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Sat First :—Lord FitzHardinge — Sat first in Parliament after the death 
of his brother ae ae ae S, ies he bos 
Local Government Provisional Orders (Housing of the Working Classes) 
Bill :—Amendment reported ee so en mr nee 


Agricultural Rates, Congested Districts and Burgh Land Tax Relief 
(Scotland) Bill :—Brought from Commons and read 18.—(Sccretary for Scotland).— 
[No. 239.] 


Public Health (Ireland) Bill :-—Brought from Commons and read 18%.—(Earl of 
Ranfurly.)—[No. 240.] : ; . 


Judicial Trustees Bill :—Returned from the Commons with the Amendments agreed to 
Uganda Railway Bill :—-To be read 24 on Monday next.—(Zhe Prime Minister) 
Railways (Ireland) Bill :—Read 34 and passed 


Land Law (Ireland) Bill :—House again in Committee, according to Order 


Clause 8,—(Turbary and other profits, easements, and privileges)... - 
New Clause proposed in lieu of Clause 8.— (Secretary of State for War)... 
Clause amended and ordered to stand part of the Bill ... 


Clause 9,—(Lettings by persons not absolute owners 
gs by p 
Amendment made.—( Secretary of State for War) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 10,—(Tenancy not invalidated by reason of sub-letting by landlord) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out from the word “ voidable ” to the end of 
the clause.—(Lord Clonbrock.)—Negatived ; clause ordered to stand 
part of the Bill 


Clause 11,—(Determination of Estate of immediate landlord) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), to leave out the words “ to 
possession or a writ of habere facias possessionem,” and to insert the 


words “for possession or a writ of possession.”——(Secretary of 


State for War.)—Agreed to ; ~ de “a pis 

Amendment proposed, to leave out Clause 11. —(Marquess of London- 
derry = Se Re Le tae ie 
Amendment withdrawn ; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 

Clause 12,—(Tenure in severalty)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill ... 


Clause 13,—(Amendment of 54 & 55 Vict. c. 57. as to Long Leases and 
Fee Farm Grants.)—Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill ... 


Clause 14,—(Amendment of 50 & 51 Vict. c. 33 s. 1, as to time for 
applications by leaseholders), and (Ejectments for non-payment of 
rents in case of holdings under Land Law Acts 23 & 24 Vict. ¢. 154) 
Amendment proposed, after the words “any ejectment which,” to insert 
the words “after the expiration of two years from the date of the 
passing of this Act.”—(Viscownt de Vesei)—Withdrawn 
Further Amendment proposed, to insert after the words “two years’ 
rent,” the words “together with the costs or the undertakings 
in respect thereof by the said Act required.”- —( Viscount de Veset) 
—Withdrawn ... 
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Further Amendment proposed, after the words “the sum of two years’ 
rent,” to insert the words— 


“or in any case in which the tenant has been allowed the benefit of the usage 
known as the hanging gale, the sum of two years’ rent in addition to the 
account of the hanging gale or gales of rent.’’—/Earl of Portsmouth) 


Amendment withdrawn 


Further Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “such tender, 
payment, deposit, or lodgment,” and to insert the words “ the issue 
of the writ or process of ejectment.”—(Viscownt de Vesci)—With- 
drawn ... “ 


Further Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “ then due,” and 
to insert instead thereof the words “due to such gale day shall be 
recoverable by the landlord as if the same were a debt due to him by 
the occupying tenant.”—-(Viscownt de Vesci )—Agreed to... 


Further Amendment proposed, to ada at the end of the clause the 
following words :— 

‘* Provided, however, that this section shall not apply to any proceeding in 

e jectme nt in which an Order has been or shall be made under the 30th Section 


of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, nor to any arrears of rent the — t 
of any such Order.” —/ Viscount de Vesci) 


Amendment agreed to ; Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill... 


Clause ght ga for Agreement by Landlords and Tenants in 
certain cases) . 


Amendment eantih in Sub-section (1), dis the wana _ sain? to 


insert the words “ and subject to the — rules and conditions.” 
—/(Secretary of State for War )—Agreed to . 


Further Amendment proposed, in sub-section (2), after the word 
* provision,” to insert the words “in the agreement.” 
of State for War)—Agreed to 





Further Amendment proposed, to add to the clause the following sub- 
section :— 


(4) The said conditions shall, in the case of an agreement made by a limited 
owner or a mortgagor or mortgagee in possession, include such conditions 
as may seem necessary to protect the interests of the person entitled on the 
cesser of the interest or possession of such limited owner, or or 
mortgagee.” — (Secretary of State for War) 


Amendment agreed to ; Clause, as amended, ordered to nr part of 
the Bill . ee we sen mn ae iit “~~ 


Clause 17,—(Tenancy to be present tenancy where landlord has so con- 
sented)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 18,—(Amendment as to Mortgage or Settlement of Holdings)— 
Ordered to stand part of the Bill ch or 


Clause 19,—(Repeal of 44 & 45 Vict. c. 49, s. 8, ss. 5) ‘in ‘eh 
Amendment proposed to omit clause.—( Viscount de Vesci)—Negatived ; 
Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 20,—(Amendments of Procedure as to limited representation 
of deceased Person)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill ... 
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Clause 21,—(Ground of Appeal to be stated) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words, “and on the er of 
the appeal no grounds of appeal shall, save by leave of the Court, 
which shall be granted only on special grounds, be entered into 
except those so stated.”—(Earl of Belmore) —Withdrawn... 


Words, “ which shall be granted only on special grounds,” cond out ; 
Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 22,—(Regulations as to interchange of duties of the Land Judge 
and the Judicial Commissioner of the Trish Land Commission) .. 


Clause 23,— (Power to nominate Judge to act as additional Land Judge for 
certain purposes) eee ace eos ose ase 


New clause proposed, in sahil of Clauses 22 and 2 23.—( Viscount de Vesci) 
—Withdrawn .. 


Amendment proposed, to insert new diate in sate of Sub- sections 
(1) to (4) inclusive.—( Lord Castletown ) 


Proposed sub-section withdrawn ; Clauses 22 and 23 caliaed to dai 
part of the Bill 


New clause proposed, after Clause 23.— (Earl of Mayo)—Withdrawn... 
New clause proposed, before Clause 24.—( Lord Castletown)—Withdrawn 


Amendment proposed, to provide that, in the case of every advance under 
the Land Purchase Acts made after the commencement of this Act, 
the purchase annuity should be recalculated every five years instead 
of every 10 as proposed in the clause.—( Marquess of Londonderry.) 


Amendment withdrawn ; clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 24,—(Alteration of mode of calculating Purchase Annuity) 
Amendment proposed, after Clause 24, to insert new clause.—(Zarl of 
Belmore) 


Amendment withrawn ; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 
Clause 25,—(Application of part of Act to Annuities under 32 & 33 Vict. 
c. 42)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill ee ne 


Clause 26 es of ——- se plaitscnllattncaat to stand sianaiie of 
the Bill.. ‘ : : 


Clause 27,—(Abolition of Purchaser’s Insurance Money) ... 


Amendment proposed, to. leave out the words “of the purchase annuity 
as from the date of such commencement,” and to insert instead 
thereof the words “as altered by this section ”—(Seeretary of State 
Jor War)—Agreed to ; Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of 
the Bill... ae : 


Clause 28,—(As to Guarantee Deposit) 


Amendment proposed.—(Secretary of State jor Wa ar Ww ithdra awn 


Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), to leave out the word 
“persons,” and to insert instead thereof the word “ person.”—( Lord 
Castletown)——Agreed to as LAL te Hh 

Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), to insert after “ 1391, “. 


“or the Redemption of Rent pets _— Act 1891. is tages dU astle- 
town )— Withdrawn: - rege ia ‘ 
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Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (3), to insert after the 
word “may ” the words “at any time after the expiration of ten 
years from the making of the advance.”—/( Lord de Vesci duel 
drawn ; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill m 


Clause 29,—(Amendment of 51 & 52 Vict., c. 49, s. 2) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “or persons personally,” 
and to insert inste:d thereof the word “ beneficially.”—(Secretary of 
State for War)— Agreed to ; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 30,—(Expediting Proceedings on Sales. See 50 & 51 Vict. c. 33, 
s. 14, and 51 & 52 Vict. c. 49 s. 3) , 


Amendment proposed, to omit Sub-sections (1) to (7), inclusive... 


Amendment agreed to ; new Sub-sections (1) to (7), inclusive, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill ... se ae ae ; 


Clause 31,—(Framing of and dispensing with Vesting Order and Regis- 
tration of Title on Purchase)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill... 


Clause 32,—(As to Redemption or Apportionment of Annuities, Rent- 
charges, ete., under 50 & 51 Vict., c. 33, ss. 15, 16)—Struck out 


Clause 33,—(As to easements, etc., when Vesting Order is made)... 
Amendment propused, to omit the words— 


“and any privilege previously in fact enjoyed whether by permission of the 
landlord or otherwise, in such manner and for such time that, if the holding 
had belonged to a different owner from the rest of the estate, it would have 
been an easement or right, shall be an easement or right within the meaning 
of this section, and shall be appurtenant to or exercisable over the holding as 
the case may be.”—(Larl of Belmore) 


Question, “That the words proposed to be omitted wii sah of the 


clause” put.— The Committee divided:—Contents, 59; Not- 
Contents, 44.—(Division List appended.)—Amendment negatived 


Clause 33,—(As to Easements, etc., when Investing Order is made) 


Amendment proposed, to insert at the end of the clause the following 
new sub-section :— 


“ (8) This section shall extend to any sale made by the Land Judge in pursuance 
of the Landed Estates Court (Ireland) Act, 1858, in like manner as if it were 
herein re-enacted with the necessary modifications. ”__(Seeretary of State for 
War) . 


eee see eee 


Amendment ‘anand to; Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill ay us nes ne se 33 


Clause 34,—(Liability for arrears of rent, and interest on iauagon money 
after agreement to purchase) .. nae eee 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section » (1), after the sil of this Act, 
and” to insert the words “is lodged with. 5 of State 
Jor War )—Agreed to . 

Further Amendment alg to leave out the following words :— 


“have sanctioned an advance for such purchase such sanction shall be signified by 
an order and.”—(Seeretary of State for War) 


Amendment agreed to 
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Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the word 
‘ purchaser ” to insert the words ‘in the event of the sale being 
carried out.”—( Marquess of Londonderry )— Withdrawn ... 

Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the words liable 
to pay rent,” to insert the words “ and arrears.” —(Secretary of State 
tor War )—Agreed to . ; ie a ie Pos 

Further Amendment salanseal in Subs section (2), after the words 
“received by them, shall” to insert the words :— 

‘‘as respects the period subsequent to the date of the advance be applied in pay- 
ment of the interest due under section twenty of the Land Law (Ireland) 
Act, 1887, and subject thereto shall.”—(Sceretary of State for War)... 


Amendment agreed to; Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of 
the Bill... 


Clause 35,—-(Advances for purchase of holding subject to a rent charge)... 
Amendment proposed, at the end of the clause to insert : 


‘“In all sales to tenants under this section unless otherwise provided in the 
vesting order, all easements, rights of fishing, and hunting, and royalties in 
or affecting the holding shall be deemed to be reserved to the landlord.’?’— 
(Lord Castletown) 


Amendment withdrawn ; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 36,—(Terms of redemption of Tithe rent-charge in case of sale)-— 
Ordered to stand part of the Bill ... 


Clause 37,—(Sale of holdings by Land Commission) — Amended and ordered 
to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 38,--(Amendment of 54 & 55 Vic., ¢. 33 s.5 (2) (b) as to money for 
Labourers cottages)—-Ordered to stand part of the Bill ... 


Clause 39,—(Sales under the Landed Estates Court Act) ... 


Amendment proposed, to insert the following new sub-section : 

“(e,) Subject to the prescribed rules, any person aggrieved by any Order of the 
Land Judge made under this section, may apply to the Court of Appeal to 
re-hear the matter, and the matter shall be re-heard iatae pcan 
Maenaghten) fe : me ; : Ms 

The House divided on the inisiilen that the aioli ws here 
inserted :—Contents 61 ; Not-contents 46.—( Division List nn 
-—Clause, as amended, order ed to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 40,—(Appeals under Land Purchase a —Ordered to stand part 
of the Bill ; fs. aie eas nae 
Clause 41,—(Powers of Mortgagee) : sis oe tes 
Amendment proposed, after the word “ inortgagee” to insert the words 
“in possession.” —( Secretary of State for War )—Agreed to 
Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill 
Clause 42,---(Purchase and sale by Congested Districts Doard under the 
Land Purchase Acts)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill... 
Clause 43,-—(Sales by Congested Districts Board of small holdings other- 


wise than under Land Purchase Acts)——Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill a ves = a a wie pi aon 
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Clause 44,—(Rules for part of Act)—Ordered to stand part of Bill 


Clause 45,—(Evicted tenants——re-enactment with modifications of 54 & 55 
Vict., c. 48, s. 13)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 46,—( Application of Land Commission for reinstatement of Tenant 
for purchase of Holding) 


Amendment proposed, to omit the following words ‘nets Sub- section (4):— 


“and if the party so served does not within the prescribed time after such service 
object, a joint application within the meaning of the section shall be deemed 
to have been made for reinstatement or for a sale, as the case may be, and 
the Land Commission may thereupon proceed under this section accordingly,” 


and to insert instead thereof the following words :- 


ee 


(2) If he consents within the prescribed time the Land Commission may proceed 
under this Section in like manner as if the application was a joint appli- 
cation, but 


(6) If he does not so consent no further proceedings shail be taken.”—( Earl of 


Arran.) aon su ‘in Br ~ a - 
Amendment negatived ; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 47,—(Supplemental.— Definitions. ) ais be = eg 
Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (3) to leave out the we me <3 m 
(“the Land Judge ”) and to insert instead thereof the word “:¢ 
(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to; Clause, as poy 
ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 48,—(Saving of Tenant-right custom)—-Ordered to stand part of 
the Bill... 


Clause 49,—( Application and construction of parts of Act) . 
Amendment proposed, at the end of Sub-section (1), to insert the 


following as a new Sub-section : 


“*(2.) The provisions of this Act with respect to a vesting order shall not apply 


to proceedings in respect of an advance santioned before the commencement 
of this Act, or of any agreement for the purchase of a term of years made 
before the commencement of this Act, and the enactments relative to such 
proceedings shall continue to apply spinner their — by this 
Act.” — (Secretary of State for War.) 684 st 
Amendment agreed to ; Clause, as amended, aii to stand part of 
the Bill 

Clause 50,—(Short Title)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill 

Clause 51,—-(Repeal of Acts)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill 

New clause proposed.—({ Viscount Templetown)—W ithdrawn 

New clause proposed.—( Lord Castletown)—Withdrawn 


Bill, as amended, ordered to be reported to the House ; Standing Com- 
mittee negatived.—| No. 238. | 


Coal Mines Regulation Act (1887) Amendment (No. 2) Bill ;—Read 3* with 


the Amendments, Passed, and returned to the Commons, ,, 


Truck Bill] ;:—Read 3*; Amendment made ; Bill Passed, and returned to the Commons 


Naval Reserve Bill :— Read 3* and Passed 
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notwithstanding the adjournment of the House ... 


Working Men's Dwellings Bill [1.1.] :—Read the First time.— [Bill 335.) eae 
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First time.—{ Bill 356. | 
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DispENSARY CoMMISSIONERS (IRELAND)—Question, Mr. Maurice Healy ; 
Answer, Chief Secretary for Ireland ae sia BA _ 
“ PERSONAL CLERKS,” Civin Service—Question, Mr. Kimber; Answer, 
Vice President of the Council os er aa ay we 
Pusiic ABarroirs—Question, Mr. Luttrell; Answer, Secretary to the 
Local Government Board . , ES ae me ae 
Curist’s Hosprrat (HorsHam simn)— Question, Mr. Yoxall; Answer, Mr. 
Grant Lawson ea 
AFRICAN Fiora—Question, Sir R. Reid ; Answer, First Commissioner ‘of 
Works of si 
Matin SERVICES (ENGLAND. AND TRELAND)- —Questions, ‘Sir T. Esmonde, Mr. 
Macaleese, Mr. Field and Mr. T. M. Healy; Answers, Vice President 
of the Council ; a on dos i — cas oe 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF IRELAND—Question, Sir T. Esmonde; Answer, 
Chief Secretary for Ireland - - we site ne © 
Kitsripe Rirte Rance—Questions, Mr. T. M. Healy; Answer, Under 
Secretary for War ... Zs ira oe os oe oer 
MarRIAGES AT MALT A—Question, Mr. ‘Carvell Williams ; Answer, Secretary 
of State for the Colonies ia i nie Pe oe ee 
IMPERIAL TAXATION—Question, Mr. Herbert Lewis ; ralanihio Chancellor of 
the a aN i 
Fire 1x Maint Van (Great Norrners Ratu. AY, TRELAND)— Question, Mr. 
Macaleese ; Answer, Vice President of the Council : ob ats 
Transir oF Live Srock By RatL_—Questions, Mr. Field; Answers, 
President of the Board of Trade ... ae ae ea: Res hia 
East Lonpon Water SuppLy—Question, Mr. Pickersgill ; Answer, Secretary 
to the Local Government Board 2 <3 ae ee 
Matton County Court- on Mr. Grant Laween ; Answer, Attorney 
General ; i sera ve sau nes ae ao 
OxLp-AGE PENSIONS ‘Commission (Question, Mr. Holland ; Answer, First Lord 
of the Treasury baa a as ws es aie say 
European Troops 1x [npIA~-Questions. Major Rasch and Mr. Stuart ; 
Answer, First Lord of the Treasury : a nae ae 
Britisu TRADE—Questions, Sir H. V incent je Mr. Lowk ; Answers, First 
Lord of the Treasury [M r. Speaker] or ea a Hie FS 
Business oF THE HovuseE—Questions, Sir W. Harcourt, Sir E. Ashmead- 
Bartlett, Mr. McLeod, Sir C. Dilke, and Sir A. R ollit ; Answers, First 
Lord of the Treasury ele és _ ee ae xe see 
Sourn Arrica ComMirreE—-Questions, Mr. Dalziel, Mr. T. M. Healy, Mr. 
Dillon, and Mr. A. O'Connor ; Answers, First Lord of the Treasury 
[Mr. Speaker] 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


SUPPLY :—Considered in Committee.—(Twenty-first Allotted Day) 


Army Estimates, 1896-7 


1, £100, Ordnance Factories (the cost of the productions of which will 
be charged to the Army, Navy, and Indian and Colonial Govern- 
ments) ... 


Amendment proposed to reduce the Vote by £50.—(Captain Norton) 


Question put, ‘That asum, not exceeding £50, be granted for the said’ 


Service.”—-The Committee divided :—-Ayes, 57; Noes, 145.— 
(Division List, No. 393) 





116 


116 
116 


138 











TABLE OF CONTENTS 
| August 7.] 
Further Amendment proposed, to reduce the Vote by the. sum of £50.—— 
(Sir IH. Havelock-Allan)—Withdrawn as ar aise 

( — Question put, and agreed to : ‘ sina 
58,600, Clothing Establishment and Services — “thie 2d to.. ; 
3. £1,517,200, Retired Pay, Half-Pay, and other Non-Effective Charges 

for Officers, etc.—Agreed to ... 


4. £172,800, Superannuation and other Adieniansii ne Oravebiiee— 
Agreed to 


Civin Services AND ReEvENUE Departments Estimates, 1896--7,— 
Class ITT. 


. £65,811, to complete the sum for Lee Change “ns — of Law, 
Scotland— -Agreed to ... 


6. £3,795 to complete the sum for Crofters’ a ee to 
Class IV.—£595,922 (including a Supplementary sum of £4,125), 
Public Education in Scotland ae 


Question pr pene. “That the Chairman do report progress and ask — 
to sit again.” —(Mr. White)—Withdrawn 


Original Question again proposed.—Motion withdrawn ... soe 


Class II.— £22,036, for the Salaries and eee of the Offices of the 
House of Commons _... - : ee 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn 
7. £42, to complete the sum for the Mint, including — 
Agreed to 


8. £4,500, to complete the sum rd Public Wor ks oe idee 
Agr eed to 


9. £27,266, to complete the sum for Registrar General’s Office, 
Englanc -—Agreed to 


10. £36,850, to complete the sum for W eon = Public Buildings 
Office—Agr eed to * 


11. £14,000, to complete the sum is Bosees Ser ee to 


Class III.—12. £21,943, to complete the sum for Broadmoor Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum— -Agreed to : Se es a3 : 


Class I1V.—13. £109,784 (including a Supplementary sum of £6 ee to 
complete the sum for British Museum—Agreed to ... 


14. £7,286, to complete the sum for National Sliney Seals to 


15. £3,066 to complete the sum for National Portrait Gallery— 
Agreed to vs ae ey aes bee are ae je 


Resolutions to be reported To- ‘morrow ; Committee to sit again To-morrow 


AGRICULTURAL Rates Act, 1896 (ORDERS) :— 


Motion made,— 


“ That this House disapproves of the regulations made and prescribed by the Local 
Government Board under the provisions of the Agricultural Rates Act, 1896.” 
—(Mr. Lloyd-George) 


After Debate, Motion withdrawn ... 
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Suppiy [6TH Avaust].—Resolutions reported :— 


Civil Services and Revenue Departments Estimates, 1896-7. 


Class II. :— 
1. £3,573, for Salaries and Expenses of the Board of Lunacy in Scotland 


2. £38,175, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Department of the nen 
General of Births, etc., in Scotland ao 


3. £7,591, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Local Government Board tor 
Sc otland, and for Expenses under the Public Health Acts, Infectious Diseases 
Notification Act, Vaccination Act, Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1889, 
Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, and Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1894 .., 


Class ITI. :— 


4. £26,295, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Offices in Her Majesty’s General 
Register House, Edinburgh im =e 


5. £55,356, for the Expenses of the Prison Commissioners for Scotland, and of 
the Prisons under their control, including the Maintenance of Criminal 
Lunatics and the Preparation of Jucidial Statistics 


Class IV. :— 


6. £1,960, fora Grant to the Board of Trustees for Manufactures in Scotland 
in aid of the Maintenance of the National Gallery, School of Art and Museum 
of Antiquities, Scotland as 


Class VIT. :— 


£24,200, for Grants in Aid of Expenditure upon certain Public Works, and for 
improved Communications, and other purposes within the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland 


Resolutions agreed to si it 

Poor Law Relief (Ireland) Bill :—Bill to make further provision with respect 
to Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland, and for other purposes 
connected therewith, ordered to be brought in by Mr. Gerald Balfour 
and the Attorney General for Ireland ; presented accordingly, and read 
the First time.—{ Bill 337]... 


Navy anp Army ExpenpiturE 1894-5 :—Considered in Committee 
Resolutions agreed to ; to be reported To-morrow 


Ways anp MEANs :—Committee deferred 
Local Taxation (Ireland) Estate Duty Bill :—Read 2°and Committed .., 
Telegraph Money Bill :—Third Reading deferred 


Official Secrets al -Adjourned Debate on Second Reading [26 June] further 
Adjourned : ae aie Hes wae se ve nes La 


Vexatious Actions Bill :—Second Reading deferred 

Burglary Bill [*-1-] :—Second Reading deferred ,.. cash i at 
Larceny Bill] [1.1.]:—Committee deferred, , , 

Expiring Laws Continuance Bill :—Committee deferred ny 


Military Lands Act (1892) Amendment Bill :—Committee deferred |. 
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[August 8.] 
Stannaries Bill [1.t.]:—Considered in Committee ... 


the Bill.. 
Bill 


stand part of the Bill ... 
Clause 4,—(Reference of Certain Disputes to Arbitration) 


section (1), to insert the words :— 


the Bill... 
Clause 5,—(Repeal)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Public Works Loans Bill :—Consideration, as amended, deferred, , , 


The House met at Twelve of the clock. 
[No. 336.] 


TrELAND).—Return.—{ No. 337.] ... 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


6th August.] ... ebe 
West Highland Railway Company, etc.) 


fit,” and to insert instead thereof the words :- 


Company.”— (Chancellor of the Exchequer) 





Clause 1 ee of Vice-Warden’s Court)—Orde ed to il: nie of 
Clause 2,—(Pensions and Ricitielincs Ata to stand part of the 


Clause 3,—(Explanation of Reference to Stannaries Court)—Ordered to 


Amendment proposed, in Paragraph (6), Sub-section (1), after se ‘oui 
“and” to insert the words “ His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales and Duke of Cornwall or.”—(Mr. Cripps)— Agreed ts 


Further Amendment proposed, at the end of Paragraph (6), Sub- 


“as regards the terms of a lease, or the proper execution of such terms, or as 
regards the renewal of such lease, or further powers xequired under such 
lease, or desirable alterations of the terms of such lease ”—(JMr. Strauss) 


Amendment withdrawn ; Clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of 


Clause 6,—(Commencement of Act)—-Ordered to stand part of the Bill . 


Clause 7,—(Short Title)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill ; Bill reported 
with Amendments ; Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow... 


London University Commission Bill [#.1.]: -Second Reading deferred .,, 
COMMONS: SATURDAY, 8ru AUGUST 1896. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND) :—Return.— 


IMPERIAL REVENUE (COLLECTION AND EXPENDITURE) (GREAT BRITAIN AND 


West Highland ean Gansuaies mm: :—Considered in Committee. Biri ts 
Clause 1,—(Power for eis to guarantee interest on certain Capital of 
Amendment proposed, to omit the words “ on such terms as don think 


‘* subject to the terms and conditions contained in the agreement dated the 10th 
day of March, 1896, between William Hayes Fisher. , Esq. ., and Edward George 
Villiers Stanley (commonly called Lord Stanley), two of the Lords Com- 
missioners | of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and the West Highland Railway 
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Question put, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.”—The Committee divided :—Ayes, 25; Noes, 100.— 
(Division List, No. 394) ee a ; aja 

Further Amendment proposed, to insert, after the word ‘ contained,” 
the words “under Articles 1 to 4 inclusive. it Strachey )— 
Withdrawn... von ne ‘ wae we 


Further Amendment proposed, to amend the proposed ‘nena by 
inserting at the end of the words— 


‘*so far as such terms and conditions of the said agreement are consistent with the 
provisions of this Act.”—(Mr. Warner) 


Amendment ruled out of order 


Chancellor of the Exchequer claimed to move, “ "That the Question be 
now put.”-——Question, “ That the Question be now put,” put, and 
agreed to.—The Committee divided cache 108 ; Noes, 25,— 
(Division List, No. 395) Sok at ase 


Further Amendment proposed, to leave out the ani “and loan.”— 
(Mr. Strachey )—Agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, to add at the end of the ela the 
words— 


“During the said period of thirty years the Board of 'Trade shall make an annual 
report to Parliament as to the condition and working of the railway and the 
receipts and expenditure of the company with regard to the railway.”— 
(Chancellor of the Exchequer) pe ee 

Amendment agreed to dd cn wee 

Further Amendment proposed, to add at the wh of the alii — 


“ Provided that the Treasury shall not give any such guarantee or make any such 
grant (a) unless it shall be certified to them by the Secretary for Scotland that 
the making of the railway would benefit agriculture in the district traversed 
by the railway, and that such railway is necessary for the development of the 
fishing industry ; ; (4) unless they are satisfied after local inquiry that the said 
railway, pier, breakwater, and other works would not be constructed without 
special assistance from the State, and that the same if constructed would not 
unduly compete with any existing railway undertaking; (¢) unless they 
are satisfied that landowners, local authorities, and other persons locally 
interested have by the free grant of land given all reasonable assistance and 
facilities in their power for the construction of the said seas -_ break- 
water, and other works.”’— (Mr. Strachey) 


eee 


Chancellor of the Exchequer claimed to move, ‘“ That the Gaetan be 
now put.”—Question put, ‘ That the Question be now put.”—The 
Committee divided :—Ayes, 106; Noes, in ae List, 
No. 396) - re a 

Question put accordingly :—The Cumndeis divided ne 205 Noes, 
108.—(Division List, No. 397) 


Question, “ That Clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill,” pat oun 
agreed to in ‘oh aan a ian -~ . eve 
Clause 3,—(Short title)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill . 
New clause proposed,—(Limit of Rates.)—( Chancellor of the Exchequer ) 
Clause read 1° and 2°, and ordered to stand ig of the Bill; Bill 


reported.—{ Bill 338.] . iis en - wee ine wee 


Telegraph Money Bill :—Read the Third time, and passed PN eos 


Local Taxation _ Estate Duty Bill :—After short Debate, read the Third 
time, and passed 


Navy AnD ARMY enon, 1894-1 _— oe (7th nig alii to 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Stannaries Bil] :—As amended, considered 


Clause 1,—(Abolition of Vice-Warden’s Court)... - vee 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “as the ko Chanedline 
may by order direct,” and to insert instead thereof the words “as 
would be entitled to jurisdiction if the same had been included in 
the County Courts Act, 1888.”—(Mr. Strauss)—Withdrawn 


Prince of Wales’ consent, as Duke of Cornwall signified ; Bill read the 
Third time, and passed 


Public Works Loans Bill :— As amended, considered whe : 
Clause 2,—(Addition to pur ea for which Public Works ais on 
missioners may lend) . se des an ao 


Amendment proposed, to sisi out the words “ three-and-a-quarter” and 
to insert instead thereof the words “ tewo-and-three-quarters.”— 
(Mr. ‘pal satis aie ithdrawn ; Bill read the Third time, and 
passed . ey 
Suppiy (7th Avaust]. Resolutions reported :- 
Army Estimates, 1896-7. 


1. £100, for the Ordnance Factories (the cost of the productions of which will be 
charged to the Army, Navy, and Indian and Colonial Governments) 


£858,600, for Clothing Establishments and Services 


bo 


3. £1,517,200, for Retired Pay, Half-pay, and other Non-effective asi for 
Officers and others § 


4. £172,800, for Superannuation, Compensation, and Compassionate Allowances 
and Gratuities __, : 


Civil Services and Revenue Departments Estimates, 1896-7. 


Class IIT :— 


5. £65,811, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Lord Advocate’s Department 
and other Law Charges, and the Salaries and Expenses of the Courts of Law 
and Justice in Scotland, ,, 


6. £3,795, for the Expenses of the Establishment of the Crofters’ Commission, , , 


Class IT :— 


- 


7. £42, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Mint, including the Expenses of 
Coinage 


8. £4,500, for the Salaries and Expenses of the [’stablishment under the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners 


9. £27,266, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Department of the Registrar 
General of Births, ctc., in England 


10. £86,850, for the Salaries and Expenses of the (ttics of the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings 


11. £14,000, for Her Majesty’s Foreign and other Secret Services 
Class IIT :— 


12. £21,943, for the Maintenance of Criminal Lunatics in the Broadmoor Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum 


Resolutions agreed to 
VOL. XLIV. [FrourtH series. | 
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Class IV :— 


13. £109,784, for the Salaries and Expenses of the British Museum, —, 
the amount required for the Natural History Museum we it 


Resolution agreed to 


14. £7,286, for the Salaries and Expenses and Grant in Aid of the National 
Gallery 


15. £3,066, for the Salaries and Expenses of the National Portrait Gallery 


Resolutions agreed to 


SUPPLY :—Considered in Committee— 
Civit SERVICES AND REVENUE DepartMeENts Estimates, 1896-7 :— 


Class IV.—1. £595,922 (including a Pie magne: sum of £4,12: ease for 
Public Education in Scotland , 


Original Question put, and agreed to; Resolution to be ‘eal upon 
Monday next ; Committee to sit again upon Monday next 


Larceny Bill :—Considered in Committee 
Clause 1,—(Punishment for Receipt or Possession of Property Stolen A broad) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the words “If any 
person,” to insert the words “without lawful excuse.”—/ Mr. 
Pickersgill )—Negatived Bs ape ape sa a7 

Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the word 
‘“‘kingdom,” to insert the words “ knowing such property to have 
been stolen.”—( Mr. Pickersgill )—Agreed to ae aes 

Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), to leave out the word 

“ offence,” and to insert instead thereof the words “ extradition 
crime.”—( Mr. Pickersgill )—Agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (3), to en out the minis 
“within the United Kingdom,” and to insert instead thereof the 
words “in England or Ireland.”—( Vr. Pickersgill )—Agreed to ; 
clause, as amended, crdered to stand part of the Bill ‘ 


Clause 2,—(Short Title)—Ordered to stand part of the Bill ; Bill reported ; 
as amended, to be considered upon Monday next we as 


Vexatious Actions Bill [#.1.] ;—Read a Second time, and committed for Monday 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill :—Considered in Committee 


Clause 1,—(Continuance of Acts in _-* Ordered to stand ren of 





the Bill 
Clause 2,—(Short Title) Ordered to stand part of the Bill we 
Schedule—Amendment proposed, to leave out from ‘“ (26) 44 and 45 


Vict., c. 5,” to “50 and 51 Vict., c. 20”—(Mr. T. M. Healy) 

Quest‘on put, “That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Schedule."—The Committee divided :—Ayes, 47; Noes, 16.— 
(Division List, No. 398); Schedule agreed to. Bill oe 
without Amendment ; read the Third time, and passed 
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LORDS : MONDAY, 10rH AUGUST 1896. 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill :—Brought from the Commons and read 1*,—( The 


Prime Minister.)—[No. 243] 

Public Works Loans Bill :—Prought from the Commons and read 1°.—/(The Prime 
Minister.)—[No. 244] 

Telegraph Money Bill:—Brought from the Commons and read 14—(Zhe Prime 
Minister.)—[No. 245] 

Stannaries Bill [1.1.] :—Returned from the Commons, agreed to, with an Amendment 


Local Government Provisional Orders (Housing of Working Classes) Bill :— 
Read 3* with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons, , we 


Labourers (Ireland) Bill :—Amendments reported 
Clause 1,—(Amendment of 46 & 47 Vict. c. 60., ss. 4 & 7) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (4), after the words “reputed 
lessee,” to omit the word “and,” and to insert instead thereof the 
word “or. ”"__( Earl of Ranfurly)—Agreed to aoe 


Clause 3,—(Application of Lands Clauses Acts and Housing of Working 
Classes Act, 1890) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), to leave out the word “ section,” 
and to insert instead thereof the word “ Act.”—(Farl of ee 
— Agreed to es ‘ah a 


Clause 8,—(Conditions for Sale of Cottages not Required for Labourers) ... 
Amendment proposed, after Clause 8, to insert new clause—( Provision 


as to Rules made by the Lord Lieutenant in Council).—(Zarl of 


Ranfurly )—Agreed to ss a ae vie 
Standing Order No. XX XIX. dispensed Ww vith : Bill read 3°, and passed, 
and returned to the Commons ; ee sas er “ies 


Light Railways Bill :—Considered in Committee... ok. ee ae 


Clauses 1 to 6 inclusive ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 7,—(Consideration of Application by Light Railway Commissioners) 


Amendment proposed, after Sub-section (1), to insert sub-section 
(Advertisements and Notices.)—( url of Camperdown. )—Agreed to 
Further Amendment proposed, to insert at the end of the clause :— 

“If the Board of Trade overrule any objection made by/the council of a county or 
county borough, they shall give notice thereof to the council, and if the 
council within one month of the receipt of that notice send to the Board of 
Trade a request, adopted by at least an absolute majority of the whole number 
of members of the council, that the Order shall be submitted to Parliament, 
the Order so far as it affects that county or borough shall have no effect unless 
it is confirmed by Parliament.”— /L ord Welby) 


The House divided on Question “ That the — sabinaittia " = 
inserted.”—Contents, 31; Not-Contents, 79.—(Division List 
appended.) Proposed sub-section seaiaiioa 4 negatived ; Clause 7 
ordered to stand part of the Bill... ; a eos oe 


Clauses 8 and 9 ordered to stand part of the Bill 
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Clause 10,—(Confirmation of Order by Board of Trade) 


Amendment proposed, to add words providing that all Orders of the 
Board of Trade should lie on the Table of both Houses of 
Parliament for 30 days.—( Earl of Camperdown) 


Amendment negatived ; Clause 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 11,—(Provisions which may be made by the Order) 
Amendment proposed, in paragraph (a), after the words “ variations of 
the,” to insert the word “ Lands.”—(Earl of Dudley.)—Agreed to 
Further Amendment proposed, in paragraph (qa), after the word 
“subject,” to insert the words— 


“and that nothing in this section shall authorise any variation of the provisions 
of the Lands Clauses Acts, with respect to the a" and — of land 
otherwise than by agreement.”’—(Harl of Dudley), , 


Amendment agreed to; Clause 11, as amended, arr to pune part 
of the Bill 


Clause 12,—(Application of General Railway Acts) 
Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), after the word “ enactments,” 
to insert the words— 


‘and of the Clauses Acts so far as they are incorporated or applied by the Order 
authorising the railway. Earl of Dudley, _ ; 


Amendment agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), to omit the words— 


‘Act of the fifth and sixth years of Victoria, chapter seventy-nine, entitled, ‘ An 
Act to repeal the duties payable on stage carriages and on passengers 
conveyed upon railways, and certain other Stamp Duties in Great Britain, 
and to grant other duties in lieu thereof, and also to amend the Laws 
relating to Stamp duties,’ ”’ 


and to insert instead thereof the words “ Railway Passenger 
Duty Act, 1842.”—(£arl of Dudley.)—Agreed to; Clause 12, as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill — — 


Clause 13,—(Mode of settling Purchase-money and amas for 
taking of Land) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the ied * asitaiaiay” 
to insert the words— 


‘by the parties, or, if the parties do not concur in the er ofa — 
arbitrator, then.” — (Earl of Camperdown) 


Amendment agreed to; Clause 13, as insist wie to onieiil part of 
the Bill... 


Clause 14,—(Payment of purchase-money or compensation)—Ordered to 
stand part of the Bill ... ‘ tov 


Clause 15,—(Provisions as to Board of Trade) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), to leave out the words— 


“time within which objections must be made, the manner in which any notice 
under this Act must be given,’ 


and to insert instead thereof the words— 


“procedure under this Act, whether before the Board of Trade or before the 
Light Railway Commissioners.” —(Larl of Dudley) 


Amendment agreed to wit oe 
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Further Amendment proposed, after the word “effect,” to insert the 
words— 


‘‘and provision shall be made by such rules for the deposit and inspection of 
plans relating to the railway.” —(Earl of Dudley) 


Amendment agreed to re eas = 
Clause 15, as amended, ordered to seid part of we Bill 
Clauses 16 to 18 inclusive, ordered to stand part of the Bill 
Clause 19,—(Power of Owners to “ Land or advance Money for a 
Light Railway) 


Amendment proposed, after Clause 19. to add the following new clause, 
“* Power to grant Crown Lands.”- —(Earl of Dudley) “Clause read 
l* and 2°, and ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clauses 20 to 24 inclusive ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 25,—(Application to Scotland) 


Amendment proposed, to omit the words at the end of Sub-section (5)— 


“and it shall not be necessary for the county council to have the consent of the 


Standing Joint Committee for such borrowing.” (Secretary for Scotland) 
Amendment agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, in paragraph (b), Subsection (6), after 


the word “ special,” to insert the words “or statutory.”—(£arl of 


Dudley)—Agreed to - may Es! ae Se 

Further Amendment proposed, to leave out “fifteen” and to insert 
* sixteen.”—(Secretary for Scotland)—Agreed to; Clause 25, as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 26,-—-(Extent of Act) —Ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 27,—( Definitions) ‘ = “ie ne 
Amendment proposed, in the first paragraph, after the words “or 
not, who are,” to insert the words “ authorised to construct, or 
are.”—(Earl of Dudley)—Agreed to; Clause 27, as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 28 (Short Title) and Schedules ordered to stand part of the Bill : 
Standing Committee negatived.—[ No. 242]... 


Locomotives on Highways Bill (u.v.]:—On the Order for the consideration of the 
Commons’ Amendments to this Bill 
Motion made, that the Amendments to Clauses 1, 2 and 3, and to new 
Clause D, be agreed to.—( Lord Harris)—Agreed to i, 
Amendment proposed, at the end of the new clause imposing the tax, to 
insert the following words — 
“Provided that this clause shall not apply to any locomotive which is used 
exclusively for common agricultural purposes.” —(Earl of Winchilsea) 
Amendment negatived ~ = eae se 338 : 
Motion made, that the Commons’ sissies nts to Clauses 4, 5, and 6, 
and new Clauses D, E, and F, and the Schedules of the Bill be 
agreed to. (Lord Harris) ~Agreed to 


Immunity or JuDGES :—Question (re “ Anderson v. Gorrie and Others ”) 
Earl of Stamford ; Answer, Lord Chancellor 
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Uganda Railway Bil] :—-Motion made, “That this Bill be now read a Second time.” 


(Prime Minister) 
Earl of Rosebery 


Read 2*; and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
To-morrow 


Land Law (Ireland) Bil] :—Amendments reported 
Clause 1,—(Fair Rents—Amendment as to Improvements) 
Amendment proposed, to leave out Sub-section (1) and to insert instead 
thereof new sub-section.—(Secretary of State for War) 
Amendment agreed to - - = ei sie 
Further Amendment proposed.—( Earl of Winchilsea)—Withdrawn 
Clause 3,-—(Statutory Term and beginning of Judicial Rent) 
Amendment proposed, to insert at the e end of the clause— 


“ Provided that where the judicial rent does not exceed £50 a year, the amount 
made by the tenant may he recovered from the person to whom the 
difference was paid, or his personal representatives.”— (Secretary of State 
Jor War) 


Amendment agreed to 


Clause +,—(Judicial Term in Cases of Agreements) be ses 

Amendment proposed, to leive out from the words “gale day” to the 
end of the clause, and insert the words— 

“next after the day on whie) ‘th: Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, came into 


force, be held for the purpose of an application to fix a fair rent to date 
from that gale day.”—(Secre/ary of State for War) 


Amendment agreed to 


Clause 5,—(Exclusion of certain Holdings) .. 


Amendment proposed, to omit the words “during the continuance of 
the tenancy.”—(£url of Belmore)—Agreed to ane oes 
Further Amendment proposed, to add the following proviso to Sub- 
section (2) :-— 
“ Provided, however, that the tenancy in respect of the portion so treated as 
a separate holding shall le determinable at any time by the landlord on 
giving six calendar months’ previous notice of his intention so to do.’’— 
(Earl of Bel, ore) 
Amendment withdrawn ys 
Sub-section ordered to be re-inserted 


Clause 6,—(Exclusion by Sub-letting of Holding) 


Amendment proposed, in paragraph («), Sub-section (1), after the w i 
“condition,” to insert the words “or enactment.”—(£arl of Arran.) 
—Withdrawn ... 


Further Amendment proposed, in paragraph (), Sub-section (1), after 
the word “ person,” to insert the words— 
“unless it be shown that such sub-letting was made by the tenant for the 
purpose of making a profit by the sub-letting, or not solely for the due 
cultivation of his holding and.”—(Earl of Arran) 


Amendment withdrawn 


eee 


Further Amendment —— to transpose Dientibie (3), —* it 
before Sub-section (2).—(Seeretary of State for War)—Agreed to . 








Page 


305 
306 


308 


309 
309 
310 
312 
312 
317 


318 
319 


319 


320 
320 
322 














TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
[August 10.] 
Clause 8,—(Turbary and other Profits, Easements, and Privileges) 


Amendment proposed, after the word “ theretofore,” to insert the words 
“or such other restrictions and conditions as may be agreed on by 
the landlord and tenant.”—(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, at the end of the clause, to insert the 
following new sub-section :— 


“(2.) Where an Order securing the exercise of any such privilege is so made, the 
Court, during the continuance of the statutory term, may, upon the applica- 
tion of the landlord or of any other tenant exercising the like privilege, 
restrain the tenant from exercising the privilege in any manner than that 
authorised by the Order or by any reasonable regulations of the landlord 
made in pursuance of the Order.” —(Secretary of State for War) 


Amendment agreed to “4 ree a “a a vee ose 
Clause 9,—(Lettings by persons not absolute owners) es sia He 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), to leave out the words * has 
been fixed after the passing of this Act,” and to insert the words 
“has, after the passing of this Act, been fixed for the first time.”- 
(Secretary of State for War)—-Agreed to... au ae rs 


Clause 10,—(Tenancy not invalidated by reason of sub-letting by 


Landlord) 


< 


Amendment proposed, after the words “of this Act by,” to leave out 
the word “a,” and to insert the words “an immediate.”—{ Lord 
Monteagle.)— Withdrawn ue 


Clause 15,—(Ejectments for non-payment of rent in cases of Holdings 
under Land Law Acts) 


Amendment proposed, after the words ‘sum of two years’ rent,” to 
insert the words— 


“together with the costs on the undertaking in respect thereof by the said 
Act required ”—(Viseount de Vesci) 


Amendment withdrawn ... a EN Pee ba A AS 


Further Amendment proposed, after the word “lodged,” to insert the 
words “in respect of rent and arrears exclusive of the costs.” 
(Secretary of State for War)—-Agreed to es 


Further Amendment proposed, to insert, after the words “ Provided, 
however,” as a new sub-section, the words— 
(2.) “But nothing herein contained shall relieve the tenant from paying or 
undertaking to pay costs as provided in the sub-section.”.—(Sverelary of S'ate 
jor War) 


Amendment agreed to cA sa is ae sat a pe 


Further Amendment proposed, to insert the following sub-section :— 


“Provided, however, that, in the case of any holding comprised in an estate upon 
which the usage known as hanging gale or gales prevails, such gale or gales 
of rent shall not for the purpose of this section be deemed to be rent in 
arrear and shall not be affected by anything contained in this section.” 
(Earl of Portsmouth) 


Amendment, withdrawn 
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Clause 18,—( Amendment as to mortgage or settlement of Holdings) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words— 


“subject to the provisions of Sub-section six of Section one of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881, but shall not in other respects be deemed a sale within 
the meaning of that section,” 


and to insert instead thereof the words— 


a.sale within the meaning of Section one of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, but the provisions of the several sub-sections thereof other than 
Sub-section (6), shall not apply thereto.”—(Seeretary of State for War) 


Amendment agreed to 


Clause 21,—(Ground of Appeal to be stated) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “for the purpose of this 
section ‘appeal’ includes ‘rehearing.’”—(Earl of Belmore.)—- 
Withdrawn 


Clause 28,—(As to Guarantee Deposit) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (2), after “Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1891,” to insert “or the redemption of Rent 
(Ireland) Act, 1891.”—(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to ... 

Further Amendment proposed to insert the same words “1891” in 
Sub-section (3).-—(Seeretary of Siate for War)—Agreed to... 


Clause 30,—(Extinguishment of Sujit Interests) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub section (1), to leave out the words “a 
Land on may, if he think fit, order that.”— en of State 
Jor War)—Agreed to ... sic 


Further Amendment proyosed in Sub-section (1) to ane out the ine 
“from,” (“from superior interests),” and to insert instead thereof 
the word “all.” —(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to 

Further Amendment proposed, at the end of Sub-section (1) to insert 
the full and new Sub-section :— 

“2, A vesting order shall be subject to such exceptions and reservations as are 
specified in the order, if they were contained in the agreement for purchase 
or subsequently agreed to by the vendor and purchaser and have been 
approved by the Land Commission, and the Land Commission are satisfied 
that the effect of such exceptions and reservations was explained to and 
understood by the purchaser, or the purchaser is represented by a solicitor 
other than the solicitor of the vendor.” —(Svceretary of State for War) 

Amendment agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (3) to ee out the words 
“a Land Judge is,” and to insert instead thereof the words 
“the Court are.” —(Seeretary of State jor War)—Agreed to 

Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (5) to leave out the words 
“Land Judge,” and to insert instead thereof the word “ Court.”— 
(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to ans sas a 

Further Amendment proposed, to insert at the beginning of Sub-section 
(6) the words “the expression.” (Secretary of State Jor We seit 
Agreed to : wy oe ; 

Further Amendment proposed, in Sub. section (6) after the w wile 
‘successors, and any,” to insert the word “ estate.”—(Seeretary of 

State for War)—Agreed to ui ak 
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Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (8) to leave out the words 
“ further requisition as to title than a purchaser would be entitled 
to make under,” and to insert instead thereof the words 
“requisition as to title, the making of which by a purchaser would 
be prevented by.”—(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to 


Clause 51,—(Framing of and Dispensing with Vesting Order and 
Registration of Title on Purchase) ho aee sala 
Amendment proposed, to omit Sub-section (1).—(Lord Inchiquin)— 
Withdrawn : eee Ay: aa 


Clause 32,—(As to Redemption or Appointment of Annuities, Rent- 
Charges, etc., under 50 and 51 Vie., ¢. 33, ss. 15, 16) 


Amendments willl: Words in shideenatiis (1) “paid into the High 
Court under this Act” struck out ; words in Sub-section (1) “ the 
High Court where the Land Commission, and the money paid into 
that Court” omitted, and the words “ the money ” inserted instead 
thereof ; word “High” struck out from Sub-section (2) and 
Sub-section (3); word “contingent,” occurring twice in Sub-section 
(4), struck out.—( Secretary of State for War) : 

Further Amendment proposed, to insert the following new  sub- 
section :— 

5.) Where any liability for any annuity, rent-charge, or rent is apportioned 
and redeemed out of the purchase-money and a right of indemnity in respect 
of such liability exists, the person entitled to the purchase-money shall be 
entitled to the proportion of the annuity, rent-charge, or rent so redeemed, 
in like manner as if he had purchased the sume, and the Court, after due 
notice to all persons interested, shall make provision as to the future 
payment of such portion of the annuity, rent-charge, or rent so purchased, 
and as to the land to be liable thereto, and such other provisions as appear to 
the Court necessary for carrying into effect this enactment.”— (Secretary of 
State Sor HW ar) ne 


Amendment agreed to 


Further Amendment proposed, to leave out Clause 32.—(Lord 
Inchiquin)—-Withdrawn 


Clause 33,—(As to Easements, etc., when Vesting Order is made) 
Amendment proposed, at the end of the clause, to insert the words :— 
“ Provided, however, that this section shall not apply to any privilege enjoyed by 
permission of the landlord, or otherwise, over lands in the occupation of such 
landlord.— (Lord Luchiquin) 


Amendment withdrawn ... . 


Further Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the words 
“ purchaser shall,” to insert the words “in the event of the sale 
being carried out.”—(Hail of Arran)— Agreed to... 


Clause 39,—-(Sales under the Landed Estates Court Act) 


Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (1), after the word “ either” 
(“either a receiver”); and. further, to leave out the word “or” 
(“over the estate or”), and to insert instead thereof the word 
“and.” (Lord Inchiquin) —Withdrawn ae a = 

Further Amendment proposed, in paragraph (4), Sub-section (1), to 
leave out the word “ shall” (‘shall make to the person”), and to 


insert instead thereof the words “may if he think fit.”—(Zari of 


Belmore)—W ithdrawn is 
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Further Amendment proposed, in paragraph (6), Sub-section (1), to 
leave out the word “and” (“and the arrears of rent then ward ) 
and to insert instead thereof the words ‘discharged from.”-— 
(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to ... ‘ awe one 

Further Amendment proposed, to omit Paragraph (d).—(Lord 
Inchiquin)—Withdrawn : ane fo za ne eich 

Clause 46,—(Application to Land Commission for Re-instatement of 
Tenant or for Purchase of Holding) ae Me: ae oe 

Amendment proposed, in Sub-section (7), after the words “shall 
include the,” to insert the words “heir or”; and after the word 
“representative,” to insert the words “as the case may be.” 
(Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to 

Clause 48,—(Saving of Ulster Tenant Right Custom) 
Amendment proposed, to leave out the word “herein,” and to insert 


instead thereof the words “in this Act.”)—Secretary of State 
for War)— Agreed to... 
Clause 49,—(Application and Construction of Parts of Act) 
Amendment proposed, to leave out Sub-section (2).—(Secretary of State 
for War)—Agreed to... ree pa are “3 
Further Amendment proposed, to omit from Sub-section (3) the 
words 

“such application can be so sustained, the holding shall be deemed to be and to 
have remained a present tenancy as from the passing of the Land Law 
(Treland) Act, 1881,” 

and to insert instead thereof : 

“a tenant would, if this Act had been in force at the passing of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881, be now a present tenant, and either the landlord has not, 
since the said decision, resumed possession of the holding, or if he 
resumed the tenant has redeemed, the tenant shall be deemed a present 
tenant for the purpose of any such application.”—(Seeretary of State for 
War) xe 

Amendment agreed to we sis pe sie 
Further Amendment proposed, after Sub-section (5), to insert the 
following new sub-section :— 

(6.) “'The provisions of Part LIL. of this Act with respect to superior interests 
and a vesting order shall not, without the consent of the vendor and 
purchaser, apply to proceedings in respect of any agreement made before 
commencement of this Act.”—(Secretary of State for War) 


Amendment agreed to 
Clause 51,—(Repeal of Acts)... — sh Sols ahis bite 


Amendment proposed, to insert a new clause after Clause 51.— 
(Viscount Templetown)—W ithdrawn 


Motion made, “That the Bill be read the Third time.”- -(Seortary o 


State for War) o=5 
Earl Spencer sis 357 Earl of “Dunraven 
Marquess of Londouderry 359 Earl of Belmore 


Bill read the Third time, and passed 


Public Health (Ireland) Bill :— Read 2, and committed to a Committee of the 


Whole House To-morrow.—(Larl of Ranfurly) 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


SUPPLY :—Considered in Committee :— 


Crivit SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS EstTIMATES, 1896-7 :— 
Class IIT.—1. £116,997, for the Salaries and sisegamaul of the Local 
Government Board 


Amendment proposed, to reduce the Vote by £100. —/( Mr. Loy Goong 
— Withdrawn ... 


Further Amendment iia to ies the Vote — £100, “—— Mr. 
Hazell)—Withdrawn ... ae att ee 


Original Question put and agreed to 
Class V.—2. £237,318, Diplomatic and Consular Services.—Agreed to ... 


Class VI.—3. £271,028, for Superannuation, Retired, and Compassionate 
Allowances and Gratuities under sundry Statutes, and for Com- 
passionate Allowances and Gratuities awarded z the iia 
and for the Salaries of Medical Referees 

Amendment proposed, to reduce the Vote by £100. Ate Clork) 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 42; Noes, 146. anurans List, No. 
399.) Original Question put and agreed to.. oe a 


4. £3,100, for Merchant Seamen’s Fund Pensions. oe ee to.. 


or 


. £31,089, for Trustee Savings Banks and Friendly Societies Defciene 
— Agreed to 


6. £822, for Miscellasteous Charitable ail othe sibeiiaisiiias iu 
Britain—Agreed to 


Class VII.—7. £8,740, for the Salaries and other Expenses (including 
certain Grants i in Aid) of init Commissions and Committees, 
and Special Inquiries ... : 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 157; Noes, 45.—(Division List, 
No. 400) 


And, it being after Ten of the sails the Chairman, in pursuance of ioe 
Order of the House of the 27th February last, proceeded to put 
forthwith the Question on the outstanding Votes in the Committee 
of Supply, as followeth :— 


8. £2,449, for Miscellaneous Expenses 
9. £7,602, for Contingencies Fund 


Class I.—10. £41,375, for Harbours in the United Kingdom and Light- 
houses Abr ood endo the Board of Trade 


Class II.—11. £11,663 for the Salaries and iain of the Offices of the 
House of Lords 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 159; ee 54. _(Division List, No. 401) 
12. £22,036, for House of Commons Offices 

13. £61,000, for Treasury and Subordinate lenin: 

. £29,400, for Colonial Office 
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15. £32,500, for Mercantile Marine Fund (Grant in Aid) 
os £12, for Bankruptcy Department of the Board of Trade 


£35,529, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Board of Agriculture 
and to defray the repayable Expenses to be incurred in matters of 


Inclosure and Land sa cei and to Pay certain Grants in 
Aid 


The Committee divided : -Ayes, 168 : jon 54.—( Division List, 
No. 402) a sae a ate is 


18. £28,869, for Charity ised 
19. £14,918, for the Public Record Office 
20. £13,800, for Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, etc., Office 


Class IIT.—21. £426,290, for prisons, England and the Colonies... a 
22. £126,746, for Reformatory and Industrial Schools, Great Britain 


Class IV.—23. £16,154, for Scientific Investigation, ete. ... be bes 
24. £64,179, for Universities and Colleges, Great Britain, and Inter- 
mediate Education, Wales 
25. £10, for London University 


Class V.—26. £104,000 for Grants in Aid of Expenses connected with 
the British Protectorates in Uganda and in Central and East 
Africa 


The —— divided :—Ayes, 177; —_ 44.—(Division List, 
No. 403) — ae Be nie cs ets 

27. £52,738 (including a Supplementary sum of £27,550), for Colonial 
Services, including South Africa 

28. £1,000, for Cyprus (Grand in Aid) 

29. £700, for Slave Trade Services . 

30. £34,100, for Subsidies to Telegraph ren 

Resolutions to be reported To-morrow 





Labourers (Ireland) Bill: 
[Bill 339] 


Lords Amendments to be considered To-morrow.— 


Land Law (Ireland) Bill :—Lords Amendments to be considered To-morrow.— 
[Bill 340] 


Ways anp MEans :—Considered in Committee. Resolved :— 


“That towards making good the supply granted to Her Majesty for the service 
of the year ending on the 31st day of March 1897, the sum of £35,709,841 be 
granted out of the ‘Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom.”— (Mr. Hanbury) 


Resolution to be reported To-morrow 


West Highland Railway Guarantee Bill :—As amended, considered 


Clause 1,—(Power for Treasury to Guarantee Interest on certain Capital 
of West Highland Railway Company, etc.) .. . san 
Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “ = the receipts and 
expenditure of the Company with regard to the Railway,” in order 

to insert :— 
‘the rates and charges for traffic and the receipts and = os ge of any 

company in working the railway.”—(Chancellor of the Exchequer) , 

Amendment agreed to 
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Further Amendment proposed, at the end of the clause, to insert :— 
‘Provided that the Treasury shall not give any such guarantee or make any 
such grant— 

(a) Unless it shall be certified to them by the Secretary for Scotland that 
the making of the railway would benefit agriculture in the district 
traversed by the railway, and that such railway is necessary for the 
development of the fishing industry ; 


(b) Unless they are satisfied, after local inquiry, that the said railway, pier, 
breakwater and other works would not be constructed without special 
assistance from the State, and that the same if constructed would not 
unduly compete with any existing railway undertaking ; 


(c) Unless they are satisfied that landowners, local authorities, and other 
persons locally interested have, by the free grant of land, given all 
reasonable assistance and facilities in their power for the construction 
of the said railway, pier, breakwater and other works.”— (Mr. Strachey) 


Question put, ‘That those words be there inserted."—The House 
divided :— Ayes, 37; Noes, 158. rae List, No. ei Bill 
read a Third time, and passed... me 


Larceny Bill :—As amended, considered ; Amendment—(MZr. Lough)—withdrawn ; Bill 
read the Third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Vexatious Actions Bill [x.1.]:—Considered in Committee 


Clause 1.—(Power of Court to en Institution of Action without 
leave) ~e 


Amendment proposed, to omit i i Mr. Oswald).. 


Question put, “That Clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill.”— 
5 Committee divided Ayes, 144; Noes, 41.—(Division List, 


No. 405) 
Clause 2,—(Extent and Short Title) —Ondeved to stand part of the Bill... 
New clause proposed —(Duration of Act.)—(Mr. Lewis) e 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That the Clause be read a —— 
time.”—The Committee divided :—Ayes, 39 ; Noes, 141.—(Division 
List, No. 406). Bill reported, with Amendments ; as amended, to 
be considered To-morrow sis sia * est ~ 

Suppty [Avucust 81x ].—Resolution reported :— 

Civil Services and Revenue Departments Estimates 1896-7. 

Class IV.—£595,922 (including a Supplementary sum of £4,125), for 
Public Education in Scotland... on se oe ane ws 

Resolution read a Second time 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That this roan doth agree wil the 
Committee in the said Resolution.”—The House divided iia die 
141; Noes, 33.—(Division List, No. 407) ee 


Poor Relief (Ireland) Bill :—Second Reading deferred ,,, 
Burglary Bill :—After short Debate, read a Second Time, and committed for To-morrow 


Official Secrets Bill :—Order for resuming Adjourned Debate on Second Reading 
(26th June) read and discharged; Bill withdrawn— (Mr. Pickersgill) 


Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Bill :—Consideration, as amended, deferred 


Baths and Washhouses Acts Amendment Bill :—As amended, considered ; 
Amendments made; Bill read the Third time, and passed, , 
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Quarter Sessions (London) Bill :—Read a Second time, and committed ,,, 


Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment - 2) Bill [1.1.]:—Reada Second 


time, and committed 


Law Agents saga Bill :—Order for Third Reading read; Debate adjourned 
till To-morrow, , ms we é 


Military Lands Act (1892) Amendment Bill :—rder for Committee read and 


discharged ; Bill withdrawn 


LORDS: TUESDAY, llrn AUGUST 1896. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


Dublin Corporation Bill [u.u.]:—Report of the Standing Orders Committee, con- 
sidered, and agreed to _.. 


Motion made, that the ine do disagree with those portions of the 
Commons’ Amendments which dealt with the franchise clause of 
the Bill, and that the House do agree with the rest of the 
Commons’ Amendments.—(Chairman of Committees)—Agreed to .. 


Committee appointed to prepare reasons to be offered to the Commons 
for the Lords disagreeing to the said Amendments. Report from 
Committee agreed to; and Message sent to the Commons to return 
the said Bill with the reasons... 


Baths and Washhouses Acts Amendment Bill :—Brought from the Commons 
and Read 14.—| No. 248) 


West Highland enemies Guarantee Bill :—Read 12.—(Secretary for Scotland).— 
[No.249.] es 


Agricultural Rates, Congested Districts and Burgh Land Tax Relief 
(Scotland) Bill :—Motion made, ‘That the Bill be now read a Second time.” 
—(Secretary for Scotland) 


Eari of Camperdown ... 


Bill read 2", and committed to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Thursday next... 


Stannaries Bill [#.1.]:—Consent of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, in right 
of his Duchy of Cornwall, signified ; Commons’ Amendments considered, and agreed to 


Light Railways Bill :—Amendments reported 


New Clause proposed, Stadiecciaies for Order snail pom (Chair man 
of Committees)... ‘ 
Secretary to the Board of T 
Clause withdrawn mie “ne tis = 
Paragraph (c) Sub-section (1), Clause 5, word “notified” struck out ; 


word “informed ” inserted inetead thereof. Bill read the Third 
time, and passed os te hap oes 
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Uganda Railway Bill :—Considered in Committee ; reported, without Amendment ; 
Standing Committee negatived , 7 

Public Health (Ireland) Bill :—Considered in Committee 


Clause 2,—-(Power to Execute Works in adjoining _— wa to com- 
bine for Execution of Works) se 
Amendment proposed, after the words “adjoining district, ” to insert 
the words— 
“or between them and any person with the consent of such last-mentioned 


sanitary authority, and may, with the like consent, supply and sell water to 
any person in such adjoining district.’””—(Ear/ of Ranfurly) 


Amendment agreed to; Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill 
Clause 10, 


Amendment proposed, after Clause 10, to insert the following clause :— 


“The Local Government Board may by order assign to any port sanitary authority 
any powers, rights, duties, capacities, and obligations under the Infectious 
Disease Prevention Act, 1890, with the necessary modifications.” —(Karl of 
Ranfurly) 





(Jurisdiction of Port Sanitary Authority) 


Clause read 1* and 24, and slike to aiid sak of te Bill 


Clause 30,—(Interpretation of 41 and 42 Vict., ¢. 52, s. 2) 


Amendment proposed, after Clause 30, to insert new clause-—(Exemp- 
tion of Government Buildings).—(Zarl of Ranfurly) 


Clause read 1* and 2°, and ordered to stand part of the Bill 


Clause 32,—( Definitions) 


Amendment proposed, at the end of the clause, to insert the wile “and 
the expression ‘town’ includes a — having Commissioners.” 
—(Earl of re Agreed to; Clause, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill . 


Standing Committee waite : nig tiie No. XXXIX, dagen 
with ; Amendments reported ; Bill read 3°, with the Amendments, 
passed, and returned to the Commons 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill :— Read 24, and Committee negatived 

Public Works Loans Bill :——Read 2, and Committee negatived 

Telegraph Money Bill :—Read 2°, and Committee negatived 

Local Taxation (Ireland) Estate Duty Bill: —-Read 2°, and Committee negatived 


COMMONS: TUESDAY, llrx AUGUST 1896. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 
Londonderry Improvement Bill :—Lords’ Amendments considered, and agreed to, , 


East Inpia (LEAVE AND Pension Ruxes or tHE Crvit (UNCOVENANTED) 
Service) :—Return.—[{No. 339]... wes — oy ns oes 


County Courts (Puainrs anp Sitrinas) :-—Return.—[No. 340] 


Potice Pensions, Erc., (Scortanp) :—Return.—{ No. 341] ... see 
VOL. XLIV. [rourrH sErtEs. | 


XXxili 


Page 


476 
476 


476 


~~ 
aI -] 
co or) 


_ 
-~1 
~~ 






i 
| 
| 









XXXiV TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
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Companies Bill :—Paper.—[No. 342] eek wok wee im a 

Infant Life Protection Bill and seep’ of Nurse Children Bill :—Paper.— 
[No. 343] a es a 

Pusiic INcoME AND Cerenenen ities _{No. 344] 

Post Orrick TrLEGrapHs (REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE) :—Return.— 
[ No. 345] 

Post Orrick RevENUE AND ExpenprturE :—Return.—{ No. 346] 

Lanp Reeisrry ;-—Account.—{ No. 347] 

Gas Unperrakines :—Return.—! No. 348] 

Gas Unpertakines (Loca, Autrnorities) :—Return.—{No. 349] ... 

sgh” ~ alae (West Ripinec oF YorKSHIRE) :—Further Return. 
—{No. 350]... 


ADJOURNMENT MOoTions UNDER STANDING ORDER 17 :—Return.—{No. 351] 
Ciosure or Depate (STanDING OrpvER 25) :—Return.—{ No. 352] ... 


Business oF THE House (Days occUPIED BY GOVERNMENT AND BY PRIVATE 
Mempers) :—Return.—[No. 353}... 


Joint Srock Compantks :—Returns.—{ No. 354] 


KITCHEN AND REFRESHMENT Rooms (Houser or Commons) :—Power given to 
the Select Committee to report their Observations ; Report brought up 
and read ; Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed.—{ No. 355] 


Coal Mines Regulations Act (1887) Amendment eon 7” Bill :—Lords’ Amend- 


ments considered, and agreed to,,. 


Truck Bill :—Lords’ Amendments considered, and agreed to,,, 


QUESTIONS. 


Staves in British East Arrica—Question, Sir C. Dilke ; Answer, Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs ene one 
Income Tax AND JUDICIAL RENTS (IRELAND) —Question, Dr. McDonnell ;5 
Answer, Chancellor of the Exchequer _.. en aa 
Expiosives (MONTHLY rsa — Question, Mr. Aird ; “Answer, Home 
Secretary eas as wa ae es oes 
FoREIGN-MADE CHAIRS (House OF — Mr. Maclure ; 
Answer, First Commissioner of Works oce - 
APPRENTICES (MERCANTILE MariNE)—Question, Mr. Cay zer ; ; Answer, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade ein ae we 
Deatu or A Boy (Cookstown)—Question, “Mr. Doogan ; “Answer, Chief 
Secretary for Ireland ‘ _ 2a om wn en has 
ApvEN Hosprrats (TRAINED Nursinc Strarr)—Question, Mr. Bhownaggree ; 
Answer, Secretary of State for India ere a8 aes sh 
Raitways IN Inp1A—Question, Mr. Bhownaggree; Answer, Secretary of 
State for India ? 
PasturE Houpines (IRELAND we -Question, Sir J. Colomb ; “Answer, Chief 
Secretary for Ireland 
Irish Maits—Questions, Mr. Condon, ‘Mr. Austin, and Captain Donelan ; 
Answers, Secretary to the Treasury a , ; 
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Army Lance Sraves—Question, Colonel Welby ; Answer, Under Secretary 
for War 

War TROPHIES—Question, Colonel Welby ; : ‘Answer, Under Secretary for 
War. 


Lexnarp Estate (Cones, Co. Monacuas)—Question, Mr. Macaleese; : ‘Answer, 
Chief Secretary for Ireland : ed inn 

JupiciaL Rents (Co. Mon Acas)—-Question, ‘Mr. Macaleese ; Answer, Chief 
Secretary for Ireland 

HoLyHEAD Harsour—Question, Mr. Griffith ; Answer, President of the 
Board of Trade 

DuBLIN ARTILLERY Minrt1a— Question, Mr. a O'Connor ; “Answer, Under 
Secretary for War ... sce 

Barrack Room Coat Supplry— Question, Mr. Giles ; Answer, " Under 
Secretary for War 

St. STEPHEN’s Crypt (Houses OF PARLIAMENT)—Question, J Mr. ‘Gedge ; 
Answer, First Commissioner of Works... 

CrETE— Questions, Mr. Monk and Mr. T. M. Healy ; Answers, Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs aes nia ea a 

GOVERNOR OF Canp1a-—Question, Mr. Monk ; Answer, Under Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs ... a ne _ 

Her Magesty’s AMBASSADOR (Const antiNoPLE)— Question, Mr. Monk ; 
Answer, Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs a ee 

WINCHESTER Barracks—Question, Mr. Myers ; Answer, Under Secretary 
for War 

East InpIA Accounts—Questions, Sir W. Wedderburn ; ‘ Answer. 8, Secretary 
of State for India 

Bencat Tenancy Act, 1885 —Question, Mr. ‘Bhownaggree ; “Answer, Secre- 
tary of State for India , ms or 

Prisoners’ Arp Societies (Mr. Merrick’s Report) — ~Question, Mr. Herbert 
Gladstone ; Answer, Home Secretary _ .. ‘ ~ “8 

PRISON InpusTRIES—Question, Mr. Herbert Gladstone ; Answer, Home 
Secretary : ; ans 

DURATION OF SENTENCES (Roya Commission) — Question, Mr. “Herbert 
Gladstone ; Answer, Home Secretary : vee 

STATISTICAL OFFIcE—Question, Mr. Stuart ; Answer, Secretary. to the 
Treasury . 

MEcHANics AND LABOURERS (Roy. AL Parks) — Question, Mr. Stuart ; . Answer, 
First Commissioner of Works 

PurcHase oF Ho.pincs (IRELAND) —Question, “Mr. J. P: Farrell ; " Answer, 
Chief Secretary for Treland ‘ “ es he “, 

Styne Heap—Question, Mr. Field ; ‘Answer, President of the Board of 
Trade ; ios ai 

Cuarce or Murper (OmacH)— “Question, Mr. Macaleese ; Answer, Chief 
Secretary for Ireland ie : = ie se 

Sourn AFRICAN ComMrrreE—Questions, Sir W. “Harcourt and Sir E. 
Ashmead-Bartlett ; Answers, First Lord of the Treasury 





WINE AND BEERHOUsE AcTS AMENDMENT :—Bill to amend the Law relating 
to the Licensing of Beerhouses and places for the Sale of Cider and 
Wine by retail in England and Wales, ordered to be brought in by 
Mr. Herbert Lewis, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Cameron Corbett, and Sir 
Cameron Gull; presented, and read the First time.—{ Bill 341] 


WatERMEN’s CerTIFICATES :—Bill to grant Certificates to Watermen, ordered 
to be brought in by Mr. Michael Austin, Mr. Davitt, Mr. Lough, Mr. 
John Burns, and Dr. Robert Ambrose ; presented and read the First 
time. —{Bill 342] sn we sii ui 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
4 


Suppry [10rn Avcust| :—Resolutions reported. 


Civil Service and Revenue Departments Estimates 1896-7 :— 


1. £116,997, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the Local 
Government Board wa 


Agreed to 


Class V,— 


2. £237,318, to complete the sum for the Expenses of Her Majesty’s Embassies 
and Missions Abroad, and of: the Consular Establishments Abroad and other 
Expenditure chargeable on the Consular Vote 


Agreed to... ies oon 


Class VI,— 


3. £271,028, to complete the sum for Superannuation, Retired, and Compassionate 
Allowances and Gratuities under sundry Stitutes, and for Compassionate 
Allowances and Gratuities awarded by the Treasury, and for the Salaries of 
Medical Referees 


Agreed to 


aoe 


4. £3,100, to complete the sum for certain Pensions to Masters and Seamen of 
the Merchant Service, and to their Widows and Children ,,, 


Agreed to 
5. £31,089, to make good the sum by which the Interest accrued in the year ended 
20th November 1895, from Securities held by the National Debt Com- 
missioners, on account of “The Funds for the Banks of Savings,” and ‘‘ The 
Fund for Friendly Societies”’ is sufficient to meet the Interest which the said 


Commissioners are obliged by Statute to Pay and Credit during such latter 
mentioned year to Trustees of Savings Banks and Friendly Societies 


Agreed to 


6. £822, to complete the sum for certain Miscellaneous Charitable and other 
Allowances in Great Britain 


Agreed to 


Class VII :— ( 


7. £8,740. to complete the sum fcr the Salaries and other Expenses (including 
certain Grants in Aid) of Temporary Commissions and Committees, and Special 
Inquiries 


Agreed to... ees ‘iin * 
8. £2,449, to complete the sum for certain Miscellaneous Expenses 
Agreed to 


9. £7,602, for the Repayment to the Civil Contingencies Fund of certain 
Miscellaneous Advances 


Agreed to 
Class I :— 


10. £41,375, to complete the sum for muintaining certain Harbours, Light- 
houses, etc., under the Board éf Trade 


Agreed to 
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Class IT :— 


11. £11,663, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the Offices 
of the House of Lords ... = a? e ae a 


‘ oe 
Agreed to... “at oar iene se _ ist eb .» 505 


13. £61,000, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses in the 
Department of Her Majesty’s Treasury and Subordinate Departments .., 505 


Agreed to... ae ve ~ ise sid ni en . 505 


15. £32,500, to complete the sum fora Grant in Aid of the Mercantile Marine 


Fund ,,, ae shat ae oy ik sik oe .. 505 
Agreed to... oe 0 nee ae te = nn ... 505 


16. £12, to complete the sum for meeting the Deticiency of Income from 
Fees, etc., for the requirements of the Board of Trade, under the 
Bankruptcy Acts, 1883 and 1890, and The Companies (Winding-up) Act, 


1890... Sa ahi al dike pn bet ne ... 60 
Agreed to... ae ea oe ss ae nae ae ... 506 


17. £35,529, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Board of Agriculture, and to defray the repayable Expenses to be incurred 
in matters of Incjosure and Land Improvement, and to pay certain Grants 
in Aid eos es Sire as eae ae var ... 906 


Agreed to... mete ne es sea 3 Si des .. 506 


18. £28,869, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the Charity 
Commission for England and Wales, including the Endowed Schools 


Department ee ae a ss} AR < .. 809 
Agreed to... _ ie x a air os sas «1-009 
19. £14,918, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the Public 
Record Office .,, ae ee ae see we we: ... 3909 
Agreed to... ig ne fed es re oe aes was: ae 


20. £13,800, to complete the sum for the Salaries and .Expenses of the 
Office of Her Majesty’s Woods, Forests and Land Revenues, and of the 


Office of Land Revenue Records and Inrolments a As con OR 
Agreed to”... _ ie as ae an Sn wit .. O16 


Class ITT :— 


21. £426,290, to complete the sum tor the Expenses of the Prisons in 


England, Wales, and the Colonies see ae mn 3 > Bpié6 
Agreedto ... sea one es rom ‘uti a wn «- oe 


Class IV :— 


23. £16,154, to complete the sum for sundry Grants in Aid of Scientific 


Investigations, ke. ,,, on ve os Ss et ... 521 
Agreed to... Gare one “th sie ov an .. O2l 


25. £10, to complete the sum for the Expenses of the University of London... 52] 


Agreed to... ma sis sa on -~ = _ < 631 


Class V :— 


26. £104,000, to complete the sum for Grants in Aid of Expenses connected 
with the British Protectorates in Uganda and Central and Kast Africa..., 52] 


Agreed to... we 5s fs on sa ate oe so O2t 
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28. £1,000, to complete the sum for a Grant in Aid of the Revenue of the 
Island of Cyprus ! 


Motion made, and Question put, “That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution..—The House divided :— 
Ayes, 142; Noes, 38.—(Division List, No. 408)... 

Postponed Resolutions further considered ea — ews 


12. £22,036, to complete the sum for the salaries and Expenses in the Offices 
of the House of Commons 


Agreed to... me ay sé bie ene 


14. £29,400, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Department of Iler Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies’ 
including a Grant in Aid of certain Expenses connected with Emigration 


Agreed to... — J 


18, £28,869, to complete the sum for the Salaries and Expenses of the Charity 
Commission for England and Wales, including the Endowed Schools 
Department ; 


Agreed to... 


22. £126,746, to complete the sum for the Expense of the Maintenance of 
Juvenile Offenders in Reformitory, Industrial and Day Industrial Schools 
in Great Britain, and of, the Inspectors of Reformatories et 


Agreed to 


24. £64,179, to complete the sum for Grants in Aid of the Expenses of certain 
Universities and Colleges in Great Britain, and of the Expenses under 
the Welsh Intermediate Eduction Act, 1889 


Amendment to reduce vote—( Mr. Carvell Williams) 
Amendment withdrawn ; Resolution agreed to 


27. £52,738 (including a Supplementary sum of £27,550), to complete the sum 
for sundry Colonial Services, including certain Grants in Aid, and Expenses 
incurred under **'The Pacific Islanders’ Protection Act, 1875,’’ and certain 
Charges connected with South Africa 


Ways anp Means—{1l0ru AvucGust]:—Resolution reported :— 
“That towards the Supply granted to Her Majesty for the Service of the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1897, the sum of £35,709,841 be granted 
out of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom ”’ 


Resolution agreed to aon se 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill :—bill to apply a sum of the Consolidated 
Fund to the Service of the year ending on the Thirty-first day of March, One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven, and to appropriate the Supplies granted 
in this Session of Parliament, ordered to be brought in by Mr. James William 
Lowther, the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Hanbury; _ presented 
accordingly, and read the First time ; to be read a Second time To-morrow 


Sirtine or tHE Hovusrk (WeEDNEsDAY).— Motion made :— 
“That the Government Dusiness be not interrupted To-morrow at half-past 

Five or Six o’clock, and may be entered upon at any hour though opposed.’’— 

(First Lord of the Ticasury) 


After short Debate, Motion agreed to 


Vexatious Actions Bill (1.1.):—As «amended, considered; read the Third time, and 
passed, with Amendment 


eee eee eee wee eee eee eee 
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Burglary Bill [#.1.]:—Considered in Committee war 
Clause 1,—(Trial for Burglaries at Quarter Sessions) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “of arms, of — 
violence, or.” —(Chancellor of the Exchequer)—Agreed to.. 


Further Amendment proposed, to omit the words evel that 
notice of a committal to a Court of Quarter Seesions must be sent 
to the Director of Public Prosecutions.—(Attorney a 
Agreed to; Clause as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.. 


Clauses 2 and 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill; Bill reported with 
Amendments ; as amended, to be considered To-morrow $i 


Labourers (Ireland) Bill :—Consideration of the Lords’ Amendments deferred till 
‘To-morrow 


Quarter Sessions (London) Bill :—Considered in Committe», and reported without 
Amendment; Bill read the Third time, and passed 


Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment ha 7 Bill :—Considered in 


Committee : > - 
Clause 1, iat: of iain alles 43 & 44 Vic. c. 35) tall to 
stand part of the Bill . 
Clause 2,—( Publication of Orders)—-Ordered to stand part of the Bill 
Clause 3,—-(Explanation of 57 & 58 Vie. c. 24) 
Amendment proposed, to insert after the word “ borough,” the words :— 


**and any expenses incurred in a county boron; gh under this Act shall be defrayed 
out of the borough fund or borough rate.”—(Mr. Bigwoor) 


Amendment agreed to ; clause, as amended, ordered to stand part of the 
sill 
Clause 4,—(Partial Repeal of 43 and 44 Vict. c. 55 s. 3)—Negatived 
Clause 5,—( Definition of ‘* Wild Birds”)—-Ordered to stand part of the 
Bill : + ie oe sind sole a 
Clause 6,—( Application to Scotland and Ireland) 
Amendment proposed, to add to the clause the words : 


‘‘and any expenses incurred in carrying this Act into effect in Ireland shall 
be defrayed out of the poor rate.”"—(Mr. 7. M. Healy) 


Question put, “That those words be there added.” —The Committee 
divided :—- Ayes, 44; Noes, 149.—(Division List, No. 409) 

Motion made, that Progress be reported.—(.Vr. 7’. M. Healy) ... 

Motion to report Progress withdrawn ; Clause, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill.—Bill reported, with Amendments; as 
amended, to be considered To-morrow 


Land Law (Ireland) Bill :— Consideration of Lords’ Amendments deferrd 


Poor Relief (Ireland) Bill :—Order for Second Reading read, and discharged ; 
Bill withdrawn . sa F 


London University Commission Bill [#.t.} :—Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged; Bill withdrawn, - as ae - 
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British Sourn ArricaAn CommirreE :—Motion made, “That the Select 
Committee on British South Africa do consist of Seventeen Members.” 
—(Mr. T. M. Healy) ... 


After short Debate, Question, “That the Select Committee on 
British South Africa do consist of Seventeen Members,” put and 
negatived.—The Attorney General, Mr. ssa and Mr. Blake 
nominated Members of Committee : ; oe 


Motion made, and Question, “That Mr. Sydney Buxton be one 
other Member of the Committee.”—(Sir William Walrond) 


Amendment proposed, to substitute the name of Mr. J. Redmond.— 


(Mr. P. O’Brien) 
The House divided :—Ayes, 181 ; Noes, 20.—(Division List, No. 410)... 


Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, Mr. Secretary Chamberlain, Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Cripps, Sir William Hart Dyke, 
Mr. John Ellis, Sir William Harcourt, and Mr. Jackson nominated 
other Members of the Committee 


On the Question, “ That Mr. Labouchere be one other Member of the 
Committee,” 


Amendment proposed, “ That the name of Mr. Labouchere be omitted, 
and that of Mr. Jolin Redmond inserted.”—(Mr. Duncombe) 


Question put, “That Mr. Lalouchere be one other Member of the 
Committee.”—The House divided :—Ayes, 148; Noes, 48.- 
(Division List, No. 411) — os , si 


Question put, “That Mr. Wharton be one other Member of the 
Committee ”—(Sir William Walrond) 


Amendment proposed, that the name of Mr. Arthur O’Connor be 
substituted.—(Mr. 7’. M. Healy) 


Question put, “That Mr. Wharton be one other Member of the 
Committee."—-The House divided:—Ayes, 184; Noes, 10.— 
(Division List, No. 412) : ee ; 


Resolved, “That Mr. George Wyndham be one other Member of the 
Committee.”—Ordered, that Seven be the quorum ... 


LORDS: WEDNESDAY, 12trx AUGUST 1896. 


Vexatious Actions Bill j 1.1. }:—Returned from the Commons agreed to, with Amend- 
ments.—[No. 251]. 


Quarter Sessions (London) Bill :—Brought from the Commons and Read 1*,—(Lord 
Belper).—[ No. 252] 


Land Law (Ireland) Bill: — Returned from the Commons with several of the Amend- 
ments agreed to; several others agreed to, with Amendments; and several others 
disagreed to, with reasons for such disagreement ; and with consequential Amendments 


to the Bill. The said Amendments and reasons to be printed, and to be considered 
‘To-morrow.—[No. 250] 
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Labourers (Ireland) Bill :—Returned from the Commons with several of the Amend- 
ments agreed to; and with one Amendment disagreed to, with a reason for such 
disagreement. ‘The said Amendment and reason to be printed, and to be considered 
To-morrow.—[ No. 253] 


Light Railways Bill :—Returned from the Commons, with the Amendments agreed to 


Londonderry Improvement Bill :-——Returned from the Commons, with the Amend- 
ments agreed to 


COMMONS: WEDNESDAY, 1l21n, AUGUST 1896. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


City and South London Railway Bill :— Lords’ Amendments considered 

Motion made, to disagree with the Lords’ Amendment by which the 
clause preserving the church of St. Mary Woolnoth, in the City of 
London, was struck out, and a new clause was inserted by which 
the proceeds of the sale of the church should be handed over to the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners.—(Sir J. Savory) s 
Mr. Martin... ... O80 Chairman of Ways and Means... 
Sir J. Kennaway  ... 581 

Lords’ Amendment disagreed with Se aie oh = 

Motion made that Clause 7 be re-inserted.—(Sir J. Savory)—-Agreed to 

Committee appointed to draw up reasons to be assigned for disagreeing 
with certain of the Lords’ Amendments 


Weston-super-Mare Urban District Council Bill : 
Motion made, 
“That, in the case of the Weston-super-Mare Urban District Council Bill, 
Standing Order 246 be suspended, and that the Lords’ Amendments to the 
Bill be taken into consideration forthwith.’’—(Dr. Farquharson) 
Agreed to ; Lords’ Amenments agreed to 
STANDING OrbeERS :—Chairman of Ways and Means moved a series of 
Amendments to the Standing Orders 
Amendments agreed to as ii aa ae ak — 
Chairman of Ways and Means moved new Standing Order, 458,— 
(Definition of Improvement and Limits of Improvement Area)— 
Ordered, that the said Order be a Standing Order of this House 
East InpIA (BENGAL Gaots) :—Return.—[ No. 356] 
TecunicaAL Epucation (APPLICATION OF Funbs By LocaL AvuTHORITIES) :— 
Return.—{ No. 357]... 
Prers AND Harsours (Unrrep Kincpom) :--Return.—{ No. 358] 
Civit Service (Temporary Emptoyment) :—Return.—{ No. 359] 
Fieers (Greav Brirrain AND Foreign Counrrigs) ; -Return.— | No. 360] 


Taxes AND Imposts :—Return.—{ No. 361] 
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Savines Banks :—Return.—[No. 362] 

Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (ProcEEDINGs) :—Account.—{ No. 363] 
Companies (WinpING-Up) Act, 1890 :—Account.—! No. 364] 


Hien Court or Justice anp Court or AppEAL, ETc. :—Copy of Account. 
—[No. 365]... ae wa 2 


SUPERANNUATION Act, 1887:—Copy of Return for the year ended 31st 
March, 1896, of the Army and Navy Officers permitted, under 
Rule 2 of the Regulations drawn up under Section 6 of the Act, to 
hold Civil Employment of profit under Public Departments.— 
| No. 366 | es om wsis 

LocaL Taxation Rerurns (ENGLAND) :—{ No. 367] 


Royan Parrioric Funp :—Report from the Select Committee, with Minutes 
of Evidence.—| No. 368] 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Land Law (Ireland) Bill :—Lords’ Amendments considered 


Motion made, that the House do agree with the Lords in their first 
Amendment.-—( Chief Secretary for Ireland) 


Amendment proposed, to amend the Amendment by striking out 
the words “the form set out in the first schedule to their Act, or 


in such other.” —( Mr. VM. Healy) 
Amendment withdrawn 


Amendment proposed, at the end of the new sub-section to insert the 
words, “ nothing contained in the first schedule of this Act shall 
affect the construction of any other portion of the Act.”—(Mr. 7’. 
M. Healy )}—Agreed to ‘ ee: 


On the Lords’ Amendment dealing with “the occupation rights of a 
tenant on fixing a fair rent ” 


Amendment proposed, to insert the words “after a fair rent has been 
fixed for the first time for a holding.” —( Chief Secretary for Ireland) 


Amendment agreed to 
Consequential Amendments made... 


Motion made to negative the Motion already made, “ That the House do 
agree with the Lords in the said Amendment.”—/( First Lord of 
Treasury )— Agreed to 


On the Motion, “That the House do agree with the Lords’ Amendment 
to leave out the word ‘one’ in line 5, page 3,” Amendment proposed 
that this House do disagree with the Amendment.—(Mr. Knox) ... 


Question put, “That this House doth disagree with the Lords in the 
said Amendment.” The House divided :—Ayes, 57 ; Nues, 143,— 
(Division List, No. 413) ae ie ses 
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Motion made, to agree with the Lords ina new clause inserted by 
them providing that any enactment prohibiting the resumption of 
a holding until the expiration of the first statutory term in a 
tenancy, should apply only where the term began before the 
commencement of the Bill.—(Chie/’ Secretary for Ireland)... . 614 


Amendment proposed, to disagree with the Lords’ Amendment.—(J/r. 
1’. M. Healy) ... is oe a aes op ape - we 


Amendment withdrawn ; Lords’ Amendment agreed to ... .. 615 


Amendment proposed, to insert, at the end of the Lords’ Amendment, 
“in cases in which the incoming tenant shall apply.”—( Mr. 7. M. 


Hea'y)—Withdrawn ... 616 


Amendment proposed to insert the words, “In the case of holdings to 

\ lment } lt t the words, “ In tl f holdings t 
which the provisions of the Act respecting demesne lands and town 
parks apply.” (Attorney Gineral for Ireland) —-Agreed to 


Co 
_ 
oo 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment to Clause 3, pro- 
viding that where the judicial rent does not exceed £50 a year the 
amount of any deduction made by the tenant may be recovered from 
the person to whom the difference was paid or his personal repre- 
sentatives, and with the Amendment to Clause 4, providing that 
the judicial term in cases of agreements should be held to date from 
the day on which the Land Law (Treland) Act, 1881, came into 
force.—(Chief Secretary for Ireland )—Agreed to ... ee << ‘CAV 


On Clause 5,—(Excelusion of certain holdings) 


Motion made, ‘That the House do disagree with the Lords’ Amendment 
providing that the Land Acts shall not apply to a tenancy (other 
than a holding let to be used wholly or mainly for a dairy farm) 
which is let to be used wholly or mainly for the purpose of pasture 
if it is of the rateable value of £50.”—(Chief Secretary for Ireland) 617 


Question put, “That this House doth disagree with the Lords in the 
said Amendment.” —The House divided :—Ayes, 176 ; Noes, 24. 
—(Division List, No. 414)... me oe ee ie ... 620 


Motion made, to disagree with the Lords in the Amendment, page 4, 
line 3X, leave out “unless” and insert “ until.”—(Wr. M. Healy) 
-Agreed to i ap ... 620 
Motion made, to disagree with the Lords in the Amendment, lines 39 
and 40, leaving out the words “during the continuance of the 
tenancy -(Mr. M. Healy)—Agreed to... ee ae << a 


Lords’ Amendments, page 5, lines 6 and 7, leave out “may if it think just,” 
and line 8, after “common,” insert “ may if it think that it is just” 
—Agreed to... ne ee <a SP ae ie ... 621 


On the Lords’ Amendment, page 5, line 9, after “occupied ” inserting 
“provided that such order fixing a fair rent shall not have the 
effect of increasing the liability of the landlord for rates or taxes in 
respect of the holding, and such Order shall not he made if the 
Court are of opinion that the interests of the landlord in the holding 
will be injuriously affected thereby, otherwise than by the mere 
fixing of a fair rent” ... a3: ais se ane aia .. 621 


Motion made, to omit the words “ provided that.”—( Chief Secretary for 
Ireland )}—Agreed to ... mae sees oi ore one -- 621 
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Motion made, “ That the House do disagree with the Lords’ Amendment ” 
striking out Clause 5.—( First Lord of the Treasury) 


Motion agreed to... cad 16 
Motion made, to add to the end of the clause the proviso,— 


‘‘ Provided that the section shall not entitle any person to have a fair rent fixed who 
is not bond fide using the holding as an ordinary farm.’’—(First Lord of the 
Treasury) 


Motion agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment—Line 27, leave out from “person” to “if,” in 


line 31 


Motion made, “ That the House do disagree with the Lords’ Amendment ” 
—( Chief Secretary for Ireland )—Agreed to... 


Line 33, after “or” insert “ if it.’—Lords’ Amendment agreed to 


Line 34, after “date” insert :— 


‘“‘ provided that the amount of land so sub-let shall not exceed one-cighth of the 
holding, nor one statute acre for each house or allotment, nor five acres in the 
aggregate ” is “es ne os ae eis ues 

Motion made to disagree with the Lords’ Amendment.”—/(Chief 
Secretary for Ireland )—Agreed to 


Line 35, after ‘ provided,” insert “ also ” 


Motion made, to disagree with the Lords in this Amendment.—(Chie/ 
Secretary for Ireland )—-Agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment to Clause 8,—(Turbary and other _ profits, 
easements, and privileges) 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment.—/( ache Sec eit 
of Ireland)— Agreed to 


Amendment proposed to add new sub-section.—(Mr. M. Heals yy 
Withdrawn nan vee ee os “ 


Amendment proposed, after Sub-section (1), in Clause 8, to insert new 
sub-section.—( Mr. Anoa) oes 
Question put, “That those words be there inserted in the Lords’ Amend- 
ment.”—The House divided : en 61; ii, 139.— (Division 
List, No. 415) .. ; re ae ahs 


Amendment seinitial after the second word “ order,” to add :— 


‘* Provided that the Court may remit application for hearing to any Sub- 
Commissioner who at the time the claim is made is actually : sitting or about 
to sit in the district in which the holding is situated, and who shall have all 
the powers to hear and determine the matter of the application and to make 
an order thereon.”’—-(.Mr. M. Healy} : 


Amendment agreed to; Lords’ Amendment, as waisdind _— to 


Motion made, that the House do agree with the Lords’ Amendment-— 


Page 7, line 20, leave out from “accordingly” to the end of the sub-section, and 
to insert asa new sub-section :— 


2.) Provided that where a fair rent has after the passing of this Act been fixed 
for the first time in the case of a tenatcy to which.”—(Chief Seere‘ary for 
Ireland) 


Amendment agreed to 
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Amendment proposed, Clause 9, page 7, line 9 of new Sub-section (2), 
after “paid the” to insert “ — 53 caly )—With- 
drawn die ie ‘ as sa 











Amendment proposed, Clause 9, page 7, line 9, of new Sub-section (2), 
after “rent” to insert “ when seat fixed. onic taaani 
Sor Ireland )—Agreed to 


Amendment proposed, Clause 9, page 7, line 10, after “rent” to insert 
“for that portion of the statutory term then remaining unexpired.” 
—(Mr, M. Healy )—Agreed to 


Amendment proposed, Clause 9, page 7, line 11, after “ that” to insert— 
“by reason of any special circumstances not brought to the knowledge of the Court 
on the hearing of the application to havea fair rent fixed.”—(JMr. M. Healy) ... 


Agreed to; Lords’ Amendment, as amended, agreed to... 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment— 
Page 4, line 31, after “ holding ”’ insert “ the substantial part of .”—(Chief Secretary 
Sor Ireland) 
agreed to _ —_ ose eco 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment— 
Page 8, line 15, leave out from “decree” to ‘‘ had” in line 16, and insert “ for 
possession or writ of possession.”— (Chief Secretary for Ireland) 
agreed to sen oe Ags as : 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment— 
Page 9, line 39, after ‘ lodged” insert ‘‘in respect of the rent and arrears, 
exclusive of costs.” —/(Chief Secretary for Ireiand) 
agreed to : a ae 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment— 


Page 10, line 1, leave out from beginning of the line to (“shall”) in line 2, and 
insert ‘‘ the date of the commencement of the proceedings in the ejectment, 
and the balance of the rent due to that date shall be recoverable by the 
landlord as if the same were a debt due to him by the person legally liable 
therefor, but. ii apie ” —" 

agreed to . 


Amendment proposed, Clause 15, page 9, line 40 of Bill, after “ shall,” 
insert ‘‘in the case of any ejectment brought after the passing of 
this Act.”—( Mr. M. Healy) . 


Amendment withdrawn 


Amendment proposed, in the Lords’ Amendment, page 10, line 1, after 
“ ejectment ” to insert— 


“ in the case of any ejectment in which judgment was recovered before the passing 
of this Act.”"—/Mr. M. Healy) 


Amendment negatived ; Lords’ Amendment en Oi as 


Motion made that the following Lords’ Amendment be agreed to :— 


Page 10, line 3, after “‘ distress ” insert “ provided, however, that (1) nothing herein 
contained shall relieve the tenant from paying or undertaking to pay costs as 
provided by the said sections ; and (2) that this section shall not apply to any 
proceeding in ejectment in which an Order has been or shall be made 
under the 30th section of the Land Laws (Ireland) Act, _— nor to any 
arrears of rent the subject or any such Order’ = Lb Bs 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to 
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Lords’ Amendments agreed to :— 


Line 6, after ‘ manner” insert “and subject to the prescribed rules and con- 
ditions ”; line 18, after *‘ provision” insert ‘‘in the agreement” 


On the Lords’ Amendment, 


Line 24, after “same” insert “ (4) The said conditions shall, in the case of an 
agreement made by a limited owner or a mortgagor or mortgagee in possession, 
include such conditions as may seem necessary to protect the interests of the 
person entitled on the cessor “of the interest or possession of such limited 
owner, mortgagor or mortgagee, 


Amendment proposed, to leave out “seem necessary” and to insert 
instead thereof the words “be prescribed.”—( Mr. 7. M. aii 
—Agreed to; Lords’ Amendment agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to :— 


Line 33, leave out from *‘ be” to the end of the clause, and insert ‘“‘a sale within 
the meaning of Section one of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, but the 
provisions of the severa! sub-sections thereof other than Sub-section (6) shall 
not apply thereto ”’ 


On Clause 21, the Lords had agreed to an Amendment omitting the 
words “ which should be granted only on special grounds.” 


Motion made, to disagree with the Lords’ 
the words.—(Mr. 7. M. Healy) 


Amendment and to reinstate 


Amendment proposed, to insert the words “as of course.”—/( First Lord 
of the Treasury ) 


Lords’ Amendment disagreed with, and Amendment proposed by First 
Lord of the Treasury agreed to 


Motion made, to agree with Lords’ Amendment—page 15, line 10, leave 
out “persons ” and insert “ person.” —(Chief Secretary for Ireland) 
—Agreed to = ee a Bed ae 


Motion made, to agree with the Lords’ Amendment—line 12, after 
“1891” insert “or the Redemption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 1892.” 
— (Chief Secretary for Ireland )—Agreed to... 


Motion made, to agree w'th the Lords’ Amendment—line 16, after 
“1891” insert “or the Redemption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 1891.” 
—( Chief Secretary Jor Ireland )—Agreed to... 


Motion made, to agree with'the Lords’ Amendment—lines 28 and 29, 
leave out “or persons personally” and insert “ beneficially.” — 
(Chief Secretary for Ircland)— Agreed to 


Motion made, to agree with Lords’ Amendment—line 30, leave out 
Sub-sections (1) to (8) of Clause 30 and to insert new sub-Section— 
(Extinguishment of Superior Tnterests. isi. dh Secr ad Sor 
Ireland ) = 7 - : 


Amendment proposed, Clause 30, page 15, in new Sub-section (1), line 3, 
after “the” insert ‘redemption of a rent under the.”—(Mr. .\/. 
Healy )— Agreed to 

Amendment proposed, Clause 30, page 15, line 4, after “1891 ” insert— 

“ Or where the land is sold by the Land Judge to the tenant thereof, and an 
advance under the Land Purchase Acts is made for the purpose of such sale.” 
—Mr. M. Healy 


Amendment agreed to 
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Amendment proposed, Clause 30, page 15, in new Sub-section (3) after 
“apportionment” insert “and redemption.”—(.Mr. VM. Healy )— 
Agreed to pad me vn 


Amendment proposed, Clause 30, page 15, after new Sub-section (3), 
insert as new sub-section— 
(4.) Where a holding is sold by the Land Judge to the tenant thereof and an 
advance under the Land Purchase Acts is made for the purpose, the Land 
Judge shall have the powers of apportionment and redemption conferred on 
the Land Commission by Sections fifteen and sixteen of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1887, and by Section twenty of the Purchase of Land (Ireland) 
Act, 1891, as the same are amended and extended by this Act in like manner 
as if the Land Judge were the Land Commission.”’—(Mr. IM, Healy) 


Amendment agreed to it vie woe ae ro for 


Amendment proposed, to the new sub-section dealing with the powers of 
the Court where a superior interest is subject to an incumbrance 
as defined by the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, to omit the 
words— 


‘* for the purpose of distribution of the price or compensation payable in respect of 
such superior interest.” —-(J0r. M. Healy) 


Amendment to proposed Amendment agreed to; Amendment, as thus 
altered, agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment-— 


“From page 17, line 32, leave out from ‘any’ to ‘the’ in line 33, and insert ‘ re- 
quisition as to title the making of which by a purchaser would be prevented 
by,’ to page 19, line 7, after ‘ effect’ insert ‘(3) This section shall extend... 
necessary modifications.’ ” 


agreed to _ sags ~~ ice a va ae 


On Clause 34,—(Liabilities for arrears, etc.) 


Amendment proposed, to the Lords’ Amendment, line 9, leave out from 
“and” to “ discharged” in line 12, and insert “is lodged with the 
Land Commission, the purchaser shall in the event of the sale being 
carried out, be,” to omit the words “in the event of the sale being 
carried out.”—( Mr. M. Healy) 


Amendment to the Lords’ Amendment negatived ; Lords’ Amendment 
agreed to 


Lord’s Amendment, page 19, line 16, after the word “rent” insert the 
words “and arrears ”—Agreed to a ee wre sa 


Amendment proposed, to add to Sub-section (1), in order to make its 
sense perfectly clear, the words— 

‘‘ Provided that no proceedings with respect to the said rent and arrears existing at 
the date of the Agreement shall be brought, pending the carrying out of the 
same.”—(Mr. M. Healy) 

agreed to ws site 


Lords’ Amendment— 


page 19, line 23, after the word “shall” insert the words ‘‘as respects the periods 
subsequent to the date of the advance be applied in payment of the interest 
due under section twenty of the Land J-aw (Ireland) Act, 1887, and subject 
thereto shall” 

agreed to ‘ee is me wi seh ae i ts 
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Lords’ Amendment, page 21, line 4, after the word “sha!]” insert the 
words “subject to the provisions of Section thirty of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881 ”—Agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment, page 21, line 34, leave out the word “and,” and 
insert the words “ discharged from ”—Agreed to 


On Lords’ Amendment to insert after the word “ mentioned ” in line 22, 
page 22, the following new sub-section :— 
“(e) Subject to the prescribed rules, any person aggrieved by any Order of the 
a] p ’ pe y 


Land Judge made under this section may apply to the Court of —_— to 
rehear the matter, and the matter shall be reheard accordingly ”’ Y 


Motion made, to insert after the word “rules” in the pears the 


words “ including rules as to security for costs.”—(Chief Seoretary 
for Ireland) sinks mie é 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed to 


Amendment proposed to omit the word “apply” in the Amendment, in 
order to insert the word “appeal.”—-(Chief Secretary for Ireland) 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed to 


Amendment proposed, to omit all the words after “Court of Appeal ” in 
the Amendment, in order to insert the words “ whose decision shall 


be final.”—(Chief Secretary for Ireland) 
Amendment to the Amendment agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment, page 23, line 19, after “ tit ” insert “in 
possession ”__ Agreed to 


eee 


Lords’ Amendment, page 27, line 11, after the first “the” insert 
“heir or,” and after “representative” insert “as the case may be ” 
—Agreed to 


Lords’ Amendment, page 28, line 27, leave out “the” and insert “a” 
—Agreed to 
5 


Lords’ Amendment, line 28, leave out “herein” and insert “in this 
Act ”—Agreed to 
5 


Lords’ Amendment, line 39, leave out from “ where” to the end of the 
sub-section, and insert :— 

“a tenant would, if this Act had been in force at the passing of the Land Law 

(Ireland) Act, 1881, be now a present tenant, and either the landlord has not, 

since the said decision, resumed possession of the holding, or if he resumed the 


tenant has redeemed, the tenant shall be deemed a present tenant for the 
purpose of any such application ” 


Amendment proposed, to leave out “ wit doin” in Lords’ Amend- 
ment, and to insert :— 


“passing of the said Act or the thirty-first day of December, one thousand - 
hundred and eighty-two, as the case may be ”’--(Mr.T. M. Healy) 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed to 


Amendment proposed, after “ redeemed” to insert “or been reinstated.” 
—(Mr. T. M. Healy)—Withdrawn ... 


Amendment proposed, to leave out, in line 5, the word “ redeem,” and 
substitute for it the words ‘“‘ has redeemed or been reinstated in his 
former tenancy.”—( Mr. 7’. M. apie )—Agreed to ; Amendment, as 
amended, agreed to BA ee ae i Se eis 
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Schedule—Amendment proposed, in paragraph 7, to leave out the words 
“unsuitable to the holding.”—(Mr. M. Healy)—Agreed to 650 
Amendment proposed, to leave out, in paragraph 8, the words “on 
account thereof.” M. Healy)—Agreed to 651 
Remainder of Lords’ Amendments agreed to, with slight alterations of 
a purely verbal character 651 
Committee appointed to draw up the reasons to be assigned for dis- 
agreeing with certain of the Amendments made by the Lords 651 
Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill :—Motion made, “That this Bill be now 
read a Second time.”—/(Secretary to the Treasury) oh ae . 651 
Mr. Clancy (Irish Maits) 652 [dMr. Speaker . 663] 
Secretary to the Treasury 653 Sir H. Vincent 663 
Mr. Monk (Crete) ... 655 Sir H. Fowler 664 
Sir. H. Havelock-Allan 656 First Lord of the Treasury 665 
Mr. Dillon au 657 Mr. A. O'Connor 667 
Under Secretary for Foreign Mr. T'. M. Healy 667 
Affairs... 658 Mr. W. Ambrose 667 
Mr. Morton ae ... 662 Mr. Colville 668 
Mr. Gedge _ .. 663 Capt. Bethel ... 669 
Bill read a Second time, and Committed for To-morrow... 670 
Land Law (Ireland) Bill :—The Chief Secretiry for Ireland brought up the Report of 
the Committee appointed to draw up reasons for disagreeing with certan Amendments 
of the Lords to the Land Law (Ireland) Bill. Report agreed to ,, 6790 
Labourers’ (Ireland) Bill :— 
Lords’ Amendments— 
Page 2, line 13; after ‘compulsory "’ insert “or of the agents of such persons,” 
and page 2), lcave out ** section ” and insert ‘‘ Act.”’ 
agreed to ; 670 
On Lords’ Amendments— 
After Clause 4, insert Clause A, ‘‘ Provision in case of lettings by sanitary authority 
to persons other than agricultural labourers,”’ 
Motion made, ‘‘ That the House do disagree with the Lords’ Amendment.” 
—(Chtef Secretary for Ireland )— Agreed to sie --- OF 
Lords’ Amendment,— After Clause 6, insert Clause (B), ‘ Conditions for 
sale of cottages not required for labourers.”—Agreed to ee OFT 
Lords’ Amendment,— After Clause (B), insert Clause (C) (“ Provision as 
to rules made by the Lord Lieutenant in Council.”)—Agreed to ; 
Committee appointed to draw up reasons, to be assigned to the 
Lords, for disagreeing with one of the Amendments made by the 
Lords to the Bill 671 
Burglary Bill [u.u.]:—As amended, considered ; read the Third time, and passed, with 
Amendments ae 671 
Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment as 2) Bill [1-1.]:—As amended, 
considered <6 . 671 
New clause sini: _(Extent of rere * Mr. Bigrool)—Read \ and 
2°, and ordered to stand part of the Bill suqy - ER 
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Clause 6,—(Application to Scotland and Ireland) 


Amendment proposed, to leave out Sub-section (2).—( Mr. Nigiead J— 
Amendment agreed to; Bill read the Third time, and passed with 
Amendments aes ve am Se “ee ait wit 


Light Railways Bill :—Lords’ Amendments considered ... 
Lords’ Amendments to Clauses 5, 7, and 9—Agreed to... sia 
Motion made, that the House do agree with the Lords’ Amendment— 
Line 9, after “subject” to insert— 


“and that nothing in this section shall authorise any variation of the provisions 
of the Lands Clauses Acts, 1845, with — to the purchase and — of 
land otherwise than by agreement” res 


Amendment proposed, to insert before hie word “ section,” in line 2, the 
word “sub.”—(Mr. Lewis )—Withdrawn 


Question put.—The House divided — 85; eh 19. — (Division 
List, No. 416) . 


Subsequent Lords’ a inidaeiitiie as far as the heselniat in page 13, 
line 36, agreed to 


Question put, that the House doth agree with the Lords’ ‘pinsiniilacmns 
in page 13, line 36, to leave out from “aforesaid” to the end of the 
Sub-section.—/ President, Board of Trade) ... 

The House divided :—Ayes, 84; Noes, 17.—(Division List, No. 417)... 


Remaining Lords’ Amendments agreed to. Reasons for disagreeing to 
one of the Lords’ Amendments reported, and agreed to. To be 
communicated to the Lords 


East InpIA Revenue Accounts :—Committee thereupon deferred till this 
day 


LORDS: THURSDAY, 13rn AUGUST 1896. 


New Peer :—The Right Honourable Sir Hercules George Robert Robinson, 
Baronet, G.C.M.G., having been created Lord Rosmead of Rosmead 
in the county of Westmeath, and of Tafelberg in South Africa— 
Was (in the usual manner) introduced 


House or Lorps Orricrs :—Fourth Report.—{ No. 254] 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


Blackrock: and Kingstown Drainage Bill :—Commons’ reasons for disagreeing 
to certain of the Lords’ Amendments considered , 


City and South London Railway Bill :—Commons’ reasons for sito to 
certain of the Lords’ Amendments considered 


West Highland Railway Guarantee Bill :— Read 2* and committed 


Local Government Provisional ‘Orders (Housing of Working Classes) 
Bill :—Returned from the Commons, with the Amendments agreed to ae 
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Burglary Bill [¥.1.]:—Returned from the Commons agreed to, with Amendments.— 
[No. 257] 


Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment (No 2) Bill [1.1.]:—Returned from 


the Commons agreed to, with Amendments.—[ No. 258] .., 
Larceny Bill [u.1.] :—Commons’ Amendments considered and agreed to 


Agricultural Rates, Congested Districts, and Burgh Land Tax Relief 
(Scotland) Bill :—Considered in Committee; reported without Amendment; 
Standing Committee negatived __, 





Uganda Railway Bill :—Motion made, “That this Bill be read the Third time.”— 
(Prime Minister) aa wae nee Sah ioe 
Lord Stanmore ... ‘os ONG Prime Minister 
Read 3* and passed... 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill :—Read 34, and passed. ,, 

Public Works Loans Bill :—Read 34, and passed. ,, 

Telegraph Money Bill :—Read 3s, and passed 

Local Taxation (Ireland) Estate Duty Bill :—Read 3°, and passed 

Land Law (Ireland) Bill :—Commons’ Amendments to Lords’ Amendments, and 

Commons’ reasons for disagreeing to certain of the Lords’ Amendments, considered 

Secretary of State for War 682 Marguess of Londonderry 
Duke of Abercorn soe. “GOD 


Motion made,—‘“ That their Lordships do agree with the Commons’ 
Amendment to the Lords’ Amendment in Clause 1, Page 1, line 8.” 
—/( Secretary of State for War)—Agreed to ... 


On the Lords’ Amendment to Clause 1, page 3, line 4— 


“No deduction shall be made from the fair rent named in this section by reason 
of the mere right of occupation vested in the tenant ’— 


With which the Commons disagreed ... 


Amendment proposed, to insert in the Amendment the words— 

“In assessing the fair rent of any holding no deduction shall be made except such 
deductions as shall be specified and accounted for in the said schedule, and 
are in accordance with the provisions of the Land Law <Acts.’’—(Secretary 
of State for War) 

Amendment agreed to 
Other Amendments agreed to 


The House divided on the Question “That this House agree to the 
Commons’ Amendment to re-insert Clause 5.”—Contents, 74 ; 
Not-Contents, 68.—(Division List appended). Clause 5 accordingly 
re-inserted e are nos ar ae ase at 

Remaining Commons’ Amendments on pages 4, 5, 6, 7, and consequential 
Amendment on page 8 (Clauses 6 to 9 inclusive)—Agreed to 


Other Amendments agreed to 


Vexatious Actions Bill :—Commons’ Amendments agreed to 
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“That the Standing Orders be suspended, and that the Lords’ reasons for disagreeing 
to certain of the Commons’ Amendments to the Dublin Corporation Bill [u.1.] be 
now considered.” —(Dr. Farquharson) 
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Question, Mr. 








City and South London Railwzy Bill :—Message from the Lords as to the Amend- 
ments to this Bill considered 


Motion made, ‘‘ That the House do not insist on disagreement with the 
Amendment made by the Lords.’—(Chairman of Ways and 
Means)——-Agreed to i pa saa ies nai one 


Shipping Federation Bill :—order [18th February 1896] that the Shipping 
Federation Bill be referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, read, and 
discharged ; Bill withdrawn.—(Dr. Farquharson) 


Pustic Buitpines (Unitep Kincpom) :—Return.—{No. 369} 
METROPOLITAN WATER Companies :—Return.—{ No. 370] 


Workuovses, Etc. :—Return.—{ No. 371]... —_ re see = 


RaiLway Servants (Hours or Lasour) :—Copy presented,—of Report by 
the Board of Trade of their proceedings under the Railway Regulation 
Act during the year ended on 27th July 1896.—[No. 372] __... ibe 


WeEIGnts AND Measures :—Copy presented --of Report by the Board of 
Trade on their proceedings and business under the Weights and 
Measures Acts, 1878 and 1889.—-[ No. 373] 


BuILpINGs, ARCHITECTURAL AND Historic, MAINTAINED BY THE 
ComMIssIONERS OF Woops anp Forests :—Return.—{No. 374] 


STANDING Orpens : Ordered, That the Standing Orders of this House, as 
amended, be printed.—(Chairman of Ways and  Means).— 
[No. 375] 


Pusiic Loca, Rares anp Net ExpenpirurE oN RELIEF OF THE Poor, 
ELEMENTARY EpucatioN AND Potice, Borne By sucH RarTEs :— 
Return.—[ No. 376]... 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


East InpIA Revenue Accounts (InpIAN Bupcer) :—Order for Committee 


thereupon read 


Motion made and Question proposed, ‘“‘ That Mr. Speaker do now leave 
the Chair” eo ie ase eas aa oe ne 


Secretary of State for India 


Amendment proposed, to leave out from the word * That,” to the end of 
the Question, in order to add instead thereof the words :— 


“with a view to the effectual discharge of its existing duty in respect of the 
finances of India, this House is of opinion that the East India Accounts 
should each year be examined and reported on by a Select Committee of the 
House, thus mutatis mutandis assimilating the practice as regards Indian 
Accounts to that followed, by means of the Public Accounts Committee, in 
respect of the Accounts of the United Kingdom.” —(Sixr W. Wedderburn) 


Mr. H, J. Wilson ree Sir C. Dilke ae ae 
Mr. Cohen oe vere ok Secretary of State for India ... 
Sir Henry Fowler soe Ae Mr. Bhownaggree 


Question put, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.”—The House divided:—Ayes, 110; Noes, 30.— 
(Division List, 419) : ‘ 


Mr. Herbert Roberts... 784 Sir H. Havelock-Allan 
Mr. Bhownaggree ws toe Mr. Stanhope ... 


Main Question put, and agreed ; Considered in Committee 
Resolved :— 


“That it appears, by the Accounts laid before this House, that the Total Revenue 
of India for the vear ending the 31st day of March 1895 was 
Rx.95,187,429 ; that the Total Expenditure in India and in England charged 
against the Revenue was Rx.94,494,319; that there was a surplus of 
Revenue over Expenditure of Rx.693,110; and that the Capital Outlay on 
Railways and Irrigation Works not charged against Revenue was 
Rx.4,446,231."°— (The Secretary of State for India 


eee 


Resolution to be reported 


Land Law (Ireland Bill :—Lords’ Amendment considered 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill :—Considered in Committee; reported 


without Amendment; to be read the Third time To-morrow 


Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Bill :—As amended by the Standing Committee, 


considered ; Bill read the Third time, and passed 


Law Agents (Scotland) Bill :—tead the Third time, and passed... 
Public Health (Ireland) Bill :— Lords’ Amendments considered and agreed to 


Sittine or THE House (141TH Avaust) :—Resolved, that this House do meet 


this day at Eleven of the clock in the morning.—(Chancellor of 
the. Exchequer) : 
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4 COMMISSION. 

g The following Bills received the Royal 
* Assent :— 

$ | 
: Abensur’s Naturalisation. 

: Aldershot Gas and Water. 
1) Alexandra (Newport and South | 


Wales) Docks and Railway. 
3aker Street and Waterloo Railway. | 
Barry Railway. = 
Bishopric of Bristol Act Amendment. | 
Zournemouth Gas and Water. 
Brighton Improvements. 
3righton Marine Palace and Pier. 
Cabs (London). 
Callander and Oban Railway. | 
Chairmen of District Councils. | 
Cheadle Railway, Mineral and Land | 

Company. 
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Collecting Societies. 

Commons Regulation (Darwen) Pro- 
visional Order. 

Conciliation (Trade Disputes). 

Cork, Blackrock, and Passage Rail- 
way. 

Cornwall Minerals Railway. 

Donegal Railway. 

Dover Undercliff Reclamation. 

Drogheda Corporation. 

Dublin United Tramways. 

Dundee Suburban Railway (Extension 


of Time). 


Eastbourne Water. 
Easton and Church Hope Railway 


(Extension of Time). 


Edinburgh Extension. 
Edinburgh General Register House. 
Edinburgh Improvement and Tram- 


| ways. 
Edinburgh Street Tramways. 
Education Provisional Order Con- 


| firmation (London). 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 


(No. 7). 


Elementary Education Provisional 


Orders Confirmation (Acton, etc.). 
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Agricultural Rates 


Finance. 

Friendly Societies. 

Glasgow Corporation (General Powers). 

Glasgow Corporation (Sewage). 

Glasgow and South-Western 
North British Railway Companies. 

Glasgow and South-Western Railway. | 

Great Western Railway (Additional 
Powers). 

Great Western Railway (South Wales 
and Bristol Direct Railway). 

Highland Railway. 


and; 


Housing of the Working Classes 
(Scotland). 

Kensington (James Street Area) 
Improvements. 

Kidderminster and Stourport Electric , 
Tramway. j 


Kilmarnock Corporation Water. 

Lancashire, Derbyshire and 
Coast Railway. 

Liverpool Court of Passage. 

Llanelly Harbour. 

Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Order (No. 2). 

Local Government (Ireland) Provi-| 
sional Order (No. 11). 

Local Government Provisional Orders: 
(No. 2). | 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 16). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 20) 

Local Government Provisional Order | 
(No. 21). 

Local Government: Provisional Order | 
(No. 22). 

Local Government Provisional Order | 
(No. 24). 

London, Chatham and Dover Rail-| 
way (Capital). | 

London, Chatham and Dover Rail-| 
way (Further Powers). | 

London County Council (General | 
Powers). | 

London County Council (Money). 

London County Council (Vauxhall, 
Bridge Tramways). i 

London Tramways. 

Manchester, Shettield and Lincolnshire 
Railway. 

Manchester Ship Canal. 

Marlborough and Grafton Railway. 

Metropolitan Railway. 

Midland Railway. 

New River Company. 

North Metropolitan 
Canal. 

Ogilvie Meal Charity. 


East 
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Relief (Scotland) Bill. 4 


Orkney and Zetland Small Piers and 
Harbours. 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
No. 3) 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 








y (No. 5). 


Port Talbot Railway and Docks 
(South Wales Mineral Railway). 

Public Health. 

Public Health (Ports). 

Public Offices (Site). 

Railway Rates and Charges (Lee-on- 
the-Solent Light Railway, etc.) Order 
Confirmation. 

Xealisation and Debenture Corpora- 
tion of Scotland. 

Redheugh Bridge. 

Sheffield Corporation Water. 

South Metropolitan Gas. 

Strand Improvement. 

Taff Vale Railway. 

Tramways Provisional Orders (No. 2) 

Vale of Glamorgan Railway. 

Wallasey Urban District Council. 

Water Provisional Orders. 

West Highland Railway. 


The Commissioners were the Lorp 


CuaNncELLor (Lord Halsbury), the Earn 
or Pemproke (Lord Steward), and Lorp 


BELPER (Captain, Gentlemen-at-Arms). 


SAT FIRST. 
Lord FitzHardinge — Sat first in 
| Parliament after the death of his brother. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS (HOUSING OF WORKING 
CLASSES) BILL. 

Amendments reported (according to 
Order), and Bill to be read 3° on Monday 
next. 


AGRICULTURAL RATES, CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS AND BURGH LAND TAX 
RELIEF (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

3rought from the Commons ; read 1*; 
to be printed ; and to be read 2* on 
Tuesday next.—(The Secretary for Scot- 
land.)—[{No. 239.] 
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PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) BILL. 

Brought from the Commons ; read 1*; 
to be printed; and to be read 2* on 
Monday next.—(7he Earl of Ranfurly.) 
—{No. 240.] 


JUDICIAL TRUSTEES BILL. 
teturned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to 


UGANDA RAILWAY BILL. 
To be read 2* on Monday next.--(7'he 
Prime Minister.) 


RAILWAYS 
Read 


passed. 


IRELAND) BILL. 


3* (according to Order), 


ig and 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 
House again in Committee, according 
to Order. 


[The Earn of Mortry, Cuatrman of 
Committees, in the Chair. } 


Clause 8,— 


TURBARY AND OTHER PROFITS, EASEMENTS, 
AND PRIVILEGES, 


Where, on an application to fix the fair rent 
for a holding, it is proved to the Court that the 
tenant of the holding, by virtue of his tenancy, 
has, by the permission of the landlord, whether 
with or without payment, been accustomed to 
exercise any profita prendre, easement, privilege 
of turbary, or other privilege over land belong- 
ing to the landlord, and it appears to be necessary 
for the reasonable enjoyment of the holding that 
he should not be deprived of what he has so 
exercised, and that the interests of the landlord 
in portions of his estate other than that in which 
the said profit a prendre, easement, or privilege 
is to be exercised will not be thereby injuriously 
affected, the Court may, after giving the landlord 
and tenant of the holding and any tenant of the 
land an opportunity of being heard, make an 
order for securing the profit a prendre, easement, 
or privilege to the tenant of the holding, upon 
such terms, as to rent or otherwise, and in such 
manner as the Court think just, and such order 
shall be binding on all estates and interests in 
the said land. 


{7 Aveust 1896} 





(Ireland) Bil. 6 


*TueE SECRETARY or STATE ror 

WAR (The Marquess of LanspowNe), 
brought up the following new clause, 
which the Government had agreed to 
substitute for Clause 8 in the Bill :— 


“8, Where, on an application to fix the fair 
rent for a holding, it is proved to the Court that 
the tenant of the holding, by virtue of his 
tenancy, has, by the permission of the landlord, 
been accustomed to exercise any privilege over 
land belonging to the landlord, the withholding 
of which privilege would diminish the value of 
the holding to the tenant, the landlord shall be 
required to elect whether he will or will not 
allow the tenant to exercise as of right during 
the statutory term, under the same restrictions 
and conditions as heretofore, that which he 
previously exercised by permission, and if the 
landlord consents to so allow, such exercise shall 
be secured to the tenant by the order fixing the 
fair rent, and if the landlord refuses to so allow, 
the fair rent shall be fixed having regard to 
such refusal.” 


He said that last night he put the 
House in possession of the substance of 
the new clause, and of the reasons which 
led them to substitute it for the clause in 
the Bill. 


*THe Eart or BELMORE said he 
and the other Irish peers appreciated the 
spirit in which Lord Lansdowne had 
met them with regard to turbary and 
other easements, and in principle they 
accepted the new clause, but there were 
two verbal Amendments which they 
desired inserted. 


Lorp MACNAGHTEN §said_ the 
proposed new clause met the objections 
advanced against the former clause, but 
he asked that slight Amendments which 
he had handed to Lord Lansdowne in 
the Lobby might be inserted. He sug- 
gested that words in line 6 should read 
“any privilege withheld which would 
materially diminish the value of hold- 
ings.” Then in line 10, in place of the 
words “under the same restrictions and 
conditions as heretofore,” he would insert 
“or under such conditions, not being 
conditions more onerous to the landlord, 
as the Court may think fair and reason- 
able.” There might be cases where the 
former conditions would not apply in a 
new state of circumstances, and he would 
leave the settling of the conditions in 
that case to the Land Commission to 
determine what was fair and reasonable 
under the circumstances. He moved 
accordingly. 


A 2 
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*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE | able to come to terms at all, and may be 
said there was no objection to inserting | driven to go off the purchase altogether 
the word “ materially ” in line 6, but the or find himself with a rent fixed with- 
other Amendment seemed to him to be out any powers of having turbary at all. 


superfluous, because as the clause now *Tue Ear, or BELMORE said the 
my segs sagen. — Po be pion gui noble Lord overlooked the fact that the 
under the same conditions and re-| tenant was not tied down in a country 
strictions as heretofore.” Surely the where there was bog to any particular 
_— of the prs gga Med age bog. If the Court thought the land- 
the status quo, and it seemed to him |jo.q’s conduct unreasonable it would 
that to import new conditions into selees ths teneaia wk. ta. analie te 
the bargain would not tend to the| tenant to have money to pay for turf 
amicable arrangement of these matters. | },4¢ elsewhere 
Lorp MACNAGHTEN said he would Vv lect " 
provide for new conditions “ if the Court, V8count POWERSCOURT thought, 
thinks them reasonable.” If the Court With all deference to the legal knowledge 
thought the old conditions would not be | 0f Lord Macnaghten, that it would be 
workable, it would be open to it to pro-| better to omit ‘“ materially. 
pose new conditions. The initiative 
: é aan co | ee me eee 
would rest entirely with the Court, and | Word “materially” inserted; other 
new conditions would only be proposed | Amendments, by leave, withdrawn. 
if the Court thought them reasonable. | 
But if the noble Marquess thought the) Clause 8, as amended, ordered to stand 
Amendment superfluous he would not. part of the Bill. 
press it. | 
*Tue Eart or ERNE said the proposed | 
new clause simply carried out with re- 
gard to turbary what had been the 
practice on the estates with which he 
was acquainted, and, therefore, he 
thought it might be accepted as a fair “¢ 
d ee Pts le I £ this } deemed to have always applied in the case of 
aan rearonasN settlement of this much | tenancies created by a limited owner, or by a 
vexed question. — mortgagor or mortgagee in possession, and the 
*EarL SPENCER said he did not tenancies shall not be or be deemed to have 
object to the clause as introduced by the been determined (except in the ease of fraud or 
Gov ant There had lee 5 ane collusion or a letting at a gross undervalue) by 
roverniner - es een SUYONZ | the cesser of the interest or possession of such 
objections to it, and to meet them the limited owner, mortgagor, or mortgagee, and the 
noble Marquess had brought up_ the | person entitled on such cesser to receive the rent 
clause in a new form. He would remind fs _ a age ~ ose “4 
= , ae a ae wail andior¢ 0 1e enant oO 1é€ holding, anc 
the House that this le gislation was not have the rights and be subject to the obligations 
aimed at reasonable landlords, but at) of landlord accordingly. Provided that where 
unreasonable landlords who could not|a fine or premium was received it shall be 
come to reasonable terms with their pet for bg Rigen to pwn the tenant's 
tenants. With regard to the last part app een if the justice of the case " a 
of the clause, it seemed to him that if) , Provided also that the Land Commission, be- 
the landlord was maetenbin. and fore fixing the rent for the first time in respect 
- ne phengs aosele~ “ain ©, NC) of a tenancy to which this section applies, shall 
refused to come to terms, the Court had | give the prescribed notice to the said person 
no power to enforce any terms. So that | entitled on such cesser or to some person ap- 
if an unreasonable landlord refused to Se ee “ — 
Re ST i i slattor | Dis interest, but the failure or neglect of the 
come to terms w ith his tenant, the latter | Land Commission to give such notice shall not 
might have a holding without any right | affect the validity of the order. 
of turbary at all. ee ; 
*Tue Marourss or LANSDOWNE: | (2.) This section shall not apply to a tenancy 
I ne me wie. the Taved Che . | ereated by a limited owner in a holding which 
sa that case, surely, the an ommis- | at the date of the letting was demesne land, 
sion would value the holdings on the|where the mansion-house is let with such 
presumption that the right or privilege | demesne land, or the application of the Land 
was denied. The thing is self-acting |Law Acts to the tenancy would materially 
*E SPENCER hee TI i. 3 8 | diminish the value asa residence of the mansion- 
a Seu pes : nen it 18 NOt | house situate on and theretofore occupied with 
worth having. The tenant may not be | the demesne. 
i 


Clause 9,— 


LETTINGS BY PERSONS NOT ABSOLUTE 
OWNERS. 
(1.) The Land Law Acts shall apply and be 
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*THE Marquess oF 
moved, in Sub-section 


(1), to leave out | 
the words— 


“ Provided that where a fine or premium was 
received, it shall be lawful for the Court to dis- 
miss the tenant’s application if the justice of 
the case so requires. 

Provided also that the Land Commission, be- 
fore fixing the fair rent for the first time in 
respect of a tenancy to which this section 
applies, shall give the prescribed notice to such 
person entitled on such cesser or to some person 
appointed by the Land Commission to represent 
his interest, but the failure or neglect of the 
Land Commission to give such notice shall not 
affect the validity of the order.” 


and to insert instead thereof, as a new 
sub-section, the following :— 


“Provided that where a fair rent has been 
fixed after the passing of this Act in the case of 
a tenancy to which this section applies, the 
person entitled on the said cesser to receive the 
rent of the holding may, within the prescribed 
time after becoming entitled to receive such 
rent, apply to the Court in the prescribed 
manner, and the Court, after giving such person 
and the tenant of the holding an opportunity of 
being heard, may proceed as follows— 

() if of opinion that by reason of a fine or 
premium having been paid the rent 
was reduced, or that otherwise the fair 
rent fixed was unreasonable, the Court 
may vary the fair rent; and 

(b) if of opinion that a fair rent ought not 
to have been fixed, the Court shall 
declare that the said person and the 
tenant shall be in the same position as 
if this section had not been enacted.” 


The noble Lord said that, under the 
present law, a tenancy created by a 
limited owner terminated on the cesser 
of the limited owner’s interest. The 
Government thought that where the 
letting was bond fide, although made by 
a limited owner, the tenant’s interest 
should survive when the interest of the 
limited owner ceased. But the Govern- 
ment recognised that it was necessary to 
give ample protection to the interest of 
reversioners, and that the reversioner or 
mortgagee should be protected against 
fraudulent lettings or against the creation 
of new tenancies by the owner who had 
no right to create them. It was thought 
there might be a proviso that in the case 
of all first applications to fix a fair rent, 
notice should be served upon the person 
entitled to succeed the limited owner on 
his cesser of the interest. Further con- 
sideration had convinced them that this 


{7 Avaustr 1896} 
LANSDOWNE |arrangement would be an unworkable 


(Treland) Bill. 10 


one. In the case of an ordinary applica- 


‘tion to fix a fair rent the Court would be 


obliged to ascertain whether the person 
who made the letting was or was not a 
If he was, the family 
solicitor would be applied to for an 
abstract of the title to ascertain who 
the person was who would be entitled to 
succeed when the limited owner’s in- 
terest came to an end. ‘Then in the 
numerous cases filed in the Land Com- 
missioner’s Court the Court would have 
to refuse to recognise an agreement until 
proof was forthcoming that the tenancy 
had not been created by a limited owner, 
or that due notice had been served upon 
the person entitled to such notice. In 
the case of fair rents fixed in county 
Cork all this would lead to an intolerable 
amount of investigation and trouble. 
The Government proposed as a_ better 
plan that they should give up the idea 
of serving a notice upon the reversioner, 
but that, whenever he came to succeed 
to the estate, he should then be able to 
object to a tenancy created hy his pre- 
decessor, either upon the ground that 
the tenancy was created in a fraudulent 
manner—say, in consideration of the 
payment of a fine—or that it was 
created by a person who had no right to 
create it. In a case of that kind, if the 
Court were satisfied that the tenancy 
was created in a fraudulent manner and 
the rent was an improper rent, it would 
be open under this clause to the Court 
to revise the rent. If, on the other 
hand, the Court was of opinion that the 
tenancy was created by some one who 
had no right to create it, then the fair 
rent could be quashed altogether, leaving 
the parties in the position which they 
occupied before the fair rent was fixed. 
The Government believed that would be 
a much more reasonable mode of pro- 
cedure than that which was adopted 
when the Bill was in the House of 
Commons, and with that object he 
moved the Amendment. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN thought the 
Amendment was undoubtedly a very 
great improvement on the clause as it 
stood, and he did not think there would 
be any objection to it. 


limited owner. 





Amendment agreed to ; clause ordered 


| to stand part of the Bill. 
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*THe Marquress or LANSDOWNE! such Act or agreement, unless within a reasonable 


moved, in Sub-section (2), after the word 
“holding,” to insert the words “the 
substantial part of.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp MACNAGHTEN had the next 
Amendment on the Paper, to leave out 
from the word “ voidable” to the end of 
the clause. The noble Lord said he had 
considered the matter since the previous 
night, and he thought the clause did 
substantially meet the objection he 
raised to a former clause. He should, 
however, like the noble Marquess to 
consider the last line but one, which 
contained the expression that the ten- 
ancy would materially “diminish the 
value as a residence of the mansion- 
house situate on and theretofore occu- 
pied with the demesne.” He did not 
quite understand what was meant by 
the word value. Did it mean pecuniary 
value? He did not think 
tended to mean that, and he would 
suggest that the expression ‘ diminish 
the value as a residence” should be left 
out, and that the clause should run, 


| time after the sub-letting came to the knowledge 
| of himself, or his agent, he served on the lessee or 
jsub-tenant notice of his dissent from the sub- 
| letting, or instituted a proceeding against the 
| lessee founded upon the said violation. 


*Lorp CLONBROCK moved to 
leave out from the word “ void- 
able” to the end of the clause. The 
‘noble Lord observed that the description 
of the clause was rather misleading, in- 
asmuch as it was not directed against 
the action of the landlord but of the 
middleman — and what was more, a 
fraudulent middleman; of a man who, 
‘having illegally sub-let his land, and 
finding sub-letting inconvenient, either 
as a bar to going into the Land Court 
or other purposes, suddenly turned round 
and said to his tenant, “ My sub-letting 
is illegal, and, therefore, void, and you 
must give up possession.” With the 


first part of the clause down to the word 


it was in-| 


“ voidable” he had not the slightest 


objection ; but the second part of the 
clause to which the Amendment was 
directed proceeded to exonerate the 


| middleman from the consequences of his 


lillegal act. 


“would materially interfere with the | 
sufficient consent to the sub-letting in 


enjoyment of the mansion.” 

THE LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND thought the words “ value 
as a residence” were wide and useful 
terms which would cover all cases that 
it was designed to cover. He would, 
however, before the Report stage, con- 
sider the suggestion of his noble Friend. 


Clause 9, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 10,— 


TENANCY NOT INVALIDATED BY REASON OF 
SUB-LETTING BY LANDLORD. 


A contract of tenancy entered into, whether 
before or after the commencement of this Act 
by a landlord in violation, either of the Act of 
the seventh year of the reign of King George 
the Fourth, chapter twenty-nine, intituled “ An 
Act to amend the law of Ireland respecting 
the assignment and subletting of lands and tene- 
ments,”’ or of an agreement against sub-letting 
in his lease, shall not as between him and the 
tenant holding under such contract be, or be 
deemed to have been, void or voidable, and a 
superior landlord shall be deemed to have 
expressed a sufficient consent, in the manner in 
which the consent is required by law to be 
expressed to a sub-letting made in violation of 


| the 


It provided that the land- 
lord should be deemed to have expressed 


manner in which consent was 
required by law (that was in writing), 
unless, within reasonable time after his 
knowledge of the sub-letting, he served 


|on the lessee or sub-tenant notice of ob- 


jection to the sub-letting, or instituted 
proceedings against the lessee. It was 
said that silence gave consent, but in 
this case silence was to be assumed to 
|have given a written consent, which 
|appeared to be somewhat racy of the 
|soil over which the Act would extend. 
| Look at the position in which the land- 
|lord was placed. 1t was said he ought 
|to have taken proceedings, or to have 
| expressed his dissent. The subletting 
jmight have taken place long before the 
matter came to his knowledge, and the 
only way in which he could proceed would 
be by eviction, a process never resorted 
to except in case of extreme necessity, 


as it exposed the landlord to great 
opprobrium. He would be called a 
tyrant, an oppressor, or perhaps a 


murderer, for Mr. Gladstone’s definition 
of an eviction notice as a “sentence of 
death ” had never been forgotten in 
Ireland. It was said he might serve notice 











sia 


13 Land Law 


of dissent, but he would naturally think 
it was no use to bark if he did not intend 
to bite, and that serving a notice without 
taking proceedings would be only a con- 
fession of weakness. The Amendment 
was not directed so much to preserving 
the interest of the landlord as against the 
practice of sub-letting which had been a 
fruitful cause of evil in Ireland and which 
ought to be severely discouraged. In 
this case the tenant who illegally sub-let 
was protected from the consequences 
and his illegal act was legalised. There 
could be nothing worse than to legalise 
an unlawful act or to give the tenant 


or any other person to understand he | 


was not bound by the conditions of any 
agreement he had made. Another 
reason against sub-letting in a case 
like this was that it would be an 
obstacle to purchase as the Land Com- 
mission would not advance money on 
any land in the occupation of more than 
one person. The middleman who had 
sub-let ought not to be a particular object 
of sympathy. In the first place he had 


broken the Jaw and in the next he had | 


probably imposed upon his unfortunate 
sub-tenant a rent very much in excess 
of that which he himself paid to the 
superior Jandlord. He had 
cases when the middleman had charged 
three times as much rent as 
paying himself. 
ment would assent to the Amendment. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said that what the Government pro- 


posed under this clause seemed to him a | 
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known | 


he was | 
He hoped the Govern- | 
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|the middleman, but against the head 
landlord. That was the obdject of the 
clause, and in the latter portion of it it 
| was provided that the sub-letting should 
be valid, unless within a reasonable 
time after the sub-letting came to the 
knowledge of the landlord or his agent 
he served on the lessee or sub-tenant a 
/notice of dissent. Of course those 
|words would entirely protect a land- 
‘lord who was absent from the country 
‘and who had no means of knowing 
what was going on in his absence. 
The only case in which the head land- 
lord would be obliged to recognise the 
presence of a sub-tenant, would be the 
case in which he had knowingly and 
deliberately acquiesced in his presence, 
and it seemed to him that in a case of 
that kind the sub-letting should be good 
in the eyes of the law. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN asked how 
on earth was the head landlord to know 
that his tenant had sub-let ? 

THe CHANCELLOR or tne 
DUCHY or LANCASTER (Lord 
James of Hererorp) said if he did not 
know then he did not come within the 
clause. 

THE Lorp CHANCELLOR or ITRE- 
LAND: It must be brought to his 
knowledge. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN said he had 
no right to go on the land or to send 
anybody on the land to ascertain whether 
there had been sub-letting. It seemed 
|to him the reasonable course would be 
to impose the obligation on the person 





very fair thing. They provided that, if who had deliberately violated his cove- 
the middleman had deliberately let the| nant of sending notice to the head land- 
land to a sub-tenant, he should not after | lord, and upon that, if the head landlord 
tolerating the presence of the sub-tenant | took no action, it would be very reason- 
for a number of years, suddenly turn) able to assume that he recognised the 
round and object to his presence. sub-letting. 

That was the effect of the earlier} Lorp CASTLETOWN asked whether 
portion of the clause, to which he|his noble Friend in charge of the Bill 
thought the noble Lord did not object.| had gone into this question as regarded 





Then they came, not to the middleman, 
but to the head landlord. If the head 
landlord, in a case of that kind, after | 
having also acquiesced for an indefinite 
time in the presence of the sub-tenant on 
the land, suddenly turned round and 
objected to him, it was quite clear there 
was no use in telling the sub-tenant that 
he was to be protected against the middle- 
man. If they wished to protect the 
sub-tenant at all in a case of this kind 
they must protect him, not only against 





sales? Perhaps he was not aware that 
in the event of a sale to an immediate 
tenant, if there was a sub-tenant, the 
Land Commissioners would refuse, as a 
rule, to carry out the sale. Under this 
clause, as far as he understood it, the 
superior landlord had very little means 
of knowing whether the middleman had 
sub-let or not. If the middleman had 
sub-let, and the superior landlord desired 
to make a sale, the Land Commissioners 
would refuse to carry it out. 
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Tue Lorpv CHANCELLOR or IRE- 
LAND said the case put by his noble 
and learned Friend would appear to be 
quite protected. If the sub-letting was 
not brought to the knowledge of the 
head landlord he was not within the 
section. As to the ignorance of the 
landlord, he would very likely be happy 
in his ignorance, because he would be 
protected in the application of the clause. 
He was not aware exactly of the point 
stated by the noble Lord opposite (Lord | 
Castletown). He would say that the| 
section did not apply, but he would con- | 
sider it. He would like to say, with| 
reference to the general criticism, that | 
this clause had been in the Bill for weeks | 
and months. The matter was before | 
the House of Commons over and over | 
again, and he really did not think that | 
there was any criticism or challenge | 
there in reference to that part of the | 
clause. That did not in the least pre-| 
clude examination or criticism by their 
Lordships, and he only mentioned it to| 
show that the clause had run the gaunt- 
let of considerable time and experience 
in the House of Commons, and that no 
objection was taken to the reasonable- 
ness and fairness of it. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN: Surely we 
are entitled to consider it in this House. 

Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD: 
My noble Friend said so. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN: Then what 
was the meaning of the interruption, if 
it did not mean that we were not to con- 
sider it or not to consider it fully? , But 
the noble and learned Lord had entirely 
missed his point. As long, no doubt, as 
the head landlord was in ignorance ae 
was protected ; but it might come to his 
knowledge many years after, and then it | 
would be very unfair for the sub-tenants 
to be turned out. 

*THe Eart or BELMORE hoped the 
noble and learned Lord would look very 
carefully into the point raised by Lord | 
Castletown, because he was informed by | 
a noble Friend who had sold a great deal 
of land that he had no less than 30 or 40 
cases in which the Land Commissioners 
either refused altogether or delayed for a 
very long time to carry out the sales, 
because they found sub-tenants. 


*Lorp CLONBROCK said his objec- 





{LORDS} 





16 


dangerous thing, more especially in Ire- 
land, after a man had sub-let illegally, 
that he should get off scot-free by the 
provisions of this clause. 

*Tiar Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
The clause legalises an act which has 
been condoned by the persons interested. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said there had 
been cases of this kind—he was not 
perfectly clear whether there had been 


(Ireland) Bill. 


cases where the intermediate  in- 
terest had lapsed and the superior 
landlord had come in as_ owner 


—in which the Land Commission had 
refused the sales because sub-letting 
existed on the holding, although that 
sub-letting was created with the know- 
ledge of the superior landlord at the 
time. 

Tue Lorp CHANCELLOR or IRE- 
LAN Dsaid the whole purchase codein Ire- 
land was intended for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the occupying tenants, and 
the Land Commission, necessarily, in the 
discharge of its duty, had to consider 
whether the applicant for purchase ful- 
filled the conditions all through; and 
they were bound to carry out the Act of 
Parliament. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said that was 
exactly why he said the clause, militated 
against purchase, which, as he under- 
stood, was the object of the Government. 
In any case the point ought to be cleared 
up. 

Lorp MONTEAGLE asked the noble 
Marquess whether he would put in the 
word “immediate” before “ landlord ” at 
the beginning of the clause, to make the 
point clear. He presumed, too, that the 
word “lessee” in the seventh line on 
page 8 should be “immediate landlord.” 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the drafting had been carefully con- 
sidered, but if the noble Lord would bring 
the matter up at a future stage he would 
consider it. 

Lorp MONTEAGLE understood the 
main objection of the noble Lord opposite 
was to the legalising of an illegal act, 
but he did not see in what way it would 
help if this part of the clause was 
omitted, unless the landlord was prepared 
to evict, which was just what he under- 
stood the noble Lord was unwilling to 
do. In the same point of view it ap- 





tion was that the clause legalised an 
illegal act. He thought it was a very | 


peared to him that the objection raised 
by his noble Friend below him would 
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also depend upon whether the landlord 
was prepared to evict. 


Amendment negatived. 


Clause 


10 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 


ii 


DETERMINATION OF ESTATE OF 
LANDLORD. 


IMMEDIATE 


(1.) Where a superior landlord recovers against 
an immediate landlord a judgment in ejectment 
for non-payment of the rent of a holding, or of 
lands including a holding, the estate of the im- 
mediate landlord shall be de»med to be deter- 
mined within the meaning of Section fifteen of 
the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, without 
prejudice to his right to redeem his interest, as 
if a decree to possession or a writ of habere 
Sacias possessionem had been executed. 

») 


2.) Unless the Court before which the eject- 
ment was brought certifies that the non-payment 
was due to the non-payment of rent by the tenant 
of the holding, such judgment shall not be exe- 
cuted against the tenant, and the tenancy of the 
holding shall not be affected, except that the 
superior landlord shall stand in the relation of 


immediate landlord to the tenant, and may pro- | 


ceed accordingly for the recovery of all rent due 
from the tenant to the immediate landlord, as if it 
had always been due to the superior landlord, but 
except in the case of fraud or collusion or a let- 
ting at a gross under value) not for the recovery 
of the rent due to the superior from the immedi- 
ate landlord. Ifthe amount recovered by the 
superior landlord from the tenant equals or 
exceeds the amount due to him from the im- 
mediate landlord, the interest of the immediate 
landlord shall not be deemed to have been 
redeemed, but the superior landlord shall pay 
the excess to the immediate landlord, after 
deducting any amount due for costs. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, in Sub-section (1), to leave out the 
words “ to possession or a writ of habere 
facias possessionem,” and to insert the 
words “for possession or a writ of 
possession.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


On the question “That Clause 11 stand 
part of the Bill,” 
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on what grounds the clause had been 
admitted into the Bill, but the noble and 
learned Lord entirely disregarded that 
question, and took no notice whatever of 
it. He trusted he would remedy that 
defect when he spoke on this clause, and 
would explain why this clause, which was 
identically the same as that which stood 
in Mr. Morley’s Bill last year, found its 
way into the Bill of the Unionist Govern- 
ment. That clause was denounced by 
the late Solicitor General for Ireland 
| (Mr. Carson) as a revolutionary proposal, 
| with, he believed, the full sanction of his 
right hon. Friend the present Leader of 
| the House of Commons. Consequently, 
| he asked his noble and learned Friend to 
|explain why a clause which was revolu- 
|tionary in Mr. Morley’s Bill had found 
|its way into the Bill of the Unionist 
| Government? The refusing of the power 
| of ejectment to a landlord was the taking 
jaway of one of his chief rights and 
powers. It might be said that he had 
| the power of what was known as per- 
jsonal judgment, but anyone who was 
| acquainted with Ireland would know 
| full well that in the disturbed districts 
| the right of personal judgment was abso- 
lutely useless. Consequently, he main- 
| tained that if they took away from the 
landlord the right of ejectment they at 
once struck a blow at that right of con- 
tract which he had made with his tenant 
and which he was prepared to carry out 
in exactly the same way as the tenant 
should be forced to carry it out. This 
clause proposed that, where there were 
sub-tenants, if the landlord had got a 
decree it should not he of any use so 
| that he might obtain his land as against 
the sub-tenants. He thought such an 
| occasion as he was about to bring to 
their Lordships’ notice might hardly ever 
arise, but they had had experience of 
| what Irish tenants could do in bad 
| times. They had had experience of the 
| Plan of Campaign, and although he hoped 
|such a disgraceful, illegal and immoral 
conspiracy would never arise again, still 
| they would indeed be foolish if they were 
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THe Marquess or LONDONDERRY | not to consider that it might take place 


said that on the Second Reading of | again. 


What would be the position of a 








the Bill, he expressed the opinion that|landlord in those districts where the 

this clause ought never to have been| Plan of Campaign held its sway if this 

admitted into the Bill, and informed | clause were carried? The landlord had 

their Lordships that he should move its| a tenant who had sub-let part of his farm 

omission in Committee. At that time|to two other sub-tenants. The middle- 

he asked his noble and learned Friend | man, or superior tenant, had drawn his 
| 
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rent from the two sub-tenants, and, 
together with his own rent, had placed 
them in the war chest of the Plan of 
Campaign. Naturally, the landlord asked 
the superior tenant for his rent, and it 
was refused to him. He then got a 
notice of ejectment, and he did eject the 
superior tenant, but he had received no 
rent from him or from the two sub- 
tenants for the simple reason that the 
money had been paid into, the war- 
chest. So he got no rent whatever 
for one year. What, then, was his 
position? The sub-tenants took the same 
line that the superior tenant did, 
and when the year was passed they 
refused to pay him rent, although they 
might have sub-let their land to two or 
three other sub-tenants. The long and 
the short of this might be that the land- 
lord might for two or three years find 
himself with no rent from the superior 
tenant, but with a parcel of sub-tenants 
to whom the land had been sub-let, and 
who, whenever occasion occurred, might 
sub-let to other men brought in for the 
purpose from round the corner. It might 
be said that sub-tenants could not be 
made at a moment’s notice, but he was 
informed they could be so made. If the 
noble Marquess told him that no sub- 
tenant could be made after the notice of 
ejectment had been given he would he 
satisfied. He did not wish to divide on 
the question, but he feared that unless 
he received a satisfactory answer he 
should be obliged to go to a Division. 

*Tne Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
was not sure the noble Marquess exactly 
understood the effect of the clause. This 
was another case where they had to deal 
with three parties, the sub-tenants, the 
middleman, and the head landlord. 
Under the present law, if the head land- 
lord terminated the tenancy of the 
middleman by ejectment for non-payment 
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middleman the rent due by them to him, 
the head landlord should not be em- 
powered to require from them a further 
payment on account of the same period 
of their occupation. Was that an unfair 
thing? Who were the sub-tenants? They 
were men who had a legal estate in the 
land so long as they paid their rent 


(Ireland) Bill. 


punctually to the middleman. They 
could go to Court and get a fair rent fixed 


against the middleman, and the head 
landlord was already saddled with the 
sub-tenants if the middleman’s lease 
expired by effluxion of time or was 
surrendéred. Why, because the middle- 
man’s tenure was terminated by eject- 
ment for non-payment of rent, should 
the sub-tenants be differently treated ? 
He could see no adequate reason for 
arriving at such aconclusion. The noble 
Marquess suggested that a tenant who 
wished to thwart or annoy his landlord 
might cover the holding with contraband 
sub-tenants, and that the head landlord, 
when the middleman had disappeared, 
would find himself saddled with such 
sub-tenants. He did not think that 
would happen. Sub-tenancies created in 
that way would be illegal sub-tenancies. 
The landlord could in a case of that kind 
clear the premises by the ordinary oper- 
ation of thelaw. If the noble Marquess 
would consult the early Land Acts he 
would find that sub-lettings of that kind 
were fully provided for. His impression 
was that in the case of a tenancy from 
year to year sub-letting was void under 
the Act of 1881; that in the case of a 
lease with a contract against sub-letting, 
sub-letting would be void under the con- 
tract ; and, again, that in the case of a 
tenant holding under a statutory term 
sub-letting would be void because it 
would be a breach of the statutory 
conditions. He could not help believing 


of rent, he might clear the premises of the | that the danger which the noble Marquess 
sub-tenants even if the sub-tenants had |imagined was not one which really arose 
committed no default whatever. The Gov- | under this clause, and that the only sub- 
ernment proposed that ifsub-tenants were | tenants who would be protected under 
not in default they should be held harm-|the clause were sub-tenants who had 
less, and the clause enacted that when | legal estate in the land, and whom it was, 
the tenancy of the middleman had been | for a great many reasons, most desirable 
terminated by the head landlord by i they should protect. 


ejectment for non-payment of rent two 


Tur Marquess or LONDONDERRY 


things should happen—first, the sub- did not gather that the noble Marquess 
tenants should become the direct tenants | had answered his question whether an 


of the head landlord, and, secondly, 


Marquess of Londonderry. 


if | unfortunate landlord might not find him- 
the sub-tenants had paid in full to the/self without his rent, 


without his land, 
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and without the power of ejecting the sub- 
tenants. He understood his noble Friend 
to contend that sub-tenants had a per- 
fect right to remain in the holdings so 
long as they had paid their rent to the 
middleman, no matter whether the rent 
had gone into the war chest of the Plan 
of Campaign or not. He ‘trusted they 
would receive a more explicit reply as to 
the exact position of the landlord with 
regard to sub-tenants. He desired 
particularly to know whether it would 
be possible for new tenants to be made 
sub-tenants after a notice of ejectment 
had been served. 

Lorp ASHBOURNE said that by the 
15th section of the Land Act of 1881, it 
was provided that on the determination 
of the middleman’s interest the sitting 
sub-tenants should not be obliged to lose 
their holdings. The Act of 1887 dealt 
with a further class of middlemen ; it 
provided for the case of middlemen who 
might desire to surrender their interest. 
It was then thought unreasonable that in 
consequence of the voluntary act of the 
middleman in surrendering his holding 
sub-tenants who had done no wrong 
should suffer. It was obvious to any 
legal mind that that left uncovered what 
was sought to be met in this section— 
that was the case of a middleman whose 
interest did not determine in the ordinary 
way, who had not ended his interest by 
surrender, but whose interest was deter- 
mined, in spite of himself, by ejectment, 
and it was thought that it would be un- 
reasonable not to apply to the occupying 
tenants in such a case the same consider- 
ation that was dealt out to the occupying 
tenants by the Acts of 1881 and 1887. 
His noble Friend had referred to the 
Plan of Campaign and the war chest, 
familiar and painful and serious topics in 
Treland at one time, but which, he was 
glad to say, had no prominence or exist- 
ence at present. It might be a hardship 
to the landlord if a lot of bogus sub- 
tenants, called in for the occasion from 
round the corner, as the noble Marquess 
said, were found livingon the middleman’s 
farm ; but he did not think it would be 
possible under this Bill for such a state 
of things to arise. Three hundred 
thousand out of 500,000 tenants had 
had fair rents fixed and they were abso- 
lutely out of the possibility of the 
objection of his noble Friend, because 
their statutory conditions forbade them 
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to have sub-tenants. There was another 
class of tenants who were equally outside. 
There was the numerous class of middle- 
men who were forbidden by their leases 
to have any sub-letting at all. Then as 
to other cases, he referred the noble Lord 
to the drafting of the clause, which pro- 
vided that fraud and collusion and 
matters of that kind were all to be taken 
into account, so that bogus tenants would 
be hit by the structure of the clause. 
He trusted that their Lordships would 
be satisfied that the clause had been 
carefully considered, and that it met any 
real grievance. 

Lorp INCHIQUIN pointed out 
that great delay would arise in the or- 
dinary course before a landlord could 
recover his land and before the judgment 
could be completed. 

Lorp ORANMORE anp BROWNE 
said that the noble and learned Lord 
had told them that there were few cases. 
Why then encumber the Bill with the 
clause? To put the law in force would 
be extremely costly. 

*Lorp ARDILAUN hoped the noble 
Marquess would not press this Amend- 
ment to a Division. He had a case 
exactly in point where an Irish Member 
of Parliament declined to pay his rent, 
and he, as trustee, took proceedings 
against him. ‘Then the  sub-tenants 
came to him and complained that they 
would be evicted in consequence of the 
act of this Member of Parliament, and 
they asked that their case should he con- 
sidered. He at once decided that they 
should not be evicted. Subsequently 
the Member of Parliament paid his rent 
at the point of the bayonet. [Laughter.] 
He thought it would have been a hard 
thing to have evicted these sub-tenants. 
[“ Hear, hear !”] 

Tue Marqurss or LONDONDERRY 
said as far as he gathered from the 
noble and Jearned Lord, sub-letting 
under this clause would be absolutely 
illegal and he, therefore, withdrew the 
Amendment. At the same time, the 
noble and learned Lord had not explained 
why a proposal which, when introduced 
by Mr. Morley, he had denounced as 
revolutionary, was introduced by a 
Unionist Government. [ Laughter. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn ; 
clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
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Clause 12,— | Clause 14,— 
} 
| 
| 


SERUSE 58 OGYERALTY. AMENDMENT oF 50 & 51 vict. c. 33. s. 1, 
Where the estate of the immediate landlord | 


for the time being is determined during the | Se ee San See oe 


continuance of any tenancy from year to year, | HOLDERS. 
and two or more persons are entitled in severalty | Applications under Section one of the Land 
as superior landlords, each of such persons shall | Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, may be made at any 
: . © ’ J 
be deemed to be the immediate landlord to the | time. 
tenant of the tenancy within the meaning of 
Section 15 of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, in respect of the portion of the land to 
which he is entitled, and to have the rights and 
to be subject to the obligations of an immediate 
landlord as provided by said section; and the | : , : 
Land Comeatuion may, on application being | In the case of any ejectment which shall be 
made to them by any person interested other | ©T h@8 been brought for the non-payment of the 
h 3 Posed , Wgentvagoner sly | rent of a holding to which the Land Law Acts as 
than the tenant, apportion the rent previously | sissaiadiidlt ‘em tiki dads aieadies. ‘oohiaia Wie eae a 
paid by the tenant between the different persons | poet $8 a t mas ep? bs "the a ; ae Gt 
thenceforward entitled to the landlord’s interest | “7 k ri q bse lode “pss ge fwd 
according to the value of the land held from | ih "= 2 ’ X ay “dl a ge Ten: : 5 
each; and the tenancy shall, thereupon be |, a eae t se (Irel: ad) vues agg ee 
divided into two or more tenancies according to | *™7enement Act (ireland) 1000, the sum 0 
the portions of land to which each of such | *¥° years’ rent instead of the sums therein 
tadiunie tx eadiiied- Paovided Gat enh of | Tespectively required to be paid, tendered, de- 
such tenancies shall continue to be subject to | posited, or lodged, andupon such tender, pay- 
the same conditions in all respects (eave as| ment, deposit, or lodgment the tenant shall be 
regards the amount of rent to be paid) as the |?” the — —— those hades eas 
previously existing tenancy was subject to under | a eed esa me ae si = eed 3 " 
the immediate landlord prior to the determina- . ga e day precet ing such tender, payment, 
‘un off lds extate | deposit, or lodgment; and the balance of the 
. |rent then due shall not be recovered by eject- 
Clause ordered to stand part of the | ment for non-payment of rent or distress. 


Bill. | Viscount p—E VESCI moved, after the 

rarde , QI thie ” 7 .Y 

Clause 13,— | words “any ejectment which, to insert 

’ | the words “after the expiration of two 

AMENDMENT OF 54 & 55 vicr. c. 57. | years from the date of the passing of this 

AS TO LONG LEASES AND FEE FARM! Act.” He did not think it would be a 

GRANTS. | hardship to the tenant that the operation 

The Redemption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 1891, | of the clause should be suspended for two 
shall be amended as follows :— vears 

(a) The provisions of the Land Law Acts |” *THe Marqurss or LANSDOWNE 

and this Act with respect to improves | asked whether this Amendment was a 

ments shall apply, notwithstanding that : » 

the lessee or grantee would not, on desirable one ? It would not come into 

quitting his holding, be entitled by | operation until twoyears after the passing 

reason of his being such lessee or | of the Act. The effect might be to induce 


grantee to claim compensation for im- | » nymber of landlords to exact from their 
provements under the Landlord and 


Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870. tenants large payments of arrears eXx- 
Oy A peetes thall be & loner: co © prnites ceeding the allowance of two years laid 
under a fee farm grant within the | Gown in the clause. That would be an 
meaning of the said Acts notwithstand- | unfortunate state of things to bring 
ing that the instrument under which | ahout. A similar Amendment was intro- 


he holds though purporting to create ‘ . . : 
the relation of landlord and tenant, is duced in the House of Commons by “s 
dated before the first day of January | highly-respected Trish landlord, Mr. 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty- | Smith-Barry, and it was not pressed. 
: : J) ] 

one, and by reason of its date does not | Viscount DE VESCT said it was in 
create the relation of landlord and | the Bill of the late Government It 
tenant between him and the person to | ee eg 
whom money is payable thereunder in | W@§ only suggested in order to give time 
respect of the holding, and that person for the landlord and tenant to come to 
shall be a lessor or grantor in like| some arrangement. He approved of the 
nests pot a men. | Principle of the clause, but thought it 
»xecuted o mr after » above-men- ‘ De ° 
tioned day. |rather sudden to bring it into operation 


at once. 








EJECTMENTS FOR NON-PAYMENT OF RENT 
IN CASE OF HOLDINGS UNDER LAND 


92 


LAW Acts 23 & 24 vicroria, c. 154. 








Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Viscount DE VESCI moved to insert|There was a hanging gale on a great 
after the words “two years’ rent,” the number of estates, and it would create a 
words “together with the costs or the great hardship to tenants and landlords 





undertakings in respect thereof by the 


said Act required.” He thought that the | 


words must have been left out by some 

inadvertence. Surely they did not intend 

to deprive the landlord of his costs ? 
*THE 


necessary, and that the clause did not 
touch the question at all. 


Viscount DE VESCI did not see how | 


the costs were provided for. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN said as the 
clause stood, it was clear that the costs 
would not be recoverable. [Cheers.] Why 
not make it clear by putting the words 
in the Bill? [‘ Hear, hear !”] 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR or IRE- 
LAND promised to consider the matter 
before Report. 

Viscount pE VESCI urged that the 
words should be inserted now—{“ hear, 
hear !”|—and then they could consider 
the words on Report. 


| 
Tue LORD CHANCELLOR or IRE- 


LAND said he must oppose that. It 
was abundantly clear that the clause did 
not touch the matter. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN asked how 
were the costs to be recovered. Did the 
noble and learned Lord intend that the 
landlord should bring a separate action 
for the costs? [‘‘ Hear, hear!” 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR of IRE- 
LAND repeated that the question of 
costs was not interfered with by the 
clause. 

Tue Eart or MAYO said he under- 
stood the noble and learned Lord would 
arrange some form of words by which 
the landlord could recover costs. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
TRELAND said it was not intended to 
touch the question of costs, and they 
would take care to see that the clause 
was so worded as to make the point 
abundantly clear. [‘ Hear, hear.” | 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Tue Eart or PORTSMOUTH moved, 
after the words “the sum of two years’ 
rent,” to insert the words, 


‘or in any case in which the tenant has been 
allowed the benefit of the usage known as the 
hanging gale the sum of two years rent in addi- 
tion to the account of the hanging gale or gales 
of rent.” 


Marquess or LANSDOWNE 


was told that the Amendment was not | 


if what had become a custom—and was 
looked upon as a custom by the tenants 
—was suddenly called up on the part of 
the landlords. He hoped his noble Friend 
| would consider the point, and, if he did 
not approve the exact words of the 
Amendment, that he would on Report 
give effect to the principle of the Amend- 
/ment. 

*THE Marquess of LANSDOWNE 
‘said he was afraid the words proposed 
/would not do. He believed their effect 
, would be to oblige the tenant to pay, not 
| two years as at present but three years. 
|The point was an extremely intricate 
jone. He would like to consider the 
/words, and attempt to devise some- 
thing which would meet the case. He 
|did not at all desire to disturb the 
|custom on an estate where that cus- 
‘tom had been that the rent was paid 
|a certain number of months in arrear. 
*Tae Eart or BELMORE said it did 
|not exactly follow that the person suc- 
‘ceeding to an estate was entitled to a 
hanging gale. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Viscount DE VESCI moved to leave 
out the words “such tender, payment, 
deposit, or lodgment,” and to insert the 
words “ the issue of the writ or process 
of ejectment.” The object of the Amend- 
ment was that the landlord should not 
be the loser of any rent that might 
acerue after the proceedings had been 
taken. 

*THe Marquress or LANSDOWNE 
said the exact meaning of his noble 
Friend’s Amendment was not quite ob- 
vious. Perhaps this was one of those 
points which they might consider 
later. 

Viscount DE VESCI said it was to 
provide that the rent that went on accru- 
ing should not be lost. 

*Toe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said he was afraid the Government could 
not accept the Amendment. 

Viscount DE VESCI asked leave to 
withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Viscount DE VESCI moved to leave 
out the words “ then due,” and to insert 
instead thereof the words “due to such 
gale day shall be recoverable by the land- 
lord as if the same were a debt due to him 
by the occupying tenant.” His object 
was to restore the words which appeared 
in the original draft of the Bill. It very 
often happened that there were cases 
between landlord and tenant where there 
was no privity of contract, and there 
would be nothing to prove that this was 
a debt. The Amendment practically 
provided a declaration by the Court that 
this balance of rent was a debt due 
by the tenant to the landlord and 
recoverable. 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the Government had no objection to 
the Amendment. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Viscount DE VESCI moved to add 
at the end of the clause the following 
words :— 

‘* Provided, however, that this section shall 
not apply to ‘any proceeding in ejectment in 
which an Order has been or shall be made under 
the 30th Section of the Land Law (Ireland) 
Act, 1887, nor to any arrears of rent the sub- 
ject of any such Order.” 


The object of the Amendment was to 
provide that this Order of the Court 
under the Act of 1887 should not be 
invalidated in any way by proceedings 
under this section. 

*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
said the Government had no objection to 
the Amendment. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 15, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 16,— 


PROVISION FOR AGREEMENTS BY LANDLORDS 
AND TENANTS IN CERTAIN CASES. 


(1.) The landlord and tenant of any holding 
may at any time (whether a statutory term is 
current in respect of the holding or not) agree 
in the prescribed manner in regard to all or any 
of the matters following :— 


(a) the consolidation of the holding with 
any other holding or portion of a 
holding or the making of any addition 
to the holding ; 
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(b) the partition or division of the holding ; 

(c) the assignment or surrender of portion 
of the holding ; 

(d) the creation of a present tenancy in any 
holding ; 

(e) the abridgment of any statutory term 

in the holding; and 


(f) the fair rent of the holding and the 
date at which the statutory term is to 
commence and the duration thereof. 

(2.) Where any such agreement is made, the 
tenancy in the holding shall (in the absence of 
a provision to the contrary) as and from the 
date of the agreement be a present tenancy. 

(3.) Any such agreement on being filed in the 
prescribed manner with the Land Commission 
shall have the same effect and consequences in 
all respects as if the matteis agreed to therein 
had been determined by the Land Commission, 
and the Land Commission had power to deter- 
mine the same. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, in sub-section (1), after the word 
“manner,” to insert the words ‘and 
subject to the prescribed rules and 
conditions.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THheE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved, in sub-section (2), after the word 
‘* provision,” to insert the words “in the 
agreement.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*Tur Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to add to the clause the following 
sub-section :— 

(4) The said conditions shall, in the case of 
an agreement made by a limited owner or a 
mortgagor or mortgagee in possession, include 
such conditions as may seem necessary to pro- 
tect the interests of the person entitled on the 
cesser of the interest or possession of such 
limited owner, mortgagor, or mortgagee.” 


The sub-section was necessary for the 

protection of the interests of the person 

entitled on the cesser of the interest. 
Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 16, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 17,— 


TENANCY TO BE PRESENT TENANCY 
WHERE LANDLORD HAS SO CONSENTED. 


Where, prior to the commencement of this 
Act, the landlord of a holding has consented that 
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the tenancy in the holding should be a present 
tenancy, or that the tenant should have the same 
rights asa present tenant, the tenancy shall be 
deemed to be a present tenancy accordingly. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 18,-— 


AMENDMENT AS TO MORTGAGE 
SETTLEMENT OF HOLDINGS. 


OR 


The alienation to one person only ofa holding 
by way of mortgage, or family settlement, or 
where marriage forms a portion of the consider- 
ation, or otherwise than for consideration in 
money or money’s worth, shall be subject to 
the provisions of Sub-séction six of Section one 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, but shall 
not in other respects be deemed a sale within 
the meaning of that section. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
dill. 


Clause 19,— 


REPEAL OF 44 & 45 Vict. c. 49, s. 8, 
s.s. 5. 
The fifth Sub-section of Section eight of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, is hereby re- 
pealed. 


Viscount DE VESCI moved to omit 
Clause 19. The section of the Act of 
1881 was a very valuable one, as it 
called upon the Court, on the application 
of the landlord or tenant, or both, to fix 
a specified value at the time when a fair 
rent was fixed. This clause was clearly 
a deprivation of the right and privilege 
of the landlord, and he thought it was to 
the public interest that the section should 
be kept in the law, as it might have some 
effect in controlling and reducing the 
very excessive prices that were now given 
for tenant-right. 

*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said they were under the impression that 
the section of the Act of 1881 was not 
really a valuable section. He was ad- 
vised that it had very rarely indeed been 
taken advantage of, and that the Com- 
missioners generally declined to fix a 
specified value, on the grounds that they 
had not the materials for doing so with 
accuracy, and that to fix a specified value 
in anticipation of a sale which might 
never after all take place was really a 
superfluous proceeding. The repeal of 
this section did not deprive the landlord 
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in any way of his right of pre-emption 
when the tenancy was sold. He hoped, 
therefore, the noble lord would not press 
his Amendment. 

Viscount DE VESCI said it was 
quite true that at the beginning of the 
operation of the Act of 1881 the Sub- 
Commissioners declined in a great many 
cases to exercise their power on the score 
that evidence could not be adduced as to 
the value of tenant-right, which, up to 
that time, except where the Ulster custom 
prevailed, had not been touched at all. 
There had been so many cases of sale in 
the south of Ireland now, however, that 
it would be easy to fix a specified value. 
No injustice would be incurred by the 
tenant. 

Lorp CLARINA said that, so far 
from this being a valueless provision, he 
had always required the Land Commis- 
sioners to value the tenant-right at the 
time they fixed a fair rent, and he had 
purchased the tenant-right at that valua- 
tion in order to prevent cattle disease 
from being introduced into his grazing- 
land. He trusted that the noble Lord 
would divide the House upon his Amend- 
ment. 

Tue LORD PRESIDENT or THE 
COUNCIL (The Duke of Drvonsuire) 
said that, although he thought that the 
principle of the clause was a right one, 
he had been informed by those who were 
better acquainted with such matters than 
himself that it had but a very limited 
operation ; and, therefore, he did not 
think that it was worth while to retain 
it in the Bill. 


Amendment negatived. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 20,— 


PROCEDURE. 
AMENDMENTS OF PROCEDURE AS TO 
LIMITED REPRESENTATION OF DECEASED 
PERSON, 


On any application under the Land Law Acts, 
as amended by this Act, an order may be made 
by the Court, appointing some person limited 
administrator of a deceased person for the pur- 
pose of such application, and such order may 
be made whether such deceased person did or 
did not die before the application, or make a 
will which was not proved. It is hereby de- 
clared that the Court had power, at any time 
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since the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) 
Act, 1881, to make such an Order as in this sec- 
tion is mentioned. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 21,— 


GROUND OF APPEAL TO BE STATED. 


Rules under Section 50 of the Land Law | 


(Ireland) Act, 1881, may provide that, subject 
to the qualifications (if any) contained in those 
rules, every notice of appeal under the Land 
Law Acts shall state the grounds of appeal, and 
on the hearing of the appeal no grounds of 
appeal shall, save by leave of the Court, which 
shall be granted oniy on special grounds, be 
entered into except those so stated. For the 
purpose of this section, “appeal” includes 
“re-hearing.” 


*THE Eart or BELMORE said that 
this clause was added to the Bill, on the 
Motion of Mr. Maurice Healy, about 
four o'clock in the morning of Friday, 
24th July, without any discussion. Its 
effect would be to compel the appel- 
lant, in all appeals and re-hearings, to 
state all the grounds upon which he 
appeals, and to prevent him from raising 
any other grounds or points during the 
hearing of the case. The Select Com- 


mittee of 1894 (Report, page xv.) re-| 
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| questions they would have to meet at the hear- 


ing, but, at the same time, I can see certain in- 
|conveniences that might result; for very 
| frequently it is during the progress of the 

evidence that very important law points appear, 
| and, of course, if you had such a rule, probably 

the result would be that these points could not 

be raised at the hearing below, and that would 
| lead to an appeal, and they would be raised on 
the hearing above.” 


On the following day Mr. Bailey was 
further questioned on this subject, and 
replied in these terms :-— 


“What I said was that very many important 
law points often arise during the progress of the 
hearing of the case, and are points of which 
notice could hardly be given; they arise on the 
evidence that is given in Court.” 


In further questions put to him, and his 
replies to them, he admitted that some 
points are usually known beforehand to 
the appellant, and he apparently con- 
ceded that notice of such points might be 
required. There would, perhaps, be a 
good deal to be said for this latter pro- 
posal. It would be a mutual convenience, 
and tend to lessen expense, and settle 
appeals out of Court. But Clause 14 as 
now added to the Bill will have the 
opposite effect in every way. It will 
compel an appellant in every case to get 


ferred to the fact that a tenant whose! his notice of appeal settled by counsel 


valuation is over £10 must set out on his 
originating notice particulars of the im- 
provements which he intends to claim, 
and they contended that the landlord 
should be placed under what they called 
a “corresponding obligation” to give 
notice of any point of law which he 
intended to raise at the hearing, and 
that “a similar rule should apply to 
hearings in the Appeal Court.” They 
apparently meant (though their language 
is not explicit on the point), that this | 
latter recommendation should apply both | 
to “re-hearings” before the Chief Land 
Commission, and to “ appeals ” (properly 
so-called) to the High Court of Appeal. 
Mr. W. F. Bailey was first asked whe-| 
ther it would not improve the working 
of the Land Acts, 

“if the landlord was compelled to give notice 
to the tenant on receiving the tenant’s origin- 
ating notice of any law points that he intended | 
to raise as to his status.” | 


He replied in these significant terms a. 


“Of course, it- would be un advantage in| 
enabling the parties to see at once what were the 


(an expense which he need not now 
incur); and even then he weuld fre- 
quently find himself deprived of the 
benefit of important points and evidence, 
which were only brought to his know- 
ledge during the hearing of the case. 
He begged to move to strike out the 
words, “and on the hearing of the 
appeal no grounds of appeal shall, save 
by leave of the Court, which shall be 


| granted only on special grounds, be 
|entered into except those so stated.” 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said that he was willing to accept the 
Amendment as far as striking out the 


/words “which shall be granted only on 


special grounds” was concerned. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Words, “ which shall be granted only 
on special grounds,” struck out. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 
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Clause 22,— 


LAND COMMISSION AND LAND JUDGE— 
REGULATIONS AS TO INTERCHANGE OF 
DUTIES OF THE LAND JUDGE AND THE 
JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER OF THE IRISH 
LAND COMMISSION. 


(1.) The Lord Chancellor, the Land Judge of 
the Chancery Division of the High Court, and 
the Judicial Commissioner of the Land Commis- 
sion, or any two of them (of whom the Lord 
Chancellor shall be one) may make rules for the 
following purposes, namely :— 

(a.) To enable the Land Judge to act as an 

additional Judicial Commissioner of the 
Land Commission— 


(i) in any matter arising under the Land 
Purchase Acts as amended by this Act; 
or 


(ii) in any appeal or rehearing under the 
Land Law Acts as amended by this 
Act; 

(2.) To enable the Judicial Commissioner of 
the Land Commission to exercise any juris- 
diction, powers, and duties, so far as exist- 
ing at the commencement of this Act, 


(i.) of the High Court or any Judge thereof, 
either as successors of the Landed 
Estates Court and the Judges thereof, 
or under the Record of Title (Ireland) 
Act, 1895, or the Local Registration of 
Title (Ireland) Act, 1891; and 

(ii) of the Land Judge and of the Receiver 
Judge under any enactment conferring 
any jurisdiction upon either of such 
Judges as such ; 


(c.) To enable the High Court to distribute 
the proceeds of any sale under the Land 
Purchase Acts, and to enable the Land 
Commission to carry into effect any sale 
under those Acts ordered by the High 
Court. 


(2.) For carrying into effect any such rules, 
and exercising the jurisdiction, powers, and 
duties arising thereunder, the Land Judge shall 
be deemed to be an additional Judicial Com- 
missioner of the Land Commission, and the 
Judicial Commissioner shall be deemed to be an 
additional Land Judge. 


(3.) The Land Judge as respects officers of 
the Supreme Court who are attached to such 
Judge, or otherwise employed in or about the 
execution of any such jurisdiction, powers and 
duties as may under this section be exercised by 
the Judicial Commissioner, and the Judicial 
Commissioner, so far as respects the officers of 
the Land Commission, may direct those officers 
to perform such duties as he thinks fit under 
the Land Commission or under the Land Judge, 
as the case may be, and those officers shall per- 
form those duties. 


(4.) The Land Judge and the Judicial Land 
Commissioner may also make regulations for 
carrying into effect any rules made in pursuance 
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of this section, and for the mutual relations 
between the Land Judge and the officers of the 
Supreme Court on the one side, and the Land 
Commission and their officers on the other, and 
in particular for the payment into the High 
Court of money to be distributed among the 
parties entitled thereto, and for the Land Com- 
mission carrying into effect any sales under the 
Land Purchase Acts ordered by the High Court. 


(5.) Sub-sections two and three of Section fifty 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, shall apply 
to rules made under this section. 


(6.) The first rules under this section shall be 
made as soon as practicable after the commence- 
ment of this Act. 


(7.) Such rules shall provide that the Court 
of the Land Commission in Dublin shall, when 
hearing appeals or rehearing cases, or hearing 
such other matters as may be prescribed, be held 
at the Four Courts, Dublin. 


Clause 23,— 


POWER TO NOMINATE JUDGE TO ACT AS 
ADDITIONAL LAND JUDGE FOR CERTAIN 
PURPOSES. 


The Lord Chancellor may nominate any 
judge of the High Court with his consent to act 
for the time specified by the Lord Chancellor as 
an additional Land Judge for the purposes of 
the Record of Title (Ireland) Act, 1865, and 
the Local Registration of Title (Ireland) Act, 
1891, and the judge so nominated shall have 
during that time the jurisdiction of the Land 
Judge for those purposes. 


Viscount pE VESCI moved to sub- 
stitute the following new clause in place 
of Clauses 22 and 23 :— 


“‘ (1.) A new Court shall be formed under the 
title of ‘Land and Record of Title Court.’ 


“ (2.) The office of Judicial Commissioner 
shall be abolished. 


“ (3.) The office of Lay Commissioner shall 
be abolished as vacancies arise. 


“(4,) The present Land Judge, the present 
Judicial Commissioner, and a third Judge to be 
appointed or transferred from a division of the 
High Court shall be Members of the ‘ Land and 
Record of the Title Court.’ 


“(5.) They shall be members of the High 
Court. 


“ (6.) Subject to the sanction of the Treasury, 
laymen may be appointed as ‘valuers’ or 
‘assessors’ to the Land and Record of Title 
Court, and to such divisions as may be decided. 


“(7.) All duties, powers, and jurisdiction of 
the Land Judges Court, of the Land Com- 
mission, and under the ‘Record of Title Act 
and Local Registration of Ti 
shall be vested in the ‘ La 
Court.’ 
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“ (8). The Lord Chancellor, the Judges of 
the ‘ Land and Record of Title Court,’ and the 
Lay Commissioners, for so long as they shall 
hold office, shall have complete ccntrol over the 
dispatch and distribution of business in the 
respective divisions of the Court, the prepara- 
tion of rules, the duties of the respective staffs, 
the carrying out of all the provisions of the 
Land Estates Court Acts, the Land Acts, the 
Land Purchase Acts, and the Record of Title 
Act and Local Registration of Title Act, and 
shall from time to time make rules for all or 
any of these purposes.”’ 


He desired that a Court should be 
established which should command the 
confidence of all parties to land ques- 
tions in Ireland. The Government 
proposed in their clause—Clause 22 
—to bring the Land Judge and the 
Judicial Commissioner into communi- 
cation; but he did not quite under- 


stand whether the two were to. sit 
together. It seemed rather to be a sort 


of “ Box and Cox” arrangement, with his 
noble Friend, the Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland, acting the part of Mrs. Bouncer. 
Again, by Clause 25, the Lord Chancellor 
might nominate a Judge of the High 
Court to act as a Land Judge for the 
purposes of the Record of Title Act. 
But he understood that that Judge was 
to sit alone. In fact under the clause of 
the Government the different Judges did 
not form a Court sitting together, which 
was the object of his clause. It would 
be noticed that in the third sub-section of 
his clause, he proposed that the office of 
lay Commissioner should be abolished 
as vacancies arise. He did not say a 
word against the present holders of the 
office. But he thought it was not proper 
that appointments in connection with 


the administration of the Land Acts 
should be liable to be turned in the 
future to political appointments. Such 


appointments should be made in a way 
that could not be questioned by either 
the landlord or the tenant. In fact the 
main object of his Amendment was to 
establish a Land Court, the members of 
which would be men of the highest legal 
qualifications and especially of honour, 
and which would command the full 
confidence of all parties in Ireland. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND said the subject raised by 
the Amendment was one of the very 
highest importance, and of the very 
deepest interest, and he quite appreciated 
the large and serious considerations 
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which had operated in influencing his 
noble Friend to suggest the desirability 
of trying to have established in Ireland 
one tribunal to deal with all questions 
connected with land. The provision in 
the Bill was more moderate and modest 
and more suited he thought to take its 
place in a Bill, which could not deal as 
exhaustively as was needed with such a 
great topic as that of consolidating the 
various Land Courts, Clause 22 brought 
the Land Court and the Land Com- 
mission Court into closer relations than 
hitherto. The Land Judge of the Land 
Court, and the Judicial Commissioner of 
the Land Commission Court, were given 
the power of interchanging their duties 
and of thus helping each other in the 
diflicult, arduous and responsible duties. 
The proposal of his noble Friend, was 
wiser and more comprehensive. It was 
one that had his sympathy, but it would 
need a very complex piece of legislation 
to make into one harmonious whole the 
different tribunals dealing with land in 
Ireland. He therefore hoped his noble 
Friend would be satisfied with bringing 
his idea forward, and not press his 
Amendment. 

Viscount DE VESCT recognised that 
it would be idle to attempt to press the 
Amendment on the Government at this 
stage of the Session. He did not know 
whether they were to have any further 
land legislation—— 

Toe PRIME MINISTER: 
hear!”. | Laughter.| 

Viscount DE VESCI: But if the 
subject were again taken up by the 
Government, he hoped they would give 
their attention to the matter. 
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“ Hear, 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN moved to 
leave out Sub-sections (1) to (4) inclusive, 
and insert instead thereof :— 


(1.) From and after the commencement of 
this Act the Judicial Commissioner of the Irish 
Land Commission shall be a Land Judge of the 
Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice 
in Ireland, and the office of Judicial Com- 
missioner of the Irish Land Commission shall 
be abolished. The Land Judges shall be ex-officio 
members of the Irish Land Commission, and 
all powers and duties now vested in or to be 
performed by the Judicial Commissioner shall 
he transferred to and vestedin the Land Judges 
and each of them. The Judicial Commissioner 
shall hold his office by the same tenure, and be 
entitled to the same salary and pension as if this 
Act had not passed, and save when required by 
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the Lord Lieutenant in Council he shall not be 
bound to perform any duties of a Judge of the 
High Court other than those incident to the 
exercise of the jurisdiction conferred by the 
Landed Estates Court (Ireland) Act, the Land 
Purchase Acts, and the Land Law Acts. 


(2.) The Lord Chancellor and the Land Judges 
may make rules and from time to time vary 
such rules for the following purposes, namely : 


(a.) The distribution between the Land 
Judges of any duties capable of being 
discharged by a Land Judge. 


(b.) The distribution hetween the Land 
Judges and the Land Commissioners 
of any duties capable of being dis- 
charged by any member of the Land 
Commission under the Land Purchase 
Acts, but so that as far as practicable 
matters which are of judicial character 
involving any question of law shall be 
assigned to the Land Judges. 


(3.) Subject to any Order made pursuant to 
Section nineteen of the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1885, the dutics imposed vpon 
the Land Judges by the seventy-fifth section of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) Act, 
1877, may be discharged by some one or more 
of the Land Commissioners as the Lord 
Chancellor and the Land Judges may from time 
to time by order direct, and with such limita- 
tions as may be imposed by such Order. An 
appeal from any Order made by a Commissioner 
in the discharge of such duties shall lie in the 
first instance to a Laid Judge. 


(4.) The general rules and orders which shall 
be in force at the commencement of this Act, 
either in relation to proceedings under the 
Land Purchase Acts, or to proceedings within 
the exclusive cognizance of a Land Judge, shall 
remain and be in force until varied by rules to 
be made as hereinafter provided. 


(5.) The Lord Chancellor and the Land Judges 
may make rules and orders, and from time to 
time vary such rules and orders, for the regula- 
tion of the practice and procedure as to all 
proceedings which would have been within the 
exclusive cognizance of the Land Judges if this 
Act had not passed, and as to all proceedings 
under the Land Purchase Acts as amended by 
this Act. Such rules shall provide for the pay- 
ment into court of the proceeds of sales under 
the Land Purchase Acts, and for the distribu- 
tion thereof amongst the parties entitled thereto. 


(6.) The Lord Chancellor and the Land Judges 
may from time to time make regulations for the 
discharge of any duties arising under such 
general rules by any officer of the Supreme 
Court now attached to the Land Judges, or other- 
wise employed in or about any jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties exercised by them, or by 
any officer of the Land Commission, and for the 
mutual relations between the officers of the 
Supreme Court and of the Land Commission. 
Such regulations shall provide that all such 
officers shall be employed in duties similar or 
analogous to those they at present discharge. 


The noble Lord said that in many 
respects his clause was technical, but he 
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would try to make its object clear. 
There must be absolute, not partial and 
halting, fusion of the offices of Land 
Judge and Judicial Commissioner, and 
as to land purchase proceedings the two 
Judges should be given all legal and 
judicial work, leaving the measuring of 
security, the sanctioning of advances and 
all ministerial work, including the work 
now done by the Land Judge as Receiver 
Judge as to managing estates to be dis- 
tributed by rules amongst the Lay Com- 
missioners. There should be, as was 
provided by the Purchase of Land Bill 
of 1890 and the Land Department Bill 
for 1891, one Court to which owners, 
whether unincumbered or incumbered, 
could go and put their estates or any 
portion of them on the market, or obtain 
declaration or certificate of titles, and to 
which incumbrancers might go to realise 
their charges. They should not be 
obliged, as at present, to go to the Land 
Judges Court to sell one part of their 
estates and to the Land Commission to 
sell the other. The title was common, 
and yet the charges override the whole 
estate which comprised head rents, land 
in lands, demesnes, house property, etc., 
as well as agricultural holdings. It was 
a great scandal and abuse that they or 
their incumbrancers should have to 
institute different proceedings in different 
courts to attain the same ends—sale or 
declaration of title. Under this clause, 
as proposed, all proceedings would be 
instituted by petition before the Land 
Judges. The schedules would show the 
lands capable of being sold to tenants, 
the lands or head rents which would 
have to be sold to the public and the 
lands as to which certificate of title was 
sought. He should not attempt to indi- 
cate what he supposed would be the pro- 
cedure under this clause as laid down by 
rules to be made by the Lord Chancellor 
and the Judges. Probably an absolute 
Order would be made after due notice, 
as was the case now, on an owner’s 
petition in the Land Judges’ Court. 
Then the landlord would proceed. to 
prove his title, and contemporaneously, 
the Land Judge to whom the matter was 
assigned would proceed to ascertain the 
tenancies, etc., and at the request of the 
owner refer the case to the Land Com- 
missioners to inquire and report as to the 
character of the tenanted estate, and as 
to the amounts which the Treasury 
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might advance. Then the owner would 
be free to enter into agreements with 
his tenants and the sales would be carried 
out without delay, the purchase money 
being placed to the credit of the matter 


in the Court books and distributed 
according to the rights of the 
parties and with the proceeds of 


the sales, if any, of lands or property 
not the subject of Government advances. 
This was a very technical question, but 
he had tried to put it as clearly as he 
could. His object was solely simplifica- 
tion, and that the sale of estates, 
whether encumbered or unencumbered, 
should be carried out as quickly as 
possible. The ultimate solution of the 
Jrish land question was facility of sale. 
He had endeavoured to make sales as 
simple and easy as possible, and it was 
by the fusion of the Land Judges Court 


and the Land Commission that he 
desired to attain that end. 
THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 


IRELAND said the proposal of his 
noble Friend to graft on to Clause 22 a 
series of important conditions indicated 
that he had closely studied the subject, 
and had brought to the matter great 
knowledge of a highly technical charac- 
ter. The noble Lord had shown great 
mastery of detail, a considerable know- 
ledge of practice, and he had presented 
his case as well as it could possibly have 
been presented. But the clause of the 
Bill as it stood was the result of a great 
deal of consideration. It was not from 
ignorance of the matter or interest in 
these topics that the clause was as narrow 
as it was. But the question was 
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feeble effort to amend the Government 


clause, but he hoped that before Report 
he would consider whether some portions 
of the proposed clause could not be 
embodied in the clause in the Bill. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR ~ or 
IRELAND: There is not much time 
before Report. One of the days is 
Sunday. 

Lorv CASTLETOWYN said he 
thought portions of the clause would fit 
in with the Government clause, and that 
the noble and learned Lord would find 
there were certain advantages to be 
gained by its adoption. He would not 
press the clause, but he trusted Lord 
Ashbourne would consider it. 


Clause, by leave, withdrawn ; Clauses 
22 and 23 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


THe Eart or MAYO moved the 
insertion of the following clause after 
Clause 23 :— 


“ Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the 

Land Commission that clerks who have served 
for ten years and upwards in estate offices in 
Ireland are deprived of their appointments 
through the operation of land purchase promoted 
by the State, the Land Commission may appoint 
such clerks to the permanent staff of the Land 
Commission Office, notwithstanding that their 
‘age shall exceed the limit of age in the pre- 
scribed regulations: Provided that they pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence that they possess the 
requisite ability to discharge the duties of clerks 
in the Land Commission Office, and are also 
qualified in respect of health and character ; and 
such clerks shall be paid such salaries and 
superannuation allowances as the Lord Lieu- 
tenant with the consent of the Treasury may 
determine.” 


immensely large and very complicated. | 


It dealt with a great number of official 
and other interests and it would be 
simply impossible to recast all 
machinery and arrangements embodied 
in the clause and apply themselves to 
consider another scheme, no matter how 
their minds were interested and attracted 
by the care and consideration that 
obviously had been given by the noble 


Lord to the elaboration of his various | 


suggestions. He trusted that the noble 
Lord would be satisfied with the Gov- 
ernment proposals and allow them to 
pass in the shape in which they had 
presented them. 

Lorp CASTLETOWWN said he was 
much indebted to his noble and learned 


Friend for what he had said about his | 


Lord Castletown. 


the | 


He said he moved the insertion of the 
clause to draw attention to a class 
of men who by the action of land- 
purchase in Ireland had found them- 
selves in a difficult and unpleasant 
| position —the class of land agents’ 
clerks, who, when the estate was sold, 
were thrown out of employment. He 
|knew the Lord Chancellor of Ireland 
'was in sympathy with these men. The 
action which he proposed was not with- 
out precedent, for when the State took 
‘over the telegraphs a great many of the 
‘telegraph clerks employed by the public 
companies were taken into the employ- 
iment of the State. Mr. Justice Bewley 
lhad admitted the hard case of these 
estate agents’ clerks. They knew their 
\ 
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business as well as the telegraph clerks 
did of whom he had spoken. One of 
them had been appointed to the per- 


manent staff of the Land Commission | 


Office. He moved the insertion of the 
clause that he might at least obtain 
words of sympathy from the Govern- 
ment with regard to these men. By the 
facilitation of the purchase of their 
estates by the tenants, a great many 
estate agents’ clerks would entirely lose 
their appointments, and he submitted 
that they were entitled to considera- 
tion. 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the House would readily accord the 
sympathy the noble Lord asked them 
for to these gentlemen, many of whom 
no doubt had been deprived of their 
employment under trying circumstances. 
He wished it were in his power to give 
something to the noble Earl more solid 
than sympathy, but he was afraid he 
could hold out no hopes of these estate 
clerks being introduced into the Civi! 
Service regardless of the regulations of the 
Service as to age and other matters, and 
he was bound to tell the noble Earl that 
he had great doubt whether even without 
those difficulties this clause, which dealt 
with salaries and superannuation allow- 
ances to be paid with the consent of the 
Treasury, was a _ clause that could 
properly be introduced into the Bill. 
He was afraid, therefore, they must 
leave the matter where it stood. 


Clause, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN moved to 
insert the following new clause before 
Clause 24 :— 


(1.) When at any time after the passing of 
this Act a land bank, with whose constitution 
and security the Treasury and the Land Com- 
mission may be satisfied, is established in any 
province or county of Ireland, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant in Council may, with the consent of the 
Treasury, authorise the issue by the Land Com- 
mission to such’ land bank of guaranteed land 
stock for such amounts and at such times as 
may be determined for the following purposes : 
(a.) To enable tenants to acquire by pur- 
chase and with the assistance of such 
land bank the ownerships of their 
holdings. 

b. 


To enable advances to be made to the 
owners of estates for the discharge of 
incumbrances affecting the same pend- 
ing the sale of such estates to occupy- 
ing tenants thereof, or for the purchase 
of such estates or parts of estate for 
the purposes of re-sale. 


~~ 
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(c.) To enable advances to be made to 
tenants’ purchasers for the improve- 
ment of their holdings.’ 


! 


(2.) Such advances shall not exceed the 
provisions of the guarantee fund which may at 
such times be applicable under the provisions of 
the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, to 
the county or counties forming the district in 
which such land bank may be established. 

(3.) Rules for carrying the provisions of this 
section into effect shall be made by the Land 
Commission with the approval of the Treasury 
and the Privy Council, and such rules shall 
provide for the manner in which such advances 
shall be secured and for the approval of the 
| Land Commission of all contracts for sale or for 
| advances made by the said land bank. 

(4.) Such Order in Council shall not take 
effect unless confirmed by Parliament if a 
petition against it is presented to the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council, and the petitioner appears 
and proceeds therewith. 


The noble Lord said the object of the 
clause was simply to empower the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council to promote the 
creation of what were called in foreign 
countries Land Banks. The object of 
land banks was to facilitate and improve 
the status of credit in the countries in 
which they were established. The clause 
itself was in no way contentious, and he 
was convinced that it would pass the 
House of Commons without difficulty. 
|The scheme was safeguarded in every 
possible way. It must receive the per- 
mission of the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council and that of the Treasury to 
become law, and be ruled by the Land 
'Commission as a matter which would 
‘come within their cognisance. Land 
‘Banks had been established for many 
years on the Continent. They had 
existed in Germany for 150 years, and 
for a long time in Austria, Switzerland, 
land, to a limited extent, in Italy, and 
‘in all had been absolutely successful. 
They had almost revolutionised the land 
| system in those countries, had made their 
sales simple and easy, and _ helped 
tenants who had become fee simple 
owners, and in many instances had 
assisted landlords in carrying through 
‘sales. The banks, if promoted, would 
bridge over the time referred to by Lord 
Lansdowne between the vesting order to 
the tenants and the deposit money 
‘advanced by the Treasury and held by 
the High Court to the landlord, the 
‘seller. Although this was a technical 
subject, it was really very simple. By 
e kindness of the Prime Minister 
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details upon it were obtained some years 
ago by Her Majesty’s representatives 
abroad and published in a Blue-book. 
There was a consensus of opinion that 
land banks were absolutely invaluable in 
the countries in which they existed and 
in favour of their creation in Ireland or 
even in England. They were a Con- 
tinental idea, but sometimes we could 
learn from other people. To let the idea 
take a concrete form they could work it 
out in any way they chose. The Lord 
Lieutenant could make arrangements 
and rules to secure the proper working 
of the banks, and the Treasury could do 
the same. He appealed to the noble 
Marquess in charge of the Bill to adopt 
this clause. There was nothing manda- 
tory or obligatory in the matter, but it 
was perfectly permissive. He urged the 
same proposal in their Lordships’ House 
in 1884; he had urged it since, and 
every step of their land legislation had 
tended towards the creation of land 
banks. Surely it was possible to create 
in Ireland what had answered so well 
under analogous circumstances in Con- 
tinental countries. The clause would 
not overload the Bill, it would not be 
contentious, and it would prove of 
immense value in the near future, when 


they were carrying through - sales. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
*Tur Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 


should certainly not say a syllable in 
disparagement of the proposal of the 
noble Lord, who was correct in saying 
that these land banks had worked 
exceedingly well in Continental coun- 
tries. He confessed he saw no reason 
whatever why a similar experiment 
should not be tried, and tried with 
success, in Ireland. _[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ ] 
He was afraid, however, he could not 
encourage the noble Lord to press this 
clause. The Bill was already a long and 
intricate Measure, and it had been very 
considerably altered during its progress 
through their Lordships’ House. He 
thought it would be of doubtful policy 
to add to its provisions a new one 
of this kind, and he hoped the noble 
Lord—who had often done good service 
in ventilating proposals affecting the 
treatment of land in Ireland, some of 
which had been subsequently adopted 
with excellent results—would be content 
with having placed this proposal on the 
Lord Castletown. 


{LORDS} 








(Ireland) Bill. 


notice Paper and explained it to the 
House. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 

Lorp TEMPLETOWN moved, in 
Sub-section (1), after the word ‘‘ made,”’ 
to insert the words ‘‘ before or.’’ He 
contended that the acceptance of the 
Amendment would benefit all those 
tenants who in the past had purchased 
their holdings. They had been anxious 
in Ireland to make purchase as great a 
success as possible, and they were 
anxious that those who had purchased 
should have no ground whatever to 
regret having done so. There was no 
question that if the reductions in rent 
went on, as they had done under the 
second term, they should have this state 
of things arising—that the tenants whose 
rents had been reduced would before 
very long be in a better financial position 
with regard to the land than those who 
might purchase under this Bill, and more 
especially those who had _ purchased 
before its passing. In these cireum- 
stances it would be fair to remove any 
ground of complaint the tenants who 
had purchased in the past would have, 
and his Amendment would have the 
effect of bringing those tenants into an 
equally good position with those who 
might purchase under this Act. This 
would be a concession not to the land- 
lords but to the tenants of Ireland. He 
would quote the case of a reduction of 
rent which would put his point clearly 
before their Lordships. There was a 
tenant whose old rent before 1881 was 
£10. The rent in 1881 was reduced 
from £10 to £5 10s. In the second 
term, which was decided lately, in the 
county of Armagh, the rent was further 
reduced to £4, or a total reduction of 
60 per cent. on the old rent. It was 
very difficult to anticipate what the next 
reduction might be 15 years hence, but 
if it continued at the same rate it must 
be wiped out altogether. Such a tenant 
would, therefore, be in the position that 
he would pay no rent, while the man who 
purchased would have to go on paying 
his purchase annuities to the end of the 
period. He begged to move the Amend- 
ment. 

*Tnhe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said it was impossible for him to ac- 
cept the Amendment. The clause had 
been carefully considered in all its 
financial bearings, and they could not 
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alter the financial machinery at_ this 
stage. He must also add that the noble 
Lord seemed to have overlooked the 
point that very material relief was 
already given under the clause, in 
respect of advances made before the 
commencement of this Act. The fifth 
sub-section provided for such advances 
under conditions which were certainly 
not illiberal. 

Lorp TEMPLETOWN said his point 
was that the tenants who had purchased 
should be put in exactly the same 
position as those who were about to 
purchase, 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN would not} 
press his Amendment after the kind tone 
of the speech of his noble Friend, but he 
would ask the noble Marquess to con- 
sider the advisability of bringing in a 
short Bill next year to promote the 
creation of these banks, which, as it | 
would be non-contentious, there ’ should | 
be no difficulty in passing. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’?} 

*Tne Marquess or LANSDOWN 
was afraid he could not go any further 
than he had done in the statement he | 
had just made. 


Clause, by leave, withdrawn. 


Tur Marquess or LONDONDERRY | 


moved an Amendment providing that, 
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tenants who bought 10 years ago might 
have a grievance, and might consider 
that had they united for these 10 years 
they need not have paid so high a price 
as they had done. He would in these 
circumstances appeal to the Government 
to alter the decade which had been fixed 
in the clause to a quinquennial term of 
years. To his mind such a change 
would greatly add to the attractions of 
the Bill, without any risk either to the 
taxpayer or the Treasury. In theory it 
| sounded plausible to the tenant to tell 
him that if he bought he obtained a 
reduction of rent, and at the end of 
49 years would become the owner of his 
| holding. But, regarding the matter 
jfrom a practical point of view, he did 
‘not know how many of their Lordships 
would look forward with any degree of 
satisfaction to the positions they would 
be occupying in 49 years’ time ; conse- 
‘quently he did not wonder if the Trish 
|tenant looked upon the 49 years as a 
| period with regard to which he need not 
give much consideration. What he 
would like would be, if possible, an 
| immediate reduction, and, if he could 
/not have that, as rapid a reduction as 
| possible in the payment of rent, whether 
it was to the State or to his landlord. 
| He thought they would make this 
| scheme of purchase far more attractive 
\by giving a reduction every five years 
and lengthening the term at which the 
purchaser would become in the future 
That was the 





| the owner of the holding. 


in the case of every advance under the! reason which had induced him to move 


Land Purchase 


Acts 


made after the) the Amendment. 


commencement of this Act, the purchase | *THE Marquess oF LANSDOWN] 


annuity should be recalculated every 
five years instead of every 10 as proposed | 
in the clause. He observed that ever 
since he had owned property in Ireland 
he had endeavoured to promote the| 
system of land purchase by enabling the 


occupier to become the owner of his} 


holding upon terms agreeable to himself 
and his’ landlord, and without any risk 
to the State. He was glad to see that 
in this Bill the Government had done 
what they could to remedy the defects | 
in the Land Bill of 1891 so as to sanke | 
it more attractive to owners to sell and 
tenants to buy. On this ground he 
welcomed the proposal to give a reduction 


of rent every 10 years to those tenants 


who had bought. 


But he thought that 





said that he was told that an Amend- 
ment similar to the present one was 
‘moved in another place by a private 
| Member and that it was ruled out of 
/order because it altered the conditions 
of the security given in the Bill. He 
apprehended that if that argument 
|applied in another place it would apply 
still more strongly in their Lordships 
House. But he should like to put it to 
the noble Marquess whether, upon its 
merits, his proposal was one upon which 
it would be desirable to insist. In the 
| Bill the annuity payable by the tenant 
was recalculated at intervals of 10 
years, the tenant being, at each recaleu- 
lation, credited with the amount of the 
capital which had been replaced by the 
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operation of the sinking fund. The! sents repayment of capital, and the 


noble Marquess proposed, as he under- | 
stood, to substitute for periods of 10! 
years periods of five years. It occurred 
to him that this would enormously add 
to the trouble of those officials upon | 
whom would be thrown the duty of 
making these somewhat laborious cal- | 
culations, nor, as he understood the) 
matter, would the advantage to the! 
purchasing tenant really be very mate- 
rial. He hoped the noble Marquess 
would not ask the House to divide on 
his Amendment. 

Tae Marquess or LONDONDERRY | 
said he had not the slightest intention of | 
dividing the House. He merely held 
out the suggestion in order to make the 
scheme, with which he heartily con- 
curred, more attractive that it was at) 
the present moment. If the Govern- | 
ment could have seen their way to give | 
reductions at earlier periods than those | 
contained in the Bill, he was sure they | 
would have never regretted it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn ; | 
clause ordered to stand part of the} 


Bill. 
Part IIJ.—LanpD PURCHASE. 
Clause 24,— 


| 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

ALTERATION OF MODE OF CALCULATING 

PURCHASE ANNUITY. 

(1.) In the case of every advance under the | 

Land Purchase Acts made after the commence- 

ment of this Act the purchase annuity shall be 

calculated and payable— 

() during the first decade of the annuity, 
upon the total advance ; and 

(2) during the second and third decades, | 

upon the portion of the advance which 


is ascertained, as provided by this) 


section, to be unpaid at the end of the 
previous decade ; and | 
(c) after the end of the third decade, upon 
the portion of the advance which is 


residue of the advance shall be the 
unpaid amount upon which the 
subsequent annuity is to be calculated 
and paid; and 


(4) ascertain when the whole advance has 
been repaid by means of the accumula- 
tion of that portion of the purchase 
annuity which represents repayment of 
capital. 


(3.) If the proprietor of a holding charged 


| with an annuity applies to the Land Commission 


within the prescribed time and in the prescribed 
manner, prior to the end of each of the said 


| decades, that the annuity during the next 
| decade shall not be reduced under this section, 


no alteration of the annuity shall then be made. 


(4.) The amount of the annuity, when re- 
calculated as provided by this section, shall be 
certified by the Land Commission, and that 
certificate shall be conclusive for all purposes, 
and shall be sent by them for registration to the 


| registration authority under the Local Registra- 


tion of Title (Ireland) Act, 1891. 


(5.) The foregoing provisions of this section 
shall apply in the case of an annuity for any 
advance made under the Land Purchase Acts 
before the commencement of this Act, subject as 
follows :— 


(4) where more than ten years have elapsed 
since an annuity for the repayment of 
of the advance began, the amount of 
the advance remaining unpaid shall be 
ascertained as at the end of the last 
completed decade since that beginning, 
and the reduction of the annuity in the 
current decade shall date from the gale 
day next after the commencement of 
this Act ; 


(4) In a case where purchaser’s insurance 
money has been paid, the amount so 
paid, and not set off against arrears, 
shall be taken into account at the end 
of the first decade, as if it were a 
portion of the purchase annuity which 
represents repayment of capital; and 
the provisions with respect to setting 
off against arrears purchaser’s insur- 
ance money so paid shall not apply 
after the end of such decade. 


*THE Eart or BELMORE moved, 
after Clause 24, to insert the following 
clause :— 


ascertained, as provided by this section, | 


to be then unpaid, 


and shall continue to be paid until the whole 
advance is ascertained as provided by this 
section to have been repaid. 


(2.) The Land Commission shall, in accord- 
ance with such rules as the Treasury may make— 
(a) at the end of cach of the said decades 
ascertain how much of the advance has 

been repaid by means of the accumula- 

tion during the decade of that portion 

of the purchase annuity which repre- 


Marquess of Lansdowne. 


Where any tithe-rent charge vested in the 
| Irish Land Commission by the Irish Church 
| Act, 1869, has been or may hereafter be sold 
under the provisions of Section 82 of the said 
| Act, and the purchase money is made repayable 
| by a terminable annuity as in said section pro- 
vided, the following provisions shall have 
| effect :— 


(a) If the sale was made before the com- 
mencement of this Act, the annuity 
may be reduced on the application of 
the purchaser in the manner provided 
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with respect to existing purchase 
annuities by Sub-section five of Section 
24 of this Act; 

(6) In the case of sales made after the 
commencement of this Act, the annuity 
may on the application of the purchaser 
be periodically reduced in the manner 
provided by Section 24 of this Act 
respecting purchase annuities created 
after the commencement of this Act; 

Provided, however, that in all such cases the 
annuity on the original or (as the case may be) | 
the unpaid’ amount of the purchase money shall | 
be four pounds nine shillings instead of four 
pounds per centum, and the interest involved 
in such annuity shall be three per centum. 


He hoped this was a clause which the | 
Government would be able to accept. 
It was, in a certain sense, a matter 
connected with the Treasury, but only in 
a certain sense, because it did not deal 
with public money in the ordinary sense 
of the word. It dealt really with certain 
repayments to the Irish Church Fund 
over which the Treasury, no doubt, had | 
some control. A short time ago he! 
brought a Bill into the House for which | 
the Government gave a Second Reading 
on condition that it did not go any fur- 
ther this Session. That Bill dealt with 
two things. It dealt first of all with a 
matter which 
dealt with in Clause 36 of the Bill with 


regard to the tithe-rent charge annuities. | 


With regard to that matter the Govern- 
ment allowed him to have a Second 
Reading as a recognition of the prin- 


of 


ciple 45 years instead of 52 
years being the basis of calculation for 


repayment, 
extend the matter 
was done in Clause 36. As far as that | 
agreement went, he was bound by it, and | 
he did not propose any amendment to | 
that part of the clause which regarded | 
repayment. But there was another mat- 
ter, possibly a smaller matter, dealt with | 
in the second section of the clause as to 
which he was not bound, nor were the 
Government bound by having assented | 


to the principle in having given him a|p 


Second Reading. When a person had 
purchased his tithe-rent charge and con- 
verted it into a sinking fund annuity, he 
would have to pay for a lengthened 
period of years a certain annual sum part 
of which represented capital, and part of 
which represented interest on the sinking 


fund principal, and what he wanted the | 


{7 Auaust 1896} 


was to a certain extent | 


but he was not allowed to! 
any further than it | 
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;Government to do was to place those 
persons upon the same footing as that in 
| which they had just placed the tenant 
purchasers of farms by Clause 24 of this 

Bill. He asked that they should recal- 
culate the annuities every ten years, and 
that consequently the persons who were 
‘repaying their tithe-rent charge should, 
‘if they. so liked, pay a smaller annual 
sum at each recurring decade, and of 
course the period of repayment would ex- 
| tend over a longer period. This was a 
matter to which a great deal of import- 
ance was attached, ‘and if the Govern- 
ment could accept it it would give a very 
| sensible relief to many persons who were 
| very much in need of relief just now. 
| *Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said this Amendment was only placed on 
\the Paper that day, and he had not had 
time to examine it very thoroughly. 
But the matter with which it dealt was 
one which had been more than once 
discussed in that House, and the pro- 
posals of the noble Lord as to the com- 
mutation of tithe-rent charge were 
certainly not all received by the Gov- 
‘ernment. They had, in the Bill, ad- 
mitted the principle for which the noble 
| Lord had so often contended, in regard 
to cases where there was a sale of an 
‘estate to tenants. But the noble Earl, 
,in this Amendment, asked them to go 
| considerably further and to deal with the 
| commutation of rent charge generally. 
| *THE Eart or BELMORE said he did 
not touch the case of immediate redemp- 
\tion, which was dealt with in a later 
clause of the Bill, but he dealt with the 
case of those persons who did not want 
to redeem the charge at once or upon 
sale, but intended going on until the end 
of the term. W hat he asked was that 
the length of the period should be ex- 
tended, and that in the same way as 
they were giving reductions to tenant 
purchasers, from ‘ten years to ten years, 
the amount of the annuity should be re- 
calculated, and that the persons should 

pay a smaller sum over that lengthened 
period. 

*The Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said he was afraid he had somewhat 
misapprehended the proposal, but it was 
quite clear that it was a financial pro- 
posal of some magnitude, and he 
could not undertake to add it to the 
Bill. 
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Lorp CASTLETOWN hoped the! 


noble Earl would bring it up on Report. 
It was evident he had had some arrange- | 
ment with the Government which had 
broken down. 

*THe Eart or BELMORE said the} 
Government could not admitthe principle, 
but he would bring it up on Report if it | 
was any use. 

*THr MARQUESS OF 
said the clause was out of order. 

*THe Earn or BELMORE said that! 
as it seemed to be the wish of some of | 
his noble Friends, he would take the | 
opinion of their Lordships on the matter. | 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR oF | 
IRELAND asked his noble Friend if he 
was quite clear that it was in order. 
Surely it was a financial proposal of high | 
magnitude, and, therefore, was it not a! 
privilege Amendment} 

*THe Eart or BELMORE said he did 
not think it was. 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR or} 
IRELAND: It is obviously a financial | 
operation of considerable magnitude that | 
must affect the Treasury. That must be | 
dealt with by the financial authorities of | 
the country. It is a very serious thing | 
to move that without full consideration, | | 
and without being thoroughly advised as | 
to its legal status. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN he ‘ped the noble | 


LANSDOWNE 


{LORDS} 
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upon all persons interested, whether in the 
_— of redemption of such mortgage or other- 

wise. The foregoing provisions with respect to the 
calculation of a purchase annuity may be applied 
by the Land Commissioners with the necessary 
modifications, to the calculation of the instal- 
ments of an annuity by means of which any 


52 


| mortgage debt is payable under section 52 of 


the Irish Church 
| mending the same. 


Act, 1869, and the Acts 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 


| Bill. 


Clause 26,— 


ABOLITION 


The 
Land 


OF COUNTY PERCENTAGE, 
under the Purchase of 


1891, is required to be 


amount which 
(Ireland) <Act, 


| ap plied as county percentage shall, when received 


| in respect of an instalment of the: annuity falling 
due after the commencement of this Act, cease 
to be so applied and shall be paid to the 


| National Debt Commissioners and applied as a 


portion of the purchase annuity which repre- 


| sents repayment of capital. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 27, 


PURCHASER’S INSURANCE 


MONEY. 


ABOLITION OF 


In the case of any advance after the com- 
mencement of this Act for the purchase of a 
holding, and also in the case of an instalment 


and learned Lord would not ride off on | of a purchase annuity which shall become pay- 


privilege. Some arrangement was entered | lable after the passing of this Act, purchaser's 
into insurance money shall not be payable. In the 





x | se OT t > x ab é € ‘ 

*Tue Earn or of mee et eek ore yor oe canes 
of the purchase annuity as from the date of such 
commencement shall be certified by the Land 
Commission, and sent by them for registration 
to the registration authority under the Local 
Registration of Title (Ireland) Act, 1891. 

*THE Marquess orf LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out the words ‘of the 
purchase annuity as from the date of 
such commencement,” and to insert 
instead the words “ thereof as altered by 
this section.” 


BELMORE: No, that | 
was with regard to the matter dealt with | 
in Clause 36. T withdraw. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn ; 
clause ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 25,— 


APPLICATION OF PART OF ACT TO ANNUITIES 
UNDER 32 & 33 victT. c. 42. 


The Land Commission, upon the application 
of any person liable to pay interest on any 
simple mortgage under section fifty-two of the 
Irish Church Act, 1869, may, if they think fit, 
by Order convert that mortgage into a mortgage 
to secure repayment of the principal of the 
mortgage debt then outstanding, with interest 
at the rate of three and one-eighth per centum 
per annum, by means of an annuity at the rate 
of four per centum per annum on the said prin- 
cipal, payable by half-yearly payments on the 
days fixed for the payment of the interest on 
the said mortgage, until the whole principal has 
been repaid, and such order shall be binding 





Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 


part of the Bill. 


Clause 28,— 


AS 


(1.) The Land Commission on making an 
advance may dispense with the whole or any 


TO GUARANTEE DEPOSI'T. 








53 Land Law 
part of the guarantes deposit being made or 
retained if they think the security for the 
repayment of the advance is sufficient without 
it. 


(2.) The Land Commission may, if they 
think fit, on application, pay to the persons en- 
titled thereto the whole or any part of the 
guarantee deposit made or retained in respect 
of advances under the purchase of Land (Ire- 
land) Act, 1891, except in a case where any 
part of the deposit has been actually applied in 
pursuance of the Land Purchase Acts. 


(3.) In the case of any advance made other- 
wise than under the Purchase Land (Ireland) 
Act, 1891, the Land Commission may pay out 
of the guarantee deposit to the person entitled 
thereto a sum equal to the portion of the 
advance which at the end of any decade is 
ascertained under the provisions of this Act to 
have been repaid. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN said the clause 
empowered the Land Commission when 
they saw fit to dispense with the whole 
or any part of the guarantee deposit. 


The Amendments he had to the clause | 
would make it obligatory on the Land | 


Commission to dispense with the gua- 
rantee deposit or any part thereof, but 
he put in words which gave them a 
governing power, perhaps not quite so 
stringent as that in the clause, but which 
he thought met the case better. He pro- 
posed that the clause should read— 


“* May dispense with the whole or any part of the 
guarantee deposit being made or retained, un- 
less they think the security for the repayment 
of the advance is insuflicient.” 


It was merely inverting the sentence, 
and he thought it made the clause clearer 
while it gave the same power. 

*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the Amendment, as it stood on the 
Paper, was clearly not a desirable one. 
The noble Lord had given notice to 
move to substitute the word “ shall” for 
“may,” but, of course, the sentence was 
governed by the words “if they think 
fit,” and to say they shall if they think 
fit, instead of may, altered the sense very 
little. He understood that now the 
noble Lord proposed to invert the 
language of the clause. He would rather 
not accept any words in a clause which 
he had not seen and been able to ex- 
amine. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN said he would 
bring up the words on Report. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


{7 Aucust 1896} 
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| Lorp CASTLETOWN moved, in Sub- 
section (2), to leave out the word 
“persons,” and to insert instead thereof 
the word ‘ person.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN moved, in Sub- 
section (2), to insert after “1891,” “or 
the Redemption of Rent (Ireland) Act 


1891.” He thought there was an 
omission. 
*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 


said there was not an omission. This 
clause deals with the power of dispensing 
/with the guarantee deposit, and he was 
told that in the Redemption of Rent 
(Ireland) Act 1891, there was nothing 
about guarantee deposit. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN: Oh, yes, 
there is, but I will withdraw the Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp pe VESCI moved in Sub- 
section (3) to insert after the word “ may ” 
the words “at any time after the ex- 
piration of ten years from the making of 
the advance.” He said the Amendment 
was to the effect that the Land Com- 
mission should pay out the guarantee de- 
posit under the Act of i885. As the sum 
still in the hands of the Land Com- 
missioner under the Act of 1885 was nota 
very large one, he thought the Commis- 
sioners might exercise some discretion in 
repaying it. He proposed that they 
should be empowered to repay it at the 
expiration of ten years. At present he 
believed the time was 17} years. He 
asked the Government to remit the 7} 
years. The security under the Act was 
ample. As the noble Marquess said the 
other day, at present there was only 
under the Acts of 1885 and 1891 the 
sum of about £4,000 outstanding and 
that was in process of collection. 

Tor LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND understood that under the 
Land Purchase Act of 1885, one of the 
most important elements in the security, 
was the existence of this guarantee de- 
posit. On the basis and on the faith of 
that, the provisions were sanctioned by 
those in charge of the public purse. 
There was no other security except the 
honesty and reliability of the Irish 


| tenants, and the House would have no 
} 
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the security or giving power to withdraw 
from the security what might be a sub- 
stantial sum. The guarantee deposit 
was a portion of the security of the State 
and must be adhered to. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN supported the 
Amendment. The noble and learned 
Lord said that the public purse must be 
protected. If they paid the guarantee 
deposit back up to the first ten years, 
they did help the public purse, because 
at the present time the Treasury was 
forced to pay 3 per cent. on the guarantee 
deposit. Thereforeifthe Treasury paid the 
guarantee deposit to those persons to whom 
it ought togo, the Treasury would cease to 
have to pay the 3 per cent., and, as was 
well known, Consols and Treasury money 
was now at 23 per cent. There was an- 
other important point to be considered. 
It was that the purchasers under the 
Act had already paid 10 years’ instal- 
ments. Was it likely that a man who 
had paid 10 years’ instalments would 
default. Every year his security was 
increasing in value, and the risk there- 
fore to the State was lessening. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND said they were quite power- 
less in the matter. He felt the persua- 
sive force of what had been said about 
3 per cent., but that was a matter which 
ought to be put to the conscience of the 
Treasury. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN asked if the 
noble and learned Lord would use a few 
persuasive words to the Treasury. 


Tuk LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND: My noble Friend does not 


know the Treasury. [ Laughter. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN thought it was | 
possible the Treasury would agree to it. 
He did not think they realised what the | 
point was. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 29,— 


AMENDMENT OF 51 & 52 Vict., c. 49 


> Se oe 


In computing the amount iii ie any | 


one purchaser under the provisions of the second | 


section of the Purchase of Land (Ireland) 
Amendment Act, 1888, an advance made to such 
purchaser as a trustee for another, or as personal 


Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 


{LORDS} 


sanction or warrant for withdrawing from | 
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representative of a deceased person, shall not, if 
as regards advances made after the passing of 
this Act, he declares at the time that he was so 
acting, be included, and for the purposes of the 
said section the advance in such cases shall be 
deemed to have been made to the person or 
persons personally interested in such advance. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out the words “or persons 
personally,” and to insert instead thereof 
the word “ beneficially.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 30, — 


EXPEDITING PROCEEDINGS ON 
sgE 50 & 51 vict. c. 33,5. 
51 & 52 vicr. c. 49s. 3. 

(1.) Where an agreement has been made for 
the purchase of a holding, and the Land Com- 
mission consider that the purchase money is 
adequate in amount, and are satisfied that the 
person purporting to be the landlord or his 
mortgagee has, by himself or by his agent, or a 
receiver, been, for not less than six years, in 
receipt of the rents of the holding, and have 
ascertained in the prescribed manner that the 
estate in respect of which such person claims as 
landlord is sufficient to constitute him a person 
having power to sell under the Land Purchase 
Acts, he shall be deemed to be prima facie en- 
titled to carry such agreement into effect ; but 
if it appears to the Land Commission that the 
said estate is a leasehold for years not renewable 
for ever, they shall cause the prescribed notice 
|to be given to the person who is entitled in 
reversion on the expiration of the lease. Pro- 
vided always, that where the Land Commission 
are satisfied that the person purporting to be the 
landlord has a good and marketable title to his 
| interest in the holding they shall not be required 
ito consider the purchase money is adequate in 
| amount. 


| (2.) Where the Land Commission are satisfied 
| that the persons purporting to be the landlord 
| and the tenant are, prima facie, entitled to carry 
| into effect an agreement for the purchase of a 
ee and sanction an advance for the pur- 
chase of a holding, they shall, as soon as may 
| be, make a vesting order to the effect that the 
j amount of the advance be paid into the High 
| Court to the prescribed credit to abide the order 
of that Court,and that on such payment the 
| holding shall vest in the purchaser. 


SALES. 
14, AND 


(3.) The vesting order shall be effectual to 
| vest in the purchaser, and charge the purchase 
| annuity on the fee simple and inheritance of the 
holding purchased, subject— 


(«) to such exceptions and reservations (if 
any) as may be specified in the agree- 
ment for purchase and approved hy the 
Land Commission respecting any right 
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reserved to the vendor or superior | 
landlord in any case in which the Land | 
Commission is satisfied in the prescribed 
manner that the effect of such reserva- 
tion was explained to and understood | 
by the purchaser, or the purchaser is | 
represented by a solicitor other than the 
vendor's solicitor ; and 


ey : 

(4) to any public rights affecting the hold- 

ing ; and 

(c) to the provisions of this Act respecting 

the tenant’s interest, and respecting 
easements, rights, and privileges ; 


but, save as aforesaid, discharged from all 
claims, whether estates, charges, reservations, 
covenants, conditions, interests or incumbrances 
whatsoever, as well of Her Majesty the Queen, 
and any superior landlord, as of all other persons 
whomsoever (except the tenant and persons 
claiming under him) who are interested in the 
holding, whether as incumbrancers or otherwise, 
and all such claims shall cease as against the 
holding, and shall attach to the purchase money 
paid into the High Court in respect of the hold- 
ing, in like manner as immediately before the 
sale they attached to the holding. 


(4.) The money so paid into the High Court 
shall be distributed and dealt with by that Court 
in like manner as if it were the proceeds of the 
sale of anestate sold under the Landed Estates 
Court (Ireland) Act, 1858, and for the purpose 
of such distribution of or dealing with the said 
money, the High Court may, if it appears to 
such Court necessary, ascertain the amount or 
value of such claims as above mentioned, and 
cause that amount or value to be discharged, 
redeemed, or satisfied out of the said money. 


(5.) The vesting order shall be an order 
securing an advance within the meaning of 
section eighteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1887, and that section shall apply accordingly. 


(6.) The interest vested by the vesting order 
in the purchaser shall be deemed to be a graft 
upon the previous interest of the tenant in the 
holding, and shall be subject to any rights or 
equities arising from its being such graft: 
Provided that any then substituting charge on 
such previous interest which was created under | 
any Act in respect of some improvement on the 
holding, shall be a charge on the estate vested 
in the purchaser by the vesting order next after 
the purchase-annuity. 


(7.) If any guarantee deposit is paid or re- 
tained, the amount thereof shall be excepted 
from the payment into the High Court, and held 
by the Land Commission, but the vesting order 
shall take effect andthe right to the deposit be 
determined, as if the amount had been paid into 
that Court with the rest of the purchase money. | 


(8.) Where the Judicial Commissioner certifies 
that the estate is free from incumbrances (as 
defined by the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887), 
and that the purchase money can be paid or 
distributed immediately, the advance need not 
be paid into the High Court, and this section 
shall apply in like manner as if it were so paid. 
The provisions of this section and of any other 


{7 Auaust 1896} 
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enactment in this Act with respect to purchase 
money and the payment thereof into court or 
otherwise shall, where the advance is made by 
means of guaranteed land stock, apply to that 
stock and to the transfer thereof into court or 
otherwise, and enactments relating to the pay- 
ment shall be construed accordingly. 


(9.) The Land Commission or the High Court 
shall not in any case be empowered to make any 


| further requisition as to title than a purchaser 


would be entitled to make under the Vendor 
and Purchaser Act, 1874, or any Act amending 
the same. 

THe Marquess eof LONDON- 
DERRY said their Lordships would have 
gathered from the remarks he had made 
that he was a staunch advocate of the 
principle of purchase. He congratulated 
the Government on having made the 
question of purchase the keystone of 
their Bill, but, as he pointed out in the 
Debate on the Second Reading, if Clause 
30 were allowed to stand, the keystone 
of the Measure would be absolutely 
destroyed. No landlord in Ireland would 
under the circumstances, consider him- 
self justified in selling his property to a 
tenant. Consequently, if a landlord 
would not sell and tenants wished to buy, 
the whole system of purchase came to a 
deadlock. On the Second Reading he 
proved that the landlord, under this 


clause, would give up his land, and until 


he had proved his title would receive no 
money in hard cash in return. There 
was great difficulty and expense in prov- 
ing title in Ireland, and this was a great 
deterrent to purchase. For instance, it 
cost him £3,000 to sell his first £100,000 
pounds’ worth of land. Was it likely 
that people who had a small margin and 
were perhaps receiving from honest 
tenants 4 per cent. for their money would 
sacrifice 3 per cent. in proving their title ? 
In addition to the expense, the proving 
of title was a very lengthy business. In 
the House of Commons the Attorney- 
General for Ireland stated that it might 
take a landowner three or four years to 
prove his title. What happened to his 
money during that time? He did not 
receive it to pay off his mortgagee, to 
whom he was paying 4} or 5 per cent., 
but it was locked up, and he was paid 
2} per cent. interest for it. Take the 
case of a landlord with an income of 
£1,000 a year which was mortgaged up 
to £500. The landlord sold at 20 years’ 
purchase, which brought him in £20,000. 
He was not able to prove his title for 
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three or four years, and receiving only 


24 per cent. for the £20,000 he got 
exactly £500 a year. There was, 
consequently, no margin whatever 


left to him if he sold between what he 
received from the Land Commission 
and what he paid to the mortgagee. 
The argument of the noble and learned 
Lord sounded exceedingly plausible. He 
was the owner of mortgaged property, 
and he should beexceedingly glad to deal 
with it in the terms suggested. However 
plausible the proposal might be to the 
individual it could not be carried out 
generally. What he proposed was 
work of destruction ; he proposed 


a 
to 
destroy the clause, but he also proposed 
to carry through a work of construction. 
He had put down a clause in the place 
of the one he proposed to omit, and he 
understood that the Government saw no 
reason why it should not be accepted. 
He concluded by moving the omission of 
the clause. 

*THe Marqurss or LANSDOWNE 
said when he introduced the Bill he 
admitted that there was a difficulty as 
to the form in which the clause originally 
stood—that it might act as a deterrent 
and prevent many persons from taking 
advantage of the purchase clauses of the 
Bill. He indicated that in his opinion 
there was no possible way of escaping 
from this difliculty except by transferring 
the loss of income from the shoulders of 
the vendor of the estate to the shoulders 
of the incumbrancers. He added that 
that did not seem to involve any great 
injustice to the latter. It was perfectly 
true that this alternative had not been 
regarded with any favour —| “ Hear, 
hear!”]; and they were not prepared to 
insert in the Bill any provision to bring 
about such a result. He admitted 
that they were face to face with the 
fact that the clause, as it stood, was one 
which was not likely to work, and there- 
fore they were prepared to accept in 
principle the alternative clause which 
the noble Marquess had on the Paper, | 
with liberty to examine it carefully, and, | 
if necessary, amend it before the Bill le ft | 


the House. [Cheers.] 


Sub-sections (1) to (7), inclusive, struck | 
out. 


Marquess of Londonderry. 


{LORDS} 
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moved to substitute the following sub- 
sections :— 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF SUPERIOR INTERESTS. 


(1.) Where any land has been sold under the 
Land Purchase Acts, as amended by this Act, or 
where a lessor or grantor has signified his con- 
sent to the Redemption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 
1891, a land judge may, if he think fit, order 
that the sale of such land, or the sale consequent 
on the lodgment of such consent, as the case 
may be, shall be made discharged trom superior 
interests as defined by this section or from any 
of them, and in every such case the land shall 
be vested accordingly, and such superior inter- 
ests, or the value thereof, shall become a lien 
upon, and to be redeemed or satisfied out of the 
purchase money of such land. 


) The powers of apportionment given to the 
Land Commission by Section ten of the Purchase 
of Land (Ireland) Act, 1885, and Section sixteen 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, shall ex- 
tend to superior interests and be exercised in 
such mannner as shall appear equitable, and 
shall not be limited to an apportionment between 
the land sold and the residue of the land subject 
to the superior interest. 


(3.) The price or compensation to be paid in 
respect of a superior interest, or of any appor- 
tioned part thereof, shall be determined in the 
manner provided by Sub-section (3) of Section 
sixteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, 
for the redemption of annuities, rent charges, 
and rents: Provided that, if a land Judge is of 
opinion that any such superior interest is of no 
appreciable value to the persons entitled thereto, 
the purchase money of the land may be distri- 
buted without regard tosuch superior interest. 


(4.) If a superior interest, or the benefit 
arising thereunder, is settled land within the 
meaning of the Settled Land Acts, 1882 to 1890, 
the person wo constitutes the tenant for life, 
or who has the powers of a tenant for life under 
| those Acts, shall have power to enter into any 
consent in relation to the sale being made dis- 
charged from such superior interest, and to the 
redemption or satisfaction of the same out of 
the purchase money. 


(5.) Where a superior interest is subject to an 
incumbrance as defined by the Land Law (Ire- 
land) Act, 1887, the land Judge shall, for the 
purpose of distribution of the price or compen- 
sation payable in respect of such superior 
| interest, have the same powers as 1f such incum- 

brance had been charged directly upon the land 
sold. 








| (6.) Superior interest shall include any rent, 
|rent charge, annuity, fees, duties, or services 
| payable or to be rendered in respect of the land 
| sold to any person, including Her Majesty and 
Her successors, and any exceptions, reservations, 
| covenants, conditions, or agreements contained 
in any fee-farm grant, or other conveyance in 
fee, or lease under which such land is held, and, 
if such land is held under a lease for lives or 
years renewable for ever, or for a term of years 
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of which not less than sixty are unexpired at 
the date of the sale, shall include any reversion 
or estate expectant on the determination of such 
lease or expiration of such term, and notwith- 
standing that such reversion or estate may be 
vested in Her Majesty and Her successors. 


(7.) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
rights of the public or of any class of the public 
in respect of the land sold, or the rights of any 
person or persons in respect of the waters of any 
stream or watercourse or of any right of way. 


New Sub-sections (1) to (7), inclusive, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 31,— 


FRAMING OF AND DISPENSING WITH 
VESTING ORDER AND REGISTRATION 
OF TITLE ON PURCHASE, 


(1.) The Land Commission shall prepare the 
vesting order, or if they see fit to dispense 
therewith, shall fiat the agreement for the 
purchase of the holding, subject to such con- 
ditions, exceptions, and modifications as they 
think necessary ; andon the advance being paid 
into the High Court, such fiat shall have effect 
as if it were a vesting order made by the Com- 
mission in relation to the holding purchased, and 
the provisions of this Act referring to vesting 
orders shall apply and be constructed 
cordingly. 


ac- 


(2.) The Land Commission shall, immediately 
after the vesting order or fiat, prepare and 
transmit to the registering authority under the 
Local Registration of Title (Ireland) Act, 1891, 
the prescribed particulars as to the holding, in 
order that the title of the purchaser to the 
ownership of the fee simple of the holding may 
be registered pursuant to that Act. 

(3.) Section thirty-four of the said Act (which 
relates to the correction and rectification of the 
register) shall extend to a vesting order or fiat 
as if it were the register. 

(4.) An agreement for purchase, a vesting 
order, or fiat, shall not operate to convert the 
interest of the purchaser into real estate. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN said the clause 
as it stood was of very little use. 
Apparently the solicitor of the seller 
would have very little to do with the 
sale. The experience which they had 
had during the last 10 years of the sales 
of land showed that it was very im- 
portant that the solicitor of the seller 
should safeguard, not only the interest of 
the seller in the land, but the interest of 
those to whom the land was sold. The 
clause, he believed, accentuated the ex- 
isting danger, while it did not move from 
the landlord any of the expense. The 
landlord would still have to pay the 
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Stamp Duties, the printing expenses, 
and the expenses of maps, and the 
solicitor of the seller was the only person 
whose interest it was to look to the 
boundaries and see that they were pro- 
perly marked. It was an absolutely 
technical question, and he asked the 
noble and learned Lord to look into it 
carefully. Unless some change was 
made, they would find very grave dangers 
arising in the future. That was not 
alone his opinion ; it was the opinion of 
experts in sales. [‘ Hear, hear!”| He 
hoped the clause would be amended so as 
to obviate all danger. 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND admitted the necessity of 
dealing with this important matter 
with extreme caution. A great deal 
had been said in regard to delay, but 
on investigation it had been found over 
and over again that the delay was due to 
the fact—without making any charge 
against him—that the solicitor had not 
been so active as he might have been in 
regard to the vesting order. He had no 
doubt that when they transferred to the 
Land Commission the primary duty of 
preparing the vesting order every reason- 
able check would be applied to see that 
the vesting order would stand the test of 
examination. He would look into the 
matter before the Report stage. He 
thought the clause would be found to be 
a workable one, and one which might 
somewhat hasten matters, avoid delay, 
and which would not lead to any real 
risk. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said he was 
obliged to the noble and learned Lord, 
and he hoped that he would really look 
into the matter before Report. He 
wished to call special attention to Sub- 
section 4, which seemed a very harmless 
one, but the effect of which would be 
that in any case where a tenant had 
purchased and become a fee simple owner 
of his holding, the estate would pass as 
personal estate. The result would be 
that at the end of 49 years the fee 
simple owner would be able to divide his 
holding into as many portions as he 
pleased, and this would lead to enormous 
sub-division. This arrangement had 
been found to work very badly on the 
Continent, and in Austria and Germany 
at present they were trying to revert to 





the arrangement which existed now in 
this country. He would ask the noble 
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and learned Lord if possible to excise the 
sub-section. 


Clause as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 32,— 


AS TO REDEMPTION OR APPORTIONMENT 
OF ANNUITIES, RENT-CHARGES, ETC., 
UNDER 50 & 51 vicr., c. 33, ss. 15, 16. 

(1.) For the purpose of the distribution of, 
or other dealing with, an advance paid into the 

High Court under this Act, sections fifteen and 

sixteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, | 

and any other unrepealed enactment in the Land 

Purchase Acts, or this Act, relating to the re- 

demption or apportionment of charges on hold- 

ings, or otherwise to the distribution of the 
purchase money of a holding, shall apply as if 
the High Court were the Land Commission and 
the money paid into that Court were the holding. 





(2.) Where an annuity, rent-charge, or rent, | 
ordered under the said sections to be redeemed 
is subject to any incumbrance as defined by the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, the High Court 
shall have the same power in relation to that 
incumbrance under the said section fifteen as 
that Court would have if the incumbrance were | 
charged upon the land sold. 


{LORDS} 
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have appurtenant thereto and to be subject to, 
as the case may be, any previously existing 
easements, rights, and appurtenances ; and any 
privilege previously in fact enjoyed, whether by 
perinission of the landlord or otherwise, in such 
manner and for such time that, if the holding 
had belonged to a different owner from the rest 
of the estate, it would have been an easement or 
right, shall be an easement or right within the 
meaning of this section, and shall be appurte- 
nant or exerciseable over the holding, as the case 
may be. 


(2.) The vesting order may, if the Land Com- 
missioner think fit, declare that the sale is made 
subject to or free from any particular easement, 
right, or appurtenance, and such declaration 
shall have full effect. 


*THe Eart or BELMORE moved to 


omit the words 


“and any privilege previously in fact enjoyed 
whether by permission of the landlord or other- 
wise, in such manner and for such time that, if 
the holding had belonged to a different owner 
from the rest of the estate, it would have been 
an easement or right shall be an easement or 
right within the meaning of this section, and 
shall be appurtenant to or exerciseable over the 
holding as the case may be.” 


Lorp MACNAGHTEN said he did 


| not understand the words. 


(3.) For the purpose of an agreement respect- | 
ing the redemption price of any annuity, rent- 
charge, or rent apportioned under the said 
section sixteen, the High Court may determine 
the parties by whom the consent may be given 
for the determination of the price by the High 
Court. 


*Lorp ASHBOURNE thought the 
words were entirely reasonable. They did 
not propose that a tenant who had only 
enjoyed these privileges for a short time 
should get the benefit, but that if he had 


/enjoyed the privileges in such manner 


(4.) The said sections as amended by this sec- 
tion shall apply to any continual liability for 
any annuity, rent charge, or rent, in like manner 
as they apply to the annuity, ren charge, or 
rent itself, and where any contingent liability 
has no appreciable value, the money may be dis- 
tributed without regard to such liability. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE) 
said the Amendments to this clause 
which stood in his name were very 
closely connected with the new Clause 30 
that the noble Lord had added to the 
Bill, and he, therefore, proposed to en- 
deavour to incorporate them with the 
new clause, | 

Tue Marquess or LONDONDERRY 
moved to omit Clause 32, because it was 
covered by the new clause which had 
been added. | 


Clause 32 struck out. 


Clause 33,— 


(1.) A holding vested in a purchaser by a 
vesting order under this Act shall continue to | 
| 


Lord Castletown. 


and for a sufliciently long time as, but 
from the common ownership, to make 
them legal he was not to lose the benefit 
of them if a sale was made. 


The Question, “That the words pro- 
posed to be omitted stand part of the 
clause,” having been put, 


Tue Eart or MAYO, seated and with 
his hat on, said that all they wanted was 


a clear explanation. 


The Committee divided :— 


CoNnTENTS... =i 59 
Non-ContTeNtTs ... ... 44 


Division List.—ContTentTs. 


Halsbury, L. (LZ. Chan-| Norfolk, D. (£. Mar- 
cellor.) | shal.) 

Devonshire, D.  (Z.. 
President.) 

Cross, V. 
Seal.) 


‘| Ailesbury, M. 
(Z. Privy Lansdowne, M. 
| Northampton, M. 
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ContENTs—continued. 


Pembroke and Mont-| 


gomery, E. (L. Ste- 
ward, 
Lathom, E. (L. Cham- 


berlain.) 
Carnwath, E. 
Chesterfield, E. 
Clarendon, E. 
Crewe, E. 
Dudley, E. 
Hardwicke, E. 
Morley, E. 
Onslow, E. 
Romney, E. 
Selborne, E. 
Spencer, E. 
Stamford, E. 
Waldegrave, 

LER. | 


E. [Tet- 


Oxenbridge, 


Ampthill, L. 
Armstrong, L. 
Ashbourne, L. 
Balfour, L. 
Belper, L. 
Burton, L. 
Churchill, L. [TELLEr. | 
Colchester, L. 
Crawshaw, L. 
De Freyne, L. 
Delamore, L. 


Emly, L. 

| Glenesk, L. 

| Harris, L. 

Hawkesbury, L. 

Iveagh, L. 

James, L. 

Kenry, L. (2. Dun- 
vaven and Mount- 
Ear.) 

Kensington, L. 

Kinnaird, L. 

Kintore, L. (#. Kin- 
tore.) 

Lawrence, L. 

| Manners of Haddon, 
L. (M. Granby.) 

Monteagle of Brandon, 
i. 

Ranfurly, L. (EZ. 
Ranfurly.) 

Rayleigh, L. 

Rothschild, L. 

Rowton, L. 

Silchester, 

| Longford.) 

| Stanmore, L. 

| Teynham, L. 

| Tollemache, L. 

| 'T'weedmouth. 

| Wandsworth, L. 

| Windsor, L. 

| Zouche, of Haryng- 

worth, L. 





L. (£. 


Not-ConteEnts. 


Abercorn, M. 


Abercorn ) 


(D. 


Bandon, E. 

Belmore, E. 

Caledon, E. 

de Montalt, E. 

Ferrers, E. 

Kilmorey, E. 

Lanesborough, E. 

Lucan, E 

Mayo, E. [Trrtrr.] 

Portarlington, E. 

Rosse, E. 

Winchilsea and Not- 
tingham, FE. 


Templetown, V. 


Annaly, L. 
Ardilaun, L. 


Brodrick, L. (J. 
Midleton.) 

Carew, L. 

Carysfort, L. (£. 
Corysfort.) 

Castletown, L. [Trt- 


LFR. | 


Chaworth, L. 
Meath.) 
Clarina, L. 
Clonbrock, L. 
Crofton, L. 
de Ros, L. 
de Vesci, L. 
Veset.) 
Dunalley, L. 
Dunleath, L. 
Fermanagh, L. 
Erne.) 
Fingall,L. (2. Fingail.) 
Hare, L. (£. Listowel.) 
Kenmure, L. (£. 
Kenmare.) 
| Macnaghten, L. 
Massy, L. 
Monck, L. (J. Monck.) 
Muskerry, L. 
| Plunket, L. 
Raglan, L. 
Rathdonnell, B. 
Rossmore, L. 
Saltersford, L. 
Courtown.) 
Stanley of Alderley, L. 
Sudley, L. (£. Arran.) 
Talbot de Malahide, L. 


(E. 


(1. de 


(E. 


(E. 


Amendment accordingly negatived. 
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, Clause 33,— 


| 
| AS TO EASEMENTS, ETC., WHEN INVESTING 


| ORDER IS MADE. 


(1) A holding vested in a purchaser by a 
| vesting order under thisAct shall continue to have 
appurtenant thereto and to be subject to, as the 
| case may be, any previously existing easements, 
rights, and appurtenances; and any privilege 
previously in fact enjoyed, whether by permission 
of the landlord or otherwise, in such manner 
}and for such time that, if the holding had 
| belonged to a different owner from the rest of 
ew estate, it would have been an easement or 
right, shall be an easement or right within the 
;meaning of this section, and shall be appur- 
| tenant to or exerciseable over the holding, as 
| the case may be. 


| 

| (2) The vesting order may, if the Land Com- 
| mission think fit, declare that the sale is made 
| subject to or free from any particular easement, 
| right, or appurtenance, and such declaration shall 
have full effect. 


*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved to insert at the end of the clause 
the following new sub-section :— 


(3) This section shall extend to any sale made 
by the Land Judge in pursuance of the Landed 
Estates Court (Ireland) Act, 1858, in like manner 
as if it were herein re-enacted with the necessary 
modifications.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. : 


Clause 34,— 


LIABILITY FOR ARREARS OF RENT, AND 
INTEREST ON PURCHASE MONEY AFTER 
AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE. 


(1) Where an agreement for the purchase of 
a holding is made after the commencement of 
this Act, and the Land Commission have 
sanctioned an advance for such purchase such 
sanction shall be signified by an order, and the 
purchaser shall be discharged from all liability 
to the vendor in respect of any liabilities affecting 
the holding at the date of the agreement, 
including all rent and arrears existing at such 
date; but if the advance is refused the agree- 
ment shall be void, and the tenant shall be 
liable to pay rent as if the agreement had not 
been made. 


(2) Interest on the purchase money from the 
date of the said agreement until the day from 
which the purchase-annuity begins, shall be 
payable half-yearly on the first day of May and 
first day of November by the purchaser, and 
shall be paid to, and be collected and recoverable 
by the Land Commission, in like manner as if 
it were an instalment of the purchase annuity 
charged upon the holding, and when received 
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other person as may prove himself to be entitled 
thereto, and if the advance is refused shall be 
allowed by the landlord to the tenant as a pay- 
ment on account of rent. 


*THre Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (1), after the words 
“of this Act, and” to insert the words 


“is lodged with.” 
Amendment agreed to. 


*Tue Mareuress or LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out the following 
words :— 


“have sanctioned an advance for such purchase 


such sanction shall be signified by an order 
and.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


THe Marquess or LONDONDERRY 
moved in Sub-section (1), after the word 
“ purchaser” to insert the words “in 
the event of the sale being carried out.” 


*[ne Marquess of LANSDOWNE 
said that he was informed that the 


Amendment was unnecessary. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*Tne Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved, Sub-section (1), after the words 
“ liable to pay rent,” to insert the words 
“and arrears.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (2), after the words 
“received by them, shall” to insert the 
words :— 


“as respects the period subsequent to the 
date of the advance be applied in payment of 
the interest due under section twenty of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, and subject 
thereto shall ” 


Amendm ‘nt agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 35,— 


ADVANCES FOR 
SUBJECT 


PURCHASE OF HOLDING 
TO A RENT CHARGE, 


Where a sale of 2 holding is made by a land- 
lord to a tenant in consideration of the te nant | 
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of the rent at the date of the agreement or such | a 
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paying a fine and engaging to pay to the vendor 
rent charge, the Land Commission may, if 
satisfied with the security, make an advance 
under the Land Purchase Acts as amended by 
this Act to the tenant for the purposes of such 
purchase of any sum not exceeding the amount 
of the fine payable to the landlord, subject as 
follows :— 


(a) The advance shall not exceed the sale- 
able value of the landlord’s interest in 
the holding after deducting such sum 
as appears to the Land Commission to 
be the capital value of the rent charge. 


= 
~ 


The advance shall not be made where 
the rent charge exceeds half the rent 
which, in the opinion of the Land 
Commission, would be a fair rent for 
the holding. 


| (ec) An ejectment for non-payment of rent 
shall not be brought in respect of the 
rent charge. 

The rent charge shall be reserved in the 
vesting order, but the purchase annuity 


shall have priority over such rent- 
charge. 
(e) The Land Commission may, if satisfied 


with the security, make a further 
advance for the redemption of the 
rent charge in like manner as for the 
purchase of the holding. 

Where a holding is sold under this 
section the powers conferred by the 
Land Purchase Acts and this Act for 
the apportionment of charges shall 
extend to an apportionment of charges 
between the purchase money and the 
rent charge, xnd the provisions of section 
fifteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1887, with respect to the acceptance by 
an incumbrancer of the purchase money 
in part discharge of his incumbrance 
shall apply as if the rent charge were 
other lands within the meaning of 
those provisions. 


Lorp CASTLETOWN moved at the 
end of the clause to insert :— 
“Tn all sales to tenants under this section unless 
otherwise provided in the vesting order, all ease- 
ments, rights of shooting, fishing, and hunting, 
and royalties in or affecting the holding shall be 
deemed to be reserved to the landlord. ” 


The object of the clause was to permit 
‘the landowner to sell half the rent to the 
tenants and to retain a fee farm rent so 
to speak, and certain privileges. His 
Amendment was intended to safeguard 
the sporting rights over an estate in the 
|case of the property being in the hands 
|of a limited owner or where it was held 
|by a minor or alunatic. Unless the 
| Amendment were adopted the heir in 
coming into possession might find himself 
in the position of a mere rent charger 
and that all his sporting rights had been 





69 Land Law {7 Aveust 1896} (Ireland) Bill. 70 


done away with. Hedid not think that, part with his sporting rights. He 
that was the intention of the Government, | thought they should adhere to the usual 
and therefore he hoped that the noble} custom which was that when a property 
Marquess would accept his Amendment. | was sold all its rights went with it 
Viscount TEMPLETOWN saidthat|) Lorp CASTLETOWN said he de- 
he should support the Amendment which | sired to meet the cases of people who 
he thought would greatly improve the Bill. | were either careless of the interest of 
He could not see why these sporting | the middleman, or—like minors or luna- 
rights should not under certain conditions | tics, unable to protect them. It should 
be saved to the landowner. In Ireland | be remembered that under the clause the 
sporting rights formed a very important | whole state would not be sold, only half 
part of the privileges of a landowner and | the rent would be sold, and unless his 
they were also of value to the community. | Amendment were adopted the remainder- 
A large income was often derived from! man might be deprived of many ameni- 
letting these sporting rights. | ties of the state which he would like to 











*The Marquess or LANSDOWNE) 
said that it was the desire of the Govern- | 
ment that this clause should be a success. | 
He regarded it as one of the most im- | 
portant clauses in the Bill, and as offering | 
a very hopeful solution of the purchase | 
question. Owners would often be will-| 
ing to sell to their tenants upon easy | 
terms, provided a certain number of | 
the attributes of ownership were reserved 
to them, and among those attributes the 
rights of sporting deserved an important | 
place. The point had been provided for | 
in Clause 30, but as that clause had been | 
struck out, he would see that the object | 
of the noble Lord was carried into effect. | 
But if the noble Lord’s Amendment were | 
accepted as it stood, the tenant might | 
not know what he was purchasing, and | 
therefore he thought that it would be | 
better that the sporting rights or other | 
rights which the landlord might desire 
to retain should he reserved by the 
contract of sale. [(‘ Hear, hear!”. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said that he 
could scarcely think that it was a very | 
wise proceeding to leave it open for their | 
rights to be disposed of in the case of | 
minors and lunatics. | 

Viscount pE VESCI said that he! 
hoped the noble Marquess would accept | 
the Amendment. 

Tue Earn or PORTSMOUTH | 
said that in England there was a system | 
of free warren, namely that people who | 
were neither the owners nor the tenants | 
had the power of exercising sporting 
rights over lands. He thought that in 
Treland the precaution should be taken 
of preventing thetenant from transferring 
the sporting rights to some one else. 

Tue Eart or DUNRAVEN could 
not see the necessity for the Amendment. 
Under it the vendor could if he wished 





preserve. 

THe CHANCELLOR or_ THE 
DUCHY or LANCASTER (Lorp 
James of Herirorp) said thac the 
Amendment would make the law in 
Ireland very different from the law in 
England. If a property were sold in 
England and no reservation was made 
of the sporting rights those rights would 
pass to the occupier. But the Amend- 
ment proposed that if the stipulation did 
not convey those rights they should not 
pass but should remain with the land- 
lord. It was said that the object of the 
Amendment was to protect careless land- 
lords. But surely all sales of this kind 
were taken under competent advice. 

Viscount DE VESCI said that in 
many things the law in Ireland was 
different from the Jaw in England. 
Many of the vendors would continue to 
live in Ireland and would therefore de- 
sire to retain the sporting rights. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR oF 
IRELAND said that vendors had full 
power to do that under the clause. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said he would 
not press the Amendment though he 
was still of opinion that it was a most 
reasonable one. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 36,— 


TERMS OF REDEMPTION OF TITHE RENT- 


CHARGE IN CASE OF SALE. 

(1.) Where the Land Commission, in pursu- 
ance of Section fifteen of the Land Law (Ireland) 
Act, 1887, order the redemption of tithe rent- 
charge at a price not less than twenty times the 
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net amount of such tithe-rent charge, after 
making such deduction in respect of rates as is 
provided by Section seven of the Irish Church 
Act, 1869, Amendment Act, 1872, the consent 
of the Treasury shall not be required to such 
redemption. 


(2.) The foregoing enactment shall not apply 
to any annual sum payable to the Land Com- 
mission under Section thirty-two of the Irish 
Church Act, 1869, as amended by any other Act, 
but the Land Commission may order the 
redemption of such tithe-rent charge at a sum 
calculated on the basis of the annual sum being 
for a term of forty-five instead of fifty-two 
years. 


Clauseordered to stand part of the Bill. 
Clause 37,— 


SALE OF HOLDING BY LAND COMMISSION. 


(1.) The Land Commission upon the sale of a 
holding under Section thirty of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881, or under any power of sale, 
may sell the holding in lots. 


(2.) Section fifteen of the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1885, as Amended by this Act, 
shall extend to a sale of a holding by the Land 
Commission, as successors to the Commissioners 
of Church Temporalities in Ireland. 

(3.) Where a holding is subject to the future 
payment of an annuity, and the Land Commis- 
sion sell it in lots, or in the exercise of their 
powers under the Land Purchase Acts authorise 
thesub-division of the holding, the Land Com- 
mission may apportion the annuity in such 
manner as they deem expedient, or may, if they 
think fit, make an order discharging any such 
portion of the holding as aforesaid from any 
further liability for such annuity, or any part 
thereof, or any arrears thereof. 

(4.) Where the Land Commission sell a hold- 
ing, the purchase money shall be paid and 
distributed as if it were the purchase money of 
a holding sold by a landlord to a tenant. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (4) after the word 
“shall ’ to insert the words “ subject to 
the provisions of Section thirty of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 


part of the Bill. 
Clause 38,— 


AMENDMENT OF 54 & 55 
(2) (6) As TO MONEY 
COTTAGES. 

The power conferred on the Lord Lieutenant 
by Sub-section two of Section five of the Pur- 
chase of Land (Ireland Act, 1891, to make regu- 
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lations for the application of the moneys therein 
mentioned towards the cost of providing 
labourers’ cottages is hereby extended to include 
a power to make regulations for the application 
of those moneys towards defraying any costs 
incurred at any time after the passing of the 
said Act of 1891 in providing such cottages. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 39,— 


SALES UNDER THE LANDED ESTATES 


COURT ACT. 


(1.) Where an absolute order for the sale of 
an estate comprising holdings to which this 
section applies, has been made under the Landed 
Estates Court (Ireland) Act, 1858, and either a 
receiver has been appointed over the estate or 
the estate is so circumstanced that it would in- 
dependently of this Act be sold without the 
consent of the owner as to price, the following 
provisions shall have effect :— 


(a) The Land Commission sh<ll, at the 
request of the Land Judge, cause the 
estate to be inspected, and a report to 
be made by two Commissioners respect- 
ing the estate, and the circumstances 
thereof, and the price at, and the con- 
ditions under which, the sale of the 
holdings to the tenants under the Land 
Purchase Acts can properly be made. 


(4) The Land Judge, after giving all parties, 
including the tenants, an opportunity 
of being heard, and considering the 
report and any offers that may be 
made for the purchase of the estate or 
any part thereof, and any other matters 
that may be brought before him, and 
the general circumstances of the estate, 
shall make to the person appearing to 
be in occupation as tenant of each 
holding on the estate, an offer to sell 
to him the fee-simple of the holding, 
and the arrears of rent then due from 
him in respect thereof, at such price, 
and subject to such conditions, whether 
as to the payment of part of the price 
in cash, or as to the offer to one tenant 
being conditional on the acceptance by 
other tenants of the offers made to 
them within a limited time, or other- 
wise, as the Land Judge may consider 
reasonable and just, having regard to 
the interest of all persons interested 
in the estate, 


(c.) The offer shall be communicated in such 
manner as the Land Commission think 
fit, to the person appearing to be in 
occupation as tenant, and if it is 
accepted, then on fulfilment of the con- 
ditions the said person shall be deemed 
to have agreed to purchase the holding 
within the meaning of the Land Pur- 

chase Acts, and the sale shall be com- 

pleted accordingly. 
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(d.) Ifit appears to the Land Judge that 
the tenants of holdings on the estate 
to the extent of not less than three- 
fourths in number and value according 
to the rateable value under the Irish 
Valuation Acts, have accepted the 
offers under this section, he may, if 
having regard to the circumstances of 
the case he thinks it expedient, order 
that the remaining tenants or any of 
them shall be deemed to have accepted 
the offers made to them, and this sec- 
tion and the Land Purchase Acts shall 
apply accordingly ; provided that such 
order shall not apply to any tenant if 
the purchase-money of his holding 
would exceed the limitation on the 
amount of the advance imposed by 
Section two of the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1888, and 
the holding of such tenant shall not be 
taken into consideration in estimating 
the three-fourths above mentioned. 
(e.) Subject to the prescribed rules any per- 
son aggrieved by any order of the Land 
Judge made under this section, may 
apply to the Court of Appeal to re-hear 
the matter, and the matter shall be re- 
heard accordingly. * 
Where a receiver has been appointed 
over part of an estate this section shall 
apply to that part in like manner as if 
it were an estate. 
The foregoing provisions of this section 
shall apply only to holdings which are 
agricultural or pastoral, or partly agri- 
cultural and partly pastoral. 


(2.) Any person in occupation of and paying 
rent for a parcel of land (including the owner 
of an estate in occupation of a mansion house or 
demesne forming part of the estate) held under 
a letting by the Land Judge or Receiver Judge, 
may agree to purchase such parcel of land, and 
the same shall be deemed a holding and such 
person a tenant, and the Land Judge or Receiver 
Judge, as the case may be, a landlord within 
the meaning of the Land Purchase Acts. 


(3.) At any time after an absolute Order for 
the sale of an estate or part of an estate has been 
made in pursuance of the Landed Estates Court 
(Ireland) Act, 1858, the foregoing provisions of 
this section so far as they are applicable, may 
upon the application of the owner be applied to 
such estate, although a receiver has not been 
appointed over the estate, and the estate 
is not so circumstanced that it would, in- 
dependently of this Act, be sold without the 
consent of the owner as to price; provided 
that no advance shall be made to the owner to 
purchase any mansion house or demesne form- 
ing part of the estate. 


(4.) Rules under Part Two of this Act may 
be made for carrying into effect this section. 


*Tue Eart or ERNE said that in this 
clause the interests of landlords were 
hardly at all involved, for it only applied 
to estates which had absolutely passed 
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out of the hands of the landlords. But 
he objected to the clause in the interest 
of a large number of second mort- 
gagees—or puisne mortgagees, as they 
were called—such as_ shopkeepers, 
banks, and assurance companies—who 
derived incomes from charges on land in 
connection with estates in the Landed 
Estates Court, and the forced sales of 
those estates would place them at the 
mercy of the first mortgagees. He also 
objected to the clause on the ground 
that it would prevent the investment of 
money in Ireland. The return of a large 
Unionist majority at the last General 
Election had given rise to the hope, 
which unfortunately had proved to be 
baseless, that for five or six years at all 
events there would be a close time for 
landlords, mortgagees, and others who 
had the misfortune of being connected 
with land in Ireland, and in conse- 
quence a large amount of money was 
lent, on the security of Irish estates, 
either for the purpose of redeeming old 
charges or creating new ones. But, if 
the idea was once formed that money 
lent on the security of Irish land could 
be dealt with in the manner proposed by 
the clause, the flow of capital, which was 
badly wanted in Ireland, would be 
stopped. The clause would also inter- 
fere with purchase. Estates in the 
Landed Estates Court were badly cir- 
cumstanced, and were tenanted by a 
poor class of agriculturists, and when 
tenants on the neighbouring well-to-do 
estates saw the properties in the Court 
going for 12 or 15 years’ purchase 
they would be unwilling to offer any 
more for their own farms. Again, 
the clause contained the principle of 
compulsion, to which the minority of 
tenants proposed to be dealt with com- 
pulsorily under the clause might object, 
and with disastrous consequences. He 
submitted that the disadvantages of the 
clause outweighed the advantages, and 
therefore he moved his Amendment to 
omit Sub-section 1. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN said that, 
although many of his Friends were 
alarmed at the clause, he thought it a 
valuable provision. It was not a good 
thing that an enormous number of 
estates should be in the hands of the 
Court for an almost indefinite time. 
Everything depended on the discretion 
of the Land Judge for the time being, 
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and as it was a matter of discretion with) purchase of estates all over Ireland. 
him, unless they provided for it, there| Under the clause the Judge could not 
would be no power of having a rehearing | proceed except in cases where the Judge 


or appeal on any question. No doubt 
the Judge might be depended upon to 
exercise his discretion wisely. But they 
did not know who the Land Judge 
might be a few years hence. He pro- 
posed to give the right of rehearing to 
any person aggrieved by the order of the 
Land Judge to the Court of Appeal. 
No court in Great Britain stood higher 


in public estimation than the Court of | 


Appeal in Ireland. Everyone had confi- 
dence in it, and if the right of rehearing 
before it were given every one would be 
satisfied. He proposed to insert as a 
new sub-section :— 


“Subject to the prescribed rules, any person 
aggrieved by any order of the Land Judge 
made under this section may apply to the Court 
of Appeal to rehear the matter, and the matter 
shall be reheard accordingly.” 


There would be great advantage in this 
right of rehearing. It was a tremendous 
responsibiltiy to place on the shoulders 
of one individual that he should decide, 
without anyone being able to correct 
him, if wrong, whether such an enormous 
area of property as was at present in the 


Land Court should be sold and at what | 
price. Surely the Judge would exercise | 
his discretion with greater confidence if | 


he knew that anyone aggrieved would 
have the right of rehearing. 
*Eart SPENCER said he had a strong 


desire to see the clause, even if modified, | 


pass. He entirely agreed as to the de- 
sirability of getting this enormous rental 
out of the hands of the receivers of the 
Landed Estates Court. He believed there 
was at the present moment as near as 
possible the same amount of rental under 


the receivers of the Landed Estates | 


Court as there was in 1848 under the 
receivers of the Court of Chancery. The 


Enecumbered Estates Court was intro- | 


duced to get rid of that difficulty, and 
it seemed as great now as then. It was 
an exceedingly bad thing for the whole 
country that an enormous number 
of tenants of land of such great value 
should be under the influence of what 


was called ‘‘ the dead hand ’’ for it really | 


came to that. There was the germ of 


compulsion in the clause, but it was | 


different from the compulsion that would 
exist if compulsion were applied to the 


Lord Macnaghten. 


| had absolute power to make a sale now. 
There might be cases where hardship 
might exist, where owners were looking 
| forward to the receipt of money to enable 
them to pay off their debts. But there 
must be few of them. Mortgagees would 
not suffer seriously. Their interests 
would come before the Judge as well as 
\the interests of others concerned. He 
trusted that the Government would be 
able to carry this clause, for he believed 
it would do immense good in Ireland, 
and get rid of what was becoming a 
serious scandal—the enormous number 
of estates under the management of 
receivers. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the clause had been objected to 
mainly on the ground that its result 
would be to bring about forced sales at 
‘unduly low prices, and this was de- 
scribed as detrimental to the interests of 
incumbrancers, and particularly those 
of puisne mortgagees. He did not know 
jon what ground the apprehension that 
the Land Judge would sanction sales of 
that description rested. He had been 
reading an interesting memorandum 
published by the Executive Committee 
of the Irish Landowners’ Convention on 
| the subject of the Land Judge’s Court in 
| Ireland, and he found in it the following 
| expressions :— 





“Tt has been sometimes demanded that the 
| Land Judges’ Court should depart from the 
| practice which has been followed for many 
years, and when petitions are filed for the sale 
|the estate should in due course be sold for 
| whatever might be offered for it, whether the 
| price offered seemed fair or not. Recent in- 
| quiries have satistied us that no such practice or 
| policy was ever adopted in the Incumbered 
Estates Court. On the contrary, the Commis- 
| sioners appear to have always shown scrupulous 
|regard to the wishes of the incumbrancers. 
Some estates were certainly sold at low prices, 
| but this was at the instance of incumbrancers 
and not in pursuance of any such policy on the 
part of the Court.” 


| They mentioned the case of— 


“the able and distinguished Judge who pre- 
sided over the Court, and recognised that in most 
case the mortgagees abstained from pressing 
their sales at low prices, and the Judge some- 
times exercised his authority to prevent an 
estate being sacrificed when the individual in- 
cumbrancer appeared inclined to force a sale 
regardless of the interest of the chargers ” 
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Why should it be supposed that the 
action of the Court would be so entirely 
different from what it had been in past 
years? The Judge had up to the pre- 
sent time exercised his authority in order 
to prevent estates being sacrificed. Why 
should they suppose that in future he 
would avail himself of that authority in 
order to promote the sacrifice of estates ' 
He found nothing in this clause to sug- 
gest that anything of the kind was in- 
tended. On the contrary, in every line 
of it there appeared plain indications 
that it was the intention of the 
framers of the clause to guard against 
sales at ruinously low prices. 
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that there might be an appeal to the 
Land Judge himself to re-hear the matter, 
who might, if he thought fit, so re-hear 
it, he was not able to consent to the 
proposal that in all these cases there 
should be an unrestricted appeal to the 
Court of Appeal. 

*Tur Eart or BELMORE mentioned 
that there had been some sales by a 
Land Judge which had given rise toa 
considerable amount of alarm, and that 
was why he should support Lord Mac- 
naghten’s Amendment. 

Tue Eart or ERNE withdrew his 


| Amendment in order that that of Lord 


The Land 


Judge was expressly directed to give all | 


parties an opportunity of being heard. 
He had to consider the Report made _ to 


Macnaughten might be submitted. 
Lord MACNAGHTEN _ intimated 


| that he should press his Amendment to 


him by the Land Commission and any | 


other offers that might be made by per- 
sons contemplating the purchase of the 
property ; and he had also to consider 
any other matters |rought before him, 


| 


together with the general circumstances 


of the estate. It seemed to him highly 
improbable, under these circumstances, 


that the Judge would exercise his dis- | 


cretion in a manner unfair to the persons 
interested in these estates. 
seemed to him, it there was one, to be 
not a great danver. {‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
Upon the other hand, it was highly de- 


The danger | 


sirable on public grounds that these | 


estates should not be allowed to remain 
for an indefinite time in the hands of the 
Landed Estates Court. Estates repre- 
senting a rental of about 
were at the present time in the manage- 


£600, 000 | 


ment of that Court, and he thought the | 
time had come when they should attempt | 
to put an end to the state of things by | 


facilitating sales on fair and reasonable 
terms to the tenants in occupation of 
these properties. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 
The Government desired to take every 
possible precaution in order to guard 
against sales which could be possibly 
regarded as unfair. Lord Macnaghten 
had put into his hands an Amendment 
in the form of a new sub-section provid- 
ing that any person aggrieved by any 
Order of the Land Judge made under 
this section might apply to the Court of 
Appeal to re-hear the matter, which 
should be re-heard accordingly. That 
seemed to the Government a serious 
matter, and although he should have 
been disposed to agree to a suggestion 


a Division. He thought it was a most 
important thing fora Judge who was 
exercising this discretion to know that 
he was not himself the ultimate Court. 
He accordingly moved to insert the 
following new sub-section :— 


(e.) Subject to the prescribed rules, any person 
aggricved by any Order of the Land Judge made 
under this section, may apply to the Court of 
Appeal to re-hear the matter, and the matter 
shall be re-heard accordingly.” 


Tus LORD CHANCELLOK or IRE- 
LAND did not think the proposal of his 
noble and learned Friend would be a 
practicable proposal. If their Lordships 
would read the entire section they would 
see that it dealt with a question largely 
of administration and discretion. To 
have an appeal on such matters would 
break down the clause and render it 
unworkable. There would be appeals 
in cases where parties might desire to tie 
up the administration of the section, 
and this would lead to inconvenience 
and delay, which they were anxious to 
avoid. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] They were 
not legal questions or difliculties which 
would come into dispute, but topics of 
administration and discretion which 
were entirely foreign to the questions 
that came before the Court of Appeal. 
The appeals that came before that Court 
concerned questions of law, but the 
matters that would come before the 
Land Judge were not questions of law. 
They were questions of intelligence, of 
sense, and of administrative 
capacity. He hoped, under these cir- 
cumstances, the Amendment would not 


good 


be pressed. 
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Lorp 
tainly pressed the Amendment, which, he 
considered, would make the clause more 
workable, remove a blot from it, and 
enable the Judge to act with much 
greater freedom. What the Land Judge 
would have to decide on the papers and 
the report before him was whether, 
having regard to the interests: of all 
parties, the sale ought to be made upon 
the terms imposed, and that was a ques- 
tion of law. 

Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD could 


not help asking his noble and learned. 


Friend to consider whether he knew of 
any instance where a learned Judge had 
confided to him discretionary powers 
under which he had to administer estates, 
as in the Court of Chancery, in which there 
ever was any appeal. Surely it was not 
a matter of Jaw, and it was contrary to 
precedent that where a Judge had dis- 


cretionary powers to do the best he could | 


for all parties there should be an appeal 
to review his action. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN: I. know 
of no case where such a tremendous re- 
sponsibility and such tremendous dis- 
cretion is vested in one individual. I 
think it is an exceptional case, and it 
requires an exceptional provision to meet 
it. [‘* Hear, hear !’’ | 


The House divided on the question 
that the sub-section be here inserted :— 
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ContrTENTS 
Not-ContENtTS 


Division List.—Convents. 


Abercorn, M. (J. Aber-| Annaly, L. 
corn.) Ardilaun, L. 

Annesley, E. Brodrick, L. 

Bandon, FE. (Vo Midl’ton.) 


Belmore, E. 


Caledon, E. 


Carew, L. 
Carysfort, L. (2. Carys- 





Camperdown, E. Sort.) 

de Montalt, E. Castletown, L. 
Ferrers, E. (Teier. ] 
Huntingdon, E. Chaworth, L.  (£. 
Kilmorey, E. Meath.) 


Lanesborough, E. |Clarina, L. 
Mayo, KE. [Trtuer.]}| Clonbrock, L. 
Portarlingten, E. |Cloneurry, I. 
Rosse, E. r Jole chester, L. 
Vane, FE. | Crofton, :. 
(MW. Londonderry.) | De Freyne, L. 
Verulam, E. \de Ros, L. 
Winchilsea and ide Vesci, L. 
Nottingham, E. | Vesci.) 


| Deramore, L. 
Dunalley, L. 


Templetown, V. 
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|for dealing with these villages ? 
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| Raglan, L. 
(Z.| Rathdonnell, L. 
Rathmore, L. 
F Seti L. (£. Fingail.) | Rossmore, L. 
Hare, L. (F. Listowel.) | Saltersford, L. 
Inchiquin, L. (EB. Courtown.) 
Kilmaine, L. Sherborne, L. 
Leconfield, L. Silchester, L. (Z. Long- 
Macnaghten, L. ford.) 
Massy, L. Stanley of Alderley, L. 
Minster, L. Sudley, L. (EZ. Arran.) 
(M. Conynyham.) ‘Talbot de Malahide, L. 
Monck, L. (V. Monck ) Tollemache, L. 
Muskerry, L. Ventry, L. 
Ormonde, L. Wemyss, L. 
(IM. Ormonde.) (BE. Wemyss.) 


|F ermans ach, L. 


Nov-ConvreEnts. 
Ampthill L., 
Ashbourne, L 
Balfour, L. 
Belper, L. 
(LZ. Privy Churchill, L [TEvier. } 
Crawshaw, L. 
Emly, L. 
Glenesk, L. 
Harris, L. 
Iveagh, L. 


James, L. 


Halsbury, L. 
(S Chancellor.) 
Devonshire, D. 
(L. President.) 
Cross, V. 
Seal.) 
Norfolk, D. 
(Z. Marshal.) 


Ailesbury, M. 
M. 


Salisbury, M Kenry, L. (£. Dun- 
raven and Mount- 
Pembroke and Mont-| ari.) 


gomery, K. 
Lathom, E. 

(L. Chamberlain.) 
Carnwath, FE. 
Clarendon, E. 
Crewe, E. 
Dudley, E. 
Hardwicke, E. 
Onslow, FE. 
Romney, E. 
Selborne, F, 
Spencer, E. 
Stamford, EF. 
Waldegrave, KE. 

(TELLER. | 


| Kensington, L. 

Kinnaird, L. 

Kintore, L. (Z.Aintore.) 

Lawrence, L. 

Manners of Haddon, L. 
(M. Granby.) 

Monteagle of Brandon, 


L. 
Ranfurly, L. 

Surly.) 
Rowton, L. 
Stanmore, L. 
Teynham, L. 
Tweedmouth, L. 
Windsor, L. 
Zouche of Harynworth, 
Oxenbridge, V. L. 


(E. Ran- 


Lorp MONTEAGLE asked the noble 
Marquess whether Paragraph (b) of Sub- 
section (1) was intended to exclude the 
villages on the property sold in this way 4 
It appeared to him rather hard that, 
where they were forcing a man to sell his 
property, they should exclude the villages 
altogether. He did not know whose 
property they would be. They might 
be in the hands, perhaps, of some bank- 
rupt owner, or a receiver of a court 100 
miles away, and there would be no one 
to look after them. He thought a very 
deplorable state of things might arise, 
and he would ask the Government whe- 
ther some means might not be devised 
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*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said he was afraid he must confine the| 
operation of the clause to lands coming 
within the description of Paragraph (6). | 
If they were to extend it to towns they, 
would be introducing altogether a new | 
element. | 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand | 
part of the Bill. 
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which the land is purchased, and the amount of 
the purchase money, shall subject as in this 
section mentioned advance, the purchase money 
to the Board in like manner as if the Board 
were a tenant purchasing his holding under the 
Land Purchase Acts as amended by this Act. 


(2.) The advance shall not be made, if it 
exceeds, or together with any previous advance 
on account of the county for the benefit of 
which the land is purchased not repaid or 


| written off will exceed, twenty-five times the 


|share of the county in the interest on the 


Clause 40,— 


church surplus grant (referred to in Section 


| thirty-five of the Purchase of Land (Ireland) 


| Act, 1891), after deducting from that share any 


APPEALS UNDER LAND PURCHASE ACT. 


Any person aggrieved by the order of a Land 
Commissioner acting alone in carrying the Land 
Purchase Acts as amended by this Act into! 
effect, may, if such Commissioner was not a| 
Judicial Commissioner and the question is one 
of law, require the case to be reheard by a 
Judicial Commissioner, and in any other case | 
may require the question to be reconsidered by a | 


| prior charges, whether under this section or 


otherwise, including such proportion of con- 
tingent charges under Part Two of the Purchase 
of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, as the Treasury 
may fix. 


(3) The advance shall be repaid by the Board 
by an annuity of the same amount, and involving 
the same interest and sum for repayment of 
capital as if it were an annuity payable by a 





Judicial Commissioner and two other Commis- | tenant purchasing his holding, and the amount 
sioners, one of whom shall be a Commissioner | of such annuity shall be deducted by the Land 
appointed under the Purchase of Land (Ireland) | Commission from the interest on the church 





Act, 1885, except where, owing to unavoidable | 
absence, illness, or a vacancy in office, such a| 
Commissioner is not available; provided that if | 


the Judicial Commissioner thinks it desirable | 
the case shall be re-heard by those three Com- | 


missioners. 


Clause ordered to stand part of th 


Bill. 


Clause 41,— 

} 

POWERS OF MORTGAGEE. | 
A mortgagee with power of sale shall for all | 

the purposes of the Land Purchase Acts be 

deemed to be a landlord. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved after the word “mortgagee” to 
insert the words “in possession.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
o 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 


part of the Bill. 
Part IV. 
Clause 42,— 


CONGESTED DISTRICTS BOARD.—PURCHASE 
AND SALE BY CONGESTED DISTRICTS 
BOARD UNDER THE LAND PURCHASE 
ACTS. 

(1.) Where the Congested Districts Board have 
agreed to purchase land, whether in a congested 
districts county or elsewhere, the Land Commis- 
sion, on a request from the Board stating the 
congested districts county for the benefit of 





! 


e| them on account of the 


surplus grant. 


(4) Where the Land Commission make an 
advance to a tenant for the purchase of his 
holding from the Congested Districts Board, the 
amount of the advance shall be written off the 
debt due from the Board for advances made to 
congested districts 
county for the benefit of which the Board 
purchased the land, in such manner as may be 
arranged between the Land Commission and 
the Board, and shall be treated as the redemption 
of a proportionate part of the annuities payable 
by the Board to the Land Commission. 


(5) Where land is purchased by the Congested 
Districts Board for the benefit of more than one 
congested districts county, the Board shall state 
in their request to the Land Commission the 
proportion of the purchase money which is to 
be treated as being advanced for the benefit of 
each county. 

(6) The Land Commission shall not make any 
advance in respect of any purchase by a tenant 
from the Board of a small holding, as defined in 
the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891. 

(7) The Congested Districts Board shall not 
buy any land held under a lease for a term of 
years of which less than sixty are unexpired at 
the time of the sale, unless they hold or buy the 
reversion expectant upon the determination of 
such lease. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 43,— 


SALES BY CONGESTED DISTRICTS BOARD OF 
SMALL HOLDINGS OTHERWISE THAN UNDER 
LAND PURCHASE ACTS. 


(1) The Congested Districts Board may sell 
land to a tenant of a small holding for the price 
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agreed upon, and credit the purchaser with the 
whole or any part of the purchase money, and 
such purchase money shall be secured to the | 
satisfaction of the Board, and be payable by such | 
annuity, payable half-yearly, and calculated at | 
such rate of interest as may be agreed on. | 





(2) For carrying such sale into effect the | 
Trustees of the Congested Districts Board may | 
convey the land to the purchaser charged with | 
the said annuity; but the conveyance shall not | 
operate to convert the interest of the purchaser | 
in the holding into real estate. 

(3) The particulars of any such conveyance | 
may be communicated to the Land Commission, | 
and thereafter they shall issue half-yearly | 
applications for payment of the half-yearly 
instalments of the annuity charged on the hold- 
ing, and shall credit or pay to the Congested 
Districts Board all sums received by the Com- 
mission in respect thereof, and shall furnish to 
the Board particulars of all instalments for | 
which they issue applications under this section, 
showing which have and which have not been | 


paid, 


| 
(4.) The Trustees of the Congested Districts | 
Board shall have for the recovery of any such | 
instalments unpaid the same remedies as the | 
Land Commission have for the recovery of un- 
paid instalments of an annuity under the Land | 
Purchase Acts. 
| 
(5.) Holdings purchased under this section, | 
while subject to any annuity for the payment | 
of purchase money, shall not be subject to the 
provisions of the Local Registration of Title | 
(Ireland) Act, 1891, but shall be subject to all | 
the provisions of the Land Purchase Acts re- | 
specting a holding subject to an annuity under 
those Acts; and the power under those provi- | 
sions to require a holding to be sold when sub- | 
divided by reason of the death of the proprietor | 
may be exercised within twelve months after 
the subdivision becomes known to the Congested | 
Districts Board, notwithstanding that it is more 
than twelve months after the death. 


(6.) Whenever, upon the amalgamation of | 
small holdings, part of the amalgamated holding | 
is subject to an annuity under this section, and | 
the amalgamated holding is not a small holding, | 
the Congested Districts Board may agree with | 
the occupier of such amalgamated holding for | 
the purchase by him of that holding under the | 
Land Purchase Acts, and the Land Commission | 
may sanction the agreement and make an 
advance as if such occupier was in occupation 
of the whole of such holding under a contract of 
tenancy. 


(7.) On such last-mentioned advance being 
made by the Land Commission, the balance of 
the principal of the purchase money payable by 
the annuity under this section shall be treated 
as repaid to the Board out of the advance, and 
the purchaser and the holding shall be dis- | 
charged from all liability in respect of the said 
annuity. 


{LORDS} 
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Clause 44,— 


&4 


RULES FOR PART ACT. 

Rules for carrying into effect this Part of this 
Act may be made by the Lord Lieutenant after 
communication with the Land Commission and 
the Congested Districts Board. 


OF 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 


Bill. 
Part V. 
Clause 45,— 


EVICTED TENANTS—RE-ENACTMENT WITH 

MODIFICATIONS OF 54 & 55 vicr. c. 48 

s. 13. 

Section thirteen of the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1891, is hereby re-enacted, and 
shall have effect with the modification follow- 
ing: Twelve months of the commencement of 
this Act shall be substituted for six months of 
the passing of this Act. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
Clause 46,— 


APPLICATION OF LAND COMMISSION 
REINSTATEMENT OF TENANT 
PURCHASE OF HOLDING, 


FOR 
FOR 


(1.) Where the tenancy of a holding has been 
determined at any time after the first day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
nine, the landlord or the former tenant of the 
holding, or both joitly may, within twelve 
months of the commencement of this Act, apply 
in the prescribed manner to the Land Commis- 
sion to act as mediators with a view to the 


| reinstatement of the tenant in the holding or 


with a view to the purchase of the holding by 
the tenant. 


(2.) Upon any such joint application with a 
view to reinstatement, the Land Commission 
may declare the terms and conditions as to 
rent, and the payment of arrears or otherwise 
upon which they consider it would be reasonable 
that the former tenant should be reinstated in 
the holding, and upon the parties consenting 
within the prescribed time and in the prescribed 
manner, may make an order reinstating the 


| : . . 
| tenant in his holding upon the said terms and 
| conditions. 


(3.) Upon any such joint application with a 
view to the sale of the holding, the Land Com- 
mission may declare the amount of the advance 
which they are prepared to sanction, and the 


| conditions (if any) to be fulfilled previously to 


the making of such advance, and upon the 


| parties consenting within the prescribed time 


and in the prescribed manner, may order an 


| advance, subject to the said conditions in like 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 





manner as if an agreement had been made 


| under Section thirteen of the Purchase of Land 


(Ireland) Act, 1891 4s re-enacted by this Act. 
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(4.) Upon such application, whether for re- 
instatement or for a sale being made by either 
the landlord or the former tenant of the holding, 
the Land Commission may, if they think fit 
after making such inquiry as they think advis- 
able, serve in the prescribed manner upon the 
party not having made the application, a notice 
calling on him to state whether he consents to the 
application being treated asa joint application, 
and if the party so served does not within the 
prescribed time after such service object, a joint 
application within the meaning of the section 
shall be deemed to have been made for reinstate- 
ment or for a sale, as the case may be, and the 
Land Commission may thereupon proceed under 
this section accordingly. 


(5.) Every order under this Section shall be 
binding upon all persons, and be final and 
conclusive. 


(6.) An order under this section shall not be 
made in the case of a holding which, on the first 
day of January one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-six, was in the occupation of a tenant. 


(7.) For the purposes of this section, the ex- 
pression “former tenant” shall include the 
personal representative of the former tenant. 


Tue Earn or ARRAN moved to 
omit the following words from Sub- 
section (4)— 


“and if the party so served does not within the 
prescribed time after such service object, a joint 
application within the meaning of the section 
shall be deemed to have been nade for reinstate- 
ment or for a sale, as the case may be, and the 
Land Commission may thereupon proceed under 
this section accordingly,” 


and to insert instead thereof the follow- 
ing words :— 


(a) If he consents within the prescribed time 
the Land Commission may proceed under this 
Section in like manner as if the application was 
a joint application, but 


(0) If he does not so consent no further pro- | 


ceedings shall be taken. 


His object, his Lordship said, was simply 
to restore the clause to the form in which 
it stood when the Bill was originally 
introduced. Under the clause as at pre- 
sent worded every tenant who had been 
evicted since 1879 would doubtless be 
advised by his lawyer to serve his notice 
on the landlord to be reinstated. As 
the Bill originally stood it made the 
positive consent of the landlord necessary, 
whereas now the consent was to be 
deemed to exist. He did not see what 
damage there would be to the tenant if 
he was obliged to have a consent in 
writing. It was not prescribed, either, 
that notice should be given to the land- 


{7 Aveust 1896} 
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lord’s agent when he was the person 
whose consent was to be asked. 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the clause was originally introduced 
in another place in the shape in which 
his noble Friend wished now to put it, 
but, he was told, by consent the present 
form was adopted, and he should be very 
sorry to alter it. There was a good deal 
to be said for the proposal that in cases 
of this kind acquiescence should be 
sufficient without requiring active consent. 

Tue Eart or ARRAN was afraid 
that the present clause would open the 
door to much abuse. An owner might 
be away and his dissent might arise too 
late in consequence. It would, in such 
a case, be very unfair to oblige him to 
reinstate a tenant whom he had no in- 
tention of receiving at all. 

Lorp ASHBOURNE pointed out 
that the owner must be served “in the 
prescribed manner.” and the Land Com- 
mission would take care that the service 
was in such a way as would be effective 
and proper. 

Tue Eart or ARRAN said he did 
not quite see how that met the case, 
bec.use if no answer was obliged to be 
received from the owner and the consent 
was only implied, the door was opened 
to a great deal of abuse 


(Ireland) Bill. 


Amendment negatived. 
Part VI. 
Clause 47, — 


SUPPLEMENTAL.—DEFINITIONS. 


(1.) In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires— 

The expression ‘‘ dwelling-house”’ includes 
any out-house, curtilage, and garden appur- 
tenant thereto. 

The expressions ‘‘ landlord” and ‘ tenant” 
include respectively the predecessors in title of a 
landlord or tenant. 

The expression ‘limited owner’? means a 
limited owner within the meaning of Section 
twenty-six of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) 
Act, 1870, and includes any person having the 
powers of a tenant for life under the Settled 
Land Acts, 1882 to 1890. 

The expression ‘‘ lease” includes an agreement 
for a lease. 

The expression ‘* Land Law Acts” means the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, except Part V. 
thereof, the Land Law (freland) Act, 1887, 
except Part II., and the Land Law (Ireland) 
Act 1888, and the Timber (Ireland) Act, 1888, 
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and the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1888, Amend- | 
ment Act, 1889, and the Redemption of Rent | 
(Ireland) Act, 1891, and does not include the 

Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, except 

so far as the provisions of it are necessary for 

giving effect to the above-mentioned portion of 

the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881. 


The expression ‘‘ Land Purchase Acts ” means 
the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, the 
Land Purchase Acts as therein defined, and the 
Redemption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 1891. 


The expression “permanent building ’’ shall 
include permanent structures and sea and river 
embankments having a permanent character. 

The expression *‘ judicial rent” means a fair 
rent, whether fixed by the Court or by agreement 
or arbitration, or by demand of the landlord 
accepted by the tenant, and any reference to an 
application to fix a fair rent shall include a/ 
reference to an agreement to fix a fair rent or to 
refer to arbitration the fixing of a fair rent, or 
to the demand of an increased rent by the land- 
lord. 

The expression ‘‘ prescribed ” means prescribed | 
by rules made by the Land Commission, save 
that, where the expression refers to financial 
matters, it shall mean prescribed by rules made | 
by the Treasury and where the expression | 
relates to matters connected with the Land Judge, | 
it shall mean prescribed by rules made under | 
Part Two of this Act. | 

The expression “ Receiver Judge” means the | 
Judge assigned under Section nineteen of the | 
Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1885, for the | 
execution of the duties in that section mentioned. 


(2.) In the definition of ‘‘holding ’’ contained 
in the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, ‘ parcel 
of land ” shall be deemed to include an undivided 
share of land, whether held alone or held under | 
the same contract of tenancy with land held in 
severalty. 


(3.) Any jurisdiction vested by this Act in the 
High Court in relation to the purchase money 
under the Land Purchase Acts, or otherwise in 
relation to those Acts, shall, subject to rules of 
court, be exercised by the Land Judge. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (3) to leave out the 
word “the” (“the Land Judge”) and 
to insert instead thereof the word “a.” 


Amendment agreed to; clause, as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 


Bill. 
Clause 48,— 


SAVING OF ULSTER TENANT-RIGHT CUSTOM. 

Nothing herein contained shall prejudice or 
affect any right, benefit, or presumption exer- 
cised or enjoyed under or by virtue of the Ulster 
tenant-right custom, or any usage correspond- 
ing thereto. 





Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. | 
| 


{LORDS} 





(Ireland) Bill. 
Clause 49,— 


88 


APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF PARTS 
OF ACT. 

(1.) Part One of this Act shall,save as is by 
this Act expressly provided, apply to every pro- 
ceeding pending at the commencement of this 
Act. 

(2.) An application to fix a fair rent for a 
holding shall not be refused on the ground of 
any previous decision with reference to the hold- 
ing or any part thereof, whether between the 
same parties or otherwise, if such application can 


| be sustained under this Act or any of the Land 


Law Acts as amended by this Act, and where 
such application can be so sustained, the holding 
shall be deemed to be and to have remained a 
present tenancy as from the passing of the Land 


| Law (Ireland) Act, 1881. 


(3.) Parts One and Two of this Act shall be 
construed as one with the Land Law Acts, and 
together with those Acts may be cited as the 


| Land Law Acts, and shall apply to all holdings 


to which the Land Law Acts, or any of them, 
as amended by this Act, apply, and Section 
twenty-two of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, shall apply as if the said Acts and parts of 
this Act were part of the foregoing provisions 
of the said Act of 1881, within the meaning of 
the said section. 

(4.) Parts Two, Three and Five of this Act 
shall be construed as one with the Land Pur- 
chase Acts as herein defined, and together 
with those Acts may be cited as the Land Pur- 
chase Acts. 

(4.) Part Four of this Act shall be construed 
as one with the Congested Districts Board 
(Ireland) Acts, as defined in the Congested 
Districts Board (Ireland) Act, 1894, and together 
with those Acts may be cited collectively as the 
Congested Districts Board (Ireland) Acts. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, at the end of Sub-section (1), to 
insert the following as a new Sub- 
section :— 

“(2.) The provisions of this Act with respect 
to a vesting order shall not apply to proceedings 
in respect of an advance sanctioned before the 
commencement of this Act, or of any agreement 
for the purchase of a term of years made before 
the commencement of this Act, and the enact- 
ments relative to such proceedings shall continue 
to apply notwithstanding their repeal by this 
Act.” 

Amendment agreed to; clause, as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 50,— 
SHORT TITLE. 


This Act may be 
(Ireland) Act, 1896. 


cited as the Land Law 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 











89 Land Law 
Clause 51,— 


REPEAL OF ACTS. 


The Acts specified in the Schedule to this Act 
are hereby repealed to the extent mentioned in 
the third column of that Schedule. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Viscount TEMPLETOWN moved to 


insert the following new clause :— 


“The present system of appointing Court 
valuers from amongst the land Sub-Commis- 
sioners shall cease, and in future the Court 
valuers shall be permanent officials of the Crown, 
and be independent of the Land Commission.” 


He said he did not propose to trouble 
their Lordships with a detailed state- 
ment of the many facts which would 
support him in asking the Government 
to include this clause in the Bill, but he 
felt that he dealt with such an important 
and grave question that he by no means 
abandoned his right to deal with the 
matter again at some future time. He 
asked the Government whether they 
would, between now and the Report 
Stage, consider whether they could meet 
the case in some degree, because it was 
a very strong case indeed. They had 
now Sub-Commissioners acting as 
valuers, and valuers acting as sub-Com- 
missioners, and therefore they were 
revising each other’s rents at very short 
intervals. That was a process which 
could not commend itself to any section 
of the people in Great Britain. He 
ventured to think that such a moderate 
suggestion as his must commend itself to 
the conciliatory attitude of the Govern- 
ment, and if they would only assure him 
that the mattter should be considered, 
he would have very great pleasure in not 
pressing the clause now. 

*THeE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
thought the noble Lord was well advised 
in not pressing the clause, because, 
obviously, in its present shape it could 
not be incorporated in the Bill. The 
noble Lord suggested that they should 
consider the question and deal with it on 
Report. They could not possibly under- 
take to bring up new clauses or to 
facilitate the introduction of new clauses 
dealing with such questions as this dealt 
with on Report. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said the ques- 


tion involved in the proposed clause was 
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a most important one. Land was the 
great commodity in Ireland, and, there- 
fore, as valuers of land the best men 
should be secured. The noble Lord 
simply asked that the Court Valuers, who 
were practically the last resort the land- 
lord or tenant had when he wished to 
obtain an efficient and sound valuation, 
should be absolutely independent of out- 
side pressure—that they should, in point 
of fact, be servants of the State ; that 
they should be men of unimpeachable 
character, who possessed a thorough 
knowledge of their business. He hoped 
the noble Marquess would reconsider his 
decision. 

Tue Eart or WINCHILSEA trusted 
the Government would consent to that 
portion of the clause which proposed to 
enact that the Sub-Commissioners should 
not be appointed Court Valuers. It was 
not reasonable that a man should be a 
Sub-Commissioner in one case and a 
Valuer in another case. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND: He is not. 

Tue Ear. or WINCHILSEA said 
that if that was so a great deal of the 
ease of his noble Friend was destroyed. 

Viscount TEMPLETOWN remarked 
that he could lay upon the Table a list 
of men who had acted as Valuers and 
Sub-Commissioners. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND: At the same time ? 

Viscount TEMPLETOWN : Not at 
the same time. 

Viscount CLIFDEN understood that 
all that was asked was that the Court 
Valuers should be men above suspicion. 
Surely that was as much to the advan- 
tage of the tenant as the landlord. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR oF 
IRELAND said no one denied the 
necessity of having upright and efficient 
Court Valuers. To recognise that fact 
was one thing, but to accept this clause 
was quite another thing. The clause 
would create a new class of permanent 
officials, and, therefore, it could not be 
accepted without great consideration. 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the noble Lord suggested that the 
Court Valuers should necessarily be inde- 
pendent of the Land Commission. The 
Valuers were officers of the Land Com- 
mission, and surely there was nothing 
wrong in being dependent upon the 
Commission. 
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Naval Reserve 


THE Eart or WINCHILSEA pointed 
out that what his noble Friend objected 
to was the system of appointing Court 
Valuers from amongst the Sub-Com- 
missioners. 

*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
asked what was the objection to a gentle- 
man acting as a Court Valuer and a Sub- 
Commissioner, provided he did not in 
any case act in the two capacities. 


Viscount CLIFDEN: My objection 
is that a Sub-Commissioner always cuts 
down rents, and Ido not think that isa 
fair man. [A laugh.| 


Clause, by leave, withdrawn. 


Viscount TEMPLETOWN had the 
following clause on the Paper, but said 
he would not move it :— 


“ After the passing of this Act every landlord 
and tenant to whom this Act applies shall have 
liberty, after the rehearing of their case by the 
Chief Commissioners, to appeal on the question 
of ‘value’ without a case having been stated to 
a court consisting of not less than two Judges of 
the High Court, assisted by the head for the 
time being of the Government Valuation Depart- 
ment as assessor.” 


Lorp CASTLETOWN 


insert the following clause :— 


moved to 


“When, upon the hearing of an application 
to fix a fair rent, the court is of opinion that the 
tenant of a holding has wilfully or through 
neglect caused the said holding to become 
deteriorated, the court shall thereupon dismiss 
the said application.” 


He said that was a corollary on what 
was accepted by the Government on the 
previous day when it was agreed to 
insert after “condition ” in Clause 1, the 
words “as to cultivation, deterioration, 
or otherwise.” 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
was not prepared to accept the Amend- 
ment, which went very far indeed. It 
seemed to him they had done all that 
was necessary in directing the Court 
to take into consideration the condition 
of the holding. He did not see how they 
would justify the proposal that the 
Court should absolutely dismiss an 
application simply because it © found 
the holding had been improperly farmed. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


{LORDS} 
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Bill, as amended, ordered to be 
reported to the House; Standing Com- 
mittee negatived ; The Report of Amend- 
ments to be received on Monday next ; 
Standing Order No. X XIX. to be con- 
sidered in order to its being dispensed 
with ; and Bill to be printed as amended. 
—[No. 238.] 


Viscount TEMPLETOWN : 
will the Report be taken ? 
*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
On Monday. 


*Eart SPENCER: And the other 
stages } 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
I think it would be hardly fair to press 
your Lordships to take the Third Read- 
ing on Monday, but in case that should 
be your Lordships’ pleasure when thetime 
comes, I will now give notice that I shall 
move to suspend the Standing Orders on 
Monday. I shall, of course, be in the 
hands of the House to make such arrange- 
ments as will suit your Lordships’ con- 
venience. 


When 


COAL MINES REGULATION ACT (1887) 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL. 
Read 3* (according to Order), with 
the Amendments, and passed, and re- 
turned to the Commons. 


TRUCK BILL. 
Read 3* (according to Order) ; Amend- 
ments made; Bill passed, and returned 
to the Commons. 


NAVAL RESERVE BILL. 


Read 3* (according to Order), and 
passed. 


House adjourned at Twenty-five minutes 
before Ten o’clock, to Monday next, 
a quarter past Four o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, 7th August 1896. 


COUNTY OFFICERS AND COURTS 
(IRELAND) ACT, 1877. 
Account [presented 6th August] to be 
printed.—[{ No. 332. ] 


NAVY (HEALTH). 
Paper [presented 6th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 333.] 


COMPANTES WINDING-UP. 

Copy presented,—of Fifth General 
Annual Report by the Board of Trade 
{by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—| No. 334. | 


LOCAL TAXATION (ENGLAND) 
ACCOUNT, 1895-6. 


Return ordered,— 


‘‘Showing, in respect of the financial year 
ended the 31st day of March 1896—(1) the total 
amount of the Local Taxation Licences, Probate 
Duty Grant, and Estate Duty paid into the 
Local Taxation (England) Account, and the 
amounts paid out of such Licences, Probate 
Duty Grant, and Estate Duty to, or on behalf 
of, the Council of each Administrative County 
and County Borough; (2) the amounts paid out 
of the proceeds of the Local Taxation (Customs 
and Excise) Duties to each Police Authority in 
aid of Police Pension Funds; and (3) the 
amounts paid out of the residue of the proceeds 
of those Duties to the Council of each Adminis- 
trative County and County Borough.” —(Mr. 
T. W. Russell.) 


Return presented accordingly ; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[| No. 335.] 


JUDICIAL TRUSTEES BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments to be considered 


{7 Avuausr 1896} 
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COMMISSION. 

Message to attend the Lords Com- 
missioners. 

The House went ; and, being returned, 
*Mr. SPEAKER reported the Royal 
Assent to Bills which had passed both 
Houses. [For list, see House of Lords 
proceedings of this date. } 


ROYAL PATRIOTIC FUND. 


Ordered, That the Select Committee 
on the Royal Patriotic Fund have leave 
to sit To-morrow, notwithstanding the 
adjournment of the House. — (Mr. 
Woodall.) 


WORKING MEN’S DWELLINGS BILL 
[u.1. ]. 

Read the first time; to be read a 

Second time upon Thursday next, and to 
be printed.—{ Bill 335.] 





RURAL WORKERS’ (SCOTLAND) 
HOLIDAYS. 

Bill to make provision for Holidays 
and Half-holidays for Rural Workers in 
Scotland, ordered to be brought in by 
Mr. White and Dr. Clark ; presented 
accordingly, and read the First time ; 
to be read a Second time upon Thursday 
next, and to be printed.—{ Bill 336.] 


QUESTIONS. 


ARMY MEDICAL STAFF. 


Captain NORTON (Newington, W.). 

I beg to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for War how many names of candi- 
dates for the next examination for Army 
Medical Staff in August have been 
received ; and, what are the completed 
ages of these candidates ? 

*THE UNDER SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Surrey, Guildford): Thirty-one candi- 
dates have applied, their completed ages 
varying from 22 to 27 years, with an 


forthwith ; considered, and agreed to. ‘ie of 24 years and eight months. 
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METROPOLITAN POLICE FORCE. 

Captain NORTON : I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether it is a rule in the Metro- 
politan Police Force that any officer 
charged with an offence against the 
rules of the service is entitled to meet 
his accuser face to face and to question 
the said accuser in the presence of a 
superior officer ; and, whether this rule 
is invariably adhered to ? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir 
MarrHew Wuite Ruiptey, Lancashire, 
Blackpool) : The general rule is as stated 
in the Question, but the hon. Member 
will admit that complaints against a 
constable cannot be altogether ignored 
in cases where the complainant does not 
attend in person. In all cases, however, 
if after careful inquiry the matter 
appears to be in doubt, the complainant 
is referred to a magistrate. 


LOUGH ERNE DRAINAGE BOARD. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.) : 
T beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury whether his attention has been 
called to the statement, at a public 
meeting, of Mr. James Mahaffy, J.P., 
Belturbet, to the effect that, owing to the 
bungling of the Lough Erne Drainage 
Board, the River Erne from Belturbet 
to Belleek has not been made navigable 
as was originally intended ; whether, in 
view of the fact that, if a deepening of 
the river at the two or three places 
where rapids first were made, traflic by 
steamer both for goods and tourists 
could be carried on with profit, especially 
in the case of tourists during the summer 
season, he will inquire for and lay before 
this House an estimate of the cost it 
would entail to afford passage to steamers 
of 100 tons from Belleek to Belturbet ; 
and, if the cost is not found to be large, 
will the Treasury enable the Lough Erne 
Drainage Board to undertake the work ? 

THe VICE PRESIDENT or tHE 
COUNCIL (Sir Joun Gorst, Cambridge 
University) : My right hon. Friend the 
Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. R. W. 
Hansury), who is unavoidably absent 
from the House, has asked me to answer 
this Question for him. He is informed 


that the Erne was made navigable from 
Belleek to Belturbet as part of the drain- 
age scheme lately carried out, and to 
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the depth proposed in the plans. Some 
years have elapsed since the cuts were 
made, and the Board of Works report 
that an investigation would be necessary 
to ascertain their present condition, but, 
judging from the plans, the Board believe 
that a steamer of the cargo capacity 
mentioned could ply between the places 
named. In the absence of evidence that 
any further expenditure on the naviga- 
tion is required, the question of a further 
grant (in addition to the £15,000 voted 
between 1882 and 1885) does not arise. 


(County Cavan). 


ARVAGH DISPENSARY DISTRICT 
(COUNTY CAVAN). 

Mr. J. P, FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that, in consequence of a change of resi- 
dence of the medical officer of the Arvagh, 
county Cavan, dispensary district, 
patients living in the electoral division 
of Drumcarban have to go a distance of 
eight miles for medical advice and medi- 
cine, in many cases at a serious risk to 
life; and whether, seeing that this 
part of this division is contiguous to the 
dispensary district of Bellanagh, would 
it be possible to so divide the townlands 
of the electoral division as to place those 
lying beside Bellanagh on the list of 
townlands for the attention of the 
medical officer of that district, instead of, 
as at present, compelling the sick poor in 
them to travel eight and ten miles to 
get relief in the Arvagh dispensary ? 

THE CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp Batrour, 
Leeds, Central): It is the fact that the 
Medical Officer of the Arvagh District 
changed his residence some years ago to 
a place about three-quarters of a mile 
distant from his former abode ; but. his 
present residence is the one occupied by 
his predecessor, and is situated within the 
district. The medical officer’s residence 
is about eight miles from the remotest 
townland in the Drumcarban electoral 
division, though this, I am informed, is 
not an unusual distance, and if found 
inconvenient for the sick poor the Local 
Government Board are prepared to con- 
sent to the establishment of a depot at 
the Drumcarban end of the district if the 
Guardians should so desire. The Board 
are debarred by statute from subdividing 
an electoral division as suggested in the 
(Juestion. 
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ARMY LANCE STAVES. | *THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
CoLtoneEL WELBY (Taunton): I beg) ro rps WAR OFFICE (Mr. J. Powet- 
to ask the Under Secretary of State for Wituiams, Birmingham, 8.) The number 
War whether he is aware that the ash of men employed on the works at Leenan 
lance staves issued to Dragoon Guards Head is stated to be 12. Inquiries have 
and Dragoon regiments have been, been made as to the wages paid locally 
reported by Boards of Officers and and by the contractor, and the latter 
Officers Commanding to be brittle, un-| appear to be the current rate; but com- 
reliable, and unfit for active service ;| plaints have been received and a further 
and what steps are being taken to re-)| investigation has been ordered. 
place them with bamboos ? | Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
*Mr. BRODRICK: It is recognised | Boroughs): Out of what Vote is pro- 
that the ash lance staves are not satis- | vision made for these works ? 
factory, but great difficulty is found inj *Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS: I can- 
pr ocuring sufficie nt bamboo staves which | not say at the moment. 
fulfil all the conditions required in the | 
specification. Jt is hoped to provide a} 
store of bamboo lances for use on active) © FEUS AND LEASES (SCOTLAND). 
service, retaining the ash staves for use) Mr. J. McLEOD: I beg to ask the 
during peace. | Lord Advocate, as representing the 
Mr. JOHN McLEOD (Sutherland) :| Secretary for Scotland, whether there is 
What is the country of origin of ash | any intention to deal by legislation with 
staves? Are they made in Germany ? the Report of the Select Committee on 
Mr. Broprick dissented by shaking | Feus and Leases (Scotland), 1894-5 


his head. | THe LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
GranamM Murray, Buteshire): I am 

WATERLOO unable to give the hon. Member any 

FRENCH INFANTRY EAGLE). | undertaking as to legislation on the 


Coroye. WELBY : I beg to ask the | subject referred to in this question, but 
Under Secretary of State for War, where the matter will receive the consideration 
the Eagle of the 45th French Infantry | of the Secretary for Scotland. 
of the Line, captured by Sergeant Ewart, | ee : Is the matter under 
Scots Sireys, wt Welerlon, © See SMG cay LOR ADVOCATE: Tact. 
or stored ! 

Mr. BRODRICK: This trophy is in | 
ae eapel of Chole eau. | CARRICKMACROSS PETTY SESSIONS. 

| Mr. JAMES DALY (Monaghan, &.): 

LEENAN HEAD DEFENCE WORKS _ | T beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 

(COUNTY DONEGAL). | Lord Lieutenant of Ireland—(1) whether 

Mr. THOMAS B. CURRAN he is aware that Mr. J.T. Gibbings, J.P., 
(Donegal, N.): I beg to ask the Under land Mr. 8. E. Shirley, J.P., ‘acted 
Secretary of State for War what) together in hearing cases at Petty 
number of workmen are employed on| Sessions at Carrickmacross on 23rd 
the Defence Works at Leenan Head, | Suly ; (2) whether he is aware that 
county Donegal, now in course of con- “| Mr. Gibbings is a rent collector for Mr. 
struction ; what is the rate of wages | Shirley ; (3) whether it is in accordance 
offered by the contractors, and is it| with the law for a landlord and rent 
equal to the usual wages paid by local! collector to take part at same Petty 
employers; whether complaints have | Sessions as magistrates ; and (4) whether 
been made by loca] labourers, and a list| he will bring the matter under the 
of employers with the wages paid] notice of the Lord Chancellor, that it 
by them has been received ‘from the| may not occur again ? 
labourers by the Secretary of State for | Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
War, with a request that, according to | reply to the first and second paragraphs 
the terms of the contract he would ination | |is in the affirmative. There is no pro- 
on the contractors paying fair wages ;| vision at law prohibiting principal and 
and, whether he intends to take any ‘agent from acting together as magis- 
action in the matter ? | trates, but there is a rule, founded on 
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* Personal Clerks,” 


grounds of policy, that they should not | 
so act together, though the rule may, I} 
understand, under special circumstances 
be subject to modification. There is no 
reason for questioning the bond fides of 
the magistrates in acting together in the 
present instance, but I see no objection 
to refer the matter to the Lord Chan- 
cellor with a view to his considering 
whether there were any circumstances 
justifying a departure from the rule on 
this occasion. 


ARMY OFFICERS 
(DRESS AND ACCOUTREMENTS.) 

Masor RASCH (Essex, 8.E.): I beg 
to ask the Under Secretary of State for 
War whether he will explain 
Officers were ordered to provide them- 
selves with new swords some months 
since, and have now to obtain a serge 
jacket of novel pattern, and by such 
changes of dress and accoutrements have 
been put to considerable expense ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK : Officers were not 
required to provide new swords, but new 
sword-hilts, the change being made with 
the object ofincreasing etliciency. Officers 
are given time to wear out their present 
jackets before being required to possess 
themselves of the new and less expensive 
pattern. 


CHARGE OF PERJURY (COUNTY CORK). 

Caprain DONELAN (Cork, E.): I 
beg to ask the Attorney General for 
Treland whether he can now state what 
decision he has come to relative to the 
prosecution of Dennis Dooling, of 
Walshtownbeg, Midleton, County Cork, 
for perjury ? 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL ror| 


IRELAND (Mr. J. Arxryson, London- 
derry, S.): I have carefully examined 
the report of what took place at Present- 
ment Sessions,and am of opinion that 
however suspicious the transaction may 
have been, there is no evidence available 
to sustain a prosecution against Dooling 
for perjury or fraud. 


DISPENSARY COMMITTEES (IRELAND). 
Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork): 


I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Trish Local Government Board have yet 
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issued any Order fixing the rating quali- 
fication of members of dispensary com- 
mittees pursuant to the recent Act ; and, 
if not, when such an Order will be issued? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
Order in question is in course of prepara- 
tion and will be issued shortly. 


Civil Service. 


“ PERSONAL CLERKS,” CIVIL SERVICE, 

Mr. H. KIMBER (Wandsworth) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury whether he is aware that a large 
number of persons, styled “ personal 
clerks ” “hired writers,” not on the 
permanent establishment of the Civil 
Service, but appointed personally by 
Heads of Departments without examin- 
ation, and whose salaries are paid out 
of an annual lump sum allowance placed 
at the disposal of such Heads, have been 
for several years past employed on purely 
clerical duties in various Government 
Departments, and on work which would 
appear to be of a strictly permanent 
character ; whether, in relation to such 
employment,he has considered Paragraph 
24 of the Treasury Minuteof 10th August 
1889, in which the system under which 
these men are employed is condemned : 
whether such employment is in pursuance 
of the above-named Treasury Minute 
(Paragraph 26), adopting the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission on 
Civil Establishments; whether, before 
authorising the employment of personal 
clerks or writers 


or 


in the manner 
above stated, he has satisfied himself that 
the work to be performed by them is of 
such a nature that it cannot fitly be 
| provided for in the manner indicated in 
| the said Minute ; and whether he will 
| cause inquiry to be made with the view 
of ascertaining to what extent the pro- 
| visions referred to in the said Minute 
| have been carried out, and of limiting 
|the employment of such personal clerks 
and hired writers to strictly temporary 
| work which cannot be provided for in 
| the manner indicated in the said Minute ! 
| Sir J. GORST (for Mr. Hansury) : 
|My right hon. Friend asks me to say 
| that he does not know if the Question is 
intended to include clerks in the offices 
of Solicitors to Public Departments. 
As to them he has nothing to add to his 
answer to the hon. Member on 12th May 
last. As regards the hon. Member’s 
other Questions, my right hon. Friend is 


y° } 
nirea 





Mr. Gerald Balfour. 
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not aware that persons are temporarily, CHRIST’S HOSPITAL (HORSHAM SITE). 


employed and paid as the hon. Member | 


Mr. J. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.) : 


describes on work of a strictly per-| T beg to ask the hon. Member for Thirsk, 


manent character. He does not con- 
sider that the Treasury Minute of 10th 
August 1889, forbids the employment 
of temporary personal clerks on work | 
which is of a temporary character, or | 
which is subject to such variations of | 
amount as not to permit of a fixed 
permanent staff. Before sanctioning the 
employment of such persons, the Treasury 
require in each case to be satisfied that 
the work is such as has been described, 
so no further inquiry seems necessary. 


PUBLIC ABATTOIRS. 
Mr. H. C. F. LUTTRELL (Devon, 
Tavistock): I beg to ask the President 
of the Local Government Board whe- 


as a Charity Commissioner—(1) whether 
the Report of Mr. Rogers Field on the 
Horsham site for Christ’s Hospital was 
treated as a private and confidential 
communication by the Almoners for 
above nine months ; and (2) whether it 
had had due consideration by the Charity 
Commissioners before they authorised 
£20,000 to be expended on draining, 
roads, levelling, and planting ? 

Mr. GRANT LAWSON (York, N.R., 


Thirsk): The Charity Commissioners 


‘have no information upon the point 
\raised in the first paragraph of this 


| current 


ther his attention has been drawn to the | 


danger to the public caused by the not 
infrequent escapes from control and 


rushes through the publie thoroughfares | 
of London of bullocks for slaughter, and | D 
second paragraph of the Question. That 


in particular to such endangering of the 


public as took place in Harleyford Road | 


on 3rd August, by a bull escaping from 
a slaughter-house and rushing through 
the streets; and whether he would, in 
consequence of these dangers to the 
public and for other sanitary reasons, 


consider the advisability of extending | 


to local authorities further facilities for 
the erection of public abattoirs ? 

Tur SECRETARY v0 tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
RusseE.1, Tyrone, 8.): The attention of the 
President has not been previously called 
to cases in which danger was occasioned 
to the public by the escape of bullocks 
for slaughter, and he has no information 
as to what occurred in the Harleyford | 
Road on the day referred to. The hon. 
Member is no doubt aware of the provi- 
sion made for the slaughter of cattle at 
the Metropolitan Cattle Market, and 
also of the fact that the driving of cattle 
in London between the hours of 10 in 
the morning and 7 in the evening is pro- 
hibited, except with the permission of 
the Commissioner of Police. The exten- | 
sion to local authorities in London of | 
further facilities for the erection of 
public abattoirs would require legisla- 
tion, and no promise can be given in the 
matter. 


It relates to a matter of 
administration in connection 
with the removal of the Hospital ; and, 
as I stated in answer to a Question on 
July 28, the Commissioners are not 
charged with the duty of interfering in 
such matters. Mr. Rogers Field’s 
Report was duly considered by the Com- 
missioners before their sanction was 
given to the expenditure mentioned in the 


Question. 


Report, while condemning the then ex- 
isting wells on the site, suggested a 
deeper boring. Some months before the 
Commissioners sanctioned the outlay re- 
ferred to in the Question that boring 
had been sufliciently advanced to prove 
that a water supply abundantly sufficient 
both in quantity and quality could be 


| secured on the estate. 


AFRICAN FLORA. 

Sir ROBERT REID (Dumfries 
3urghs): I beg to ask the First Commis- 
sioner of Works if the duty of prepar- 
ing works upon African flora was in- 
trusted to Mr. Dyer, of Kew Gardens, 
nearly 20 years ago; whether he is 
aware that this gentleman has published 
practically nothing on the subject ; and 
whether he will urge Mr. Dyer either to 
complete the work or to abandon it, so 


/as no longer to discourage private enter- 


prise in the same field ? 

Tue FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. Axers-Dovuc.as, Kent, 
St. Augustine’s): The third volume of 


‘the “ Flora of Tropical Africa” was pub- 


lished in 1877. In 1891 the Treasury 


authorised the completion of the work, 


D2 
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in four more volumes, under Mr. Dyer,, Sir J. GORST: The Postmaster 
on the understanding that one volume|General is aware that there has been 
would be published every two years. No | great irregularity of late in the delivery 
further volume has yet been issued, al-|of the English mails at Tralee, as in- 
though portions of one are intype. Mr.|dicated in the Question of the hon. 
Dyer has been urged to complete the| Member. Inquiry shall be made as to 
work as rapidly as possible. | the possibility of effecting some improve- 
ment of the service to Tralee by way of 
Mallow, but the establishment of a new 
MAIL SERVICES (ENGLAND AND train specially for the mails would, it is 
IRELAND). feared, involve greater additional expense 
Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Kerry, than could properly be incurred. 

W.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the Mr. D. MACALEESE (Monaghan, 
Treasury, as representing the Postmaster | N.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
General, if the reply of the Postmaster | Treasury, as representing the Postmaster 
General to the deputation of the Irish General, if complaints have been made 
Chambers of Commerce relative to the| to the Post Office authorities regarding 
new mail service between England and|the unsatisfactory arrangements in 
Ireland is conclusive ; and whether, in| existence since the lst of June last for 
view of the great dissatisfaction caused the delivery of the morning mails at 
in Ireland by that reply, the Post Office | Portstewart, county Antrim; in view of 
authorities will reconsider the question the fact that the 6.30 a.m. mail train 
with a view to meeting the wishes of the from Belfast, on the Northern Counties 
Irish public ? Railway, carries letters from Scotland 
Sir J. GORST: The Postmaster and the various districts of Ireland to 
General’s reply to the deputation from /all the stations between Belfast and 
the Irish Chambers of Commerce relative Derry, and is timed to reach Portstewart 
to the new mail service between England Station at 8.45 a.m., will he explain why 
and Ireland was made after the fullest the Portstewart letters and parcels are 
consideration, and, while regretting that | not delivered till after 12 o0’clock noon ; 
the acceleration proposed does not fully Does the railway company transfer the 
meet the wishes of the public in Ireland, Portstewart mail bags from the mail 
he sees no possibility of adopting a/ train at Coleraine, and leave those mail 
different time table for the night mail bags to be conveyed to the Portstewart 
from that which has been announced. Station later in the day by a train which 
Sir T. ESMONDE asked when the is not a mail train; is there any clause 
resolution relating to the new mail ser-| or condition in the contract with the 
vice contract would be laid  before' Northern Counties Railway for the 
Parliament? carriage of mails which enables that 
Sir J.GORST: I am a very indirect company to transfer mail bags from the 
representative of the Postmaster General, principal mail train of the day, and 
and I fear I cannot give an answer. leave those mail bags at intervening 
Sir THOMAS ESMONDE: I beg to. stations to be taken to their destination 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as as the company may deem fit ; is it legal 
representing the Postmaster General, if | to transfer mails in this way ; and, con- 
he is aware that the English mails have | sidering the great inconvenience which 
been late in their gs at Tralee three | the large number of summer visitors to 
times during the past week and ten times} Portstewart and the residents there 
during the month of July ; and whether, | suffer, will the Postmaster General 

in view of the great and continual i incon. | |remedy this grievance without delay ! 
venience cause ‘to the people of Tralee and| Sir’ J. GORST: The Postmaster 
its neighbourhood by these constant) General has received complaints of the 
delays in the delivery of the English | late delivery of the morning mails at 
mails, the Post Office authorities “will | | Portstewart. since the lst June. Port- 
invite the Great Southern and W estern | stewart is on a branch line, and the 
Railway Company to tender for an/| branch train in immediate connection 
accelerated mail service to Tralee, per-| with the 6.30 a.m. train from Belfast 
mission being given them to —_ the up | having ceased to call at Portstewart, a 
and down mail trains at Mallow ! subsequent train was employed and the 


First Commissioner of Works. 
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arrival of the mails at Portstewart | 
Station was postponed from 8.45 to 9.5 | 
a.m. There was some further delay after | 
arrival in sending the mails from the | 
station to the Post Office in consequence 
of there being no tram car available 
until 9.30 a.m., and the delivery of the | 
letters to the public was for a time not | 
completed until about 12 noon. The 
transfer of the mails from the main line 
to the branch line takes place at Coleraine. 
The train on the branch line is not | 
under the control of the Post Office, and | 
the railway company have broken 
neither their contract nor the law in 
withdrawing the stop of the earlier train | 
at Portstewart. Arrangements have 
been made for getting rid of the further 
delay after the arrival at Portstewart 
Station, and the delivery now commences 
at 9.45 a.m. and is completed by 11.20 


am. or only 20 minutes later than | 


formerly. 
Mr. W. FIELD (Dublin, St. 
Patrick’s): I beg to ask the Secretary to 


the Treasury, as representing the Post- | 
inaster General, whether he can arrange | 
that the proposed Trish mail time table | 
‘of half 
| Holyhead so far as the night mail was 
‘concerned, this would not mean more 
there is no practical difficulty in acceding | 


shall not be definitely settled until next 
Session: and, whether he is aware that 
recent investigations have shown that 


to request of the recent deputation to 
the Postmaster General ? 

Sir J. GORST: It would be impossible 
to make arrangements by the Ist April | 
next for extending to the Irish provinces | 
the advantages of the acceleration to 
commence on that date if the time table | 
of the service between London and 
Dublin were not settled until next | 
Session. The Postmaster General is not 
aware of any investigations which have | 
shown that the request of the recent | 
deputation could be acceded to without 
practical difficulty. 

Mr. FIELD asked whether another 
deputation from the Irish Chambers of | 
Commerce would be received, so that 
their views might be made known ? 

Sin J. GORST: If the hon. Member 
will apply to the Postmaster General, I 
think he will find him ready to meet his 
wishes. | 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): 
What value are we going to receive for 
our £104,000 a year? 
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Sir JOHN GORST: I am not 


intrusted with any information upon 
that point. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FIELD: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, as representing the 
whether he is aware 
that, regarding the acceleration of the 
Trish mail service, an agreement was 
discussed the 27th May 1895, 
promising the arrangement asked for by 
the recent deputation to the Postmaster 
General ? 

Sir J. GORST: No, Sir. 


on 


The Post- 


master General is aware of no such 
discussion. On the 27th May 1895, a 
Question was put in this House 
respecting the agreement then just 
concluded with the City of Dublin 
Steam Packet Company, but no 


question was raised or promise given that 
the times desired by the recent deputa- 
tion would be adopted. Indeed, so long 
previously as the 16th November 1894, 
it had been explained by the Postmaster 
General, at an interview with the repre- 
sentatives of the Chambers of Commerce 
of Dublin, Cork and Belfast that, while 
he hoped to arrange for an acceleration 
an hour between Euston and 


than five minutes’ gain in the time of 


‘arrival in the morning at Holyhead, as 
it would be impossible to anticipate the 


present hours of departure of the night 
n.ails from Crewe and Chester without a 
dislocation of the mail service of the 
whole country. That position has never 
been departed from. 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF IRELAND. 
Sir THOMAS ESMONDE: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 


Lieutenant of Ireland if he can state 
'the result of his inquiries as to the pur- 
'chase of the Colonna Raphael ? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I am in 
communication with my right hon. Friend 
the Secretary to the Treasury on this 
subject. 


KILBRIDE RIFLE RANGE. 
Mr. T. M. HEALY : I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for War 
whether the compensation money for the 














107 


Kilbride Rifle Range, which was taken | 
from the owner compulsorily upon the 
18th March, 1895, has yet been paid ; if 
not, when will it be paid; whether, as 
the owner has lost the use and rents of 
the lands for 17 months, he will receive 
interest upon the compensation money 
until same is paid; and will he explain 
why the costs of the abortive arbitration 
and the costs of the legal proceedings 
subsequently, which the Courts awarded 
the owner, have not been paid him 4 

*Mr. BRODRICK : An offer is about 
to be made to the owner of the ground, 
with an allowance both for interest and 
costs, and it is hoped that the matter 
may be settled immediately. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked whether 
the matter would be settled before the | 
end of the Session ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: I cannot say. 
These things sometimes require a few 
days’ consideration. 


Fire in Mail Van 


MARRIAGES AT MALTA. 

Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS (Notts, 
Mansfield) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies—(1) whether he is 
aware that the Council of the Govern- 
ment in Malta have passed an Ordinance 
by which it is enacted that “ marriages 
celebrated in Malta by all those who 
profess the Catholic religion, whether 
both the contracting parties be Catholic, 
or whether one of them be a Catholic 
and the other a non-Catholic, are not, 
and shall not be, valid if they are not 
celebrated according to the form estab- 
lished by the Council of Trent ;” (2) whe- 
ther such Ordinance was introduced with 
the concurrence of the Government, and 
was supported by the official members of 
the Council ; and (3) whether, inasmuch 
as the Ordinance is opposed to the Report 
of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, to which the question was 
referred by the Home Government, Her 
Majesty will be advised to withhold Her 
sanction from the Ordinance ? 

THe SECRETARY or STATE For} 
tHE COLONIES (Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, | 
Birmingham, W.): The answer to the| 
first question of the hon. Member is in | 
the affirmative, and the answer to both | 
branches of the second question is in the | 
negative. The answer to the third | 
question is that the matter is under the 
consideration of the Government. 


Mr. 7. M. Healy 


| 
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Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS gave 


notice that he should call attention to 
the subject either on the Colonial Vote 
or on the Appropriation Bill. 


IMPERIAL TAXATION. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint 
Boroughs): I beg to ask the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer whether, 
for the sake of enabling the tax 
payers to know the actual total of the 
amount raised in the way of Imperial 
taxation, he will, by means of a statement 


,appended to the final balance-sheet of 
\the Budget of next Session, or other- 


wise, show the amounts received from 
taxation but not actually paid into the 
Treasury, and the corresponding grants 
in aid paid to local authorities ? 

Tae CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micnaet Hicks Beacn, 
Bristol, W.): The hon. Member will 
find the information he desires in the 
teturn of Public Income and Expendi- 
ture annually moved for by the right hon. 
Member for East Wolverhampton. The 
Return for 1895-6 is complete, and will 
be issued immediately. 


FIRE IN MAIL VAN (GREAT NORTHERN 
RAILWAY, IRELAND). 

Mr. MACALEESE: TIT beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as representing 
the Postmaster General, can he explain 
upon what principle the Postmaster 
General is considering the propriety of 
giving gratuities to certain persons who 
assisted in extinguishing the recent fire 
in a mail van on the Great Northern 
Counties Railway, Ireland, seeing that 
the Post Office is in no way responsible 
for the fire by which the mail van was 
consumed ; how many claims have been 
lodged with the Company or the Post 
Office, or both, for compensation in this 
case, and what is the aggregate sum 
claimed up to the present time ; and, 
has the Post Office, and not the railway 
company, paid all or any of those claims ; 
and, if so, will he explain on what 
grounds ? 

Sir J.GORST : Should the Postmaster 
General decide to give some gratuity to 
the persons who assisted in extinguishing 
the fire in the mail van on the occasion 
referred to by the hon. Member, he will 
do so on the principle that it is desirable 
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to encourage efforts to save the mails | 
when in danger or to recover them if 
lost. About 50 claims have been lodged 
with the Postmaster General, and the 
aggregate amount may be roughly esti- 
mated at about £30. My right hon. 
Friend is not aware whether any sepa- 
rate demands forcompensation have been 
made upon the railway company. The 
payments have been made by the Post- 
master General in pursuance of the 
undertaking into which he has entered 
with the public to pay, as an act of 
grace, compensation for parcels and 
registered letters. 


TRANSIT OF LIVE STOCK BY RAIL. 

Mr. FIELD: I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade whether he 
has received any communication from 
the railway managers in respect to the 
promised improvements for the more 
humane transit of live stock by rail ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or tur BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. C. T. Riven, Croy- 
don) : No, Sir, not yet. 

Mr. FIELD asked for information as 
to the steps that were being taken by the 
railway companies. 

Mr. RITCHIE: T cannot expect the 
railway companies to give me_ infor- 
mation as to every stage of their pro- 
ceedings. 


FAST LONDON WATER SUPPLY. 

Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal 
Green, S.W.): I beg to ask the President 
of the Local Government Board whether 
his attention has been called to the 
report of an inquest on a child held at 
Poplar on Monday last, when Dr. 
Cooper Harrison, the medical witness, 
attributed the existing prevalence of 
fatal cases of diarrhwa among children 
in the East End of London to the scanty 
supply of water, and also stated that in 
his own house the water was not turned 
on more than one hour a day, and that 
there was a filthy deposit in the water 
supplied ; and whether, in these circum- 
stances, he will make further represen- 
tations to the East London Water 
Company of the urgent necessity for im- 
proving both the quantity and the quality 
of the water which they are supplying 
to their customers ? 
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Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: The President 


has seen the report which has appeared 


in the newspapers of the inquest, and is 


| aware of the statements of Dr. Harrison 


which are referred to in the Question. 
As regards the supply of water to Dr. 
Harrison’s house, the President is in- 
formed by the East London Company 
that the supply of water was from 7 to 
9 in the morning, and from 1 to 3 in 
the afternoon. ‘This supply was for 
four hours, and he is unable to give any 
explanation of the supply being for less 
than six hours. With regard to the 
quality of the water, the company have 
forwarded samples of water which were 
yesterday drawn from the communication 
pipe supplying Dr. Harrison's house, 
and, so far as these samples are concerned, 
there is no evidence of any turbidity or 
other deposit in the water supplied, and 
the Local Government Board are not 
aware of any general complaint as to the 


|quality of the water. As regards the 


prevalence of fatal cases of diarrhcea 
among young children in the East End 
of London, the President understands 
that the usual autumnal increase of 
diarrhea has been somewhat exceptional 
this year, both in London and in many 
other towns. There is generally an ex- 
ceptional increase when excess of tem- 
perature is combined with deficient rain- 
fall, but there is no evidence to show 
that there is any increase in deaths from 
this cause in East London in consequence 
of the diminished supply of water in the 
district. Indeed, the published Returns 
for the last few weeks show that in cer- 
tain divisions of London, and other 
towns where there has been no deficiency 
in the water supply, the increase in the 
number of deaths from diarrhea has 
been greater than in the East district of 
the Metropolis The President has been 
in constant communication with the 
East London Water Company, and he 
has no reason to doubt that they are 
fully realising the necessity of giving as 
large a quantity of water as the circum- 
stances will admit. 


MALTON COUNTY COURT. 

Mr. GRANT LAWSON: I beg to 
ask the Attorney General whether the 
Lord Chancellor will take steps to remedy 
the great inconvenience caused by the 
fact that the Registrar of the Malton 
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has appointed a deputy who is not 
resident therein ? 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
Ricuarp Wesster, Isle of Wight) : The 
Lord Chancellor is in communication 
with the County Court Judge and the 
Registrar respecting the matter. 


OLD-AGE PENSIONS COMMISSION. 

Mr. LIONEL HOLLAND (Tower 
Hamlets, Bow and Bromley): I beg to ask 
the First Lord of the Treasury whether 
it was intended to exclude the Commis- 
sion on Old-Age Pensions by the terms 
of reference to it from considering any 
scheme for pensions which are not 


{COMMONS} 
County Court has left the district, and | 
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grounds, the Government would direct 
the attention of the Indian authorities 
to the memoranda on the subject by the 
Army Sanitary Commission, and to the 
remedial measures suggested by them ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: In answer to the Question on 
the Paper, and that of the hon. Gentle- 
man opposite, I have to say that there 
is no doubt as to the gravity of the 
present state of things. We understand 
that there is a dispute whether, and how 
far, this state of things is due to recent 
legislation. The Government will con- 
sider the propriety of an Inquiry, either 
by Committee or otherwise, to decide 
the controversy as to the facts. 


directly contributed to by the people | 


who are to enjoy them ; 


he will consider the desirability of so 


. | 
enlarging the terms of reference as to 
empower the Commissioners, if they so | 


desire, to take into consideration 
proposals of Mr. Charles Booth 
other schemes which demand only in- 
direct contribution on the part of the 
pensioners ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tut TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Banrour, Man- | 
chester, E.): 1t appears to us that the 
schieenee to the Commission is already | 
wide e nough to aan the whole me a 
of the - \ 
EB, <sse. the a. ne ania 
to us and say that they are restricted 
by the reference, the question of recon- 
sidering the reference will be carefully 
dealt with. 





EUROPEAN TROOPS IN INDIA. 

Masor RASCH: I beg to ask the 
First Lord of the Treasury whether he 
will consider the advisability of ap 
pointing a Committee, next Session, to 
inquire into the working of the Con- 
tagious Diseases Acts with reference to 
the British Ariny quartered in India ? 

Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, 
H[oxton) asked the First Lord of the 
Treasury whether his attention had been 
called to the views repeatedly expressed 
by the Army Sanitary Commission, that 
the system of the Contagious Diseases 
Acts in India had proved a failure, and 
that its reinstitution could not conse- 
quently be advocated on sanitary 
grounds ; and whether, considering 
these views and the strong opposition 
which existed to such measures on moral 
Mr. Grant Lawson. 


the | 
and | 


and, whether | 


BRITISH TRADE. 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central): I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Treasury, if the attention of the 
Government has been directed to the 
| suggestion made on Friday last by the 
late Prime Minister, the Earl of Rose- 
| bery, thatan Inquiry should be instituted, 
| short, practical, and exhaustive, into the 
causes of the decline of British seade and 
the alarming increase of that of our 
foreign rivals, more particularly in the 
“decline i in the exports of British produce 
1872 and 1894 of £2 9s. 9d. 
lad cad of the population, and in the 
increase between 1883 and 1893 of 30 
per cent. in the importation of German 
manufactured goods, and of £13,000,000 
in the imports of foreign manufactured 
articles ; and, if Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will take steps in that direction, 
notwithstanding theindustrial prosperity 
temporarily succeeding the recent years 
of acute depression ! 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS: May | 
ask whether the right hon. Gentleman is 
aware that the annual average exports 
from Great Britain from 1885- 89 were 
£226,000,000, whereas from 1890-94 
they were £234,000,002; and, whether 
he is also aware that the average exports 
from Germany during the first period—— 
*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! It 
is quite out of order for an hon. Member 
to read out a number of extracts from 
Blue-books and ask a Minister whether 


| 





























he is aware of the facts contained in 
them 
Si H. VINCENT: They are all 


wrong, Sir. ! Laughter.| 











113 South Africa 


{7 Aucust 1896} 


114 


Committee. 


Tue FIRST LORD or tuz TREA-, which precede the Colonial Voie. I hope 
SURY: The question of the amount of | there will be time to discuss all the 
British as compared with foreign trade | Votes. 
is being carefully watched by the Board | 


Trade, who are engaged in collecting 
materials on the subject for publication. 


The colonial aspect of the question is | 


being carefully examined into at the 
same time by the Colonial Office. Until 
we have the results of these investiga- 
tions before us it would be premature to 
decide whether further inquiry is neces- 
sary or not. 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT: May I 
ask the right hon. Gentleman whether 
his attention has been called to a letter 


of Lord Rosebery’s in this morning’s | 


papers, in which the writer says that 
his speech 

“ was intended to arouse the attention of our 
commercial classes to the grave inroads which 
are being made on our commerce by Foreign 
Powers. What is really wanted is a small Com- 
mission of Inquiry.” 


[‘‘Order, order ! "| 
Rosebery’s. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: I should say that an inquiry 
could hardly be, in Lord Rosebery’s 
words, at the same time short, practical, 
and exhaustive. If it were shore it 
could hardly be exhaustive, and if ex- 
haustive it could hardly be short. 
| Laughter. | 


Well, it is Lord 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

Sir W. HARCOURT: With refer- 
ence to the Motion which the right hon. 
Gentleman has been good enough to put 
down as the second Order of the day, I 
find on examination that the matter is 
of great importance to the Imperial 
Finance, and I hope the right hon. 
Gentleman will not bring it on later 
than 11 o'clock. 


Toe FIRST LOAD or tHe TREA- 


Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
My question was whether the right hon. 
Gentleman was going to take the Colonial 
Vote to-night or to-morrow ? 

THe FIRST LORD or true TREA- 
SURY: Ido not propose to take any 
Votes to-morrow. With regard to 
to-morrow the first Order of the day will 
of course be the West Highland Railway 
Guarantee Bill, and after that I propose 
to put down Measures which I hope will 
be regarded as uncontroversial. 

Mr. McLEOD: I think only one 
night has been given to the Scotch 
Votes. I should be glad to know when 


the remainder will be taken. 


SURY: I should be glad to meet the | 


wishes of the right hon. Gentleman, and 
I hope he will do his best to help the 
Government to get through as many 
Votes as possible before that hour. 


sir KE. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT | 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall): May I ask the) 
right hon. Gentleman whether he is | 


going to take the Colonial Vote to-night 
or to-morrow | 

Tue FIRST LORD or roe TREA- 
SURY: I think there are other Votes 


| 


THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: I hope we may get through the 


very few remaining Scotch Votes 
to-night. 
*Sir C. DILKE (Gloucestershire, 


Forest of Dean): May I ask the right 
hon. Gentleman the First Lord of the 
Treasury whether there is any founda- 
tion for the rumour that the Military 
Lands Bill is to be withdrawn ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: I have very little hope that 
that Bill can be taken in the course of 
the present Session. 

Sir A. ROLLIT (Islington, 8.): May 
I ask whether the London University 
Commission Bill will be proceeded with 
to-night or at all ! 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: Certainly not to-night ; and as 
rumour has reached me of opposition to 
the Bill, I do not myself entertain any 
very lively hope that it can be proceeded 
with. 


SOUTH AFRICA COMMITTEE, 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkealdy 
Burghs) asked whether the Motion to 
nominate the South African Committee 
would be taken to-night ? 

THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said it would not be taken to- 
night or to-morrow. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I wish to ask 
the First Lord of the Treasury whe- 
ther he has taken note of the fact 
that there is only one Irish Member 
nominated on this Committee, and 
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whether the nearest proportion to which , 


the Irish Party are entitled is two? I 


would also ask whether one Member has 
been deducted from the Opposition or 


from the Government ? 
Tne FIRST LORD 
SURY: From the Government. 
Mr. T. M. HEALY: 


Whips of the Irish Party have consented 
to this arrangement ? 
Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) rose 
to ask a further Question, when 
*Mr. SPEAKER said: This is raising 


a Debate on a subject which can be dis- | 


cussed when the names of the Committee 
are submitted to the House. 
hear ! ”| 

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked whether 
there should not be an original Motion 
put from the Chair that the Committee 
should consist of 15 Members, so as to 
give hon. Members an opportunity of 
moving an Amendment with a view to 
increasing the number ? 

THE 
SURY: I believe precedent has been 
strictly followed. When the Committee 
about to be nominated does not exceed 
15 Members, it is not usual to specify 
the number. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: May I ask 
whether it would be in order to move at 
the commencement, when the Motion 
came on, that this Committee do consist 
of 17 Members ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Notice must be 
given of any Amendment of that kind. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: With notice it 
can be done 2 

*Mr. SPEAKER: With notice the 
hon. Member can propose to add other 
Members, if the House increases the 
number of the Committee. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I suppose the 
Government would have no objection, 
in view of the importance of this Com- 
mittee, to postpone the consideration of 
it until Monday ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : I do not propose to take it to- 
night if it is seriously opposed. 

Mr. A. O'CONNOR (Donegal, E.) : 
May I ask you, Sir, whether it will not 
be open to any hon. Member to propose 
the addition of any names to the Com- 
mittee ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Notice must be 
given of such a Motion, as T have said. 


Mr. T. M. Healy. 


{COMMONS} 


or THE TREA- | 


May I ask | 


the right hon. Gentleman whether the) 


[‘* Hear, | 


FIRST LORD or tHe TREA-! 
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| 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 
(Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cuairman cf 


Ways and Mrans, in the Chair. | 


(TWENTY-FIRST ALLOTTED DAY.) 


ARMY ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 
1. Motion made, and Question pro- 
| posed, 


“That a sun, not exceeding £100, be granted 
to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge fer the 
Ordnance Factories (the cost of the Productions 
of which will be charged to the Army, Navy, 
and Indian and Colonial Governments), which 
will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March 1897,”— 


*Caprain CECIL NORTON (New- 
ington, W.) moved to reduce the Vote 
by £50, explaining that his real desire 
was to see it increased by many thou- 
sands. His contention was that the 
Government was bound to lead the way 
as a model employer of labour. On the 
Sth of August 1890, the late Mr. W. H. 
Smith, then Leader of the House, said : 


“In common with all who are responsible for 
the Government of the country he regarded it 
as a matter of the highest importance that the 
men who are employed in Her Majesty’s dock- 
yards and arsenals should be well paid and con- 
tented. He was sure that the House of Com- 
mons would not desire to underpay any servants 
of the Crown.” 


In the discussion on Mr. Buxton’s 
Motion in 1891, Mr. Plunket announced 


“that the Government would insert a provisicn 
in Government contracts to secure the payment 
by contractors of the rates of wages generally 
accepted as current in each trade for competent 
workmen.” 


His contention was that the Govern- 
ment, while perceiving the mote that 
was in the contractor’s eye, had failed to 
cast the beam out of their own eye. 
They compelled contractors to pay stan- 
dard rates of wages to their workmen, 
whereas, when they employed these men 
directly they failed to pay their rates of 
What was the current rate of 
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wages for the 
those workmen at Woolwich, whose case 
he desired to bring before the Com- 
mittee? They might be termed 
skilled labourers, but as a matter of fact, 
they were to a certain extent skilled, and 
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Public bodies and private 


}employers alike had found that the best 
|standard for the current rate of wages 


un-| 


did practically the same class of labour | 


worked for the firm 
Yewcastle, or Mather 
He main- 


as the men who 
of Armstrong, of N 


> 
and Platt, of Manchester. 


tained that 22s. per week at Newcastle, | 


and 23s. per week at Manchester, was 
far superior to 24s. at Woolwich. 
the Government of the wealthiest coun- 
try in the world, with a revenue of 
a hundred millions sterling, was pay- 
ing its employés at Woolwich 19s. 6d. 
a week. There was a law 
country that no man should be allowed 
to starve. They ought to go a step 
further and lay it down that no com- 
petent workman who was willing to 
work should be employed at iess than 
a fair wage. He ought not to be em- 
ployed at starvation wages, and he main- 
tained that a large number of Govern- 
ment workmen are employed at  starva- 
tion wages. It was constantly 
that this was a question of supply and 
demand. But the Government had 
stultified themselves twice over in con- 
nection with this point: for they were at 
the present moment employing at 19s. 6d. 
a number of men who, four or five years 
ago were doing precisely the same work 
for 17s., and who some years previously | 
were doing it for 15s. 
was a question of supply and demand, | 
surely it would be only fair to apply the 
principle all round. Why not, for ex- 
aunple to the Treasury Bench ? 


in this | 


stated | 


Yet | 





| 
| 
| 


| 


But suppose it | ‘holidays, 


| 


was the trades union rate. A report on 

this subject, published in 1893, showed 
that the Woolwich Local Board paid 24s, 
and Plumstead Board of Works, 24s., 


while private employers there paid 
practically the same rate; whereas 
the Government rate was 19s. 6d. 


Woolwich was 8s. and 
whereas in Chatham it was only 
in Pembroke, 3s., and in Ports- 
mouth, 4s.; in other words, 19s. was 
just as good in Pembroke as 24s. 
Woolwich. He had fixed on 24s. be- 
cause a Minority Report of the Labour 
Commission laid that down as the mini- 
mum sum upon which a man, his wife, 
and family could live in common decency. 
That a public servant should not be en- 
titled to a decent house and sufficient 
food in a country like this was monstrous. 
He frankly admitted that there were 
certain advantages connected with 
Government employment. The Govern- 
ment never went bankrupt, and there wasa 
certain prestige attaching to Government 
employment, but putting that aside there 
was no other advantage whatever. Con- 
tinuity of employment was given equally 
in good private establishments, and the 
prospect of advancement was as great in 
them as in Government factories. It 
was supposed that Government em- 
ployés obtained a larger proportion of 
but that was not the case. 
The men in the Royal factory were in 
no better position ‘than the men who 
worked for the best private firms. As 


House rent in 
8s. 6d., 
4s. 6d., 


} : ae 
There | regards sick pay, what was the position 


were doubtless many gentlemen opposite, | of the Government employés? They 


even below the Gangway, who would be | 


must serve three years before they be- 


prepared to hold many of their offices at came entitled to that pay, and then they 


a considerably reduced salary. Or take | 
the case of the officers of the Army, whose | 
pay had not been increased for some 
generations. 
young men, not inferior in any respect to 
their predecessors, presenting themselves 
for about a hundred vacancies. Had the 


There were hundreds of friendly 


| 


| week for 52 weeks after that. 


British taxpayer ever suggested that the | 
pay of the officers of the Army should be | 


reduced? Certainly not. 
taxpayer was prepared to pay top wages 
for the best material ; he was well aware 
that it was economy in the end. Whe- 
ther on moral or economic grounds, it 


The British | 


| provide themselves 


were entitled to two months’ sick pay 
during the year. Contrast this with the 
‘position of a member of a really good 
society. After six months’ 
payments, the payee became entitled to 
/ 12s. a week for 26 weeks, and 6s. per 
Further, 
in the event of his death, his widow 
became entitled to a bonus of £10, and 
he would receive £5 if his wife died. 
Consequently, for 6d. a week men could 
with greater ad- 
vantages than were given by the Govern- 
ment. Ofcourse, there was the question 


was good policy to pay the standard rate | of medical attendance, and he was given 











119 


to understand that this cost the Govern- 
ment ls. per week. But why should the 


Supply. 
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A statement drawn up by the same 
authority gave facts that would enable 


men be penalised because the Govern- | the Committee to realise their position. 


ment managed so badly, when they could 
contract with any good friendly society 
for the sum of 6d. ? 
sumed, a general desire for some system 
of superannuation, and personally he 
was strongly in favour of that. He 
should have supposed that Members 
occupying the other side of the House, 
who had so strongly advocated both 
old-age pensions and workmen’s dwell- 
ings, would be equally in favour of that. 
He would be glad to see it applied the 
whole country over, but until that could 
be done, let it apply to Government em- 
ployés. Then, as to injury pay. Any 
man injured in the course of his employ- 
ment was entitled to full pay for three 
months, and while under the doctor’s 
sare; but, on the other hand, the Govern- 
ment contracted themselves out of the 
Employers’ Liability Act, and no com- 
pensation was paid to the relatives of a 
man fatally injured. It would be said 
that the Government did all it could for 
the widows, but that amounted to getting 
employment such as bag-making out of 
charity, but the widow had no claim 
against the Government. When a man 
was injured during his employment, and 
the injury was not due to his own negli- 
gence, the sufferer should be generously 
treated, it being borne in mind that 
unless assisted he would ultimately come 
upon the rates. He estimated that it 
would cost about £30,000 additional to 
act in common justice towards these 
labourers in Government employ, raising 
the wages to 24s., the current rate in the 
London area. The workmen at Wool- 
wich were at a disadvantage as compared 
with those in the employment of private 
firms in that they were bound to keep up 
what might be called an appearance of 
sham respectability, and so it was found 
that, after these regular hours of em- 
ployment, some of them eked out their 
wretched wages by costermongering. 
He would venture to read an extract 
from a gentleman who was an ornament 
of the Church to which he belonged, the 
rector of Woolwich :— 


There was, he pre- 


“1 feel very strongly that sixpence per hour 
for a week of 48 hours is the minimum you can 
call a fair wage in the County of London. The 
claim as to privileges is nonsense.” 


Captain Cecil Norton. 





A labourer earned 20s. a week and had 
to support a wife and two children. 
For two rooms he paid 4s. a week, and 
his weekly expenditure on meat was 
2s. 6d. On this he performed exhaust- 
ing physical labour, helping to make 
that material without which our defen- 
sive forces would be valueless. Thirty 
millions annually were spent on these 
defensiveforces, and this man, engaged in 
the work of providing the material, was 
confined to 24d. worth of meat per day. 
It should be remembered that in Woo!l- 
wich workmen had not the advantage of 
cheap markets workmen had elsewhere, 
and on a fair estimate it might be said 
that 24s. a week in Woolwich was equal 
to 20s. in Portsmouth. Woolwich was 
one of those places indicated by Mr. 
Booth as the darkest spots in England. 
With these men in a position oscillating 
between independence and  pauperism, 
their wives and daughters were situated 
amid all the allurements of a garrison 
town, surrounded by temptations to 
drink and immorality. This was a stat 
of things that should not exist in con- 
nection with Government employment. 
Many years ago, upon the discussion of the 
ten hours’ Bill, a great writer who had 
shed lustre on the literatureof his country 
made use of the following words :-— 

“Tt concerns the commonwealth that the great 
body of the people should not live in a way which 
makes life wretched and short, which enfcebles 
the body and pollutes the mind ; ” 


and, paraphrasing that, he concluded his 
appeal to the Government by saying 
it was their duty so to act that 
every class in the community might at 
least be afforded the opportunity of living 
in a way which made life brighter and 
longer, which invigorated the body and 
purified the mind. He moved the re- 
duction of the vote by £50, 

*CoLtonEL HUGHES (Woolwich) said 
he did not think it was the fault of the 
Government that the War Department 
were not liable for injuries under the 
Employers’ Liability Act, for, if he 
rightly remembered, when the last Bill 
on the subject was going forward, the 
Government assented to a clause im- 
posing that liability, and, no doubt, 
when an amending Bill was again before 
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Parliament, they would again assent. ;6$d. an hour now, though formerly 6d. 
He thoroughly believed that the an hour was the rate. That made 27s. 
Financial Secretary to the War Office | for a week of 50 hours, and side by side 
desired that the labourers should be paid | with the men receiving that wage, were 


the wages current in the district, but|the men from the arsenal earning only 
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5d. an hour was not the current rate. 
Local information would convince the 
hon. Gentleman of that. When the 
hours of labour in the arsenal were re- 
duced by the late Secretary for War, it 
was stated that this should not affect 
the rate of pay. 


in Newcastle and the wages paid in 
London. He was quite willing to reckon 
at the former rate, if a proper allowance 
were made for the increased rent in 
London. The rent question must be 


taken into account, since there was an | 
Act of Parliament to forbid overcrowd- | 


ing. If there were a desire to pay the 
current rate of wages, let the Govern- 
ment find out what it was. 
two ago the Labour Department of the 


Board of Trade was instructed to find | 


unskilled | 


out the current rate for 
labourers at Woolwich, among others. 
No doubt that Report was confidential, 
but in 1896 a Report was presented to 
the House for the year 1894, and from 
the figures quoted he was sure that the 


Labour Department must have reported | 


that the current rate was 6d. to 64d. an 
hour for unskilled labourers. 
was so the Report had not been acted 
up to. As to the men above or below 
the full age, he did not press ; but with 


regard to fully competent unskilled work- | 
men, the Government must say whether | 


they thought 20s. a week a sufficient 
wage. The right hon. Member for Stir- 
ling, when Secretary of State for War, 


said that the Government were anxious | 


to avoid any act or omission which would 
betoken indifference to the welfare of 
the workmen, or which could be quoted 
by private employers as a justification 
for illiberal dealings with their workmen. 
In 1893, speaking on the question of 
sweating, the present Financial Secre- 
tary to the War Office said : ‘‘ This is a 
national question with which no parish 
can adequately deal. It 
which the Government alone can cope.’’ 
He went down to the arsenal the other 


day and made inquiries of the con- | 


tractors, Messrs. Johnson, who were 
acting under the Fair Wages Resolution. 


They had 60 labourers who were paid | 


A comparison was | 


sometimes made between the wages paid | 


A year or | 


It that | 


is one with | 


20s. a week. Ifa Fair Wages Resolu- 
|tion were forced on the contractors, it 
ought at least to be observed by the 
Government themselves. At the time 
of the General Election, the Leader of 
the House issued a programme of Union- 
ist policy to his Manchester constituents, 
Paragraph 13 of which was ‘‘ Fair 
wages to Government workmen.’’ He 
copied that paragraph into his own pro- 
| gramme, thinking that it would be safer 
to do so; and he felt that that was a 
pledge on his part. But the present 
Government had been in Office 18 
months, and, as private Members’ time 
had been taken away they were power- 
less. He should certainly vote in favour 
of the Motion, if he felt it necessary to 
‘enforce a proper sense of responsibility 
in this matter on the War Office ; but 
he understood that the Government were 
| willing to give attention to the matter. 
If a Committee were appointed now, 
nothing could be done this Session. But 
if no steps were taken before next Ses- 
sion to remedy the grievance, he should 
feel justified in calling attention to 
Paragraph 13 of the First Lord of the 
Treasury's programme, and in moving 
for the appointment of a Committee. 
His political existence depended upon his 
performing his promises to his constitu- 
ents, and he should endeavour to fulfil 
them. 

Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Tro THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Powett- 
| WiLLIAMs, Birmingham, 8.) said that 
the Government approached this subject 
with no adverse or hostile spirit. In 
| eases of this kind it was much easier to 
say yes than no. But the Government 
and Parliament were trustees of the tax- 
| payers’ money, and they were not en- 
titled to spend it without sufficient cause 
|being shown. Was the Government, 
| then, required to pay a practically settled 
rate of wages, or was it required to pay 
the wages which were current in each 
particular district ? If the Government 
paid a rate of wages which was higher 
than the current rate of wages given in 
the district the difference must be made 
‘up by somebody, and obviously it must 
be by the taxpayers of the country. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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That was to say, they were going to| 
take taxes paid, say, by a Dorsetshire | 
labourer receiving 14s. a week, in order | 
to enhance the wages of a certain class | 
of workmen in London, and those by 
no means the worst off. If they were 
to adopt a principle of that kind they 
would very soon hear from the Dorset- 
shire labourer, who would want to know 
when his turn was coming. The ques- 
tion them was whether or not 
they were paying the current wage in the 
district. Now, the Member for Wool- 
wich had cited the case of Messrs. John- 
There could not be a better case to 
show that in dealing with matters of 
this kind they must be extremely 
cautious to compare things which were 
actually on the same basis. When they 
spoke of 24s. or 20s. a week, they must 
ask for what it was paid and the condi- 
tions under which the service was given. 
Now, what was the answer in regard to 
Messrs. Johnson? They informed him 
that the number of men employed by 
them varies from time to time. The men 
work 50 hours a week for 40 weeks, and 
they get 27s. a week; they work 47 
hours a week for six weeks, and they get 


between 


son. 


25s. 5d. ; and they work 44 hours a 
week for six weeks, and they get 
23s. 10d. But mark the class of 


labourers 
of aselected class. 
Johnson say :— 


these were. They were men 
For what did Messrs, 


“Those who received 63d. an hour cannot 
fairly be described as unskilled. They must be 
good nayvies or excavators or bricklayers’ 
labourers, accustomed to scaffolding work, men 
of superior physique, and of considerable ex- 
perience, and who find their own picks and 


shovels. Ordinary labourers would get 6d. only 
and even these must be full-grown, active 
men.” 

These men did not compare in any 


degree with the lowest class of labourers 
employed at the Ordnance factories. 
[dn won. Menper: ‘‘ Why not ?’’} 
Why not ! Because they are a selected, 
skilled class. 

Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal 
Green, 8. W.) : Not those paid 6d. 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS : Yes, 
they are selected in regard to strength, 
age, and experience. And if they went 
to a class of men of that kind, he said at 
once that they had plenty of them em- 
ployed at Woolwich, but they were not 
men receiving 20s. or 24s. a week, but 
Financial Secretary to the War Office. ' 
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men receiving wages fully equivalent to 
the wages stated by Messrs. Johnson to 
be paid by them. 

Mr. T. LOUGH (Islington, W.): 
The hon. Gentleman has read out that 
ordinary labourers receive 6d. 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS: The 
point is not as to the detail of the pay- 
ment, but the class of men employed, 
and what I say is that where we have 
labourers of that character we pay a 
great deal more than the maximum 
wage of 20s. a week. The wages paid 
by the Woolwich Local Board had been 
cited. He knew that that Board were 
paying 24s. a week, but whatfor? The 
men in the employment of the Woolwich 
Local Board worked 48 hours a week for 
five months, and 56} hours for seven 
months, so that they worked on an 
average all the year round 53 hours per 
week. Now, 24s. per week for 53 hours 
was 21s. 9d. a week for 48 hours. There- 
fore, it would be seen that the Woolwich 
Local Board paid its men 24s. a week 
under conditions far more onerous than 
those under which the employés at the 
Ordnance factories worked. But take 
the case a little further. He had made 
careful inquiry as to the wages aid in 
the Woolwich district ; and it resulted 
in this, that unquestionably, when the 
privileges and advantages of the Ord- 
nance factory labourers of the lowest 
class were taken into account, the sum 
which they received weekly was fully 
equal to that which they would get in 
private employment. He had_ before 
him the names of ten firms, the largest 
employers of labour in the district. The 
first thing that came out was that the 
men who were in the service of these 
private contractors did not work 48 
hours a week as the ordnance factory 
hands did, but 54 hours, and they 
worked without any of the privileges 
which were enjoyed in the Government 
establishment. He would take the case 
of an employer ‘‘ D,’’ which looked, on 
the face of it, against himself. ‘‘D”’ 
employed his men for 54 hours a weck, 
and he paid them £1 7s. But a man 
was not kept if he was not considered 
worth the money. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
What did that show? It showed that 
this was a selected class of labourer, 
whereas in the Ordnance factory, he was 
not dealing with a selected class of 
labour. [An Hon. Member: ‘‘ You 
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ought to!’’] Take, again, the case of 
““F.’? They worked their labourers 
for 54 hours a week, and they paid a 
guinea ; and they stated that they had 
no difficulty whatever in getting labour 
at that rate. A guinea for 54 hours 
was 18s. 8d. for 48 hours, and there 
was not a man in Government employ- 
ment who was not getting more than 
18s. 8d. It was further shown that the 
men working 54 hours a week at 24s. 
must be labourers of a particular skilled 
class, required to perform certain work, 
and when their wages were worked out 
they came at 48 hours to 21s. 3d. 
Another point which should not be for- 
gotten was that the occupation of the 
Government workmen was continuous. 
Dealing with the case as it actually 
existed at the Ordnance factory, he said 
that the question of the minimum rate 
of wages affected a comparatively few 
men. ‘The figures which he would quote 
to the Committee were given on the 
assumption that the privileges which 
those men enjoyed would work out to 
the value of 6d. per week. He believed 
that in the time of the late Government 
a careful investigation was instituted, 
with the result that the subject was 
examined over three consecutive years. 
The privileges worked out in one year 
at 1ld., the following year at about 10d., 
and in another year to something over 
ls. But taking the figure at 6d. in con- 
nection with the question of privileges, 
he showed that there were four-and-a- 
half days full pay for holiday, medical 
attendance to which the men were en- 
titled, sick pay if a man served three 
years, and a gratuity of £1 for every 
year’s service after the completion of 
seven years. There were 428 skilled 
labourers and 645 unskilled labourers 
who nominally received pay of less than 
24s. per week. Of the 428 labourers, 
242 received pay equivalent to 23s. 6d. 
a week, assuming that the advantages 
were worth 6d. He was speaking of the 


Ordnance factories as a whole. There 
were eight who received 28s., 17, 
22s. 6d., 64°22s., 97 21s. 6d.;_ it 


would thus be seen that only a small 
portion of 160 were receiving less than 
22s. 6d. a week. This was skilled 
labour, but it should be borne in mind 
that among the skilled men there were 
some boys who remained on because they 
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they could earna fair wage. Of the 
645 labourers less than 100 of them re- 
ceived less than 21s. on the calculation 
that the privileges were worth 6d. a 
week ; 117 received 23s., 111 received 
22s. 6d., and 318 received 21s. 6d. Thus, 
when the hon. Member who moved this 
Xesolution spoke of 24s. a week, he 
would see that the Government was not 
very far off his ideal after all. The 
whole question was whether, according 
to what was ascertained to be the cur- 
rent rate in the district, the Government 
ought to go beyond that sum. In 1894 
the late Government went carefully into 
the question ; they examined the case as 
he had examined it for himself. They 
endeavoured to ascertain accurately what 
was the current rate in the district, and, 
satisfied that the Government rate was 
somewhat below the current rate, they 
raised the Government rate to what they 
believed from the evidence to be the 
current rate paid in the district. The 
question now was: ‘‘ Has the current 
rate in the district of Woolwich changed 
since 1894, when the late Government 
came to the conclusion that the level to 
which they raised their wages satisfied 
that current rate ?’’ Having most care- 
fully looked into the question, he failed 
to get evidence which convinced him 
that, all things taken into account, the 
Government was not still paying what 
was the current rate in the district. But 
he was authorised by the Secretary of 
State for War to say a good deal more 
than that. The Secretary of State had 
himself given personal attention to the 
matter, and he was perfectly willing to 
receive any communication that could be 
made to him upon it. It was said that 
the Secretary of State had declined to 
receive a deputation which the Wool- 
wich Local Board wished to send him in 
relation to the wages paid in the Ord- 
nance factory. The Committee, however, 
would remember that when the Wool- 
wich Local Board asked the Secretary of 
State to pay 24s. a week to the lowest 
class of labourer they were asking the 
Secretary of State to do that which they 
did not do themselves. The Woolwich 
Local Board were only paying 21s. 9d. 
for 48 hours, though it was true that 
they were paying 24s. for 53 hours. — If 
the Woolwich Local Board was held out 
as a model for the Government to follow 


had not got any other service to go to, and| in relation to wages, it was but fair to 


| 
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ask : ‘* Who elects the Woolwich Local 
Board ?’’? There were 15,000 artisans 


in the employment of the Government at 
Woolwich, and these men elected the 
Local Board ; and he doubted whether 


any rate of wages which the Woolwich | 


Local Board chose to pay must. be 
accepted by the Government, 


own wages. The Government must do 
what it required its contractors to do. | 
[Cheers.| If it required its contractors | 
to pay the current rate of wages in the | 
district, it must also pay the current) 
ate. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ ] The only | 
point was the question of fact. The 
evidence in his possession tended to show 
that the Government were doing this, 
but if that evidence could be shaken by 
any which the hon. Member for Wool- 
wich or West Newington, or others could 


produce showing that the Government | 
were not paying the current rate of | 


wages for the Woolwich district, he said 
on behalf of the War Department and 
the Secretary of State, that the wages 
of the artisans in the ordnance factory 
should be raised to that level. 

*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean) said that if this question 
had sprung up for the first time that 


day, the promise of the hon. Gentleman | 


would be satisfactory. This subject 
had, however, been going on for years, 
and as far as the present Government 
were concerned the question had been 
going on for months. The facts had 
been placed before the Government. re- 
peatedly. Deputations had waited upon 
Members of the Government, and others 
had been wishful to wait upon them, 
but unfortunately had not been received 
in the ordinary way. The Parliamen- 
tary Committee of the Trades Congress, 
for example, had proposed to send a 
deputation. 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS | said 
that that was so, but the Secretary of 
State thought that no advantage would 
be gained by his consenting to receive 
the deputation. He explained, how- 
ever, that if those who proposed to wait 
upon him would lay before him in 
writing what they had to say, he would 


give their representations his careful 
consideration. 
*Sir C. DILKE said that it seemed as 


if the belated assurance now given by 
the Government had only been given 


Mr. Powell- Williams. 
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because they were afraid of the opposi- 
tion of their own supporters. There was 
la tendency on the part of the Govern- 
|ment to force contractors under the Fair 
| Wages Resolution to give better terms 
to those whom they employed than were 
| given by the Government the mselves. 
The hon. Member had at last given a 
satisfactory assurance upon that point, 
| Tecognising that the Government must 

pay in future the rates of wages which 
| they imposed upon their own con- 
tractors. That principle, however, had 
been violated in the past, and was, he 
feared, being violated at the present time. 
In the particular case under discussion, 
fair wages were not being paid to those 
| whom the hon. Member had called the 
lowest class of labourers in the Ordnance 
| Department. He agreed that workmen 
‘ought not to use their electoral power 
for the purpose of obtaining what the 
Financial Secretary for War termed a 
| disproportionate advance in wages. In 
| this case, however, the men received only 
| 20s. a w eek, whieh did not amount to a 
\fair wage, and it could not be said that 
| they were using electoral power to obtain 
|a disproportionate advance. The Finan- 
cial Secretary had argued that in con- 
\sidering this question they must take 
hours of labour into consideration as well 
i“ wages. But regard ought also to be 
| paid to the conditions of existence in the 
| locality where the workmen were em- 
| Ployed, and house rent in Woolwich and 
| Plumstead was very high indeed, there 
| being parts of London where rents were 


The 


lless high. very high rents in 
| Woolwich had led to a general rise in 


wages, with which, however, the wages 
paid by the Government had not kept 
|pace. The question of the value of the 
| privileges accorded to the men in the 
| lowest class of labour had been discussed 
at a meeting of Members and men, and 
the former had satisfied themselves that 
the workmen’s statement was true, that 
an ordinary sound friendly society 
would confer upon them the privileges 
which they obtained from the Goycrn- 
ment for a considerably smaller sum than 
6d. per week. The men whom he had 
seen who performed this lowest class of 
labour were a remarkably good looking 
set, and he could not help thinking that 
the Government were very lucky to get 
the services of such men for the rate of 
wages paid. Some of these men were 
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doing extra work which the Government 
would not wish them to do in order to 
eke out a livelihood. He and other hon. 
Members were shocked and _ horrified 
when they learnt the means by which 
some of these men earned what was 
necessary in order that they might keep 
up the appearance which the Department 
demanded of them. The Financial 
Secretary had said that the wages of 
these men were raised some years ago by 
the late Government. Since that time, 
however, there had been a rise in the 
local rate of wages, amounting probably 
to 6d. a week. The Government, they 
were told, had appealed to the Labour 
Department to advise them upon this 
question. The advice given them had 
not been made public, and he inferred 
from that that the Report of the Depart- 
ment was not favourable to their view, 
and showed that in the case of this lowest 
class of labour they were not paying the 
current rate of wages in the district. 
He had made inquiries, and had only 
succeeded in hearing of one case, in which 
a small number of men were concerned, 
and in which the rate paid was as low 
as the rate paid by the Government. 


Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS said he| 


had a Return compiled by the Board of 
Trade giving the wages paid in London 
and the rates recognised by the National 
Association of Master Builders. A foot- 
note was added by the Board of Trade 
to the effect that the comparison was not 
an exact one, because the latter ‘only 
affected bricklayers’ labourers, whereas 
the Return from the Department referred 
to were classes of ordinary labour. 

*Srr C. DILKE said he was familiar 
with that Return, but he understood 
that the Government promised to inquire 
into this specific question through the 
Labour Department, and he asked 
whether that Department had or had 
not told them they were paying the 
current rate ? 

Mason HENRY BOWLES (Middle- 
sex, Enfield) said there were one or two 
points which he thought the Committee 
should take into consideration before 
they determined this question. The 
Financial Secretary had tried to make 
the Committee believe that Government 
workmen were in a better position than 
workmen in the employ of private firms. 


That was really a fallacy. They had to 
VOL. XLIV. [rourrn sEriEs. | 
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deal with this question from the living 
point of view. The number of hours of 
work might be so curtailed that the 
workmen could not make a proper liveli- 
hood. That was the state of affairs in 
the Government factory in his constitu- 
ency. They had had very slack times, 
and the number of hours, instead of 
being 48 in the week, were often con- 
siderably less, and the men, in his judg- 
ment, were not able to earn a sufficient 
livelihood. Now that the Government 
only gave a gratuity after a man had 
worked seven years of £1 for every year 
of work and no pension, it was absolutely 
necessary, in settling the rate of wages, 
that the amount of money it was _neces- 
sary for a man to put by should be con- 
sidered. The Financial Secretary also 
said that one of the advantages of Gov- 
ernment employment was that it was 
continuous. It was simply surprising to 
note the number of periods of slackness 
which the Government factory in his 
constituency had gone through. He 
felt that the Government ought to doa 
little more than merely pay the lowest 
rate of wages given in a_ particular 
locality. He thought the Government 
ought to set an example to other em- 
ployers, and give a fair wage to the lowest 
labourer in their employ. It was urged, 
also, that Government employés had the 
services of a doctor, but he knew many 
cases in which the men had sought other 
advice because they had no faith in the 
medical officer appointed by the Govern- 
ment, and therefore that advantage miust 
be discounted to that extent. He denied 
that the Government did give continuous 
employment. If a factory was shut for 
stock-taking purposes, the men were not 
allowed to make up the loss at other 
times, and where a man was only re- 
ceiving a wage that just enabled him to 
maintain himself and his family, it was 
very hard on him to be told that the 
factory must be shut for so many days. 
Admiralty men were entirely differently 
treated. They received a pension when 
they reached a certain age; but the War 
Office simply paid the current rate of 
wages, and the men received nothing but 
the gratuity he had spoken of. He 
therefore thought it was wrong to con- 
tend that men working under such con- 
ditions were better off than those work- 
ing for private firms. 
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Mr. PICKERSGILL contended that 


the Government ought to be in the first 
flight of employers, and that their em- 
ployés ought to be the best men of their 
The Financial Secretary had re- 
ferred to the question of hours of work. 
No one recognised the value of the eight 
hours’ day more than he did, but if the 
price of it was to be the reduction of | 


class. 
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understand that they did not minimise 
the importance of this question. It was 
a disagreeable task even to seem for a 
moment to resist an appeal of this kind. 
To comply with the request now made 
would bring popularity to any Govern- 
ment. But the sufferers from such a 
course would be that wider public for 
whom after all they were the trustees. 





wages below the point at which a family | He was quite sure that hon. Gentlemen 
could be maintained in decency, then it| who had spoken on the subject would 
might be dearly purchased. The whole | feel that the general policy of the 
vase of the Financial Secretary was that |Government was one which they might 
the men at Woolwich were now suffering | and ought to accept. They held in the 
for having acquired the eight hours’ |strongest way that the Government 





day. If that was so, it was distinctly | 
contrary to the pledge given by the Gov- | 
ernment. The speech of the hon. Gen- | 
tleman was of a type with which the 
Committee was familiar. The hon. 
Gentleman spoke of the possibility of | 
obtaining men at a lower rate, and told | 
the Committee that they were trustees | 
for the public. So they were, but they | 
were also employers for the public, and | 
as employers for the public they should | 
treat their workmen exactly as they re-| 
quired contractors employed by them to 
treat their workmen. It seemed to him 
that the hon. Gentleman failed to 
grapple with the cx.e put before him of | 
the contractor at Woolwich. He made) 
no distinction between the case of the 
men receiving 63d. an hour’and those 
receiving only 6d. He would cite the 
case of a great company, though he did 
not consider them model employers. 
referred to the London and St. Katha- 
rine’s Dock Company. There was a 
meeting of that Company the other day, 
and the Chairman spoke of the rela- 
tions of the Company with their work- 
men. This dock Company had rea 
cently reorganised their labour  sys- 
tem, and instead of having a floating 
staff, they now had a permanent staff. 
That Company had over 3,000 seamen ; 
it paid them 24s. a week with half pay 
for sickness ; and they were entitled toa 
fair pension. The Government ought to 
be ashamed to employ its workmen on 
terms less favourable than those given 
by a dock company. He thought they 
had a right to complain of the substance 
of the Government reply, and hoped the 
matter would be pressed to a Division, 
Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said the House would readily 


He} 


should be a model employer of labour, 
[Cheers.| They did not think it the 
business of the Government to initiate 
great changes in regard to the labour 
market, but in any district where there 
were Government works the Government 
should be able to say, ‘“ We treat our 
workmen as the good employer in this 
district does and would do.” These 
were the principles they had always laid 
down; these were the principles they 
desired most earnestly to carry out. 
With regard to the particular question 


| of Woolwich, he could assure the Com- 


mittee that the departments concerned 
had done their best to discover what 
was the current rate of wages for the 
various classes of employment in which 
they were concerned. Not only would 
the Government be ready to receive and 
consider any representations which 
might be brought before them tending to 


show that the judgment they had 
formed on the question was an 


erroneous judgment, but they would 
certainly regard it as their duty to 
employ all official means at their com- 
mand to discover for themselves, even 
apart from such representations, what 
was the state of wages that ought to be 
paid to the unskilled and other work- 
men in the employment of the State. 
He hoped that policy would commend 
itself to both sides and would satisfy the 
Committee that the Government were 
not backward in carrying out views 
which they held, not as distinguished 
from their predecessors, but in common, 
he believed with all Governments. If 
he was right in thinking that perhaps he 
had satisfied the Committee as to the 
general excellence of the intentions of 


the Government, they might now be 
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satisfied with the discussion that had 
taken place and proceed to the other 
Votes. [“ Hear!” 

Mr. LOUGH said that he-had heard 
but one statement from the right hon. 
Gentleman with undisguised  satisfac- 
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of State however, that they got as good 
work in 48 hours as in 52, and they might 
as well give the 24s. for the smaller 
number. The hon. Gentleman asked for 
what was the 24s. paid. It was paid in 
order to enable a workman and his 





tion—that this was not a question|wife and family to live decently. 
which affected one party more than} The payment was not made as a bribe to 
another. He regretted the conclu-|some unfortunate fellow to come in and 
sion at which the Government had|do the work for less, it was payment to 
arrived. This question affected the| enable a man to live, because it was the 
lowest paid labourers in the Government | lowest at which he could live considering 
service. While the State treated its|the whole question of London expenses. 
highly paid officials well it treated the | There was no need to make this a party 
poor humble labourer in a_ shabby | question, let it be left for the decision of 
niggardly fashion. The Government had | the House. TheGovernmenthadsuffered 
mixed up the question of wages and hours. | defeat in another place this week, and 
Make these men work 50 or 52 hours, | this would be a good point upon which 
but give them the 24s. They had} to defeat them in the House of Commons. 
evidence on the question of hours from|It would do no harm to this Government 
the late Government. Did the present|or the next. This appeal was made on 
Government go back from the statement | behalf of some 1,000 or 1,100 men, the 
of the late Secretary for War, that as| amount of money involved was not large, 
the result of the experiment of a 48 hours|it was a righteous claim, he hoped it 
week at Woolwich, they found that as| would be pressed to a division and would 
much work and better work was done as | be largely supported from the other side 
had formerly been done in 52 or 53) of the House. 
hours. If they still adhered to that policy| Caprain NORTON said, in reply 
the question of hours did not arise. The|to the Leader of the House, that he 
plea he put forward was that a man | had no desire to trespass on the 
could not live in London on less than| time of the Committee, but would ven- 
24s., and therefore the sum should be|ture to make this one remark, that he 
paid to adult labourers. The hon. Gen-| had had nothing definite in reply to his 
tleman the Financial Secretary was only appeal. He had laid clearly before the 
able to mention one case where an, Committee the state of affairs at Wool- 
employer refused this claim to pay 24s,| wich, that there were men employed at 
a week. The case mentioned was not a/ 20s. a week who had to pay &s. of that 
representative case, and so far as Wool-| for house rent, and therefore had to 
wichand London generally wereconcerned | Support themselves, their wives and 
the evidence was clearly against the | families upon 12s. a week. This was a 
position the Government had taken up.| degrading state of things. As to the 
Speaking broadly, it was a rule that| comparison with the Dorset labourer 
would be accepted by any right-minded | with 10s. or 12s, a week, he at least had 
employer, that the minimum wage of an|a roof over his head. If there was a 
adult workman must not be less than | definite promise in regard to a definite 
24s, number of these Woolwich labourers he 
Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS : I stated | would be satisfied. 
that I had received replies from many| CoLtoneL LOCK WOOD(Essex, Epping) 
large employers in Woolwich district, and | said the question before the Committee 
in no instance were they paying 24s, for was whethertheGovernmentpaid or would 
a week of 48 hours. consent to pay the rate of wages current 
Mr. LOUGH said the hon. Gentleman | in the district, and he confessed that a 
was again mixing up the question of short time before he had considerable 
hours and wages. If it was necessary sympathy with hon. Members opposite, 
that in order to pay their labourers 24s. | but the hon. Member (Mr. Lough), after 
the Government should work them 52) promising not to introduce politics, tres- 
hours, then in God’s name give them passed considerably in that direction. 
the wages and work them the extra hours.| He could not help thinking that the 
It was the opinion of the late Secretary | offer made by the Leader of the House 
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was one that could not fairly be refused, | to these public bodies, could afford to say 
and, though he sympathised with the|« We will pay starvation wages to the 
the object of the hon. Member for New- | }ymbler class of our servants, and pay 
ington, he could not, after the remarks of | __ . : 
s : | extravagantly high the higher branches 
the right hon. Gentleman, vote for the | - te: ne 
Motion if it was carried to a Division. | service,” then assuredly’ he would 
The promise had been made on behalf of liave a stern account to render to the 
the Government to make inquiries and | country when the day of reckoning came. 
receive every representation, and if it; This was no matter for Party recrimina- 
was proved that the current rate of wages | tion. The Tory Party, no more than the 
was below the rate current in the district Liberal Party desired, to have Govern- 
the rate should be raised, and he had no ment labourers underpaid, and all that 
doubt the Government were earnest in| was required was that the House of 
this matter. | Commons should have the courage of its 
Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE (Burnley) | opinions, and declare that the humbler 
thought the Government had not taken | employés of the State should receive a 
up a very distinguished or dignified | fair, a just, a living wage. Anything 
position by the promise they had made. | short ot that would be disastrous to our 
They should not lag behind waiting to see | political system and disgraceful to the 
what private employers paid, and then, | State. 
after pressure in the House, and having | *CoLtonEL HUGHES said that, as 
examples thrust upon them, making a|the Local Board of Health of Wool- 
virtue of necessity, grant the concession.| wich had been referred to, and as 
He desired to meet the question from the ithat was a body of whom he had had 
ordinary Trades Union point of view. | long experience and had great respect, he 
He represented a constituency in which | wished to explain that, after the Royal 
the labour feeling was very strong, and|Commission in 1890 reported in favour 
the prevalent opinion in labour circles-— | of all municipal bodies taking precaution 
and he believed a perfectly justifiable | to insure the payment of wages at rea- 
feeling —was this: that the Government | sonable rates, the Board raised the wages 
were bound to set an example in this | of its employés to 24s., and as a matter 
matter and be, if possibie, in advance of | of fact the situation became thus, that 
private firms, for the Government were | the men who swept the streets got wages 
the largest employers of labour in the | of 24s. while of the men who paid the 
country. Generally speaking, the ordin-| rates many only received 20s. a week. 
ary artisan would consider this from a| Naturally this created a little jealousy. 
broad standpoint. He would say :— Surely the labourer in the arsenal was 
+ Tee a not of a lower character than that of 
ona HG te rt of he sale we Ministry) sweeping the streets. He could not ad 
and at the bottom are these unfortunate | ™¥t that it was any justification for the 
labourers at Woolwich Arsenal receiving a very | Government that some firms paid at a 
poor wage for their work, and he would say, if} lower rate than the Government rate. 
Egan righ enous 0 yas Minister, Sule "The Government should set the example 
right they should be so paid—then surely the for a fair rate. He could not but con- 
country is rich enough to pay a living wage to | trast the manner in which the subject 
these poor labourers.” was treated by the War Department 
with the more generous spirit that 
attended the administration of Naval 
matters. Inthe Inquiry to whichreference 
had been made, the Department would 
be judge in its own case. Ona previous 
occasion inquiries of this nature were 
undertaken by the Board of Trade, and 
if the Leader of the House would give 





That would he the view taken by the 
ordinary artisan. The Leader of the 
House was known to be in general sym- 
pathy with what were called human- 
itarian views, and did he not think that 
the Government should be in a position 
where they could not be assailed for 





paying less wages than county councils 
and other popularly elected bodies paid 
to their servants? If the right hon. 
Gentleman thought the Government 
could afford to take an inferior position 


Colonel Lockwood. 





an assurance that a similar policy should 
be adopted, and that the Labour Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade should advise 
the War Department as to the proper 
rate of pay, it was an offer that should 
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be accepted, but without such an assur- 
ance he thought a Division should be 
taken. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said he thought the statement 
made covered this point. The statement 
was that not only would the War Depart- 
ment use such methods as were open to 
make inquiry as to the rate of wages in 
the district, but that they would employ 
all the official machinery at the disposal 
of the Government for that purpose, and 
that of course included in the first rank 
such assistance as could be given by the 
Board of Trade. 

Mr. J. COLVILLE (Lanark, N.E.) 
said he understood that the hours of 
labour differed in dockyards from the 
hours of contractors, and that therefore 


Supply. 


the rate of payment was relatively not | 


less in the dockyards than with other 
employers. If the Leader of the House 
would give an assurance that dockyard 
employés would not be penalised in con- 
sequence of the difference in hours, no 
doubt this discussion would speedily 
come to a close. 

Mr. ROBINSON SOUTTAR (Dum- 


friesshire) said that he had a very high 


respect for the First Lord of the Trea- | 


sury, and he believed that the right hon. 
Gentleman was entirely disposed to do 
the right thing. But he suggested that 
“reasonable rate of wages” would be a 
better subject for inquiry than “ current 
rate of wages.” ‘Current rate” was 
perfectly applicable to men in a good 
position, but for men on the verge of 
starvation it was scarcely good enough. 


As an old employer of labour he knew | 
how fallacious it was to look simply to}! 


the rate of wages paid, for it did not 
follow that the men worked full time. 
In a case of this kind, the minimum 
standard should be the living wage. 


Mr. J. W. LOGAN (Leicestershire, | 
he had the 
greatest respect for the First Lord of | 


Harborough) said _ that 


the Treasury, but, if he were one of the 
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Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS : I had 
no such thought in my mind; if the 
hon. Member had listened to what I 
said, he would not have received such 
an impression. 

Mr. LOGAN said that the right hon. 
Gentleman had frequently spoken of 
these labourers being an inferior class of 
men. 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS: I did 
not. I spoke of the lowest class of 
labourer ; but that expression had no- 
thing to do with the character of the 
men employed. 


Mr. LOGAN said that the hon. 
Gentleman had described these men 


employed at the arsenal as inferior to 
the labourers employed by private firms 
| for higher wages. But he himself took 
a higher standpoint. He was not con- 
cerned so much that the Government 
should pay the current rate of wages, as 
that they should pay to the men in their 
|employment a wage which would enable 
them to maintain their wives and families 
in decency and comfort. And the wage 
paid to hundreds of men at Woolwich 
|did not enable them to fulfil those 
|conditions. In no party spirit he 
| asked hon. Members opposite to consider 
'the wretched position of men getting 21s. 
a week, and paying 8s. a week in rent. 
What remained to them was but the 
price of a bottle of wine. The con- 
| sequence of such wages was, that the 
men’s wives had to go out to work, and 
the children were neglected. The price 
of that neglect had to be paid in the 
long run by the community. Such wages 
were quite insufficient ; and the Govern- 
ment ought to endeavour to be a model 
employer of labour. 








| Question put, “That a sum, not 
‘exceeding £50, be granted for the said 
Service.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 57 ; 
| Noes, 145.—(Division List, No. 393.) 


unfortunate men at Woolwich with the | 


miserable pittance of 20s. a week, he 
should hardly be satisfied with the state- 
ment of the right hon. Gentleman. 
Neither was he satisfied with the tone 
of the remarks of the Financial Secre- 
tary to the War Office. The hon. 
Gentleman seemed to think that the 
War Office was bound to obtain its 
labour at the lowest possible figure. 


Mayor RASCH called attention to 
the jamming of the Lee-Metford magazine 
rifle, and so rendering the rifle for the 
time absolutely useless and inefficient. 
About a fortnight ago he put a question 
on the subject to the Financial Secretary 

| to the War Office, and the answer given 
to him was that the  Lee-Metford 


magazine rifle was not intended to be 
i] 
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used for blank-cartridge, and that, with | being present, had prepared a Resolution 
regard to ball cartridge, for years the | on this subject which would have raised 
War Office has had no official complaint. | the whole question of the administration 
Such an answer, put forward in the light-| of the Ordnance Factories and _ their 
hearted way in which answers were given | present management. Since a civilian 
to Ministers, to be repeated in the House | had been put at the head of the Ordnance 
to hon. Members, was, he ventured to | Factories by the late Mr. Stanhope some 
say, what they might expect to get at a | years ago, a great change had now come 
peace meeting in Exeter Hall, and it| over the administr ation of the factories. 
was entirely contrary to facts. If the| Judging by the way in which the Esti- 
Financial Secretary would only refer to} mate was presented to Parliament, one 
the Instructions brought out with the} would suppose that the Committee were 
seal and cachet of the War Office, he| voting on the paltry sum of £100, 
would find detailed rules and regulations | whereas if the paper was examined it 
laid down as to how this blank cartridge, w ould be seen that it related to nearly 
which he said was not intended to be| £3,000,000. The questions embraced in 
used in the magazine in the Lee-Metford, ‘the whole Vote included among other 
was to be fired. As to the second and | things the manufacture of guns for the 
more important part of the hon. Gentle- Army and Navy, the guns to ) be produced 
man’s answer, they all knew what an ‘for the Indian Government and the arms 
“official” complaint meant. A Govern-| to be used in the colonies, and the ques- 
ment Department, unless they had a/ tion was whether the country was receiv- 
complaint written out on a sheet of/ing its money’s worth or not. He did 
foolscap, paid no attention to it whatever. | not impute anything unfair or unreason- 
But what he said and knew was that at} able to those in charge of the preparation 
some battalion practice, only a fortnight | of the Army Estimates, but it was a 
ago, at the ranges near Gravesend, there | great evil that the Ordnance Vote, in 
were a very considerable number of | comparison with previous years, should be 
jammed rifles while firing ball cartridge. | practically withdrawn from examination 
Military Members of the Committee | and criticism by being presented to the 
knew very well that when the Lee-| House in a separate paper. In conse- 
Metford jammed with ball cartridge you| quence of the mode of presenting the 
could not extract it by giving the butt a| Vote it was impossible for anyone, ‘how- 
kick with your boot ; the rifle had to go| ever closely acquainted with the details, 
back to the armoury sergeant. Suppose | to tell what particular sum was allotted 
that happened in action. You could| to any particular manufacture. It was 
not send half-a-dozen to the armoury| better that the Government should 
sergeant in the rear to have the bullets|frankly take the House into its confi- 
extracted. The weapon for a time was|dence and should return to the former 
rendered as useless as a walking-stick, | practice of giving the whole of the de- 
and less useful than a poker because not| tails on the Estimates. Dissatisfaction 
so well balanced. One could imagine} was being expressed because of late 
what the effect would be in the cam-| years the whole direction and superin- 
paign going on up the Nile if 20 per|tendence of the Ordnance Factories had 
cent. of the 100 men in a company in| passed into civilian hands. He said not 
the face of a square suddenly found their |a word in disparagement of that gentle- 
rifles jam, and he need only remind the}man. He was a most laborious ofticial 
Committee that at Abou Klea and El} and devoted attention to his work. But 
Teb, the jamming of a Maxim led, in the/it would be more satisfactory if the 
former case, to the death of a good many | details were allowed to appear in the 
gallant men, and in the latter, as was| Estimates as before. 
stated at the time, to the breaking of} Mr. GIBSON BOWLES (Lynn 
the square. He only desired an assur-| Regis) said that in addition to jamming 
ance from the hon. Gentleman that he of the rifles, to which attention had been 
really would look into the matter. called, there was the additional serious 
Sir HENRY HAVELOCK-ALLAN |defect caused by the effects of cordite 
(Durham, S.E.) moved to reduce the| powder. After a certain number of 
Vote by £50. The hon. Member for|rounds had been fired there was an 
Hythe, who had been prevented satel Vinnie of some kind of gas from the 





Major Rasch. 
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rifle which had such an effect on the 
eyes of the men using it as almost to 
blind them. After firing 80 or 90 rounds 
it was found to be impossible for the 
men to continue using the rifle. The 
result was that even if the rifle was not 
put out of action by the jamming of the 
bullet, the men were put out of action 
by the blinding of the eyes. 

*THe UNDER SECRETARY of 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Surrey, Guildford) said that the ques- 
tion of rifle-jamming, if it assumed the 
proportions which had been stated, would 
need serious attention. The blinding 
eftects of the powder, to which attention 
had been called, was also a very import- 
ant point and one which, with regard to 
the carbine, at least, was engaging the 
serious attention of the Department. As 
to jamming, he did not quite understand 
whether the complaint was that the 
musketry instructions forced a man to 
fire blank cartridge from the magazine. 
(Major Rascu: “ Yes.”) In that case 
there seemed to be some difference 
between the instructions and the prac- 
tice which appeared to need setting right, 
because he understood that blank cart- 
ridge was not intended to be used in the 
magazine of the rifle. If the jamming 
was general it was a serious matter, but 
the Department had no official com- 
plaints on the subject. Obviously the 
incidents of jamming at Gravesend 
should be reported, and he assured his 
hon. Friend that, if reported, the question 
would be examined without delay. <As 
to the complaint of the Vote being pre- 
sented in this form, he said that the 
present arrangement was adopted as 
being that which enabled Parliament 
to have the largest control over it and 
the most information as to the Vote. 
The reason why the original Paper 
relating to the Ordnance Factory Vote 
was not presented bound up with the 
Ordinary Votes was that it was not 
always possible at the very moment 
when the Army Estimates were them- 
selves presented to hand over the 
Estimate for the Ordnance Factories, 
which was an Estimate depending on 
the supplies ordered by the Admiralty 
War Office of India, and which, therefore, 
might require adjustment after these Esti- 
mates had been agreed upon. But there 
was no desire to elude the vigilance of 
Parliament, and the facts relating to the 
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Ordnance Vote were always before the 
House before the Army Estimates were 
brought up for discussion. The present 
civilian head of the Ordnance Factories 
had discharged admirably the duties of 
his office. There had never been a time 
when the articles supplied by the 
Ordnance Factories had been supplied 
more promptly, cheaply and regularly 
than they were at this moment. At 
the beginning of the year promises had 
been made to the House both as to the 
conversion of guns and as to new guns. 
Those promises everybody agreed were 
thoroughly satisfactory, and they had 
all been fulfilled. The guns promised 
for the first of June had been completed 
before the middle of May, and the 
promises made as to the completion of 
weapons on other dates had been fulfilled 
in an equally satisfactory manner. 

Sir HENRY HAVELOCK-ALLAN: 
Have we a reserve ¢ 

*Mr. BRODRICK said that that was a 
more general question than the one 
which had been raised by the hon. and 
gallant Member. It was not being lost 
sight of. His hon. and gallant Friend, 
he thought, had moved this reduction 
under a misconception. There was 
nothing in the way in which this Vote 
was brought forward that required 
amendment. The hon. and gallant Mem- 
ber had probably in his mind the 
Factory Accounts. It was unavoidable 
that some months should elapse before 
they were presented, but they were duly 
presented and went before the Con- 
troller and Auditor General and the 
Public Accounts Committee. 

Sim HENRY HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
did not think the hon. Member’s explana- 
tion satisfactory in all respects, especially 
in respect of the reserve of guns, but, as 
his object was only to call attention to 
the important points which he had 
referred to, he did not intend to press 
his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. LOUGH asked whether it was 
true that the 100-ton guns were failures, 
and that no more were to be manu- 
factured ? What kind of guns would be 
adopted in their stead, and could any 
use be made of any 100-tun guns that 
were removed from our line-of-battle 
ships ? 
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Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS said that; Barry camp this training, and saw the Inver- 


displaced 100-ton guns were being used | 
for shore defences, No more 100- ton | 
guns of the present type would be manu-| 


factured, and they would be replaced by | 


guns built on the wire system of equally 
destructive power and equal range. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 
2. £858,600, Clothing Establishment 
and Services — 


*Mr. ALEXANDER WYLIE (Dum- 
bartonshire), called attention to the 
question of the uniforms of the Highland 
militia regiments. There were five 
Highland regiments of the line, and to 


them were linked 
The Militia battalions linked to the 
Cameron and the Gordon  High- 


landers respectively wore the same uni- 
forms as their line battalions, 
Militia battalions linked to the Seaforth 
Highlanders, the Argyll and Sutherland 
Higlanders, and the Black Watch did 
not wear the uniforms of their line 
battalions. He held that it was very 
desirable that Militia regiments should 
wear the same uniform as the line bat- 
talions with which they were connected. 
One reason why this was desirable was 
that in camp and especially in active 
warfare, they would be able to take their 
place alongside of their line regiments ; 
and another reason was that it would 
stimulate recruiting, as sentiment largely 
affected that matter in Scotland. He 
had received letters on this subject from 
some distinguished officers in Scotland. 
One of them said :— 


“T at first thought that the difficulties of teach- 
ing men who had never worn the kilt, and who 
are only in training for a month each year, would 
be insuperable, but after having seen how well 
the Inverness and Aberdeen Militia do and look 
in the kilt, I have changed my opinion, and am 
now strongly in favour of the battalion being 
dressed as their line battalion. Not only would 
it improve the look of the regiment, but also, I 
think, it would have a good effect on recruiting. 
There would no doubt be some difficulties to be 
got over the first year, but after that matters 
would work quite smoothly, and I think that 
there not only would be no additional expense 
but that clothing could be done cheaper.”’ 


The other correspondent said :— 


“It would help greatly towards their popu- 
larity if the Highland Militia Regiments were 
put into kilts instead of trews. I was at 


|ness-shire Militia — 2nd ‘ Battalion Cameron 
Highlanders—in their kilts, and they certainly 
|looked uncommonly well and smart, and very 
proud of themselves.” 


The Militia form a most important and 


'valuable branch of our defensive forces, 
and at the present time there is some 


' fear 
‘the 


Militia battalions. | 


of their interests falling between 
Regulars and Volunteers; and I 
strongly recommend the Under Secretary 
for War to take up this subject heartily. 

Coroxen LOCKWOOD (Essex, 
Epping) complained of the unfair charges 
that private soldiers had to bear in re- 
spect of the wear and tear of their 
clothing during manceuvres. In one 
Regiment recently the cost to which the 
soldiers were put amounted to 5s. per 
head, in a second to 15s, in a third to 
12s., and in a fourth to 15s. These sums 


represented the cost incurred in respect of 
but the! 


the wear and tear of frocks, trousers and 
boots. Officers werealso put to a greatdeal 
of unnecessary and unfair expense in con- 
nection with these manceuvres, in some 
instances having to pay out of their own 
pockets sums varying from to 30s. 
a day. He hoped the Under Secretary 
would give an undertaking that the 
matter should be looked into and con- 
sidered on its merits. 

*CoLoneEL WELBY (Taunton) wished 
to take up the cavalry side of this ques- 
tion, because he had more experience and 
knowledge of that service. He would 
ask the Under Secretary to bear in mind 
that the Army at home was divided into 


25s. 


two kinds of quarters, namely, those 
in country quarters, where regiments 
undergo ordinary drills; and those 
in camps, such as Aldershot, where 
they had extended drills and often 
manceuvres on a large scale. The cloth- 


ing issued to non-commissioned officers 
and men, and the allowance in lieu of 
clothing were suflicient in the first case, 
but in the case of camps and manceuvres 
it was not sufficient, and the clothing, by 
its material and cut, did not fulfil the 
requirements demanded of it. The 
result was that a heavy charge was cast 
upon the men, and as we had a voluntary 
Army for which we had to depend 

competition in the labour market, hon. 
Members might be certain that men who 
went away from the colours spread 
throughout the country the cost en- 
tailed upon them by the bad wear of 
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their uniforms. His own regiment had 
taken part in extended drills, flying 
columns and manceuvres for six years 
past, and he ventured to say that if hon. 
Members could know the cost that had 
been cast on the non-commissioned 
officers and men in consequence they 
would be astonished. He wished parti- 
cularly to refer to the garment known 
as the service frock. This jacket was 
only issued once a year to non-commis- 


sioned officers and men, and experience | 
had shown that a single issue was not | 
sufficient for the work required of it. | 


The garment was faulty in its structure, 
in its cut, and in its material. It fre- 
quently split from the shoulders down- 


wards from simply doing lance or sword | 


exercise, or even mounting a_ horse. 


Reports had been made about it on| 


behalf of his regiment, and the answer 
had always been that the men were 


broader shouldered and more muscular | 
than the ordinary run of men. That! 


was a compliment, no doubt, but he did 


not see why broad-shouldered Scotchmen | 


should be penalised because they possessed 


a physique which it was desirable the 
whole Army should have. There was a| 


large reserve of those garments, which 


was rendered necessary, because when | 


the Army was mobilised the Reserve 


men had to he put into these jackets | 


and extra jackets had to be forwarded 
to the seat of war. He would suggest 
that the Under Secretary should consider 
the possibility of issuing an extra number 


of these jackets to each regiment. He} 


thought it might be possible to issue 
three jackets in two years to each man 


in cavalry regiments who was called a) 


duty man, riding in the ranks. He 
suggested this as a temporary means of 
bridging over the difficulty. If the 
Under Secretary could do something in 


the direction suggested by his right hon. | 
and gallant Friend the Member for | 
Epping, he would be doing not only a| 
popular but a very just thing. The sure | 
and lasting remedy for this was to go more | 
carefully into the question of uniform. | 


During the last few years distinction 
had been made between the show uniform 
and the working dress. He agreed that 
it was necessary to have a show dress, 


even smarter than at present, but it was | 


also necessary to have a thoroughly good 
working dress—not such a dress as was 
taken out of store for war purposes, but 
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|a dress which would be in possession of 
'the soldier to wear for ordinary drill, 
/extended drills or autumn manceuvres. 
‘Ifa good practical dress could be devised 
|of good material the difficulty connected 
| with this extra expenditure would be 
| obviated. 
| Sm JAMES FERGUSSON (Man- 
|chester, N.E.) thought it was a real 
hardship and prejudicial to the service 
that the men should be out of pocket by 
doing the duties they were called upon 
to perform. Within his knowledge three 
years ago, a certain battalion was exposed 
to unusually bad weather during the 
autumn manceuvres and their clothing 
was ruined. The officers felt themselves 
compelled to subscribe in order to relieve 
the men. The battalion was obliged to 
be furnished with new tunics throughout, 
|for which the officers paid rather than 
that the expense should fall on the men. 
Then again, marching had been much 
increased in order to get regiments into 
thorough marching condition. That 
was of course, very right, but it added 
‘greatly to the expense of the men, 
because a pair of boots would hardly 
last a week under present circumstances, 
and they had to be replaced. He knew 
one regiment that had suffered so much 
| in this respect, that for the first time for 
many years it had heen below its strength. 
These matters certainly deserved theatten- 
| tion of the War Office, and he was quite 
sure his hon. Friend the Under Secretary 
' would take care they were considered. 
Captain NORTON said he had 
|intended to draw attention to the fact 
| that there were a large number of hands 
employed in the Royal Clothing Factory 
who did not receive what he considered 
to be the current rate of wages. But he 
was sure the hon. Member, when he 
dealt with the question as regards the 
Royal Factories, would take the case of 
the Clothing Factory at Pimlico into his 
consideration. 

CotoneL LOCK WOOD desired to put 
a question with regard to decentralisa- 
tion of clothing. He understood that 
the Director General had perfected all 
|his arrangements for decentralisation, 
‘and he was anxious to know whether 
| they were to be carried into execution. 
Mr. LOUGH said that of the total 
| Vote, £416,000 was for manufactured 
articles of clothing bought ready-made. 
A very small proportion of that, 
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£24,000, was for garments. 
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He would | regiment that had applied) into kilts, 


like to know whether that represented | and in the general interests of the public 


all the ready-made garments purchased. |it was not 


desirable so to do.’’ 


There was a very heavy item for boots | [ Laughter. | He thought the words he 


and leggings, £22,000. 


He desired to| had read was only capable of one inter- 
know whether strict attention had been pretation. 


[Renewed laughter.| A 


paid to the rules under which this work | further application was received from 
was manufactured outside in order to| this particular regiment, and a similar 


prevent sweating, and to see that a> 


proper rate of wages was paid by the 
contractors, 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS stated 
that the ready-made garments supplied 
to the Army included plain clothes for 
discharged soldiers, waterproof clothing, 
etc. With regard to the manufacture of 
this clothing, the terms of the fair wages 
Resolution were embodied in every con- 
tract. If there was any complaint, it 
was rigidly inquired into, and there was 
no reason to suppose that the Resolution 
was in any way departed from. With 
regard to the question of the minimum 
rate of wages in the Clothing Depart- 
ment, the promise given by the First 
Lord of the Treasury in relation to the 
Ordnance Factory would apply to the 
Clothing Factory, and he should be very 
glad of any information which hon. 
Members could place at his disposal in 
the investigation which would be made. 
[Cheers.| As to the decentralisation of 
Army clothing, the general principle had 
been approved by the Secretary of State. 
It was, however, a matter of considera- 
tion from the point of view of the cost, 
which might be very considerable ; and 
that had not up to the present time been 
fully worked out. But he had every hope 
that before they had to meet the Com- 
mittee again and explain these Estimates 
a step in the direction indicated: might 


have been accomplished. ** Hear 
4 . . . ? 
hear !’’| The question of the kilt was 


a very difficult one and had occupied the 
attention of successive Secretaries of 
State for a considerable number of 
years. It had not been thought desirable 
to re-establish the kilt where the men 
had stripped themselves of that 
mysterious garment. In the year 1889 
the matter was before the Adjutant 
General and his Royal Highness the 
Commander-in-Chief, and the decision 
come to with regard to it was—‘‘ that 
the opinion still prevails that, apart from 
the wishes of a few individual officers, 
no reason whatever has been shown for 
putting this regiment (that was the 


Mr. Lough. 


| daries. 


answer was given. He was afraid 
the kilt would be enlarged in its boun- 
With regard to the question 
raised by the Members for Taunton and 
Manchester, if he expressed his own 
opinion, he thought their criticisms upon 
the particular garment referred to were 
pretty well sustained. But he desired to 
guard himself against the supposition 
that the soldier ought to consider him- 
self hardly used if he was called upon to 
wear out his clothes. The clothing was 
furnished for a particular period, and if 


it did not endure longer than _ that 
period there was no hardship. It was 


true that if a soldier took care of his 
clothing and it wore longer than that 
period he received a consideration ; but 
the idea was that the clothing should 
not be of such a character as would 
necessarily put him in possession of that 
allowance. Therefore, it had been con- 
sidered that, although in consequence of 
manwuvres or bad weather a soldier’s 
clothing was subjected to very hard 
usage, that did not necessarily give him 
a grievance or a right to consideration, 
But he fancied that, after all, to some 
minds at the War Office it had appeared 
that, looking at the fact that a special 
class of soldier was subjected to service 
causing wear and tear of clothing to 
which another class of soldier or 
regiment might not be subjected, there 
was an apparent grievance, and the 
matter had occupied the attention of the 
Secretary of State. He could make no 
promise that any allowance would be 
given; but he asked his hon. and 
gallant Friends to be assured that the 
matter would receive careful considera- 
tion on the part of the War Office, and 
he hoped some equitable adjustment 
would be made. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ 

Vote agreed to. 

3. £1,517,200, Retired Pay, Half- 
Pay, and other Non- Effective Charges 
for Oflicers, ete.,— 

Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey) 


pointed out that one of the items had 
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passed through three stages since the 
Estimates were first presented. The 
item was for £32,000, and originally 
included a personal pension to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge of 
£1,800. There was also a saving on 
the variation items of £550. The Gov- 
ernment, however, withdrew the allow- 
ance to the Duke of Cambridge, and the 
£1,800 ought to have been handed over 
to the Treasury. But a new Estimate 
was issued with the £1,800 added to the 
variation items, so that instead of a 
saving of £550 there was a loss of 
£1,250. Then a third Estimate was 
issued with the variation items restored 
to £550. He asked for an explanation 
of these changes. 

*Mr. BRODRICK said the matter 
was very easily explained. The original] 
Estimate included £1,800, the proposed 
allowance to His Roya] Highness the 
Duke of Cambridge. That being aban- 
doned, a further Estimate was circu- 
lated, the variation being changed to the 
extent of £1,800. The reason for this 
was that on getting further on in the 
year they found that the variations were 
rather against them than for them. 
Attention being drawn to this, the 
Secretary of State decided that on the 
whole it would be more satisfactory to 
the House of Commons if the Vote were 
reduced as a consequence of the change 
of policy on the part of the Government, 
and so the change was made and the 
istimate now under discussion § circu- 
lated, the total being reduced by the 
amount of the Vote withdrawn. 

Mr. LEWIS presumed that the hon. 
Gentleman wished the Committee to 
accept an assurancethat the various items 
of variation amounted to exactly the sum 
ot £1,800. That was indeed an extra- 
ordinary coincidence. 

*Mr. BRODRICK explained that was 
not so. What was done was purely as 
a matter of convenience, and to save the 
expense of printing a large number of 
figures. 

Mr. LEWIS said the object of the 
Government was clear ; they wanted to 
hustle this sum of £1,800 out of the way 
in the most decent and constitutional 
manner they could, and subsequently, 
having changed their minds, they 
reverted to the original position. It 
was an extraordinary series of trans- 
actions on the Vote, only explicable on 
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the theory he had indicated, that they 
wanted to get rid of this item of £1,800. 
It was hardly a dignified way of dealing 
with the matter. The House should 
have received an explanatory memoran- 
dum with the altered figures. 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs) said although the amount in 
question was not large, the principle 
involved was one of great importance. 
The War Office having decided upon a 
certain policy, declared it by a Vote in 
the Estimates. It had always been the 
custom, when Estimates were laid on 
the Table, to allow these to remain as the 
Estimates for the year, any change 
desired being made when the Vote came 
on for discussion. But what had been 
the policy pursued in this case? After 
presenting the Estimate the Government 
decided to make a change, and the 
Leader of the House announced that 
when the Vote was reached he would 
state their policy. But in the mean- 
time, by means not brought to the 
knowledge of the House, this change 
occurred in the Estimates which had 
been pointed out. Apart altogether 
from the particular point was the ques- 
tion whether the Committee were to 
accept the principle that Votes might be 
thus altered? It was to be observed 
that if this was sanctioned such altera- 
tions might be made without limit of 
time, and this alteration might have 
been made yesterday. He hoped that 
at least this discussion would have the 
effect of preventing such a course being 
taken in future. It was evident, from 
an examination of the items, that the 
Estimate had been cooked in order to 
meet the emergency of the withdrawal of 
£1,800. Wanting to have the spending 
of this amount, and wishing to avoid 
discussion upon the points involved in 
the item, leaves were torn out of the 
Estimates and others substituted, so that 
the Committee approached the discus- 
sion with an Estimate altogether changed 
from the form in which it was presented. 
He hoped that in future, if the Govern- 
ment changed their opinion on a matter 
of this kind, they would stand by their 
Estimate until it came before the Com- 
mittee, and then, in conformity with 
precedent, let the Government ask leave 
to withdraw a Vote. The Committee 
were entitled to a declaration that 
what had been done in this instance 
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should not form a precedent for the 
future. 

*THE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS said that as a point of order he 
ought to inform the Committee that the 
Government were perfectly at liberty to 
make a substitution in the Estimates. 

Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH said he did 
not raise this as a point of order. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) said they did not challenge the 
right of the Government to alter or cook 
the Estimates before submitting them to 
the Committee, but simply submitted that, 
as a matterof fairnessand straightforward 
conduct, this should not be done without 
explanation. Upon this they were 
entitled to an expression of opinion from 
the Leader of the House. It certainly 
did look rather strange that, leaves 
having been torn out, the £1,800 set 
down in respect to a certain item being 
withdrawn, no difference at all was 
shown in the total sum, the amount of 
£1,800 being spread over such items as 
Royal Artillery, Engineers, Infantry, 
and Cavalry. They were entitled to 
ask the First Lord of the Treasury— 
who he was sure would not mislead the 
Committee, and who he was_ perfectly 
willing to trust implicitly in such a 
matter—did the right hon. Gentleman 
really assure the Committee that these 
alterations made in items for Artillery, 
Engineers, Infantry, and Cavalry, which 
enabled the Government to present the 
same Estimate, were really bona fide 
charges in respect to these services? To 
put the point candidly, was this not 
merely a way of getting out of the 
difficulty in which the Government were, 
that they did not wish discussion on the 
matter when they withdrew the sum 
they originally put down for his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge ? Was 
it not a way of getting out of the diffi- 
culty without facing Debate upon it ? 
Tf that was the case, he was sure the 
First Lord of the Treasury would be the 
first to denounce it as a thing that ought 
not to be done. It was not fair to the 
House of Commons, it was not open and 
straightforward. He ventured to think 
the right hon. Gentleman would agree 
it was subterfuge. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tne TREA- 
SURY said two quite different questions 
were raised in the criticisms on this 


subject. Hon. Members seemed to think, 
Mr. J. H. Dalziel. 
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in the first place, that by the arrange- 
ment made the Government desired to 


avoid discussion upon a Vote they 
intended to withdraw. That was one 
point. It was perfectly true the Gov- 


ernment did not want discussion on a 
Vote they had decided to withdraw. 
That was clear and only natural. Every- 
body would admit that the desire was 
legitimate enough. The second criticism 
was that, the amount of £1,800 being 
withdrawn, items were so manipulated 
that the total amount remained as it was 
before the withdrawal. Upon that it 
would be observed that the total sum 
was over 1} million, and therefore 
there was a formidable array of figures. 
When the matter was brought to his 
notice, he said this was not the proper 
way of dealing with it. Then the 
Estimate, upon which the total remained 
the same, was withdrawn, and at con- 
siderable cost of printing the old Estimate 
was prepared without the variations in- 
cident on the withdrawal of the £1,800. 
That he thought the legitimate mode of 
dealing with the matter, it was adopted 
entirely on his responsibility, and he 
hoped the Committee approved. 

Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH said he was 
much obliged to the right hon. Gentle- 
man: that was exactly the point he 
wished to have settled, and with the 
istimate as put forward now they were 
perfectly satisfied. 

Sir FREDERICK FITZWYGRAM 
called attention to the system of com- 
pulsory retirement in the Army, and 
suggested an alternative system, under 
which there would no increase of 
retiring allowance for increased length 
of service. He proposed that every 
officer should become entitled to a 
maximum retiring allowance at 45 years 
of age, but that officers should be 
allowed to remain in the service as long 
las they wished to do so, and their com- 
}manding officers, in their confidential 
‘reports, declared them to be fit for their 
|duties. This system would, in the first 
place, get rid of the grievance of com- 
_pulsory retirement ; and it could not be 
'to the interests of the Army that men 
|who had done good service should be 
| going about complaining of ill-treatment. 
In the second place, it would effect a 
‘great saving to the nation ; and, in the 
third place, it would get rid of the 
drones in the Army. The men who had 


be 
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no hope of obtaining good appointments 
would leave the service as soon as they 
had become entitled to the maximum 
pension ; while the best officers would 
remain in the Army, because they would 
be compensated for the loss of any extra 
retiring allowance by the good appoint- 
ments which they would obtain. Under 
the system of compulsory retirement, the 
worst officers stayed on as long as 
possible, because the retiring allowance 
was proportioned to the length of 
service. In India, when he was there, 
both systems existed. In the civil 
service the voluntary retirement system 
obtained, with the result that it was a 
most efficient service, especially in the 
higher branches. In the local army, on 
the other hand, the retiring allowance 
was graduated according to length of 
service ; and the consequence was that 
all the incompetent men endeavoured to 
remain in the service until the last 
moment. He proposed this scheme to 
the Secretary for War as one which 
would decrease the amount of the pension 
list and increase the efficiency of the 
Army. 

*Mr. BRODRICK said that anything 
which fell from the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman was of great interest, 
especially when it suggested the increase 
of efficiency and a decrease of expense. 
But he could not conceal the fact that 
the system suggested would revolutionise 
the conditions under which the service of 
officers in the Army was accepted. 
The hope had been held out to every 
officer that he would be allowed to serve 
in his rank up to the age at which it 
was deemed desirable for him to retire ; 
and after that the officer was encouraged 
to believe that, according to his number 
of years’ service, his pension would be 
graduated. The hon. and gallant Gen- 
tleman suggested that officers should be 
allowed to stay in the service to any age 
in any rank, and that the duty should 
be thrown on the superior officer of 
saying when any particular officer 
became unfit for his duties. That would 
be a most invidious task. With an 
enormous machine like the Army some 
general principle must be adopted ; and 
under the present regulations, a captain 
must retire at 45, a major at 48, a 
colonel at 57, and a major-general at 62. 
If an officer was allowed to serve up to 
60 years of age, and was then turned 
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out on a pension of £200 a year, there 
would be a legitimate cause for com- 
plaint. There would be the choice of 
keeping men on in appointments for 
which they had become unfitted, or of 
turning them out into poverty. It was 
a sound principle which adjusted the 
pension to the length of service. There 
might be occasional cases of hardship ; 
but the present ages had been consider- 
ably raised since the time when, the 
age-limit being 40, a grave scandal was 
|caused by half the officers having to 
| leave the Army at that age. The present 
limits of age obtained for the Army a very 
high class of officers at a low cost. The 
| present Commander-in-Chief desired that 
subject to efficiency, officers should be 
retained in the service as long as 
possible ; but the Secretary of State 
could not consider any plans by which 
the present system would be over- 
thrown. 





Vote agreed to. 


4, £172,800, Superannuation 
other Allowances and 
Agreed to. 


and 
Gratuities — 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 


Crass ITI. 


5. £65,811, to complete the sum for 
Law Charges and Courts of Law, Scot- 
land,— 


Mr. McLEOD said that there was 
a gratifying decrease in the total sum 
asked for under this Vote. That decrease 
was mainly due to the large reduction 
in the sum drawn by the Procurators- 
fiscal. It was also gratifying that there 
were no extraordinary charges for the 
administration of justice in the High- 
lands. There was no part of the coun- 
try where the law was more respected. 
There were also gratifying circumstances 
connected with the personal administra- 
tion of the Minister in charge of the 
Vote. There were, however, two matters 
which he desired to criticise. There 
were certain courts in Scotland where 
there was habitually considerable delay 
before decisions were given in civil cases. 
Pressure ought to be brought to bear 
upon the officials who were responsible 
in order that that state of things might 
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be put an end to. Another point which|not care to take over. Turning to 
deserved attention concerned the county| another matter, he saw from the 
of Inverness. He had been informed| Fetimates that there were allowances 
that an unfortunate difference of opinion | ; stati f Sheriff - Clerks 
had arisen between the Sheriff and the |?" ee owes f ue a ae 
Sheriff.Clerk, with the result that the The Sheriff-Clerks were provided with 
Sheriff-Clerk was out of pocket for a/ Stationery within strict limits except in 
considerable time in respect of the, the case of Orkney, Sutherland, and 
remuneration which he paid to the|Shetland. He did not contend that 
deputies whom he employed. Attention| this was a very large point, but he 
had already been called to this matter, | thought that when the clerks in all other 
and he had heard with pleasure that the| counties received an allowance in that 
Secretary for Scotland had at once taken | respect, the Lord Advocate might con- 
action. He wished to know whether | sider whether he could not see his way 
that action had been successful, and|to making the practice uniform in all 
whether by the exercise of friendly ; counties. 

pressure by the Scotch Department, the) Dr. CLARK (Caithness) called atten- 
differences to which he had alluded had | tion to the want of residential accommo- 
been composed. Another subject calling| dation for the Procurator Fiscal and 
for consideration was the anomalous | Official Solicitor in Lochmaddy. At the 
position where certain officials, especi-| present time the Sheriff was under threat 
ally procurators fiscal were in. Injof eviction, and the Fiscal had been 
North Uist, for example, the Pro-|evicted for years. He was compelled 
curator fiscal was bound to reside in a | by law to reside in the district, but 
particular place, but the proprietor of | people who had taken him and the resi- 
the island so used his power that it was| dent Solicitor in had been evicted. The 
only in a surreptitious way that this| Solicitor had to live in a boat, and the 
Crown official was able to obtain a) Fiscal was living over a Highland store. 
residence befitting his position. The, The landlord was king of the island and 
Lord Advocate, he krew, had no power | would not allow these officials to live in 
to put an end to this state of things, but|it. | The only course that seemed to be 
the right hon. Gentleman might do some-|open was to remove the court. There 
thing by bringing a certain amount of} was, however, any amount of foreshore 
pressure to bear upon the landlord. | belonging to the Crown on which houses 
The gentleman in question, by his con-| for these officials could be built, and they 
duct, was showing the country what) were perfectly willing to build them. 
arbitrary powers landlords possessed.| He hoped that the Government would 
There was a considerable population in | come to some kind of understanding with 
North Uist, for whom the law should | Sir John Orr, or provide a sutticient site 
have terrors, and a Crown official was|on the foreshore where the Procurator 
not placed in a particularly dignified | Fiscal and the Solicitor could live in 
position, when he was compelled to take | civilised conditions. If nothing could 
lodgings in a private house. Some|be done, the court should be moved 
Sheriff-substitutes also found themselves | down to Lochboisdale. He hoped that 
in a similar position. In hisown county | something would be done, so that this 
the Sheriff-substitute had found difti-| scandal in the Western Hebrides might 
culties placed in the way of his residing | cease, and that the law might be carried 
in the part of the county where he was|out in that part of the country under 
supposed to live, and the consequence | the same conditions as in the rest of the 
was that he resided in Ross-shire and | country. 

not in the county of Sutherland. The| Sir WILLIAM WEDDERBURN 
Lord Advocate might say that an/ (Banffshire) wished to draw attention to 
official would have no difficulty in obtain-|a matter which had excited a great deal 
ing a feu where he could build a house. | of feeling amongst the farmers in his and 
His contention, however, was that a | the neighbouring constituency. He re- 
Sheriff-substitute ought to be provided ferred to the grievance of sheep-worry- 
with an official residence. An official|ing. He wished to know what steps 
having asmall salary was naturally loth | were being taken under the existing law 
to build a house which hissuccessor might | to deal with this matter ; and he would 
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also like to ask the Lord Advocate, con- | 
sidering that the grievance had reached | 
an acute stage, what special steps he) 
would now take to deal with the matter. 

In the county of Banff the matter came 
recently before the County Council, and 
they went so far as to appoint a Special 
Committee to consider it. He was 
aware that a Select Committee was 
sitting to consider the law on the sub- 

ject, but the deliberations of Committees 
took time, and something ought to be 
done at once to check this erying griev- | 
ance. Almost all the mischief was done 
at night. The dogs came out at night 
and destroyed a great number of sheep, 

and it was very difficult to identify the 
dogs or their owners. On the occasion 

of the meeting of the County Council to 
which he had referred, one gentleman 

said that for three or four weeks six or 
eight sheep had been killed every alter- 

nate night, and another gentleman said 

that within his own experience one of 
the neighbouring farmers had actually 

lost half his sheep in this way during the 
last year. This was a very serious 
matter both for poor and well-to-do men, 

and the question was how the scandal 
was to be checked. One very natural 
remedy was that steps should be taken 
to get these dogs tied up. If the police 
took care to have all suspicious dogs tied 
up at night, that would doa great deal 
to check the evil. A great deal of mis- 
chief was done by dogs which ran after | 
sheep in the day time—dogs following 

vehicles on the roads. They sometimes 

ran the sheep into quarries and other 

dangerous places, and when once sheep | 
had been driven in this way it took a 
week for them to settle down and feed 

properly. What was wanted was that 

all stray dogs should be dealt with by | 
the police. He was not sure that the! 
police were aware of the power they | 
had. Under the existing law any| 
ownerless dog found wandering could | 
be removed to the police station. There 
was a great uncertainty with regard to 
the law as to the killing of dogs addicted | 
to sheep worrying. He believed there | 
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way he could save the sheep. There 
were various ways in which the matter 
could be dealt with. The Board of 
Agriculture had power to make regula- 
tions with regard to muzzling. If 
muzzling was wanted anywhere it was 
in these districts, where the dog was 
very apt to become as dangerous to the 
neighbourhood as the wolf. 

Tae LORD ADVOCATE, who was 
indistinctly heard, said the hon. Mem- 
ber for Sutherland had spoken in a com- 
mendatory strain of his action in regard 
to the appointment of Procurators- Fiscal 
and Sheriff-Clerks. While glad to have 
the hon. Member’s approval, he wished 
to sound a note of warning in the matter 
He drew a great distinction between the 
two classes of officials, though in the 
ease of both the object must be to get 
the best men for the public service. In 
regard to Procurators Fiscal, he was of 
opinion that, given an adequate salary, 
the Procurator Fiscal should not be 
allowed to engage in private practice, but 
even that rule must lead to the necessity 
of getting a good man, because, after 
all, the administration of justice, and 


the whole efficiency of his department 


depended upon being well served by the 
Procurators Fiscal, and unless a sufficient 
salary was provided them, in some cases 
they might be bound to take persons 
engaged in private practice. The case 
of Sheriff-Clerk was quite different. 
No restriction was needed to prevent 
him practising in his own court. What 
did it matter whether the Sheriff Clerk 
by himself or through a partner did a 
certain amount of conveyancing. Even 
if his client came into court the Sheriff 
Clerk had nothing to do with the deter- 
mination of the case. Therefore he 
strongly held the view that in order to 
get the best men, it was well to allow 
the Sheriff Clerk to engage in private 
practice. But there, again, he did not 
want the rule to be made inflexible. In 
these appointments, the practical thing 
was to get the confidence of the public, 
and he would go against his own opinion 
in the matter if he was sure that the 


had been a number of contradictory de-| course he was taking would secure re- 
cisions by the courts, and that the right|spect for the judicature. With regard 


to act against a dog was very restricted. 
Unless a dog was caught red-handed, | 
or rather red-mouthed, nothing could be 
done. A man was not entitled to shoot | 


a dog unless he believed that in sad 


to the delay in civil causes that was not 
a matter in which he had any practical 
jurisdiction at all. As to the difference 
that existed between the Sheriff and the 
sheriff-Clerk, that was a question of the 
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past. There had been a certain amount! police to try to put a stop to this 


of friction, but through the good offices 
of the Secretary for Scotland, an arrange- 
ment had been made between the two 
dignitaries which would obviate friction 
in future years. Then the hon. Member 
spoke of the administration of justice at 
Lochmaddy. No doubt there was still 
a difficulty between the Procurator 
Fiscal and the proprietor, but he was 
not entitled to offer any judgment, for 
he had no powers in the matter. 
general provision of official residences 
seemed to him rather an heroic remedy. 


They had been going on under the pre- | 


sent system for a great many years, and 
except in the case of Lochmaddy, no one 


had ever known of a Procurator-Fiscal | 
| otficers to be in Scotland. 
house | 


or Sheriff-substitute failing to get a resi- 
dence. The suggestion that a 


The | 


| should be doubled. 


practice. 

Mr. J. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid), 
asked to what extent the law officers 
might engage in private practice. He 
called attention to the fact that while 
the salary of the clerk to the Lord 
Advocate was £400, the salary of the 
clerk to the Solicitor General was only 
£100. The Scotch Votes were he thought 
as a rule economicai. But he thought 
the clerk to the Solicitor General was 
paid far too little, and that his salary 
He pointed out that 
the duties of the Solicitor General were 
made a great deal more onerous by the 
Loca] Government Act. He thought it 
was a good system for one of the law 
He noticed 
with regard to the legal Secretary that 





should be put on the foreshore was not | his salary was £500, and that of course 
practicable. The foreshore was that|/he did not consider too high. His 
portion of the shore where the sea ebbs | expenses in London, however, were £180, 
and flows, and an official residence there | while the amount paid to him for pre- 


would be rather damp. With regard 
to the case in his own constituency, 
about which the hon. Member for 
Sutherland asked, that was also a matter 
on which he did not wish to make any 
pronouncement. So far as his opinion 
upon the administration of justice was 
concerned, he was all in favour of the 
Sheriff-substitute living on the spot, 


because the convenience of suitors was | 
As | 
Mem.- | 


the thing that had to be studied. 
to the matter raised by the hon. 
ber for Banffshire, it had no reference 
to the administration of justice. It was 
quite certain he could not prosecute a 
dog, 
subject could be in order would be 
if it was urged that some people 


had been aiding and abetting their | 


dogs to worry sheep and he had not 
prosecuted them. The hon. Mem- 
ber did not, however, suggest that. 
So far as the action of the police was 
concerned the hon. Member must re- 
member that that question did not arise 
on this Vote buton thatof theSecretary for 
Scotland. It was a very grave question, 
but at the same time there was no doubt | 
—without throwing any doubt on the| 
facts brought forward by the hon. | 


Member—that there were such cases in | 
The Secretary | 


other parts of Scotland. 
for Scotland was at present making 


and the only way in which the) 


| matter. 


paring Scotch Bills was £800. Therefore 
although the salary was nominally £500 
it was really about £1,500. There were 
jnot many Scotch Bills passed through 
| the House, this Session, the only Bill 
| practically had been the Agricultural 
Rating Bill. There was, it was true, 
|the Housing of the Working Classes 
| Bill, but that was a Bill to correct a 
blunder of the draftsman in 1892, and 
which would therefore, he supposed, be 
paid for twice over. He did not object 
| to £800 being paid for Scotch Bills, but 
if it was paid they ought at least to get 
'a reasonable time of the House allotte d 
to them so that they might pass the Bills 
into law. Another point was in regard 
to appropriations in aid. The actual 
amount received last year was about 
£42,000, but the amount was now esti- 
mated at £32,000. With regard to the 
case of Lochmaddy, the Sheriff-substitute 
was bound to be resident by law in the 
locality, and yet the landlord to whom 
the island belonged had evicted him, and 
| practically the Sheriff-substitute had no 
|house. He thought that was not a very 
satisfactory position, and that the Govy- 
ernment might do well to consider the 
No doubt it was only in regard 
to these extreme instances that the law 
required to be amended. He wished to 
| direct the attention of the Lord Advocate 


exhaustive inquiries of the chief constable | to a special matter which he had brought 
to see what steps might be taken by aad 


Lord Advocate. 


hefore his notice in questions. He 
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referred to the case of the eviction in 
Kirkintilloch, where a miner was evicted 


The rigbt hon. and learned Gentleman, 
in reply to a question, had said that it 
was inconceivable that there was no 
warrant for the eviction. He certainly 
thought it was a most extraordinary 
thing that an eviction should take place 
in Scotland without a legal warrant, and 
the matter was one of very consider- 


able importance to a great many 
miners throughout Scotland. The miner 
had occupied his house for six 


years, and when out of employ- 
ment had received a warning to remove. 
It was admitted that in this particular 
case the house was let from week to 
week, and as he was continued in his 
employment he was under the impres- 
sion that the warning away had been 
withdrawn. Before the eviction took 
place some dispute had arisen between 
the manager of the mine and the men, 
and then he got notice to remove his 


goods before 12 0’ clock, and he was then | 


forcibly turned out by the manager and | 
two men into the street. Notice had | 
previously been given by the manager to | 
the police for them to be upon the spot | 
in case of any disturbance taking place 
during the eviction. All these proceed- 
ings were taken without any legal 
warrant whatever. His contention was 
that under the law of Scotland a warn- 
ing away did not give a right to anyone 
to displace a man by force from his 


holding. To justify such action a legal 
warrant must have been previously 
obtained. In his view, this case was 


one of considerable importance. If men 
went into another man’s house and 
removed his furniture without warrant, 
that was such an illegal proceeding that 
the Lord Advocate ought to inquire into 
it on account of the principle which it 
involved. It was also a matter for 
inquiry whether the police were justified 
in acceding to the manager’s request to 
assist in the eviction as far as their 
presence was concerned. There was 
another matter that he desired to bring 
under the notice of the Lord Advocate. 
He had put a question on Monday on 
the subject to the Lord Advocate, and 
he now desired to emphasise that ques- 
tion by again referring to it. It 
appeared that a young man had been 
charged with an indecent assault, and 
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\that on his being tried for the offence 
‘the jury had given a verdict of ‘* Not 
from his holding without any warrant. | 


proven.’’ He did not desire to discuss 
the merits of the case, but the point he 
desired to bring under the attention of 
the Lord Advocate was the length of 
time that had elapsed between the com- 


|mission of the alleged offence before any 


jaction was taken on the part of the 
| prosecution. 


| THe LORD ADVOCATE said the 


| answer to the first question of the hon. 
|Member in reference to the salary and 
| duties of the Lord Advocate was one for 
the Treasury. The duties of the office 
|covered all business for the Crown and 
\for Public Departments. Next, the hon. 
_Member asked if there was any embargo 
|upon private practice, and the answer 
|was there was not. Then the hon. 
| Member remarked upon the discrepancy 
| between the salary of the Lord Advo- 
icate’s clerk, £400, and that of the 
Solicitor General’s clerk, £100. Of 
|course, he had no wish to prevent the 
hon. Member taking such steps as he 
might think fit to raise the salary of the 
latter, but there could be no doubt that 
the Lord Advocate’s clerk had a good 
deal more to do. When the salary 
attached to the office of Solicitor General 
was increased, the salary of the Solicitor 
General’s clerk was raised from £73 10s. 
to £100. The last Member spoke of the 
Solicitor General not being in the House, 
and said this was nota grievance to him. 
It was, however, something of a 
grievance to the Lord Advocate. The 
hon. Member expressed a preference for 
the idea that the Solicitor General for 
Scotland should always be out of the 
House, but in that he could not agree 
with the hon. Gentleman, not only 
because of the advantage it would be in 
the conduct of Scotch business to have 
the assistance of another law officer, but 
because of the training presence in the 
House afforded. What a _ miserable 
condition would he have been in if he 
had to face the denunciatory forefinger 
of the hon. Gentleman without any 
previous experience. Next, the hon. 
Member called attention to the allow- 
ance of £800 in addition to the allow- 
ance of £500 to the Lord Advocate’s 
secretary. The £800 was not paid to 
the Lord Advocate’s secretary; it was 
paid in respect to the drafting of Bills, 
and simply distributed by the Lord 
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Advocate’s secretary among the parti-| been re-let. It was made a grievance 
cular persons who happened to draft the| that the man was turned out without 
Bills. As a matter of fact, though the | process. Of course, a process of sum- 
Lord Advocate’s secretary might some- | mary eviction meant a petition for 
times get some of the amount, there had | ejectment, and the expenses would fall 
been only one instance in modern times | | ‘upon the parties. The proposition of 
when he got the whole. In remarking’ the hon. Member came to this—that it 
on this expenditure for drafting Bills, _was wrong for the man to leave the house 
the hon. Member asked where were | without a warrant to compel him to 
these Scotch Bills, and said that he only | ‘leave it. The fact was the man 
knew of one, the Rating Bill. But a/ left peaceably. No doubt the police 
great many Bills were drafted that did | /were on the scene, but they were 
not pass, and one reason why more | specially told by the Chief Constable 
did not pass was because the hon. | that they were to take no part in the 
Member for Mid Lanark talked out the! eviction, but that they were merely 
Bills in front and raised objection after | there to preserve order if a breach of the 
12 o'clock. peace was threatened. The miner might 
Mr. CALDWELL: On public| have stayed in the house, and might 
grounds. |have been subjected to the consequences 
Tue LORD ADVOCATE said né | and expenses of a petition of ejectment, 
doubt the hon. Member acted on public | but he went without that. There did 
grounds ; that he did so on private | not appear to be any grievance in the 
grounds was not suspected. But Bills! matter, and the action of the authorities 
had to be drafted, and when the work | could not be called in question. The 
was done it had to be paid for, If) last question of the hon. Member had 
more Bills were not passed, the hon. | reference to the delay between the infor- 
Member knew quite as much about the | mations and a certain prosecution, with 
reasons for that as himself. As to the | the facts of which he was not acquainted, 
figures and items on page 65, the hon. | but no doubt on Monday information 
Member had really solved his own|would be received to enable an answer 
conundrum ; it was a simple arithme- | to be given. 
tical process. The next question of the) Mr. CALDWELLasked, was it to be 
hon. Gentleman was of more general | the position of the law in Scotland that 
importance, and had reference to cir |if a colliery owner was the owner of a 
cumstances attending the proceedings of | dwelling-house, and the tenant did not 
a colliery owner to obtain possession of a|remove at the time he was bound to 
cottage occupied by a miner. Upon|remove, the owner could forthwith 
that subject he had answered several|remove the tenant and his furniture, 
questions from the hon. Member, andjand it would not be a breach of the 
could not see that there was any | peace, and that, so far as the authorities 
grievance to complain of. The hon. |were concerned, the man was _ not 
Member had quoted one of the answers | entitled to protection or redress? In 
given to a supplementary question, and|these days, when important questions 
that answer was given on the assump-|arose on mining matters and led to 
tion that the case was one of regular|disputes, that would be a dangerous 
eviction under process, and in which|doctrine for the Lord Advocate to give 
there would be a warrant. But that|countenance to. It was not a peaceable 
did not turn out to be so. The owner | operation that was carried out ; the man 
wished to evict a man who had occu-|struggled, and did all he could to 
pied the house as a condition of service—| prevent removal. It was a dangerous 
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a common arrangement enough—and 
gave the man 40 days’ notice to remove. 
Surely it was not a grievance that this 
notice was given instead of a week’s 
notice? As time went on the miner 
again got work at the colliery, but he 
was not told that he could return to the 
house, and, in fact, he knew that it had 


Lord Advocate. 





doctrine to countenance that such things 
could be done without any warrant. 
The man was forcibly dispossessed 
against his own exertions to remain, and 
yet the Lord Advocate said that that 
was not a case which called for the 
interference of the Crown. The right 
hon. Gentleman accused him of having 
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blocked Scotch Bills. He was not aware 
of having done anything of the kind. 
The only Bill he spoke upon was the 
Housing of the Working Classes Bill. 
The only other Bill was the Public 
Health (Scotland) Bill, and he did not 
speak a word upon that at all. The 
Government brought in the Bill and 
they dropped the Bill. No one knew 
why they brought it in, and no one 
knew why they dropped it. His com- 
plaint was that if they paid £800 a year 
for drafting Bills, they should at least 
have some value for their money. 

Mr. ALEXANDER URE (Linlith- 
gow) said he had listened carefully to 
the statement of his hon. Friend the 
Member for Mid Lanark in regard to 
the eviction of a miner, and he should 
say that it appeared to him to be a ques- 
tion for a civil action between citizens 
with which the time of Parliament 
should not have been taken up. He 
protested against disputes between 
private citizens being brought before the 
House, and Members of the Executive 
Government being asked to intervene in 
matters which were wholly outside their 
province. In regard to the appointment 
of Sheriff-Clerks and _ Procurator- 
fiscals, he was glad to hear that the 
Lord Advocate drew a broad distinction 
between the two, for really their work 
lay in different spheres of administration. 
He thought it would be a bad thing to 
allow a Procurator-fiscal to engage in 
private practice in a district in which 
he conducted prosecutions ; but when 
they required a Procurator-fiscal to give 
up his private practice they should give 
him some compensation in the shape of 
an increase of salary. It was different, 
however, in the case of Sheriff-Clerks. 
Their official duties never brought them 
into conflict with their private practice, 
and he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would adhere to his resolution to appoint 
the best man to the post of Sheriff- 
Clerk without regard to the question of 
private practice. 

Mr. DALZIEL said that he had 
never heard a speech more out of 
place than the speech to which the 
Committee had just listened, espe- 
cially as it came from a Scotch repre- 
sentative. This case of eviction had 
aroused the greatest interest in every 
mining centre in Scotland. The Scotch 
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Members were petitioned to bring it 
before Parliament ; it was brought before 
Parliament, and the hon. Gentle- 
man, who represented a mining consti- 
tuency, lectured the hon. Member for 
Mid Lanark—who had been 12 years in 
the House, while the hon. Gentleman 
had been there only one year—for 
having brought the matter forward. 
When the hon. Gentleman returned to 
his constituency he would find some 
miners there who would want an 
explanation for his censure of the hon. 
Member for Mid Lanark. The point 
involved in the case was not at all a 
question of notice. The point was that 
the man had been evicted without a 
warrant. The whole question in the 
recent coal strike hinged upon the power 
of the owners to turn miners out of their 
houses with the aid of the law. But 
here was a case in which there was no 
warrant at all, and in which, therefore, 
the law was broken. The Lord Advo- 
eate had not dealt with that particular 
point. 

Mr. URE submitted that no breach 
of the criminal law was committed. 
The matter was entirely one for a civil 
Court. 


Mr. McLEOD said the facts had 
evidently been misrepresented, and he 
protested against being lectured as he 
had been by the hon. Member. 


Mr. CALDWELL said that if the 
matter had been merely one of civil right 
he would not have brought it before the 
Committee, but it involved a criminal 
offence which was within the cognisance 
of the Lord Advocate. A tenant occu- 
pied a dweiling-house for six years ; a 
master came down with six men and, 
without any legal warrant, told him to 
go; his furniture was turned into the 
street, and he was dispossessed against 
his will. He would have been within 
his legal right in resisting this by force. 
He could have shot the man. [Loud 
laughter.| It was not in the interest of 
peace or order that men should be driven 
to defend themselves in this way by 
physical force. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 


Vote agreed to. 


6. £3,795, to complete the sum for 
Crofters’ Commission—-Agreed to. 
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Crass IV. 
Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed, — 


“That a sum, not exceeding £595,922 (in- 
cluding a Supplementary sum of £4,125), be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the yeur ending on 
the 31st day of March 1897, for Public Education 
in Scotland.” 


Tue LORD ADVOCATE said the 
educational year had been uneventful in 
Scotland in contradistinction to that in 
England, but it had been a year of 
steady progress. The grant asked for 
was £1,131,000, showing an increase 
over last year of £39,835, which was 
accounted for in this way : £18,000 odd 
was for day scholars and £10,000 odd 
for evening scholars, and £6,265 for fee 
grants. The total amount of the fee 
grant for the year was £303,609. The 
method of calculating the grant had been 
changed. It had now been placed on 
the basis the Scotch Education Depart- 
ment had always contended for of 10s. 
per head on the attendance, instead of, 
as hitherto, the 11-80ths of the sum 
allowed to England. Pending any 
further settlement of the pension ques- 
tion, an increase of £26U had been made 
in the Estimate for pensions, giving 
£4,885 in all for that purpose. Another 
feature of novelty was the grant for 
agricultural education, which, at the 
beginning of the financial year, was 
transferred to the Education Depart- 
ment, and upon that Vote there was an 
increase of £300. The attendance had 
increased by about 9,500. The total 
attendance was 587,931, there being a 
gratifying increase in the percentage of 
the older children. There had _ been 
enormous progress in the evening schools, 
the figures for 1895 being 45,487, as 
compared with 11,363 in 1890, 13,513 


in 1891, 16,007 in 1892, 19,575 in 
1893, and 32,934 in 1894. [Cheers. | 
In regard to free education, 97-09 


of the scholars were free, leaving only 
2°91 who paid fees. Another matter 
in which there was a very satis- 
factory result was the question of 
the leaving certificates, in regard to 
which there had also been a very great 
increase, the total being 15,700 this 
year, as against 13,000 last year. He 
might mention that schemes had been 
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received and approved of for all the 
burgh and county committees for the 
year 1895-96, and a new minute had 
been approved of by Parliament, under 
which the new committees were being 
elected to submit schemes for the present 
financial year. The chief feature of 
difference between that and the older 
minute was that, in order to induce local 
authorities to hand over the amount 
dealt with by them, there was a proposal 
to give them additional representation 
on the Committees. 

Mr. J. M. WHITE (Forfarshire) 
moved to report progress on the ground 
that, as other business had to be taken 
at 11 o'clock, there was no time 
adequately to discuss such an important 
subject as Scotch education, to which 
they might give an hour the following 
day. 

Toe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY agreed to this proposal on the 
condition that certain other business 
should have precedence over the discus- 
sion on this Vote. 

Sir W. HARCOURT considered the 
suggestion of the right hon. Gentleman 
a fair one. 

Mr. CALDWELL complained that 
the Scotch Members had hardly been 
fairly treated in this matter. It was 
understood that they were to get a 
reasonable time for the discussion of 
Scotch Votes. As a matter of fact, the 
Votes did not come on until nine 
o’ clock that night, so that they had only 
had two hours for discussion. He 
believed that they had only had a day 
altogether for the consideration of 
Scotch Estimates, and, at any rate, they 
had not had anything like a fair pro- 
portion of the time of the House for the 
discussion of Scotch business. Then, 
again, only the previous night, in order 
that hon. Members might get away at 
a quarter past two that morning, they 
were asked to pass, without discussion, 
11 Votes. 

Toe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : No, it was seven. 

Mr. CALDWELL said they had had 
the opportunity of discussing two Votes, 
which he did not think they had dis- 
cussed at any inordinate length. He 


recognised that the arrangement which 
had been entered into must be carried 
out, but he hoped the First Lord might 
arrange that they should have some 
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little time on Monday, say, for the pur- 
pose of making some remarks on this 
Education Vote. 

Mr. McLEOD said he did not 
think that they ought to be asked to 
take such an important Vote as this 
within 10 minutes of the hour when it 
was arranged the other business should 
be taken. He thought the right hon. 
Gentleman might fairly congratulate 
himself on the progress made to-day, 
because he got Votes which made up a 
very substantial amount indeed. When 
he kept in view the fact that so far he 
had only allowed one day and some 
three hours for the consideration of the 
Scotch Estimates, he really thought he 
should consent to the Motion to report 
progress. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said he could hardly make any 
complaint of the length of time taken up 
on Scotch Estimates, but the Leader of 
the Opposition had expressed the opinion 
that the offer he had made was a very 
fair one. They had got Monday up to 
10 o’clock for Supply. They had got, 
if the House did not insist on dividing 
on all the unconsidered Votes, from 
10 o’clock on Monday until one o’ clock, 
or whatever hour the House chose, for Re- 
port of Supply, and they had until 10 
o’ clock on Tuesday for further Report of 
Supply. Therefore there might be 
many Votes which were never considered 
in Committee which might receive 
adequate discussion on Report. He 
would suggest that to-night hon. Gen- 
tlemen might give them the following 
Votes :—Class 2, No. 18, No. 22, 
No. 25, and No. 26 ; Class 3—No. 10 ; 
Class 4—No. 4, and No. 5 ; Class 6—— 

Sir W. HARCOURT: I think you 
have got enough. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY : Very well. 

Mr. McLEOD protested against this 
system of taking Votes. Many hon. 
Members had gone home under the 
impression that the whole of the night 
would be occupied with the Scotch 
Votes. But of the Votes mentioned by 
the Leader of the House that for the 
salaries and expenses of the House of 
Commons raised important questions, 
and he hoped it would not be taken 
to-night. 

Mr. DALZIEL said he and his 


friends were anxious to meet as far as 
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possible the reasonable demands made 
by the Leader of the House, but at the 
same time it was necessary to enforce 
the just right of Members to discuss 
Supply. The stress of public business 
was so great that last night they passed 
seven Votes without a word of discus- 
sion, and now they were asked to pass 
some 10 or 12 more in a like manner. 
He hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would not take any Vote that was 
seriously objected to. 

Toe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said he had not the least desire 
to press Votes which hon. Members had 
conscientious scruples to passing, without 
discussion. 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Chair- 
man do report progress, and ask leave to 
sit again.’’ 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Original Question again proposed :— 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Crass IT. 


Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed :— 

“That a sum, not exceeding £22,036, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Offices of the House of 
Commons.” 


Mr. McLEOD said he had already 
objected to this Vote being taken with- 
out discussion. One matter he wished 
to raise was the dismissal of Mr. John 
Bull. [A laugh, and ‘* That must be 
raised on the House of Lords Vote.’’ | 
He thought it could be raised on this 
Vote. He, however, objected to the 
Vote being taken. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY hoped the hon. Gentleman would 
not persist. He had not put down the 
House of Lords Vote, because he under- 
stood there were some questions hon. 
Members wished to raise. 

Mr. McLEOD said there was an 
important question to be raised upon the 
Vote, and that was the way in which 
the officers of the House were being 
worked. If it was to be an established 
rule that the suspension of the Twelve 
o'clock Rule 
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Agricultural Rates 


*THE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS | said that the hon. Gentleman 
could not enter upon such a question on 
this Vote. 

Mr. LEWIS wished to raise a ques- 
tion if the Leader of the House intended 
to insist on taking the Vote. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY said he would not press the 
Vote if it was really opposed. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS asked 
whether it would not be possible to 


have attached to the House an officer | 


whose duty it would be to inform 
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| Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE (Burnley) 
‘called attention to the question of a 
/vacant space which might possibly be 
available in a short time, and which he 
|hoped would not be taken up for any 
other purpose except in connection with 
| the National Portrait Gallery. 

Tue FIRST LORD or toe TREA- 
SURY said the matter was under con- 
| sideration and it should not be lost sight 


| of, 


Resolutions to be reported to-morrow ; 
| Committee to sit again to-morrow. 


Members what business was in progress. | 


[ Laughter. ] 

*Mr. HANBURY said the 
arrangements of the House were under 
a Special Committee or commission con- 
sisting of the Speaker and high officers, 
and, therefore, he could make no promise. 


He would see, however, that the matter | 


was mentioned to the Committee. 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


The following Votes were agreed to 
without discussion :— 


7. £42, to complete the sum for the 
Mint, including Coinage. 


8. £4,500, to complete the sum for 
Public Works Loan Commission. 


9. £27,266, to complete the sum for 
Registrar General’s Office, England. 


10. £36,850, to complete the sum for 
Works and Public Buildings Office. 


11. £14,000, to complete the sum for 
Secret Service. 


Crass ITT. 


12. £21,943, to complete the sum for 
Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 


Crass IV. 
13. £109,784 (including a Supplemen- 
tary sum of £6,000), to complete the 
sum for British Museum. 


14. £7,286, to complete the sum for 
National Gallery. 


15. £3,066, to complete the sum for 
National Portrait Gallery. 


whole | 


AGRICULTURAL RATES ACT, 1896 
(ORDERS). 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE moved— 


“That this House disapproves of the regulv- 
tions made and prescribed by the Local Govern- 
| ment Board under the provisions of the Agricul- 
tural Rates Act, 1896.” 


|He thought all the Members of the 
| House who had perused these regulations 
| would come to the conclusion that they 
| were the most extraordinary set of regu- 
‘lations ever laid on the Table of the 
| House. Although they were nominally 
‘laid upon the Table in July it was really 
only yesterday that they came into the 
hands of Members, so that there had 
been very little opportunity for perusing 
them. He thought they should be able 
to point out very clearly that these regu- 
lations proposed to revolutionise the 
whole system of rating in England and 
Wales. [Sir W. Harcourr: “ Hear, 
hear!”] At present there were two 
systems of rating in this country—in the 
urban districts they had a_ separate 
valuation, land and buildings being in 
one category and the farmhouse in 
another category. In the rural districts 
they had simply one valuation—the farm- 
house, buildings and the land were all in 
one category. By the Agricultural Rates 
Act it was incumbent upon the overseers 
throughout the whole of the Kingdom to 
make a separate valuation, and to put 
the farmhouse and buildings in one cate- 
gory and the land in another, which was 
totally different to what they had at 
present. That had never been done 


The 


before for the purposes of rating. 




















173 Agricultural Rates 


overseers were called upon to effect a 
complete revolution in the system of 
rating. That was a thing which he 
would remind the hon. and learned 
Member for Stroud—who was a great 
authority upon rating—that he once told 
the House of Commons was absolutely 
impossible. There were three parties 
who were as a rule affected, the rate- 
payer himself, the other ratepayers in the 
parish, and the neighbouring parishes. 
Under the regulations of the Agricultural 
Rating Act the Government had intro- 
duced for the first time a provision that 
affected not only the individual and 
collective ratepayers, but the general tax- 
payers. To show how important it was 
that the valuations under those regula- 
tions should be carefully made he might 
point out that an over-valuation of a 
farm building of £5 would make a 
difference of £150,000 per annum to the 
general taxpayers of the kingdom. The 


separate valuation of the whole of the | 


agricultural land and buildings in the | 
country was, according to the regulations | 
to be made by the overseers, who were 
generally farmers, and therefore, utterly | 
untrained to the work; and they were | 
called upon to make that valuation by | 
September 7, 1896. In order to show 
the utter absurdity of the regulation he 
would remind the House that under the 
Union Assessment Act of 1852, when 


the overseers were called upon to make | 


a separate valuation of every parish in 


the kingdom, they were allowed three | 
months in which to do the work, although | 


they had the basis of existing valuations 
and, above all, the more important basis 
of the rent on which to work. In the 


° ot 
present instance there was no such basis | 
| 


to go upon, because the rent was not 


apportioned between the buildings on the | 
one hand and the land on the other. | 


The overseers would be called upon to do 
all this work in three weeks, and in the 
certain event of their failing to discharge 
the duty in the allotted time the assess- 


ment committee would be called upon to | 


discharge it in seven days. [‘ Hear, 
hear !” and laughter.| That meant that 


the assessment committee would have to | 
make a separate valuation of farm. 


buildings and farm land in some 30 or 40 
parishes within seven days. Could any- 
thing be more preposterous than such a 
proposal? [‘ Hear, hear!”] But that | 
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was not the whole of this tale of woe. 
The assesssment committee would have 
to make out a fresh valuation list for 
every parish, and revise and examine 
every separate valuation. For this they 
would have 21 days. They were not paid 
men. How were they todo it in the 
time unless they had all-night sittings? 
[“ Hear, hear!” and laughter.| Then 
the surveyor of taxes came in; and he 
was the only check suggested by the 
Government against extravagant valua- 
tion. It would be his duty to see that 
every farmhouse and building throughout 
the union had its proper valuation placed 
upon it. If he did not do that he would 
be worthless. As a rule there was a 
surveyor of taxes for each union, com- 
prising 20 or 30 parishes. And for all 
this work he would have 14 days. A 


more ridiculous suggestion never ema- 





nated from a Government or a public 
|department. Then the surveyor of taxes 
made his objections to the overseer, who 
had seven days to examine them, and 
‘then there were the appeals to the special 
| sessions, which would, of course be com- 
| posed of the landowners in the district. 
It was the same thing as lawyers taxing 
[their own bills of costs. They were 
directly interested in keeping down the 
| valuation of farmhouses and buildings. 
| And to hear every appeal which might 
‘arise in the union the special sessions 
would have ten days. If they sat every 
day and all day they could not do it. 
Then there was another fatal flaw. Under 
the old valuations there was the right 
of appeal to the individual ratepayer, to 
the parish, and to every person aggrieved. 
The overseer had three months to prepare 
the valuation, and then he had to deposit 
the valuation for 14 days in the parish 
where every ratepayer could inspect it, 
and, finally, 28 days were given for notice 
of appeal. But in these new regulations, 
though a separate valuation was to be 
made of farm buildings in which every 
farmer was interested, there was no 
provision for the valuation being deposi- 
‘ted, and no individual ratepayer had a 
right of appeal. These were regulations 
for the purpose of carrying out the Act. 
Now by the regulations they prescribed 
that the moment the lists were ready, 
they were to be sent to the assessment 
committee and no opportunity was given 
to any ratepayer to examine them. 
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Tur SOLICITOR GENERAL: The 
Act enables the ratepayer to appear on 
an appeal brought by the surveyor of 
taxes or the overseers. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Oh! of 


course, but that is a very different thing. | 
He knew the Act did that, but that was 


exactly what he complained of. He 
challenged the Solicitor-General to point 
out a single article in the regulations 
which gave the individual 
aggrieved by the valuation a right of 
initiating an appeal. The Solicitor- 
General was judiciously silent. 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: If the 
hon. Gentleman will read the Act, he 
will see that the regulations could not, 
if they conformed to the Act, give any 
such right. 


Sir W. HARCOURT: Do you say | 


there ought to be no right of appeal ? 


Tur SOLICITOR GENERAL: I say | 
the Act has determined that, and the) 


regulations must follow the Act. 

Sir W. HARCOURT: That is all 
very well. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said _ the 
Solicitor General had now made. it 
perfectly clear. In the hon. and learned 


Gentleman’s view, no farmer in the | 


country, no matter to what extent he 
was aggrieved by the valuation, had any 
right to complain. The Debate would 
have served a good purpose if it made 
that clear to the farmers. Another 
point was that there was no right of 
appeal in these regulations from any 
aggrieved parish. This was not a ques- 
tion arising between individual rate- 
payers, it was a question between one 
parish and another, because it was amply 
brought out in the course of the Debates 
that if in consequence of this Act the 
rate increased, the deficit would have to 
be made up by the Urban District. Now 
an Urban District ought to have a right 
to lodge objections against a rate if it 
was too low. There were two checks 
provided by the regulations, and these 
were not in the Act. The first of the 
checks was the minimum of one-eighth. 
The second check was the Surveyor of 
Taxes. He only got 14 days in order 
to examine the whole valuation of every 
parish in his district. There was no 
staff provided by the Regulations. The 
men who collected the taxes at present 
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valuation. As a rule they were farmers’ 
sons, and it was very unlikely that they 
were going to assist the Surveyor of 
| Taxes to overturn their own valuations. 
The Government ought to have provided 
Regulations which would be a check to 
extravagance, but here a valuation was 
to be made by Overseers whose practical 
interest it was to put buildings as low 
and land as high as possible. They 
were, moreover, dealing with the Trea- 
sury, not with their own parish; as a 
rule they were farmers themselves, and 
therefore they had a great incentive in 
dealing with the Treasury to see that no 
check should be put upon their parish. 
The Overseers had three weeks in order 
to do the work, and to return a state- 
ment according to the best estimate the 
Overseers could make, which really 
‘meant the best guess they could make. 
After this the valuations went to the 
Assessment Committee, which was con- 
| stituted of the same type of farmers and 
|landowners of the district, who had no 
|inducement to correct the Valuation 
| Lists and to keep them down. There 
|was an appeal to Special Sessions and 
| Quarter Sessions, but here again the 
appeal would be made to the same class, 
that is to say, to the landowners and 
farmers. Indeed, the only check pro- 
vided by the regulations of the Govern- 
ment was the Surveyor of Taxes, and 
that check had practically been rendered 
impotent and powerless. The Surveyor 
of Taxes had to do his work in 14 days, 
and even if he cycled over his district, 
it would be impossible for him to do the 
work in the time. In fact, the Regula- 
tions were a sham, and elaborate precau- 
tions had heen taken in order to provide 
| beforehand that they should be a sham. 
| It was said that the Government were 
‘going to deal liberally in this matter of 
the rates, but this was not a question of 
making a fair and honest valuation in 
‘order to protect the taxpayers of the 
|towns and the labourers. It was a 
| question of making a rough-and-ready 
| valuation, and putting the whole thing 
|in the hands of the Overseers to make a 
valuation which should eventually be 
| submitted to landowners and others con- 
| stituting a Court of Appeal. 

| *Sir C. DILKE seconded the Resolu- 
|tion. He had some acquaintance with 











were the Assistant Overseers—that is to) this matter from the Assessment Com- 
say, the very men who prepared this| mittee’s side, and he knew a good deal 
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about the working of Overseers in coun- 
try parishes. He had read the Regula- 
tions with some care, and he was bound 
to say that they threw upon Overseers 
duties which he believed they were in- 
competent to perform in the time given 
to them. He did not agree that this 
was the fault of the Regulations ; it was 
the fault of the Bill ; but those Regula- 
tions brought out the fact that the Bill 
had been so drawn that it was impos- 
sible fairly to work it, and impossible 
for the parishes to perform the duties 
which the Bill threw upon them. He 
had no fault to find with the Regulations 
as Regulations. He believed the Local 
Government Board, in drawing them 
up, had done its best to carry out the 
Bill ; but, notwithstanding, he believed 
that the Bill was throwing upon the 
Overseers duties which they could not 
possibly discharge. There had been 
some experience of what Overseers were 
called upon to perform in connection 
with difficult duties like those under 
discussion in the past. He considered 
that the Overseers, and, above all, the 
Assistant Overseers, were an admirable 
body of men. They did their work 
honestly and efficiently, and he should 
like to preserve them in connection with 
the registration of voters for example ; 
but Parliament was in the habit of 
throwing upon them, year after year, 
duties so complicated that it would 
almost take the talent of lawyers to 
understand them. Take the Service 
Franchise as an example. The duties 
here were so difficult that hardly any 
registration lawyer in the country could 
explain what the duties of the Overseers 
were. Several years ago the Overseers 
broke down under the Parish Councils 
portion of the Local Government Act. 
It had been his business to make a good 
many inquiries in representative rural 
parishes in different parts of the country 
as to the working of the Act, and he 
found that they had thrown upon these 
officers duties so complicated, to be 
carried out ina time so short, that it was 
practically impossible for them to dis- 
charge them in the allotted time. Taking 
the best of the Assistant Overseers in 
small rural parishes, he should like to 
know what the House could expect of 
men who were paid the present salary. 
A small Overseer might be a farmer’s 
son, and he would be called upon to dis- 
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charge duties which no lawyer or land 
surveyor could possibly discharge in the 
time. It was not the fault of the Local 
Government Board that such early dates 
had been fixed, but the fault of the Bill. 
The result would be that the best esti- 
mate that the Overseers could make 
would be mere guesswork. But suppos- 





ing that the Assessment Committees 
|were resorted to, what would happen 4 
The farmers who constituted the Com- 
'mittees would probably not do the 
; work themselves. It would be intrusted 
| to their clerks, who would employ other 
/people who would have to be well paid. 
| The consequence would be that the cost 
involved would be greater than the re- 
‘turn which the localities would receive 
| from the Treasury under the Act. 

| Tur SOLICITOR GENERAL ob- 
| served that the right hon. Baronet had 
| said that the Regulations were admirably 
drawn for the purpose of carrying out 
the Act. But the right hon. Baronet 


said that the Act was a bad one, and 


| therefore he seconded a Motion to with- 
ihold the assent of the House to the 
| Regulations. Was ever such a proceed- 
ing heard of before? [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
| *Sir C. DILKE reminded the hon. 
‘and learned Gentleman that the Debate 
|on that part of the Bill relating to the 
| Regulations was closured, and _ that, 
|therefore, hon. Members had not been 
lable to discuss it. 

| Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL said 
|that he should be sorry to renew the 
painful history of the Debates on the 
Bill, which was fully and amply dis- 
cussed. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The Mea- 
sure was now the law of the land, and it 
imposed upon the Local Government 
Board the duty of making these Regu- 
lations, and if they were admirably 
drawn, as the right hon. Baronet ad- 
mitted, in the name of common sense, 
why did he second a Motion disapproving 
of them? [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’?] What 
had been said by the hon. Member who 
made the Motion was very familiar to 
his ears ; he had heard the same remarks 
more than once before. The speech of 
the hon. Member was a belated attack 
upon the Act. The hon. Member said 
that the time allotted to certain business 
was too short, but it was the Act that 
prescribed the dates, and none others 
could have been fixed in the Regulations. 
Then the hon. Member declared that it 
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was a difficult, if not an impossible, task 
to separate the value of buildings from 
the value of the land. [Mr. Luioyp- 
GrorGE said that he had only quoted 
that statement.] Yes; but the hon. 
Member quoted it for the purpose of 
showing that the Regulations imposed 
an impossible task upon the Overseers. 
That duty was imposed, not by the 
Regulations, but by the Act. The diffi- 
culty of that duty had been very much 
exaggerated. There were districts in 
the country where the separation had 
been already effected. These Regulations 
gave the clearest possible directions to 
the Overseers as to the mode in which 
that separation was to be effected, and 
the difficulty that had been conjured up 
was, to a very large extent, an imaginary 
one. Then it was said that it was mon- 
strous that an aggrieved ratepayer should 
not have an appeal against a valuation. 
That very question was raised in Section 
6, and that section was amended by a 
provision allowing any ratepayer to be 
heard on an appeal brought by the Sur- 
veyor of Taxes or the Overseers. Again, 
that was not an objection to the Regu- 
lations, but to the Act. It could not 
be suggested that the Regulations should 
fly in the face of the Act and give the 
ratepayer this appeal. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ ] 
If they did so it would be good ground 
for the House refusing to sanction them. 
The hon. Gentleman went on to say that 
the Overseers were incompetent for these 
duties. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I 
said they were incompetent. 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL said 
he distinctly heard the hon. Member say 
that the Overseers would be under very 
great temptation to put the value of the 
building too low. Did he mean that the 
Overseers were incompetent or that they 
were dishonest 7 [‘‘ Hear, hear !”’ | 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : TI said that 
they could not do the work in three 
weeks’ time. 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL : That 
was not the point at all. The hon. 
Gentleman said the Overseers would be 
under an irresistible temptation to put 
the value too low. Again, this work 
was not imposed on them by the Regu- 
lations, but by the Act. The Regula- 
tions provided that the Surveyor of Taxes 
might authorise persons to appear for 
him, and he would not, therefore, be 


never 


Solicitor General. 
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tied down to the possibility of appearing 
only in one place and on one occasion. 
He did not desire to dwell on these 
points, for he listened with curiosity to 
see when the hon. Member would come 
to any objection to the Regulations, and 
he ventured to say that his speech 
throughout was a renewal of objections 
which had been stated over and over 
again, to the Act, and did not contain 
one syllable of objection to the Regula- 
tions as such. Anyone examining the 
dates in detail would find, having regard 
to what had to be done, that the time 
allowed was not so inadequate as the 
hon, Gentleman supposed ; and the 21st 
Regulation gave the Local Government 
Board power, if under any special cir- 
cumstances more time was wanted, to 
extend the time. 

Srr W. HARCOURT confessed that 
he was extremely surprised at the 
aggressive tone which had been assumed 
by the Solicitor General on this subject. 
The statement made by his hon. Friend 
the Member for Carnarvon was a very 
calm statement. [Jronical Ministerial 
laughter.| Why these ill-bred interrup- 
tions ? fone | Why was a person 
not to be allowed to speak without what 
he might call these vulgar cheers from 
Gentlemen who ought to know better ? 
He claimed the right to discuss this 
matter in spite of interruptions of that 
kind. What they had to examine was 
how far these Regulations were likely to 
fairly carry out the objects of the Bill. 
He entirely differed from the right hon. 
Member for the Forest of Dean as to 
these Regulations—as to their character 
and their bearing upon the Bill—and if 
he entertained the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s opinion upon the subject he cer- 
tainly should not have seconded this 
Motion or have supported it. [ Zaughter. | 
When you condemned Regulations you 
did not begin by saying they were per- 
fect. [| Laughter.; When the Bill was 
first discussed the Leader of the House 
said it was a single-clause Bill and that 
it was a question of machinery. These 
Regulations were the machinery, and 
they wanted to see what the machinery 
was like. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’| The 
moment these Regulations appeared 
there was found in this document of 87 
pages the commentary on the statement 
of the First Lord of the Treasury, and 
commentaries were often a hundred 
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times longer than the text to which| 
they were attached. A more extra- | 
ordinary, more unworkable, more im- | 
practicable set of Regulations he had| 
never seen. [‘‘Hear!’’] ‘The fact) 
was these Regulations were in them-| 
selves the machinery referred to in| 
the Bill. If these had been part of the | 
Bill they never would have passed, and | 
when examined they would be found im- | 
possible of execution. This was the) 
machinery the Leader of the House, 
spoke of as so simple. And what was} 
the machinery? When the Bill was| 
before the House he ventured to say it | 
was a revolution in the rating system of | 
the country, and these Regulations were 
the means by which the revolution was | 
to be carried out. It was idle for the| 
Solicitor General to say it was all the 
fault of the Bill ; they knew that per- 
fectly well. They would comment on 
these Regulations, and they would be | 
commented upon in every parish in the 
country as an illustration of what the 
Bill was; the value of these Regula- 
tions was that they illustrated the cha- 
racter of the Bill. The Bill, as they had 
always maintained, revolutionised the 
whole system of taxation of this coun- 
try. The Solicitor General was not ex- 
tremely wise in relying upon the Bill. 
That Bill was carried through all-night 
sittings, and it was in attempting to deal 
with this machinery that his hon. Friend 
was suspended. [‘‘Hear!’’] He en- 
deavoured to discuss this very machinery, 
and, though the Solicitor General now 
said: ‘*The Bill is passed ; what is 
the use of discussing the machinery ?”’ 
the machinery was before the House, 
and the machinery showed the character 
of the Bill. These Regulations would 
be discussed in the House, and else- 
where they would be criticised by those 
who had to carry them out, and by those 
who suffered from them in every parish. 
Those who had to carry out the Regula- 
tions would be the real enemies of the 
Bill. It was necessary to examine how 
the Bill would be carried into operation. 
First, the spending authorities were to| 
make their returns to the Local Govern- | 
ment Board on September Ist. These} 
spending authorities were County Coun- | 
cils, Borough Councils, District Councils, | 
Guardians, and School Boards. In this | 
portentous document there were 60) 
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various authorities under the Bill were 
to fill up. They were to fill it up in the 
last fortnight in August. These spend- 
ing authorities were to send in their Re- 
turns by the 7th of September. He 
should like to know where these spending 
authorities were at this moment. A 
great many of them were abroad, and a 
good many of them had gone to Scot- 
land, and all these spending authorities 
were to come back in the middle of 
August, and make these returns. And 
they were not simple returns. The first 
return was to be as to what the rating 
was in the last year. That was not 
a simple thing, because they were in- 
structed to report whether or not there 
were any exceptional circumstances in 
the rating of the past year which should 
not make that the proper basis—that 
was, the basis for five years, and pro- 


_bably for very much longer than five 


years when once it was made. And 
now, at a time when everybody was 
absent on their holidays, they had to 
return, and, within a fortnight, to make 
these returns. That was, according to 
his right hon, Friend the Member for 
the Forest of Dean, an admirable 
provision. 

*Sir C. DILKE said he did not say 
so. He said that under the Bill they 
could not get a longer time. 

Sir W. HARCOURT: Why not a 
longer time ? 

*Sir C. DILKE : Because you cannot. 
There is not room for it. 

Sir W. HARCOURT said this Bill 
was to be carried out in March, and his 
right hon. Friend said they could not 
give longer time than the 7th of Septem- 
ber. He did not understand, and he 
did not think it was so. This was to be 
the basis of an entire change in the 
rating system of the country, and, as far 
as the spending authorities were con- 
cerned, it was to be accomplished by the 
7th of September. If that was a neces- 
sity of the Bill and of the Regulations, 
he said it was preposterous, and absurd, 
and impracticable. But if this was so 
with reference to the spending authori- 
ties he had already named, it was a far 
more serious thing with reference to the 
Overseers. The First Lord of the Trea- 
sury had given them the benefit of his 
opinion upon this Bill. 

THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
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clauses of the Bill after the first and | got in which to perform the work? He 
second clauses. They had nothing |had to do it in seven days. Any man 
whatever to do with the Regulations. | acquainted with the country must know 

Sir W. HARCOURT said the Regu- ‘that that was absolutely and totally im- 
lations arose entirely out of the machinery | practicable. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’?] Again, 
clauses. It was to carry out the|the Bill provided for no appeal by the 
machinery clauses that these Regulations | ratepayer against an unjust assessment. 
were brought in—machinery clauses} Why was that? Because the Govern- 
which were passed at an all-night sitting, |ment chose to pass a Bill of this kind, 
and that was really the cause of the | dealing with a great reform of the rating 


absurdity of the arrangement. They 
had no means of discussing the clauses, 
otherwise they might have prevented it, 
and the result was necessarily to pro- 
duce the preposterous absurdities that 
appeared on the face of the Regulations. 
Let them see what the Overseers were 
to do. They were to undertake a task 
which was pooh-poohed by the Solicitor 
General, who was extremely learned in 
the law, but who, he ventured to say, 
knew extremely little about the actual 
administration of the Overseers in Eng- 
lish parishes. It was an exceptional 
thing for Overseers to make out a sepa- 
rate valuation. He regarded the opinion 
of the Solicitor General on matters of 
law with the greatest veneration, but, 
when he laid down the law as to parish 
administration, he must allow him to 
have his opinion. The Overseers were 
being set to do what they had no know- 
ledge or experience of whatever. If 
ordered to do things they were not accus- 
tomed to they ought at least to be allowed 
decent time. But by September 7th 
they were expected to have valued every 
tenement in the parish, separating the 
value of the land from that of the 
houses. It was an impossible task, and 
one they could not and would not do. 
Besides, most of the Overseers were 
farmers, and between now and Septem- 
ber 7th they would be engaged in the 
harvest. A more ridiculous, prepos- 
terous, and absurd proposal than that of 
the Government it was impossible to 
conceive. As to making a valuation on 
a basis of the character proposed in the 
Regulations, anyone who knew anything 
of rural life knew the thing was absurd. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’|] Suppose the Over- 
seer did not do it, what was the provi- 
sion in the Regulations? That the As- 


sessment Committee might appoint a 
man to come and value every tenement 
in the parish and separate the buildings 
from the land. How long had this man, 
who had never seen the parish before, 


First Lord of the Treasury. 


|system of England, at all-night sittings. 
|The subject, requiring tue greatest care 
/in its treatment, never had consideration 
lin that House nor in the Committee 
'from which the Bill emanated. [‘‘ Hear, 
|hear?’’] Having passed a Bill revolu- 
| tionising the whole rating of the country, 
|and which was to govern it for years, in 
itwo all-night sittings, they were then 
| going to inquire how the thing ought to 
ibe done. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The 
| Solicitor General thought it was very 
unimportant whether the ratepayer was 
|to have an appeal against an unjust as- 
isessment. Did he think that when these 
Regulations went to the parishes in Eng- 
land, and all the ratepayers found they 
were deprived of this advantage of ap- 
peal, which they had always had and to 
which in justice they were entitled, they 
would be put off in this off-hand manner 4 
He knew very little of the rural parishes 
in England if he thought so. [{ ** Hear, 
hear !’’?| He had mentioned two classes 
of authorities through whom this new 
system of rating had to be passed. They 
next came to the Assessment Com- 
mittees, and after the Overseers had 
gone through this task, which they had 
had no time to perform, it became the 
duty of the Assessment Committee to 
review their imperfect work. Everybody 
must know that by September 7th the 
work would require a great deal of re- 
view. What was the time given to the 
Assessment Committee for this purpose 4 
As the hon. Member for Carnarvon had 
said, the Assessment Committee might 
have to deal with a dozen or two dozen 
parishes, and this imperfect work of the 
Overseers had to be reviewed by the 
Assessment Comuinittee in three weeks. 
Again he said it was ridiculous and pre- 
posterous. Every man who knew any- 
thing about the work that was to be done 
in cases of this kind, knew perfectly well 
that in the month of September, when 
everybody was wanting and taking their 
holidays, it was impossible, even if they 
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kept them up all night, as the First , ment, comprising also agricultural land, has been 


Lord kept them up to pass his Bill, that 
they could do the work which these 
Regulations imposed upon them. Then 
he came to a matter in which he took a 


deep interest, and that was the position | 


of the Surveyor of Taxes in this matter. 
The hon. Member for Carnarvon had 


properly pointed out that the natural | 
anxiety of all these local authorities was | 


to get as much money out of the Ex- 


chequer as they possibly could. There | 


was no special original sin in people who 
had that desire, but he wanted to see 
what protection was given under these 


Regulations against this robbing of the | 


Exchequer. What was the Surveyor of 
Taxes to do? All these valuations, 
which were to be made by the Overseers 
in a fortnight or three weeks, were to be 
reviewed by the Assessment Committee, 
and then the Surveyor of Taxes was to 


have his say in the matter. In these | 


Regulations they found the form in 
which tiie Overseers were to state to the 
Surveyor of Taxes the grounds on which 
the buildings and other hereditaments 


were valued at less than the rental, and | 


then the Surveyor of Taxes was to 
examine whether those grounds were 
sufficient. How was he to examine 
them? He must go into the parishes, 
and he must inquire into matters of 
which he had no personal knowledge 
whatever. If he must protect the 


revenue he must go there and examine | 


why those valuations are below the 
rental, and he was allowed 10 days to 
go through all the parishes. 

Tne CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said he was allowed from 
the 7th of September to the 17th of 
October to decide whether he would 
assent to the valuations, or whether he 
would make objections. 

Sm W. HARCOURT said it was 
stated on Page 10 of the Regulations :— 


‘* TheSurveyor of Taxes shall, within fourteen 
days of the receipt by him of the notice of any 
corrections of the Overseers’ statement by the 
Assessment Committee, or within fourteen days 
after the Third day of October, One thousand 


eight hundred and ninety-six, if he has then | 


received no notice of any such corrections, give 
to the Committee notice of his objections to the 
statement or to any correction thereof on the 
ground (a) that any separately valued heredita- 
ment has been wrongly entered as agricultural 
land, or (2) that the value of such buildings and 
other hereditaments not being agricultural land 
as are included in a separately valued heredita- 


under-estimated, and in the latter case shall 
| state the gross estimated rental and rateable 
| value of the buildings and other hereditaments, 
| not being agricultural land,which, in his opinion, 
| should be inserted in the statement.” 


Tut SOLICITOR GENERAL said 
‘that in the first instance the statement 
was to be sent by the Overseers to the 
Surveyor of Taxes. 

Sr W. HARCOURT said the Soli- 
‘citor General was quite wrong. The 
hon. and learned Gentleman could not 
have read the clause. 


“The Surveyor of Taxes shall, within the 
time within which he is required to give notice 
of his objections, if any, to the statement or any 
correction thereof, state in what cases he con- 
sents and in what cases he refuses his consent to 
the valuation of any buildings and other here- 
ditaments being fixed at less than the minimum 
rateable value.” 


That was Schedule M. 
Tae SOLICITOR GENERAL said 
| that if the right hon. Gentleman would 


turn. to the First clause of Article IV.,he 
would find that :— 


‘The Overseers of every Parish shall, as soon 
as practicable, make, and shall, on or before the 
Seventh day of September, One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-six, send to the Assessment 
Committee and to the Surveyor of Taxes in 
whose district the Parish is comprised, state- 
ments as follows.” 

Sir W. HARCOURT said the As- 
sessment Committee might change the 
whole thing, and when the Return came 
to the Surveyor of Taxes he would only 
have 14 days to examine it. That was 
‘insufficient time. The burden of all 
these rating reforms was to be borne 
by that class of ratepayers who would 
get no relief under the Bill. [{‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’| They were, in fact, to pay 
all the expenses of the proceedings, 
and all these unfortunate people were 
to be called upon to perform the 
duties within a limited time, and if 
they failed they were to be fined 40s. 
Fancy these instructions being sent to 
the ordinary overseers, who were generally 
small farmers! He must say that he 
never, in the whole course of his life, 
‘heard of a more ridiculous or prepos- 
terous proposal. What in the world did 
it all mean? This was a great rating 
reform ; and regulations more unfitted 
to carry out, more impracticable, he 
never before heard of. He supposed the 
Solicitor General would make up his mind 
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as to the staff he was going to supply. , 
It was' impossible to describe the 


absurdity which characterised these 
instructions. What was the meaning 


of all this desperate hurry, of the all- 
night sitting, and of this revolution in 
the rating system of this country ? 
They all knew very well that it was to 
grab the surplus. Why was this limit of 
time fixed to make the overseers do 
what they could not do? It was to 
prevent the two millions slipping out of 
their fingers. Next year they might not 
have a surplus. That was why they 
obliged the local spending authorities to 
do everything by the Ist September, 
and the overseers by the 7th September, 
and that was the reason why the Bill 
had been pushed through in the small 
hours of the morning without delibera- 
tion ; a Bill on which regulations of this 
character had been founded. He could 
only call this a hugger-mugger policy, 
and the Bill was a harum-scarum Bill. 
Gentlemen who transacted business in | 
the small hours of the morning were 
very apt to be confused, and to produce 
work like that which they had in these 
regulations. They complained that the 
whole of this Measure, which involved 
enormous financial consequences, both 
local and Imperial, had been huddled 
through the House without any due con- 
sideration of the importance of the 
matter, with the result that regulations 
of this character were founded upon it. 
The object was, without due considera- 
tion, to get hold of a large sum of money 
taken from the taxpayers of this country 
for the benefit of one particular class. 
The reason why he condemned these 
regulations was because they were 
intended to deal with a large sum of 
public money which had been unjustly 


taken from the taxpayers of the country 
without the subject having been 


adequately considered by Parliament. 
Such a principle as was involved in these 
regulations was caiculated to do an 
immense injustice to the general tax- 
payers of the country. The Solicitor 
General himself had admitted that how- 
ever unjust these valuations might be, 
there was no power to appeal against 
them. 

THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Henry 
Cuaptin, Lincolnshire, Sleaford) said 
that he had more than once been under 


Sir W. Harcourt. | 
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the apprehension that the right hon. 
Gentleman was about to indulge in 
another Second Reading speech upon 
the Agricultural Rating Act. 

Sir W. HARCOURT : This is prac- 
tically the First Reading of it. We had 
no opportunity for discussing the 
Measure. 

Mr. CHAPLIN said that he did not 
know whether there was really anything 
in the right hon. Gentleman’s speech 
which called for a reply on his part. 

Sir W. HARCOURT: Then why 
do you not move the Closure ? 


An HON. MEMBER: 


interruption. 


Mr. CHAPLIN said that the hon. 
Member for Carnarvon had, in the 
course of his speech, described these 
regulations as being ridiculous, while the 
right hon, Gentleman opposite had 
described them as _ constituting the 
grossest imposture he had ever known. 
He had, therefore, been extremely glad 
to hear such a high authority upon 
matters of local government as the right 
hon. Member for the Forest of Dean 
express his approval of the regulations in 
contradiction to the wild and_ foolish 
assertions that had been uttered with 
reference to them. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
The right hon. Gentleman the Leader of 
the Opposition had complained of these 
regulations, and had said that if they 
had been embodied in the Bill that 
Measure would never have been passed 
into law. The Government were quite 
as well aware of that fact as the right 
hon. Gentleman himself was. The Gov- 
ernment knew of the unexampled and 
unprecedented powers of obstruction in 
the face of which the proceedings of 
Parliament in the present day had to be 
conducted. Never before had a Leader 
of an Opposition thrown himself so 
openly and avowedly into the arms of 
the obstructionists as the right hon. 
Gentleman had done. The overseers 
would be able to do their work in time, 
because they would be totally free from 
the terrible obstruction which Parlia- 
ment had to encounter. The right hon. 
Gentleman said that the overseers could 
never complete their work by the 7th 
September. What was to prevent them 
from doing so? They would have all 
the necessary materials for making the 
valuation in their hands. The former 
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were divided into two heads. There 
were those which related to past expen- 
diture to be setiled by the spending 
authorities, and then there were those 
which related to assessmentsin thefuture. 
There were upwards of 48 of these forms 
in the first class and only 19 in the 
second. There were 10 spending autho- 
rities, and it might fairly be asked why 
it was that more than 48 different kinds 
of forms were required for 10 spending 
authorities. There were two reasons for 
it. In the first place, Parliament had 
required that these regulations should be 
laid on the Table for a certain number of 


days before they acquired the force of | 


law, and, consequently, the Local Gov- 
ernment Board had been compelled to 
be most careful to provide for every 
possible contingency. In the next place, 
some of these 10 authorities must be 
again subdivided. For example, they 
had to provide 11 different forms for one 
kind of spending authority alone 
namely, the School Board. At the 
same time, no School Board would have 
to fill up more than one form unless 
alterations were made in the area or in 
the contributory district. The same 
thing held good more or less with regard 
to other spending authorities. | With 
regard to the surveyor of taxes, first of 
all these regulations had the approval of 
the Treasury, and he had heard the 
right hon. Gentleman express unbounded 
confidence in the present Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ; and, as regarded the 
buildings, the Surveyor of Taxes was 
protected by the minimum clause in the 
regulations. He was not the least 
surprised at the opposition to these regu- 
lations by the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite. There was nothing the right 
hon, Gentleman would have stuck at by 
which he could further impede the effec- 
tive administration of an Act of Parlia- 
ment which had been supported through 
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in their troubles, but he had seized with 
avidity every opportunity to interfere 
with and impede their interests. One 
result of these Debates would be that 
the right hon. Gentleman would go 
down to posterity as their bitterest foe, 
deadliest enemy, and most unscrupulous 
opponent. 

Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL 
(Bethnal Green, S.W.) said the learned 
Solicitor General had characterised this 
Motion as an attack upon the Measure, 
and had said that these regulations 
would faithfully carry out the Act. He 
traversed that statement. The illustra- 
tion upon which the Solicitor General 
had relied was a very unfortunate one 
for him. The hon. and learned Member 
had referred to the question of appeal 
and the provision in the rules that the 
occupier of the hereditament that was 
immediately concerned in the appeal 
might be heard. That provision, how- 
ever, did not at all carry out what was 
enacted in the Act itself. He had special 
reason to know that, because the con- 
cession made by the Government in 
Committee was made in consequence of 
an Amendment which he had himself 
moved. The Act did not say that this 
right to be heard should be confined to 
the occupier of the tenement. The 
words in the Act purported to give that 
right to any aggrieved ratepayer, but by 
these regulations the effect of the enact- 
ment would be narrowed and restricted. 
A ratepayer, it should be remembered, 
might be aggrieved because some other 
ratepayer was assessed more lightly than 
he ought to be. Surely, the Solicitor 
General would not maintain that it was 
competent for the Local Government 
Board to narrow an enactment in a 
statute by a rule made under that 
statute 4 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that he 
did not intend to put the House to the 
trouble of a Division. 





this House steadfastly by larger 
majorities than he ever remembered in 
the case of any Bill. 
hon. Gentleman told them it was impos- 
sible to make this separate valuation the 
answer was simple ; it would be done 
precisely in the way in which it was 
done now. The right hon. Gentleman 
would appear before the agricultural 
community in his true colours at last. 
Over and over again he had heard him 
profess the deepest sympathy for them 


When the right 





| Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
| SUPPLY [61H AUGUST]. 
Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPART- 
MENTS ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 
Crass IT. 

1. “ That a sum, not exceeding £3,573, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
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in course of payment during the year ending on POOR RELIEF (IRELAND) BILL. 
the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries and Tue CHIEF SECRETARY For 


Expenses of the Board of Lunacy in Scotland.” 


IRELAND (Mr. Geratp_ BaALrour, 
2. “That a sum, not exceeding £3,175, be | Leeds, Central) asked for leave to intro- 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum/qduce a Bill to make further provision 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come _with respect to the relief of the destitute 
in course of payment during the year ending on | : 1 if h ; 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries | POOT In Treland, and for other purposes 
and Expenses of the Department of the | connected therewith. He explained 
Registrar General of Births, etc., in Scotland.” | that he did not intend to proceed 
3. “That a sum, not exceeding £7.591, be| further with the Bill this Session, but 
“4 sls ’ ¥ — eee oy 4 . : ° 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum | that it was brought in so that its pro- 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come | visions might be considered in the Recess 


in course of payment during the year ending | } P ae itan + and 
, 2 : ees »y Poor Law authorities in Ireland. 
on the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries | " 


ee 200 > > N nw war y ard | ° ee e 
and Expense s of the Loc al Government Board sill to make further provision with 
for Scotland, and for Expenses under the Public 


Health Acts, Infectious Diseases Notification respect to Relief of the Destitute Poor 
Act, Vaccination Act, Local Government | in Ireland, and for other purposes con- 
(Scotland) Act, 1889, Burgh Police (Scotland) | nected therewith, ordered to be brought 
Act, and Local Government (Scotland) Act, | jn by Mr. Gerald Balfour and the 
ne Attorney General for Ireland ; presented 
accordingly, and read the First time ; to 
be read a Second time upon Monday 
4. “That a sum, not exceeding £26,295, be | next, and to be printed.—{ Bill 337.] 

granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum | 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come | 
in course of payment during the year ending on | 
the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries and | 
Expenses of the Offices in Her Majesty’s) NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 


Crass ITT. 


General Register House, Edinburgh.” 1894-5. 
5. “That a sum, not exceeding £55,356 be| (Considered in Committee.) 


granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum | 
necessary to defray the Charge which will) [Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cuarrman of 
come in course of payment during the year| Ways and MEANS. i 5 eR 
° ~ gr AYS ¢ MEANS é ° 
ending on the 31st day of March 1897, for the | » in the Chair ] 
Expenses of the Prison Commissioners for ee ' . das cet te 
Scotland, and of the Prisons under their con- \ 1. Chat it appears by the Navy Appropriation 
: . A ge > ey | Account for the year ended the 31st day of 
trol, including the Maintenance of Criminal Moeseh 1006. and the ok ; sd thes 
Raetie: aul te Peasall £ Judicial | March 1896, andt 1e statement appended thereto, 
unatics and the Preparation of Judicial) oper ad > fii Mie eden call 4 
Statistics.” after a justing (1) the « urge of a sum of 
i = | £3,143 19s. Od., and (2) the sum of £70,635 Os. 0d , 
. voted for Interest on advances under the Naval 
Crass IV. | Defence Act 1889, but not issued in conse- 
: quence of the passing of the Finance Act 1894, 
6. “That a sum, not exceeding £1.960, be | as follows, viz. :— 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 


Se , : ; 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 7a That the. gross expenditure for certain 
in course of payment during the year ending on Navy Services exceeded the estimate of 
the 31st day of March 1897, for a Grant to the such expenditure by a total Sur of 
Board of Trustees for Manufactures in Scotland £399,045 lis. Od., as shown in Column 
in Aid of the Maintenance of the National | No. 1 of the Schedule hereto appended ; 
Gallery, School of Art, and Museum of while the gross expenditure for other 
Antiquities, Scotland.” Navy Services fell short of the estimate 


of such expenditure by a total sum of 

£263,165 15s. 7d., as shown in Column 

No. 2 of the said appended Schedule, 

Crass VIT. so that the gross actual expenditure for 

the whole of the Navy Services exceeded 

7. “That asum, not excecding £24,200, be the gross estimated expenditure by the 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum net sum of £135,880 1s. 5d. ; : 

necessary to defray the Charge which will come 

in course of payment during the year ending 


— 
> 


.) That the receipts in aid of certain Navy 


on the 31st day of March 1897, for Grants in Services fell short of the estimate of such 
Aid of Expenditure upon certain Public Works, on ™ re meg e oe cr 
and for improved Communications, and other pt etc Sch i hil " veel the said 
purposes, within the Highlands and Islands of ee oe the receipts in 
Scotland.” aid of other Navy Services exceeded the 


estimate of such receipts by a total sum 
of £63,108 8s. 11d., as shown in Column 
No. 4 of the said appended Schedule; so 


Resolutions agreed to. 
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that the total actual receipts in aid of the 2. That the Lords Con.missioners of Her 
Grants for Navy Services fell short of | Majesty’s Treasury have temporarily authorised 
the total estimated receipts by the net | the application, in reduction of the net charge 
sum of £7,936 0s. 2d. ; on Exchequer Sages for certain ed eet 
.) That the resulting differences between | of the whole of the sums received in excess 0 
’ Xe Exchequer cuanto for Navy Services | pep ear ch ge 30 : a. oe poe 
| of the same Services ; and have also temporarily 

pap oe SY Sage “| = ~ | authorised the application of the said total sur- 
sg : ‘ 9 3 8 9 | Pluses on certain Grants for Navy Services 

Total —— es he igo 9 9 | towards meeting the said total deficits on other 

Total Deficits ... 381, | Grants for Navy Services. 





























Net Deficit ... £143,816 1 7 | 8. Resolved, That the application of such 
Sa «20 sums be sanctioned. 
SCHEDULE. 
| | PS 
Gross Expenditure, | Appropriations in Aid, 
| mateiiatin Surpl 
r rpluses 
Number | N ‘ Excesses of | oo areal of Actual as | of Actual as 
avy Services, 1894-5. Actual over Estimated i i 
ca | otes, Estimated | over Actual | a a 
E ae E rot | Estimated | Estimated 
xpenditure. Expenditure.) “Roceipts, Receipts. 
| 1. | errs 4, 
| | 
£a a) &£8.4| £284] & & d, 
1 | Wages, etc., of Officers, Seamen and 
| Boys, Coast Guard and Royal 
Marines ar 97,997 10 1} 11,655 10 9 
2 -. | Vietualling and “Clothing for the 
ot rent 114,234 . 0| 13,392 15 5 
3 Med: ca Establishments # ‘and Servi ices re 5,387 6 349.17 5 
+ .. | Martial Law = owe + 395 ? 10 sa 3810 1 
5 ... | Educational Services... 0. ase me 1,443 0 6 say 723 0 2 
6 ... | Scientific Services *is _ se 103 18 9 sa et 1,282 18 1 
7 Royal Navy Reserves . ae 13,756 16 0 me 97 5 5 
8 Shipbuilding, Repairs, Maintenance, | 
etc.: 
Sec.1 ... Personnel ee wae da ie 479 3 8 661 2 4 
Sec. 2 Materiel... wee “a «. | 48,886 8 9 = 28,383 10 6 
Sec. 3 Coutract Work ... as ae san 4,553 14 6 a 3,926 17 9 
9 .. | Naval Armaments 302,877 3 7 ie ie 57,016 11 7 
10 Works, Buildings and_ Repairs at | 
| Home and Abroad... ae Pan 23,824 3 6! 65,983 18 9 
11 ote Miscellaneous Effective Servi ices .. | 18,217 3 0 ove 1,471 16 3 
12 Admiralty Office Seed nae 1,094 9 0 ne: 23 510 
13 ... | Half-Pay, Reserved and Retired Pay | 5,799 12 6 oe | 2,928 11 0 
14 ... | Naval and Marine Pensions, Gra- | | 
tuities, and Compassionate “Allow- 
_ ances... a 6,278 14 4 5,690 18 9 
15 ... | Civil Pensions and Gratuities .. | 10,583 1 8 72 711 
16 ... | Additional Naval Force for Service in 
Australasian Waters 4216 0 455 0 0 
Amount written off as irrecoverable 6,256 18 5 
| 300,085 17 0} 263,165 15 7) 71,044 9 1) 63,108 3 11 














Net Deficit, £135,880 1 5 Net Deficit, £7,936 0 2 
ll 


~ 





Total Deficit a ae = .. £143,816 1 7 


Deduct—Amount voted for Interest on Advances 
under the Naval Defence Act 1889, 
not issued . 70,686 0 0 
Sum due from the Naval Defence 
Account, under 52 Vic., c, 8,s.3(2) 223,200 4 6 
: poe ase aE 293,836 4 6 





Surplus surrendered to the Fxchequer .., £150,020 2 11 


a 


4. That it appears by the Army Appropria- , issued in consequence of the peas of the 
tion Account for the year ended the 31st day of | Finance Act 1894, as follows, viz. 
March 1895, and the statement appended there- | (a.) That the gross eins for certain 
to, after adj usting the sum of £75,000 voted for Army Services exceeded the estimate of 
Interest on the Imperial Defence Loan, but not such expenditure by a total sum of 
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(.) That the receipts in aid of certain | 
Army Services fell short of the estimate | 
of such receipts by a total sum of | 

4d., as shown in Column 
No. 3 of the said appended Schedule ; 
while the receipts in aid of other Army | 
Services exceeded the estimate of such 
054 15s. 9d., 
as shown in Column No. 4 of the said 
so that the total 
actual receipts in Aid of the Grants for 
Army Services fell short of the total | 
estimated receipts by the net sum of | 


Navy and Army 
£55,669 0s. 


that the gross actual expenditure for the 


viz. :— 
£ s. d. 
Total Surpluses 297,682 17 6 
Total Deficits 61,878 5 4 
h y Services fell short of | <TH TRp 
whole of the Army Services fell short of | _ £235,804 12 2 


the gross estimated expenditure by the 


net sum of £331,238 5s. 9d. ; 


£102,488 9s. 


receipts by a total sum of £7, 


appended Schedule, 


£95,433 138s. 7d. ; 
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5d., as shown in Column , 
No. 1 of the Schedule hereto appended ; | 
while the gross expenditure for other 
Army Services fell short of the Estimate 
of such expenditure by « total sum of 
a: 907 6s. 2d., as shown in Column 

No. 2 of the said appended Schedule, so 
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(c.) That the resulting differences between 
the Exchequer Grants for Army Services 
and the net expenditure are as follows, 





| Net Surplus 


5. That the Lords Commissioners of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Treasury have temporarily authorised 
the application, in reduction of the net charge 
on Exchequer Grants for certain Army Services, 
| of the whole of the sums received in excess of 
‘the estimated appropriations in aid, in respect 
| of the same Services, and have also temporarily 
authorised the application of so much of the said 
total surpluses on certain grants for Army Ser- 
vices as is necessary to cover the said total 
deficits on other Grants for Army Services. 

6. Resolved, That the application of such 
| sums be sanctioned. 


SCHEDULE. 





Gross Expenditure. | Appropriations in Aid, 





























No ; | Excesses of Surpluses of | Deficiencies of} Surpluses of 
of. Army Services, 1894-5. | Actual over istimated Actual as Actual as 
Vote Votes. | Estimated over Actual | compared with} compared with 
Gross Gross Estimated Estimated 
| Expenditure. | Expenditure. Receipts. Receipts. 
| 1, 2. 3. 4, 
| £ s. d. £ s. d. £ a. da. £ s. d. 
1 Pay, etc., of Army (General Staff, 
Regiments, Reserve, and Depart- | 
ments).. aa — 57,469 9 0 32,724 14 7 
2 Medical Establishments : Pay, etc. | 1,760 14 10 sae 16618 5 
3 | Militia: Pay and Allowances ace 1 59,866 14 5 346 8 1 
4 | Yeomanry Cavalry: Pay and Al- 
lowances | 1,755 10 9 915 0 
5 | Volunteer Corps: Pay and. ‘Allow- 
ances ... ine 427 2 5 on » 16817 3 
6 Transport and ‘Remounts a | _ 9,882 1 11 912 18 6 
7 tony Forage, and other 
Supplie | 150,061 15 5 1,757 0 7 
8 Clothing Establishments, and Ser- | 
vice | 47,50017 3 1,972 14 0 
9 Warlike and other Stores: ‘Supply | 
and Repair .. | 68,505 1 4 31,714 3 9 
10 | Works, Buildings, and Repairs : 
Cost, including Superintending | 
Establishment ‘i - — 26,495 12 1 17,628 13 2 
ll Military Educational Establish- 
ments: Pay and Miscellaneous | 
Charges . as ss 136 411 2,423 15 4 
12 | Miscellaneous Effective Services __. 3,739 17 4 oss che 1,034 1 2 
13 | War Office: Salaries and Miscel- 
laneous Charges .. 91 8 1 ti 44 0 8 
14 | Non-effective Charges ‘for Officers, 
etc 2,199 18 2 - 3,607 6 1 
15 Non-effective Charges for Men, ete. | 7,812 15 3 14,971 0 4 
16 Superannuation, Compensation, 
and Compassiovate Allowances 3,433 2 4 6018 2 
Balances irrecoverable ove ove 478 1 1 
| 55,669 0 5| 386,907 6 2| 102,488 9 4 7,054 15 9 
q - 


Add—Amount voted for Interest on the mannitl nines Loan, 
but not issued in eaeaateemnananed of the paeeing of the 
Finance Act 1894 ... oo 





my v 
Net Surplus, £331,238 5 9 Net Deficit, £95,433 13 7 
Ene a“ 





Net Surplus ... ove £235,804 12 2 


75,000 0 0 


Surplus surrendered to the Exchequer ... £310,804 12 2 
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*TuE SECRETARY 10 tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston), 
in answer to a question, explained that 
in 1894-5 (as in previous years) the 
Treasury exercised the power which it 


possessed of transferring money from | 


one Vote to meet increased expenditure 
under another Vote. That power could 
only be exercised temporarily. The 
object of the Resolution was to give the 
transaction a permanent character under 
statutory authority. 

Mr. DALZIEL wished to know how 
it was that in one case £399,000 was 
spent beyond the Estimate ? 

*Mr. HANBURY said that, in the 

year to which the hon. Gentleman re- 
ferred, there was an idea of making the 
interest on the Suez Canal shares appli- 
cable to payment of interest on the 
Imperial Defence Loan; but the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, by his 
Budget, altered the arrangement. 


Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Committee deferred till Monday next. 


LOCAL TAXATION (IRELAND) ESTATE 
DUTY BILL. 

On the motion for the Second Reading 
of this Bill, 

Mr. DILLON said that if he agreed 
tothe Second Reading of the Bill he must 
not be taken to agree to the proportion 
in which the grant was made. He did 
not know whether this course met with 
the approval of all his colleagues, but 
he should think the most convenient 
course would be to allow the whole 
question of the proportion to stand over 
till next year, when it could be dis- 
cussed in connection with the report of 
the Financial Relations Commission. 
He felt bound even at that late hour to 
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|point out the outrageous and extraordi- 


| nary conduct of the Treasury in regard to 
| these special grants to Ireland. Under 
this Bill it was proposed to go back to 
the old proportion of 9-80ths. When 
this proportion was originally adopted in 
the case of the Probate Duty Grant, and 
subsequently in the case of the Fee Grant, 
the Irish Members protested against it as 
unfair to Ireland. In the case of the 
Fee Grant, when they protested against 
this proportion and wanted provision to 
be made on the basis of allowing 10s. per 
child, they could not get it because it 
was said that it would put Ireland in a 
worse position ; but ultimately the Trea- 
sury turned roundand gave them the 10s. 
ahead, when it wasfound that the 9 -80ths 
would put them in a better position. 
How could the Government attempt to 
justify their present action in faceof their 
conduct in the case of the School Fee 
Grant? He felt bound to enter his 
strongest protest against the principle 
of the Bill. 

*Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER said that the basis on which 
the Bill was framed was the basis which 
had been adopted since 1888. Hitherto 
Parliament had adhered to that basis with 
regard to grants from the Imperial 
Revenue for the purpose of local taxation. 
This was a Bill for the object of making 
such a grant, and this was the only 
basis which they could adopt. What- 
ever was the result of the consideration 
of the financial relations between England 
and Ireland in the future, they could not 
at present depart from the basis that had 
hitherto been followed. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY suggested that it 
would be better to bringall this money into 
a separate account and to leave the ques- 
tion over for another year, if that course 
could be constitutionally followed ? It 
was unfair to press a Bill of this charac- 
ter upon Irish Members at this time of 
the Session. To agree to the Bill 
would be to assent to a principle they 
could not afterwards get rid of. It was 
a temporary Bill, but he objected to being 
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fettered by it for five years. In a thin 
House, in the expiring days of theSession, 
without having had the opportunity of 
consulting together or with their con- 
stituents, Irish Members were not in a 
position to consider the subject. The 
nine-eightieths was understood to be the 
fixed and decided amount, and the Bill 
being passed would be used as a prece- 
dent. Sucha Bill should remain in force 
only until the next Act came into opera- 
tion, and the Government should give an 
undertaking to pass a Bill next year de 
novo, without reference to the tempo- 
rary Bill, and meantime the amount 
should not be allocated. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said 
practically that was what he proposed. 
The money would not be allocated for 
any specific object. The period of five 
years was introduced because that would 
be the duration of the English Act. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY asked what was 
the meaning of “shall pay to the Local 
Taxation (Ireland) Account within the 
meaning of the Probate Act, 1888 ;” and 


when he turned to the Probate Act, he} 


found that, by the third section, 


“ All sums paid in respect of the Probate Duty 
Grant to the Local Taxation (Ireland) Account 
shall, until otherwise provided by Parliament, 
be annually distributed by the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland as follows :” 


£5,000 to the Royal Dublin Society for 


the improvement of the breed of horses | 


and cattle, and the balance between the 
road authorities and the poor-law unions. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said it 
was only to indicate what the local 
taxation account was to which this money 
was to be applied. It did not at all in- 
volve that the money should be appro- 
priated in a particular way. It was 
merely carried to the Local Taxation 
(Ireland) Account in order that, when the 
financial year came to an end, it might 
not be paid back to the Treasury. It 
would be necessary to bring in a Bill 
next Session in order to further that 
matter. The question raised by the hon. 
Member might be raised when that Bill 
was brought in. 


Mr. DILLON asked if the right hon. 
Gentleman had any objection to accepting 
the suggestion of the hon. Member for 
North Louth, and making the Bill only 
for one year ? 


Mr. T. M. Healy. 


{COMMONS} 
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*Toe CHANCELLOR or tHE EX- 

CHEQU ERsaid, if he might answer 
the question, he would say that he should 
have thought that would be an objection 
from the point of view of hon. Members 
from Ireland. As the Bill now stood it 
secured this grant to Ireland, for what- 
ever Irish purpose it might be allotted 
to subsequently, for a period of five 
years. Surely that would be better than 
merely making it for one year. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: But you have 
decided practically what to do with the 
money. 


| *[THe CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
/'CHEQUER: No, not at all. 


| Tue FIRST LORD or rue TREA- 
SURY: There is absolutely nothing in 
this Bill which determines the money 
| for any particular purpose whatever. It 
jrerannes absolutely open. All this Bill 
determines is that Ireland and Ireland 
alone shall get it. 


Mr. DILLON: We ean 
matter in Committee. 





raise the 





| Bill read a Second time, and committed 
| for To-morrow. 
| 


TELEGRAPH MONEY BILL. 
Third deferred | till 


morrow. 


To- 


Reading 


OFFICIAL SECRETS BILL. 


Adjourned Debate on Second Reading 
{26th June] further adjourned till To- 


morrow. 


VEXATIOUS ACTIONS BILL. 
Second Reading deferred till To- 
morrow. 


BURGLARY BILL [x.1.]. 
Second Reading deferred till 


morrow. 


To- 


LARCENY BILL [u.1.]. 


Committee deferred till To-morrow. 
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EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 
Committee deferred till To-morrow. 


MILITARY LANDS ACT (1892) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


Committee deferred till Monday next. 


STANNARIES BILL [n.1.]. 


Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. Grant Lawson (York, W.R., 
Thirsk) in the Chair. | 


Clause 1,— 


ABOLITION OF VICE-WARDEN’S COURT. 


(1.) On the commencement of this Act the 
Court of the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries 
shall cease to exist, except for the purpose of 
continuing and concluding proceedings pending 
in that Court at that date, and as from that 
date all jurisdiction and powers of the said 
Court and its officers shall, except as aforesaid, 
be transferred to and vested in such of the County 
Courts as the Lord Chancellor may by order 
direct, and be exercised subject to and in accord- 
ance with rules of Court for regulating the pro- 
cedure in County Courts. 


(2.) Provision may be made by order of the 
Lord Chancellor— 


(a) for determining by, to or before what 
officer, or in what office, may be done 
anything required to be done by, to or 
before any officer, or in any office of 
the said Court of the Vice-Warden ; 


(4) for transferring to a County Court any 
proceedings pending in the said Court 
at the commencement of this Act; 


(ec) for determining the place of sitting for 
the exercise of any jurisdiction trans- 
ferred by this Act ; 


(@2) with respect to the use and disposal of 
any property which at the commence- 
ment of this Act is held for the use 
of the said Court, or of any officer of 
the said Court, and of any room or 
building which at that date is appro- 
priated for the use of the said Court, 
or of the Vice-Warden, officers, and 
suitors thereof ; and 


(e) with respect to the custody of any 
records which at that date are under 
the custody of the said Court. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
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Clause 2,— 


PENSIONS AND REMUNERATION. 


There shall be paid to the persons who are at 
the commencement of this Act the Vice- Warden 
and officers of the Court of the Vice-Warden of 
the Stannaries such pensions, and on such con- 
ditions, and out of such funds (including the 
funds mentioned in Section twenty-nine of the 
Stannaries Act, 1887, and any other funds 
available for the purpose), as may be fixed by 
the Treasury with the concurrence of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales and Duke of 
Cornwall, regard being had to the date and form 
of appointment, and salary attached thereto, and 
to the nature and length of the services of those 
persons and to the amount and nature of the 
funds available for their pensions. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 3,— 


EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE TO 
STANNARIES COURT. 


References in any unrepealed enactment to 
mines subject to the jurisdiction of the Court of 
the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries, or within 
the cognizance of the said Vice- Warden, shall be 
construed as applying to mines which would 
have been subject to the jurisdiction of the said 
Court if it had not been abolished. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 4,— 


REFERENCE OF CERTAIN DISPUTES TO 
ARBITRATION. 


(1.) In the event of any dispute arising be- 
tween— 
(a) any two or more mining companies; or 
(4) any mining company and any person 
having any estate or interest in the 
mine worked by or leased to that 
mining company ; 
a Judge of a County Court exercising the juris- 
diction of the Stannaries Court may, on the 
application of any party to the dispute, order 
that the matter in dispute be tried before himself 
or before an arbitrator agreed on by the parties 
or an officer of the court, and the Arbitration 
Act, 1889, shall apply to any such reference. 


(2.) For the purposes of this section the ex- 
pression “mining company” shall mean any 
person or body of persons engaged in or formed 
for working mines within the Stannaries. 


Mr. C. A. CRIPPS (Gloucester, 
Stroud) moved, in Paragraph (bd), Sub- 
section (1), after the word “and” to 


H 
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insert the words “ His Royal Highness} Mr. STRAUSS observed that as he 
the Prince of Wales and Duke of | was anxious the Bill should pass, he would 
Cornwall or.” withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment agreed to. Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. ARTHUR STRAUSS (Corn-| Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
wall, Camborne) moved, at the end of | part of the Bill. 
Paragraph (b), Sub-section (1), to insert 
the words— Clause 5,— 





“as regards the terms of a lease, or the proper| _ REPSAL. . ’ 
execution of such terms, or as regards the | _ The enactments described in the Schedule to 


renewal of such lease, or further powers required | this Act are hereby repealed to the extent 
under such lease, or desirable alterations of | mentioned in the third column of that Schedule. 


the terms of such lease.” | Provided that nothing in this repeal shall 


— . . affect any proceedings pending in the Court 
The Royal Commission of 1890 examined | o¢ the Vico: Warden ot the Stannaries at the 


this matter closely, and it was quite | commencement of this Act, or any appeal from 
certain that the landlords themselves | the said Court pending at that date. 

wished that these questions of renewing, (Clause ordered to stand part of the 
leases should be submitted to arbitration. | Bjy], 

The Reportof that Commission stated that | 

if Parliament had the opportunity of! Clause 6,— 

passing a Bill, they would strongly | 

recommend it todo so. There was not the | COMMENCEMENT OF ACT. 

least doubt that if such a court of arbi-| This Act shall come into operation on the 
tration as he suggested were established, | _ day - Jaumary one thousand eight hundred 
and the Amendment he proposed were | “"© ™7@y-Seven- 

accepted, a number of mines which were| Clause ordered to stand part of the 
now lying idle would be set to work im-| Bill. 
mediately in consequence of the decisions | 

that would be given by the arbitrators,| Clause 7,— 
and hundreds of men would find employ- | 

ment without any delay whatever, which | This Act oon a Va iesiiail 
would tend to relieve the great distress | Court (Abolition) Act, 1896. ee 
at present prevailing in mining districts. | 
He hoped the Committee would accept| Clause ordered to stand part of the 
his Amendment. | Bill. 

Mr. T. M.HEALYunderstoodthehon. Bi] reported with Amendments ; Bill, 
Member obtained his seat in the House | as amended, to be considered To-morrow. 
by promising the miners of Camborne | 
that he would raise the price of tin. If 
he could assure the Committee that the | 
Amendment was one which was going to | PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
fulfil his promise to raise the price of tin, Consideration, as amended, deferred 
then he would vote with the hon. ¢j]] To-morrow. 


Member. | 
Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL would) ;onpnon UNIVERSITY COMMISSION 
be glad to do anything he could to BILL [u.1.] 


stimulate an industry in the hon. | F . 
Member’s constituency or elsewhere, but | env Sen, NNN A Teeeing 


such an Amendment as this could not | aman. 


possibly be agreed to, except by the con- 


sent of all parties. It imposed a com-| Whereupon, in pursuance of the 
bd 


pulsory court of arbitration, with refer- Order of the House of the 20th day 


ence to the terms of the renewal of leases. | of July last, Mr. Speaker adjourned 


It was not possible to accept such an | , 2 
Amendment without the consent of the the House without Question put. 


whole House, and he was aware that a House Adjourned at a Quarter 
number of hon. Members objected to it. | before Two o’clock. 


Mr. C. A. Cripps. | 





An Asterisk (*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision by the Member. 








An Asterisk (*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision by the Member. 





205 West Highland Railway {8&8 Avuaust 1896} 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Saturday, 8th August 1896. 


The House met at Twelve of the clock. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
(ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND). 
Return presented,—relative thereto 
{ordered 31st March; Mr. Lough}; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[No. 336. ] 


IMPERIAL REVENUE (COLLECTION 
AND EXPENDITURE) (GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND). 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
{ordered llth May; Mr. Joseph A. 
Pease}; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—{ No. 337.] 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY 


GUARANTEE BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


{[Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cratrman 
of Ways and Meays, in the Chair.] 


[ Progress, 6th August. } 
Clause 1,— 


POWER FOR TREASURY TO GUARANTEE 
INTEREST ON CERTAIN CAPITAL OF 
WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY COMPANY, 
ETC. 


The Treasury may, on such terms as they 
think fit, guarantee for a period of thirty 
years from the date of the opening for passenger 
traffic of the railway, the payment of interest 
or dividend at the rate of three pounds per 
centum per annum on two hundred and sixty 
thousand pounds of the share and loan capital 
to be raised under the West Highland Act, 1894, 
and may on the completion of the said pier, 
breakwater, and other works, pay to the com- 
pany the said sum of thirty thousand pounds, 
and the sums required for the purposes of this 
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section shall be paid out of moneys provided by 
Parliament, and if those moneys are insufficient 
shall be charged on and paid out of the Con- 
solidated Fund or the growing produce thereof. 


Guarantee Bill. 


' Toe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 

CHEQUER (Sir Micuaet Hicks 
Beacu, Bristol, W.) moved to omit the 
words ‘‘on such terms as they think 
fit,’? and to insert instead thereof the 
| words :-— 





“subject to the terms and conditions con- 
| tained in the agreement dated the 10th day of 
| March, 1896, between William Hayes Fisher, 
Esq., and Edward George Villiers Stanley (com- 
monly called Lord Stanley), two of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and 
the West Highland Railway Company.”’ 


*Mr. T. P. WHITTAKER (York, 
W.R., Spen Valley) said that if money 
were to be guaranteed Parliament ought © 
to be very careful as to the conditions, 
and he was glad that this Amendment 
had been put down, as it gave the Com- 
mittee an opportunity of discussing those 
conditions. His first objection to the 
agreement was that it made no provision 
for special aid to the railway from the 
locality itself. One of the points laid 
|down by the Royal Commission ap- 
|pointed in 1889 was that the great 
|object in giving State assistance to the 
}construction of railways should be to 
istimulate the locality to do something 
| for itself. ‘Ihe original Instruction to the 
Commissioners, referring to the develop- 
ment of a remunerative fishing industry, 
desired them to ascertain how far that 
object required to be carried out or 
assisted by grants from the public funds, 
and what co-operation might be looked 
for from local sources? Further, it 
added :— 





“Tt is proper to state that Her Majesty’s 
Government do not contemplate any expendi- 
ture of a purely charitable character. It is 
their desire to consider only such proposals as 
are directed towards the initiation or develop- 
ment of any industry which affords some pros- 
pect within some reasonable period of being 
self-supporting.” 


He further objected to the agreement 
that the guarantee was for too long a 
period, and the rate of interest too high. 
When the Commissioners recommended 
a guarantee being given for this railway 
they did so on the strength of repre- 
sentations made to them by the pro- 
moters that, if they would guarantee 24 





T 
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per cent. for four years, the capital 
would be raised, but the agreement pro- 
posed to give a guarantee of 3 per cent: 
for 30 years. The Commission, he was 
confident, would not have recommended 
the construction but for the statement 
that, if the Treasury guaranteed 25 per 
cent. for + years, then the money 
could be raised. The Commission also 
recommended that £15,000, or one-third 
the cost of the harbour, should be pro- 
vided by the Treasury, whereas the 
agreement provided for double that 
amount, or £30,000. He questioned 
whether the Commission would have mad# 
this recommendation on the conditions 
embodied in this agreement. If the line 
was not going to be remunerative, he 
doubted the wisdom of the Government 
lending its name to a proposal which 
would go before the country asking 
people to subscribe on the strength of 
their guarantee, if they thought that at 
the end of 30 years the line would not 
be remunerative, and that the money 
would be lost. Then he submitted that 
the interest on the guaranteed capital 
should be a first charge on 50 per cent. 
of the gross earnings, and further, that 
the Treasury ought not to pay the rates 
for the district at all. They knew that 
one effect of constructing railways in 
this country had been that in° some 
parishes the railway paid three-fourths, 
or 80 or 90 per cent. of the local rates. 
In this agreement there was no guarantee 
whatever but that this railway might be 
made to pay a very substantial portion 
of the rates of the parishes. The 
directors would not care, because the 
Imperial Iixchequer had to make up any 
deficiency. He felt the more strongly 
on this because, in the Light Railways 
Bill, it was provided that there should 
be no additional assessment for rates 
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| *fne CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said the hon. Member’s 
speech was simply a réswmé of the 
speech he made on the Second Reading. 
The hon. Member objected to the terms 
|of the agreement, and thought the 
Treasury could have made better terms, 
and therefore he was opposed to the Bill. 
This whole matter was debated fully on 
the Second Reading, and the House 
decided, by a majority of four to one, or 
nearly so, that the Bill should be read 
a Second time. He would submit to 
hon. Members that that was practically 
a confirmation of the agreement which 
had been made between the Treasury 
and the parties concerned. The Amend- 
ment which he had proposed was simply 
with the view of limiting the scope of 
the Bill in the sense which he imagined 
was desired by the hon. Member and 
those acting with him. He understood 
they took objection to the clauses of the 
Bill as giving greater powers to the Trea- 
sury, in fact, enabling the Treasury at 
some later date to modify the agreement 
to the advantage of the company. He 
did not want to do that at all. He was 
anxious that the agreement as made 
should be confirmed by Parliament, and 
| if any modification should be required, 
that modification should not be made 
without the consent of Parliament. 
*Mr. EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
set, S.) said the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had remarked truly enough that 
a good deal had been said in the discus- 
sion which applied more to the Second 
Reading stage than to the present. At 
| the same time he thought the Committee 
| should remember that this Amendment 
/on the Paper, which it was discussing 
as a whole, was only placed there 
| by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
jlast Thursday. It seemed to him that 





| 
| 
| 
| 





beyond the value the land had before the| this Amendment raised a new issue. 
railway was constructed. Again, there|The Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
was no arrangement made for any por-! that no agreement had been made by a 
tion of the receipts from the harbour) previous Conservative Government as to 
being devoted to the payment of in-| the conditions on which the line should 
terest. They ought to be entitled toa! be made. He should like to call the 
portion of the receipts from the harbour attention of the right hon. Gentleman 
as they provided two-thirds of the cost|to a Paper issued on the 23rd May 
of making the harbour, and further, they! 1895, which dealt with this particular 
ought to make it clear that the whole! question. In it there was a letter 
line should be constructed before the dated the 16th June from the Trea- 
guarantee commenced. He opposed the sury before the Election of 1892. 
Chancellor’s Amendment. |In that letter the Lords Commissioners 


Mr T. P. Whittaker. 
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said that they would be prepared in the 
next Session to introduce a Measure 
giving a public guarantee for 30 years 
of 3 per cent. on the capital sum 
of £250,000. That letter added that it 
must be understood that this assistance 
was subject to the conditions that the 
promoters should obtain the necessary 
Parliamentary powers, that they should 
enter into an agreement with the North 
British Railway Company to work and 
maintain the line on 50 per cent. of the 
gross receipts, the remaining 50 per 
cent. going towards the payment of the 
3 per cent. dividend. The terms of that 
letter laid it down distinctly that the 
Bill had only been introduced subject to 
the company accepting these conditions. 
The Committee would see that there was 
a considerable difference between the 
conditions now suggested and to be 
accepted by Parliament, and the con- 
ditions suggested in the letter of 16th 
June 1892. According to the present 
agreement set out by the Amendment of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
right hon. Gentleman asked the Com- 
mittee to accept a larger liability, and, 
instead of there being four short 
conditions in the last Parliamentary 
Paper which had been issued with refer- 
ence to this agreement at the beginning 
of the year, there were no fewer than 
nine articles of agreement covering a 
whole page of the Paper. He thought 
that the Committee would see that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
not making nearly so good a_ bargain 
with the North British Railway Com- 
pany as he might have made in the in- 
terests of the taxpayer. He could not 
see why the right hon. Gentleman should 
wish to throw over the earlier agree- 
ment. The only reason given was that 
the railway company refused to accept it. 
But it had also to be remembered that in 
this matter it was obvious that the Trea- 
sury were giving the North British Rail- 
way Company a substantial subsidy. At 
the meeting of the company held in 1894 
the Chairman, speaking of this Bill, said 
that it was of the utmost importance 
that the company should be connected 
with the coast, and the directors believed 
it to be of paramount importance to their 
interests that this extension should be 
made. It was clear, therefore, that the 
Chairman of the Company thought that 
they were going to get a substantial gift 
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from the Treasury in order to develop 
the line ; but there had been other lines 
promoted in the interests of other rail- 
way companies before the House, and 
there was a good deal of competition 
going on in that part of Scotland. It 
was generally believed that one of the 
objects in making the line was, not so 
much to develop the fishing industry and 
to benefit the crofters, but to develop the 
line in the interests of the tourist traffic. 
It was clear, from the Papers which had 
been issued, that this proposal had first of 
all been made by the Conservative Gov- 
ernment in 1891, just before the General 
Election of 1892. When the late Liberal 
Government came into power, Sir John 
Hibbert, in the Parliament of 1893, 
refused to alter the conditions which 
had been made in June 1892. But 
later on the conditions were altered 
for this reason, because on the 6th 
August 1894 the present First Lord 
of the Admiralty put a question to the 
then Liberal Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer asking him whether the Govern- 
ment were going on with this Bill and 
whether they intended to fulfil the 
pledges given by the previous Govern- 
ment. The late Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer (Sir William Harcourt) said that 
his Government would carry out the 
undertaking which had been given by 
their predecessors, and in consequence 
of this undertaking a Bill was intro- 
duced in 1895. Until pressure was 
put upon his right hon. Friend the 
late Chancellor of the Exchequer by 
the present First Lord of the Admiralty, 
this question was not proceeded with, 
and in his judgment it was clear 
that Sir John Hibbert did not like 
the Bill, and thought it was a bad prin- 
ciple to take the money of the general 
taxpayer in order to promote a small line 
in this part of Scotland. 

*Tne CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS : I do not see the relevancy of 
the hon. Member’s remarks. The only 
question now before the Committee is 
whether the Treasury shall have a free 
hand in dealing with the West Highland 
Railway ‘Company, or whether it shall 
be bound by the terms of the agreement 
already entered into. 

*Mr. STRACHEY said he was led 
into this digression by the remarks of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, but as .to 
the Amendment before the Committee, 
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he thought it had been made clear 
that this proposal did not originate with 
the Liberal Government, who simply 
took up the pledges made by their 
predecessors. 
*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS: Would it not be more con- 
venient to get rid of these words, and 
then the whole Amendment of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer can be discussed { 
The only question at present before the 
Committee is the omission of the words 
**on such terms as they may think fit.’’ 
When these words are disposed of, it 
will be competent to hon. Members to 
move Amendments to the Amendment 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
But until those words are left out no 
Amendments can be moved to the 
Amendment of the right hon. Gentleman. 
Mr. LOUGH said that the words 
‘fon such terms as the Treasury think 
fit,’ were the words which afforded a 
guarantee that attention would be paid 
to this matter up to the last, and that 
the Treasury could exercise their dis- 
cretion up to the last. As it was, the 
Committee were asked to fix the details 
of the agreement that day, and he did 


not think that they were competent to 


do that. He was suspicious about this 
agreement. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said the agreement had been 
entered into, but surely it could not be 
sanctioned without the consent of Parlia- 
ment. It was for the House to say 
whether it approved or disapproved of 
the agreement, and, if it disapproved, the 
Treasury could say, ‘‘ We wanted to get 
this agreement through, but Parliament 
refused to sanction it.’? He did not 
like the agreement, and, if they omitted 
the words that gave the Treasury dis- 
cretion, it would be impossible later on 
to do anything but adopt that agree- 
ment. He did not think that the Trea- 
sury ought to have entered into any 
agreement with the railway company. 
Why did not the Board of Trade do it ? 
There was something very suspicious in 
the fact that this particular railway com- 
pany had gone to the Lords of the Trea- 
sury instead of to the Board of Trade, 
the Department concerned with railways. 
A great deal had happened since the 
original agreement was made, but the 
new agreement practically embodied the 
conditions asked for three or four years 


Mr. Strachey. 
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ago. The first appeal to the Treasury 
was made in May 1892, towards the end 
of the period of office of the Liberal 
Government. The first promise of the 
Treasury was given in a letter dated 
June 16th 1892, and there was no sub- 
stantial difference between this agree- 
ment and the promise made by the Trea- 
sury in June 1892. There were, how- 
ever, slight differences. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had shown that it was 
necessary to modify the first agreement 
made and to keep an eye upon the com- 
pany. The right hon. Gentleman said 
that this was a better agreement than 
any previous one, but his hon. Friends 
did not think so. The fact that new 
agreements were constantly being made 
showed that the matter was a very difli- 
cult one to settle, and probably this new 
agreement would be found, after a little 
time, to be as faulty as the previous 
ones. It was very difficult for the Com- 
mittee to undertake the responsibility of 
leaving out the words included in the 
Amendment, the words which would 
give the Treasury some control over the 
matter. If they were to proceed with 
this business the Board of Trade, or 
some other Department interested, ought 
to have control over the company and 
its arrangements. He therefore held 
that these words ought not to be left out. 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs) said that he did not quite 
understand the statement made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer a few 
minutes ago. He had understood the 
right hon, Gentleman to convey that he 
was really reserving power to alter the 
agreement by his proposal. 

*THE CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER : No, just the contrary. 

Mr. DALZIEL said that had it been 
the other way he and his hon. Friends 
would have been better pleased. They 
were anxious, as far as possible, to limit 
the Bill in its operations and to restrain 
the right of Parliamentary control. 
However, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer’s statement that he would view 
the Amendment which he (Mr. Dalziel) 
had placed upon the Paper in a favour- 
able manner, met some of his objections 
to the Bill. But if the present Amend- 
ment were passed, the right hon. Gentle- 
man would part with the power of con- 
trolling certain matters, There was, 
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for example, the question of local rates. 
Under this agreement they were improv- 
ing the land for the local landlords, who 
were doing nothing for the railway. 
They were giving the landlords a large 
interest in a railway made by public 
money, and they were going to relieve 


the landlords in respect of the local rates | 


because they were putting up an _assess- 
able subject, which meant that sub- 
stantial relief would be afforded to the 
landlords. As the landlords would not 
give the land, they ought not to be 
greedy enough to ask the House to re- 
lieve them from local rates. 


Mr. COURTENAY WARNER 


(Staffordshire, Lichfield) said that this | 


was legislation by reference—not by 


reference to an Act of Parliament, but | 


to an agreement which very few people 
would ever read. Probably, very few 
people in the country through which this 
railway was going would know anything 
about this agreement, yet they were 
going to give the agreement the force of 
an Act of Parliament by embodying it in 
this Bill. In the circumstances there 
was no reason why they should omit the 
usual words giving the Government De- 
partment concerned a free hand. 


. Question put, ‘‘ That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.’’ 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 25 ; 
Noes, 100.—(Division List, No. 394.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there inserted.”’ 


*Mr. STRACHEY moved to insert, 
after the word ‘‘ contained,’’ the words | 
‘*under Articles 1 to 4 ineileniots? Aa| 
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| anxious to have this line. 
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Members of this Commission, who were 
appointed for the special purpose of in- 
vestigating the distress in the congested 
districts in the Highlands, was that it 
was only necessary to guarantee interest 
for four years at the rate of 2} per cent. 
But the Government proposed to gua- 
rantee interest at the rate of 3 per cent. 
for 30 years. The Government had gone 
out of their way in this matter to increase 
this subsidy. Of course, it might be said 
that the amount to be guaranteed had 
been diminished to £250,000, that was, 
by £35,000, but that was a very small 
matter indeed when the increase in the 
term of years from four to 50 and the 
increased rate of interest was considered. 
The Committee ought to have a full 
and clear explanation on this point. 
Why had the Government come to the 
conclusion that the Commissioners were 
wrong, and that their recommendations 
ought to be disregarded ? He could not 
see what right the T 'reasury had to ignore 
these recommendations. So far as the 
Committee knew, the Government had 
made no investigation at all into the 
They simply took the state- 
ments of the North British Railway 
Company and the landowners in the dis- 
and the other people who were 
Then, again, 
on the question of making the pier, the 
Government had gone entirely against 
the recommendations of the Commis- 
sioners. The Commissioners proposed a 
free grant of only £15,000 should be 
given in aid of the making of this pier, 
‘and instead of that the Government pro- 


posed to give £30,000. Of course they 


could not expect hon. Members from 
'Scotland to protest strongly against 


these proceedings, though there were 
some of them on "his side of the House who 


it now stood the Chancellor of the Ex- | werenotready to robthe English taxpayer 
chequer’s Amendment would embody | for the benefit of a small section of people 
nine articles, covering a very large scope|in Scotland; but English Members 
indeed. As regarded the question con-| would not be doing their duty if they 
tained in Article 5, he thought the Com- | did not call attention to the reckless way 
mittee ought to have some explanation | in which the Government were proceed- 
from the Government why they proposed | ing, in actually g giving twice the amount 
this very long term of years. ‘The Royal | | towards this pier which the Xoyal Com- 
Commission on the Western Highlands | | mission recommended. He begged to 
and Islands, which was appointed by a| move his Amendment. 

Conservative Government, recommended| *T'uz CHANCELLOR or rue EX- 
not a term of 30 years, Sat that the Gov- | CHEQUER was quite unable to accept 
ernment should guarantee 2} per cent. |the Amendment. The hon. Gentleman 
interest on the sum of £285, 000 for four | made the extraordinary proposal to take 
years. Apparently, in the opinion of the | only four articles of an agreement already 
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Government, leaving the 


articles out altogether. 


{COMMONS} 


made and make them binding on the! now proposed. 
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The Commission pro- 
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remaining | posed a guarantee of 2} per cent. for 
The agreement, four years. 


Had they known that it 


must be binding as a whole or not at all. |could only be made on a guarantee of 


One of the articles which the hon. Gen- 
tleman omitted absolutely limited the 
liability of the Treasury. 
for the change in the agreement from 


The reason | 


the amount suggested by the Commis- | 


sion to which reference had been made 


was that it had been found absolutely | 


impossible to induce any responsible 


railway company to take up the proposed | 
line on better terms than those contained | 


in the agreement. It was for the Com- 


mittee to say whether those terms should | 


be accepted or not, but it was impossible 


to adopt only four articles of the agree- | 


ment and leave out the others. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !”’ 
Mr. GIBSON BOWLES (Lynn Regis) 


3 per cent. for 30 years they might 
never have recommended the line. The 
agreement ought to be brought into har- 
mony with the recommendations of the 
Commission, and then leave it to the 
railway company to accept or reject it. 
The agreement would involve the Trea- 
sury in considerable loss. On the Second 
Reading the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
estimated that the tratlic on the line 
might yield £7 per mile per week, but 
since then the General Manager of the 
North British Railway Company had 
informed a Select Committee of the 


| House upon another Bill that the traffic 


said that he thought the objection | 


of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was perfectly reasonable. But that 
left the main question untouched. 


The | 


objection he felt to this system of legis- | 


lation by reference was very great 
indeed. 
*Toe CHANCELLOR or tue EX-| 


CHEQUER said he thought it would be 
well to schedule the agreement. 

Mr. GIBSON BOWLES said he was 
about to propose that very thing. 

Mr. DALZIEL said the difficulty they 
laboured under was in having this agree- 
ment at all. 


receipts on the West Highland Railway 
had been very disappointing. The re- 
ceipts were only five guineas a mile, one- 
half of what they had been estimated to 
yield. If the receipts of the supposed 
line turned out to be only half the esti- 
mate, then the loss to the Treasury 
would be considerable. 

Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS did not see how this arose on the 
question before the House, which was 
whether four articles of the agreement 


|should be inserted in the Bill or the 
whole agreement. 


Mr. WHITTAKER said he was 


| trying to give reasons why Parliament 


It was a matter for com- | 


plaint that the Treasury, without the | 


authority of Parliament, should enter 


|loss than 


into such an agreement and then ask the | 


House to adopt it. 
*THeE CHANCELLOR 
CHEQUER: The agreement was laid 


OF THE EX-| 


before Parliament three or four months | 


ago. 
Mr. DALZIEL admitted that, but he 


hoped in future, on matters of public 


policy, the Government would take the | 


opinion of Parliament before the Trea- 
sury entered into such agreements. 

Mr. GIBSON BOWLES thought the 
offer of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


to schedule the agreement met the real | 
difficulties of the case, and he suggested | 


that the hon. Member should withdraw 
his Amendment. 


Mr. WHITTAKER thought the difti- 


should not enter into a guarantee which 
would involve the Treasury in greater 
the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer seemed to imagine. Instead 
of a loss of £500 a year, he believed it 
would be £4,000 a year, and although 
that was a small sum to the British Ex- 
chequer, still this line was only one of a 
series to be proposed, and no doubt they 
would all be based upon the princples 
embodied in the present Bill. He was 
satisfied in his own mind that the best 
judgment of the Treasury must be 
against this proposal. 


Mr. LOUGH said if they accepted 


| the Amendment of the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer they would fix the rate of 
interest and all the details in the agree- 
ment. Why should they give a higher 
guarantee in this case than was done 


under the Light Railways Bill? Money 


culty of the case was this, that the Com- | was cheaper now than when the Com- 
mission might not have recommended | mission recommended the guarantee for 
the making of this line on the conditions | this railway. 


Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


U 


Instead of 3 per cent. for 
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30 years, he thought a guarantee of 2 per; Mr. J. McLEOD (Sutherland) said, 
cent. for 15 or 20 years would be suffi- bia he understood it the whole controversy 
cient. He hoped that they would not|on this’ agreement was as to its terms. 
have many Bills of this kind brought | Personally, he was strongly in favour of 
into that House in the future. 'this line, but he thought the Treasury 
4 | had made an exceedingly bad bargain. 

In reply to Mr. Wurrraker, There had been huckstering on the part 

*Tuzr CHAIRMAN or WAYS awnp' of the promoters of the line. No sooner 
MEANS said that no Amendment which | had they got into favour with the Trea- 
involved any alteration of the terms of | sury than they immediately began to 
the agreement would be in order, but it | harden their terms. 
was possible for the Committee to im-| *THs CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
pose certain terms upon the Treasury. |CHEQUE R, on the point of order, said 
He had pointed out that one of the! the Amendme nt before them was simply 
Amendments of the hon. Member for| that of the hon. Member for Somerset- 
South Somersetshire would probably be) shire. He submitted that the general 
in order if the Committee accepted the| discussion ought to take place on the 
Amendment of the Chancellor of the | general Amendment. 

Exchequer. | *Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 

Mr. J. M. WHITE (Forfarshire)| MEANS said he had already pointed 

asked if they could discuss the agreement! that out once or twice, and he must 
on the Schedule? The Chancellor of the| really ask hon. Members to confine their 
Exchequer, he thought, showed incon- | remarks to the definite point before the 
sistency in that he was quite willing to | Committee, which was in regard to 
have the agreement embodied as a| Articles 1 to 4 only. 
Schedule, and yet, although those! Mr. LOUGH asked if he should be in 
Schedules were always discussed by Par- | order in objecting to Article 1 being in- 
liament, he said they must either accept | ‘cluded in the agreement in its present 
or reject the agreement. form ? 

*Tur CHANCELLOR or rug EX-| *Tus CHATRMAN or WAYS ayp 
CHEQUER said it did not rest with| MEANS said that would not be in 
him, the question had been decided by | ‘order. The hon. Member should have 
the Chairman. The agreement could | moved to omit Article 1. 
not be modified, it must be accepted or Mr. WARNER said they objected to 
rejected. | Clause 5 of the agreement on account of 

Mr. WHITE thought the Chairman’ the rate of interest which was to be given. 
had said that the agreement could be| The price of the stock would be very 
modified. much above par if they guaranteed 3 per 
*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp cent. for 30 years, and, instead of 
MEANS said that what he said was that £260,000 at 3 per cent., they had much 
the agreement could not be modified. better fix the amount at £300,000 at 24 
The House could reject it or accept it. | per cent. The Commission had recom- 
If the House accepted it it was obvious | mended as the rate of interest something 
that the Agreement could not be modi-| between 2 and 2} per cent., and to give 
fied. If they embodied the agreement’ 3 per cent. was an enormous concession 
in the Schedule they could not discuss | to the railway company. Moreover, not 
the agreement on the Schedule. one word was said about there being 

Mr. WARNER said he had an enough trains, or as to the rates being 
Amendment down which would, he fair. Although it was proposed to give 
thought, rather meet the difficulty. away twice as much money as the Com- 

*Tuz CHATRMAN or WAYS anp/ mittee recommended, there was no 
MEANS said it seemed to him that the) guarantee given as to the proper carry- 
Amendment of the hon. Member was ing out of the duties of the railway 
absolutely contradictory. If the House | company. 
accepted the terms and conditions of the) Mr. WHITE said the Chancellor of 
agreement, it was unnecessary to say | the Exchequer had stated that what the 
that those terms and conditions should | Treasury would be liable to under the 
be consistent with the provisions of the | guarantee was £2,000 a year. He be- 
Act. \lieved the Treasury were committing 
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themselves by the guarantee to £4,000) 
or £5,000 a year. The right hon. Gen-| 
tleman had also said that the line would 
not have been made were it not for this | 
guarantee. That he was also inclined | 
to dispute. The conditions which pre- | 
vailed to-day were very different from | 
the conditions which prevailed when the 
line was first mooted. He was perfectly | 
satisfied that the line would be made by | 
the North British Railway Company, | 
even if the guarantee were withdrawn. 
*THE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp) 
MEANS: Order, order! The hon. 
Gentleman forgets that the principle of | 
the Bill, which is that this guarantee | 
should be given, has been adopted. The | 
arguments of the hon. Gentleman would | 
have been more properly addressed on | 
the Second Reading of the BiJl. All 
we have to do now is to discuss the, 
details. | 

Mr. WHITE said he was speaking | 
against the generosity of the guarantee, | 
and was putting forward the argument | 
that the railway would in any case be | 
made, in order to induce the Chancellor | 
of the Exchequer to cut down the terms 
of the guarantee. He thought the North | 
British Railway Company ought to take | 
a much larger share of responsibility in | 
regard to the capital, because of the ad- | 
vantages they would derive from the} 
line. | 

*THe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp| 
MEANS : I really cannot see the rele- | 
vancy of all this. 

*Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX-| 
CHEQUER appealed to the Committee | 
to come to a decision on the point, which | 
was really unimportant. 

Mr. DALZIEL said there were two 
points he wished to bring to the} 
notice of the right hon. Gentleman | 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He| 
thought the accounts ought to be audited 
by the Auditor General, as was done in 
the case of the Caledonian Canal. The 
other point was in regard to the date 
when the amount was to be paid. The 
right hon. Gentleman had said that it 
would not be paid until the whole line 
was open for traffic. He regarded that 
announcement as satisfactory. | 


Mr. WHITTAKER thought there | 
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unremunerative. He also wished to 
know whether, in case the line should 
prove to be remunerative, compensation 
would be made to the Government for 
any payments they might have made 
under the guarantee? He noticed that 
the North British Railway Company 
might acquire the line after 1900. The 
company would probably take it over if 
it proved successful ; but in that event 
accumulated interest on the amount ad- 


| vanced by Government should be charged. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer had. 
said that £40,000 would be produced in 
the locality towards the construction of 
the line. All he could find in regard to 
that in the circular issued was the state- 
ment ‘‘ local subscriptions towards the 
undertaking are estimated at £40,000.”’ 

*Toe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said he had made inquiries, 
and understood that the £40,000 would 
be produced in the locality, including the 
value of land proposed to be given or 
taken in shares. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. WARNER moved to amend the 
proposed Amendment by inserting at 
the end the words— 


“so far as such terms and conditions of the 
said agreement are consistent with the provisions 
of this Act.” 


*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS ruled the Amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. DALZIEL thought it would be 
better for them to raise their objections 
to the clause now, as it would 
materially facilitate the progress of the 
Bill. He complained that any Member 
of the Government should pledge the 
House of Commons to this agreement 
without first having asked the consent 
of the House. The agreement should be 
laid on the Table of the House while 
Parliament was sitting, and the House 
should be asked to accept it. The whole 
proceeding in connection with _ this 
matter was open to objection. When 
they were pledging public money by 
guaranteeing the payment of a dividend 
to a private railway company, they were 


should be some security that the traflic| entitled to have some kind of check on 

service of the line would be satisfactory. | the expenditure of the company during 

That was an important point to keep| the continuance of the guarantee. What 

in view, in case the line should prove| he desired was that the accounts of the 
Mr. White. 
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company should be, year after year, | 
submitted to the Auditor General’s 
Department, and that there should be a 
representative of the Treasury on the 
directorate of the West Highland Rail- 
way Company for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the public interest. He hoped. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer would | 
see his way to grant these concessions. 
*THe CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER said with regard to the first 
point raised by the hon. Member, it was 
the invariable practice for the Treasury 
to make an agreement before presenting 
it to Parliament. He could hardly see 
how business could be conducted in any 
other way. He believed there was no 
cause of complaint with regard to the 
agreement made last spring, because it 
modified the previous agreement in the 
interests of the Treasury. | ‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’| With reference to the audit 
of the accounts of the railway company, 
the agreement contained ample provisions 
for securing that the Treasury, through 
the Board of Trade, should have power 
to examine from time to time the 
accounts of the company and the returns 
of the traffic. As to the particular 
method by which that should be 
accomplished, he would consult his right 
hon. Friend the President of the Board 
of Trade on the point. If he thought 
it would be better done by the Auditor 
General than in any other way, he 
would he quite willing that it should be 
so done. [‘‘ Hear, hear !”] All that was 
required in the public interest was that 
there should be an efficient examination 
of the accounts, so as to secure that they 
were correct. As to the suggestion of | 
the hon. Member that there should be a 
representative of the Treasury on the 
directorate of the West Highland Rail- 
way Company, he did not think the 
object the hon. Member had in view! 
would be effected by the appointment of 
such a representative, because the West 
Highland Railway Company had agreed | 
to hand over the working of the line in | 
perpetuity to the North British Railway | 
Company, and the mere presence of one | 
director on the Board of the West! 
Highland Railway Company would) 
practically exercise no real control over | 
the working of the line. What he} 
thought would be a better plan would be | 
this—that every year the Board al 
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Trade, through one of its inspectors, 
should make a careful examination of 
the workng of the railway, and should 
present a Report to Parliament, so that 
if there were any complaints as to ineffi- 
cient or improper working the Board of 
Trade should bring the matter before the 
Railway Commissioners, with a view of 
securing that justice should be done. 
That, he believed, would really bea more 
efficient way of carrying out what the 
hon. Member for Kirkcaldy desired. 

Mr. DALZIEL said he was extremely 
grateful to the right hon. Gentleman 
for the statements he had made. He 
accepted the right hon. Gentleman’s pro- 
posal on the latter point at once, and he 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
keep in view that one of the most 
important considerations was to see that 
the line was economically worked. 
[‘* Hear, hear !’’ from the CHANCELLOR 
of the ExcuEQueEr. 

Mr. WHITE was understood to 
express the hope that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would consider the 
desirability of reducing the rate of 
interest on the guarantee from 3 to 
24 or 2} per cent. The hon. Member 
was proceeding to discuss figures in con- 


nection with the working of the line, 


when 

*Toe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER observed that the Com- 
mittee had heard all this before. It had 
been already said by several hon. Mem- 
bers, and he hoped, therefore, that a 
decision would be come to upon the 
matter. He had endeavoured to do his 
best tc meet the wishes that had been 
expressed by hon. Members. 

Mr. WHITE asked why should there 


be a 3 per cent. interest charged on this 


guarantee when the total amount of the 


expenditure on the line would be met by 
the money obtained in respect of the 


|traflic over the West Highland Rail- 


way ? 

*TuoeE CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER: The reason, as I said on 
the Second Reading of the Bill, is that 
this is not a guarantee of capital but is 
solely a guarantee of interest. If we 
were guaranteeing capital, 3 per cent., 
I admit, would be too high. But what 
we do is to guarantee the interest of 
3 per cent. for 30 years, and, therefore, 
anybody investing in such security must 
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either run the risk of losing his capital 
at the end of 30 years, or establish a 
sinking fund. 

*Mr. LOUGH recognised the conces- 
sions which the right hon. Gentleman 
had made, but remarked there was a 
matter he wished to raise with regard to 
the deductions from the 50 per cent. 
which was to be devoted towards the 
payment of interest on the guarantee. 
There was to be a deduction, in the first 
place, of Government duty, and in the 
second place of local rates and taxes. 
But in the Memorandum on which the 
agreement was based it said the remain- 
ing 50 per cent. should be devoted, in 
the first instance, towards paying a 
dividend of 3 per cent., and then, at the 
end, it said that these conditions having 
been satisfied the Treasury should pro- 
mote a Bil] in Parliament, which was the 
Bill they were discussing. But the 
agreement did not satisfy those con- 
ditions, because, instead of the 50 per 
cent. being devoted to the payment of 
the interest they had, first, the deduc- 
tion of the Government duty, and 
secondly, of local rates and taxes. He 
would ask the right hon. Gentleman to 
consider whether these deductions should 
be made. 

*THE CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER said what he would propose 
would be that as far as the local rates 
and taxes were concerned he would take 
the words that appeared in the Light 
Railways Act with regard to the assess- 
ment of land taken for a light railway 
which was aided by a Government 
grant, and he would move to insert in 
the Bill a provision to the effect that 
during the period of 30 years the railway 
should not be assessed to the local rates 
at a higher value than that at which the 
land would have been assessed had it 
remained in the condition it sas in 
immediately before the construction of 
the railway. The hon. Member would 
see that that would prevent the rates 
coming to any large amount. 

Mr. McLEOD admitted that the 
right hon. Gentleman had made sub- 
stantial concessions, and had succeeded 
in removing some objections to the Bill. 
With regard to the inspection, control, 
and working of the line, he would point 
out that one advantage of giving the 
auditing of the accounts to the Auditor 
General would be that that House would 


Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


fest Highland Railway 
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have figures before it on which there 
might be discussion on anything 
requiring notice or criticism. 

*Mr. STRACHEY asked that a 
reply should be given stating why the 
Committee should be asked to vote an 
expenditure of £30,000 to make this 
pier and harbour when the Royal Com- 
mission on the Highlands and Islands 
only recommended the expenditure of 
£15,000 for this purpose? That was a 
substantial point which the right hon. 
Gentleman had not met. He had given 
them no reason why this heavy addi- 
tional tax should be put on their con- 
stituencies to enable a railway company 
to pay larger dividends to its Seotch 
shareholders. He would like to call 
attention to Article 8 of the Agree- 
ment. That article provided that if at 
any time during the continuance of 
the agreement the undertaking autho- 
rised by this Act was, with the consent 
of Parliament, acquired by, transferred 
to, or amalgamated with the under- 
taking of any other company or com- 
panies, then such company or companies 
should be deemed to be substituted for 
the present company. The meaning of 
that article was to enable the West 
Highland Railway, practically, at any 
time by a_ private Act of Parlia- 
ment, which that House would very 
likely know nothing about, to sell to 
some other railway company the benefits 
they would get under this special State 
guarantee. The Government were in- 
creasing the value of this line by 
giving them an asset which might be 
sold by the Company. This provision 
was not a satisfactory one in the 
interests of the taxpayers. He did not 
object to a provision under which the 
company might amalgamate or sell, but 
he did object to there being no provision 
in the agreement that, if the railway 
company sold at a profit above the 
amount it cost to inake the railway, 
then that amount of profit must be held 
in suspense to indemnify the British 
taxpayer against any loss there might be. 
Otherwise there would be an absolute 
certainty of no profit, and very likely 
loss, though the shareholders might be 
able to largely increase the value of 
their shares by the sale, having this 
valuable guarantee of the Government 
to sell. He thought the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer ought to agree to insert 
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such a provision in the Bill. He | *Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
thought, also, it was a considerable) CHEQUER moved to add at the end of 
matter of complaint that there was no | the clause the words— 

provision in these articles as regarded | 


railway rates. They were making this | “During the said period of thirty years the 
alee ¢ t th tS Ta £ the cencral | Board of Trade shall make an annual report to 
railway at the expense 0 © general) parliament as to the condition and working of 


taxpayer, and he thought the least that | the railway and the receipts and expenditure of 
might have been done was to see that | the company with regard to the railway.” 

those agriculturists and others living in | 
the district were protected as regarded | 
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Amendment agreed to. 


the railway rates they would be called 
upon to pay. 

*THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER was understood to say that 
he would undertake to do that. 

*Mr. STRACHEY said that, of course, 
if the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
undertook to do that, that was all he 
wanted as regarded the rates and tolls to 
be charged. 

Mr. WARNER, who was received 
with cries of ‘‘Oh!’’ and ‘‘ Divide !”’ 
expressed a wish to say a few words 
upon the whole question. 

*Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, ‘‘ That the question 
be now put.”’ 


Question, ‘‘ That the Question be now 
put,’’ put, and agreed to. 


Question put accordingly— 


“That the words ‘subject to the terms and 
conditions contained in the agreement dated the 
tenth day of March, One thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-six, between William Hayes 
Fisher, esquire, and Edward George Villiers 
Stanley (commonly called Lord Stanley), two 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, and the West Highland Railway 
Company, being the agreement in the Schedule 
to this Act,’ be there inserted.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 108 ; 
Noes, 25.—(Division List, No. 395.) 


Mr. DALZIEL asked the Chancellor | 


of the Exchequer to consider between | 


now and Report whether words ought 
not to be inserted providing that the 
guarantee should not commence until 
the line had been completed. 

*THe CHANCELLOR or tHE EX- 
CHEQUER undertook to look into the 
point, ; 

*Mr. STRACHEY moved to leave out 
the words ‘‘ and loan.’’ 


Amendment agreed to. 


| *Mr. STRACHEY moved to add at 


| the end of the clause :— 


“ Provided that the Treasury shall not give 
any such guarantee or make any such grant (a) 
unless it shall be certified to them by the Secre- 
tary for Scotland that the making of the rail- 
way would benefit agriculture in the district 
traversed by the railway, and that such railway 
is necessary for the development of the fishing 
industry ; (+) unless they are satisfied after local 
inquiry that the said railway, pier, breakwater, 
and other works would not be constructed 
without special assistance from the State, and 
that the same ifgconstructed would not unduly 
compete with any existing railway undertaking ; 
(ec) unless they are satisfied that landowners, 
local authorities, and other persons’#locally 
interested have by the free grant of land given 
all reasonable assistance and facilities in their 
power for the construction of the said railway, 
pier, breakwater, and other:works.” 


He would now only formally move the 
Amendment, as perhaps the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer would have no objec- 
tion to accepting it. 

*Toe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said the Amendment could 
not be inserted in the Bill, because the 
guarantee had been already given. 

*Mr. STRACHEY said that surely it 
was only a guarantee given contingent 
upon the sanction being given by the 
House. Did not the words ‘‘ subject to 
the Treasury be authorised’’ occur ? 
He did not think that the right 
hon. Gentleman would find that the 
| Treasury ever gave an absolute pledge 
that they would give a guarantee. It 
would be a most dangerous thing that 
the Treasury should be allowed to enter 
into a guarantee with a company or with 
individuals which was not to be subject 
to the approval of the House, and he 
could not think that the Treasury had 
given such a guarantee. It would con- 
stitute an enormous constitutional 
change if the Treasury could tie the 
hands of the House of Commons in such 
a way. A careful perusal of the cor- 
|respondence convinced him that the 
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Treasury made such proposals subject. to 
approval being afterwards given by 
Parliament. 

THE CHANCELLOR or tne EX- 
CHEQUER did not want to interfere 
with the speech of the hon. Member, but 
he thought it was well he should point 
out at once that the guarantee had been 
given by the Treasury, but that of course 
it could not be carried out without the 
consent of Parliament. 

Mr. STRACHEY said that it did 
not appear to him that the right hon. 
Gentleman had answered his point. The 
Treasury had given the guarantee, and 
the House of Commons were not to 
interfere with it. [Cries of ‘‘ No, no !’’ | 
He did not see why the railway company 
should object to having these provisions 
put in. Would the right hon. Gentle- 
man object to insert the words— 


“unless they are satisfied that landowners, local 
authorities, and other persons locally interested 
have by the free grant of land given all reason- 
able assistance and facilities in their power for 
the construction of the said railway, pier, 
breakwater, and other works.” 


It was not unreasonable, when they were 
being asked to vote a very large sum of 
money to develop a particular district 
and different estates of certain Scotch 
landlords in whom the Government 
seemed much interested, they should 
insist that the landlords should give 
their Jand free or give facilities as 
English landlords had to give under the 
English Light Railway Bill. 

*THE CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, ‘‘ That the Question 
be now put.’’ 


Question put, ‘‘ That the Question be 
now put.’’ 


‘The Committee divided :—Ayes, 106 ; 
Noes, 24.—(Division List, No. 396.) 


*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS accordingly put the Question, 
‘“*That those words be there added,”’ 
and ordered the House to be cleared for 
a Division, whereupon several hon. 
Members exclaimed, ‘‘ Tell them to 
stand up.’”’ 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 20 ; 
Noes, 108.—(Division List, No. 397.) 
Mr. Strachey. 


Local Taxation (Ireland) {COMMONS} 
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Question, ‘‘That Clause 1, 
amended, stand part of the Bill,’’ put, 
and agreed to. 


Clause 3, — 


SHORT TITLE. 


This Act may be cited as the West Highland 
Railway Guarantee Act, 1896. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 


Bill. 


*Tnrt CHANCELLOR or tor EX- 
CHEQUER moved to insert the follow- 


ing new clause :— 


LIMIT OF RATES. 

During the period, not exceeding the said 
period of thirty years, for which the whole or 
any part of the interest or dividend guaranteed 
by this Act shall be payable by the Treasury, 
the railway shall not be assessed to any local 
rate at a higher value than that at which the 
land occupied by the railway would have been 
assessed if it had remained in the condition in 
which it was immediately before it was acquired 
for the purpose of the railway. 


Clause read 1° and 
stand part of the Bill. 


2°, and ordered to 


Bill reported ; as amended to be 
considered uyon Monday next, and to 


be printed. —{ Bill 338. | 


TELEGRAPH MONEY BILL. 
Read the Third time, and passed. 


LOCAL TAXATION (IRELAND) ESTATE 
DUTY BILL. 

Considered in Committee, 
ported without Amendment. 

Tur FIRST LORD or tne TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Man- 
chester, E.) moved, ‘‘ That the Bill be 
read the Third time.’’ 

Mr. LOUGH said that he thought 
the Bill exceedingly unfair to Ireland. 
No immediate relief of the rates was to 
be given to Ireland, as had been given 
to England and Scotland, the assump- 
tion being that Ireland could wait any 
length of time. The Chief Secretary 
was greatly to blame for not having 
insisted on some application of the 
money in the present year. 


and re 
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Toe CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp Batrour, 
Leeds, Central): The Irish Members 
desired the present arrangement. 


Mr. LOUGH said he did not agree 
with the Irish Members.  [Laughter. | 
He noticed that there was a very imper- 
fect knowledge of finance among the 
Irish Members. [Zaughter.| The rates 
in Ireland were twice as high as those in 
England or Scotland. How was it that 
the Irish landlords had nothing to say 
on this question? The money was to be 
put into a taxation account and disposed 
of ‘‘as Parliament may direct.’’ The 
meaning of that was that the Irish 
Secretary would listen to every appeal 
and God knows there would be plenty 
appeals made to him—for relief here and 
there and for jobs of all kinds—[ironical 
cheers|—yes, Ireland was governed by 
jobs, especially financial jobs. [Laugh- 
ter.| He protested against the spirit in 
which the Government had dealt with 
Ireland in this matter. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) was 
rather opposed to this entire system of 
dealing with public money. It would 
be far better to allow local authorities to 
raise the money required for their own 
needs out of local rates, for it would 
tend to far more economy of administra- 
tion. Having looked over the Bill, he 
thought the view of the Irish Secretary 
was absolutely correct ; but in dealing 
with the question next Session he hoped 
he would overhaul the whole scheme of 
the Act of 1888, 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR thought 
the suggestion of the hon. and learned 
Gentleman was one well worthy of con- 
sideration, but he apprehended it would 
be almost impossible for the Government 
to reopen the existing settlement except 
by the general consent of Members 
representing Ireland. If he had such 
consent he should give serious considera- 
tion to the suggestion. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed. 


NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 
1891-5. 


Resolutions [7th August] agreed to. 


{8 Avuaust 1896} 





Bill. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


STANNARIES BILL [1.1]. 


As amended, considered. 
Clause 1,— 


ABOLITION OF VICE-WARDEN’S COURT 


(1.) On the commencement of this Act the 
Court of the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries 
shall cease to exist, except for the purpose of 
continuing and concluding proceedings pending 
in that court at that date, and as from that 
date all jurisdiction and powers of the said 
court and its officers shall, except as aforesaid, 
be transferred to and vested in such of the 
county courts as the Lord Chancellor may by 
order direct, and be exercised subject to and in 
accordance with rules of court for regulating 
the procedure in county courts. 

(2.) Provision may be made by order of the 
Lord Chancellor— 

(a) for determining by, to, or before what 
officer, or in what office, may be done 
anything required to be done by, to, or 
before any officer or in any office of 
the said court of the Vice-Warden ; 

(>) for transferring to a county court any 
proceedings pending in the said court 
at the commencement of this Act ; 

(ec) for determining the place of sitting for 
the exercise of any jurisdiction trans- 
ferred by this Act; 

(d) with respect to the use and disposal of 
any property which at the co. mence- 
ment of this Act is held for the use of 
the said court or of any officer of the 
said court, and of any room or build- 
ing which at that date is appropriated 
for the use of the said court or of the 
Vice-Warden, officers, and suitors 
thereof; and 

(ec) with respect to the custody of any 
records which at that date are under 
the custody of the said court. 


Mr. ARTHUR STRAUSS (Corn- 
wall, Camborne) moved to leave out 
the words *‘ as the Lord Chancellor may 
by order direct,’’ and to insert instead 
thereof the words ‘‘ as would be entitled 
to jurisdiction if the same had been 
included in the County Courts Act, 
1888,’’ the object of the Amendment 
being to provide that in future actions 
and petitions should be brought in the 
district where the mine is situated, 
where the defendant resided, and where 
the business had been transacted. The 
Stannaries Court was very unpopular on 
account of the great delay in encashing 
debts and liquidating accounts. The 
Court of Chancery was expedition itself 
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as compared with it. But the greatest 
cause of unpopularity was the long 
distance which people had to traverse 
to bring their suits. Last year a similar 
Bill was brought in by Lord Herschell, 
and a deputation came up to see his 
Lordship on a memorial signed by 
managers and officials of mines and 
others interested in the mining industry 
of the Stannaries. This memorial sub- 
mitted that it was desirable that the 
jurisdiction and powers of the Court 
of the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries 
should be transferred to and vested 
in the County Court at Redruth. 
The memorial further showed that at 
this moment, out of 13 important tin 
mines in the district eight were within 
the Redruth District, while there were 
only five situated in Truro District and 
one each in the districts of St. Austell 
and St. Ives. Further than this, the 
Mining Institute, the Mining School and 
the share market were in the district of 
Camborne and Redruth. 

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
Ricnarp Wesster, Isle of Wight) said 
he had made inquiries as to this subject, 
and found, in connection with some of 
the transfer business of the Stannaries 
Court, that it would not be convenient 
to have a hard-and-fast linedrawn. He 
was satisfied that there was a large body 
of public opinion in Cornwall which 
did not altogether go in support of the 
view of the hon. Member. The question 
of the Court, and the place of the Court, 
would be carefully considered in the 
light of proceedings which might be 
instituted into the claims of Redruth and 
Camborne ; and no assignment cof busi- 
ness would be made without consulting 
the interests of those in the locality. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Prince of Wales’ consent, as Duke of 
Cornwall, signified ; Bill read the Third 
time, and passed. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 


As amended, considered. 


Clause 2,— 


ADDITION TO PURPOSES 
PUBLIC WORKS LOAN 
MAY LEND. 


There shall be added to the works for the 
purpose of which the Public Works Loan 


Mr. Arthur Strauss. 


FOR WHICH 
COMMISSIONERS 


{COMMONS} 
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Commissioners may lend in Great Britain under 
the Public Works Loans Act, 1875, the follow- 
ing works, namely :— 


Any work for which the council of a county, 
borough, district or parish are author- 
ised to borrow ; 


The construction or improvement of any 
canal ; 


Provided that where the repayment of a loan 
for the construction or improvement of a canal 
is collaterally secured to the satisfaction of the 
Public Works Loan Commissioners, the rate of 
interest on the loan may be threc-and-a-quarter 
per cent, per annum instead of the rate of four 
per cent, per annum authorised by the Public 
Works Loans Act, 1892. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) moved to leave out the words 
“ three-and-a-quarter” and to insert in- 
stead thereof the words “ two-and-three- 
quarters.” 

*Toe SECRETARY to toe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) 
said that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had given a promise to look into the 
rate of interest in connection with the 
various loans; but the rate of 3} per 
cent. now charged was the same rate as 
was paid in connection with harbours on 
the security of the rates. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint 
Boroughs) hoped that the appeal of his 
hon. Friend would receive the careful 
attention of the Treasury, because the 
rate of interest in connection with these 
public works had gone down. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE asked whether 
an opportunity would be given next year 
in a similar departmental Bill to raise the 
question ? 

*Tne CHANCELLOR or tne EX- 
CHEQUER said that the Bills were 
annual and there would be an opportunity 
to consider it. The question was one of 
great difficulty, but until the rates of 
interest paid to depositors in the Savings 
Banks were lowered it was impossible to 
lend more cheaply. The matter, however, 
was under consideration, and he hoped to 
call the attention of Parliament to it next 
year. They could not lend at a loss to 
the Government. 


Question proposed, “That the words 
‘ three-and-a-quarter’ stand part of the 
Bill.” 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed. 
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SUPPLY, 7rx AUGUST. 
Resolutions reported :— 


ARMY ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 


1. ‘That a sum, not exceeding £100, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 
for the Ordnance Factories (the cost of the Pro- 
ductions of which will be charged to the Army, 
Navy, and Indian and Coloniai Governments), 
which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March 1897.” 


2. “That a sum, not exceeding £858,600, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to detray the Charge 
for Clothing Establishments and Services, which 
will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March 1897.” 


3. ‘ That a sum, not exceeding £1,517,200, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 
for Retired Pay, Half-pay, and other Non- 
effective Charges for Officers and others, which 
will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March 1897.” 


4. ‘That a sum, not exceeding £172,800, be 
granted to Her Majcsty, to defray the Charge for 
Superannuation, Compensation, and Compassion- 
ate Allowances and Gratuities, which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897.” 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPART- 
MENTS ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 


Crass ITT. 


5. “That a sum, not exceeding £65,811, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Lord Advocate’s Depart- 
ment and other Law Charges, and the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Courts of Law and Justice 
in Scotland.” 


6. “That a sum, not exceeding £3,795, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Expenses 
of the Establishment of the Crofters’ Com- 
mission.” 


Crass II. 


7. “That a sum, not exceeding £42, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Mint, including the 
Expenses of Coinage.” 


8. ‘‘That a sum, not exceeding £4,500, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Establishment under the 
Public Works Loan Commissioners,” 


{8 Avaust 1896} 
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9. “That a sum, not exceeding £27,266, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Department of the Registrar 
General of Births, etc., in England.” 


10. “ That a sum, not exceeding £36,850, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Oftice of the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings.” 

11. “That a sum, not exceeding £14,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March 1897, for Her Majesty’s 
Foreign and other Secret Services.” 


Cuass ITT. 


12. “That a sum, not exceeding £21,943, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Main- 
tenance of Criminal Lunatics in the Broadmoor 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum.” 


Resolutions agreed to. 


Crass IV. 

13. “That a sum, not exceeding £109,784 
(including a Supplementary sum of £6,000), be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the British Museum, including 
the amount required for the Natural History 
Museum.” 


Mr. SYDNEY GEDGE (Walsall) 
called attention to the position of the 
officials in the Museum. He said that 
the gentlemen holding offices there had 
memorialised the trustees asking that 
their position might be improved, and 
that the right hon. Member for the 
University of London, who was unavoid- 
ably absent, heartily sympathised with 
these officials in the demands which they 
made, They complained that, although 
they belonged to an office which was 
brought into line by an Order in Council 
of 1890, following upon the Parliamen- 
tary Commission of 1888, with other 
first-class public offices, the first-class 
officials of the Museum were only paid 
about two-thirds of the salaries paid in 
other great Departments. 1t should be 

orne in mind that these gentlemen 
entered the service somewhat later in 
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age than did those who went into Gov- 
ernment offices. They were seldom 
under 25 years of age; nearly all of 
them were University men; they pos- 
sessed high qualifications, and had to pass 
examinations in out-of-the-way subjects 
like Oriental languages. Therefore, 
having special knowledge, they ought to 
be treated rather better, certainly not 
worse, than gentlemen in other Depart- 
ments of the State. But what were the 
facts? At the age of 25, a clerk in the 
second class began on a salary of £120, 
rising by annual increments of £10 until 
it reached £240. He was, therefore, 
37 years old before he received £240. In 
the next class, on promotion, a clerk got 
£250, increasing annually by £15 up 
to £450. The average official was 52 
years of age when he obtained that 
sum. <A very lucky man might be pro- 
moted to a junior keepership, in which 
case he would get £500, rising by sums 
of £20. Let them contrast the position 
of these men with the position of 
clerks in the Local Government Board, 
or in the Exchequer and Audit Depart- 
ment. In the Local Government Board 
a gehtleman began his career at £200, 
rising by annual increments of £15 to 
£350. When he was promoted to the 
next class he received £400, rising by 
sums of £20 to £600. In the Exchequer 
and Audit Office a clerk began at £200 
a year, rising by increments of £15 to 
£400. On promotion to the second 
class he received £420, rising by incre- 
ments of £20 to £600; and in the class 
above he received £620, rising by incre- 
ments of £20 to £750. Soa gentleman 
of 37, instead of getting only £240, as 
at the British Museum, would get £440 
in the Local Government Board and 
£420 in the Exchequer and Audit Office. 
In the second (1888) Report of the Com- 
mission, the recommendation was that 
the scale of pay at the Museum should 
be, for second-class assistants £200, 
rising by instalments of £20 to £500; 
in the first class £600, rising by incre- 
ments of £25 to £800; and for the 
class above, £850, rising by increments 
of £50 to £1,000. That Report was 
signed by the present Secretary to the 
Treasury, the right hon. Member for 
Wolverhampton, Sir M. W. Ridley, and 
Lords Lingen and Basing. 
ever, remained a dead letter. It was 
sometimes said that the Museum was a 


Mr. Sydney Gedge. 
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patronage office, and that the salaries 
ought, therefore, not to be high ; but it 
was no more a patronage office than the 
Foreign Office. At least three men 
were nominated for every vacancy, and 
they were probationers for two years. - 
No first-class man who applied for a 
nomination ever failed to get one, and 
in the Museum there were no plums or 
pickings, such as private secretaryships. 
In consequence of the insignificant pay, 
it not infrequently happened that 
nominees withdrew when they became 
acquainted with the facts, and a con- 
siderable number of the best men left 
the Museum because they were not 


adequately remunerated. There was 
general discontent in the office, the 


officials’ very moderate amount of bread 
being sweetened—or, rather,  un- 
sweetened—by a sense of injustice. 

*Mr. HANBURY contended that the 
grievance mentioned by his hon. Friend 
did not exist, because, if there was one 
department in the public service where 
posts were eagerly cémpeted for it was 
the British Museum. There were always 
a number of candidates for the vacancies 
that occurred. The work in the British 
Museum was agreeable work, which led 
to promotion in other directions. The 
head of the National Portrait Gallery, 
for example, had recently been appointed 
from the Museum. His hon. Friend 
assumed that all the officials of the 
British Museum were doing the same 
kind of work as the principal division 
clerks in other departments, and that 
they had entered the service under the 
same rules and regulations as those 
clerks. The hon. Member was in error. 
He had been comparing the salaries of 
officials who only worked six hours a 
day with the salaries of clerks in other 
departments where the hours of work 
were seven. Then he was comparing 
the case of the Museum clerks with the 
;case of officials in other departments, 
'who had all entered the service after 
competition under Civil Service rules. 
The appointments in the British Museum 
were in the hands of the trustees, and 
the candidates were not bound to pass 





| Service Commissioners. 


It had, how- | the other departments the principal 


division was small in proportion to the 
| lower divisions. 


the examinations arranged by the Civil 
They were, in 
fact, in a separate department. In all 
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the opposite was the case. Some of these 
gentlemen, who were receiving compara- 
tively high salaries, were doing work 
very little more important than that 
done in the lower divisions. No doubt 
they had offered to work for seven hours, 
but if the present number of hours could 
be increased, the staff being kept at its 
present strength, it followed that it 
ought to be reduced under the six hours 
arrangement. Applications of this kind 
had come from the British Museum at 
intervals since 1892, and the reply of 


the Treasury had invariably been that, ; 


if the Museum authorities would assimi- 
late the arrangements affecting their 
staff to the ordinary arrangements in 
Government departments, and would 
sanction a reduction in their governing 
staff, the Treasury would consider the 
question of increasing the salaries. At 
present a great deal of clerical work 
was being done by highly paid officials. 
When the Museum should attempt to 
bring its arrangements into unison with 
the general rules of the Service, the 
Treasury would be ready to meet them. 
He wished to take this opportunity to 
explain that there had been no reduction 
this year in the Museum Vote, as some 
hon. Members had alleged. The unfor- 
tunate Treasury had been charged with 
cutting down the Votes for Science and 
Art and the British Museum. But 
what were the real facts? Hon. Members 
had compared the original Estimate of 
£22,000 for this year with the sum of 
£50,000 granted in 1895. The true 
comparison was with theoriginal Estimate 
for 1895-96, which was £22,000 as now. 
The sum of £50,000, representing the 
total grants of 1895 for purchases, con- 
tained a supplementary sum of £28,000 
granted in August last. Therefore the 
present Government had already granted 
an extra £28,000 for the Museum, and, 
as there was yet another supplementary 
Estimate of £6,000 for this year’s pur- 
chases by that institution, they were in 
fact proposing to spend upon it £34,000 
more than what he might call the normal 
£22,000 a year. 

Mr. LOUGH said the complaint was 
that as much money had not been spent 
in objects of art this year as last year. 

*Mr. HANBURY said that the amount 
allowed was above the average of past 
years. 
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Mr. LEWIS said that while there 
were experts attached to the Museum in 
every branch of scientific and antiquarian 
research, there was no one who knew the 
value of the extremely important docu- 
ments in the Welsh language in the 


British Museum. It was most extra- 
ordinary, in his opinion, that, in an 
institution of that kind,such animportant 
section of the United Kingdom should 
not be represented at all. He hoped 
that some improvement would be effected 
in that respect. 


Resolution agreed to. 


14. “That a sum not exceeding £7,286, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary, to defray the Charge, which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries and 
Expenses and Grant in Aid of the National 
Gallery.” 


15. “That a sum not exceeding £3,066, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge, which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the National Portrait Gallery.” 


Resolutions agreed to. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cnairman of 
Ways and Mgays, in the Chair. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPART- 
MENTS ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 


Cuass IV. 


1. Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 
a sum not exceeding £595,922 (including a 
Supplementary sum of £4,125), be granted to 
Her Majesty, to complete the sum necessary to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 31st day 
of March 1897, for Public Education in Scot- 
land.” 


Mr. WHITE said he was very glad 
to see that generally politics had not 
much to do with Education in Scotland. 
They had Voluntary Schools, but they 
had no trouble with them He congratu- 
lated the Scotch Education Department 
on the Minute they had issued and the 
spirit and intention shown in it. It might 


K 





























239 Supply. 


interest the House to know that a Com- 
mittee was appointed by theSecondary and 
Technical Education Association of Scot- 


land to consider the whole Question, and | 


he had the honour of drafting the Report 


of that Committee, which was indorsed | 


by the Association. The Report antici- 
pated by six or eight months the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission 
on Secondary Education. The idea in 
the Minute of the Department appeared 
to be, to have two different bodies, 
the Borough and the County Committee, 
to administer Secondary Education, 
and he would like to know to what 
extent there had been any response to the 
spirit and intention of the Minute. He 
would like to ask how the Government 
were carrying out the Minute in the 
case of counties in which there were a 
great many police burghs. Then he 


would like to ask, because it was not| 


stated in the Minute, whether the funds for 
secondary and technical education were 
to be kept apart, as they were now, al- 


though they were distributed by the) 


body. He specially put this matter of 
the distribution of the grant before the 
Lord Advocate for this reason, that the 
right hon, Gentleman admitted that in 
some of the towns in Scotland too much 
money was given, while on the other 
hand, in some of the rural districts too 
little was given. He hoped the Depart- 
ment might see their way so to distribute 
their money as to give it where 
it was most wanted. There was 
another matter he would like to mention 
which he did not think had been raised 
in the House before. It was with refer- 
ence to the establishment of libraries in 
schools. He thought it should be made 
a condition in the Code that no school 
would be considered efficient which had 
not a library. He had started libraries 
of the kind in rural districts, in a num- 
ber of small boroughs and in a large 
city, and the universal experience was 
that they had been a great success. The 
objections taken to establish these libra- 
ries were several. In the first place, 
objection was taken on the ground of 
cost. His experience was that in 
schools with an average attendance of 
from about 120 up to 1,200, a shilling 
per child was sufficient to adequately and 
effectively start a library ; and its main- 
tenance did not amount to more than 2d. 
per child per annum. When it was con- 
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sidered that £2 or £3 per child per 


/annum was spent in education, this was 
an absolutely trivial matter. Another 
objection taken was that there were al- 
ready free libraries, and plenty of cheap 
literature ; but the value of a school 
library was in having it in the school. 
When the books were close at hand the 
children were induced to take them 
out. A further great advantage in 
school libraries was that the books 
were all most carefully selected. He 
would just give a few extracts 
from communications received from the 
head masters of schools to which he had 
given libraries, and he could endorse 
their views from his own general obser- 
vation. Of the Longforgan School 
|Library, which he started ten years 
ago, the schoolmaster wrote :— 


“For the year ending 3lst December, 1895, 
we had 81 readers, and 640 volumes were taken 
out. The books most in demand were on travel 
and history. Such books as Kingsley’s, where 
/science and interesting narrative were com- 
| bined,were very popular, and also Scott’s novels.’ 
| 
| 


The head master further added :— 


“T have much pleasure in again expressing 
| my strong conviction of the beneficial effects of 
!such school libraries. The regular readers are 
| by far the most intelligent pupils, and I hope 
| the time is not far distant when a small school 
library will become a universally recognised 
requisite, like the other conventional apparatus, 
such as maps, diagrams, ete.” 


Another head master, in a small burgh 
school with an average attendance of 
about 200, wrote that the library 


“has been largely taken advantage of; the 
average issue per week being twenty volumes. 
Sometimes the parents apply for books. From 
an educational point of view the library is of 
the greatest importance. There is more read- 
ing, and it is a pleasure and a recreation, giving 
greater fluency and increased vocabulary. In- 
creased intelligence is evidenced in the ordinary 
work of the classes. Through the volumes in 
the library the pupils get new interest in their 
school work. As we take elementary science as 
a class subject, my oldest pupils take books from 
which they read for this and gather information 
on the subject. I think the library has created 
a taste for reading.” 


Another head master in a small burgh 
school, after a short trial, said :— 


“T note with the greatest satisfaction an 
appreciable improvement in the composition 
exercises, both in regard to range of thought 
and quality of diction. The library has created 
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a love for reading which did not formerly exist. 
It is helpful in preparing for unseen tests in 
reading. Many children who formerly attended 
school request, through their brothers and sisters 
who are present, the loan of particular books.” 


In Dundee he started five school 
libraries of about 200 volumes each, the 
cost being about £20 per library. These 
libraries had been so much appreciated 
that the teachers and scholars, on their 
own initiative, had got up school con- 
certs and other entertainments in order 
to get funds to buy more books. The 
head masters of these five Dundee Board 
schools were exceptionally high-class men, 
and their conjoint report was most 
valuable. He should give a few extracts 
from their first report, dated two or 
three years ago, which had lately been 
endorsed by individual letters from them, 
showing that the interest was more than 
kept up. 


“In thirty weeks 6,278 books were issued, of 
which 3,804 were works of fiction and adven- 
ture, 1,365 history and biography, and 1,009 
physical science and natural history. Amongst 
the apparent benefits derived from the libraries 
are increased vocabulary, with a corresponding 
facility in the use of words and phrases; a 
widened interest, arising from increase of 
information, leading to habits of reading and 
thinking ; greater opportunity of directing the 
tendencies of the pupils, due to the presence of 
suitable books in the schools, and a power which 
is concentrated in a collection of desirable literary 
material fit for supplementing the efforts of the 
teachers. The composition exercises of the older 
pupils have been much improved. The most 
omnivorous readers are the smartest at answer- 
ing in.«school. The libraries have raised the 
general intelligence of the school, aided reading 
as an art, and been of service in the more 
mechanical drudgery of ‘ getting up’ spelling. 
The libraries are of immense advantage to the 
various members of the staff. They have 
never been found of the slightest hin- 
drance to the preparation of home lessons. 
Many parents take more active interest in their 
children’s work, and participate in the luxury of 
a fascinating story or a popular scientific trea- 
tise. We are much pleased to have aided in this 
truly educational movement.” 


In the recent confirmatory letters it 
was stated that— 


“ There is still considerable difficulty, notwith- 
standing the addition of 50 volumes, in satisfying 
the children’s demands. There are at least 210 
pupils in attendance in our fifth and sixth 
standards, and of these 200 are regular readers. 
The parents of 67 of these pupils assist their 
children in selecting the books from the cata- 
logues and frequently read the books themselves ; 
31 pupils have cards as members of the Dundee 
Free Library, 18 of whom have joined in the 
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present year; the reason chiefly given is that 
they wish to read books which are not to be 
found in the school library.’ Another of the 
head masters writes :—‘ The intelligence of the 
classes is very much improved since the institu- 
tion of our school library.”” Another says :— 
‘The books of travel and adventure have greatly 
helped the geography lessons. The library has 
been a great boon.’ Another says :—‘ Before 
the introduction of the school library we were 
much troubled with many of the pupils reading 
‘penny dreadfuls.’ We could not put down the 
practice ; the school library, however, has killed 
the ‘penny dreadful,’ and the pupils now store 
their minds with literature which will at least 
be wholesome and stimulating to the intellect.” 


In this particular school they had 
more than doubled the number of books 
originally given. From some of the 
large School Boards in England he had 
received similar encouraging reports, 
many of them having libraries in each 
school. In Scotland there were only 341 
school libraries. In France the Govern- 
ment had established 20,000 libraries 
within ten years. One of H.M. 
Inspectors wrote :— 


“T can testify to the great usefulness of school 
libraries in country districts. I helped in 
starting a number of them, and the invariable 
testimony has been that they have done much 
to improve the intelligence of the pupils and to 
foster in them a desire for reading. The 
tendency of this is to improve both the com- 
position and the spelling of the schools. The 
cultivation of a habit of reading in the pupils 
before they leave school will also, I think, induce 
them to continue reading and improving them- 
selves after they leave it, which will be a matter 
of great consequence to most of them.” 


Another Inspector said :— 


“Wherever a school library exists and is 
properly used, improved intelligence, greater 
wealth of ideas, greater readiness and power of 
imagination, greater clearness and precision in 
reasoning, greater frankness and better manners 
are the result.’ He added:—‘The whole good 
of the institution is due to the fact of its being 
a school library. That the Free Library can be 
substituted is nonsense. On this point there are 
so many and so obvious objections that it would 
only weary you to point them out. ... What 
is the use of teaching a child to read and then 
giving him nothing to read, or of teaching him 
composition without giving him ideas to com- 
pose? It is a case of asking bricks without 
giving straw.’ ” 


Dr. Kerr stated that the 


“Leith School Board have set an admirable 
example in supplying all their schools with the 
nucleus of a library and museum cases. Teachers 
and scholars have taken a keen interest in them, 
and they give musical entertainments for their 
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more complete equipment. Libraries are con- 
nected with several of the Edinburgh Board 
Schools. It is to be hoped that before long all 
will have them.’ ”’ 


Dr. Harris, the head of the Education 
Department in the United States said :— 


“When the time shall have come to pass that 
every child in the public schools shall have the 
privilege and encouragement of a school library, 
popular education will have taken a long step 
forward.’ He further says :—‘In my opinion, 
no better use can be made of the school money 
furnished by each of the States than in expending 
a small portion in the purchase of suitable 
reference and library books.” 


Dr. Kerr stated that 


“The female candidates for the training 
colleges had confined their reading within too 
narrow a limit.” 


He strongly urged the necessity, espe- 
cially in the rural districts, of making pro- 
vision for keeping the children at school 
during the most impressionable age. 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 
Burghs) said he was inspired by the con- 
dition of the House to ask the Lord Ad- 
vocate whether he would not give some 
undertaking that next year Scottish 
educational matters, at any rate, might 
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considered by the 





be taken at a time when they might be 
discussed. At that moment his right 
hon. and learned Friend had only one | 
supporter from Scotland on his side of | 
the House; they on their side of ‘the 
House were in the majority, as usual, on 
these questions, but it was a somewhat 





narrow one on this occasion. [ Laugh- 
ter.] No statement had been made on| 
Scottish matters in that House, whereas | 
on the English Education Estimates the | 
programme was laid down for the year, | 
and in Ireland there was a regular 
Board which had the supervision of edu- 
cation. Scottish educational matters 
were controlled very slightly by that 
House, and, by the very nature of its 
constitution, the Scottish Education De- 
partment had very much the character of 
a bureau, although no doubt it was con- 
trolled by a very able official. There | 
was no direct representative of the Scot- | 
tish Education Department in the House, 
and it must be admitted, therefore, that 
they were under a great disadvantage. 
The discussion of these Estimates was a 
farce under the circumstances in which 
they found themselves that afternoon, 
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although it might very well be that that 
was unavoidable on account of the state 
of public business and the management 
of business. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said that if the House re-enacted 
the new Rules with regard to Supply, as 
he hoped they would, next Session, it 
would be the desire of the Government 
then, as it had been during the present 
Session, to meet as far as possible the 
wishes of all sections of the House. He 
thought that one advantange of the Rules 
would be that if there were Votes of im- 
portance which were not discussed this 
year they could be given special attention 
to next year, and certainly the suggestion 
of the hon. Gentleman would be carefully 
Government next 

ear. 

Mr. McLEOD said there had been no 
attempt to so regulate the number of 
days given to the Estimates that Scotland 
would get its share of the time available. 
Scotland, up to the present, had not had 
two days devoted to its Estimates, while 
Ireland had had five days and England had 
had the balance. He entirely agreed with 
the hon. Member for Leith that they were 
under a great disadvantage in not having 
a direct representative of their Educa- 
tion Department in that House. Another 
disadvantage was that that Department 
was in London. The statement which 
had been made by the Lord Advocate 
on the previous night was short but 
pregnant, and he thought that Scotch- 
men could look with pride at the extra- 
ordinary advance which had been made 
in educational matters in Scotland, 
where the standard of education was 
already high. They had been progress- 
ing in many directions, there had been 
a very considerable increase in the 
average attendance, and they had also 
shown some progress in the direction of 
keeping the children at school for a 
longer period than in the past. With 
regard to the increase in the evening 
schools, he would venture to sound a 
note of warning. It was hardly credible 
how quickly the children forgot what 
had been taught them in the elementary 
schools, and it had been known that 
children who had passed the sixth 
standard had, when attending evening 
schools, to be instructed in the rudiments 
of the threee “R’s.” Therefore the in- 
crease in regard to the evening schools 
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was not altogether evidence of progress. | of friction. It would therefore be well 
The Lord Advocate had informed the|for the Education Department not to 
Committee that only the small per-| congratulate themselves too soon on the 
centage of 2°91 of the scholars in Scot-| results of the system. He would end 
land were paying any fees. He thought where he began, and say that they had 
that was a satisfactory statement ; but|every reason to feel proud of their 
there was a very serious objection | education system in Scotland ; and if the 
to the system by which some of the} Education Department was only brought 
children paid fees and others did not. | more clearly into touch with the people, 
They should at the earliest possible | it would be convenient to all concerned. 
moment abolish fees in their schools in| In regard to the Highands and Islands of 











order that they might be able to say that | 
their public schools were absolutely free. 

In the matter of agricultural education 
he recognised that the Education Depart- 
ment had it transferred to them only 
recently ; but it would seem that nothing 
like sufficient attention was given to the 
subject. He agreed with his hon. Friend 
the Member for Forfar, that practical 
teaching in agriculture was likely not 
only to be more popular, but more ad- 
vantageous than theoretical teaching. 
He knew there were some difficulties in 
the way of practical teaching, such as the 
want of te sachers, and the cost ; but con- 
sidering the enormous strides that were 
being made by other countries in the 
matter of agriculture, they in Scotland 
ought to be spending much more on 
agricultural training than was provided 
in the Estimates. The question of the 
teachers’ pensions was very important. 
He was glad to observe that there was a 
small increase in the amount given by 
the Department for that purpose. If 
the Department only knew the enormous 
amount of assistance given, and the 
amount of gratitude evoked even by that 
paltry sum, he was sure they would be 
the first to deal drastically with the 
matter. The teachers had been far too 
long suffering. The present position 
of a teacher in Scotland was that under 
the present system of things he had all 
the disabilities of the Civil Service, and 
not a single one of its advantages. Those 
who carried on the important work of 
education ought to have some provision 
made for them in their old age. In 
Scotland they had the School Board in 
every parish; then the county and 
borough committees ; and the County 
Councils, which administered certain 


amounts for technical education—besides | 
the Society for the promotion of | 


Christian Knowledge, and he was afraid 
this multiplication of education authori- 
ties would lead to a considerable amount 








| Scotland, there was a general feeling in 
Scotland that the Department had recog- 
nised, more than they were prepared to 
do some years ago, that it was necessary 
to take into account the peculiar idio- 
syncracies of those districts. He was 
glad to see that, though the amount of 
Gaelic taught was not so large owing to 
the pressure of other subjects, the Depart- 
ment, by the appointment of assistant 
inspectors and teachers, recognised the 
fact that if a child were born of Gaelic 
speaking people, it was the greatest ab- 
surdity to put it to school with a teacher 
that knew nothing of its mother tongue. 

Mr. J. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid) 
complained of want of statistics as 
regarded all schools—State-aided and 
non-State-aided. There should be no 
difficulty, because every School Board 
was bound to see that every child of 
school age was attending. That pre- 
supposed knowledge whether and where 
it was at school. The information would 
be most valuable. There had always 
been a difficulty in getting the Depart- 
ment to consent to a return of the kind. 
As regarded the Report of the Depart- 
ment and the Lord Advocate’s statement, 
undoubtedly an improvement in results 
was shown this year. The Government 
grant had increased by 34d., and stood 
now at £1 1s. 44d. This, no doubt, was 
largely due to increased expenditure. 
“Maintenance per child ” had increased 
by 1s. 3$d., and stood in Board Schools 
at £2 9s. 27d. The increased expendi- 
ture was not all borne by the rates, 
because the fee grant to the schools had 
increased from Ils. 4$d. to 12s., an in- 
crease of 73d. It was gratifying that 
they had an increase of educational value 
in the increased Government grant which 
was a justification for the increased ex- 
penditure. It was also satisfactory to 
find that the average attendance had in- 
creased by 1°39 per cent. as against ‘8 
in the increase of population. The 
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inspectors’ reports as to organisation and 
discipline also showed an improvement. 
He fully recognised educational progress 
in Scotland, but there was another side 
to the matter. There was an increase in 
the numbers of children between 13 and 
15 years of age and upwards attending 
school, and yet the educational results 
were not commensurate. There was an 
extraordinary increase in the number of 
children in the infant department— 
74,841, against 70,016 in the previous 
year. There were too many children in 
this department who were retained 
instead of being pushed forward. 
Pecuniarily it was to the advantage of a 
school to retain children as long as 
possible in the infant departments as 
they got more money for them. As it 
was not compulsory that a standard a 
year should be passed they found that 
the school age was being prolonged. Dr. 
Kerr, in his general report for the 
southern division, said : 

** Tf something is not done to check the present 
backward drift as regards relation between age 
and standard of attainment, we shall, within a 
year or two, have a very considerable number of 
children legally leaving school before they pass 
the fifth standard, because they have, prior to 
that age, reached 14, the age of exemption.” 


So that while the age of attendance at 
school was increasing the children were 
not making educational progress. Com- 
paring 1889 with 1894, he found the 
children were of an older age in every one 
of the standards, and comparing 1894 
with 1895, he found the same results. 
Close on 40,000 children in the second 
standard were upwards of 11 years 
of age. Formerly their system of grants 
was ‘payment by results,” and no 
child could be presented a second time 
in the same standard. But now there 
was an “average ” system, and there was 
no guarantee that the child was pushed 
on to the next standard. It was expected 
to pass a standard a year, but there was 
no compulsion in the matter, and the 
result was it was to the interest of the 
School Board, pecuniarily, to retain 
children as long as possible in an inferior 
standard, because they made more money 
by retarding the progress of education 
than if they got the child through the 
standard of exemption. Mr. Lobban, the 
inspector for the Inverness district, said : 


‘* For the last year or two I have had to keep 
a watchful eye on the undoubted tendency to 
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retain children in classes disproportioned not 
only to their age, but also to their general 
attainments. It is no uncommon thing to find 
that from 20 to 30 per cent. of the so-called in- 
fants are over nine years of age. At the recent 
inspection of a large school, which was not 
visited last year, I found that close npon 40 per 
cent. of the children in the second standard were 
upwards of 11 years.” 


It was no good shutting one’s eyes to the 
fact. The old system of examination, 
payment by individual results, allowing 
children to be not twice presented in the 
same standard, kept the children on the 
move forward. The new system of ex- 
amination offered a premium to keep 
children back. More money was ob- 
tained, as payment was largely on the 
average attendance, and the longer chil- 
dren were kept at school the more money 
made. Keeping children in the lower 
standard would make the classes show in- 
creased intelligence and earn “excellent” 
grant more easily. Teachers followed 
the direction of the money. Hence an 
increased “excellent ” grant was counter- 
balanced by the increasing age of the 
children, and the undoubted drift to 
prolong children in the lower standard. 
A word or two as to the training col- 
leges. These were supplied from the 
pupil teachers, but there had been 
a decrease of male students and an 
increase of female students. The 
inspectors complained of a _ great 
want of sufficient trained teachers and 
a large surplus of untrained teachers. 
Dr. Ogilvie in his Report for 1895 for 
the western district, which represented 
one of the best educational centres, 
said :— 


“Tt is to be regretted that the inadequacy of 
the supply through these channels (the training 
colleges), leaves an open door for the increasing 
contingent of so-called acting teachers. ‘lhe 
growing preponderance of the untrained 
element is getting to be a matter of serious 
moment.” 


When they considered the enormou 
sums of money that were paid for educa- 
tion between the local and Imperial tax- 
payers in Scotland— amounting to about 
£2,000,000 a year—it must be obvious 
that the efficiency of the schools largely 
depended upon the training and efficiency 
of the teachers. They ought, therefore, 
to have great regard as to how the 
teachers were trained. The cost of the 
Scotch Training Colleges amounted to 
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£46,000 a year, a very small sum com- 
pared with the £2,000,000 spent upon 
education, and everyone must admit that 
education could not possibly give the 
best results unless they got it through 
properly trained and efficient teachers. 
The training colleges were supported 
almost entirely by a grant of the 
Treasury of £34,675, which was borne 
upon the Estimates and by the fees of 
the students. | There were denomina- 
tional training colleges at the present 
moment. Three belonged to the Church 
of Scotland, three to the Free Church, 
one to the Episcopalian and one to the 
Roman Catholic denominations, and they 
were paid Government money for training 
and supplying teachers, the churches not 
contributing a single penny to the sup- 
port of the colleges. He contended that, 
seeing they had in Scotland practically 
a national system of education paid for 
heavily out of Imperial and local money, 
they should have efficient national training 
colleges under the State, and should not 
be at the mercy of denominations either 
as regarded the carrying on of the work 
or the school buildings. The training 
college buildings were very small, and the 
result was that they were not able to 
teach the requisite number of students 
who passed their examinations and who 
were qualified to enter the colleges. He 
did not expect that the present Govern- 
ment would do anything in the way of 
providing national training colleges— 
they would prefer to preserve the 
present denominational system, and he 
would not, therefore, argue which was the 


better. He recognised that the change 
in the date of the examination for 


certificates from December to July had 
provedadvantageous, the students getting 
the full benefit of a session’s attendance 
at the University. Since permission had 
been given to female students to attend 
the University the number had increased 
from 32 in 1894 to97in 1895. Complaints, 
however, were made of the date fixed for 
admission into the training colleges. The 
examination took place in December, but 
the students were not admitted until the 
following September or October, an in- 
terval of nine months. If they continued 
in this interval as pupil teachers, they 
were overburdened with work at the 
school, and they did not take any further 
interest in their studies as they had 
passed their examination Jt would be 
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much better if the examination was fixed 
at a later period, so that the students 
might take advantage of the Easter Re- 
cess when the training colleges could 
have an examination. The pupil teacher 
might continue in the school until the 
July holiday before he entered the train- 
ing college, and there would not then be 
the long period of nine months interval, 
which was a great temptation to the 
pupil teacher to idle away his time or 
engage in other work. He advocated a 
change in the date of the entrance exam- 
ination with a view to securing con- 
tinuity in education. With regard to 
the evening schools, the Lord Advocate 
had given them some very gratifying 
statistics. Whilst not at all desiring to 
cry down the benefit of such schools—to 
which he wished every success — he 
believed the results were over-stated. 
Dr. Stewart, in his general Report for 
1895, dealing with the evening schools 
in the northern division, said :— 

“The schools are as far as ever from realising 
the original intention, and in many cases the 
laxity of the managers in allowing them to be 
farmed, and in neglecting the proper supervision 
of registration, has placed temptations in the 
way of the unscrupulous, not merely to falsify 
registers, but to teach the easiest and least use- 
ful subjects for the purpose of earning as much 
money as possible.’ 


Of course he did not say that that was 
a general description of the evening 
schools throughout Scotland. ‘The in- 
spectors in other divisions reported 
more favourably. Still Dr. Stewart’s 
Report was a correct description of a 
great deal that was going on with regard 
to evening schools, so that the large 
numbers read out by the Lord Advocate 
as attending evening teachers were sub- 
ject to aconsiderable discount. Turning 
to the question of the fee grant, he ob- 
served that the right hon. Member for 
Sutherlandshire had said the Educational 
Department were to be congratulated on 
the fact of having converted the Treasury 
to the view of giving a fee grant of 10s. 
per head. In 1889, he himself argued 
in favour of this view with the Govern- 
ment of the day, but the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, who was then Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, said the rate 
must be based on the basis of an 
equivalent grant of eleven-eightieths for 
Scotland, and he refused to give effect 
to the principle the Scotch Members 
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contended for. At that time such a 
principle would have given more money 
to Scotland, and the Treasury had only 
assented to it this year because the 
system of 10s. per head would give 
something like £6,000 less to Scotland 
than would the former method of caleu- 
lation. He inquired of the Lord Advo- 
cate what steps had been taken to get 
back the arrears of the fee grant 
amounting to £30,000, and suggested 
that the Secretary to the Treasury should 
utilise the time between then and Mon- 
day to prepare a supplemental Estimate 
for this amount. There was another 
matter which had been going on for 
many years in Scotland in regard to 
certain schools. According to the Edu- 
cation Act of 1872, in Scotland no 
school could get a Government grant 
unless such school was required in the 
locality, “regard being had to the religious 
belief of the parents.” In the case of 
the Dunehatton School, the Education 
Department had sanctioned a grant to an 
Episcopalian school, which at the time 
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had only the children of two Episcopalian 


families in attendance. The Department 
regarded that as a proper interpretation 
of the Act, that the school was required 
in the locality, regard being had to the 
religious belief of the parents, In 
Scotland they had always recognised a 
difference between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, but they did not make 
any distinction as to Episcopalians. In 
the case to which he referred, however, 
the Education Department had set up 
this distinction that a 
might be given to a school attended 
by the children of families. 
This school had been put down there for 
It had been a 
source of universal agitation and annoy- 


so grant 


two 
proselytising purposes. 


ance in the locality, and for the sake of 
one family—for the other family were 
the teachers—it also went in and com- 
peted with a school which was deprived 
of the benefit of the money which might 
go to the education of the children 
attending the Board school. For years 
Mr. J. Caldwell. 
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the School Board had heen fighting the 
Education Department. They had re- 
signed time after time, and they had 
been re-elected time after time, and the 
whole district had been going on agitat- 
ing, and yet the Department insisted on 
keeping that school up there and main- 
taining a source of annoyance to the 
neighbourhood. They were disturbing 
the whole educational machinery for a 
paltry thing of that kind. The School 
Board was re-elected again only the 
other day. They put up some of the 
landed people in the district, but the 
old School Board was elected by a large 
majority. That should put an end to 
this. 

Mr. VESEY KNOX (Londonderry) 
said there was no doubt that a sum of 
£30,000 was wrongfully kept back from 
Scotland in past years. Whatever case 
the Treasury might be able to make out 
against the Irish National Board for not 
having applied for more money, and for 
having been guilty of some laches, he 
believed there could be no such case made 
against the Scotch Education Depart- 
The Scotch Education Depart- 
ment in every year asked for the largest 
sum which they could ask for—namely, 
eleventh-eightieths of the sum which 
England got the previous year. But 
they were unable to know what England 
was going to get for the current year, 
and consequently they were always a 
year behind, and in the result they re- 
ceived £30,000 less than they ought to 
have received. He could not see on what 
principle the Treasury could defend that. 
In the case of Ireland, though they had 
not given them the money, they had 
admitted the principle, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had stated that 
he regarded this sum as a debt due from 
the Treasury to Irish Education. He 
imagined it would, at this period of the 
Session, satisfy his Scotch friends if they 
were told that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer also regarded this £30,000 as 
a debt due from the Treasury to Scotch 
Education. There was another point, 


ment. 





253 


and that was the £6,000 a year of which 
Scotland had been deprived by the 
adoption of the new system. He thought 
that, to prevent misunderstanding in the 
future, it would be desirable if they had a 
statement as to who really did originate 
this notion. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had stated to the House that 
the Scotch Education Department had 
revived this proposal, but the informa- 
tion which had reached him was not 
quite the same. That information was 
to the effect that the Scotch Education 
Department made this suggestion years 
ago, when it would have given some 
benefit to Scotland, that they did not 
accept the suggestion, and that the 
Treasury now took up the idea of revert- 
ing back to the old suggestion when 
it was to the disadvantage of Scotland. If 
. that was so, he thought the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had cast an unmerited 
slur on the Education Department. It 


Supply. 


seemed to be just and clear, that if 
England initiated a principle on which 


these grants were to be divided because 
it was to the advantage of England, she 
ought to stick to the bargain now, even 
although it had not been in the long run 
to her advantage. His hon. Friend the 
Member for Sutherland had stated that 
in his opinion there was no religious 
difficulty in the education of Scotland. 
In his opinion the grievance under the 
Catholics which Scotland suffered was a 
very grave one. The Catholics formed 
10 per cent. of the population. They 
contributed in which the 
Presbyterian religion was taught, and 
in which there was no pretence that 
it was undenominational teaching as in 
the Board Schools. 
more grievous injustice than was the 
injustice of the Establishment, and until 
that grievance was remedied it could not 
be said that there was no religious 
difficulty in dealing with Scotch edu- 
cation. Many poer people from the part 
of Ireland he represented had gone to 
Scotland, and he knew their intellectual 
and social growth had been stunted by 


to schools 
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the fact that the education which they 
got in the Catholic schools was not as 
efficient as the education which was sup- 
plied out of the rates—paid for by them 
as well as others—in the Board Schools. 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs) asked the Lord Advocate if 
the Department had done anything 
to carry out the promise made last 
year with regard to the charge for 
books in schools. This was a serious 
question for working people in Scotland 
who might move from one parish to 
another. He hoped the Lord Advocate 
would be able to tell him that all 
charges for books had been abolished. 
He also hoped the Department was 
doing all it could to employ Scotch 
inspectors. He had had a representa- 
tion from the teachers in which they 
complained that when there were 
vacancies in the inspectorate the appoint- 
ments were given to Englishmen from 
Oxford and Cambridge instead of to 
Scotchmen. 

*THE LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
GraHam Murray, Buteshire) said the 
hon. Member for Forfarshire had asked 
what had been the response to the new 
minute regarding secondary schools and 
what advantage had been taken of the 
proposals therein contained. The 
response had been this—that 21 Com- 
mittees out of a total jof 33 had taken 
advantage of the offer, and the contri- 
butions amounted to something between 
£4,000 and £5,000. They were made 
by nine County Councils, 14 burghs, 
and 21 police burghs. The hon. Mem- 
ber also asked whether the money for 
technical education was to be kept 
separate from that devoted to secondary 
That was so. Under the 


| regulations, money which was offered by 


County Councils and burghs out of their 
technical education funds was bound to 
be spent by the Committees on the pur- 
poses of technical education and not 
diverted to any other’ branch of 
secondary education. The next ques- 
tion was as to the method of distribution. 
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The Education Department had not 
altogether had a free hand _ there, 
because that House had very largély 
taken charge of that matter. By the 
original minute of the 11th of August 
1892, the money available was to be 
distributed on the principle that the 
amount earned by each school should be 
determined mainly by the work done in 
that school, and the schools which were 
entitled to share in that money were to 
be selected by the Burgh Committee. 
There was a special Committee appointed 
to report upon that minute, and they 
practically reported in entire accordance 
with the minute. A new minute was 
issued on the 3lst of January 1893, 
resting on the same principles and 
differing only in details. That minute, 
however, after Parliamentary discussion, 
was abandoned for one under which a 
proportionate amount was allotted to 
each burgh or county Committee, to be 
distributed according to a scheme drawn 
up for the approval of the Department 
by each burgh or county Committee. 
Accordingly the Education Department, 
having regard to the importance of con- 
tinuity of administration, had not pro- 
posed any reversal of that system and 
had endeavoured to preserve it. The 
answer, therefore, was that it was dis- 
tributed according to population. The 
hon. Member also asked whether there 
was any probability of legislation upon 
this subject. The whole subject would 
be very carefully considered by the 
Education Department during this 
autumn, and the question of whether 
legislation was necessary was one upon 
which they would make up their minds 
when they reviewed the whole situation. 
On the question of libraries the Council 
were in general sympathy with many of 
the remarks of the hon. Member. Asa 
matter of fact, already there had been a 
good many schools in which payment 
had been sanctioned for libraries. Out 
of 3,000 schools there were libraries in 
400. It was a long step between 
encouraging the giving of books and 
going the full length of making it com- 
pulsory that every school should have a 
library. The matter was a large one, 
but the hon. Member must not think 
that the attitude of the Department was 
at all hostile to the view the hon. Gen- 
tieman had expressed. In regard to the 
secondary schools, the Department 


Lord Advocate. 
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recognised that they could not take 
credit altogether for the numbers attend- 
ing the secondary schools, because 
probably they were to a certain extent 
at the expense of the day schools. Still, 
there had been a considerable improve- 
ment even after discounting anything in 
that way, but there was no desire to 
overrate the progress which had been 
made. As regarded the remarks upon 
the necessity of stimulating utilisation of 
educational advantages, he would remind 
the hon. Gentleman of a paragraph in 
the Report which dealt with a kindred 
matter. It said :— 
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“In connection with this they desire to call 
attention to the good done by the National 
Home Reading Union, which has dore much to 
perpetuate the work of the schools by the 
lending library.” 


The hon. Member for Sutherland spoke 
about fee-paying schools. There were 
not a great number of them in the 
country, but the Department still 
thought they were a great help in the 
long run to the poorer children. Fees 
were charged in the lower standards, so 
that free education was enabled to be pro- 
vided to those who needed it in subjects 
which they otherwise could not get. No 
doubt attention would be paid to the 
remarks of the hon. Member in regard 
to agricultural education, but it was too 
soon to say anything about that as the 
transference had only been made to the 
Department, who had scarcely got the 
matter properly in hand. As to teachers’ 
pensions, they were making endeavours 
in that direction, endeavours which, so 
far as they had gone, had been success- 
ful. The hon. Member for Mid Lanark 
asked whether additional statistics could 
not, be obtained about non-aided schools. 
In ‘places like Glasgow that might be 
easy enough, but there was great difli- 
culty in dealing with the whole country. 
There was, however, a Return being 
made up dealing with the whole ques- 
tion of school supply, and that Return 
would represent the sum total of the 
information which the Department could 
get'without superhuman efforts. Then 
the hon. Member called attention to the 
increasing number of children being kept 
in the infant department, and he said 
the schools had a pecuniary interest in 
doing so, because they got ls. extra 
grant. The hon. Gentleman instanced 
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the inordinate numbers in Glasgow, but 
he was confounding infants and infant 
departments. There was no infant 
department in Glasgow. Besides that, 
the hon. Member forgot that a child 
never paid a School Board, as it had to 
be paid for over and above the grant. 
In regard to examinations, it was one of 
the instructions of the Department to 
inspectors that in giving a school a 
certificate of fair or excellent they were 
to keep in view whether, according to 
their experience, there was an abnormal 
number of children kept in the lower 
standards. No doubt there had been a 
falling off in the number of male 
students in the training colleges, and the 
Education Department was very sorry 
for it, but they were not altogether 
responsible. The profession, for the 
nonce, did not seem to be so popular as 
it used to be. Lately there had been 
an attempt, which had not been yet 
fully developed in its results, to associate 
the universities in this matter, and 
allowing students to enter through the 
universities as well as through the 
training colleges. In regard to the fee- 
grant, the Education Department on 
this matter were with the hon. Member. 
The Education Department had always 
held that they ought to get eleven- 
eightieths. In years to come he hoped 
they might revert to their old position, 
and that they would get more under 
the 10s. grant than if calculated 
under the eleven-eightieths. In regard 
to the remarks of the hon. Member 
for Londonderry, he could not say 
more than what the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer said the other day, 
which was that Scotland would be 
treated upon the same principle as 
Ireland, and that the money would be 
made good. The precise way in which 
it might be made good he did not know. 


Larceny 


Original question put, and agreed to. 


Resolution to be reported upon Mon- 
day next ; Committee to sit again upon 
Monday next. 
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LARCENY BILL [u.1]. 
Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. Grant Lawson in the Chair]. 


Clause 1,— 


PUNISHMENT FOR RECEIPT OR POSSESSION 
OF PROPERTY STOLEN ABROAD. 

(1.) If any person receives, or has in his 
possession, any property knowing it to have 
been stolen outside the United Kingdom, he 
shall be liable to penal servitude for any term 
not less than three years and not more than 
seven years, or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour, and may be indicted in any county or 
place in which he has or has had the property. 

(2.) For the purposes of this section property 
shall be deemed to have been stolen where it 
has been taken, extorted, obtained, embezzled, 
converted, or disposed of, under such circum- 
stances that, if the Act had been committed in 
the United Kingdom, the person committing it 
would have been guilty of an offence according 
to the law for the time being of the United 
Kingdom. 

(3.) An offence under this section shall be a 
felony or misdemeanour according as the act 
committed outside the United Kingdom would 
have been a felony or misdemeanor if committed 
within the United Kingdom. 

(4.) This section shall be construed and have 
effect as part of the Larceny Act, 1861. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.) moved in Sub-section (1), after the 
words “If any person,” to insert the 
words “ without lawful excuse.” 

THe ATTORNEY GENERAL as- 
sured the hon. Member that the words 
were unnecessary, 

Amendment negatived. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL moved in Sub- 
section (1) after the word “kingdom,” 
to insert the words “ knowing such pro- 
perty to have been stolen.” 

Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL moved in Sub- 
section (2) to leave out the word 
“ offence,” and to insert instead thereof 
the words “ extradition crime.” 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL moved in Sub- 
section (3) to leave out the words 
“ within the United Kingdom,” and to 
insert instead thereof the words “ in Eng- 
land or Ireland.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 
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Clause 2,— 


SHORT TITLE. 


“This Act may be cited as the Larceny Act, 
1896, and the Larceny Act, 1861, and this Act 


may be cited together as the Larceny Act, 1861: 


and 1896. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Bill reported ; as amended, to be con- 
sidered upon Monday next. 


VEXATIONS ACTIONS BILL [1.1.] 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in 
moving the Second Reading of this Bill, 
said it was to put an end to an abuse 
which had been going on for some years. 
Certain persons went from Court to 
Court issuing vexatious process against 
the Lord Chancellor, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and other public men. The 
Bill provided that if a person did this 
habitually the Court might, on the autho- 
rity of the Attorney General, make an 
order to restrain the proceedings. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that no 
doubt a great abuse existed, but it was 
connected with one person, who would 
not live for ever. [The ArrorNEY GENE- 
RAL, “No, not only one person.”| It 
was a strong order to restrict the right 
of the subject to bring actions, and he 
suggested that the operation of the Bull 
should be restricted to five years, and 
that after that, if it were desirable, the 
Act should be renewed in the Expiring 
Laws Continuance Bill. 

Mr. LEWIS supported the suggestion 
of the hon. and learned Member. 

Tut ATTORNEY-GENERAL said 
that he could not promise to accept the 
suggestion, but he would consider it be- 
fore Report. 


Bill read a Second time, and committed 
for Monday. 
EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. Grant Lawson in the Chair. ] 


Clause 1,— 


CONTINUANCE OF ACTS IN SCHEDULE. 


(1.) The Acts mentioned in .Part I. of the 
Schedule to this Act shall, to the extent specified 
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in column three of that Schedule, be continued 
until the thirty-first day of December One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven, and 
shall then expire, unless further continued. 


(2.) The Act mentioned in Part IT. of the 
Schedule to this Act shall, to the extent speci- 
fied in column three:of that Schedule, be continued 
until the thirty-first day of March One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-eight, and shall then 
expire, unless further continued. 


(3.) Any unrepealed enactments amending or 
affecting the enactments continued by this Act 
shall, in so far as they are contemporary in their 
duration, be continued in like manner, whether 
they are mentioned in the Schedule to this Act 
or not. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY asked the Govern- 
ment to state their intentions with regard 
to the Arms Act. Ireland was absolutely 
quiet now, and there could not be a better 
opportunity of dropping the Act. If 
the Government would not do that, let 
them say that if Ireland was as peaceful 
next year as it was now they would then 
drop the Act. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
he could not undertake to give that 
pledge. Ireland was, no doubt, extremely 
peaceful now, but the Act was useful as 
a measure of police regulation, and might 
| be more useful in the future. The late 
'Government retained the Act for that 
| purpose ; it caused no inconvenience to 
janybody ; and the circumstances of 
Ireland were in many respects peculiar. 
At certain periods of the year there was 
a liability to disturbances and to conflicts 
between crowds, and it was desirable to 
place a restriction on the possession of 
arms. Although moonlighting was not 
now so common in Ireland as it had 
been, it still continued to some extent, 
jand, although agrarian crimes had 
| greatly diminished in number, the cases 
of firing into dwellings were still more 
| frequent that they ought to be. 
| Toe CHAIRMAN (Mr. Grant 

Lawson) thought that this question had 
better be raised on the Schedule. 











Clause ordered to stand part of the 


Clause 2,— 
SHORT TITLE, 
This Act may be cited as the Expiring Laws 


| Continuance Act, 1896. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
| Bill 
| 
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(2.) 
3 & 4 Vict. c. 89 | 


(3.) 
4 & 5 Vict. c. 30 


(4.) a 
10 & 11 Vict. 
c. 98. 


(5.) 





11 & 12 Viet. | 


c. 32. 


The Poor Rate Exemption 
Act 1840. 


The Ordnance Survey Act 


1841. | 


The Ecclesiastical Jurisdic- | 
tion Act 1847. 


The County Cess (Ireland) 
Act, 1848. 


The whole Act. 


The whole Act 


As to the provisions 
continued by 21 & 


22 Vict. c. 50. 


| The whole Act 


33 Vict. c. 13. 


20 & 21 Vict. 


47 & 48 Vict. c. 43 
52 & 53 Vict. c. 3 


ie) 













~ 
















| 
(6.) | 
14 & 15 Vict. | The Episcopal and Capitular | The whole Act 17 & 18 Vict. c. 16 
c. 104. |  Kstates Act 1851. 21 & 22 Vict. c. 94. 
22 & 23 Vict. c. 46. 
23 & 24 Vict. c. 124. 
31 & 32 Vict. c. 114. 
s. 10. 
(7.) ; 
17 & 18 Vict. | The Corrupt Practices Pre- | Somuch asiscontinued | 26 & 27 Vict. c. 29. 
c. 102. vention Act 1854. | by the Corrupt and s. 6. 
| Illegal Practices | 31 & 32 Vict. c. 125. 


Prevention Act 1883. | 46 & 47 Vict. ¢. 51. 





(8.) 
23 & 24 Vict. | The Labourers (Ireland) Act | The whole Act “oe = 


c. 19. 1860. 
e. " . " 
24 & 25 Vict. | The Salmon Fishery Act 1861 | As to the appointment | 49 & 50 Vict. c. 39. 
c. 109. of inspectors, s. 31. 


8. 3. 
55 & 56 Vict. c. 50. 
(10.) 
26 & 27 Vict. 








The Promissory Notes Act | The whole Act . | 45 & 46 Vict. c. 61. 
c. 105. 1863. | | 
(11.) | 
27 & 28 Vict. | The Promissory Notes (Ire- | The whole Act. _— 
c. 20. land) Act 1864. | 
12.) | | 
28 & 29 Vict. | The Militia (Ballot Suspen- | The whole Act | 45 & 46 Vict. c. 49. 
c. 46 | sion) Act 1865. l 
| | | 
| 
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1. 2. 3. 4, 
Session and 
Chapter. Short Title. How far continued. Amending Acts, 





(13.) 
28 & 29 Vict. 


ce. 83. 


(14.) 
29 & 30 Vict. 


ce. 52. 


(15. 


) 
31 & 32 Vict. 


c. 125. 


(16.) 
32 & 33 Vict. 


c. 21. 


(17.) 
33 & 34 Vict. 


ce. 112. 


(18.) 


34 & 35 Vict. 


c. 87. 


19. 


35 & 36 Vict. 


c. 33. 


(20.) 
38 & 39 Vict. 


ce. 84. 


(21. 


39 & 40 Vict. 


ce. 21. 


22. 


41 & 42 Vict. 


ec. 41. 


(23.) 
41 & 42 Vict. 


c. 72. 


(24. 
43 Vict. c. 18. 


(25.) 
43 & 44 Vict. 


ce. 42. 


26. 


44 & 45 Vict. 


Cc. 0. 





The Locomotives Act, 1865. 


The Prosecutions Expenses 
Act, 1866. 


| The Parliamentary Elections 


Act, 1868. 


The Corrupt Practices Com- 
mission Expenses Act, 1869. 


The Glebe Loan (Ireland) Act, 
1870. 


The Sunday Observation Pro- 
secution Act, 1871. 


The Ballot Act, 1872. 


The Parliamentary Elections 
(Returning Officers) Act, 
1875. 


The Jurors Qualification (Ire- 
land) Act, 1876. 


The Parliamentary Elections, 
Returning Officers Expenses 
(Scotland) Act, 1878. 


The Sale of Liquors on Sunday 
(Ireland) Act, 1878. 


The Parliamentary Elections 
and Corrupt Practices Act, 
1880. 


The Employers’ 


Liability 
Act, 1880. 


The Peace Preservation (Ire- 
land) Act 1881. 





The whole Act 


The whole Act. 


So much as iscontinued 
by the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Pre- 


vention Act, 1883. 


The whole Act 


The whole Act 


The whole Act. 


The whole Act 


The whole Act 


The whole Act 


The whole Act 


The whole Act. 


The whole Act 


The whole Act. 


The whole Act 





41 & 42 Vict. c. 58. 
41 & 42 Vict. c. 7 
(Part IL.) 


~I 
. 


42 & 43 Vict. c. 75. 
46 & 47 Vict. c. 51. 


34 & 35 Vict. c. 61. 


34 & 35 Vict. c. 100. 
41 Vict. ¢. 6. 


45 & 46 Vict. c. 50. 
(Municipal Elections). 


46 & 47 Vict. c. 51. 
s. 32. 

48 & 49 Vict. c. 2. 

49 & 50 Vict. c. 57. 


57 & 58 Vict. c. 49. 


48 & 49 Vict. c. 62. 
49 & 50 Vict. c. 58. 
54 & 55 Vict. c. 49. 


46 & 47 Vict. c. 51. 


49 & 40 Vict. c. 24. 
50 & 51 Vict. c. 20. 
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SCHEDU LE—continued. 


Continuance Bill. 





at and 
Chapter. 


2. 
Short Title. 


How far continued. 


4, 


Amending Acts 





(27 
45 & 46 
c. 59. 


-) 
Vict. 


(28.) 
46 & 47 
e. 51. 


(29.) 
46 & 47 
e. 60. 


(30.) 


47 & 48 Vict. 


c. 70. 


(31. 
49 & 
c. 29. 


32. 


(32.) 
50 & 51 Vict. 


c. 33. 


(33.) 


51 & 52 Vict. 


ce. 55. 


62 & 
ce. 40. 


. 
i 


Vict. 


Vict. 


1.) 
50 Vict. 


(84.) 
53 Vict. 


The Educational Endowments | 
| (Scotland) Act 1882. 


The Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act 
1883. 


The Labourers (Ireland) Act 
1883. 


The Municipal Elections 
(Corrupt and Tegal Prac- 
tices) Act 1884. 


The Crofters Holdings (Scot- 
land) Act 1886. 


The Land Law (Ireland) Act 
1887. 


The Sand Grouse Protection 
Act, 1888. 


The Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889. 





As to the powers of 
Her Majesty in 
Council and of the 
Scotch Education 
Department, s. 47. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The whole Act 


The whole Act 


The whole Act 


As to the powers of the 
Commissioners for 
the enlargement of 
holdings, s. 22. 


So much of section one 


within which appli- 
cations under the 
section may be made. 


The whole Act. 


As to the powers of the 
joint education com- 
mittee and the sus- 
pension of the powers 
of the Charity Com- 

| missioners, 

| 





as relates to the time | 





58 & 59 Vict. ec. 


48 & 49 Vict. 
49 & 50 Vict. 
54 & 55 Vict. 
54 & 55 Vict. ec. 
55 & 56 Vict. 


56 & 57 Vict. ¢ 


50 & 51 Vict. 
51 & 52 Vict. 


54 & 55 Vict. c. 


51 & 52 Vict. 
52 & 53 Vict. 


53 & 54 Vict. ¢. 


53 & 54 Vict. c. 60. 
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SCHEDULE—continued. 
Part IT. 
2, 3. | 4. 


1 
Session and 
Chapter. Short Title. 


How far continued. Amending Acts. 








382 & 33 Vict. | The Endowed Schools Act, 
c. 56. 1869. 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


As to the powers of | 36 & 37 Vict. c. 87. 
making schemes and | 37 & 38 Vict. c. 87. 
as to the payment | 52 & 53 Vict. c. 40. 
of the salaries of | 

additional Charity | 

Commissioners. | 


| 
| 
| 





Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to leave 
out from “ (26) 44 and 45 Vic., ¢. 5,” to 
“50 and 51 Vic., c. 20.” It was impossible 
properly to discuss the question on a 
Saturday at that period of the Session, 
but in another year the question would 
be raised as a whole. The Orange party 
were never prevented from possessing 
arms by this Act ; it was never enforced 
against them. And if firing into | 
dwellings still continued it was obvious | 
that the Act was useless for its purpose. 
It was impossible to prevent people from | 
possessing arms. He would say to the | 
Government as a whole that, even if) 
they maintained the necessity for the | 
Act, the question required more stringent | 
investigation than the right hon. Gentle- 
man had given to it. 

Mr. W. JOHNSTON (Belfast) denied | 
the statement that the Orange party in 
Treland carried firearms. 

Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) 
said that what the hon. Member for | 
North Louth had stated was perfectly 
true. It was perfectly notorious that 
the Orange party were allowed to keep | 
their arms to a considerable extent, and | 
it was too bad that the proceedings of | 
the Orange party, which were a disgrace | 
to the country, should be madethe ground | 


for depriving the peaceable inhabitants 
of the right to carry arms. The Act did 
not prevent riotous Orangemen, moon- 
lighters, and emergencymen from carrying 
arms to their hearts’ content. 


Question put, “That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
Schedule.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 47 ; 
Noes, 16.—(Division List, No. 398.) 


Schedule agreed to. 


sill reported without Amendment ; 
read the third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion made, and Question, “ That 
this House do now adjourn,”’—( First 
Lord of the Treasury )—put and agreed 
to. 


The House adjourned accordingly, 
at Seven o’clock till 
Monday next. 
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Labourers 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, 10th August 1896. 


EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 


Brought from the Commons ; Read 1* ; 
to be printed; and to be Read 2° 
To-morrow.—(The Prime Minister ).— 


[No. 243.] 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Brought from the Commons ; Read 1* ; 
to be printed; and to be Read 2° 
To-morrow.—(The Prime Minister.)— 
[No. 244.] 


TELEGRAPH MONEY BILL. 
Brought from the Commons ; Read 1° ; 
to be printed; and to be Read 2° 
To-morrow.—(The Prime Minister.)— 
[No. 245.] 


STANNARIES BILL [u.1.]. 
Returned from the Commons, agreed 

to, with an Amendment; the said 

Amendment to be considered To- 


morrow. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS (HOUSING OF WORKING 


CLASSES) BILL. 
Read 3* (according to Order), with 
the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


LABOURERS (IRELAND) BILL. 
Amendments reported (according to 
Order). 


Clause 1,— 


AMENDMENT OF 46 & 47 vict. c. 60. 
ss. 4 AND 7. 

(1.) In Section four of the Labourers (Ire- 
land) Act, 1883, “seven days” shall be sub- 
stituted for “fourteen days’’ wherever those 
words occur. 


VOL. XLIV. [rourtn sents. | 
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(2.) The notice of a subsequent meeting of a 
sanitary authority required by the said Section 
four shall not be necessary except in the case of 
a meeting at which a final resolution is to be 
passed. 


(3.) A representation under Section five of the 
said Act of 1883, or any certificate of a sanitary 
officer relating to the same, may be amended at 
any time prior or subsequent to the making of 
an improvement scheme in pursuance thereof, 
and the power of amendment hereby given shall 
include power to permit any such representation 
to be signed at any stage of the proceedings 
thereon by any person duly qualified to sign 
the same, and such signing shall have the same 
effect as if the representation had been origin- 
ally so signed; provided that no amendment 
other than the addition of a signature shall be 
made without the consent in writing in the 
case of a representation of the persons who 
originally signed the same, and in the case of 
a certificate of the sanitary officer, and any 
signature added shall be verified by a member 
or officer of the sanitary authority. 


(4.) In Section seven of the said Act of 1883 
“two consecutive weeks” shall be substituted 
for “ three consecutive weeks,” and the notices 
to be served under the said section may be 
served at the same time as, or at any time after, 
the publication of the advertisement in that 
section mentioned. 


(5.) Any notice under the said Section seven 
may be served on the agent of the person re- 
quired to be served in like manner as on such 
person, and need not be served personally ; 
provided that, if the service is by post, the letter 
shall be registered. 


(6.) Where the Local Government Board 
direct a local inquiry to be held under the said 
Section seven, the inspector of the Board ap- 
pointed to hold the inquiry shall, not later than 
seven days before the day on which the Inquiry 
will be held, forward by post in a registered 
letter addressed to the usual or last-known place 
of abode of every owner or reputed owner, 
lessee or reputed lessee, and occupier of the 
lands proposed to be taken compulsorily, and of 
the agents of such persons, a notice of the date 
on which the Inquiry will be held. 


THe Eart or RANFURLY moved, 
in Sub-section (6), after the words 
“reputed lessee,” to omit the word 
“and,” and to insert instead thereof the 
word “ or.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 3,— 


APPLICATION OF LANDS CLAUSES ACTS 
AND HOUSING OF WORKING CLASSES 
act, 1890. 


(1.) For the purpose of taking lands com- 
pulsorily by purchase under the principal Acts, 
the provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts with 
respect to the purchase and taking of lands 
otherwise than by agreement shall be deemed 
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to be amended by the provisions contained in | 
the Second schedule of the Housing of the | 
Working Classes Act 1890, and such provisions 
shall (subject as by this section provided) be 
deemed to form part of the principal Acts in 
like manner as if therein expressly enacted. 


(2.) In the construction for the purposes of | 
the principal Acts of the provisions contained | 
in the said Second schedule to the said Act of | 
1890, the “local authority” shall mean the | 
sanitary authority, the “confirming Act” shall | 
mean the order of the Local Government Board | 
authorising the improvement scheme, when the 
same has become absolute or been confirmed, 
the “confirming authority” shall mean the | 
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be specified in the notice to him that 
such cottage or cottages and land are 
for sale, they shall be offered for sale 
by public auction or tender after speci- 
fied advertisements in the newspapers 
circulating in the district, at a price 
not less than the said reserve price. 


Lorp RANFURLY moved, after 


Clause 8, to insert as a new clause :— 


PROVISION AS TO RULES MADE BY THE 
LORD LIEUTENANT IN COUNCIL. 


“ The power to make rules conferred upon the 





Local Government Board, and references to the | Lord Lieutenant in Council by Section twelve of 
said Act of 1890 or to Part I. thereof shall be the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1885, shall be 


| 
| 


deemed references to the principal Acts. 


Tue Eart or RANFURLY moved, | 
in Sub-section (1), to leave out the word | 
“section ” and to insert instead thereof | 
the word “ Act.” 
| 
Amendment agreed to, | 


| 
Clause 8,— | 
| 


CONDITIONS FOR SALE OF COTTAGES NOT | 
REQUIRED FOR LABOURERS. 


A rural sanitary authority may, with the | 
sanction of the Local Government Board, sell | 
any cottage or cottages with the land attached, | 
which have ceased to be required for the accom- 
modation of labourers within the district, subject | 
to the following conditions :— | 


(1.) The purchaser shall be liable for the 
repayment of all charges or proportion 
of charges attached to such cottage or 
cottages and the land attached as may | 
be specified in Sections twelve and | 
eighteen of the Labourers (Ireland) 
Act, 1883, and subject also to the con- 
ditions of letting as specified in Section 
thirteen of the said Act of 1883. 


(2.) Such cottage or cottages and land shall | 
be offered for sale at a reserve price, | 
being not less than the charges or pro- 
portion of charges already incurred 
and paid by the rural sanitary authority, 


(3.) Such cottage or cottages and land shall 
be offered for sale at the said reserve 
price first to the owner or representa- 
tive of the owner from whom the land 
for said cottage or cottages was origin- 
ally purchased or taken on lease, 


If such owner or representative shall 
decline to purchase, or shall have 
neglected to do so within a reasonable 
time to be specified in the notice to him 
that such cottage or cottages and land 
are for sale, then they shall be offered 
for sale at the said reserve price to the 
actual occupier of the holding from 
which the land was taken. 


If such occupier shall decline to pur- 
chase, or shall have negleted to do so 
within a reasonable period of time to 





(5. 


~~ 





| construed as including a power to rescind, revoke, 
amend or vary such rules. 


Clause agreed to. 


Standing Order No. XXXIX. con- 
sidered (according to Order), and dis- 
pensed with; Bill read 3*, and passed, 
and returned to the Commons. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS BILL. 


On the Order for Committee on this 
Bill, 

ToeCHAIRMAN orCOMMITTEES 
(The Eart of Mortry) said that, as 
he would not have an opportunity of 
speaking in Committee, he wished to say 
afew words in regard to the Amend- 
ments on the Paper. The Amendments 
of the Earl of Camperdown covered, to 
a large extent, the suggestion he (the 
Earl of Morley) ventured to make on 
the Second Reading of the Bill; and 
although they did not, by simply requiring 
the Order to be laid on the Table of the 
House, give such full protection as the 
passing of Provisional Orders would do, 
he was on the whole fairly satisfied with 
the provision. He had great sympathy 
with the Amendment of Lord Welby. 
He did not think it was fair that muni- 
cipalities or county councils should have 
no chance of placing their case—if they 
opposed the Orders of the Board of Trade 
—before Parliament. He trusted the 
House would adopt some, if not all, the 
Amendments on the Paper. 


Bill considered in Committee. 
[The Eart of Mortey in the Chair. } 


Clauses 1 to 6 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 
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Clause 7,— 


CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION BY 
LIGHT RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS. 


(1.) Where an application for authorising a 
light railway under this Act is made to the Light 
Railway Commissioners, those Commissioners 
shall, in the first instance, satisfy themselves 
that all reasonable steps have been taken for 
consulting the local authorities, including road 
authorities, through whose areas the railway is 
intended to pass, and the owners and occupiers 
of the land it is proposed to take, and for giving 
public notice of the application, and shall also 
themselves, by local inquiry and such other | 
means as they think necessary, possess them- 
selves of all such information as they may 
consider matevial or useful for determining the 
expediency of granting the application. 





(2.) The Commissioners shall, before deciding | 
on an application, give full opportunity for any | 
objections to the application to be laid before | 
them, and shall consider all such objections, | 
whether made formally or informally. | 


(3.) If after consideration the Commissioners 
think that the application should be granted, 
they shall settle any draft order submitted to 
them by the applicants for authorising the 
railway, and see that all such matters (including 
provisions for the safety of the public and par- 
ticulars of the land proposed to be taken) are 
inserted therein, as they think necessary for the 
proper construction and working of the 
railway. 


(4.) The order of the Light Railway Com- 
missioners shall be provisional only, and shall 
have no effect until confirmed by the Board of 
Trade in manner provided by this Act. 


(5.) Where an application for a light railway 
has been refused by the Light Railway Com- 
missioners, the applicants, if the council of any 
county, borough or district may appeal against 
such refusal to the Board of Trade, who may, 
at any time, if they think fit, remit the applica- 
tion or any portion thereof to the said Commis- 
sioners for further consideration with or without 
special instructions. 


THe Earn or CAMPERDOWN 
moved, after Sub-section (1), to insert the 
following sub-section :— 


ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES. 


(2.) The party or parties making such appli- 
cation shall have 


published once at least in each of two con- 
secutive weeks in some newspaper 
circulated in the district or some part 
of the district, an advertisement 


describing shortly the land proposed 
to be taken and the purpose for which 
the land is proposed to be taken, 
naming a place where a plan of the 
proposed works and of the lands which 
may be taken, and a book of reference 
to such plan, may be seen at all 
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reasonable hours, and stating the 
quantity of land they require; and 
shall further have 

served a notice in manner hereinafter men- 
tioned on every owner or reputed 
owner, lessee or reputed lessee and 
occupier of such land, defining in each 
case the particular land intended to 
be taken, and requiring an answer, 
stating whether the person so served 
assents, dissents, or is neuter in respect 
of taking such land; such notice to be 
served 


by delivery of the same personally to the 
person on whom it is required to be 
served, or, if such person is absent 
abroad, to his agent ; or 


by leaving the same at the usual or last- 
known place of abode of such person 
as aforesaid ; or 


by forwarding the same by post in a 
registered letter addressed to the usual 
or last-known place of abode of such 
person ; 


Every such plan shall be drawn on a scale of 
not less than four inches to a mile, and the book 
of reference shall contain the names of the 
owners and lessees, or reputed owner and lessees, 
and of the occupiers of the lands which may be 
taken. 


He did not wish to add unnecessarily to 
the expenses of the procedure connected 
with the Bill, but he thought it only 
reasonable that when land was proposed 
to be taken some notice should be given 
to the owners and occupiers of the 
land. 

*Tue SECRETARY To toe BOARD 
or TRADE (The Eart of DupLey) said 
he could not accept the Amendment. His 
objection to it was that it tended to 
stereotype procedure, which ought to be 
laid down rather by rule than be specified 
in an Act of Parliament, and which 
ought to be variable according to the 
particular circumstances of each case. 
He thought it would be most unwise to 
apply rigidly to the small undertakings 
contemplated by the Bill the machinery 
applicable to large railway schemes. 
His noble Friend in drafting his Amend- 
ment appeared to go on the assumption 
that premoters of light railways under 
the Bill would require large tracts of 
land. The Government, on the con- 
trary, believed that light railways would 
not be constructed to any great extent 
under the Bill unless a liberal use of 
the roads was granted by the local 
authorities, for otherwise the cost of 
promotion and construction would be 
totally out of proportion to the revenue 
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likely to be derived from the under- 


takings. They might safely assume, 
for the same reason, that wherever 
land was wanted every effort would 
be made to obtain it by agreement rather 
than by compulsory powers. He quite 
agreed that, in cases where land was 
taken compulsorily, every opportunity 
should be given to persons affected of 
objecting and laying their case before 
the Railway Commissioners and _ the 
Board of Trade. Clause 15 gave the 
Board of Trade powers in those cases of 
securing the publicity his noble Friend 
required, and, besides, he intended to 
move an Amendment to that clause 
providing that plans and sections of the 
proposed railway should be deposited 
for inspection. Moreover, further pro- 
tection in that direction was provided 
under the Lands Clauses Act, which 
would be incorporated in the Bill. The 
primary object of the Bill was to cheapen 
the cost of the promotion of such under- 
takings, and that was far more easily 
obtained by the elasticity which pro- 
cedure under rules allowed. 

Tue Eart or ROSEBERY said the 
noble Earl opposite seemed to think 
that the publication of advertisements 
in a country notice, and the serving 
of notice on persons likely to be 
affected by the railways, would be the 
source of serious delay and expense. 
He did not know that it was a matter 
of great importance one way or the 
other, but he was surprised that a Gov- 
ernment so eminently Conservative 
should resist the moderate proposal of 
his noble Friend. After all, it was not 
a great tax, either in the way of money 
or time, to ask the promoters of a light 
railway which might go through a dis- 
trict to take the simple steps proposed in 
the Amendment. He did not know if 
the Prime Minister had considered it, 
and associated himself with the objec- 
tions of the noble Lord. If he read the 
Amendment he would see that the 
objections were of a trivial character, 
and that the Amendment was one to 
which no Government that had not some 
subterranean object in view could 
possibly object. 

Tue PRIME MINISTER (The Mar- 
guess of Satispury) said he entirely 
disclaimed any subterranean object in 
reference to light railways. But since 


he had been in the House he had read 
Secretary to the Board of Trade. 
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the Amendment, and he had listened to 
the clause which his noble Friend read 


from the Lands Clauses Act, and _ it: 


seemed to him that the same result was 
achieved by the two sets of enactments. 
Therefore, if there was already on the 
Statute-book an enactment that secured 
sufficient publicity for all persons 
interested in the land, it was not worth 
while to have a totally different set of 
enactments, which would undoubtedly 
tend to complicate matters. He entirely 
agreed with the noble Ear] that it was 
not a matter of great consequence. 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN con- 
tended that the reference to the Lands 
Clauses Act applied to quite a different 
stage of the proceedings from that with 
which they were dealing, and to a 
different set of persons. The section of 
the Lands Clauses Act applied to the 
actual purchase of estates ‘‘taken in 
connection therewith.’’ But this notice 
had nothing to do with the Board of 
Trade, and did not refer to proceedings 
before the Board of Trade. It referred 
to the initial proceedings stated in 
Clause 7 which were before the Light 
Railway Commissioners, and the Amend- 
ment said that before the Commissioners 
proceeded notice ought to have been 
given to the person whose land it was 
proposed to take—surely a simple and 
reasonable thing. The Board of Trade 
apparently laid down the doctrine that 
notice ought to be given, not specifically 
or in pursuance of Parliamentary enact- 
ment, but by regulation. Therefore the 
regulation was to be made by the Board 
of Trade, and they were to indicate what 
the notice was to be, so that any person 
whose property was to be taken had to 
depend on the Board of Trade and its 
regulations as to what notice it received, 
and how satisfactory or not that notice 
might be. The noble Lord said he was 
under the impression it was proposed to 
take large tracts of land. He was under 
no such idea. But whether the tract was 
large or small did not make much 
difference. To the man whose property 
it was proposed to take, it was exactly 
the same whether his property was large 
or small. He then referred him to 
Clause 15 to satisfy him. But Clause 15 
had nothing to do with the proceedings 
before the Light Railway Commissioners 
at all. It referred to certain applica- 
tions to be made to the Board of Trade 
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in reference to the local inquiry to be| 
held by them. He had heard no reason 
whatever for departing from the ordinary | 
rule which, as the Chairman of Com- | 
mittees pointed out, ought to be com- 
plied with, that notice should be given 
to the person whose property it was 
proposed to take. He could not willingly 
assent to the doctrine of the Board of 
Trade that they were to have control of | 
the notices, so he would ask their Lord- 

ships to go to a Division. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
Hatssury) said that if it was proposed 
to take a person’s property one must, 
under the Lands Clauses Act, give 
notice of one’s intention to take it, and 
of everything they wanted to take. 
The matter the House was now dealing 
with was that of preliminary notice, 
which might come to nothing unless the 
application was granted. As the Bill 
originally stood he should have agreed 
with the noble Lord, but if he would 
luok at the Amendment he would find 
the Board of Trade had no power (the 
House was dealing with the compulsory 
taking of land) to vary any of the pro- 
visions of the Lands Clauses Act. 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
aman might wish to appear before the 
Light Railway Commissioners to argue 
against light railways altogether. When 
they purchased his land and entered on 
occupation, it was rather late to give 
him notice that they would take his 
land. 

Tue PRIME MINISTER said it was 
obvious that taking a man’s land with- 
out his consent was a serious operation. 
But introducing a light railway into a 
district was hardly an operation that 
could do harm as long as they preserved 
the rights of property. He did not see 
why it should be necessary to give this 
elaborate notice and have all these com- 
plications of arrangement to prevent the 
possibility of a local authority setting up 
a light railway where it was not required. 
The difficulty of setting up light railways 
would be great enough without unneces- 
sary formalities. 

THe Eart or ROSEBERY said that 
he was afraid he remained unconverted 
in spite of what had been said. Asa_ 
matter of fact, it was surely no question of | 
indifference to a district what course the | 
light railway was to take. It was not | 
an expensive or tedious formality to put | 
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an advertisement two weeks running in 
the county paper to say such a railway 
was proposed, what course it would take, 


|and where plans could be examined. 


*Tue Eart or DUDLEY said a part 


of this proposal dealt with the question 


of maps, and it laid down that the same 


sized maps used for large railway 
schemes should be in force in these small 
undertakings. Surely that procedure 
was out of all proportion to the under- 
takings the Board of Trade contemplated 
in this Bill. He understood that his 
noble Friend agreed, with regard to the 
later stage, that the provisions of the 
Lands Clauses Act were sufficient to 
insure that due publicity should be 
given. But with regard to the first 
stage, he should like to know how the 
Commissioners could carry out their 
duties under Clause 7 unless they gave 
due notice to all who might be affected 
by or mentioned in the clause. How- 
ever, it was not a point which was vital 
to the Bill, and if the House was of 
opinion that the safeguards for publicity 
contained in the Bill were not sufficient, 
he did not wish to press the House toa 
Division. But he was still of opinion 
that the Amendment was unnecessary. 


Amendment agreed to. 


On the question ‘‘ That Clause 7, as © 
amended, stand part of the Bill,’’ 


*Lorp WELBY moved, to insert at the 
end of the clause— 


“if the Board of Trade overrule any objection 
made by the council of a county or county 
borough, they shall give notice thereof to the 
council, and if the council within one month of 
the receipt of that notice send to the Board of 
Trade a request, adopted by at least an absolute 
majority of the whole number of members of 
the council, that the Order shall be submitted to 
Parliament, the Order so far as it affects that 
county or borough shall have no effect unless it 
is confirmed by Parliament.” 


The noble Lord said that the House 
would observe that in the Bill there was 
no definition of ‘‘ light railway,’’ and he 
understood that the provisions of the 
Bill applied and were intended to apply, 
to tramways in towns. He believed 
that up to the present time the local 
authorities of towns had had _ the 
management of their own tramway 
system, subject to the supreme control 
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But the Bill proposed that Parliament | of Trade as they would be before Parlia- 
should abdicate this power of control | ment if the promoters of a light railway 
and supervision and transfer it to three | were proceeding by the present method 
permanent officials under the Board of | of obtaining a special Act. He believed 
Trade. This was a new departure in| there was no real cause for complaint, 
local government. He had great respect |and the objections which might be 
for public Departments and the work | urged by local authorities to a scheme of 
they did, and they were entitled to the | this kind would naturally carry weight 
respect they obtained from Parliament, | before the Railway Commissioners and 
but he doubted whether so much power | the Board of Trade. Moreover, he did 
should be concentrated as was proposedin not believe this Amendment was 
three officials at Whitehall. This was|required by the €ounty Councils as a 
not a party question. As long as he| whole. The Government had been in 
remembered, both sides of politics had | constant communication with many of 
maintained stoutly the principle of local | the County Councils upon this subject, 
self-government. But if there was one| and in no case had they received any 
subject which ought to fall within the|expression of a desire for an Amend- 
province of local self-government it was | ment of this character, all the communi- 
the management of tramways in towns, |cations from these bodies being 
and he did not think authority in such | unanimous in their approval of the Bill 
a matter of local interest should be at|as it at present stood. The Amend- 
the discretion of a Government Depart- | ment, he believed, had been put forward 
ment. The principle of the Bill had | primarily in the interests of the London 
been approved by Parliament, and they |County Council, that body, no doubt, 
all desired to see it carried into effect, | thinking that, if this Bill passed, tram- 
and a fair trial given to it. But he | way schemes would be promoted under 
would submit that, if a Government its provisions which might hamper them 
Department overrode the deliberate |in their position in regard to the tram- 
opinion of a local authority, some right | ways which now existed. He did not 
of appeal should be given to that local | believe that danger was one which could 
authority. His attention was drawn to} really be seriously considered. Local 
the clause as a member of the London | authorities had full power of objection 
County Council, but he made no distine- | before the Commissioners and the Board 
tion between London and other towns in | of Trade, and he believed the moment it 
this respect. His objection was to such | was shown that a scheme under the pro- 
interference with local self-government | visions of this Bill was intended to act 
in all large towns, and the objection|as a rival to the tramway schemes 
between London and other towns was | already existing in London, the Board 
only one of degree. It was right that) of Trade would insist that it should be 
there should be control over local autho- | presented to Parliament in the ordinary 
rities, and all parties accepted the con-|course of things. It must also be 
clusion of Parliament as final, but it|remembered that the London County 
appeared to him that the conclusion of | Council was the road authority over the 
Government officials was quite a differ- | main roads of London, and, therefore, it 
ent matter, against which there should| would be impossible to promote a tram- 
be a certain right of appeal to Parlia-|way undertaking upon the main roads 
ment. | without obtaining the sanction of the 
*Toe Eart or DUDLEY could not | London County Council, or at least 
accept this Amendment, which aimed at _without the Council having a full oppor- 
setting up a veto on behalf of county or | tunity of objecting before the Board of 
urban Councils, and, by a bare majority, | Trade. 

to force schemes promoted under this; THe Eart or ROSEBERY attached 
Bill tc oe submitted to the expensive|the greatest importance to this Amend- 
and—for this purpose—inexpedient pro-|ment. How the Bill had come up to 
cedure of a Parliamentary Inquiry.|the House of Lords, after passing 
The policy of the Bill had been to put | through the House of Commons, without 
local authorities upon the same footing | any such provision being made in that 


and superintendence of Parliament. | before the Commissioners and the Board 
| 





with regard to their power of objection| popular Chamber for preserving the 
Lord Welby. 
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rights and wishes of localities, was to, 
him a mystery. What was the very 
moderate Amendment of his noble) 
Friend? It was that, when a represen- 
tative council of a borough or county | 
objected to a scheme that was laid before | 
the Railway Commissioners, they should | 
have the right, not of veto, but of an) 
appeal to Parliament. The noble Ear! | 
said it was to be only by a bare| 
majority. How else did they decide any | 
question in] either House of Parliament, | 
except by a bare majority? But, if the) 
noble Earl was discontented by a bare | 
majority, he had only got to insert in the | 
clause a ‘‘ proportionate ’’ majority, and | 
he was sure his noble Friend, rather than | 
lose the benefits of the clause, would accept | 
such an alteration. They had heard the | 
old story of the great and illimitable | 
confidence placed in permanent Com- 
missioners, whether of the Board of 
Trade or other Defartment. He was 
not quite sure whether that confidence 
was absolutely illimitable. They had 
had Commissioners for many years past 
for whom they had the greatest esteem 
and respect, but still tney had not that | 
implicit confidence in them which would | 
allow them to override the wishes of | 
localities without possibility of appeal to | 
Parliament. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] Under | 
the Bill as it stood three permanent | 
officials, sitting in a room in Downing 
Street or Whitehall, might entirely 
override the wishes of the County 
Council of this great Metropolis —a 
body, he was aware, which was not 
altogether popular among their Lord- 
ships, but which it could not be denied | 
represented the views of the people of 
London—on such a matter, say, as the 
tramways of London. | ‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
If the Government objected to a bare 
majority, but would agree to any fair 
proportion of votes of a County Council 
giving the right of appeal to Parliament, 
he would urge his noble Friend to accept 
the clause so modified. Without some 
such provision as this he regarded the 
clause as likely to overrule the openly- 
expressed wishes of localities, and there- 
fore as likely to overturn the whole 
tendency of legislation for the last few 
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years, and largely to neutralise that Local 
Government Bill in which the President 


of the Board of Trade took so legitimate | 


a pride. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 
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Tue PRIME MINISTER observed 


| that it was undoubtedly a formidable 


circumstance that the London County 
Council should have thrown its shadow 
across the progress of this Bill. But he 
begged the House not to be dazzled 
with the lustre of the London County 
Council, and not to imagine that popular 
appeals to its infallibility, and to the 
remarkable manner in which it always 
represented the wishes of the people of 
this Metropolis, should turn the House 
away from the important considerations 
which were raised by this Amendment. 
The whole country was not governed by 
the London County Council, and the 
parts of the country where light railways 
would be required were exactly the parts 
with which the London County Council 
had very little to do. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 
The object of the Bill was to make light 
railways possible. They had hitherto 
been impossible on account of the 
expense of setting them up. It was 
desired to diminish that expense, and to 
do that they must diminish to some 
extent the precautions by which they 
had hitherto arranged undertakings of 
this kind. There were only two interests 
really which were possibly jeopardised 
by a light railway. One was the 
interest of private property, and the 
other the interest the public had in their 
roads. The question was whether they 
were bound to surround that last interest 
with precautions which might be very 
embarrassing and very costly. It was 
not a question of what was to be done 
with a light railway which was wholly 
within the province of one local autho- 
rity. Of course light railways did not 
confine themselves to the province of one 


locality. They did not begin or end 
there. They might go possibly through 


a mile or two or a few yards of one local 
authority, and that local authority might 
desire to divert the course of the light 
railway and to force it into some other 
course which would be more suitable to 
their own view and their own interests ; 
and if they gave them this power of 
absolute veto, even if their interest only 
applied to a few miles, they would 
enable them to exercise a dominant 
control over the circumstances and con- 
ditions under which the light railway 
was to be made, and which might very 
often be exercised much more in the 
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limited interest of the particular area 
over which that local authority ruled 
than of the general interest of the 
public. Where the interests simply 
concerned the locality over which the 
local authority ruled, he quite agreed in 
the principle that they should give them 
the utmost power, but where interests | 
were affected that touched many areas 
or more areas than one, and where 
there was or might be a difference of 
opinion among local authorities, they 
must seek for an arbiter outside. He 
thought it was a strong Measure to say 
that that arbiter must always be Parlia- 
ment. He did not see that there was 
any danger in committing that arbitra- 
tion —an arbitration which probably 
would not arise very often, and in which 
there would be very little temptation to 
go wrong—to some body which repre- 
sented the central and Imperial power | 
rather than the local authorities. It was 
the natural function of the Imperial | 
power to be the arbiter between local 
authorities when they could not agree. | 
Therefore he should be sorry to give the 
absolute veto which this clause pro- | 
posed. He thought it might tend to) 
hinder this exper iment of light railways. | 
It was no doubt an experiment. Tt was | 
an experiment which might not succeed, | 
but which they had every ground to | 
think would be very beneficial if it did | 
succeed. But they must give it a chance | 
to succeed, and they must cut down all | 
the precautions which were embarrassing | 
wherever they could do it without serious | 
danger either to private rights or to| 
public interests. He therefore thought 
his noble Friend was right in objecting 
to this Amendment. It might produce | 
a serious embarrassment. It could not | 
affect, to any formidable extent, the | 
interests of that most aggressive body, | 

the London County Council. The | 
London County Council would very | 
seldorh have any light railway to play | 
with, and he did not see why the 
interests of the distant parts of the’ 
country, where this Bill was really 
required, should be sacrificed in order to | 
meet the requirements of its jealousy. 

THE Eart or ROSEBERY hoped the | 
House would not be misled by the | 
phraseology of the noble Marquess. He | 
spoke of the proposal as giving an |’ 
absolute veto to the local bodies. The 
clause only sought to give to local bodies | | 
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the right enjoyed by everybody in this 
kingdom of an appeal to Parliament. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] That did not seem 
to him to be a very great demand to 
make when they knew what the proceed- 
ings of the Commissioners themselves 
were. He hoped the House in this 
matter would not merely. consider the 
case of the London County Council—a 
phrase which, he knew, often prejudiced 
good causes in that House—but would 
remember that the authority of every 
great local body in this country was 
jeopardised and at stake, and that, if 
they, by rejecting that clause, denied to 
these local authorities the small appeal 
which that clause would give them, they 
were casting a slur upon them which he 
did not think they deserved and which 
he thought they would be quick to 
resent. 


The House divided on question “ That 
the proposed sub-section be here inserted.” 
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| Emly, L. 

| Fingall, L. (2. Fingall.) 
| Harlech, L. 

| Harris, L. 

| Iveagh, L. 

Selborne, E. | James, L. 

Vane, KE. (3. London-| Kilmaine, L. 


Lanesborough, E. 
Mayo, E. 
Onslow, E. 
Portarlington, E. 


devvy.) | Kintore, L. ( £.intore.) 
Waldegrave, E. [Tri-| Lawrence, L. 


LER. | | Lingen, L. 
Winchilsea and Not-) Massy, L. 

tingham, E. Mendip, L. (I. Clifden.) 

| Minster, L. (IL. Conyng- 
Sidmouth. V. | ham.) * 
Templetown, V. | Monck, L. (1. JJoncl:.) 
| Monteagle of Brandon, 
Addington, L. +) Ree 
Ampthill, L. | Ponsonby, L. (&. Bess- 
Annaly, L. | borough.) 
Ardilaun, L. Ranfurly, L. (2. Ran- 
Ashbourne, L. | furly.) 
Bagot, L. | Rathdonnell, L. 
Balfour, L. | Rathmore, L. 
Bateman, L. | Rayleigh, L. 
Belper, L. | Rossmore, L. 
Carysfort, L. (2. Carys- | Rothschild, L. 

Sort.) | Sherborne, L. 
Churchill, L. [Te.ier.]| Shute, L. (J Barring- 
Clarina, L. | ton.) 

Clifton. L. (E. Darnley.) | Silchester, L. (EZ. Long- 
Clonbrock, L. | ford.) 

Cloncurry, L. | Sudley, L. (Z. Arran.) 
Colchester, L. | Teynham, L. 

Colville of Culross, L. | Ventry, L. 
Connemara, L. Wenlock, L. 

Crofton, L. Wimborne, L. 

De Freyne, L. Windsor, L. 

Dunalley, L. 


Proposed sub-section negatived; 
Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clauses 8 and 9 ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 


Clause 10,- 


CONFIRMATION OF ORDER BY BOARD OF 
TRADE, 

The Board of Trade may confirm the Order 
with or without modifications as the case may 
require, and an order so confirmed shall have 
effect as if enacted by Parliament, and shall be 
conclusive evidence that all the requirements 
of this Act in respect of proceedings required 
to be taken before the making of the Order 
have been complied with. 


THe Eart or CAMPERDOWN 
moved to add words providing that all 
Orders of the Board of Trade should lie 
on the Table of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment for 30 days. The effect of the 
clause as it now stood was to make 
the Board of Trade perfectly inde. 
pendent of Parliament and _ without 
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any check whatsoever with regard to 
these Orders. He did not think such a 
thing had ever been done. In the pre- 
sent Session of Parliament there was 
something of the same kind proposed in 
another Bill, but that was stopped by 
their Lordships. The noble Lord who 
sat at the Table had pointed out to their 
Lordships the danger of the clause as it 
stood, and he also told them that this 
Amendment, although to a certain extent 
a protection, was not, in his opinion, en- 
tirely an adequate protection. He quite 
agreed with the noble Lord that properly 
speaking there ought to be some provision 
for something in the nature of a Provi- 
sional Order, but in putting down this 
Amendment he had in his mind what he 
believed to be the desire of Parliament 
to make these proceedings as cheap as 
possible, and therefore be simply proposed 
that all these Orders should lie on the 
Table of the Houses of Parliament for 30 
days. That preserved to Parliament 
that general control which with regard 
to such a matter as light railways he 
hoped their Lordships would consider 
was absolutely essential. Why should 
Parliament give to the Board of Trade 
the absolute independence which this 
clause did? and if they gave the 
power to one public department, 
why not give it to any other public 
office ? He hoped their Lordships would 
not forget that the President of the 
3oard of Trade was an official that 
changed with the Government, and if 
the clause in question passed as it stood, 
whoever might be the President of the 
Board of Trade would, for the time being, 
have in his power the full control over 
the construction of light railways. The 
new clause he proposed delayed the 
matter for the shortest possible time, and 
if, during that time, there was no objec- 
tion, the Order would go on without any 
expense to the parties. 

*Tue Eart or DUDLEY said the 
Amendment was almost identical with 
one proposed in the House of Commons, 
and defeated, after a full Debate, by a 
large majority. It struck at the root of 
the whole policy that the Government 
had adopted in this Bill, and therefore 
he most emphatically asked their Lord- 
ships to reject the Amendment. The 
Government believed that if it was in- 
serted the Bill would become virtually 
waste paper, and that the utility of the 
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procedure they were trying to set up 
would be absolutely nullified. What 
did the suggestion of his noble Friend 
mean? He suggested that after all the 
expense and trouble of promoting an 
Order under the Bill had been incurred 
—after the most careful consideration 
had been given to a scheme, not only by 
an independent and impartial body of 
Commissioners, but also by the Board of 
Trade—after local inquiries had been 
made and evidence taken in opposition to 
and in favour of the scheme, a further 
tribunal should be brought into play and 
the whole matter subjected to the uncer- 
tainty of Parliamentary approval. He 
said again that if the proposed clause 
was inserted in the Bill, it would ‘be 
fatal to its provisions. Was it likely 
that they would get a business man to 
subscribe money for promoting a scheme 
under the Bill, which at best would only 
hold out the hope of a slender profit, if 
it was to be subjected to such a course 
as that suggested by the noble Lord. 
The uncertainties under his Amendment 
would be even greater than they were at 
the present time under the ordinary 
method of procedure by a special Act. 
At least the promoters could now state 
their case. They could obtain counsel, 
call witnesses, speak as to the local want 
of an undertaking of the kind, but if 
the noble Lord’s Amendment was in- 
serted in the Bill, the scheme would be 
laid upon the Table of either House, 
would be absolutely undefended, and 
probably not altogether comprehended, 
and be made subject to a snap Division 
in the other House after 12 o’clock at 
night. It was not, of course, for him 
to criticise Parliament or its methods ; 
but their Lordships knew well the ordi- 
nary condition of the House of Commons 
after 12 o’ clock at night ; what a small 
proportion of Members was then usually 
present, and how easy it was at that 
time to delay, and possibly to block, the 
final accomplishment of any proposal. 
Moreover, they could not answer that 
under this Amendment criticisms and 
objections would be considered on the 
merits of any yarticular proposal. Let 
them take the case, for instance, cf an 
existing railway company. It would be 


perfectly possible for any Member in 
such a case to object to the Order, not 
because he particularly objected to it, 


Earl of Dudley. 
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but because he held extreme views as to 
the policy of our railway system gene- 


rally ; and according to the Amendment. 


every Order under this Bill was to bé 
subject to conditions of that kind. He 
thought it would be most unfair to the 
promoters of an undertaking, after 
having incurred all the expenses neces- 
sary to the promotion, that their scheme 
should be subjected to uncertainties of 
that -kind. He did not put forward 
those objections to the Amendment 
merely as matters of opinion. He could 
assure the House that there was at the 
present time a railway company ready 
and prepared to promote a number of 
schemes for the establishment of light 
or branch lines under the Bill the 
moment it became law, and he could 
state as a fact that when the Amend- 
ment analogous to the one now before 
their Lordships was proposed in the 
other House, the general manager of 
that company told one of the officers of 
the Railway Department of the Board 
of Trade, that if it was inserted in the 
Bill, every one of those schemes would 
be dropped by the company. His noble 
Friend said that what he proposed was 
to be without prejudice to the making of 
any other Order. What did he mean 
by that ? 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
it meant that if the other House objected 
to the passing of the Order, then that 
Order would not, of course, come into 
force, and a new Order might be 
promoted. 

*Tue Eart or DUDLEY: But by 
whom wouid it be promoted? If the 
Order was to be altered by either House 
of Parliament as a whole, it then meant 
that Parliament, without evidence, with- 
out local knowledge, and without full 
information as to the facts, was going to 
set aside an Order made on evidence 
given before the Commissioners and the 
Board of Trade, or change it according 
to its own views. But if the Order was 
to be sent back to be re-promoted, then 
it meant that the whole of the previous 
expense was to be wasted, and the cost 
of promoting those lines under the Bill 
be immensely increased. As he said at 
the commencement of his remarks, the 
Amendment went to the root of the 
whole matter ; it would strike a serious 
blow at the procedure the Government 
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were endeavouring to set up, and it 
would, in his opinion, render the provi- 
sions of the Bill nugatory. He hoped, 
therefore, that their Lordships would 
reject the Amendment. 

Toe Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
he desired to say only one word in reply. 
The noble Lord seemed to think that the 
proposal he submitted would throw some 
cost on the parties. But how could it 
do so? The Order would lie on the 
Table of both Houses for 30 days, and 
if during that time neither House dis- 
agreed, the Order would come to an 
end. It was quite a mistake to suppose 
that this would entail any cost. Then 
the noble Lord seemed to be rather dis- 
turbed by some words in the clause, but 
he could assure the noble Lord that the 
clause was a common one. It would be 
found in many Acts of Parliament, in 
the Scottish Fisheries Act of last year 
among others. He was seriously con- 
cerned to hear that the noble Lord had 
such a bad opinion of the House of Com- 
mons, and particularly after 12 o'clock 
at night—{/aughter |—and because of the 
possibly unfortunate condition of the 
House after that hour, he invited their 
Lordships to put the President of the 

3oard of Trade, in whom he naturally 
had greater confidence as a despot, in the 
place of the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords as well. He must say 
that he attached great importance to 
Parliament retaining a control over those 
Orders. The President of the Board of 
Trade might make, and probably would 
make very good Orders, but he might 
also make bad Orders, and in such cir- 
cumstances it was very expedient that 
Parliament should keep the control of 
matters of this kind in its own hands. 
Parliament might be trusted not to inter- 
fere without good reason. He hoped 
their Lordships would accept his Amend- 
ment. 

*Tue Eart or DUDLEY said the 
noble Lord had misunderstood him. He 
never said that the mere laying of the 
Order on the Table of the House would 
entail expense, but what he did say was 
that if the Order, under the noble Lord’s 
Amendment, should be sent back either 
to the Board of Trade or the Com- 
missioners to reconstruct or recast, very 
great extra expense would be entailed. 
|‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] That was obvious. 


Then the noble Lord said that his pro- 
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posal had been followed in other Acts of 


Parliament, and that it was not an un- 
common procedure. No more so was the 
suggestion made by the Government. 
Their suggestion also had a precedent ; 
for instance, in the case of the Allot- 
ments Act. Land was taken compul- 
sorily, without appeal to Parliament for 
a definite public purpose, and the Gov- 
ernment were only following that prece- 
dent in the present Bill. They believed 
that the establishment of light railways 
in certain districts was for the general 
good, and therefore it was not straining 
the Constitution to come to Parliament, 
and ask to allow those railways to be 
constructed and land to be taken for the 
purpose. 


Clause 10 


Amendment negatived ; 
ordered to stand part of Bill. 


Clause 11,— 


PROVISIONS WHICH MAY BE MADE BY 
THE ORDER. 


An Order under this Act may contain provi- 
sions consistent with this Act for all or any of 
the following purposes— 


(a2) the incorporation, subject to such 
exceptions and variations as may be 
mentioned in the Order, of all or any of 
the provisions of the Clauses Acts as 
defined by this Act. Provided that 
where it appears to the Board of Trade 
that variations of the Clauses Acts are 
required by the special circumstances 
of the case, the Board of Trade shall 
make a special report to Parliament on 
the subject ; and 

(4) the application, if and so far as may be 
considered necessary, of any of the 
enactments mentioned in the Second 
Schedule to this Act (being enactments 
imposing obligations on railway com- 
panies with respect to the safety of the 
public and other matters) ; and 

(¢) giving the necessary powers for con- 
structing and working the railway, 
including power to make agreements 
with railway and other companies for 
the purpose ; and 

(2) giving any railway company any power 
required for carrying the order into 
effect ; and 

(c) the constitution as a body corporate ofa 
company for the purpose of carrying 
out the objects of the order; and 


Cf, 


— 


the representation on the managing 
body of the railway of any council who 
advance, or agree to advance, any 
money for the purpose of the railway ; 
and 
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(g) authorising a council to advance or 
borrow money for the purposes of the 
railway and limiting the amount to be 
soadvanced or borrowed, and regulating 
the terms on which any money is to be 
so advanced or borrowed ; and 


(A) the manner in which the profits are to 
be divided, where an advance is made 
by a council to a light railway com- 
pany as part of the share capital of the 
company ; and 

(‘) the proper audit of the accounts of the 
managing body of the railway where 
the managing body is not a local 
authority and the time within which 
the railway must be constructed ; and 

(J) fixing the maximum rates and charges 
for traffic ; and 


(x) in the case of a new company, requiring 
the company to make a deposit, and 
providing for the time of making and 
the application of the deposit ; and 

(7) empowering any local anthority to 
acquire the railway ; and 

(m) any other matters, whether similar to 
the above or not, which may be con- 
sidered ancillary to the objects of the 
order or expedient for carrying those 
objects into effect. 


*Tue Eart oF DUDLEY moved in 


paragraph (a) after the words “ varia- 
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 12,— 


APPLICATION OF GENERAL RAILWAY ACTS. 


(1.) The Clauses Acts, as defined by this Act, 
and the enactments mentioned in the Second 
Schedule to this Act, shall not apply to a light 
railway authorised under this Act except so far 
as they are incorporated or applied by the order 
authorising the railway. 


(2.) Subject to the foregoing provisions of 
this Act and to any special provisions contained 
in the Order authorising the railway, the general 
enactments relating to railways shall apply 
to alight railway under this Act in like manner 
as they apply to any other railway ; and for the 
purposes of those enactments the light railway 
company shall be deemed a railway company, 
and the Order under this Act a special Act, 
and any provision thereof a special enactment. 
Provided that a light railway shall not be 
deemed to be a railway within the meaning of 
the Act of the fifth and sixth years of Victoria, 
chapter seventy -nine, entitled “ An Act to repeal 
the Duties payable on Stage Carriages and on 
Passengers conveyed upon Railways, and certain 
other Stamp Duties in Great Britain, and to 
grant other Duties in lieu thereof, and also to 
amend the Laws relating to the Stamp Duties,” 
and that no duties shall hereafter be levied in 


tions of the” to insert the word “ Lands.” | respect of passengers conveyed on a light rail- 
He said that when the Bill was in the | 


other House an Amendment was moved 
to insure that where any variation was 
made by the Board of Trade in the Lands 
Clauses Act, a special report should be 
made to Parliament. Unfortunately 
the word “ Lands” was omitted, with the 
result that under the Bill as it now 
stood a report would have to be made to 
Parliament every time an alteration was 
made not only in the Lands Clauses Act, 
but also in the Railway Clauses Act, and 
the Companies Clauses Act. He there- 
fore proposed to make the omission good. 
His noble friend, the Secretary for 
Scotland, had asked him to make the 
word “Act” in his second Amendment 
“ Acts,” and to leave out “1845,” so as 
to bring in the Scotch Lands Clauses Act 
as well as the English. 


Amendment agreed to. 
*Tue Eart or DUDLEY moved in 
paragraph (a) after the word “subject” 
to insert the words 


“and that nothing in this section shall authorise 


any variation of the provisions of the Lands | 
Clauses Acts, with respect to the purchase and | 


taking of lund otherwise than by agreement.” 
Amendment agreed to. 








way constructed under this Act in respect of 
the conveyance of such passengers upon such 
railway. 


*THe Earn or DUDLEY moved in 
Sub-section (2) after the word “ enact- 
ments ” to insert the words-— 


“and of the Clauses Acts so far as they are 
incorporated or applied by the Order authorising 
the railway ” 


This was a technical Amendment which 
merely added to the machinery provided 
by the Clauses Acts for bringing into 
effect schemes authorised under these 


Orders. 
Amendment agreed to. 


*THE Eart or DUDLEY moved in 
Sub-section (2) to omit the words— 


“ Act of the fifth and sixth years of Victoria, 
chapter seventy-nine, entitled, ‘An Act to 
repeal the duties payable on stage carriages 
and on passengers conveyed upon railways, and 
certain other Stamp Duties in Great Britain, 
and to grant other Duties in lieu thereof, and 
also to amend the Laws relating to Stamp 
Duties,’ ? 


and to insert instead thereof the words— 
“ Railway Passenger Duty Act, 1842.” 
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This Amendment was merely to incorpo- 
rate the short title instead of the full. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 12, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 13,— 


MODE OF SETTLING PURCHASE-MONEY AND 
COMPENSATION FOR TAKING OF LAND. 
(1.) Where any Order under this Act incor- 

porates the Lands Clauses Acts, any matter 
which under those Acts may be determined by 
the verdict of a jury, by arbitration, or by two 
justices, shall for the purposes of the Order be 
referred to and determined by a single arbitrator 
appointed by the Board of Trade, and the pro- 
visions of this Act shall apply with respect to 
the determination of any such matter in lieu of 
those of the Lands Clauses Acts relating thereto. 
Provided that, in determining the amount of 
compensation, the arbitrator shall have regard 
to the extent to which the remaining and con- 
tiguous lands and hereditaments belonging to 
the same proprietor may be benefited by the 
proposed light railway. 


(2.) The Board of Trade may, with the con- 
currence of the Lord Chancellor, make rules 
fixing a scale of costs to be applicable on any 
such arbitration, and may, by such rules, limit 
the cases in which the costs of counsel are to be 
allowed. 


(3.) The Arbitration Act, 1889, shallapply to 
any arbitration under this section. 


THe Eart or CAMPERDOWN 
moved, in Sub-section (1), after the word 
“appointed,” to insert the words— 

“by the parties, or, if the parties do not con- 


cur in the appointment of a single arbitrator, 
then.” 


The object of the Amendment was that 
if the parties did not agree upon the 
appointment of a single arbitrator, one 
should be appointed by the Board of 
Trade. 

*THe Eart or DUDLEY had no 
objection to the Amendment, but it 
appeared to him rather unnecessary. As 
the law now stood an arbitrator would 
not be nominated by the Board of Trade 
until the parties to the dispute and to 
any question had failed to agree upon 
one. Naturally, if a railway promoter 
wished to take land, he would say to the 
landowner, “ I want your land for this 
purpose.” It would then be open to the 
landowner either to arrange with him 
about the price, or failing that to arrange 
about an arbitration to settle the price, 
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or failing that the matter would go to the 
Board of Trade, who would appoint the 
arbitrator. But, however, if the noble 
Lord wished the words inserted he had 
no objection. 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
it was the ordinary procedure under 
the Lands Clauses Act. As a matter of 
fact the arbitrator was, generally speak- 
ing, appointed by the parties. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 13, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 14 (payment of purchase money 
or compensation) ordered to stand part 


of the Bill. 
Clause 15,— 


PROVISIONS AS TO BOARD OF TRADE, 


(1.) If the Board of Trade hold a local Inquiry 
for the purposes of this Act, Part I. of the 
Board of Trade Arbitrations, etc., Act, 1874, 
shall apply to any Inquiry so held, as if— 

(a) the Inquiry was held on an application 
made in pursuance of a special Act; 
and 

(+) the parties making the application for 
the Order authorising the light railway, 
and in the case of an Inquiry held with 
reference to an objection made to any 
such application the persons making 
the objection in addition, were parties 
to the application within the meaning 
of section three of the Act. 


(2.) The Board of Trade may make such rules 
as they think necessary for regulating the time 
within which objections must be made, the 
manner in which any notice under this Act 
must be given, and any other matters which 
they may think expedient to regulate by rule 
for the purpose of carrying this Act into effect. 

(3.) There shall be charged in respect of pro- 
ceedings under this Act before the Board of 
Trade or the Light Railway Commissioners such 
fees as may be fixed by the Treasury on the 
recommendation of the Board of Trade. 

(4.) Any expenses of the Board of Trade under 
this Act shall, except so far as provision is made 
for their payment by or under this Act, be 
defrayed out of moneys provided by Parliament. 

(5.) The Board of Trade shall present to 
Parliament annually a report of their proceedings 
and of the proceedings of the Light Railway 
Commissioners under this Act. 


*Tue Eart or DUDLEY moved, in 
Sub-section (2), to leave out the words— 
ét WS made, 






“time within which objections n 
the manner+in which any noti 
Act must be given,” 
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and to insert instead thereof the words— 


“procedure under this Act, whether before the 
Board of Trade or before the Light Railway 
Commissioners.”’ 


This Amendment was to make it quite 
clear that the rules made by the Board 
of Trade should apply both to the 
procedure before the Light Railway 
Commissioners and before the Board of 
Trade. There was a little ambiguity 
about the words as the Bill at present 
stood. 


Amendment agreed to. 


*The Eart or DUDLEY moved, after 


the word “ effect,” to insert the words— 


“and provision shall be made by such rules for 
the deposit and inspection of plans relating to 
the railway.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 15, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clauses 16 to 18 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 19,— 


POWER OF OWNERS TO GRANT LAND OR 


{LORDS} 


ADVANCE MONEY FOR A LIGHT RAILWAY. | 


(1.) Where any person has power, either by 
statute or otherwise, to sell and convey any 
land for the purpose of any works of a light 
railway, he may, with the sanction of the Board 
of Agriculture given under this section, convey 
the land for that purpose either without pay- 
ment of any purchase-money or compensation or 
at a price less than the real value, and may so 
convey it free from all incumbrances thereon. 


(2.) Whenever any person who isa landowner 
within the meaning of the Improvement of Land 
Act, 1864, contributes any money for the pur- 
pose of any works of a light railway, the amount 
so contributed may, with the sanction of the 
Board of Agriculture given under this section, 
be charged on the land of the landowner 
improved by the works in the same manner and 
with the like effect as in the case of a charge 
under that Act. 


(3.) The Board of Agriculture shall not give 
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between that value and the price, as the case 
may be, and in the case of a contribution of 
money the amount contributed: Provided 
also, that if the land proposed to be conveyed is 
subject to incumbrances, the Board of Agricul- 
ture, before giving their sanction under this 
section, shall cause notice to be given to the 
incumbréncers, and shall consider the objections, 
if any, raised by them. 


*Tue Eart or DUDLEY moved, after 
Clause 19, to add the following new 
clause :— 


POWER TO GRANT CROWN LANDS. 


“The Commissioners of Woods shall, on 
behalf of Her Majesty, have the like powers to 
convey Crown lands as are by this Act conferred 
upon persohs having power, either by statute or 
otherwise, to sell and convey lands, except that 
in the case of Crown lands the sanction of the 
Treasury shall be substituted for the sanction of 
the Board of Agriculture.” 


This was to allow the Commissioners of 
Woods to convey Crown lands in the 
same way as was allowed to private 
owners under Clause 19 to facilitate the 


construction of light railways. 


Clause read 1* and 24, and ordered to 


stand part of the Bill. 


Clauses 20 to 24 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 25,— 


APPLICATION TO SCOTLAND. 


This Act shall apply to Scotland with the 
following modifications :— 

(1.) In Section five of this Act the expression 
“Secretary for Scotland” shall be substituted 
for the expressions “ Board of Agriculture ” and 
“Board of Trade” respectively, occurring in 
that section. 

(2.) References to the council of any county, 
borough, or district shall be construed as refer- 
ences to the county council of any county, or 
the town council, or where there is no town 
council the police commissioners of any burgh, 
or the commissioners of any police burgh, or the 
district committee of any district under the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1889; or in 


| any county where there is no district committee 


their sanction under this section unless they | 


are satisfied that the works for which the land 
is conveyed or the money is contributed will 
effect a permanent increase in the value of the 
land held by the same title or of other land 
of the same landowner exceeding, in the case of 
a conveyance of land, that which is, in the 
opinion of the Board of Agriculture, the real 


any two or more parish councils may combine. 


(3.) “ Arbiter’ shall be substituted for “arbi- 
trator,’’ and that arbiter shall be deemed to be 
a single arbiter within the meaning of the Lands 
Clauses Acts, and in lieu of the provisions of the 


| Arbitration Act, 1889, the provisions of the 


Lands Clauses Acts with i1espect to an arbitra- 


tion shall apply, except the provisions of the 


said Acts as to the expenses of the arbitration, 


value of the land conveyed or the difference | in lieu of which the following provision shall 


Earl of Dudley. 
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have effect, namely, the expenses of the arbitra- 
tion and incident thereto shall be in the dis- 
cretion of the arbiter, who may direct to and by 
whom and in what manner those expenses, or 
any part thereof, shall be paid, and muy tax or 
settle the amount of expenses to be so paid, or 
any part thereof, and may award expenses to be 
paid as between agent and client. 


(4.) ‘The Lord President of the Court of 
Session shall be substituted for the Lord 
Chancellor. 

(5.) The money necessary to defray expendi- 
ture, not being capital expenditure incurred by 
a county council in pursuance of this Act, shall 
be raised by a rate imposed along with but as a 
separate rate from the rate for maintenance of 
roads (hereinafter referred to as “the road 
rate”) leviable under the Roads and Bridges 
(Scotland) Act, 1878, upon lands and heritages 
within the county, or the district, or the parish, 
as the case may be. The money necessary to 
defray expenditure similarly incurred by a town 
council, or police commissioners, or burgh com- 
missioners, shall be raised by a rate imposed 
along with but as a separate rate from the police 
assessment or burgh general assessment, as the 
case may be. If the expenditure incurred is 
capital expenditure it shall be raised by borrow- 
ing in the manner authorised by the order, 
the rate chargeable for repayment of capital, 
including interest and expenses, being the same 
rate as is liable for maintenance as aforesaid, 
and it shall not be necessary for the county 
council to have the consent of the standing joint 
committee for such borrowing. 


(6.) The provisions relating to district coun- 


cils shall apply to district committees or com- | 
binations of parish councils, subject to the | 
following modifications :— 


(2) A district committee shall not be en- 
titled to make an application under 
section two hereof except with the 
consent of the county council given at 
a special or statutory meeting of the 
council, of which one month’s special 
notice, setting forth the purpose of the 
meeting, shall have been sent to each 
councillor. 





(b.) A resolution to give such consent shall 
not be passed by the council unless two- 
thirds of the councillors present and 
voting at the special meeting concur 
in the resolution. 


(c.) Nothing in this Act shall authorise a 
district committee to raise money by 
rate or loan, but any money necessary 
to defray expenditure, not being capital 
expenditure incurred by it in pursu- 
ance of this Act, shall be raised by the 
County Council by a rate imposed along 
with but as a separate rate from the 
road rate; and any money necessary 
to defray capital expenditure shall be 
raised by the County Council by 
borrowing in the manner authorised 
by the order, as in Section fifteen hereof 
mentioned. 


(7.) The expression “ Clause Acts” shall mean 
the Lands Clauses Acts, the Railways Clauses 
Consolidation (Scotland) Act, 1845, the Com- 
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panies Clauses Consolidation (Scotland) Act, 
1845, the Companies Clauses Act, 1863, the 
Railways Clauses Act, 1863, and the Companies 
Clauses Act, 1869. 

(8.) References to the Local Government Act, 
1888, and the Local Government Act, 1894, 
shall be construed as references to the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act, 1889, and the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act, 1894. 

(9.) In order to carry out in Scotland the pro- 
visions contained in Sub-section (1) (c) of Section 
five of this Act, it shall be the duty of the 
assessor of railways and canals, as regards any 
parish to which the said Sub-section (1) (e) 
applies, to enter on his valuation roll either the 
annual value of the light railway within such 
parish ascertained in terms of the Valuation of 
Lands (Scotland) Acts, or the annual value at 
which the land occupied by or for the purposes 
of the light railway would have been assessed if 
it had remained in the condition in which it was 
immediately before it was acquired for the pur- 
poses of the railway, whichever is less. 

(10.) Where a light railway constructed under 
the powers of this Act is owned or leased by an 
existing railway company, such light railway 
shall not be valued by the said assessor as part 
of the general undertaking of the railway com- 
pany, but shall be valued as a separate under- 
taking. 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Lorp Batrovur) said this clause was the 
one which applied the Bill to Scotland. 
The last two lines of Sub-section (5) were 
accepted in the House of Commons by 
inadvertence, and he proposed their dele- 
The effect of the lines was to take 
away the control of the Standing Joint 
Committee over the borrowing powers 
which were given to county councils, and 
that he did not think was an expedient 
thing todo. He did not think it could 
be alleged that the Standing Joint Com- 
mittees in Scotland had been obstructive 
in these matters, and he knew of no diffi- 
culty having occurred through their 
action. At the same time it was ex- 
tremely important that the Standing 
Joint Committee should know what was 
being done by the different districts in 
the county and what was the amount of 
money being borrowed, because that 
amount, if it became too large, naturally 
affected the security for the whole debt. 
He had communicated with the President 
of the Board of Trade, and he agreed 
that the two lines should be deleted. 
He moved to omit the words at the end 
of Sub-section (5)— 

“and it shall not be necessary for the county 


council to have the consent of the Standing Joint 
Committee for such borrowing. ” 


Amendment agreed to. 
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*THe Earn or DUDLEY moved, in 
Paragraph (b), Sub-section (6), after the 
word “ special, ” to insert the words “ or 
statutory. ” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp BALFOUR said that at the end 
of Paragraph (c), Sub-section (6), by 
inadvertence, the word “ fifteen,” which 
referred to the 15th Section of the Bill, 
had got in; it should obviously be 
“ sixteen,” because it was the 16th Clause 
which referred to borrowing powers, and 
not the 15th. He therefore begged to 
move to delete “fifteen ’’ and to insert 
‘¢ sixteen. ” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 25, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 26,— 


EXTENT OF ACT. 
This Act shall not extend to Ireland. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 27,— 


DEFINITIONS. 


In this Act, unless the context otherwise 

requires— 

The expression “light railway company ” 
includes any person or body of persons, 
whether incorporated or not, who are 
owners or lessees of any light railway 
authorised by this Act, or who are working 
the same under any working agreement. 

The expression “Clauses Acts” means the 
Lands Clauses Acts, the Railways Clauses 
Consolidation Act 1845, and the Railways | 
Clauses Act 1863, and the Companies! 
Clauses Acts 1845 to 1889. 

The expression “share capital ” includes any 
capital, whether consisting of shares or 
of stock, which is not raised by means of 
borrowing. 


*Tnr Eart or DUDLEY moved, in 
the first paragraph, after the words “or 
not, who are,” to insert the words 
“ authorised to construct, or are.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 27, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 
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Clause 28 (short title) and Schedules 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


Standing Wommittee negatived ; The 
Report of Amendments to be received 
To-morrow; Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. to be considered in order to 
its being dispensed with ; and Bill to be 
printed as amended.—[No. 242.] 


*Tue Eart or DUDLEY said that, as 
it was important that this Bill should go 
to the House of Commons as soon as 
possible, he should to-morrow move to 
suspend the Standing Order, so that the 
Report stage and Third Reading might 
be taken on one day. 


LOCOMOTIVES ON ‘HIGHWAYS 
BILL [m.t.]. 
On the Order for the consideration of 
the Commons’ Amendments to this Bill, 


Lorp HARRIS moved that the 
Amendments to Clauses 1, 2 and 3, 
and to new Clause D, be agreed to. 

THE Ears or WINCHILSEA asked 
how the maximum speed of 14 miles an 
hour for these vehicles had been arrived 
at. A much greater speed had been 
contemplated. 

Lorp HARRIS said that while the 
Bill was under discussion, several noble 
Lords expressed the fear that the absence 
of any speed limit would be dangerous. 
In the House of Commons the same fears 
obtained, and the limit of 14 miles an 
hour, which was considered fair, was 
inserted, 


Motion agreed to. 


Lorp GLENESK said that he had 
put down a; Motion ‘‘ That the House do 
disagree with the Commons,’’ in connec- 
tion with the Commons’ Amendment 
imposing a tax upon these light locomo- 
tives. The Bill was introduced because 
it was believed that tl:ese vehicles would 
be a great public benefit and an assist- 
ance to farmers, traders, and others in- 
terested in the conveyance of goods. 
But a desire to check this new enterprise 
was manifested in the Amendments 


moved in the House of Commons ; and 
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the most serious of these Amendments 
was that which imposed a deterrent tax, 
amounting in all to £4 or £5 a year. 
But as there was a doubt as to whether 


an Amendment dealing with a question | 


of taxation could be moved in the House | 
of Lords, and as he did not wish, in the | 
interests of the Bill, to raise a question | 
between the two Houses, he should | 
withdraw his Amendment. 

Tue Earn or WINCHILSEA 
said that he wished to add _ his 
emphatic protest against this tax on a 
nascent intustry. In country districts 
these new vehicles were looked to as a 
great source of relief, and he believed 
that they would be more important to 
agriculture even than light railways. 
They would take the place of the far- 
mer's waggon and horses, on which he 
was required to pay no tax. This was, 
moreover, an unsuitable moment to im- 
pose new burdens on an industry which 
everyone was endeavouring to relieve. 
These vehicles were to be used for the 
collection of agricultural produce in rural 
districts ; a process which, in the in- 
terests of the community, it was desirable 
to make more easy ; and he should cer- 
tainly have voted against the tax if the 
Amendment had been pressed to a 
Division. 

Lorp HARRIS said that the hard- 
ship was not so great as the noble Earl 
made out. The noble Earl would wish 
all these locomotives, whether used for 
agricultural or private purposes, to be 
exempt from taxation ; but at the pre- 
sent moment all carriages, except far- 
mers’ waggons, were taxed two guineas 
a year under the Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act ; and all locomotives, for 
whatever purpose used, had to pay a 
licence to the county. The maximum 
charge for the licence was £10, and the 
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Tue Eart or WINCHILSEA 
moved at the end of the new clause im- 
posing the tax to insert the following 
words :— 


“ Provided that this clause shall not apply to 
any locomotive which is used exclusively for 
common agricultural purposes.” 


Lorp HARRIS said that, as the 
clause dealt with taxation, it was doubt- 
ful whether the Amendment was in order. 
The opinion of the officers of the House 
of Commons, whose opinion he had 
taken, was that the Amendment would 
not be in order ; and the opinion of the 
officers of the House of Lords was that, 
whilst technically the Amendment could 
be moved, it was highly improbable that 
it would be accepted in the House of 
Commons. 

Tue Eart or WINCHILSEA 
said that he would press the Amendment, 
as their Lordships ought to take the 
advice of the officers of their own House, 
and not that of the officers of the House 
of Commons. 


Amendment negatived. 


Lorp HARRIS moved that the Com- 
mons’ Amendments to Clauses 4, 5, and 
6, and new Clauses D, E, and F, and 
the Schedules of the Bill be agreed to. 


Motion agreed to. 


IMMUNITY OF JUDGES. 

*Tue Eart or STAMFORD rose to 
ask whether the attention of Her 
Majesty’s Government had been called to 
the case of ‘‘ Anderson v. Gorrie and 
Others,’’ the defendants being Judges of 
the colony of Trinidad, tried in London 





county authority generally exacted the | 
maximum, It was unquestionable that | 
these locomotives would take more wear | 
and tear out of the roads than the ordi- 
nary horse-drawn carriage, and the Bill 
merely proposed to secure the county 
authority from being bereft of the loco- 
motive licence altogether, as well as to 
require the payment of the Customs 
Duty. Out of the £4 or £5 payable, 
the County Council would get £2 or £3 
instead of the £10 which they received 
for a heavy locomotive. 


VOL. XLIV. [Frourrn series. ] 





in May 1894, before the late Lord Chief 
Justice anda special jury, when, not- 
withstanding that the jury found a ver- 
dict in express terms that one of the 
defendants oppressively and with malice 
overstrained his judicial powers to the 
prejudice of the plaintiff and the wilful 
perversion of justice, and found a verdict 
for the plaintiff for £500, the Lord Chief 
Justice directed judgment to be entered 
for the defendant on the ground that 
such an action did not lie against a 
Judge, which judgment has been upheld 
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by the Court of Appeal ; and whether | overstrained his judicial powers to the 
the Government is prepared to initiate | prejudice of the plaintiff, and the wilful 
or support legislation with a view to| perversion of justice, has any remedy 
rectifying or declaring the present state | against the Judge, and, if so, what 
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of the law upon the peints involved in|}remedy? He ventured to submit that. 


these judgments. The House would there was no apparent remedy, and he: 
observe that a Constitutional point—j|was not prepared to say that such a 
namely, the immunity of the Judges, | remedy could or should be devised. It 
was involved in his question. It was| might be that the disadvantages of such 
not his intention now to enter deeply a remedy would overbalance the ad- 
into that question, but he ventured most | vantagekx. He was unwilling to suppose 
earnestly to call the attention of the|that such another case was likely to 
Government and the House to do so. | arise, for the general and well-grounded 
The case, briefly, was as follows :—Mr. | respect felt by British subjects for the 
Anderson practised as a surgeon in the integrity of the judiciary anticipated the 


island of Tobago, afterwards part of the 


colony of Trinidad. He was a man of) 


considerable standing, having been 
colonial surgeon, a justice of the peace, 
and twice elected a member of the legis- 


lative body of Tobago. Actions were | 


brought against him and others in formd 
pauperis irregularly. The colonial 


Judges were said to have acted oppres- | 


sively. They demanded excessive bail ; 
they imprisoned him in default of bail, 
and refused him leave to appeal to the 
Queen in Council. The affair caused a 
deal of local agitation, and petitions 
were sent to Her Majesty’s Government. 


Royal Commissioners were sent out to/| 


inquire into the administration of justice 
in the colony of Trinidad, and on their 


persecution,’’ one Judge was removed 


from the colony and another was inter- | 


dicted. In order to secure some personal 
redress, Mr. Anderson brought an action 


‘great improbability of its recurrence. 
Still, this unhappy instance was calcu- 
lated to raise the apprehension that a 
| Judge might again be guilty of similar 
practices, and if so guilty, would cer- 
tainly be held not liable to afford per- 
sonal redress for injuries inflicted by him. 
It would appear that after these judg- 
ments no person in similar circumstances 
would be allowed to gotoajury. Thus, 
|“ Anderson v. Gorrie and Others ” appeared 
to be important as a test case, and the 
general question of judicial immunity as 
declared therein was being now taken up, 
for the matter was becoming recognised 
as no longer a personal one, but as a 
question of principle. Pressure had 


recently been brought to bear upon some 
report, in which they spoke of ‘‘ judicial 


Members of the House of Commons by 
memorials and letters from their con- 
stituents, especially from medical men, 
_who were naturally greatly interested in 
|the matter. In consequence a similar, 


eet tes cee 


for damages in England against the two though not identical, question was being 
eee J er re - the J ~ ae ae — in a ae = bape eo 
ad meanwhile died—and the jury, after | and it was thought well that the matter 
seven days’ trial, found a “alite the | should be hecai forward in both 
plaintiff. The jury declared that the| Houses simultaneously. On being in- 
defendant ‘‘oppressively and with malice | vited to perform the task, he felt ‘it to 
overstrained his judicial powers to the| be his duty to ask the question. He 
prejudice of the plaintiff, and the wilful had less reluctance, and indeed, some 
perversion of justice.’’ Before this trial | pleasure in bringing the matter forward, 
came on a Divisional Court had refused | from the thought that it was possible 
to stay the action, and the late Lord ‘that members of the judicial body might 
Chief Justice, before whom the case was feel inclined to welcome any legislative 
tried, allowed it to go to a jury. The| enactment which should either amend or 
late Lord Chief Justice, in face of the | declare the law upon this point. 
verdict of the jury, directed judgment to) Tue LORD CHANCELLOR said no 


be entered for defendant, and the Court | one could complain of the noble Lord in 


of Appeal upheld that judgment. The | bringing forward the question, or of the 

question, therefore, arose under the law | kindly and judicial spirit in which it had 

as it was now declared, whether a per-|been treated. He had some difficulty 

son having obtained such a verdict that |in answering the specific matter of the 

a Judge has oppressively and with malice | question, for the reason that the decision 
1 


Earl of Stamford. 
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of the Court of Appeal was still open 
to appeal to that House, and he, there- 
fore, did not want to express an opinion | 
judicially upon it. But, speaking gene- 
rally, an action did not lie against a/| 
Judge at the instance of a suitor who| 
thought himself injured by the judgment 
of the Judge. The immunity of the 


Judges from such action was of great| 


importance in the interests of justice. 
For centuries Judges had been appointed 
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cease to be used, because the difference 
in the cost of sending 60 lbs, on a man’s 
head and sending it by railway is a sur 
| too enormous not to have an immediate 
land dominating effect. Therefore, the 
state of things that will come to pass will 
be that caravans will have passed out of 
use, and if a slave caravan is found 
going down to the coast, its character 
will be proclaimed by the very fact that 
it is a caravan, and it cannot possibly 








in this country against whom no imputa- | escape the vigilance of the authorities 
tion could be made, and their high cha- | or avoid the punishment due to such a 
racter was due in a great measure to | crime. There is another consideration 
uheir independence, not only of plaintiff | which I think recent events have brought 
and defendant, but their independence | before us. What has happened in Mata- 
of the Government also. There was no | beleland shows that it is a position not 
pecuniary remedy for a suitor against a | exempt from danger, when the assertion 
Judge, but any Judge could be removed of your authority is very far in advance 
from his office by an Address from both| of your power of moving up either sup- 
Houses of Parliament. plies or forces, or any other instrument 
“of your dominion, so that the authority 
| may be challenged, and yet you may not 
_be able to take with rapidity the full 
| Measures necessary to assert it. There is 
/no doubt that the authority of our Pro- 
UGANDA RAILWAY BILL. | tectorate in Uganda is completely recog- 
Tne PRIME MINISTER, in moving nised, and that there is every prospect 
the Second Reading of this Bill, said : | of a peaceful, and, I hope, rapid develop- 
The matter has been before the House ment of that country. But still the cir- 
more than once, and opinions in favour | cumstance exists that it is separated from 
of making this railway have been ex-| the coast by 600 miles, and of that 600 
pressed on both sides of the House. It) miles the first hundred are almost en- 
is about four or five years since, standing | | tirely waterless, and that the tsetse fly 
in this place, I first urged that such a/| | prevails in every part of the road. The 
railway should be made, pease I am glad | result is that all communications have 
to be able to move this Bill, carrying out. to be conducted by caravans, and every 
that view at the present time. I regret | kind of supply has to be carried in 
that circumstances, which I daresay were | loads of 60 lbs. on men’s heads, 
inevitable, have prevented the Measure | What has happened in the South of 
being undertaken before. There are two | Africa shows it is a state of things which 
considerations of important public policy | it is not wise to acquiesce in permanently, 
which justify a departure in this case) and I think not only the prosperity of 
from the ordinary practice of Parliament | Uganda but its security, and the facility 
in respect to railways in any part of Her | with which the advantages of British 
Majesty’s possessions. In the first place| rule will be extended to it, will be 
I believe it is felt that the construction | largely increased when we are able to 
of such a railway would be the most) announce that this railway is complete. 
fatal blow to the slave trade which could | Financial measures have been taken, so 
possibly be delivered—{ ‘‘ hear, hear !’’ that it will progress, I trust, without 
—because all slaves are now conducted | delay or change of policy or purpose, and 
to the coast by caravans. It is needless | I believe it will have a most beneficial 
to say that if this railway be made slaves effect in fostering British trade and 
will not be conducted by it. But the) ‘establishing the “newly-born dominion 
railway will have a much more impor-|of Great ‘Britain on that continent. 
tant effect than that. It will dry up the | [Cheers.] 
I do 
Caravans would wenn | not rise to say a single word on the 
and therefore would | subject of the Measure, partly because 


| M2 


supply of caravans, and the trade which; THe Eart or ROSEBERY : 
supports them. 
to be profitable, 
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it is a Bill purely financial in its|disproportionately; and it would have 
character, and, therefore, I take it,| been more gratifying to the House if 
outside our competence, and from the| the Prime Minister had been able to tell 


: . 
more gratifying reason that I fancy that} us how the increase arises, and had not 


| 
the question of the Uganda railroad is| confined himself to the arguments in 
one of those rare but none the less| which we cordially support him. [ Cheers. ] 
grateful questions on which both sides of} THe PRIME MINISTER: I hope 


the House are agreed. [‘ Hear, hear!”]| this is a covering estimate—that is to 


I can only assure the noble Marquess, 
in respect to something that fell from him, 
that the late Government took the earliest 
opportunity practicable in their judgment 


to submit the proposal for the railway to | 


say, that if anything it is in excess of 
what the expense is likely to be. The 
noble Lord asked me the cause of the 
‘increase of the estimate. I must answer 
that it is due to the original sin of the 


Parliament. WhatI would strongly say is | engineer. I never heard of an engineer 
that I believe that, great as your expendi-| who was not too sanguine a man. But 
ture has been for putting down the slave | in this case there is a special cause for 
trade on the coast of Africa, vast as are the increase of the estimate—the neces- 


the efforts you have put forward for the) sary inadequacy of the original survey. 
abolition of that horrible traffic all over| I do not hint that anyone was to blame, 
the world, you will never have struck a because over such a vast and unknown 
blow at it so fatal and direct as the territory it was inevitable that the sur- 
construction of this railway that the | vey should be rather summary, and it has 
Government have set on foot. [‘ Hear, been found necessary to alter the course 
hear!”] Ido not believe anybody who in some places and undertake engineering 
could see at all clearly the ordinary difficulties more formidable than origin- 
results of ordinary causes, could doubt ally contemplated, and these considera- 
for a moment that, when it fell to be the| tions have increased the estimate. I 
duty of the Government to take over the think, perhaps, that the weight of the 
remote territory of Uganda, that it would | rails has been rather increased over what 
be necessary, as soon as may be, to) was originally proposed, but that has 
connect it with the coast by arailroad. I) been done on the best engineering advice. 
should not, if I may say so, advise the| But I am not skilful enough to go into 
noble Marquess to base his argument for | all the details on which the rise of the 
the railroad much on the existence of | estimate is justified. I think the noble 
the fly, because I have always under-) Earl will find satisfaction for his curiosity 
stood that the fly existed but sparsely in the papers already published. At all 
on the route, and that only for a few | events I think he will join with me in 
miles on the coast. That is a minor | saying it is better to put before Parlia- 
criticism on which I do not wish to dwell. | ment a full estimate of what we believe 
What I would rather have heard from js likely to be the cost, and so avoid the 
the Prime Minister than the arguments | reproach which might be directed against 
in which I agree with him is, what is|us that we consciously skimped the 
the cause of the great increase of the! estimate so as to make it more accept- 
estimates for the railroad beyond that| able to Parliament. 

originally laid before us. Of course, in| Tue Ear, or ROSEBERY : I do not 
these matters, one is well aware that the|deny that Ministerial statements and 











cost and the estimate are usnally figures 
that are materially different. None of 
us have carried out the smallest enter- 
prise without realising that truth to 
its fullest and most painful extent. 
But I am afraid this is not a difference 
between cost and estimate, but a 
great rise in the estimate itself, 
and I think the cost will rise not 


Earl of Rosebery. 


explanations are usually anticipated in 
the daily Press or in Papers submitted 
to Parliament. I only wished to have 
an official statement from the noble 
Marquess. 


Read 2* (according to Order); and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 
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LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 


Amendments reported (according to 
Order). 


Part I.—Lanp Law. 


Clause 1,— 


FAIR RENTS.—AMENDMENT AS TO 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


(1.) Where the Court fix a fair rent fora hold- 
ing, the Court shall ascertain and record in the 
form of a Schedule, unless both landlord and 
tenant shall otherwise request— 


(a) The several classes of land found upon the 
holding, marking each class on a map, and 
showing in respect of each class the esti- 
mated area thereon and the sum which 
should be the fair rent thereof (per acre or 
per class) on the assumption that all im- 
provements thereon were made or acquired 
by the landlord ; 


(b) the annual sum which should be the fair 
rent of the holding on the assumption that 
all improvements thereon were made or ac- 
quired by the landlord ; 

(c) the condition as to cultivation, deteriora- 
tion, or otherwise of the holding and the 
buildings thereon ; 


(d) the improvements made wholly or partly 
by the tenant or at his cost, and with re- 
spect to each such improvement— 


(i) the nature, character, and present capital 
value thereof, and the increased letting 
value due thereto ; 


(ii) the date (so near as can be ascertained) 
at which the same was made ; and 

(iii) the deduction from the rent made on 
account thereof ; 


(e) the extent (if any) to which the landlord 
has paid or compensated the tenant in re- 
spect of eac): such improvement ; 


(f) the improvements made wholly or partly 
by or at the cost of, or acquired by, the 
landlord ; 


(g) such other matters in relation to the 
holding as may have been taken into account 
in fixing the fair rent thereof, or as may be 
prescribed from time to time, including all 
such particulars as are set forth in the form 
in the Second schedule to this Act (so far as 
such particulars are not inconsistent with 
the other provisions of this section), such 
form being similar to the form (commonly 
known as the “ Pink schedule ”) which the 
assistant Commissioners have for some time 
previous to the passing of this Act been 
required by the Land Commission to fill up 
when fixing the fair rent of a holding; and 


(h) the fair rent of the holding ; 


and a certified copy of the record shall be 
sent by post to each party, and the record 
shall be admissible in evidence on its mere 
production from the proper custody. 
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(2.) No rent shall be allowed or made payable 
in respect of an improvement made by the tenant 
on a holding by reason only of the work consti- 
tuting such improvement not being suitable to 
the holding. 


(3.) For the purpose of the Land Law Acts, 
as amended by this Act, a tenant shall be deemed 
to have been fully paid or compensated for every 
improvement made by him in pursuance of a 
contract entered into for valuable consideration. 

(4) For the purpose of the Land Law Acts, 
as amended by this Act, a tenant shall not be 
deemed to have been paid or compensated for 
any improvement not made in pursuance of a 
contract entered into for valuable consideration, 
except to the extent to which the Cout, having 
regard to all the circumstances of the case, are of 
opinion that valuable consideration has been 
given by the landlord in respect of the im- 
provement. 


(5.) A contract by a tenant not to claim, on 
quitting his holding, compensation for any im- 
provement made by him shall not authorise the 
allowance of any rent in respect of any im- 
provement except to the extent to which the 
court, having regard to all the circumstances of 
the case, are of opinion that valuable consider- 
ation has been given by the landlord in respect 
of the entering into that contract. 


(6.) Section 4 of the Landlord and Tenant 
(Ireland) Act, 1870, shall not authorise the 
allowance of any rent in respect of an improve- 
ment made by the tenant, if made 20 years 
before the passing of the said Act, a not 
being a permanent building or reclamation of 
waste land. 


(7.) For the purpose of this section valuable 
consideration shall not be held to have been 
given by reason of the mere letting of the land 
on lease or otherwise, or the mere enjoyment 
by the tenant of any improvement where the 
rent of the holding was not fixed, reduced, 
abated, or, after the improvement was made, 
allowed to remain unaltered with the object of 
recouping the tenant for his expenditure of 
capital and labour in making the improvement ; 
and, in the case of an improvement made in 
pursuance of a contract entered into for valuable 
consideration, such object shall be implied where 
not expressed. 

(8.) No deduction shall be made from the 
fair rent named in this section by reason of the 
mere right of occupation vested in the tenant. 

(9.) Sub-sections (2) and (4) of Section 5 of 
the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, 
and Sub-section (1) of the same section in the 
case of sales after the passing of the Landlord 
and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, shall not have 
effect in the case of applications to fix a fair 
rent. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (The Marquess of Lanspowne) 
moved to leave out Sub-section (1) and 
to insert instead thereof— 


AMENDMENT AS TO IMPROVEMENTS. 


(1.) Where the Court fix a fair rent for a 
holding, the Court shall ascertain and record in 








| 
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the form of a schedule, unless both landlord 
and tenant shall otherwise request—- 


(a) the annual sum which should be the fair 
rent of the holding on the assumption that 
all. improvements thereon were made or 
acquired by the landlord ; 


(4) the condition as to cultivation, deteriora- 
tion, or otherwise of the holding and the 
buildings thereon ; 

(c) the improvements made wholly or partly 
by the tenant or at his cost, and with 
respect to each such improvement— 

(i) the nature, character, and present 
capital value thereof, and the increased 
letting value due thereto ; 

(ii) the date (so near as can be ascertained) 
at which the same was made ; and 

(iii) the deduction from the rent made on 
account thereof ; 


(d) the extent (if any) to which the landlord 
has paid or compensated the tenant im 
respect of each such improvement ; 

(e) the improvements made wholly or partly 
by or at the cost of, or acquired by, the 
landlord ; 

(f) such other matters in relation to the 
holding as may have been taken into 
account in fixing the fair rent thereof, or 
as may be prescribed; and 

(g) the fair rent of the holding ; 

and the said schedule shall be in the form set 
out in the First schedule to this Act or in such 
other form as may be prescribed, and a certified 
copy of the record shall on the prescribed 
application be sent by post to each party, and 
the record shall be admissible in evidence on its 
mere production from the proper custody. 


Thenoble Marquess said the House would 
recollect that in Committee Clause 1 
was considerably modified at the instance 
of Lord Templetown, who earnestly and 
successfully pressed on the House the 
necessity of requiring from the Court 
fuller particulars of the data on which 
their decisions as to fair rents were 
arrived at. He hoped his noble Friend 
would not take it amiss if he frankly 
told him that he was not entirely 
satisfied with the shape in which the 
Amendments had left the clause. If 
their Lordships would lookj at the Bill 
they would see that, in the first two or 
three lines of the clause, the Court was 
directed to ascertain and record in the 
form of a schedule a great number of 
particulars set out in the following sub- 
sections. After these particulars were 


enumerated, the Court was,in Sub-section 
G, further directed to ascertain such other 
matters as had been taken into account 
in fixing the fair rent, including all such 


Secretary of State for War. 
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particulars as were set forth in the 
Second schedule to the Act, and it was 
explained that the Second schedule was 
to be virtually identical with the pink 
Paper of which their Lordships had 
heard so much. It would be evident to 
the House that this schedule mentioned 
in Sub-section G would be different 
from the schedule which, at the beginning 
of the clause, the Court was directed to 
frame and supply to the litigants. That 
schedule would contain the whole contents 
of the schedule to be embodied in the 
Act, but a good deal more. There would 
in short, be two schedules, and he was 
afraid a good deal of complication 
would arise. Now what the Government 
proposed was that there should be only 
one schedule, and that that schedule 
should be printed with the Act of Parlia- 
ment.. They would find in the Amend- 
ment in his name a draft schedule 
containing the particulars contained in the 
earlier part of Clause 1, and also the con- 
tents of the pink Paper, but amplified and 
with an addition which he knew some 
of his noble Friends were anxious to 
have made, the addition of a money 
column showing the rent per acre or 
class of the different sorts of land. 
[“‘ Hear, hear!”] The schedule in that 
form would be supplied to the parties on 
application and he believed it would con- 
tain all the information they could desire 
or expect. 

*Viscount TEMPLETOWN acknow- 
ledged the conciliatory attitude of the 
Government towards ‘he Amendment 
to the clause. He was gratified with the 
way in which the noble Marquess had 
dealt with them. He himself had care- 
fully gone through the schedule attached 
to the list of the Amendments, and as 
far as he could see they embodied all the 
recommendations which he had put before 
the House in such a form that he could 
express his complete approval of it. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Tue Eart or WINCHILSEA had 
given notice of his intention to move, 
after Clause 1, to insert the following 
clause :— 


Where the Court have once fixed a fair rent 
for a holding, no further revision of rent shall 
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take place at the end of the first or any subse- 
quent judicial term except in relation to— 


Land Law 


(a.) A rise or fall, if any, in the price of pro- 
duce proper to be grown on the holding 
(due allowance being made fora rise or fall, 
if any, in the cost of production) ; and 

(6.) any improvement which the tenant 
proves— 

(1.) he has executed without compensation 


before the commencement of the first 
statutory term ; and 





(2.) has not already been taken into account | 


in fixing a fair rent. 
And, in the event of a revision being made, the | 
Court shall send by post to each party a certi- 
fied statement showing how the fair rent has 
been arrived at. 


The noble Lord said it would be within 
the recollection of the House that Lord 
Monteagle and himself proposed a clause 
almost identical, dealing with the prin- 
ciple on which Sub-Commissioners were 
to go in ascertaining what was a fair 
rent, and an appeal was made by the 
Prime Minister to withdraw the clauses, 
in view of their great importance 
and the short time the Government had 
to consider them. Lord Monteagle fell 
in with the appeal; but after consulta- 
tion, he himself had thought it his duty 
to persevere with the clause. But before 
the House divided the Prime Minister 
again made a strong appeal to him not 
to divide the House, on the same grounds 
that the time was short, the Amendment 
having only appeared on the Paper that 
morning ; and the importance of the 
question was so great, it was hardly fair 
to expect the Government to accept 
the Amendment at such short notice. 
He felt the force of that appeal, and 
although the Divisions taken immediately 
before and after made it quite certain 
that if he had persevered with the 
Amendment they would have had the 
power to add it to the Bill, he consented 
not to then press it, on the distinct 
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assurance of the noble Marquess that 
before the Report stage he would 
consider it. He rose to ask the noble 


Marquess what had been the result of | 


that consideration, and whether he could, 
on behalf of the Government, accept the 
clause 4 

*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
acknowledged the noble Earl’s courtesy 
in postponing his Amendment. Since 
then the Government had carefully con- 
sidered the matter. He fully under- 
stood the objects with which the noble 
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Earl had made this Motion. He would 
like to see—as would most of their Lord- 
ships—the Land Commission Court given 
something in the nature of a definite 
basis upon which to proceed. They 
would find, not only in Ireland, but in 
other parts of the United Kingdom, 
that two perfectly honest valuers would 
differ widely in their estimate of the 
value of the same farm, and one had 
even known cases where the same valuer 
would take a somewhat different view of 
the value of a farm according to the con- 
ditions of climate under which he had 
visited it. The noble Earl asked their 
Lordships so to arrange matters that 
these personal factors should be, as far 
as possible, excluded, and that on each 
revaluation of the farm the Court should 
proceed upon the basis of the original 
valuation, modifying it only in relation 
to alterations in the price of produce or 
the improvements executed by the 
tenant. That, at first sight, was an 
extremely attractive proposal. It cer- 
tainly was not one which could, for a 
moment, be represented as being put 
forward entirely in the interest of the 
landlord, because one effect of it would 
be to transfer to the tenant a very con- 
siderable part of what was usually spoken 
of as the unearned increment. But the 
clause as it stood was so drafted that 
the Court would have to proceed upon the 
basis of the fair rent first fixed upon the 
holding. As he said the other evening, 
he believed it was notorious that the fair 
rents fixed by the Commission during 
the first few years of its existence were 
extremely unequal and untrustworthy, 
and they could not possibly accept these 
fair rents—which had been distinctly 
impugned by so many noble Lords—as a 
solid basis for the fixing of future 
revised fair rents. But there were other 
difficulties which stood in the way of 
the adoption of the recommendation of 
the noble Earl. He should mention in 
the first place that, if they were to adopt 
the Amendment of the noble Lord oppo- 
site to the present proposed new clause, 
the new system could only come into 
operation 15 years hence —that was to 
say, upon the second and subsequent 
revisions of rent by the Court of Land 
Commission. He was not at all clear 
that it was worth while for the sake of 
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what, after all, would be a compara- 
tively remote improvement in the proce- 
dure of the Court, to introduce the novel 
and untried system which was recom- 
mended to them. The revision of the 
rent in relation to prices sounded an 
extremely simple matter, but he did not 
think it was quite as simple as the noble 
Earl supposed. In the first place, the 
noble Earl, who had paid so much atten- 
tion to agricultural questions, must be 
perfectly aware that a fall in prices of 
a certain percentage did not by any 
means necessarily involve the result that 
rents should fall in the same ratio. If 
a farmer lost, upon the whole of the 
commodities which he extracted from 
the land, a certain percentage by a fall 
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consideration of these fluctuations, which 
were independent of the action of the 
tenant, and only to exclude from their 
consideration the value of the land. 
Another objection of the noble Marquess 
was that the ratio of variation of the 
rents would not be direct—that they 
could not say that rents were varied as 
directl7 as prices varied. He thought 
that point was amply provided for by 
'the parenthesis in Sub-section A of the 
noble Lord’s clause. But no doubt the 
principal objection, and, as he had ad- 
mitted, the fatal objection to the con- 
sideration of the proposal at this stage, 
was that of novelty, and admitting, as 
he did, that it was a novel proposal, he 
ventured to ask the noble Lord opposite 





in price, it might very often follow that | to be content with the discussion he had 
his actual loss would be equivalent to| raised, and not to press the matter 
a very much larger percentage of the | further. 
rent he paid the landlord. Then; Tae Eart or WINCHILSEA said 
there were other questions by which the|if this Amendment was negatived he 
calculation would be complicated. There |would ask to say a few words in reply 
might be a cheapening of the com-|to the noble Marquess when the other 
modities sold by the tenant, or, on the | Amendment came on. 
other hand, a cheapening of those he had | 
to buy. Again, the products of the) Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
farm might have altered in the Setew | 
vening time, or the whole condition of} Tue Eart or WINCHILSEA said 
the neighbourhood might have changed. | he thought it would be unfortunate if it 
All these were points which the Court were to go forth that there was no 
would have to consider, and he was answer to what the noble Marquess had 
afraid that by telling them that they said on various points. It was quite 
were to consider the fluctuations of| true, as the noble Marquess had said, 
prices in reference to the tenant’s rent) that different valuers took different views 
they were, after all, not giving them a/of the same holding and of different 
very much increased measure of that holdings, and he had also said that 
guidance which the noble Earl was so climatic conditions might affect the same 
anxious to afford them. He must|valuer in valuing the same farm. He 
frankly tell the noble Lord that he | was told it was not an uncommon thing 
regarded this proposal, excellent in its | for Sub-Commissioners to value a farm 
intentions, as somewhat of the character | when there was a foot of snow on the 
of a counsel of perfection, and he would | ground, and he quite admitted that those 
respectfully urge upon him not to press| were climatic conditions which might 
it on the House. lead to various and, no doubt, erratic 
Lorpv MONTEAGLE remarked that | conclusions. The next argument of the 
the noble Marquess said that varying|noble Marquess was the deprivation 
rents in accordance with the variation! which this clause might cause the land- 
of prices was not so simple as it lord of part of the unearned increment 
looked. Quite so. But what was the! of the farm, such as might accrue from 
present procedure? The Land Court/ the propinquity of a railway. He was 
at the present time had to take all| quite certain landlords would be very 
these matters into consideration, and, | willing to give up a problematical advant- 
in addition, had to take into con- | age for the sake of the advantage of a 
sideration the value of the land, and go firm and definite principle beneath their 
upon the land and value’'it. What he| feet. Who ever heard in Ireland of a 
understood the noble Ear) to aim at|Sub-Commissioner allowing an increase 
was to restrict the Land Court to the} of rent because a railway had come close 
Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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to a farm. The noble Marquess also 
said that the fair rents which were fixed 
immediately after 188], were not fair 
rents at all. They admitted that these 
people were incapable of fixing fair rents, 
and yet they were now sending them out 
for another term of 15 years on their 
duties without any principle or guidance 
whatever. He believed in so far as it 
was possible to do so, that a great many 
of the effects of the re-valuation of 1881 
not having been completed, were remedied 
by the Act of 1887, which was based on 
prices. With regard to what the noble 
Marquess said as to a fall prices not in- 
volving a fall of rent of similar or pre- 
cisely the same amount, he thought the 
noble Marquess would recollect that he 
did ample justice to that argument in 
the speech in which he introduced the 
clause. Then the noble Marquess and 
the noble Lord opposite both addressed 
an argument founded on the novelty of 
the system. But though the actual 
system might be a novel one, the prin- 
ciple was not a novel one at all. It was 
really the principle on which they acted 
in making voluntary reductions of rent 
in England. All it asked was to extend 
for the benefit and guidance of those to 
whom they intrusted those enormous 
and irresponsible powers in Ireland, the 
same principle on which they gratuitously | 
acted for the benefit of all parties con-| 
cerned, and to their great advantage, he | 
thought, in England. In view of the) 
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have been but was not taken upon the applica- 
tion for a previous judicial rent, or being then 
taken was overruled. 


(2.) Where the Court on application fix a 
judicial rent for a holding, the judicial rent and 
statutory term shall begin from the gale day 
next after the date of application, or, if a pre- 
ceding statutory term is then current, from any 
later gale day on which that statutory term 
expires. 


(3.) The judicial rent fixed by order of the 
Court for a holding shall, as from the gale day 
from which it begins, be the rent payable by the 
tenant of the holding ; and where it differs from 
the previous rent, whether or not a judicial rent, 
then in respect of the period which may have 
elapsed since the gale day from which it began, 
the difference, if the judicial rent so fixed is 
higher than the previous rent, shall be paid by 
the tenant, and if the judicial rent so fixed is 
lower, may, if it has been actually paid by the 
tenant, be deducted from any rent subsequently 
payable by him, unless the judicial rent 
exceeds fifty pounds a year, in which case the 
difference may be deducted from any rent sub- 
sequently payable by him to the landlord to 
whom such difference has been paid, or to his 
personal representatives, or where the estate of 
such landlord has determined may be recovered 
from such landlord or his personal representa- 
tives. 


*Tur Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to insert at the end of the 
clause— 


“Provided that where the judicial rent does 
not exceed £50 a year, the amount made by the 
tenant may be recovered from the person to 
whom the difference was paid, or his personal 
representatives.” 





period of the Session at which they had | The proviso, his Lordship said, enabled 
arrived, and of the appeal of the noble} a new landlord, from whom a small 
Marquess, he would not press this clause tenant had deducted part of his payment 
further, but he ventured to hope that of rent, to recover from the former land- 
thenext time that Government attempted | lord. 

a final and complete settlement of this | 
question this principle would find such | 
favour that it would be embodied in = 
Bill. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 4,— 


JUDICIAL TERM IN CASES OF 


| 

| 

Clause 3,— | 
} AGREFMENTS. 

STATUTORY TERM AND BEGINNING OF| In the eg a a tenant be Pag bg A 

J ! mT | Court under Section sixty of the Lan w 

aoR ee eee | (Ireland) Act, 1881, on the first occasion on 

(1.) On the expiration of a statutory term in | which it sat, to have a fair rent fixed, and who, 

a present tenancy the tenancy shall continue aj since making that application, has signed an 

present tenancy subject to the same rent and | agreement under Sub-section (6) of Section 

conditions (including the statutory conditions) | eight of the said Act, the statutory term so 

as during the statutory term, until the tenancy | created shall, where the judicial rent has been 

is determined, or a new statutory term for the | received as having accrued due from the gale 

holding begins, and an application to fix a fair | day succeeding the date of application, for the 

rent may be made at any time during such con- | purpose of an application to fix a fair rent, be 

tinuance of the tenancy; and no objection to | held to date from the day on which the Land 

such application shall be allowed which could | Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, came into force. 
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*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out from the words “ gale 
day ” to the end of the clause, and insert 
the word— 


‘next after the day on which the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881, came into force, be held for 
the purpose of an application to fix a fair rent to 
date from that gale day ” 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 5,— 


EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN HOLDINGS. 


(1.) The Land Law Acts, except Section seven 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881 (which 
amends the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 
1870, in respect of compensation for improve- 
ments), shall not apply to the following 
tenancies :— 


(a.) To a tenancy in any ho'ding which is not 
substantially eith-r agricultural or pastoral 
in its character, or partly agricultural and 
partly pastoral, or the main object of the 
letting of which was for a residence : 

(6.) To a tenancy in any holding which sub- 
stantially consists o!— 

(i) land being or forming part of a home 
farm ; or 


(ii) land which when first demised was 
demesne, and which the provisions of 
the contract of tenancy, or the cireum- 
stanc s of the case, show was intended 
to b» preserved as demesne or resumed 
as demesne by the landlord ; or 


(iii) land incorporated in a demesne by the 
tenant, and forming part of a demesne 
at the time the application to fix a fair 
rent is made: 


(c) Toa tenancy in a holding (other than a 
holding let to be used wrolly or mainly for 
a dairy farm) which is let to be used wholly 
or mainly for the purpose of pasture— 


(i) if it is of the rateable value of upwards 
of fifty pounds ; or 


(ii) if the tenant does not actually reside on 
the hol ling, or where the holding ad- 
joins or is ordinarily use with another 
holdin , then on the latter holding. 


(2.) Where a distinct and substantive part of 
the property held under one demise is demesne 
land, or is not agricultural or pastoral in its 
character, or is an incorporeal hereditament, and 
the court consider that that part is not the sub- 
stantial part of such property, the court may, if 
they are of opinion that, apart from the fixing 
of a fair rent, the separation of the property into 
two parts will not diminish the value of the 
landlord’s interest therein, direct that that part 
shall thenceforth be, or, if it is an incorporeal 
hereditament, be tr:ate: as, a separate holding, 
and shall, unless the tenancy has expired, be 
held at such rent during the continuance of the 
tenancy as the court determine to be the proper 
proportion of the rent reserved by the demise, 
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and the court may fix a fair rent for the remainder 
of the property held under the demise, and the 
said Acts shill apply to that remainder as if it 
were a separate holding. 


(3.) Where a holding is held by joint tenants 
or tenants in common, and such tenants have 
worked and occupied separate portions thereof, 
and the division of the holding was made prior 
to the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1887, the court, on the application of any joint 
tenant or tenant in common, may, if it think 
that it is just, and that no portion of the holding, 
when divided, will be of less than ten pounds 
valuation, fix a fair rent upon the portion of 
the holding so separately occupied. 


(4.) Nothing in this section shall extend to 
any holding in respect of which a judicial rent 
has been fixed before the commencement of 
this Act. 


THe Eart or BELMORE moved to 
omit the words “during the continu- 
ance of the tenancy.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Tue Ear, or BELMORE moved the 
following proviso to Sub-section (2) :— 


“Provided, however, that the tenancy in 
respect of the portion so treated as a separate 
holding shall be determinable at any time by 
the landlord on giving six calendar months’ 
previous notice of his intention so to do.” 


The object of the proviso was to provide 
that if a holding, partly agricultural and 
partly non-agricultural, had been divided 
and, therefore, one part of it was outside 
the Act, it should be in the power of the 
landlord, on giving six months’ notice, 
to resume possession of that part which 
was not under the Land Acts. 

*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said he was afraid they could not accept 
the Amendment. If the tenancy was a 
tenancy-at-will the landlord could, of 
course, terminate the tenancy of that 
part of the holding which the Court 
decided not to be within the Land Acts; 
but if the tenancy were a leasehold then 
they thought that the lease should run 
on, and that the tenant should hold both 
that part of the holding which came 
under the Acts and that which did not 
come under the Acts, according to the 
terms of his covenant. 


Amendment by leave, withdrawn. 
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The Ear of Arran had an Amend- 
ment on the Paper to leave out Sub- 
section (3), but before his Lordship 
moved, 

*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
said the House was rather in a singular 
position with regard to this sub-section. 
He was told that it was, as a matter of 
fact, struck out of the Bill in Committee, 
but it was printed in its place in the Bill. 
He presumed they must regard it as not, 
strictly speaking, in the Bill. He had, 
however, a suggestion to make to the 
noble Earl, and that was that they 
should reinstate the sub-section in the 
Bill, striking out the words, “that no 
portion of the holding, when divided, 
will be of less than £10 valuation,” and 
then putting in at the end of the clause, 
with the object of protecting the land- 
lord in the manner which the noble Earl 
desired, these words :— 


“ Provided that such order fixing a fair rent 
shall not have the effect of increasing the 
liability of the landlord for rates and taxes in 
respect of the holding, and such order shall not 
be made if the Court are of opinion that the in- 
terests of the landlord in the holding will be 
injuriously affected thereby otherwise than by 
the mere fixing of a fair rent.” 


It seemed to him that these words gave 
the landlord the full amount of protec- 
tion which the noble Earl could desire 
for him. 

Tue Eart or ARRAN acknowledged 
the courtesy of the noble Marquess for 
taking into consideration the mistake 
made in reference to this sub-section. 
He would just like to say that, though 
that was one of the objections put before 
him as to the clause, it was not the chief 


one, which was the permission to sub- | 


divide at all. If he was in order, he 
would suggest that the consideration of 
the matter might be pué off for an hour 
or two, or until a later stage of the Bill. 
[ Ministerial cries of “No,no!”| Under 


all the circumstances he would be disposed | 


to accept the proposition made—[“ hear, 
hear !”|—but he thought the words 
“consent in writing” by the landlord 
might be inserted. [“ No, no!”] Did 
he understand the noble Marquess to 
consent to this 4 

*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said it would be impossible to accept 
those words. As he was advised, the 
clause was intended to deal with cases 
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of joint tenancy where the tenants held 
in a sort of rundale, and where a de facto 
division of the holding had taken place, 
each tenant taking a section of the 
holding but remaining liable for the 
rent of the whole. It would be an 
unheard-of thing that the consent of the 
landlord in writing to the division of the 
holding should be obtained. If that 
was stipulated, the effect would be to 
render the clause absolutely nugatory. 

THe Eart or ARRAN said that, as 
he understood the clause, it would only 
ceme into effect where tenants occupied 
separate portions. He did not under- 
stand that rundale would be affected 
by it. 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the original tenancy would have 
been a joint tenancy, and the tenants 
would subsequently have divided it 
among themselves. 

Viscount DE VESCI appealed to the 

Government to postpone the sub-section 


| to a later stage in order that it might be 


more fully understood. [** No, no! ”] 

Lorp MONTEAGLE also made an 
aj/peal that the matter might be post- 
poned. 

THE LORD CHANCELLOR put 
the Question that the sub-section, as 
amended, be reinstated, and declared 
“The Contents have it.” Immediately 
several Lords exclaimed, “ Not-content!” 
and, after the lapse of a few seconds, 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR, ad- 
dressing the Earl of Arran, said, “ Do I 
understand the noble Lord to challenge 
a Division?” 

Tue Eart or ARRAN: Yes. 

The House was cleared for a Divi- 
sion, but, on the Question again being 

ut, 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR de- 


clared, ‘‘ The Contents have it.” 


Sub-section ordered to be re-inserted. 
Clause 6,— 


EXCLUSION BY SUB-LETTING OF HOLDING. 


(1) For the purpose of the I.and Law Acts, the 
tenant of a holding shall be deemed to be in 
bona fide occupation thereof notwithstanding— 


(2) that any dwelling-house on the holding, 
not being the dwelling in which the 
tenant for the time being resides, and 
not having been erected by the tenant 
in breach of his contract of tenancy or 
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of a statutory condition, is sublet to or 
in the occupation of another person ; 
or 


(bd) that any other part of the holding is, 
otherwise than in breach of the con- 
tract of tenancy or of a statutory 
condition, sublet to or in the occupa- 
tion of another person, if the sub-letting 
was made before the passing of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, or, if it 
was substantially in substitution for a 
letting existing at that date ; provided 
that the amount of land so sub-let shall 
not exceed one-eighth of the holding, 
nor one statute acre for each house or 
allotment, nor five acres in the aggre- 
gate. 

Provided also that— 


(i) for the purpose of the foregoing pro- 
visions of this section, a breach of the 
contract of tenancy shall not be 
deemed to have taken place if the 
landlord waived such breach ; 


(ii) the foregoing provisions of this section 
shall not apply unless the Court think 
it reasonable to entertain the applica- 
tion having regard to the acreage of 
the holding and to any other matter 
which they think should be taken into 
consideration, and the Court may 
entertain the application notwithstand- 
ing that any such house or part of a 
holding is occupied by a person to 
whom it has been sub-let in contraven- 
tion of Section two of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881. 
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Tue Eart or ARRAN moved, in 
paragraph (a), Sub-section (1), after the 
word “condition,” to insert the words“ or 
enactment.” He said the Amendment 
was intended to provide that the sub- 
letting referred to in the clause should not 
include sub-letting contrary to the Act 
of 1881. 

*Lorp ASHBOURNE said the intro- 
duction of the word “enactment” in 
line 2 did not appear necessary, and in 
line 5, as the next Amendment proposed 
would be contradictory of the later 
words of the clause. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


THE Eart or ARRAN said he would 
also ask leave to withdraw the next 
Amendment, namely, after the word 
“condition” to insert the word “ enact- 
ment.” 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


THE Eart or ARRAN moved, in 
paragraph (b), Sub-section (1), after the 
word “ person,” to insert the words :— 


“unless it be shown that such sub-letting 
was made by the tenant for the purpose of 
making a profit by the sub-letting, or not 
solely for the due cultivation of his holding 
n hed 


(2.) Where a part of the property held under and 


one demise is sub-let, and the property was let 
to the tenant subject to the tenancy of some 
other person in the part sub-let, the Court may, 
in any case to which Sub-section (1) of this 
section does not apply, direct that the part so 
sub-let shall thenceforth be, or if it is an incor- 
poreal hereditament be treated as,a separate 
holding, and (unless the application to the Court 
is made on the expiraticn ofa lease) that the 
same shall be held during the continuance of the 
tenancy at such rent as the Court determine to 
be the proper proportion of the rent reserved by 
the demise, and the Court may fix a fair rent for 
the remainder of the property held under the 
demise, and the Land Law Acts as amended by 
this Act shall apply to that remainder, as if it 
were a separate holding. 


Provided that, if the landlord so elect, the 
Court shall, in any case to which this sub-section 
applies, order that the tenant of the part so 
sub-let shall be the tenant of such landlord as his 
immediate landlord. 


(3.) The sub-letting of any such dwelling- 
house as is referred toin Sub-section (1) (a) of 
this section during the continuance of a 
statutory term or after its expiration shall not 
be deemed to be a breach of any statutory con- 
dition, nor shall the Second section of the Land 
Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, apply to any such 
sub-letting, whether made before or after pass- 
ing of this Act. 





He said he understood that the object 
of this clause was to prevent sub-letting 
being made for purposes of profit—that 
the sub-letting should be confined to 
what was necessary for the due cultiva- 
tion of the holding. But as the clause 
now stood, he believed there was nothing 
in it to prevent the tenant building 
dwelling-houses on his holding not neces- 
sary to its due cultivation and letting 
them out for profit. None of those 
houses would be under the clause. It 
seemed to him that a tenant in this way 
might build and sub-let any number of 
houses on his holding without any 
regard to the area specified. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said he feared the Amendment would 
narrow the operation of the section more 
than was desirable. The effect of the 
Amendment would be to render it im- 
possible for a farmer to sub-let a cottage 
except to a labourer on the farm. Let 
them take the case, for example, of an 
arable farm which had been laid down 
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to grass. A number of cottages appro- 
priate to an arable farm might be built 
on that farm, but the same number of 
houses would cease to be appropriate 
when the farm was laid down to grass. 
Why should not one of those cottages 
be sub-let to a suitable tenant ? 

Tue Eart or ARRAN said he had 
in his mind that under the clause the 
tenant might be able to build a villa on 
his holding in the proximity of a town, 
the effect of which might be to prevent 
the landlord ever resuming the land for 
building purposes. 

Lorp HARLECH thought that if 
they allowed any number of cottages to 
be erected on a farm, they would soon 
have to put the Congested Districts Act 
into force. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said that the erection of such buildings 
as the noble Earl contemplated would be 
a breach of the statutory condition. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*THoeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to transpose Sub-section(3),placing 
it before Sub-section (2). 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 8,— 


TURBARY AND OTHER PROFITS, EASEMENTS, 
AND PRIVILEGES. 


Where on an application to fix the fair rent 
for a holding it is proved to the Court that the 
tenant of the holding, by virtue of his tenancy, 
has by the permission of the landlord been 
accustomed to exercise any privilege over land 
belonging to the landlord, the withholding of 
which privilege would materially diminish the 
value of the holding to the tenant, the landlord 
shall be required to elect whether he will or will 
not allow the tenant to exercise as of right 
during the statutory term, under the same 
restrictions and conditions as theretofore, that 
which he previously exercised by permission, 
and, if the landlord consents to so allow, such 
exercise shall be secured to the tenant by the 
order fixing the fair rent, and if the landlord 
refuses to so allow, the fair rent shall be fixed 
having regard to such refusal. 


THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, after the word “ theretofore,” to 
insert the words “or such other restric- 
tions and conditions as may be agreed on 
by the landlord and tenant.” He said that 
this and the following Amendment were 
additions to the new clause with regard 
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to turbary and easements. They had 
not provided for the enforcement of 
necessary regulations for the exercise of 
these privileges, and the two Amendments 
enabled the Court to make arrangements 
for their being exercised in a manner 
consistent with the interests of the estate 
and consistent with the practice and 
usage which had hitherto b2en followed. 
{** Hear, hear ! ”] 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, at the end of the clause, to insert 
the following new Sub-section :— 


“ (2.) Where an Order securing the exercise of 
any such privilege is so made, the Court, during 
the continuance of the statutory term, may, upon 
the application of the landlord or of any other 
tenant exercising the like privilege, restrain the 
tenant from exercising the privilege in any 
manner than that authorised by the Order or by 
any reasonable regulations of the landlord made 
in pursuance of the Order.”’ 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 9,— 


LETTINGS BY PERSONS NOT ABSOLUTE 
OWNERS. 


(1.) The Land Law Acts shall apply and be 
deemed to have always applied in the case of 
tenancies created by a limited owner or by a 
mortgagor or mortgagee in possession, and the 
tenancies shall not be or be deemed to have been 
determined (except in the case of fraud or col- 
lusion or a letting at a gross undervalue) by the 
cesser of the interest or possession of such 
limited owner, mortagor or mortgagee, and the 
person entitled on such cesser to receive the rent 
of the holding shall stand in the relation of 
landlord to the tenant of the holding, and have 
the rights and be subject to the obligations of 
landlord accordingly. 


(2.) Provided that, where a fair rent has been 
fixed after the passing of this Act in the case of 
a tenancy to which this section applies, the 
person entitled on the said cesser to receive the 
rent of the holding may, within the prescribed 
time after becoming entitled to receive such 
rent, apply to the Court in the prescribed man- 
ner, and the Court, after giving such person and 
the tenant of the holding an opportunity of being 
heard, may proceed as follows :— 


(a) if of opinion that by reason of a fine or 
premium having been paid the rent was 
reduced, or that otherwise the fair rent 
fixed was unreasonable, the Court, may 
vary the fair rent; and 


(5) if of opinion that a fair rent ought not 
to have been fixed, the Court shall 
declare that the said person and the 
tenant shall be in the same position as 
if this section had not been enacted. 
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(3.) This section shall not apply to a tenancy 
created by a limited owner in a holding the 
substantial pait of which at the date of the 
letting wes demesne land, where the mansion- 
house is let with such demesne land, or the 
application of the Land Law Acts to the ten- 
ancy would materially diminish the value as a 
residence of the mansion-house situate on and 
theretofore occupied with the demesne. 


*Tuoe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, in Sub-section (2), to leave out the 
words— 


“has been fixed after the passing of this 
Act,’’ and to insert the words “has, after the 
passing of this Act, been fixed for the first 
time.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 10,— 


TENANCY NOT INVALIDATED BY REASON 
OF SUB-LETTING BY LANDLORD. 


A contract of tenancy entered into, whether 
before or after the commencement of this Act, 
by a landlord in violation, either of the Act of 
the seventh year of the reign of King George 
the Fourth, chapter twenty-nine, intituled ‘‘An 
Act to amend the law of Ireland respecting the 
assignment and sub-letting of lands and tene- 
ments,”’ or of an agreement against subletting 
in his lease, shall not as between him and the 
tenant holding under such contract be, or be 
deemed to have been, void or voidable, and a 
superior landlord shall be deemed to have 
expressed a sufficient consent, in the manner in 
which the consent is required by law to be 
expressed to a sub-letting made in violation of 
such’ Act or agreement, unless within a reason- 
able time after the sub-letting came to the 
knowledge of himself, or his agent, he served 
on the lessee or sub-tenant notice of his dissent 
from the sub-letting, or instituted a proceeding 
against the lessee founded upon the said 
violation. 


{LORDS} 





Lorpv MONTEAGLE moved, after 
the words “of this Act by,” to leave | 
out the word “a” and to insert the) 
words “an immediate.” He had put) 
down the Amendment merely for the | 
purpose of raising a drafting question | 
which he put to the noble Marquess-in 
Committee. To the ordinary layman he | 
thought it would appear obvious that 
the words “landlord ” in the second line | 
of the clause and “ lessee” in the last 
line but two, which words seemed to) 
refer to the same person, would be more | 
conveniently covered by one expression. | 
He therefore suggested the insertion of | 
the words “an immediate landlord ” in| 
both cases. In both cases the middle-| 
man was the person referred to. 
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*TnHe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
admitted that at first sight the wording 
was a little puzzling, but he had had 
the point inquired into, and he was 
assured the wording of the clause was 
perfectly correct as it now stood. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 15,-— 


EJECTMENTS FOR NONPAYMENT OF RENT 
IN CASE OF HOLDINGS UNDER LAND 
LAW ACTS. 


In the case of any ejectment which shall be 
or has been brought for the nonpayment of the 
rent of a holding to which the Land Law Acts 
as amended by this Act apply, where the rent 
in arrear exceeds two years’ rent, the tenant may 
pay, tender, deposit, or iodge, under sections 
sixty to seventy-one of the Landlord and 
Tenant Law Amendment Act (Ireland), 1860, 
the sum of two years’ rent instead of the sums 
therein respectively required to be _ paid, 
tendered, deposited, or lodged, and upon such 
tender, payment, deposit, or lodgment, the 
tenant shall be in the same position under those 
sections as if two years’ rent were the sum due 
for rent up to the gale day preceding such 
tender, payment, deposit, or lodgment ; and the 
balance of the rent due to such gale day shall 
be recoverable by the landlord as if the same 
were a debt due to him by the occupying 
tenant, but shall not be recovered by ejectment 
for nonpayment of rent or distress. Provided, 
however, that this section shall not apply to 
any proceeding in ejectment in which an Order 
has been or shall be made under the Thirtieth 
section of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, 
nor to any arrears of rent the subject of any 
such Order. 


Viscount DE VESCI moved, after 
the words “sum of two years’ rent,” to 
insert the words—- 


“together with the costs on the undertaking 
in respect thereof by the said Act required.” 


The Amendment was practically the 
same he moved in Committee when 
the Government promised to consider 
the matter by Report. In all legis- 
lation subsequent to 1860, costs were 
expressly mentioned, and he thought 
it would be satisfactory if the noble 
Marquess could consent to the insertion 
of the words. 

*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
said he was told the clause as it stood 
met his noble Friend’s object, but they 
were willing to insert words which would 
render the point no longer doubtful. In 
line 26 he proposed to insert after the 
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word “lodged” the words “in respect of 
the rent and arrears exclusive of the) 
costs” ; and after the word “ however ” | 
in line 27 the words, as a new section, 
“but nothing herein contained shall re- | 
lieve the tenant from paying or under-| 
taking to pay costs as provided in the 
sub-section.” 

Viscount DE VESCI asked leave to} 
withdraw his Amendment 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved after the word “ lodged ” to insert 
the words “in respect of rent and arrears 
exclusive of the costs.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to insert after the words “ Pro- 
vided, however” as a new sub-section, 
the words — 

(2.) “But nothing herein contained shall | 


relieve the tenant from paying or undertaking | 
to pay costs as provided in the sub-section.” 
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Tue Eart or PORTSMOUTH, to put 


himself in order, formally moved the 
following sub-section :-— 


“ Provided, however, that, in the case of any 
holding comprised in an estate upon which the 
usage known as hanging gale or gales prevails, 
such gale or gales of rent shall not for the pur- 
pose of this section be deemed to be rent in 
arrear and shall not be affected by anything 
contained in this section.” 


The present effect of the clause would 
in the case of many estates—large es- 
tates—which had been most kindly 
managed, be that in order to protect 
themselves the landlords would have to 
take short proceedings against their 
tenants. The object of all Irish land 
legislation was to, wherever possible, 
recognise customs and not to put land- 
lords and tenants in any prejudiced 
position because of prevailing customs. 

*THoe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
said the clause was not drafted with 
any ideaof interfering with the customary 
arrangements between landlord and ten- 
ant peculiar to different estates, but he 


| thought it quite possible that the noble 


Amendment agreed to. 


THe Eart or PORTSMOUTH re- 
gretted that his noble Friend had not 
been able to insert in the clause some 
words which would have the effect of 
saving the hanging gale in the case of a 
great number of estates. As the clause 
now stood a landlord would be compelled 
where a tenant owed one year’s rent im- 
mediately to take ejectment proceedings. 
This morning he received a letter from 
Lord Carlingford, in which that nobleman 
said the effect would be very mischievous, 
not so much in the interest of the land- 
lord, but in the interest of the tenants. 
[‘ Hear, hear!”] On Lord Carlingford’s 
estate there had been the custom of a 
hanging gale for one year, and the noble 
Lord looked with considerable apprehen- 
sion on the very invidious position in 
which he would now be placed, for he 
would be practically compelled, at the 
very moment a tenant owed him one 
year’s rent, to issue ejectment pro- 
ceedings. The clause would result in 


hardship to a large class of tenants 
throughout Ireland. 

Tae LORD CHANCELLOR re- 
minded the noble Earl that there was no 


Lord was right in believing that the 
clause would have a certain effect upon 
those estates where it had been usual to 
collect rent six months or 12 months in 
arrear. He had considered carefully 
whether it was possible to devise any 
means of meeting these cases, but he 
found it entirely impossible to do so with- 
out running counter to what he conceived 
to be the avowed intention of the clause. 
The intention of the clause was that, 
where a tenant owed a considerable 
number of years’ rent, he should be 
allowed to tender two years’ arrears in 
in so far as proceedings by ejectment 
payment, and that thereupon he should, 
for non-payment of rent were concerned, 
be discharged of all liability, except in 
respect of earlier arrears, which his land- 
lord could recover from him, not by 
ejectment for non-payment of rent, but 
by the remedies of an ordinary creditor. 
If they had attempted in this clause so 
to arrange matters that the tenant on 
coming out of court, and after paying 
two years’ arrears to his landlord, still 
had attached to him the liability for an 
arrear of twelve months under the head 
of what was commonly known as the 
hanging gale, they would, he conceived, 





Amendment before the House. 
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clause. The noble Lord might be correct 
in saying that the effect of the change in 
the law might in some cases be to drive 
landlords to insist upon more punctual 
payment of the tenants’ obligations. If 
that led to any hardship or ill-feeling no 
one would, he was sure, regret it more 
than the noble Lord or himself, but he 
had found it quite impossible to alter the 
clause in the direction the noble Earl 
suggested. 


Lorp HARLECH thought the case 
might be met by inserting “ three years ” 
for “two years.” That would include 
any hanging gale there might be. [A 
laugh. | 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 18,— 


AMENDMENT AS TO MORTGAGE OR 
SETTLEMENT OF HOLDINGS. 


The alienation to one person only of a holding 
by way of mortgage, or family settlement, or 
where marriage forms a portion of the con- 
sideration, or otherwise than for consideration 
in money or money’s worth, shall be subject to 
the provisions of Sub-section six of Section one 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, but shall 
not in other respects be deemed a sale within 
the meaning of that section. 


*THe Marqurss or LANSDOWNE 
moved to insert the words :— 


“subject to the provisions of Sub-section six of 
Section one of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, 
but shall not in other respects be deemed a sale 
within the meaning of that section,” 


and to insert instead thereof the words :— 


“a sale within the meaning of section one of 
the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, but the pro- 
visions of the several sub-sections thereof other 
than Sub-section (6), shall not apply thereto.”’ 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 2,— 


GROUND OF APPEAL TO BE STATED. 


Rules under Section 50 of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881, may provide that, subject 
to the qualifications (if any) contained in those 
rules, every notice of appeal under the Land 
Law Acts shall state the grounds of appeal, and 
on the hearing of the appeal no grounds of 
appeal shall, save by leave of the court, be 
entered into except those so stated. For the 
purpose of this section, “appeal” includes 
“‘ rehearing.” 


Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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Tue Eart or BELMORE moved to 


leave out the words, ‘for the purpose of 
this section ‘appeal’ includes ‘rehearing.’” 
Under the clause as it stood the appel- 
lant was bound to state the grounds of 
appeal, and on the hearing of the appeal 
to confine himself to the grounds stated. 
This provision was calculated to increase 
costs by compelling the appellant to get 
his appeal stated by counsel. The effect 
of his Amendment would be to enable 
the appellant to bring up other points, 
particularly points of law. 

*THe LORD CHANCELLOR oF 
IRELAND (Lorp Asnpourne) said his 
noble Friend was labouring under an 
erroneous impression as to the effect of 
the clause. The word “appeal” by 
itself was too narrow, and it was desir- 
able to deal with all forms of re-hearings 
and appeals to the Land Commission. 
His noble Friend seemed to be under the 
impression that additional cost would be 
incurred by the appellant being compelled 
to state the heads of his appeal. But 
that was done now, and there was no 
reason to anticipate any addition to the 
cost. 


Amendment by leave withdrawn. 
Clause 28,— 


AS TO GUARANTEE DEPOSIT. 


(1.) The Land Commission, on making an 
advance, may dispense with the whole or any 
part of the guarantee deposit being made or 
retained if they think the security for the repay- 
ment of the advance is sufficient without it. 


(2.) The Land Commission may, if they think 
fit, on application, pay to the person entitled 
thereto the whole or any part of the guarantee 
deposit made or retained in respect of advances 
under the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, 
except in a case where any part of the deposit 
has been actually applied in pursuance of the 
Land Purchase Acts. 


(3.) In the case of any advance made other- 
wise than under the Purchase of Land ({reland) 
Act, 1891, the Land Commission may pay out 
of the guarantee deposit to the person entitled 
thereto a sum equal to the portion of the ad- 
vance which at the end of any decade is ascer- 
tained under the provisions of this Act to have 
been repaid. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (2) after “ Pur- 
chase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891,” to 


insert “or the Redemption of Rent 
(Ireland) Act, 1891.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
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THe Marquress oF LANSDOWNE 


also moved to insert the same words 
“1891” in Sub-section (3.) 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 30,— 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF 
INTERESTS. 


(1.) Where any land has been sold under the 
Land Purchase Acts, as amended by this Act, 
or where a lessor or grantor has signified his 
consent to the Redemption of Rent (Ireland) 
Act, 1891, a Land Judge may, if he think 
fit, order that the sale of such land, or the sale 
consequent on the lodgment of such consent, as 
the case may be, shall be made discharged from 
superior interests as defined by this section or 
from any of them, and in every such case the 
land shall be vested accordingly, and such 
superior interests, or the value thereof, shall 
become a lien upon, and to be redeemed or 
satisfied out of the purchase money of such 
land. 


SUPERIOR 


(2.) The powers of apportionment given to 
the Land Commission by Section ten of the 
Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1885, and 
Section sixteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1887, shall extend to superior interests and be 
exercised in such manner as shall appear equit- 
able, and shall not be limited to an apportion- 
ment between the land sold and the residue of 
the land subject to the superior interest. 


(3.) The price or compensation to be paid in 
respect of a superior interest, or of any appor- 
tioned part thereof, shall be determined in the 
manner provided by Sub-section (3) of Section 
sixteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, 
for the redemption of annuities, rent-charges, 
and rents: Provided that, if a Land Judge is of 
opinion that any such superior interest is of no 
appreciable value to the persons entitled thereto, 
the purchase money of the land may be dis- 
tributed without regard to such superior 
interest. 

(4.) If a superior interest, or the benefit 
arising thereunder, is settled land within the 
meaning of the Settled Land Act, 1882 to 1890, 
the person who constitutes the tenant for life, 
or who has the powers of a tenant for life under 
those Acts, shall have power to enter into any 
consent in relation to the sale being made dis- 
charged from such superior interest, and to the 
redemption or satisfaction of the same out of 
purchase money. 


(5.) Where a superior interest is subject to an 
incumbrance as defined by the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1887, the Land Judge shall, for 
the purpose of distribution of the price or com- 
pensation payable in respect of such superior 
interest, have the same powers as if such in- 
cumbrance had been charged directly upor the 
land sold. 

(6.) Superior interest shall include any rent, 
rent charge, annuity, fees, duties, or services 
payable or to be rendered in respect of the land 
sold to any person, including Her Majesty and 
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Her successors, and any exceptions, reservations, 
covenants, conditions, or agreements contained 
in any fee-farm grant, or other conveyance in 
fee, or lease under which such land is held, 
and, if such land is held under a lease for lives 
or years, renewable for ever, or for a term of 
years of which not less than sixty are unexpired 
at the date of the sale, shall include any rever- 
sion or estate expectant on the determination 
of such lease or expiration of such term, and 
notwithstanding that such reversion or estate 
may be vested in Her Majesty and Her 
successors. 

(7.) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
rights of the public or of any class of the public 
in respect of the land sold, or the rights of any 
person or persons in respect of the waters of 
any stream or watercourse or of any right of 
way. 

(8.) The Land Commission or the High Court 
shall not in any case be empowered to make any 
further requisition as to title than a purchaser 
would be entitled to make under the Vendor 
and Purchaser Act, 1874, or any Act amending 
the same. 


*Toe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (1) to leave out the 
words “a Land Judge may, if he think 
fit, order that.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THE Marquess of LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (1) to leave out the 
word “from,” (‘from superior  in- 
terests,”) and to insert instead thereof 
the word “all.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved at the end of Sub-section (1) to 
insert the full and new Sub-section. 


“92. A vesting order shall be subject to such 
exceptions and reservations as are specified in the 
order, if they were contained in the agreement 
for purchase or subsequently agreed to by the 
veudorand purchaser and have been approved 
by the Land Commission, and the Land Com- 
mission are satisfied that the effect of such ex- 
ceptions and reservations was explained to and 
understood by the purchaser, or the purchaser is 
represented by a solicitor other than the solicitor 
of the vendor.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (3) to leave out the 
words “a Land Judge is,” and to insert 
instead thereof the words ‘“ the Court 
are.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
N 
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*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (5) to leave out the 
words “ LandJudge,” and toinsert instead 
thereof the word “ Court.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to insert at the begining of Sub- 
section (6) the words “ the expression.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*Tuoe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (6) after the words 
“successors, and any,” to insert the 
word “ estate.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (8) to leave out 
the words “further requisition as to 
title than a purchaser would be entitled 
to make under,” and to insert instead 
thereof the words “ requisition as to title, 
the making of which by a purchaser 
would be prevented by.” 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 31,— 


FRAMING OF AND DISPENSING WITH VEST™ 
ING ORDER AND REGISTRATION OF 
TITLE ON PURCHASE. 


(1.) The Land Commission shall prepare the 
vesting order, or if they see fit to dispense there- 
with, shall fiat the agreement for the purchase 
of the holding, subject to such conditions, ex- 
ceptions, and modifications as they think 
necessary; and on the advance being paid into 
the High Court, such fiat shall have effect as if 
it were a vesting order made by the Commis- 
sion in relation to the holding purchased, and 
the provisions of this Act referring to vesting 
orders shall apply and be construed accordingly. 

(2.) The Land Commission shall, immediately 
after the vesting order or fiat, prepare and 
transmit to the registering authority under the 
Local Registration of Title (Ireland) Act, 1891, 
the prescribed particulars as to the holding, in 
order that the title of the purchaser to the 
ownership of the holding may be registered 
pursuant to that Act. 

(3.) Section thirty-four of the said Act (which 
relates to the correction and rectification of the 
register) shall extend to a vesting order or fiat 
as if it were the register, save that the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court for the purposes of this Act 
shall be exercised by the Land Commission. 

(4.) An agreement for purchase, a vesting 
order, or fiat, shall not operate to convert the 
interest of the purchaser into real estate. 


Lorpv INCHIQUIN moved to omit 
Sub-section (1)... He thought it would be 
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better for all concerned that the land- 
lord’s solicitor, who was certain to be 
fully acquainted with all the circum- 
stances of the holding, should continue 
to prepare the vesting order. If the 
duty of preparing it were thrown upon 
the Land Commission, they would have 
to summon the solicitor to the vendor in 
each case—which would increase the 
| costs—and they would have to engage a 
large staff of additional clerks to do the 
work. 


*Tuoe LORD CHANCELLOR or IRE- 


noble Lord proposed to omit was inserted 
by the Government in order to facilitate 
|and quicken, and it might be cheapen, 
\the purchase operations of the Land 
‘Commission. It was found that the pre- 
sent arrangement, by which the solicitor 
to the vendor provided the vesting order, 
was sometimes the cause of delay, as the 
Land Commission had to wait until the 
solicitor brought in the vesting order. 
It had been found necessary that the 
preparation of the vesting order should 
be made more rapid; but the change 
proposed would not dispense the solici- 
tors of the parties from the duty of see- 
ing that the vesting order was in proper 
shape. He could not see that the pro- 
posal would lead to any increase of cost, 
and it would certainly lead to a sub- 
stantial decrease of delay. As to the 
fiat, the Land Commission would only 
proceed by fiat when the vesting order 
was dispensed with; and as the whole 
proceedings were in the hands of com- 
petent lawyers, the fiat would never be 
substituted for the vesting order unless 
it was desirable. 

Lorp INCHIQUIN thought it would 
lead to much less trouble if the vesting 
order were left to the landlord’s solicitor. 
But, of course, the noble and learned 
Lord’s statement altered the case, and he 
should not press the Amendment. 

Lorp MACNAGHTEN suggested the 
addition of some words which would in- 
dicate that it was the duty of the Land 
Commission to prepare the vesting order 
with reasonable dispatch. There was 
nothing in the clause to put any time 
limit to the task. 

*Tur LORD CHANCELLOR or IRE- 
LAND thought the words suggested 
would be unnecessary. 





Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Clause 32, 


AS TO REDEMPTION OR APPORTIONMENT 
OF ANNUITIES, RENT-CHARGES, ETC., 
UNDER 50 anv 51 Vic., c. 33, ss. 
15, 16. 

(1.) For the purpose of the distribution of, or 
other dealing with, an advance paid into the 
High Court under this Act, Sections 15 and 16 of 
the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, and any 
other unrepealed enactment in the Land Pur- 
chase Acts, or this Act, relating to the redemp- 
tion or apportionment of charges on holdings, 
or otherwise to the distribution of the purchase- 
money of a holding, shall apply as if the High 
Court were the Land Commission and the 
money paid into that Court were the holding. 

(2.) Where any annuity, rent-charge, or rent, 
ordered under the said sections to be redeemed 
is subject to any incumbrance as defined by the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, the High Court 
shall have the same power in relation to that 
incumbrance under the said Section 15 as that 
Court would have if the incumbrance were 
charged upon the land sold. 


(3.) For the purpose of an agreement respect- 
ing the redemption price of any annuity, rent- 
charge, or rent apportioned under the said 
Section 16, the High Court may determine the 
parties by whom such agreement may be made 
or by whom the consent may be given for the 
determination of the price by the High Court. 

(4.) The said sections, as amended by this 
section, shall apply to any contingent liability 
for any annuity, rent-charge, or rent, in like 
manner as they apply to the annuity, rent- 
charge, or rent itself, and where any contingent 
liability has no appreciable value, the money 
may be distributed without regard to such 
liability. 

Amendments made :—Words in Sub- 
section (1) “paid into the High Court 
under this Act” struck out; words in 
Sub-section (1) “the High Court were 
the Land Commission, and the money 
paid into that Court” omitted, and 
words “the money” inserted instead 
thereof ; word “ High” struck out from 
Sub-section (2) and Sub-section (3) ; 
word “contingent,” occurring twice in 
Sub-section (4), struck out.—(Marquess 
of Lansdowne.) 


*THeE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved to insert the following new sub- 
section :— 


“(5.) Where any liability for any annuity, 
rent-charge, or rent is apportioned and redeemed 
out of the purchase-money and a right of 
indemnity in respect of such. liability exists, the 
person entitled to the purchase-money shall be 
entitled to the proportion of the annuity, rent- 
charge, or rent so redeemed, in like manner as 
if he had purchased the same, and the Court, 
after due notice to all persons interested, shall 
make provision as to the future payment of such 
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portion of the annuity, rent-charge, or rent so 
purchased, and as to the land to be liable 
thereto, and such other provisions as appear to 
the Court necessary for carrying into effect this 
enactment.” 


Lorp MACNAGHTEN asked whether 
this sub-section was necessary? It was 
very complicated, and had the curious 
effect of compelling the man who sold to 
buy an annuity. He was not at all sure 
that the Land Commission would have 
jurisdiction over the person with whom 
it was proposed to deal—not the land- 
lord or the tenant, but some person who 
was indemnifying the land from the 
rent-charge. 

*THoe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND said that the clause had 
been drawn by those specially competent 
to deal with the question. He was 
assured that the clause was necessary 
and workable. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp INCHIQUIN moved, to leave 
out Clause 32, as he was informed that 
it was practically provided for by the 
new Clause 30. 

*Tue LORD CHANCELLOR or IRE- 
LAND: It is not all provided for. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 33,— 


AS TO EASEMENTS, ETC., WHEN VESTING 
ORDER IS MADE. 


(1.) A holding vested in a purchaser by a 
vesting order under this Act shall continue to 
have appurtenant thereto and to be subject to, 
as the case may be, any previously existing 
easements, rights, and appurtenances ; and any 
privilege previously in fact enjoyed, whether 
by permission of the landlord or otherwise, in 
such manner and for such time that, if the 
holding had belonged to a different owner- from 
the rest of the estate, it would have been an 
easement or right, shall be an easement or right 
within the meaning of this section, and shall be 
appurtenant to or exercisable over the holding, 
as the case may be. 


(2.) The vesting order may, if the Land Com- 
mission think fit, declare that the sale is made 
subject to or free from any particular easement, 
right or appurtenance, and such declaration 
shall have full effect. 


(3.) This section shall extend to any sale on 
declaration of title made by the Land Judge in 
pursuance of the Landed Estates Court (Ireland) 
Act, 1858, in like manner as if it were herein 
re-enacted with the necessary modifications. 
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Lorp INCHIQUIN moved, at the 
end of the clause, to insert the words,— 


“Provided, however, that this section shall 
not apply to any privilege enjoyed by per- 
mission of the landlord, or otherwise over lands 
in the occupation of such landlord.” 





He said that it would be exceedingly 
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his tenants. This was a reciprocal 
clause. From its construction it would 
be seen that if the tenant had over his 
own farm certain rights in the habit of 
being used by other people, they were 
preserved against him, and this was to 
be borne in mind. 


Lorp MACNAGHTEN said this was 


obnoxious to the landlord if the words} not confined to easements but rights. 
of the clause were extended over land | What rights were in contemplation of 
which he had in his occupation after the | the authors of the Act? What was the 
tenancy had ceased. /meaning of “ shall be appurtenant to or 
Tue Eart or BELMORE said that’ shall be exercisable over the holding ” ¢ 
this was the clause on which her Ma-' *THe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
jesty’s Government obtained the solitary IRELAND said the words were intended 
victory on Friday. He then moved an | 'to deal with the double aspect of the 
Amendment which was consequential to| matter. If the tenant was in the habit 
the striking out of Clause 8 and the sub- | | of using them he was to retain them, 
stitution of another clause. The present | but if other people were in the habit of 
Amendment provided that, if a landlord | exercising rights over his land they were 
had sold a farm to one of his tenants, | to retain those rights. 
and that tenant had had the privilege of | 
cutting bog, for instance, the landlord | 
should be at liberty to reserve to himself | 
his own bog, having no longer any con-| THe Eart or ARRAN moved, in 
nection with the tenant. 'Sub-section (1), after the words “ pur- 
*TuE LORD CHANCELLOR or IRE- | chaser shall,” to insert the words “ in the 
LAND said that the Amendment was | event of the sale being carried out.” He 
out of keeping with the structure of the said that in the Act of 1888 this pro- 
clause. If a tenant had enjoyed rights vision existed, and the vendor was dis- 
or easements over a property owned by |charged from all liability in respect of 
someone not his own landlord for a cer-|rent and arrears from the date of the 
tain number of years, he would have a/ conveyance being sanctioned. He sub- 
legal title to those easements. But, in| mitted that it was necessary that the 
consequence of the law of common owner- | words of the Amendment should be in- 
ship, the tenant would have no legal | serted. 
title if the property were that of hisown| *THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
landlord. This was felt to be a hardship.| I am assured that this is unnecessary, 
The Amendment of his noble Friend | and the point the noble Earl is anxious to 
suggested that, although it might be! safeguard is covered by the words, a few 
reasonable to give these rights over the | lines further down, “if the advance is 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


land of other tenants of the lartdlords, it | 
would not be reasonable if the lands | 
chanced to be in the occupation of the | 
landlord himself. But his noble Friend 
would see that the rights, to be good and | 
made legal, should be in use and opera- | 
tion for a great number of years, | 
sufficiently long to have given a clear | 
and absolute legal right in the event of | 
these being not over the property of the | 
same landlord, and that was thought to be 
safeguarded by the circumstance that it | 
must be upon clear recognised use going | 
back a great number of years. He did 
not think there would be any foundation 
for distinguishing lands that chanced 
to be in the occupation of the land- 
lord from those in the occupation of 


|sanctioned the tenant 


‘refused the agreement shall be void.” 

TuE Ear or ARRAN: That is not 
the point. When the sale has been 
may refuse to 
carry out his agreement. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 39,— 


SALES UNDER THE LANDED ESTATES 
COURT ACT. 


(1.) Where an absolute order for the sale of 
an estate, comprising holdings to which this 
section applies, has been made under the Landed 
Estates Court (Ireland) Act, 1858, and either a 
receiver has been appointed over the estate or 
the estate is so circumstanced that it would in- 
‘ieee of this Act be sold without the 
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consent of the owner as to price, the following 
provisions shall have effect :— 


(a.) The Land Commission shall, at the 
request of the Land Judge, cause the 
estate to be inspected, and a report to 
be made by two Commissioners re- 
specting the estate, and the circume 
stances thereof, and the price at, and 
the conditions under which, the sale of 
the holdings to the tenants under the 
Land Purchase Acts can properly be 
made. 


(6.) The Land Judge, after giving all 
parties, including the tenants, an 
opportunity of being heard, and con- 
sidering the report and any offers that 
may be made for the purchase of the 
estate or any part thereof, and any 
other matters that may be brought be- 
fore him, and the general circumstances 
of the estate, shall make to the person 
appearing to be in occupation as tenant 
of each holding on the estate, an offer 


to sell to him the fee simple of the | 


holding, and the arrears of rent then 
due from him in respect thereof, at 
such price, and subject to such condi- 
tions, whether as to the payment of 
part of the price in cash, or as to the 
offer to one tenant being conditional 
on the acceptance by other tenants of 
the offers made to them within a 
limited time, or otherwise, as the Land 


Judge may consider reasonable and | 


just, having regard to the interest of 
all persons interested in the estate. 


(c.) The offer shall be communicated in 
such manner as the Land Commission 
think fit to the person appearing to be 
in occupation as tenant, and if it is 
accepted, then, on fulfilment of the 
conditions, the said person shall be 
deemed to have agreed to purchase the 
holding within the meaning of the 
Land Purchase Acts, and the sale shall 
be completed accordingly. 


If it appears to the Land Judge that 
the tenants of holdings on the estate 
to the extent of not less than three- 
fourths in number and value according 
to the rateable value under the Irish 
Valuation Acts, have accepted the 
offers under this section, he may, if 
having regard to the circumstances of 
the case he thinks it expedient, order 
that the remaining tenants or any of 
them shall be deemed to have accepted 
the offers made to them, and this section 
and the Land Purchase Acts shall 
apply accordingly ; provided that such 
order shall not apply to any tenant if 
the purchase-money of his holding 
would exceed the limitation on the 
amount of the advance imposed by 
Section two of the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1888, and 
the holding of such tenant shall not be 
taken into consideration in estimating 
the three-fourths above mentioned. 


(a. 


na 


(e.) Subject to the prescribed rules any per- 


V 


son aggrieved by any Order of the Land 


{10 Avausr 1896} 





(Ireland) Bill. 342 


Judge made under this section may 
apply to the Court of Appeal to re-hear 
the matter, and the matter shall be re- 
heard accordingly. 

(f.) Where a receiver has been appointed 
over part of an estate this section shall 
apply to that part in like manner as if 
it were an estate. 


(g.) The foregoing provisions of this section 
shall apply only to holdings which are 
agricultural or pastoral, or partly 
agricultural and partly pastoral. 


(2.) Any person in occupation of and paying 
rent for a parcel of land (including the owner of 
an estate in occupation of a mansion-house or 
demesne forming part of the estate) held under 
a letting by the Land Judge or Receiver Judge 
may agree to purchase such parcel of land, and 
the same shall be deemed a holding and such 
person a tenant, and the Land Judge or Receiver 
Judge, as the case may be,a landlord within the 
meaning of the Land Purchase Acts. 





(3.) At any time after an absolute Order for 
the sale of an estate or part of an estate has been 
made in pursuance of the Landed Estates Court 
(Ireland) Act, 1858, the foregoing provisions of 
this section so far as they are applicable may 
upon the application of the owner be applied to 
such estate, although a receiver has not been 
appointed over the estate, and the estate is not 
so circumstanced that it would, independently 
of this Act, be sold without the consent of the 
owner as to price; provided that no advance 
shall be made to the owner to purchase any 
| mansion-house or demesne forming part of the 
| estate. 

(4.) Rules under Part two of this Act may be 
made for carrying into effect this section. 


Lorp INCHIQUIN moved, in Sub- 
section (1), to leave out the word “ either ” 
(“either a receiver”); and, further, to 
leave out the word “or” (“over the es- 
tate or”), and to insert instead thereof 
the word “and.” The noble Lord 
said the object of the Amendment was 
to confine the Order for the sales men- 
tioned in the clause to cases in which the 
estate was insolvent, There were many 
estates which were perfectly solvent, 
and if the clause remained as it was the 
Order must stand to have them sold. By 
making the alterations he suggested, the 
Court would be prevented from con- 
sidering itself justified in selling up an 
| estate which might in itself be perfectly 
‘solvent, because the clause provided that 
/on every estate where a receiver had 
‘been appointed the Court must sell. 
| Receivers were appointed in many cases 
'where the mortgage interest was in 
|arrear, or the case might be in lunacy. 
| *TuHe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
‘said there was no ground for the appre- 
‘hension expressed by the Mover of the 








343 Land Law 


Amendment. The whole section was 
covered by the words in the first line, 
‘where an absolute Order for the sale 
of the estate has been made.’’ In the 
case of an estate owned by a minor or 
lunatic that condition would not be ful- 
filled, and, moreover, he understood 
that in the case of a minor it would be 
in the custody of the Lord Chancellor, 
who would take care no improper sale of 
the estate took place. No doubt it was 
extremely difficult to distinguish be- | 
tween an estate which could be described | 
as a solvent, and one which could be 
described as an insolvent estate. The 
fact of the estate being in the charge of a 
receiver was one of the most satisfactory 
tests upon which they could depend, 
although it was not the only test. It 
was not desirable to make the alteration 
suggested. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Tue Eart or BELMORE moved, in! 
paragraph (5), Sub-section (1), to leave | 
out the word “‘shall,’’ (‘‘ shall make to} 
the person’’) and_ to insert instead 
thereof the words ‘‘ may if he think fit.’’ 
He said the effect of this would be to 
give the Land Judge discretion whether 
he would make over the estate to the 
tenant. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the alteration would change the 
drift of the clause. As he understood, 
the Judge was vested with the fullest 
discretion with regard to the conditions 
upon which the sale might be allowed to 
proceed. But when once he was satisfied 
that the conditions were just and reason- 
able, it was intended that he should 
make an offer to the tenants. If the 
Amendment were adopted, the option 
given would be of an entirely different 
kind. He might be able to say that 
certain terms and conditions were fair 
and reasonable, and at the same time it 
might be open to him to deny to the 
tenants an opportunity of buying their 
farms. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, in paragraph (b), Sub-section 
(1), to leave out the word ‘‘and’’ 
(‘‘and the arrears of rent then due,’’) 
and to insert instead thereof the words 
‘* discharged from.’’ 


{LORDS} 





Amendment agreed to. 
Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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Lorpv INCHIQUIN' moved the 
omission of paragraph (d). He re- 
marked that Irish landlords felt strongly 
that if the clause stood as it did it would 
be the first move towards compulsory 
purchase, because it provided that where 
sale was to be carried out it could be 
done compulsorily if three-fourths of the 
tenants agreed. His proposal was to 
leave that provision out, because they 
had a strong feeling that if the thin 
end of the wedge of compulsion was 
allowed to come in in this Act it would 
be used against them, and practically 
before long compulsory sale might be the 
result. 

*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
said the Government regarded this as a 
very important provision, and he thought 
the noble Lord’s fear that it might 
contain what he called the ‘‘ thin edge 
of the wedge of compulsion ’’ was with- 
out sufficient foundation. The compul- 
sion the noble Lord was apprehensive of 
was compulsion directed against the land- 
lords, and used to compel them to part 
with their estates. The compulsion which 
this clause contemplated was a certain 
amount of compulsion, not on the land- 
lords, but on a minority of the tenants in 
the interests of the majority. There 
might be a proposal for the sale of an 
estate upon equitable terms, approved 
by the Land Commission and the Land 
Judge, and greatly desired by the main 
body of the tenants. Ina case of that 
kind would it be desirable that the whole 
transaction should be brought to an end 
because a minority of the tenants hung 
back and were averse to acquiring their 
farms? The adoption of the proposal 
would go very far towards jeopardising 
the success of the clause. 

*Tue Eart or ERNE said that on 
Friday night he moved the rejection of 
the clause, and stated fully his objection 
to the principle of compulsion, the 
germs of which appeared to lie in the 
sub-section, but it appeared to be 
thought that what he regarded as a 
dangerous experiment should be carried 
out. As he did not see how it could be, 
successfully, without this sub-section, he 
appealed to his noble Friend whether it 
was worth while to press the Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Clause 46,— 


APPLICATION TO LAND COMMISSION FOR 
RE-INSTATEMENT OF TENANT OR FOR 
PURCHASE OF HOLDING. 


(1.) Where the tenancy of a holding has been 
determined at any time after the first day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
nine, the landlord or the former tenant of the 
holding, or both jointly may, within twelve 
months of the commencement of this Act, apply 
in the prescribed manner to the Land Commis- 
sion to act as mediators with a view to the re- 
instatement of the tenant in the holding or with 
a view to the purchase of the holding by the 
tenant. 

(2.) Upon any such joint application with a 
view to re-instatement, the Land Commission 
may declare the terms and conditions as to rent, 
and the payment of arrears or otherwise upon 
which they consider that it would be reasonable 
that the former tenant should be reinstated in 
the holding, and upon the parties consenting 
within the prescribed time and in the prescribed 
manner, may make an order reinstating the 
tenant in his holding upon the said terms and 
conditions. 

(3.) Upon any such joint application with a 
view to the sale of the holding, the Land Com- 
mission may declare the amount of the advance 
which they are prepared to sanction, and the 
condition (if any) to be fulfilled previously to 
the making of such advance, and upon the 
parties consenting within the prescribed time 
and in the prescribed manner, may order an 
advance subject to the said conditions in like 
manner as if an agreement had been made under 
Section thirteen of the Purchase of Land ([re- 
land) Act, 1891, as re-enacted by this Act. 

(4.) Upon such application, whether for re- 
instatement or for a sale being made by either 
the landlord or former tenant of the holding, 
the Land Commission may, if they think fit 
after making such inquiry as they think ad- 
visable, serve in the prescribed manner upon 
the party not having made the application a 
notice calling upon him to state whether he 
consents to the application being treated as a 
joint application, and if the party so served does 
not within the prescribed time after such service 
object, a joint application within the meaning 
of the section shall be deemed to have been 
made for reinstatement or for « sale, as the 
case may be, and the Land Commission may 
thereupon proceed under that section accord- 
ingly. 

(5.) Every Order under this section shall be 
binding upon all persons, and be final and 
conclusive. 

(6.) An Order under this section shall not be 
made in the case of a holding which, on the first 
day of January One thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-six, was in the occupation of a tenant. 

(7.) For the purposes of this section, the 
expression “former tenant” shall include the 
personal representative of the former tenant. 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved in Sub-section (7), after the words 
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“ shall include the,” to insert the words 
“heir or”; and after the word “ repre- 
sentative,” to insert the words “as the 
case may be.” 


Amendments agreed to. 
Clause 48,— 


SAVING OF ULSTER TENANT RIGHT 
CUSTOM, 


Nothing herein contained shall prejudice or 
affect any right, benefit, or presumption exer- 
cised or enjoyed under or by virtue of the Ulster 
tenant right custom or any usage corresponding 
thereto. 


*Tne Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out the word “ herein,” 
and to insert instead thereof the words 
“in this Act.” 


Amendment agreed to, 
Clause 49,— 


APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF PARTS 
OF ACT. 


(1.) Part One of this Act shall, save as is by 
this Act expressly provided, apply to every 
proceeding pending at the commencement of 
this Act. 

(2.) The provisions of this Act with respect 
to a vesting order shall not apply to proceedings 
in respect of an advance sanctioned before the 
commencement of this Act, or of any agreement 
for the purchase of a term of years made before 
the commencement of this Act, and the enact- 
ments relative to such proceedings shall con- 
tinue to apply, notwithstanding their repeal by 
this Act. 


(3.) An application to fix a fair rent fora 
holding shall not be refused on the ground of 
any previous decision with reference to the 
holding or any part thereof, whether between 
the same parties or otherwise, if such applica- 
tion can be sustained under this Act or any of 
the Land Law Acts as amended by this Act, 
and where such application can be so sustained, 
the holding shall be deemed to be and to have 
remained a present tenancy as from the passing 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881. 


(4.) Parts One and Two of this Act shall be 
construed as one with the Land Law Acts, and 
together with those Acts may be cited as the 
Land Law Acts, and shall apply to all holdings 
to which the Land Law Acts, or any of them, 
as amended by this Act. apply, and Section 
twenty-two of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, shall apply as if the said Acts and Parts 
of this Act were part of the foregoing provisions 
of the said Act of 1881, within the meaning of 
the said section. 


(5.) Parts Two, Three, and Five of this Act 
shall be construed as one with the Land Pur- 
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chase Acts as herein defined, and, together 
with these Acts, may be cited as the Land Pur- 
chase Acts. 


(6.) Part Four of this Act shall be construed 
as one with the Congested Districts Board 
(Ireland) Acts, as defined in the Congested 
Districts Board (Ireland) Act, 1894, and to- 
gether with those Acts may be cited collec- 
tively as the Congested Districts Board (Ireland) 
Acts. 


*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out Sub-section (2). 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to omit from Sub-section (3) the 
words— 


“such application can be so sustained, the 
holding shall be deemed to be and to have 
remained a present tenancy as from the passing 
of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881,” 


and to insert instead thereof 


“a tenant would, if this Act had been in force 
at the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, be now a present tenant, and either the 
landlord has not, since the decision, 
resumed possession of the holding, or if he 
resumed the tenant has redeemed, the tenant 
shall be deemed a present tenant for the purpose 
of any such application.” 


sid 


Amendment agreed to. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved after Sub-section (5), to insert 
the following new sub-section. 

(6. “The provisions of Part III. of this Act 
with respect to superior interests and a vesting 
order shall not, without the consent of the 
vendor and purchaser, apply to proceedings in 
respect of any agreement made before the 
commencement of this Act.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 51,— 


REPEAL OF ACTS. 
The Acts specified in the First Schedule to 
this Act are hereby repealed to the extent 
mentioned in the third column of that schedule. 


*THoe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved to leave out the word “ First” 
and to insert instead thereof the word 
** Second.” 

*Viscount TEMPLETOWN moved to 
insert the following new clause after 
Clause 51 :— 


(52.) “The present system of appointing court 
valuers from amongst the land sub-commissioners 
shall cease, and in future the court valuers 
shall be permanent officials of the Crown and be 
independent of the Land Commission.” 


{LORDS} 
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He said that the other night he laid 
down the principle that where a man’s 
property was taken from him, he was 
entitled to an account, and he would go 
a step further and say, that when a man 
appealed, he was entitled to appeal toan 
independent person on the subject as to 
which he was aggrieved. On a recent 
occasion he pointed out that at this 
moment the Court Valuers attached to 
chief Commission were chosen from 
among the Sub-Commissioners, and as 
a consequence the Sub-Commissioners 
practically reviewed their own decisions, 
because one would be a Court Valuer for 
three months, and would then return to 
be aSub-Commissioner. He also pointed 
out, that whilst A and B were practically 
revising and reviewing each others rents, 
it might not be impossible that there 
should be some sort of a fellow feeling 
in the matter, and that, without intend- 
ing any harm, there should be a good 
deal of forbearance exercised towards 
each other’s valuation. He based his 
claim for the insertion of the new 
clause, on the ground that it was equally 
fair and important to landlords and 
tenants. It was not a question whether 
they were going to be fair to landlord or 
tenant, but what was asked by the clause 
was, that they should be equally fair to 
both. If there was anything wrong 
in the clause, it would apply to 
both. A great reason in favour of 
this clause was that at present when a 
case came on for re-hearing neither party 
could cross-examine the Court Valuers. 
He pointed out that after the passing of 
the Act of 1881 a certain number of 
Court Valuers were appointed to be used 
solely for appeal purposes, and what was 
asked for was a reversion to that old 
method. At present the system was 
this:—A acted as a Sub-Commissioner in 
Antrim and might act as Court Valuer, 
say, in Armagh. B acted as a Court 
Valuer in Antrim and might act as Sub- 
Commissioner in Armagh. <A was called 
to revise B’s decision in the one case, 
and B to revise A’s in the other case ; 
the consequence might be a tacit under- 
standing between them, such as was 
vulgarly expressed by the phrase, 
‘Scratch me, and I'll scratch you.’’ 
The result was that the Court Valuer’s 
valuation, which the Court regarded as 
final, almost invariably coincided with 
the Sub-Commissioner’s, and the appeal 
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was no appeal at all. He contended it 
was a great grievance in Ireland that 
the Court Valuers, upon whom so much 
depended, were not entirely independent 
people. He begged to move the clause. 

*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
thought the noble Lord must have made 
his observations more with a desire to 
attract attention to this subject than 
with any hope that the Government 
should introduce at this stage a clause 
dealing with this branch of the subject. 
He realised the importance of having in 
the position of Court Valuers men of 
experience, and, above all things, 
thoroughly independent and trustworthy. 
As far as he could make out, the com- 
plaint of the noble Lord was that occa- 
sionally a Sub-Commissioner acted as a 
Court Valuer, or a Court Valuer acted as 
a Sub-Commissioner. He must say on 
the face of that he saw nothing that 
would lead one to suppose that such an 
employment of these officials constituted, 
in any sense, an abuse. He was told 
that if the Land Commission desired to 
send down a Court Valuer they very 
often sent down one of the Sub-Com- 
missioners to value. He would ask the 
noble Lord whether it was not the case 
that a lay Sub-Commissioner and a 
Court Valuer were not persons in whom 
one would expect to find the same sort 
of qualifications? He should imagine 
the man who was thoroughly competent 
for the one purpose would be also 
thoroughly competent for the other. It 
was suggested by his noble Friend that 
there had been cases when these officials 
had been employed under circumstances 
which led to the idea that there was 
something like an understanding between 
them as to the standard at which they 
should value the lands. Of course, if 
any case of that kind could be pointed 
out, he had no doubt the matter would 
receive the attention of the Land Com- 
mission, but as to the general practice of 
employing these gentlemen either as 
Court Valuers or as Sub-Commissioners 
he could, he confessed, see nothing which 
was to his mind suggestive of a grave 
abuse. He was afraid he could not 
encourage the noble Lord to expect that 
they would incorporate his recommenda- 
tion in the Bill. 

Tue Eart or BELMORE said it was 
not so much a matter of grave abuse. 
It was a matter of whether it was 
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expedient that this sort of practice 
should be carried on of employing a 
gentleman one month as a Sub-Com- 
missioner and perhaps six months hence 
as a Court Valuer. He thought there 
was a certain amount of a case for what 
the noble Viscount asked, and he hoped 
the Government would not, at any rate, 
refuse the Amendment without giving 
it a little more consideration and ad- 
vancing some stronger arguments than 
he had yet heard. 

Tue Eart or MAYO said the noble 
Marquess held out no hopes that this 
system would be amended or improved 
in any way. All they asked for was 
that Sub-Commissioners and _ land 
valuers should not be interchangeable. 
This appeared to be a_ reasonable 
demand, and if they had some sympathy 
from the noble Marquess they would 
feel much happier, and they would feel 
that the re-valuations would be more 
justly and more properly carried out. 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR oF 


IRELAND said his noble Friend in 
charge of the Bill had shown, in the 
way he spoke, the greatest sympathy 
with the very important subject that the 


valuations for the head Court should be 
made by capable and upright men. But 
while recognising the great importance 
of these topics, it would be impossible to 
give an undertaking that the highly-paid 
men who were Land Commissioners 
should not be employed suitably and in 
suitable districts, and when they were 
available, to make valuations which 
might give the most valuable informa- 
tion to the head Commission. 

*Viscount TEMPLETOWN said that, 
in withdrawing this clause, he would 
only point out, in reply to the noble 
Marquess, there was one very important 
qualification which the Sub-Commis- 
sioners and valuators had not in com- 
mon. There was no independence in 
the valuator. The valuator was prac- 
tically the final Court of Appeal against 
whom they appealed, and he was not an 
independent part of the body who fixed 
fair rents. It was one huge firm settling 
rents all over the country, and they 
were simply appealing from one member 
of the firm to another. The valuator 
ought to be entirely distinct from that 
firm. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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The Schedules were agreed to in the following amended form :-— 


SCHEDULES. 


First ScHEDULE.—FoRM OF SCHEDULE FOR REcorRD. 


Particulars of Holding taken into consideration in fixing the Judicial Rent. 
No. of Ordnance Sheet. j 
County Tenant F 


Record No. Landlord 
Date upon which holding inspected day of 189 





Who attended inspection on 
behalf of Landlord ? 
Do. on behalf of Tenant? 
1. Character of holding :— 

The land in a holding may be all of uniform character, or it may consist of two 
or more of the qualities of land indicated in the following Schedule, which should be 
carefully filled up according to the facts. The acreage of each class of land found in the 
holding should be set out in the column given for the purpose, and this area should be 
marked off with a blue coloured line on the Ordnance Survey Map of the holding, 
and also marked with the letter or letters corresponding with same in the Schedule. 
These areas should be stated with as near an approach to accuracy as under the circum- 
stances is possible. The record number of the holding should in each case be marked 
on the Map, and where more than one holding is marked on the Map a Schedule of 
holdings with the record numbers and tenants’ names is to be written on the right hand 
margin on the Map. The exterior boundaries of each holding must be carefully marked on 
the Map with a red coloured line. 





(1.) ScHEpDULE of classes of land. 





| 
| Fair Rent per Acre (excluding 
Area in Statute | Buildings), on the assumption that 
Measure. | all Improvements thereon were made 
or acquired by the Landlord. 


Grass Lanps. A. 
A. Ist class 
B. 2nd class ... 


C. 3rd class 





D. 4th class ... hes 5 oes 
| | 
- . . | | 
E. 5th class, mountain and unre- | 
claimed bog 
| 
. | 
| 


bx} 


. lst class, permanent meadow 
G. 2nd class, permanent meadow ... 
Lanp In TILLAGE OR WoRrKED IN 
Rotation, INCLUDING Pasture 
or MEADOW oF A TEMPORARY 


, CHARACTER, | | 


H. 1st class ... one oe nc | 


= 


2nd class ... 


oa 


a 


. 8rd class ... 





mp 


4th class, reclaimed mountain or 
bog ae ahs 


X. Waste (description) 





Total area 
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2. For what description of stock is the grass land best suited ? 


3. Carrying power in sums or collops of grass land, stating the months 
during which the season usually continues, and how hay is provided ? 


f 4. How is the holding used ? 


5. The condition as to cultivation, deterioration or otherwise of the holding 
and the buildings thereon. Does the soil show traces of improvement or of 
E deterioration, and to whom is the improvement or deterioration to be attri- 
: buted ? 


6. Does the holding or any part of it require to be drained, and if so, how 
much of the holding? Mark part requiring drainage on map by thin parallel 
black lines. 








7. Improvements: Proved in Court (excluding buildings) whether made by 
landlord or tenant, which are at present a bond fide benefit and suitable to the 
holding and are found to exist on inspection, to be stated in detail, together 
with the nature, character, and present capital value thereof, and the 
increased letting value due thereto, and the date, so near as can be ascertained, 
at which the same were made, and the deduction from rent made. 


8. Buriprncs: If tenants state so, if landlords specify particulars of same, 
the date, so near as can be ascertained, at which they were made, state fair 
annual value, whether they have been kept in repair, and by whom, and any 
deduction from rent made on account thereof, and the extent (if any) to 
which the landlord has paid or compensated the tenant in respect thereof 
made on account thereof. 


Improvements under this head shall be distinguished according as— 


(a) they have been made wholly or partly by or at the cost of the tenant ; 
and 


(4) the landlord has paid or compensated the tenant in respect thereof. 

9. Srrvation: As to markets, railways, and county roads. 

10. What per centage (if any) has been added for proximity, or what (if 
any) has been deducted in consequence of remote position ? 


11. Give particulars of any right of turbary, commonage, mountain grazing, 
or seaweed—and state whether turbary is inside or outside holding, what 
amount has been added for any of those appurtenances. 


- Locat Ratres— 
Average poor rate in £1. 
» county cess in £1. 


13. Special incidents of holding, such as aspect, elevation, and water 
supply, and general observations. 
To be signed by Lay Assistant-Commissioners day of 189 





14. The following improvements included in enumeration in paragraph 
§ No. 7 were made or acquired by the tenant or his predecessors in title, and are 
: exempted from rent. 


15. For what rights (if any) referred to in answers to query No. 11 has an 
addition been mude to the rent ? 


16. Upon what assumption with regard to the respective liabilities of land- 
lord and tenant as to rates and taxes mentioned in answers to query No. 12, 
has the judicial rent been fixed? 

To be signed by Legal and Lay Assistant-Commissioners. 


17. The annual sum which should be the fair rent ofthe holding on the 
assumption that all improvements thereon were made or acquired by the 
lapdlord. 


18. The fair rent of the holding. 


19. If tenancy has been purchased since the Land Act, 1870, give date 
and amount of purchase-money on each sale. 





20. What changes of rent have been proved in evidence ? 


To be signed by Legal Assistant Commissioner alone. 
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Second ScHEDULE.—ActTs REPEALED. 


{LORDS} 








Session and 
Chapter. 


Short Title. 





ixtent of Repeal. 





44 & 45 Vict. Land Law 
©. 49. Act, 1881. 


(Ireland) 


48 & 49 Vict. | Purchase of Land 
c. 73. (Ireland) Act, 1885. 


60 & 51 Vict. | Land Law 
ce. 33. Act, 1887. 


(Ireland) 


51 & 52 Vict. 
c. 49. 


Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Amend- 
ment Act, 1888. 


54 & 55 Vict. | The Purchase of Land 
c. 48. | (Ireland) Act, 1891. 


j — 


In section eight, sub-section two, from ‘as from the 
period ” down to “decision of the court,” and, sub- 
section three, from “from the rent day” down to 
‘has been given.” 

Section twenty-four, from ‘as follows” to “fair rent 
for the holding,’’ being the end of sub-section one. 
In section twenty-six from “the Land Commission 
may advance” down to “payable by the tenant,” 

being sub-section four. 

Section twenty-eight, from the beginning down to 
“purchaser therein mentioned,” being sub-sections 
one and two. 

In section thirty, sub-section three, from “on the 
terms” down to “1870,” where that figure next 
occurs, and from ‘and shall pay ” down to “ receive 
the same.” 

Section thirty-three. 

In section fifty-eight, sub-section one, sub-section two, 
down to “ home farm or” and sub-sections three and 
four. 


In section two, from “it shall not be lawful” to the 
end of the section, being paragraph (c). 

In section four, the words ‘ such value to be calevlated 
according to the table in the Schedule to this Act.” 

Section nine, sub-sections one and two. 

In section fourteen, from ‘ the Land Commission shall 
register’’ down to “local registration.” 

In section seventeen, from “the additional members 
of the Land Commission” down to ‘‘ with the said 
additional Commissioners.” 

Section twenty-four. 


Section one, down to “ passing of this Act.” 

In section four, from ‘‘a tenant may also” to “and 
otherwise.” 

Section five. 

Section seventeen. 

In section eighteen, from “ section thirty-four ’’ to the 
end of the section, being sub-section two. 


Section one, down to “said sub-section and.” 

Section three, save as regards agreements for purchase 
made before the passing of this Act. 

Section six. 


In section four, sub-section two, from ‘‘in paying to 
the guarantee fund,’’ to the end of the sub-section, 
being paragraph (). 

Section seven, from “ and an annual sum” to end of 
section. 

| Section eight, as respects any purchaser’s insurance 

money paid before the commencement of this Act. 

In section twenty-nine, sub-section one, from “ provided 
that” to “ Act, 1881” where those words next first 
occur ; and sub-section two. 

| In section forty-two, from ‘the expression annual 

value” to “so determined.” 





| 
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Standing Order No. XX XIX. having, 
on the motion of the Marquess or Lans- 
DOWNE, been suspended, 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
formally moved ‘‘ That the Bill be read 
the Third time.’’ 

Eart SPENCER said he desired to 
say a few words at this stage. This 
Bill dealt with a very important matter, 
and was brought forward a long time 
ago. As the Duke of Devonshire had 
said, it was intended to carry out certain 
pledges made by Members of Her 
Majesty’s Government. It was in one 
sense a compromise, because it stood be- 
tween those who were most advanced in 
the cause of the tenants, and those who 
wished to leave the law as it stood, but 
it had been accepted in the other House 
by the Irish representatives, not as a 
complete measure, but as one containing 
many clauses which opened the Land 
Courts to the Irish tenants. Since it 
had been in their Lordships’ House some 
very important Amendments had been 
made in it. He saw in that morning’s 
papers a document signed by certain 
leading Irish landlords—it might be said 
to be a manifesto—and learned that those 
noble Lords who had been instrumental 
in carrying Amendments had not in- 
tended to wreck the Bill and had not 
done so. [Cheers.] What was the 
meaning of wrecking a Bill? If they 
meant that they had not driven a 
torpedo into the vessel and scuttled it 
they might be right. But if they had 
introduced Measures which would stop 
the machinery of the ship or had covered 
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|or on the part of the Irish tenants, but 
‘he could not conceive that those who 
| represented the tenants in another place 
would be able to accept the Amend- 
| ments, in consequence not only of what 
'they had said in another place, but of 
| their pledges to their constituents. He 
| thought that was a very grave matter. 
It was a grave matter to offer to a coun- 
try, or to a large body of people in it, a 
Measure which they repudiated, disliked, 
and in no way accepted. From the 
point of view of those who were against 
giving self-government to Ireland, that 
seemed to him to be a very dangerous pro- 
ceeding, and one entirely opposed to sound 
policy. It might be that many of those 
who wished, like himself, that a more 
extensive system of self-government 
should be given to Ireland might find a 
solid argument in the proceedings in 
their Lordships’ House ; but though he 
firmly adhered to all the views he ever 
held on that subject, he did not share 
that opinion with regard to this Bill, 
He desired that the benefit of the fresh 
legislation should be extended as soon 
as possible to the Irish people, and he 
therefore regretted that those great 
changes had been introduced. One very 
remarkable thing was to be noted in re- 
gard to this Debate. He regretted that 
the Prime Minister was not then present, 
because he must refer tohim in connection 
with a point of considerable importance. 
It seemed to him a very strange and re- 
markable thing that when one of the prin- 
cipal Measures, if not the largest Measure, 
of the Session, was proposed in Parlia- 
ment by Her Majesty’s Government, the 





the deck with a large amount of wreck- 
age from the fire of the artillery, then, 
he said, they had waterlogged it if they | 
had not altogether wrecked it. [Cries | 
of ‘‘No!’’] This was particularly the 
case with regard to the Tenure Clauses, 
which formed almost the most important | 
part of the Bill in the eyes of the Irish 
occupiers. The Bill had been amended | 
in the four important matters relating to 
turbary, the money limit on the Pasture | 
Clauses, the town parks, and the restric- | 
tions on the Courts from taking into| 
consideration the occupation right of the 
sitting tenant. Those four changes, he) 
conceived, were very deadly in their 
effect on the operation of the tenure | 
principle. He did not speak in any way | 
on the part of the Irish representatives 


Prime Minister of the country, who had 
such enormous influence in directing its 
policy, had not said a word on the sub- 
ject. The Secretary of State for War, 
in introducing the Measure, compared 
himself to a tame elephant endeavouring 
to allure the Irish landlords into the in- 
closure. He was afraid that, notwith- 
standing the great moderation, ability, 


|and skill which the noble Marquess had 


shown in conducting the Measure, he 
had not succeeded in capturing them. 
There were others besides the Irish 
landlords who had to be convinced on 
this subject. There were some, no doubt, 
even in the Cabinet, and above all there 
was the noble Marquess the Prime Mini- 
ster, for if they called to mind speeches of 
his they would remember that he had— 
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in the strong language he was capable of 
using—denounced in former days land 
legislation after the Bills of 1870 and 
1881. It would have been instructive 
to have heard the reasons that had in- 
duced the noble Marquess to support this 
Measure. It would have been very 
useful to all of them, and especially so 
to that large number of English sup- 
porters of the noble Marquess who had 
on this occasion remained absent from 
the House, and had refused to follow the 
standard he had raised. He did not 
know whether the Prime Minister could 
have persuaded the Irish landlords, but 
he felt sure that if he had given the argu- 
ments that had induced him—at one 
time the stern and strong opponent of 
this legislation—to adopt this Measure, 
it would have done much to induce his 
supporters to follow him. He was aware 
that this was not the last occasion when 
the Bill would come before them. He 
did not know what Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment would do when the Amend- 
ments went down to the House of Com- 
mons, but he sincerely hoped and trusted 
that they would, as far as_ possible, 
maintain all the great principles in- 
volved in the Measure, and that, when 
the Bill came back, after the Commons’ 
remarks on their Lordships’ Amend- 
ments, they would show a firm front and 
try to carry it in itsoriginal shape. He 
should deeply regret if this were not 
done. 
adhered to their Amendments, they | 
would place themselves in a very false | 
position. Ought it to be said that their | 
Lordships’ 
of landlords, dealt in a matter of this | 
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that morning’s papers signed by himself 
and other Irish landlords. The noble 
Earl said that in that letter they dis- 
claimed any idea of wrecking the Bill. 
He indorsed that statement most heartily 
—(‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ |—on behalf of him- 
self and those with whom he was work- 
ing. They had always said they would 
have welcomed a Bill which was calcu- 
lated to be of benefit to Ireland, and 
which would have acted justly to all 
classes of the community. So far from 
wrecking the Bill, they flattered them- 
selves they had gone far to remedy the 
gross imperfections with which on many 
points it bristled when it came up to 
their Lordships’ House. If there was one 
person who had gone a long way towards 
losing the Bill it was the noble Earl, for 
were the advice he had given to his friends 
in the House of Commons—the National- 
ist Members—followed, the Bill would 
be wrecked. He trusted that advice 
would not be followed, but that the 
Members of the House of Commons 
would note and appreciate the fact that 
the Bill was sent back to them in a 
shape in which it would at least give 
satisfaction to a certain section of the 
community, and that was the vast 
majority of their Lordships’ House, and 
it certainly did not give satisfaction to 
anyone when it entered the portals of 


| this House. He had hoped Her Majesty’s 
He felt that if their Lordships | | Government would have met some of the 


proposals he and his Friends made mure 
cordially than they did. It would, for 
instance have been gracious on the part 


House, which was a House | of the Government to have acceded to 


their request in regard to Clause 1, and 


sort entirely in the interests of the land-| not have forced them to go to a Divi- 


lords, and in that way had refused to) 


sion. The House of Commons virtually 


meet what was considered to be a griev-| accepted the principle that the Sub- 


ance of the Irish tenants and submitted | 
for their approval by a Conservative | 


Commissioners should specify _ their 
reasons for granting the enormous reduc- 


Government ? If they adhered to that | tions of rent, but the details were never 


course they would be incurring what, no 


doubt, would be a, serious danger, not | 
only to Ireland, but to the independence | a most unjustifiable manner. 


and strength of their Lordships’ House. 

THE Marque ss or LONDONDERRY | 
said he could not allow the Third Read- | 
ing of the Bill to pass without saying a 


few words on behalf of himself and those | 


with whom he had worked in the course 
of the passage of this Measure. The 
noble Earl who had just sat down had 
alluded to a letter which he had read in 


Earl Spencer. 








| entered into, because the Bill was hur- 


ried through the House of Commons in 
When it 
/came up to their Lordships it was in a 
crude condition, and absolutely devoid 
of those safeguards which not only their 
Lordships, but the House of Commons 
and the country, had a right to expect 
and demand. He therefore maintained 
that the Division on Clause 1 must be 
adhered to. Upon that clause the Gov- 
ernment simply did what it was their 
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duty to do, and he and his Friends de- 
clined to accept the alteration made as 
any concession whatever to the land- 
owners. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The Gov- 
ernment themselves, recognising the 
dangerous and mischievous character of 
Clause 8, which dealt with turbary, 
withdrew the clause, and substituted for 
it a clause of a less mischievous and less 
hurtful character. As to Clause 30, too, 
the Government made no concession to 
the landowners of Ireland. In the De- 
bate on the Second Reading he told the 
Government that though the Purchase 
Clauses of the Bill were intended to be 
attractive, they would absolutely kill 
purchase if they were allowed to stand 
unamended. The omission of the clause, 
therefore, was no concession to him and 
his friends, but it was a real benefit to 
the country, and to those tenants whom 
the Government proposed to benefit. 
Clause 39 was one of great importance ; 
he believed the Government regarded it 
as the most important one in the Bill. 
What did he and his Friends do in re- 
spect of that clause? They made a con- 
cession to the Government ; they were 
conciliatory. They, however, knew full 
well that there was an enormous number 
of people who looked with the gravest 
apprehension, he might say the greatest 
terror, at the manner in which they 
anticipated the Bill would work. They 
conceded to the Government a principle 
of which they greatly disapproved. They 
permitted the Government to carry a 
clause which embraced the principle of 
compulsory sale or purchase. Never 
before had that principle been advanced 
in their Lordships’ House. He main- 
tained that, so far, the concessions had 
been all on their side. He would like 
the noble Marquess to tell them what 
concessions he considered he had made 
to them. Then he came to the clause 
proposing to raise the rateable value 
from £50 to £100. They divided 
against that clause because they believed 
that it was contrary to the principles of 
the Act of 1881. They did not know 
why the Government of the present day 
should seek to infringe the Act of 1881 
by admitting to the benefit of the Fair 
Rent Courts a certain class of the com- 
munity whom Mr. Gladstone went out 
of his way to exclude. The noble Earl 
said he had always wished the tenants 
to take advantage of the Fair Rent 


{10 Avavsr 1896} 





(Ireland) Bill. 362 


Courts. Why, then, did he not insist 
upon such a clause being inserted in the 
Act of 1881? Mr. Gladstone gave his 
reasons for not admitting those over £50, 
and Mr. Parnell declared it was unneces- 
sary toadmit them. All he and those 
who acted with him asked was that the 
matter should remain as it was under 
the Act of 1881. The noble Earl alluded 
to the question of town parks. They 
divided on that question because they 
were assured by Lord Macnaghten that 
were the clause to be carried as it stood, 
town parks would be abolished. Their 


‘action throughout had been reasonable 


and conciliatory. To-day they had not 
divided upon a single Amendment, but 
had done their utmost, he would not say 
to perfect the Measure, because it was 
not a perfect Measure, but to remedy the 
defects with which the Bill came to their 
Lordships’ House. He trusted that 
their Lordships, having taken up a line 
upon certain points of the Bill, which 
they considered of vital importance, 
would not be induced to give way on 
those points. [Cheers.| It might be 
said—it had been said by the noble Earl 
—they were trying to wreck the Bill. 
They were not trying to wreck the Bill. 
They desired to see it accepted in another 
place, but if alterations were made in 
another place which their Lordships con- 
sidered to be unjust to any section of the 
community in Ireland, or which would 
render unworkable those parts of the 
Bill which they thought they had made 
workable, then he could only trust their 
Lordships would adhere to the action 
they had taken during the past week. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] He sincerely trusted 
to see the Measure placed on the Statute- 
book, but if the Bill was not carried into 
law it would not be the fault of those 
who had the real benefit and happiness 
of Ireland at heart. [ Cheers. | 

Tue Eart or DUNRAVEN said he 
rose principally to express his very deep 
regret that his noble Friend had made 
perhaps a premature, and, at any rate, 
a very strong appeal to the House to 
adhere to the Amendments which they 
had moved, whatever might be their fate 
in another place. The noble Marquess 
said that he did not wish to wreck the 
Bill, but he and his noble Friends had 
shown themselves so powerful in the 
House that, full of their exuberant 
vigour, like young lions at play, they 
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were more destructive than they under- 
stood. He felt very sure that if some of 
the Amendments made by their Lord- 
ships were disagreed with in another 
place, and were insisted on by the House 
of Lords, they would succeed in wreck- 
ing the Bill. It was a source of great 
regret to him that except on one solitary 
occasion he had been unable to vote in 
the same Lobby with the noble Lords 
who were landowners in Ireland. He 
voted with them on the first Amend- 
ment, because it seemed impossible to vote 
against it. But as to some of the 
Amendments—especially that lowering 
the letting value from £100 to £50—it 
was beyond his comprehension how any 
Irish landlord could think them de- 
sirable either for the country or for any 
individual landlord. The noble Mar- 
quess said that what he objected to was 
that the Government were departing 
from the principles of the Act of 1881. 
The noble Marquess seemed to forget 
that he was not living in 1881 now, and 
he paid no attention whatever to the 
imperfections which the last 15 years 
had shown to exist in the Act of 1881. 
He himself did not approve of anything 
in the Act of 1881 ; but it was the duty 
of any sensible man to accept the legis- 
lation of 15 years ago ; and, if it were 
found not to work smoothly in some re- 
spects, to remove the defects. He could 
not conceive how anyone could suppose 
that it could be an advantage to Ireland, 
or anything but a disadvantage to the 
landowners in Ireland, that there should 
be a small class of tenants excluded 
from the Bill to which all their friends 
and neighbours were admitted. Every- 
one of such excluded tenants must be a 
centre of discontent. He had never 
been able to see what the harm was in 
this Bill as it came to the House, except 
in some very few details. | Noble Lords 
had failed to point out anything which 
would have caused any serious damage 
to Irish landowners. Certainly there 
was nothing to do half the damage to 
landowners which would be done if this 
Bill did not become law. Much of the 
Bill would be of great advantage to the 
landowners, because peace, quiet and 
contentment in Ireland was as beneficial 
to them as to any other class. He sin- 
cerely hoped that his noble Friends 
would very seriously consider their posi- 
tion should the Bill come back to the 


Earl of Dunraven. 
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House in a materially different shape. 
If they persisted in these Amendments, 
they would do great damage to the power 
and reputation of the House of Lords. 
That House had a great reserve of force 
and power, which could be used with 
good effect—as it was used recently—for 
saving the State. But that reserve 
ought not lightly to be frittered away. 
It would not add to the strength or 
reputation of the House or to the affec- 
tion with which it was regarded by the 
country if this Bill were lost because a 
number of noble Lords, all interested in 
Trish land, had insisted on Amendments 
which could not be accepted by those re- 
presenting the tenants in the House of 
Commons. If the Bill were wrecked 
great injury would be done to the small 
owners in Ireland—the very class whom 
noble Lords desired to benefit. Two 
things were of great importance in Irish 
land legislation—to facilitate purchase, 
to return through purchase to a sound 
system of land tenure as soon as pos- 
sible ; and to maintain a great number 
of the present landowning class in Ire- 
land as possible. If this Bill did not 
pass, the consequences in Ireland would 
be anything but what could be wished. 
Tue Eart or BELMORE said that 
Earl Spencer had referred to their 
Lordships as a House of landlords. No 
doubt most of them were landlords ; but 
some of them were representative Peers 
of Ireland, and of those he was the senior 
Peer. He wished to say most emphatic- 
ally that he and the other Trish Repre- 
sentative Peers did not consider them- 
selves as merely representing themselves 
or the landlords of Ireland, but felt 
bound, to the best of their ability, to 
represent all the people of Ireland. Of 
course, many of the people differed from 
them in religion and politics, but there 
were many subjects common to all, on 
which they represented the people’s 
opinions as well as their own. As to the 
new turbary clause which the Govern- 
ment had brought up, he did not think 
it mischievous in any way, and believed 
that it would be very useful. As to the 
Town Parks Clause, if he had thought 
that the intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government would be carried out in the 
way in which the drafting of the clause 
indicated, he should have been quite 
willing to see it accepted. But the 
House was assured by the noble and 
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learned Lord who some years ago} needed, and to assign them certain juris- 

drafted the clause defining town parks, | dictions, powers, rights, and duties. 

that if the clause in the Bill were} 

accepted there would be no more town | Bill read 2°, according to Order, and 
rks in Ireland. That would be a committed to a Committee of the Whole 

serious thing, not only for the owners, | House to-morrow ; and Standing Order 

but for the towns ; and the House was| XX XIX. to be considered in order to 

quite justified, failing a safe definition, | its being dispensed with. 

in rejecting the clause. As to the £50) 

limit, all he would say was that if, for | 

reasons of public policy, Parliament | 

thought it right to transfer the property | : 7 

of om pit to whom it had ae rig [ —w ee fo am a 
ressly reserved, to another person, com- | or 4 AT 

sin Aa ought to be paid. if one of |, Bill read 1"; to be printed’; and to 


. 'be read 2* to-morrow.—(Lord Ran- 
these £50 tenants had a road cut through | furly. )—[No 246. ] 


his holding he would be ready enough to 
claim compensation. He had never de- 
sired to wreck the Bill, and he had never House adjourned at Ten minutes before 
for one moment since the Bill was intro- eine es wet es aaa 
duced into the House of Commons be- ae 
lieved that it was in danger in either 
House. He hoped it would pass in the 
form most consistent with justice to both 
parties. It might be received with dis- 
appointment by some tenants who had 
expected more than they were ever likely 
to get, but he was sure that the reason- 
able men among them would see, when 
it came into operation, that they re- 
ceived substantial benefit from it. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, 10th August 1896. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) BILL. BELFAST CORPORATION BILL. 


Tne Eart or RANFURLY, in| Lords Amendments considered, by 
moving the Second Reading of this Bill, | Order, and agreed to. 
said that it amended the law relating to | 
public health in Ireland, and assimilated | st eiriiniaaidine- iets “idetnuialinaae 
it to the law in England. It gave ad- i m 
ditional powers to the Local Government es cab tatlae 
Board and enabled them to vest rural| _ Lords Amendments, by Order, con- 
authorities with the powers of urban | sidered. 


authorities. It also enabled sanitary! Qjause 5 (recited action to be stayed 
authorities to combine for the purpose of | 


executing work within their owndistricts. | ee an 
The Bill enabled urban authorities to| Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) pro- 
divide a district into parts, to put a/ tested against a proposal to sanction the 
separate assessment on any part or parts, | payment by the Commissioners to Mr. 
a proviso being inserted that such assess- | North of a sum of £500 out of the rates 
ments should be fair and equitable, to | on account of damage done to the latter 
levy a private improvement rate, a water by reason of certain works carried out 
rate, and to grant superannuation allow- by the Commissioners. The hon. Mem- 
ances for duties performed under the ber contended that Parliament ought 
Public Health Act. The Local Govern- never to have suspended the Standing 
ment Board was also given power to con- | Orders in order to allow a body of Com- 
stitute port sanitary authorities where missioners who had committed an act of 
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lawlessness to make good the damage 
they had done out of the unfortunate 
ratepayers. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 7 (borrowing powers),— 


On an Amendment, sanctioning addi- 
tional borrowing powers to the extent 


of £10,000, 


*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS (Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cum- 
berland, Penrith) moved to disagree with 
the Lords’ Amendment. The Bill was 
brought in to legalise certain works which 
were illegal, and in consequence of the 
illegality of which an action was brought 
against the Board. The Bill was a late 
sill, and the Standing Orders were all 
suspended in order that the Bill might 
progress through the House. When the 
Bill first came into that House it only 
proposed to borrow £12,000. During 
the course of its passage through the 
House that sum of £12,000 was in- 
creased by £8,000 to £20,000, and, in 
addition to that, another clause was in- 
serted allowing further borrowing powers, 
not exceeding £10,000 for a particular 
purpose—namely, clearing away any 
damage which might arise in conse- 
quence of sewage getting into Kingstown 
Harbour. He ought to say that the 
Bill in that House was an unopposed 
Bill. [Mr. T. M. Heraty: “ By a fluke.” 
When the Bill reached the other House 
it was an opposed Measure, and there the 
matter was threshed out before a Com- 
mittee of the other House, and this clause, 
allowing another £10,000 to be borrowed 
with the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board in Ireland, was inserted. 
That was the proposal which he was now 
asking the House to disagree with on 
this broad ground :—Here was a Bill 
which came before the House late, in 
very exceptional circumstances; it 
started with the proposal to borrow 
£12,000, which was subsequently in- 
creased to £20,000, then to £30,000, 
and finally to £40,000. This was a very 
large increase to incorporate in a Bill 
during the course of its passage through 
the House. The proper course would | 
have been for the local board to make | 
up their minds how much money was | 











wanted, to have allowed a margin for|ratepayers of the community. 


Mr. T. M, Healy. 
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expenses, and then to have submitted a 
properly-formulated scheme to the House. 
It would be a dangerous precedent to 
allow an increase of thepowers of borrow- 
ing as had been the case here. The 
case of the promoters was practically to 
this effect—they did not wish to 
come to the House next year in order to 
seek further borrowing powers in re- 
spect of any additional works which 
might be necessary, and they thought 
that it would be sufficient if powers were 
taken to borrow with the consent of the 
Local Government Board in Ireland. 
But he found himself unable to take that 
view. If further sums had to be spent 
the proper course would be for the Drain- 
age Board to give full and proper notice 
to the ratepayers of the district, and, if 
necessity compelled them to come to the 
House, they would have to come. This 
local authority had enjoyed a great deal 
more rope than any English board would 
have received in similar circumstances, 
and therefore he asked the House to dis- 
agree with the Amendment. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he was 
obliged to the right hon. Gentleman for 
the vigilance he had shown in this 
matter. The incident showed how un- 
protected the Irish ratepayers were in 
regard to private Bills. When this Bill 
first came forward the Irish Members 
made a protest against it even on the 
ground of the £12,000, but there was no 
time to consider the petition, because the 
Standing Orders Committee had sus- 
pended the Standing Orders. The Drain- 
age Commissioners had made such a mess 
of this business that the whole foreshore 
at Kingstown was practically reeking in 
sewage, and it was a choice whether the 
people should have typhoid or higher 
taxes.. A petition was lodged against 
the Bill in the House of Lords, but the 
House of Lords turned round and said, 
* You are only ratepayers of Blackrock, 
and you are represented by Kingstown 
and Blackrock Local Board, who have 
petitioned against this Bill.” But the 
Board actually withdrew their petitions, 
so that the Bill went through the House 
without a petition against it. It was an 


appalling thing that the House of Lords 


Standing Committee had been misled by 
a bogus petition, which was first lodged 
and then withdrawn for the purpose of 
defeating the rights of the ordinary 


Indeed, 




























































everything connected with this Bill had 
been bungled and badly managed. All 
the deviations and diversions of work of 
admitted illegality had been done in the 
interests of two peers, Lord de Vesci 
and Lord Longford, in order to benefit 
their property. Those two noble Lords 
ought to be made to pay for the whole 
affair. This Bill would probably end in 
another Bill, and probably in a fourth 
Bill. 


Lords’ Amendment disagreed with. 


*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS moved to disagree with the 
Lords’ Amendment to the effect that all 
the costs, charges and expenses incidental 
to the passing of the Act, “including 
the costs, charges and expenses of the 
Earl of Longford and Viscount de Vesci 
in opposing the Bill,” should be paid out 
of the money to be borrowed by the 
Board, or which it is entitled to receive 
from the Kingstown and _ Blackrock 
townships. He said that those two 
noble Lords had a petition in the other 
House, but they were not, strictly speak- 
ing, opponents of the Bill. Counsel held 
a watching brief for the petitioners, 
but they were in favour of the Bill 
and were anxious to see it go through 
with certain Amendments. One of the 
Amendments they proposed was the 
clause which the House had disagreed 
with, and it seemed to him that there 
was no reason why they should get their 
costs out of the ratepayers. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he was sorry 
that the House could not ask these two 
noble Lords to pay for the whole thing. 
The proposal that these two noble Lords, 
who were the cause of this cost to the 
ratepayers by persuading the Drainage 
Board to divert the works in the interest 
of their property, should get their costs, 
was certainly a charming illustration of 
the objects of the House of Lords. 


Lords’ Amendment disagreed with. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to dis- 
agree with the Lords’ Amendment giving 
authority to the “‘ President of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers in London,” 
instead of the Chairman of the Board of 
Works, to appoint some person in place 
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of Mr. Roberts, C.E., to determine and 
award the proportion of expenses to be 
borne by the townships, in the event of 
Mr. Roberts dying or becoming disabled 
from discharging his duty. They had 
enough of London already, and he did not 
see why they should agree to this pro- 
posal that the President of the Institute 
of Civil Engineers in London should be 
the determining authority in this matter. 

*ToE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS said that this was, after all, a 
trifling matter, and therefore he should 
not oppose the Motion of the hon. 
Member. 


Lords’ Amendment disagreed with. 


Committee appointed to draw up 
reasons for the Commons’ disagreement 
with certain of the Lords’ Amendments. 


QUESTIONS. 


CUSTOMS (LANDING AND SHIPPING 
BRANCH). 

Sir JOHN STIRLING MAXWELL 
(Glasgow, College): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether he 
will report what progress has been made 
by the Departmental Committee on the 
hours of labour in the landing and ship- 
ping branch of the Customs Department ; 
and, whether he can state when it is 
probable that the finding of the said 
Committee will be made known to the 
officials interested ? 

Tue SECRETARY to tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) : 
A Customs Departmental Committee, 
not on the general question of hours of 
labour, but on overtime arrangements, 
rates of pay, etc., was appointed some 
time since, and to this Committee were 
referred certain questions relating to the 
landing and shipping duties. The Com- 
mittee has reported, and its recommenda- 
tions on all the matters referred to it 
are now being considered by the Board 
of Customs, whose decisions upon them 
will be made known to the officers con- 
cerned as soon as practicable. 


02 
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CHURCHYARD EXPENDITURE 
(SCOTLAND). 

Mr. J. McLEOD (Sutherland) : I beg 
to ask the Lord Advocate—(1) whether 
he is aware that certain Parish Council 
auditors in Scotland have disallowed 
expenditure on churchyards where a 
formal deed of conveyance from the 
heritors to a Parish Council has not been 
executed ; (2) whether the auditors in so 
disallowing are acting under the direc- 
tion of the Local Government Board for 
Scotland ; and (3) whether the written 
consent of the heritors would not be a 
sufficient compliance with the law ? 

*THE LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
GraHamM Mvcrray, Buteshire): No ex- 
penditure on churchyards has been dis- 
allowed in the present audit. In two or 
three instances the auditor has called 
the attention of the Local Government 
Board to the fact that expenditure has 
been incurred on churchyards, to which 
the Parish Council possessed no title. 
The auditors and Parish Councils have 
been informed that the poor-rate cannot 
competently be applied to meet such 
expenses, unless the minute of a regularly 
convened meeting of the heritors trans- 
ferring the churchyard (or old burial 
ground) be obtained by the Parish 
Council. In a case in which there was 
only one heritor in the parish, the 
Parish Council were informed that they 
must at least obtain a letter from the 
heritor transferring the churchyard to 
them. 


In answer to a further Question, 


*THE LORD ADVOCATE said that 
the advice of the Local Government 
Board for Scotland was that there ought 
to be a regular minute. They did not 
say a conveyance, but a minute. 


WORKHOUSE SCHOOLS (IRELAND). 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork, 
Co. N.E.) : I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
—(1) whether he can state in how many 
Poor Law Unions in Ireland during the 
past two years have the Guardians 
increased the salaries of the teachers in 
workhouse schools, which increments the 
Local Government Board has declined 
to sanction; (2) are these teachers 
totally excluded from the advantageous 
provisions of the Education Act of 1892, 
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| while in regard to examination, classifica- 


tion, method, and discipline of their 
schools, they are fully bound by the rules 
and regulations of the Commissioners of 
National Education ; and (3) can he 
hold out any hope that the Local Govern- 
ment Board will not refuse to sanction 
the increase of salaries recommended by 
the Boards of Guardians ? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp  Batrour, 
Leeds Central) : The answer to the first 
paragraph is eight. Eleven proposals to 
increase the salaries of these officers were 
sanctioned in the same period. Teachers 
in workhouse schools are excluded from 
the provisions of the Education Act of 
1892, though it is to be observed that 
these teachers, in addition to their salaries, 
receive rations, apartments, firing, light, 
etc. They are not fully bound by the 
rules and regulations of the Commis- 
sioners of National Education, but are 
under the control of Boards of Guardians 
and of the Local Government Board. 
No undertaking can be given such as is 
suggested in the last paragraph ; every 
proposal to increase or reduce the salary 
of a workhouse teacher will, as heretofore, 
be considered on its own merits. 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRICAL FUND. 

Mr. J. F. HOGAN (Tipperary, Mid.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, in view of the fact that benefit 
societies are required by law to furnish 
annual returns of their membership and 
accumulated funds, will he state whether 
the Covent Garden Theatre Fund, which 
is held by the Charity Commissioners 
to be a benefit society and, therefore, 
exempt from their jurisdiction, has fur- 
nished any such returns during recent 
years ; and, if so, whether he can state, 
from the latest returns thus furnished, 
the total amount to the credit of the 
fund, and the number of surviving mem- 
bers who are entitled to participate in 
its advantages ? 

Mr. HANBURY: This fund was 
established by a private Act of 1776, 
which shows that the fund consisted of 
the voluntary contributions of the actors. 
The Charity Commissions Act of 1853 
excludes such charities from their con- 
trol. The society is not registered under 
the Friendly Societies Acts, and, there- 
fore, does not make any returns to the 
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Friendly Societies Registry, nor is there 
any power to compel it todo so. I am, 
therefore, unable to obtain the informa- 
tion desired by the hon. Member. 


POSTAL DELIVERY 
(KILDONAN, SUTHERLANDSHIRE). 
Mr. McLEOD: I beg to ask the 

Secretary to the Treasury, as represent- 
ing the Postmaster General, whether a 
memorial has been received from the 
Parish Council of Kildonan, Sutherland- 
shire, praying for an improvement in 
the postal delivery in that parish, and 
stating that some 80 families are totally 
unprovided for by a postal delivery of 
any kind, except by the goodwill of 
their neighbours, and that there has 
been no improvement in the postal service 
of this district for 30 years ; and, if so, 
whether he will take immediate steps to 
have the delivery improved ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The memorial 
referred to by the hon. Member has been 
very recently received, and is now under 
inquiry. A reply shall be forwarded to 
him as soon as a report has been received 
and a decision arrived at. 


IRISH MAILS. 

Mr. J. L. CAREW (Dublin, College 
Green) : I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, whether, inasmuch as it has 
been positively stated to the Chambers 
of Commerce by qualified experts that 
the Post Office Department will not find 
any practical difficulty in acceding to the 
request of the deputation which recently 
waited on the Postmaster General, viz., 
that the full two hours provided by the 
accelerated service shall be given to Ire- 
Jand, he will undertake that the proposed 
time-table of the Post Office shall not be 
decided on till next Session, so as to 
allow the views of the Chambers of Com- 
merce to be more fully investigated by 
the Department 4 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General has no knowledge of the state- 
ments alleged to have been made by 
qualified experts to the Chambers of 
Commerce ; but if the Chambers of Com- 
merce consider them of importance it is 
hoped they will communicate them to 
him, which they have not hitherto done. 
In reference to the latter part of the 
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Question, he must repeat that, as was 
stated in reply to a similar question on 
Friday, it would be impossible to make 
arrangements by the Ist April next for 
extending to the Irish provinces the 
advantages of the acceleration to com- 
mence on that date if the time-table of 
the service between London and Dublin 
were not settled until next Session. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): 
May I ask the right hon. Gentleman 
whether, at the interview which the 
Chambers of Commerce had with the 
Postmaster General, these representations 
were made; was there a shorthand 
writer present at the interview, or is 
there any means of ascertaining what 
was said by the Postmaster General and 
what was said on behalf of the deputa- 
tion 1 

Mr. HANBURY: I was not at the 
deputation, so I do not know whether 
there was a shorthand writer present, 
but the Postmaster General denies that 
he has the information mentioned. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork): Is 
the right hon. Gentleman aware that the 
Scotch mails, which have been made the 
pretext for this arrangement, are brought 
by very slow trains ? 

Mr. HANBURY: I will inquire as 
to that, but I may say that one other 
difficulty is connected with the junction 
of the trains, I think, at Crewe. As 
regards the night down mails, it would 
be necessary to put on a special train, 
because the night mails are carried by 
the Scotch mail train. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I would ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as Secretary 
to the Treasury and not as representing 
the Postmaster General, if he will see 
that we get value for our money ? 

Captain DONELAN (Cork, E.): Is 
the right hon Gentleman aware that a 
short postponement would be quite diffi- 
cult for the consideration of this matter ? 

Mr. HANBURY : I will convey that 
suggestion to the Postmaster General, 
and see whether it can be carried out. 

Captain DONELAN: On behalf of 
the hon. Member for West Kerry (Sir 
Tuomas Esmonpe), I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as represen- 
ting the Postmaster General, when the 
Resolution confirming the new contracts 
for the conveyance of mails between 
London and Dublin will be brought 
before the House ; what is the duration 
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of the proposed new contracts; whether; THe VICE PRESIDENT or THE 
an opportunity will be given for the dis-|COUNCIL (Sir Jonn Gorst, Cam- 
cussion of the question on the Appropria- | bridge University) : On lst August, the 
tion Bill ; and, whether, in view of the | Committee of Council wrote to the town 
strong feeling in Ireland on the matter, | clerk, requesting certain information 
he will defer the definite settlement of | regarding the applications for free places ; 
the mail time-table until next Session, so|but no reply has been received. The 
as to allow time for investigation as to|managers of the Church of England 
how far it is possible to meet the wishes | schools have undertaken to provide free 
of the Irish public in this respect ? | places for all applicants at schools within 
Mr. HANBURY : The new contract | a reasonable distance of their homes. 
for the conveyance of mails between 
Holyhead and Kingstown has already 
been approved by the House by Resolu- QUEENSLAND. 
tion, on July 4th, 1895. The contractis, Mr. HOGAN: I beg to ask the 
to remain in force for 20 years from | Secretary of State for the Colonies 
April 1st next. Railway contracts are | whether, in view of the disappointment 
not, as sea contracts are, approved by | and dissatisfaction with which his reply 
Resolution of the House. The agreement | to the memorial from the Members for 
with the London and North-Western|the Central Division of Queensland, 
Railway Company for the acceleration | praying for the erection of that district 
of the Irish night mail trains is supple-|into a distinct self-governing Colony, 
mental to the contract of 1883, and the|has been locally received, he will re- 
whole arrangement can be terminated at | consider the question during the Recess ; 
12 months’ notice by either side. It will| whether he is aware that there is no 
not be possible, as explained to the hon. | precedent for an Australian Colony con- 
Member for the St. Patrick’s Division of | senting, through its Parliament, to its 
Dublin on Friday last, to defer the settle- | own subdivision, the intervention of the 
ment of the time-table for the new service | Imperial Government having on all pre- 
between London and Dublin until next | vious occasions of the kind been success- 
Session without postponing for the Irish |fully invoked; and, whether he will 
provinces the advantages of the accelera-| cause further inquiry to be made into 
tion. the grievances alleged by the people of 
| Central Queensland, through their Par- 
| liamentary representatives, to result from 
FREE EDUCATION (SOUTHPORT). | the present system of government, so 
Mr. HENRY J. WILSON (York, | that, if shown to be well founded, such 
W.R., Holmfirth): I beg to ask the| grievances may be redressed, and _re- 
Vice President of the Committee of|medial measures adopted as soon as 
Council on Education, with respect to | practicable ? 
the fact that a large number of applica-| Tur SECRETARY or STATE ror 
tions have been made to the Education tHzs COLONIES (Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Department by parents at Southport for | Birmingham, W.): The question will be 
free education for their children, which| kept in view by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
were sent by the Department to the| ment ; but they have satisfied themselves 
Attendance Committee of theCorporation | that no immediate action is desirable, 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether | and they are of opinion that any further 
the names of the applicants were genuine, | inquiry into the matter at the present 
and how many free places were available | moment is unnecessary. As to the second 
in the public elementary schools, and to | part of the hon. Member’s question, I am 
the reply of the town clerk that the | not prepared to answer it without a 
applications were genuine, but that the | fuller examination of the precedents than 
managers of the elementary schools re-| TI have been able to make. 
fused to state what free places they had, 
whether, seeing that the parents have 
done all that the law requires them todo | EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING ANIMALS. 
in this matter, what steps are the De-| Caprain DONELAN: On behalf of 
partment taking to meet as rapidly as|the hon. Member for. South Donegal 
possible the demands of the parents 4 (Mr. J. Swirr MacNegix), I beg to 
Captain Donelan. 
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ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department when the Report of 
the inspector appointed by Government 
to investigate the circumstances under 
which operations have been performed, 
with or without anesthetics, on living 
animals, which was promised some weeks 
ago, will be published and circulated ; 
and, will he explain what is the reason 
for the delay in the publication of this 
Report ? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir 
MatrHew Wuire Ruptey, Lancashire, 
Blackpool): The Return of experiments 
on living animals will, I am informed, be 
issued to-morrow morning. The delay 
was caused by my not receiving the Irish 
portion of the Return until the 27th 
July. 


TELEGRAPHISTS (BELFAST). 
Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, as representing the Postmaster- 
General, with reference to the most 
recent case of promotion to the first 
class of telegraphists (male) in Belfast, 


how many members of the second class 
were upon that occasion superseded ; 
what is their respective length of ser- 
vice; also the length of service of the 
individual by whom they were super- 
seded ; what was the date upon which 
they respectively received their final in- 
crement, according to their present class ; 
and in how many instances since then 
were they passed over in promotion ; 
whether, seeing that there are some of 
the present members of the first class of 
telegraphists in Belfast, who were raised 
to that class, who at no period performed 
the ordinary routine duties of a telegraph 
office, and who possess no knowledge of 
practical telegraphy, will he explain why 
this dissimilarity of treatment; and, if 
he will cause steps to be taken to guard 
against its repetition in the future ? 

Mr. HANBURY : In the recent case 
of promotion to the first class of tele- 
graphists (male) at Belfast, the number 
of men passed over on the second class 
was four. The length of service of these 
four men is 12 years 6 months, 29 years, 
25 years 8 months, and 25 years 1 month 
respectively. One of them obtained his 
maximum in October, 1894; the other 
three have been for some years at the 
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maximum of their scale; and they have 
all been several times passed over—two 
on account of their bad records, two 
because they were not considered com- 
petent for promotion. The officer by 
whom they were last passed over has 10 
years and 10 months’ service. It is the 
fact that certain of the duties performed 
by first-class telegraphists do not involve 
the manipulation of telegraph instru- 
ments; but the performance of such 
duties is equally important, and cer- 
tainly does not imply that the person 
performing them is in any way lacking 
as regards character, conduct, or general 
efficiency. In the interests of the Ser- 
vice, as well as in justice to individuals, 
the Postmaster General must again point 
out that it is most undesirable that 
questions of the kind should be raised in 
the House of Commons. 


ASSAULT CASE 
(ROSSMORE ESTATE, IRELAND). 
Mr. J. DILLON (Mayo, E.): On 
behalf of the hon. Member for East 
Galway (Mr. Jonn Rocue), I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, with reference to the 
two assaults on a tenant on the Ross- 
more estate, named Tully, committed by 
two emergency men in August, 1895, 
one with a mallet and the other with a 
stake, during an attempt to fence off a 
portion of Tully’s holding, will he ex- 
plain why it was that no policeman was 
called by the Crown at Petty Sessions to 
prove who struck the blow with a stake, 
although five or six civilians proved it 
was Nesbitt ; whether he is aware that 
at last Spring Assizes no policeman was 
produced to prove who struck Tully, that 
the above-mentioned witnesses having 
proved that it was Nesbitt, another 
emergency man named Morrison stated 
that he struck the blow with the stake ; 
whether, when Morrison was brought up 
at Woodford Petty Sessions, three police- 
men proved that Morrison did not strike 
the blow; will he also explain why it 
was that when the adjourned case came 
before Judge O’Brien at Summer Assizes 
the Crown produced no witnesses ; and, 
will he make inquiries into the circum- 
stances of the case} 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: Two 
constables were examined in this case at 


Woodford Petty Sessions on the 27th 
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August 1895, but they were not able to 
prove that it was Nesbitt who inflicted 
the blow that injured Tully. Four 
civilian witnesses gave evidence that the 
blow causing serious injury to Tully was 
struck by Nesbitt. As to the second 
paragraph, the same two constables were 
produced and examined at the last 
Spring Assizes and repeated the evidence 
given by them at Petty Sessions. The 
four civilian witnesses also repeated their 
evidence at Petty Sessions. On the con- 
clusion of the evidence for the Crown, 
Morrison came forward and swore that 
it was he who struck Tully, and when 
brought up at Petty Sessions two con- 
stables and a retired sergeant of police 
gave evidence to the effect that Morrison 
could not have struck Tully. At the 
Summer Assizes the Grand Jury founda 
true bill against Morrison, who pleaded 
guilty, and the Crown had consequently 
no opportunity of examining witnesses 
on this occasion. 


Arrest of a Stoker 


CHARGE OF ASSAULT (DUMBARTON), 
Mr. J. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid): 
I beg to ask the Lord Advocate if his 
attention has been called to the case of a 
lad named Erskine, who was tried by a 
sheriff and jury at Dumbarton last 
month, on a charge of indecent exposure 
and assault, and acquitted by a verdict 
of not proven ; if he can state the date 
when the alleged offence was committed ; 
the date when the case was reported by 
the police to the Procurator-Fiscal ; the 
date when the Procurator-Fiscal, by him- 
self or deputy, visited the locus of the 
alleged crime, took the requisite pre- 
cognitions, and satisfied himself of 
the relevancy of the charge; upon 
what date was the warrant for 
arrest of the accused issued and 
executed ; did the Procurator-Fiscal cal] 
upon accused and his parents, and _ pro- 
cure statements and a list of witnesses 
to substantiate an alibi before himself 
investigating the charges; and, upon 
what date did the Procurator-Fiscal 
report the case to the Crown Office ? 
*THE LORD ADVOCATE: T have 
made inquiry into this matter. The 
accused was charged with committing 
two offences on the same day, viz., 4th 
May. One was reported to the Pro- 
curator-Fiscal on the 9th and the other 
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on the 13th May. The Procurator- 
Fiscal visited the place and took pre- 
cognitions on the 20th May. These were 
forwarded to Crown Counsel on the 26th 
May. A warrant was issued on the Ist 
and the accused was arrested on the 5th 
June, but liberated on bail the same day. 
The Procurator-Fiscal did not call upon 
accused or his parents or procure state- 
ments to substantiate an alibi before 
investigating the charges, but subse- 
quently precognitions were taken from 
some witnesses in exculpation and re- 
ported to Crown Counsel on the 15th 
June, with the result that the case was, 
on the 20th June, ordered for trial by 
the sheriff- and jury. The trial took 
place on the 27th July, and a verdict of 
“ Not proven” was returned. The evi- 
dence is very conflicting, but seeing that 
the evidence of identification was most 
complete, Crown Counsel, in my opinion, 
acted correctly, in the circumstances, in 
dealing with the case as they did. 


ARREST OF A STOKER (H.MS. 
“ CHARYBDIS. ”) 

Mr. H. KIMBER (Wandsworth): I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty— 
(1) whether he has investigated the case 
of William Arthur Filce, sailor, employed 
as stoker on Board H.M.S. Charybdis, 
Sheerness, who, on the 24th day of June 
last was arrested at midnight, at his 
home at Balham, for over-staying his 
leave from ship, and, notwithstanding a 
medical certificate that he was ill, signed 
by Dr. Cannock of Balham, was locked 
up in a police cell all night, without pro- 
duction of any warrant, and next day 
(Thursday 25th) was taken before a 
police magistrate who committed him at 
once, as a deserter from the Royal Navy, 
to Holloway Gaol, where he was kept 
under prison discipline and made to wear 
the prison dress for nine days, no report 
being made to his ship and no attempt 
made to deliver him until after he had 
been in prison a week, namely on 
Wednesday Ist July, when his wife 
went to the Vice Admiral at Sheerness 
and told him the story, upon which the 
Admiral signalled to the Charybdis, and 
the answer came back that they did not 
know where the man was, whereupon 
the Admiral courteously promised to look 
into the case;(2) whether it is in 
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accordance with the regulations of the 
Navy, and with the law, that a seaman 
can be so arrested and without warrant, 
and so confined and treated, or what is 
the explanation of the matter; and (3), 
whether the same man had deposited 
£12 with the paymaster in or about 
Easter to purchase his discharge, which 
money was retained until the above 
occurrences, and then returned to him 
without any reason being given to him ; 
and what was the reason 4 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. G. J. Goscnen, St. 
George’s, Hanover Square): The hon. 
Member has omitted a most material 
fact in his Question, namely, that the 
man, after sending in a certificate that 
he was ill from vertigo, 7.e., giddiness, 
and was unable to travel, was absent 
when the police, at the request of the 
Captain of the Charybdis, called at his 
house to verify the man’s statement. 
They accordingly telegraphed this infor- 
mation to his captain, from whom they 
received a reply, ordering them to arrest 
him, which they did at midnight, find- 
ing him on his way home from the 
Canterbury Music Hall. The action of 
the police was strictly legal under 
Section 9 of the Act 11 and 12 Vic. ¢. 
62, and the man being an absentee was 
properly charged by the police before a 
magistrate, who committed him as a 
straggler. The police did not give 
notice to the Captain of his ship, but in 
the usual course informed the Admiralty 
of his committal, and they had no 
knowledge of the facts or of the identity 
of the man. Some delay occurred at 
the Admiralty in tracing the man’s 
papers, his identity, etc., but when this 
was established in the usual manner, the 
police were directed to take Filce to his 
ship. In answer to the last paragraph, 
the man had deposited £12 with the pay- 
master against the latter’s receipt, the 
necessary step under the regulations pre- 
liminary to the investigation as to 
whether the discharge can be granted or 
not. The decision to refuse it was com- 


municated to the port on the 17th June, 
and to the man on the 19th or 20th, so 
that he knew it before going on leave on 
the 22nd, and this decision could not 
therefore have been influenced in the 
slightest degree by the subsequent action 
of the man. 
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BURMESE RAILWAYS. 

Sir STAFFORD NORTHCOTE 
(Exeter): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India if he can state the facts 
connected with the reported sale of 
Burmese railways by the Government 
of India to a syndicate; and, if one 
of those conditions includes a Govern- 
ment guarantee of interest on the stock 
of those railways ? 

Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Gerorce Hamitrton, 
Middlesex, Ealing): No sale of the 
Burmese railways has taken place or 
was ever contemplated. A company 
has been formed, under agreement with 
the Secretary of State in Council, and 
with the concurrence of the Government 
of India, for working the existing 
system and making extensions. On the 
capital raised by the Company, interest 
at 24 per cent. is guaranteed by the 
Government. 


ARMY PENSION 
(ALEXANDER MACKENZIE). 

Mr. T. C. H. HEDDERWICK 
(Wick Burghs) : I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War whether 
his attention has been drawn to the case 
of Alexander Mackenzie, a native of 
Dingwall, who enlisted in the 2nd Bat- 
talion of the Seaforth Highlanders in 
1885, at the age of 19 years and 
4 months, and after two years’ service 
with his regiment, mainly in India, was, 
owing to the effects of the climate, 
incapacitated for service and discharged 
with a certificate marked exemplary, 
both as regards conduct and character, 
and who has since his discharge, and in 
consequence of his incapacitation as 
aforesaid, become imbecile and incapable 
of doing anything for his own support ; 
and, whether there is any fund or insti- 
tution in connection with the Army for 
the relief of soldiers who so suffer in the 
service of the country; and, if so, 
whether the Under Secretary of State 
for War will inquire into the case of the 
said Alexander Mackenzie with a view 
to the favourable consideration of his 
claims for relief ? 

*ToHeE UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Surrey, Guildford): This man was dis- 
charged after a little more than two 
years’ service on account of epilepsy 
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which he developed before he had been 
a year in India. He appears to have 
been of weak intellect while in the ser- 
vice, and I regret to say that there is no 
fund or institution over which the Secre- 
tary of State has control from which 
relief can be given to him. 

Mr. HEDDERWICK: May I ask 
whether there are not funds, if not 
under the control of the Secretary of 
State, under the control of other persons, 
which would be applicable to a case of 
this sort? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: There are no 
funds available for the pension of sol- 
diers. There are the funds in the 


Lough Erne 


hands of the Patriotic Fund for the 
relief of soldiers’ widows, but there are 
no funds available for the pension of 
soldiers except those granted by Parlia- 
ment in respect of long service. 


MAYBRICK (MRS.). 

Mr. W. PRITCHARD MORGAN 
(Merthyr Tydvil): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment, whether Lord Russell of 
Killowen stated, in his letter to the 
Home Office, that his opinion, as head 
of the criminal justiciary of England, 
was that Mrs. Maybrick ought to be 
immediately released, and did his Lord- 
ship authorise the Home Secretary to 
make his statement public ; and, whether 
he will inform the House the precise 
nature of the communication referred 
to ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: 
J must refer the hon. Member to the 
answers which I gave on this subject on 
July 3lst. I have nothing to add to 
them except that the objections to laying 
the letter of the Lord Chief Justice on 
the Table of the House apply equally to 
my making any statement as to its 
contents. 


ROAD REPAIR (GLAMORGANSHIRE). 

Mr. PRITCHARD MORGAN: I 
beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether his attention 
has been called to the condition of the 
road between Hirwain and Cwmsmintan, 
in Glamorganshire ; whether it is the 
duty of the County Council of Glamor- 


Under Secretary of State for War. 
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ganshire or the County Council of 
Brecknockshire to see to its repair ; and 
whether any and what steps have been 
taken by the Local Government Board 
to bring pressure to bear upon the 
authorities responsible for the condition 
of such road ? 

Tue SECRETARY to tne LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
RussEtu, Tyrone, 8.): The Local Govern- 
ment Board in March last received a com- 
plaint from a Member of the Penderyn 
Parish Council as to the road referred te. 
The Board communicated with the 
County Councils of Glamorgan and 
Brecon on the subject, and the Brecon- 
shire County Council, in May last, in- 
formed the Board that the liability of 
repair was a matter in dispute between 
the two counties, and that the question 
was about to be settled by arbitration. 
The Board have not received any further 
communication on the subject. The 
question as to the liability to repair 
is not one which the Board have any 
jurisdiction to determine, and I cannot 
undertake to express any opinion on the 
question in the case referred to. 

Mr. PRITCHARD MORGAN: Will 
the hon. Gentlemen promise that the 
Board will do all it can to get this road 
repaired ? 

THE SECRETARY 10 tue LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD: Certainly. 


LOUGH ERNE DRAINAGE. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury whether his attention has been 
called to a letter published in the Ennis- 
killen local papers from Mr. J. Mahaffy, 
J.P., Belturbet, complaining that the 
£30,000 spent on the drainage of Lough 
Erne has resulted in rendering the 
River Erne less navigable than before ; 
and will the Treasury direct the Board 
of Works to make an immediate inquiry 
into the management and expenditure of 
this Board ? 

Mr. HANBURY: No, Sir. Mr. 
Mahaffy has not communicated his letter 
to me, nor has any complaint on the sub- 
ject reached the Treasury. If the hon. 
Member will kindly let me have a copy 
of the letter, together with any other 
information he may have on the subject, 
I will look into the matter and commu- 
nicate the result to him. 
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Mr. FARRELL: Will the right 


hon. Gentleman say that an Inquiry 
will be granted ? 

Mr. HANBURY: I have given the 
hon. Gentleman the fullest information 
T can. 


VACCINATION (ROYAL COMMISSION). 

Mr. WOOTTON ISAACSON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether he 
would grant a Return of the cost of the 
Royal Commission on Vaccination up to 
the end of March 1896, promised on the 
30th of April last. 

Mr. HANBURY: Last April the 
hon. Member put down a notice to move 
for a Return of this expenditure, and I 
informed him by letter of the 29th April 
that I would agree to it; but he appears 
to have taken no further action in the 
matter till now. Subsequently I in- 
formed the House, in reply to a Question 
put by the hon. Member for Gloucester, 
on the 11th May last, that the total cost 
of this Commission up to the 3lst 
March had been £16,792. This answer 
appears to make the Return now in 
question unnecessary. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS POST OFFICE. 

Mer. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN 
(Kent, Tunbridge): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as_repre- 
senting the Postmaster General, whether 
his attention has been called to a 
memorial, signed by 20 out of a possible 
25 postmen at Tunbridge Wells, com- 
plaining of certain regulations of the 
Post Office in force there ; and whether 
the Postmaster General can see his way 
to meeting the demand of the men on 
the subject? 

Mr. HANBURY: A memorial such 
as the hon. Member describes has been 
received. The regulation in question 
was to the effect that the Postmen when 
leaving the office on their delivery were 
to leave in single file. This order was 
made for the convenience of the public 
—the streets in the midst of which the 
Tunbridge Wells Office is situated being 
narrow—and it is not proposed to rescind 
it, at any rate, until the post office 
business at Tunbridge Wells is removed 
to the new office, which is more con- 
veniently situated than the present one. 


{10 Aucusr 1896} 
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DONAGHADEE HARBOUR. 

Mr..D. KILBRIDE (Galway, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether the dredger sent to Donaghadee 
Harbour is still working there; if not, 
when and for what reason it was 
removed ; whether he will make inquiry 
as to the very unsafe condition of the 
hottom of the harbour, and the danger 
to ships coming into it; and if he will 
consider the desirability of having a 
dredger with buckets sent to Donaghadee 
Harbour to complete the work there ¢ 

Mr. HANBURY: The hon. Member 
has not allowed me sufficient time to 
obtain a report from Ireland on this 
subject, as this Question only appeared 
on Saturday’s Paper. As soon as this 
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can be done I will communicate with 
him on the subject. 


LOTHAIRE TRIAL. 

Mr. J. F. OSWALD (Oldham): On 
behalf of the hon. Member for Shrews- 
bury (Mr. H. D. Greene), I beg to ask 
the Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will now lay upon the Table of the 
House the documents and information 
and correspondence in their possession 
with reference to the execution of Mr. 
Stokes and the confiscation of his pro- 
perty and the proceedings in Boma and 
Brussels ; whether Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment will insist upon the restitution 
of Mr. Stokes’s property ; and whether 
the Congo Government have properly 
complied with the requirements of Her 
Majesty’s Government in respect to the 
trial of Major Lothaire? 

THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. GeorGcE Curzon, Lancashire, South- 
port): Thesecond trial of Major Lothaire 
is only just completed, and it is a little 
difficult for me to answer the Questions 
of the hon. and learned Member before 
Her Majesty’s Government have even 
received a report of the entire proceed- 
ings, or been made fully acquainted with 
what took place. When this knowledge 
is in their possession there will be no 
objection to laying papers, though their 
voluminous character and the, exigencies 
of translation may occasion some delay. 
As regards Mr. Stokes’s property, the 
report of Vice Consul Arthur on the 
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subject from Boma has not yet been 
received. 

Mr. OSWALD: May I ask whether 
there is any objection to sending to the 
hon. Gentleman who put the Question 
down the papers when they arrive 1 

Mr. CURZON : As I have just said, 
the papers will be published as soon as 
we get them into form, and the hon, 
Member will see them when published. 

*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 
8.): May I ask whether the two Courts 
which heard the case were not Courts of 
competent jurisdiction, and, if so, whether 
their decisions are not, by the comity of 
nations, bound to be respected ? 

Mr. CURZON: Yes, Sir ; I believe 
they were both Courts of competent 
jurisdiction under the law of the Congo 
State. 


Reform Committee 


VACCINATION ORDERS (BRADFORD-ON- 
AVON). 

Captain CHALONER (Wilts, West- 
bury): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, with 
reference to certain vaccination cases 
tried at Bradford-on-Avon Petty Sessions 
on 27th May, whether he has now 
received the statements, duly attested, 
of the defendant, George Henry Banks, 
and his accredited friend, William Grove 
Parriss, and other witnesses, to the effect 
that the defendant was not present in 
Court when the decision was given, and 
that Mr. Parriss was refused a hearing 
for all his cases on the sole ground that 
he was not a solicitor ; and, whether, in 
view of the refusal of a statutory right 
having been thus shown to have taken 
place, he is prepared to advise that the 
orders made on the absent defendant 
should be cancelled ? 

Sin MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
Yes, Sir, I have received these statements, 
and can only conclude that there has 
been some misunderstanding of the 
grounds on which Mr. Parriss was refused 
a hearing. The order was not made, as 
stated in the Question, in the defendant’s 
absence ; and in any case jurisdiction to 
cancel it lies not with me, but with the 
High Court. 


PARTICULAR SERVICE SQUADRON. 
Mr. EDWARD MORTON (Devon- 
port): On behalf of the hon. Member for 


Mr. George Curzon. 
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Devonport (Mr. H. E. Kearzey), I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Admiralty 
whether it is the intention of the 
Admiralty to continue the Particular 
Service Squadron in commission for a 
prolonged period, or whether there is any 
prospect of it being paid off or returning 
to England before the end of the year. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tne AD- 
MIRALTY: The course to be taken 
with regard to the maintenance of the 
Particular Service Squadron in com- 
mission must depend upon a variety of 
circumstances, and I am not prepared to 
make a statement on the subject at 
present. 


Prisoners (Pretoria). 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN FLEETS. 
*Srr CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty when the Return 
of Fleets of Great Britain and Foreign 
Countries, ordered 2nd June, is likely to 
be circulated. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe AD- 
MIRALTY: The compilation of the 
return is somewhat laborious, but is now 
completed subject to a revise. Proofs 
have been received, and the Return will 
be laid on the Table, in dummy, during 
the recess. 


REFORM COMMITTEE PRISONERS 
(PRETORIA). 

Sir ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether his attention has been called to 
the letters of Mr. Lionel Phillips and 
Mr. James Salter White, in the papers 
of 5th and 6th August, both of which 
gentlemen affirm that Sir Jacobus de Wet 
promised the protection of the British 
Government to all the Members of the 
Reform Committee as well as to the 
British residents in Johannesburg, if 
they laid down they arms, stating that 
not a hair of the head of any Member 
of the Reform Committee would be 
touched, and that no personal indignities, 
such as imprisonment, would be inflicted 
on them; whether Sir Jacobus de Wet 
was at that time acting as the representa- 
tive of the Queen, and under instructions 
from the High Commissioner, then at 
Pretoria; whether, in view of these 
facts, the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies still adheres to his statement 
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that no promise of protection was made 
to the British residents at Johannesburg ; 
and, whether he will use the influence of 
Her Majesty’s Government to obtain the 
release of the two Reform leaders still in 
Pretoria Gaol ? 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: I have 
seen the letters from Mr. Lionel Phillips 
and Mr. James Salter White referred 
to, and, without in any way impugning 
the good faith of these gentlemen, I can- 
not accept their version of what passed 
between the Reform Committee and Sir 
Jacobus de Wet on the morning of the 
7th of January last, and perhaps the 
House will bear with me while I state 
what I understood took place. On the 
6th of January, Dr. Jameson and his 
forces being prisoners, and Johannesburg 
being in armed but passive insurrection, 
Sir Hercules Robinson was informed 
by the Transvaal Government that 
Johannesburg must lay down its arms 
unconditionally within 24 hours as a con- 
dition precedent to a discussion and 
consideration of grievances. He en- 
deavoured to obtain some indication of 
the steps which would be taken in the 
event of disarmament, but without 
success. This decision was at once 
communicated to the Reform Committee 
at Johannesburg by a telegram from 
Sir Jacobus de Wet. Late in the same 
day, January 6th, the Government 
announced that it would hand over 
Dr. Jameson and all other prisoners 
to be dealt with as Her Majesty’s 
Government should decide, but that the 
transfer would not take place until 
Johannesburg had complied with the 
ultimatum just mentioned. It was 
therefore agreed that Sir Jacobus de Wet 
should proceed early on the 7th to 
Johannesburg in order to interview the 
Reform Committee and explain the posi- 
tion to the people generally, who were 
infuriated with the Reform Committee, 
by whom they thought that Dr. Jameson 
had been invited and betrayed. The 
interview which followed in the morning 
is the subject-matter of this Question. I 
have no official information of what 
passed in conversation, but Sir Jacobus 
de Wet has given the following account 
of his own part in it in a letter which 
appeared in the Saturday Review of 
July 4th :— 

‘Secondly, regarding the private promise 
which I am alleged to have made to the members 
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of the Reform Committee, that if they brcught 
about a peaceful disarmament the Transvaal 
Government would grant a free pardon, this is 
also incorrect. What I did say to individual 
members of the committee, who asked what 
would be done with them, was that I had no 
official information or any information on that 
point, but that, in my private opinion, nothing 
would be done. Anyone knowing the circum- 
stances and the attitude of the President would 
have been justified in drawing suchan inference.” 


Prisoners (Pretoria). 


At the end of the morning’s meeting the 
Reform Committee passed a resolution 
saying that, having seriously considered 
the ultimatim of the Government that 
Johannesburg must lay down its arms, 
they had unanimously decided to comply 
with this demand. They went on to say 
that in coming to this decision the com- 
mittee had been actuated by a paramount 
desire to do everything possible to 
insure the safety of Dr. Jameson and his 
men, to advance the amicable discussion 
of terms of settlement with the Transvaal 
Government, and support the High 
Commissioner in his efforts. This reso- 
lution was telegraphed by Sir Jacobus de 
Wet tothe Government at Pretoria, as 
well as to the High Commissioner, and 
elicited a reply from the former, in which, 
after quoting the ultimatum of the day 
before, it was said :— 


‘** As you will see, no single condition is in- 
cluded herein. ‘The disarmament must be, as 
already stated, unconditional. Whatever, there- 
fore, may happen with regard to a discussion of 
affairs or other things of whatever nature, they 
have nothing to do with the laying down ot 
arms. Whilst the resolution of the committee, 
calling itself the Reform Committee, makes a 
mention of a discussion of grievances and of a 
motion in the matter of the safety of Dr. 
Jameson and so on, it is extremely desirable 
that the committee calling itself the Reform 
Committee should without delay be clearly 
placed in a knowledge of the true state of 
things.” 


Sir Jacobus de Wet appears to have done 
what was suggested, because at 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon of that day (the 7th of 
January) the Reform Committee tele- 
graphed to the High Commissioner, 
saying :—‘‘ We have surrendered our 


arms unconditionally.” It will, thus, be 
seen that up to the time of laying down 
their arms the committee did not claim 
that either the Transvaal Government or 
the High Commissioner was in any way 
pledged to them as regards their own 
personal liberty. Subsequently the Re- 
form Committee were arrested, examined 
before a magistrate, enlarged on bail, 
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surrendered themselves in due course for 
trial, pleaded guilty, were sentenced to 
various punishments—four of them to 
death— petitioned for clemency, with the 
exception of the two still in prison, and 
were set at liberty on terms already 
known to the House. These being the 
facts, Iam unable to believe that during 
all these events the whole body were in 
possession of, but kept silence about, a 
pledge from the High Commissioner or 
British Agent that not a hair of their 
heads would be touched and that no 
personal indignity such as imprisonment 
would be inflicted on any of them. I 
may add that Sir Hercules Robinson has 
informed me that before he met the 
execttive council on the morning of the 
6th of January, he was informed by a 
delegate from Johannesburg that the 
position was desperate and the town 
could not hold out for 48 hours against 
an attack by the Boers. His governing 
motive in his action, apart from a desire 
to obtain the transfer of the Jameson 
force, was a desire to save Johannesburg 
from the loss of life and suffering which 
would have followed from such an attack. 
The hon. Gentleman also asks me 
whether I will use the influence of her 
Majesty’s Government to obtain the 
release of the two Reform leaders still in 
Pretoria Gaol. I have already on two 
oceasions sent a message to those gentle- 
men urging them to adopt the same 
course as adopted by their fellow prisoners 
and make their own petition to the 
Transvaal Government. If they do this 
I shall, of course, be glad to support them 
in any way in my power, but if they 
refuse, from what I consider to be mis- 
taken notions of dignity, I do not think 
I can interfere. [‘‘ Hear, hear !”] 

Sr E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
May I ask the right hon. Gentleman 
whether he has any official Dispatch from 
Sir Jacobus de Wet in which that 
gentleman denies the statement made 
directly by Mr. Lionel Phillips and Mr. 
White ; whether he is aware that a third 
member of the Reform Committee has 
also written to the papers entirely con- 
firming the statement of the other two 
Gentlemen ; whether there is in his 
possession a telegram—— 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! the 
hon. Member is now replying to the 
answer given by the right hon. Gentle- 
man. These are matters which should 


Mr. J. Chamberlain. 
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form the subject of a separate interro- 
gation. [Cheers. | 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
These questions do directly arise out of 
my first question [‘ Order, order!”]; 
but if you prevent me from putting them, 
I cannot of course dispute your ruling. 

Caprain BETHELL (Yorks, E.R., 
Holderness :) Arising out of the last 
paragraph of the question, Sir, I should 
like to ask my right hon. friend whether, 
as the two persons still in prison will not 
make application for release, probably on 
account of their having to bind them- 
selves not to take any pert in the political 
affairs of the Transvaal, he could repre- 
sent in a friendly way to President 
Kruger that the end he wished to attain 
would be better gained by banishing them 
from the Republic. 


Mr. McLEOD asked whether the 
Mr. Phillips in question was not the 
Mr. Phillips who bolted from his trial at 
Pretoria. 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : No, no; 
Mr. Phillips did not bolt atall. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”| In answer to my hon. and 
gallant Friend, I think that he seems to 
have forgotten that the conditions im- 
posed on the other gentlemen involved 
the alternative, either that they were to 
give an. assurance that they would not 
take further part in political affairs in 
the Transvaal, or that they were to be 
banished. Of course, if these gentlemen 
preferred banishment to giving the assur- 
ance asked for, there was nothing to 
prevent them from accepting that alter- 
native. [ Hear, hear! ”| 


Caprain BETHELL: Does that offer 
still hold good ? 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: These 
gentlemen have absolutely refused to 
make any application to the Transvaal 
Government in the matter, but if they 
make such an application as was made 
by their colleagues and companions in 
imprisonment, I have no doubt that the 
same conditions will be offered to them. 
[ Hear, hear !”] 


Stir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
I wish to ask you, Sir, whether you rule 
that it is out of order for me to ask the 
right hon. Gentleman to communicate to 
the House the Dispatch in which Sir 
J. De Wet denies the truth of these 
assertions ! 


Prisoners (Pretoria). 
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*Mr. SPEAKER: I have not ruled 
such a question to be out of order. I 
ruled out of order a long series of 
questions which were in the nature of a 
reply to the answer of the right hon. 
Gentleman. (Cheers). 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : My hon. 
friend has not paid attention to my 
answer. [“ Hear, hear!” and laughter. | 
I told him that I had no official con- 
firmation from Sir J. De Wet on the 
subject, but that I took his denial from 
the letter he wrote to the Satwrday 
Review. [‘ Hear, hear!” 


Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
Was it to that letter that the right hon. 
Gentleman referred the other day when 
he said that Sir J. De Wet had denied 
the truth of these assertions ? 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : Certainly. 
(“ Hear, hear !”] 


WOODS AND FORESTS DEPARTMENT 
(SALARIES). 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint 
Boroughs): I beg to ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the 
salaries of certain officials attached to 
some Government Departments do not 
appear on the Estimates, their salaries 
being paid by way of fees and poundage, 
thus making it impossible for any Mem- 
ber to raise on the Estimates any ques- 
tion relating to the work or salary of 
such offices ; and, whether steps will be 
taken, either by inserting a nominal 
salary on the Estimates or in such other 
way as may be expedient, to enable the 
House to discuss the work or salary of 
officers paid by fees and poundage ? 

Mr. HANBURY: I understand that 
the hon. Member is referring t9 officers 
of the Woods and Forests Department. 
Possibly the question could be raised 
on the salaries of the Commissioners, but 
probably it could not, as the officers are 
not paid out of voted moneys. <A Select 
Committee of 1857 recommended that 
they should be paid from the Votes, but 
the Treasury decided against it, on the 
ground that it raised questions connected 
with the present arrangement of the 
Civil List ; £100 might, however, be 
placed on the Votes for the purpose of 
bringing the officers’ action under review, 
but without prejudicing the general 
question, and I am disposed to think 
this should be done. 
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TRACTION ENGINES ON ROADS. 

Mr. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN : I 
beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether his atten- 
tion has been called to the Report of the 
Select Committee on Traction Engines on 
Roads, and the proposals unanimously 
made therein ; and, whether he will be 
prepared to bring in a Bill embodying 
these proposals next Session ? 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL : The President 
will carefully consider, during the recess, 
the recommendations of the Select Com- 
mittee, but he cannot give any pledges 
as to the legislation which will be pro- 
posed next Session. 


RELIGIOUS BODIES 
(COMMISSIONERS OF WOODS). 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS: I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
whether, in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Select Committee on 
Woods and Forests in 1890, the Com- 
missioners of Woods have been em- 
powered to treat all religious denomina- 
tions on a footing of equality in regard 
to donations out of the income of the 
land revenues for religious and educa- 
tional purposes ? 

Mr. HANBURY: By Section 5 of 
the Crown Lands Act 1894 (57 and 58 
Vic., Cap. 43) the Commissioners of 
Woods may, with the consent of the 
Treasury, make out of the income of the 
Land Revenues of the Crown, donations 
of money for any religious or educational 
purposes connected with land under the 
management of the Commissioners, or for 
the purposes of any hospital, infirmary 
or cemetery. The power given by this 
section was obtained in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Select Com- 
mittee of 1890. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD 
(ANNUAL REPORT). 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS: I beg to 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board when the Annual Report of 
the Board for 1895-6 will be laid upon 
the Table? 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: Considerable 
progress has been made with the Annual 
Report, and a large portion of it is in 
type. The Report will be issued at as 
early a date as possible. It may be 
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mentioned that part of the information 
furnished in the Report cannot be 
obtained until some time after the expi- 
ration of the year for which the Report 
is made. For instance, the final state- 
ment as to the local taxation account 
for the year ending 31st March is not 
obtainable until the month of June. 


BENGAL TENANCY ACT, 1885. 

Mr. GORELL BARNES (Kent, 
Faversham) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether his attention 
has been drawn to the leading article of 
The Pioneer of 16th July 1896, in 
which it is stated that chaos has super- 


vened in the relations between landlord | 
and tenant throughout Bengal by reason | 


of certain decisions under the Bengal 
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Tenancy Act of 1885 ; whether it is true, 
as stated by The Pioneer, that the ruling 


of the full bench of the High Court of | 


Bengal in the case of Upadhay Thakoor 
shows that for some years past some of 
the highest executive officers in Bengal, 
drawing pay of Rs.2,000 per mensem 
and upwards, have been employed under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act in exercising an 





illegal jurisdiction ; whether it is true, 
as stated by the same authority, that | 
some hundreds of thousands of decisions | 
in recent rent and boundary cases have | 
been invalidated by this ruling; and, | 
whether he will lay all the papers upon 
the Table of the House of Commons | 
before assenting to any extension of the | 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act, | 
or any further alteration in the land | 
laws of Bengal ! 
Lorp GEORGE 


HAMILTON: IT 
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express terms that one of the defendants 
oppressively and with malice over- 
strained his judicial powers to the 
prejudice of the plaintiff and wilful 
perversion of justice, and found a verdict 
for the plaintiff for £500, the presiding 
Judge directed judgment to be entered 
for the defendant on the ground that 
such an action did not lie against a 
Judge at all; (2) whether he is aware 
that that judgment has been upheld by 
the Court of Appeal, and that it was 
suggested by one of the Judges of that 
Court that in the present state of the 
law of England if a Judge, while sitting 
as such, were to shoot a man in Court 
and kill him, it is doubtful if proceedings 
for murder would lie against him; and, 
(3) whether the Government will initiate 
legislation to rectify this state of the law, 


Committee. 


jor, at all events, to define what the 


law is ? 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
Ricuarp WessteER, Isle of Wight): I 
am well acquainted with the facts of this 
case ; but I do not agree that the second 


| paragraph of the question represents the 


true view of the law as laid down by the 
Judges. In my opinion the law does 
not require amendment in this respect. 
It has remained the same for a great 
many years, and I am not aware that 
any cases of injustice have been brought 
before the public. It is absolutely 
necessary that Judges should be pro- 
tected. [‘ Hear, hear.” ] 


SOUTH AFRICAN COMMITTEE, 
Mr. THOMAS BAYLEY (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield): I beg to ask the 


have seen the article in Zhe Pioneer to | First Lord of the Treasury, whether with 
which my hon. Friend alludes, but I | reference to the proposed names to serve 


have no official information on thej|on the South African Committee, he has 
subject of the recent working of the ‘assured himself that no Member to be 
Bengal Tenancy Act. I will, however, | proposed is or has been a shareholder in 
make inquiries on the subject. the South African Chartered Company 4 
Tue FIRST LORD or tne TREA- 

|SURY (Mr. A. J. Barour, Manchester, 

ANDERSON v. GORRIE AND OTHERS. | E.); As the hon. Gentleman is probably 
Mr. KIMBER: I beg to ask the aware, an impartial Select Committee to 
Attorney General—(1) whether his atten-| deal with this subject is not to be sought 
tion has been called to the case of | for in the same sense as an impartial 
«“ Anderson v. Gorrie and Others,” the | Committee appointed to deal with a 
defendants being Judges of the Colony | private Bill. If the House desired that 
of Trinidad, tried in London in May/|the matter should be dealt with by a 
1894, before the late Lord Chief Justice | judicial tribunal, it ought to have taken 
and a special jury, when, notwithstand-| steps to secure that it should be sent to 
ing that the jury found a verdict in|a judicial tribunal. [* Hear, hear! ”] 


Mr. T. W. Russell 
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I have not made the inquiries suggested; Tue FIRST LORD or tae TREA- 
in the Question, and I have made no SURY: The Motion for the Committee 
attempt to interfere with the ordinary cannot come on, I think, if it is 
way of appointment of a Member noto-| likely to be discussed in a controversial 
riously hostile to the company, any more spirit. I am anxious to bring on the 
than I should interfere in order to in- Motion for the Committee as soon as 
clude gentlemen who are notoriously in’ I can, but I do not think it would be 
its favour. [Cheers.] convenient to sit late for that purpose. 
With regard to the question put to me 
'by the hon. Member for Islington in 
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. regard to the Votes on the Paper for 

*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, to-night, I will endeavour to take the 
Forest of Dean) asked whether it was report of Votes on which a discussion is 
the intention of her Majesty’s Govern- desired to-morrow, in a manner which 
ment to take certain private Members’ would give an opportunity for discussion. 
Bills to-night before the Government’ Under the existing Standing Orders, it 
business was concluded, and, if so, why appears that it is not in the power of the 
had that decisign been arrived at without | Government to alter the order of the 
notice being given to the House with re- Votes on Report, and we are obliged to 
gard to it? take them in precisely the same order as 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA-! in Committee of the House. I would, 
SURY: The House will perceive that however, suggest that next year we give 
some four or five private Bills have been the Government the same power to 
put down before the end of the Govern- arrange Votes on Report as the Govern- 
ment business to-night. If that course ment now have to arrange Votes in 
had not been adopted, it would have Committee. I shall, therefore, be in the 
been impossible to have taken themafter hands of the House to-morrow when I 
the whole of the Government business ask them on Report to postpone certain 
had been disposed of. These Bills have Votes which do not require discussion in 
been put down on the understanding order to discuss others which do. I will 
that they are absolutely unopposed and endeavour to meet the views of the 
that it is the desire of every individual House in so dealing with the Report of 
Member of the House that they shall pass. Supply. 

Of course if the Measures are opposed *Srr C. DILKE: Can the Report of an 
they will not be taken. If they are un- early Vote be postponed till some period 
opposed, I think that it is only right of the same day ? 

that they should havea chance of passing THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
through this House. _[‘* Hear, hear!”] SURY : It is possible, and if the House 

Mr. HERMON-HODGE (Oxon, Hen- will second the Government I will en- 
ley) asked what had been the cause of deavour to postpone Votes so that the 
the delay in the appointment of the important ones shall have precedence. 
Commission on Rating ? I think the Prisons Vote is one which 

THe PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL should be discussed, but I believe there 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Henry has been some discussion on it already, 
Cuapuin, Lincolnshire, Sleaford): The so that I cannot absolutely promise in 
list of the members of the Commission regard to that Vote. 
is now completed, and I hope to be able 
to announce the names to the House 
almost forthwith. CRETE. 

Mr. T. LOUGH (Islington, W.)asked Mr. T. M. HEALY asked the Under 
whether, before the operation of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether 
guillotine began, they would have an the Government had any confirmation of 
opportunity of discussing the Prisons a telegram in the Daily News as to the 
Vote ? roasting and mutilation of a priest in the 

Sir W. HARCOURT (Monmouth- island of Crete ? 
shire, W.) asked whether the Motion *Mr. CURZON: We received a tele- 
for the nomination of the Select Com-| gram this morning that an attack had 


mittee on British South Africa would be been made by a body of Mussulmans 
taken that night ? |upon a Christian monastery, and that 
VOL, XLIV. [rourts sERIEs.] | 
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several of the inmates had been killed, 
including three monks; but there is no 
mention of the roasting of a priest, or 
the incident to which the hon. Member 
referred. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Would it be 
possible for the right hon. Gentleman to 
make inquiries on the subject ? 

*Mr. CURZON: We are very fully 
informed by our representatives there 
of any incidents of which they are 
personally cognizant, and if anything 
so deplorable has happened I have no 
doubt we shall have early notice of it by 
telegraph. 


BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMMITTEE 
(PERSONAL EXPLANATION). 

*Sir GEORGE OSBORNE MORGAN 
‘Denbighshire, E.) asked permission of 
the House to make a short statement on 
a personal matter. Hon. Members might 
have observed in the morning papers 
that an hon. Member, who at first did 


not disclose his personal identity, but 
who now turned out to be the Member 
for Barrow-in-Furness, had done him the 
honour to propose him as a Member of 
the South Africa Committee in the place 
of his hon. Friend the Member for North- 


ampton. He desired to say that this 
was done not only without his sanction, 
but without his knowledge. He had 
never expressed or entertained any wish 
or intention to supplant or displace his 
hon. Friend, and least of all should he 
have done so in his absence from the 
House and behind his back. He was 
fully alive to the high honour and privi- 
lege of serving on such a Committee, but 
to have his name pitchforked into the 


| 
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Notice Paper without a word being said 
to him on the subject, and at a time}! 
when the constitution of the Committee | 
had been practically settled, was some- 
what distasteful, and certainly most | 
unusual, Though he had probably served | 
on as many Select Committees as anyone | 
in the House, he had never yet known | 
such a thing to be done. He thought, | 
under these circumstances, he was 
entitled to ask the hon. Gentleman to} 
withdraw his Amendment. [* Hear, | 
hear ! ”] | 


Mr. Curzon. 
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BLACKROCK AND KINGSTOWN 
DRAINAGE BILL. 

The reasons for disagreement with the 
Lords’ Amendments to this Bill were 
presented by the Chairman of Ways and 
Means (Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cumber- 
land, Penrith), and the House formally 
disagreed with the Amendments to which 
exception had been taken. 


INDIAN BUDGET. 


On the Motion of Lord Grorce 
HamILton, it was agreed that the Indian 
Budget should be put down for Wednes- 
day 

*Mr. SPEAKER suggested that the 
hon. Members who intended to put down 
Amendments should ballot for prece- 
dence to-morrow. 

Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolver- 
hampton, E.): Is it the intention of the 
Government to take the Indian Budget 
on Wednesday ? 


Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : No. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cuarrman of 
Ways and Mzavys, in the Chair. | 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 


Crass IT. 


1. Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed : 
“That a sum, not exceeding £116,997, be 


granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 


in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Local Government 


” 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) called attention to the fact 
that under the Tenth section of the Act 
of 1888 power was given to the Local 
Government Board to delegate certain 
powers to the County Councils, and under 
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another section of the Act the County | they had for the relief of the poor. What 
Councils had power to combine. He/|he said was that they ought to have a 
suggested that a combination of County | power which would act more or less on the 
Councils might be formed to which/spot, and which would not be over-bur- 


further powers should be delegated. Th 


e| dened with an infinity of details on other 


Local Government Board at present was | matters. Well, he should not go through 
severely overworked, and the only way |many other questions which the Local 
in which the officials might be enabled |Government Board knew of very well. 


to discharge all their important dutie 


s | There were questions connected with the 


would be by relieving them of certain | unemployed, with regard to whom the 
petty details attached to their office. | powers possessed were not enforced. If 
There were, for instance, the adjustment | they would allow the County Councils 
of boundaries and the questions of gas, | to combine and gave them power to carry 
water, electric lighting, and tramways. | out the orders which they might consider 
To show the state of overwork which | it safe to intrust to one County Council, 
existed in the Department he cited the | he thought there would be a great gain. 
case of the County Council of which he|In 1888 the Local Government Board 
was a member, which had made an appli-| had attempted something of the kind. 
cation in regard to the adjustment of a| He would suggest to the right hon. Gen- 
boundary three years ago, an application | tleman to experiment in this direction. 
which, although it was reported on| He begged to move to reduce the vote by 
favourably by the inspector of the Local | £100. 


Governnient Board, had only just been 


*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 


attended to owing to the kindness of the | 8.), said he was not concerned to deny 


Secretary of the Local Government Board 
But not even the Secretary of the Board 


.| the importance of the general question 
,| which his hon. Friend had somewhat un- 


with all his industry, could possibly | expectedly introduced to the Committee ; 


attend to all the cases which arose 


.| still less did he entertain a feeling of 


Next, as to the question of loans to local | jealousy of the County Councils ; on the 
authorities, he did not suggest that the | contrary, so far as County Councils were 
County Councils should have the right | concerned in the management of their 


to sanction loans. 


His suggestion was|own county affairs, he shared in the 


that where the county was very small| very highest degree the feeling in favour 
it should be able to join with another | of the localisation of powers. He would, 
Council, and that a Joint Committee | indeed, support the devolution of many 
should be appointed, and that this Joint | powers exercised by Parliament and the 
Committee should have the power of | Departments, and he believed this to be 
sanctioning loans and inquire into the| the only way of solving questions of the 


matter. 


This would greatly relieve the| highest political importance relating to 


Local Government Board. He suggested | each branch of the United Kingdom by 
that on a question of that kind where | means of the extension of local govern- 
the finance of a county was too small, it | ment, for the sake of both Parliament 


should be allowed to combine with others |and_ the localities. 


But most of the 


and form a Joint Committee. There were | powers sought by his hon. Friend to be 
a few other questions, as the appointment | transferred referred to purely local 


of officers of health. He thought if they 


matters, and would be just as much 


had a joint committee of the County | centralised, gua the boroughs, if placed 


Councils that would be well done. He 
witnessed the case of Glamorgan and 
Brecon in the making of roads, and urged 
that a combination of the County 
Councils would be to the common interest. 
Another question was audit and _ sur- 
charge. A Joint Committee could deal 
well with such matters, with regard to 
which there were many applications of 
the local authorities. They knew that 
there were Boards of Guardians who 
would not put into operation the powers 


in the hands of County Councils as they 
were in the hands of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. The boroughs had formed 
the precedent and example for the forma- 
tion of County Councils, which were 
comparatively things of yesterday, and 
they could not be absorbed in or 
subordinated in any way to the new 
creations of 1888. The boroughs 
believed that their relations with the 
Local Government Board were more con- 
ducive to progress and reform than 
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could be the case if an inexperienced 
body like the County Council was sub- 
stituted for the central authority. 
Taken as a whole, the relations between 
the boroughs and the Local Government 
Board had been excellent ; the boroughs 
had great confidence in the Board ; and 
while in favour of a large devolution of 
powers to both county and borough 
councils, they strongly objected to being 
placed under any new jurisdiction. 

*Sir GEORGE OSBORNE MORGAN 
(Denbighshire, E.) said he should have 
thought that if there was one body in the 
world competent to deal with the matters 
which under the Local Government Act 
might be transferred, it was aJoint Com- 
mittee of County Councils. What hap- 
pened at present ? The Local Government 
Board was notoriously overworked and 
undermanned, and considerable time 
elapsed before an application was even 
attended to. The inspector sent down 
possessed no local knowledge, and got his 
information from the very persons to 
whom it was proposed to delegate these 
powers. In the case of Wales he did not 


know the language of the people, and in | 
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offered, and the Committee on the Bill 
reported that it dealt with questions 
which appeared to them beyond their 
powers. There were two difficulties in 
connection with the hon. Member's pro- 
posal to limit to Wales the transfer of 
these powers. In the first place he was 
advised that in all probability this could 
not be done without legislation, and the 
hon. Member was well aware of the difhi- 
culties in the way of legislation. A ques- 
tion also arose as to whether the powers 
referred to could be vested in one or 
more County Councils only. The Local 
Government Board was advised that any 
transfer under the Act must be made 
to County Councils generally, and, 
so far as he was aware, no general 


desire had been expressed for a proposal 


which was now made on behalf of Wales. 
The hon. Member suggested that the 
question of boundaries should be left to 
local authorities ; but, as a matter of 
fact, the County Councils did settle 
boundaries now, the only interference 
on the part of the Local Government 
Board being with regard to appeals. 
That was a matter with regard to which 


this respect it would be a distinct advan- | the right hon. Gentleman had not given 


tage to substitute the County Councils for | him much assistance. 


the central authority. The President of 
the Local Government Board had already 
acknowledged that there was much in 
the contention of his hon. Friend, and 
he hoped that some definite action 
would now be promised. 

THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Henry 
CuaPLin, Lincolnshire, Sleaford) said that 
when the subject was raised on a former 
occasion he carefully guarded himself 
against giving any pledges ; and he con- 
fessed that in the multiplicity of work 
with which the Local Government Board 
had to deal during the past few months 
this question had tosome extent escaped 
attention. He admitted that the hon. 
Member’s suggestion sounded very attrac- 
tive, but it was not quite so easy to give 
effect to it as the hon. Member seemed 
to suppose. There was the objection on 
the part of the boroughs. They had 
some experience on that point, for, in 
pursuance of the power contained in the 
Act of 1888, the Local Government 
Board in the following year issued a Pro. 
visional Order by which it was proposed 
to transfer certain powers to County 
Councils. Considerable opposition was 


Sir Albert Rollit. 





It would not be 
reasonable that the power of appeal 
should be to the very body who made the 
order. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : That is why 
I suggest a Joint Committee of the 
County Councils. 

Mr. CHAPLIN understood that the 
Joint Committee would make the order. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : No ; the 
County Council would make the order in 
the first instance. 

Mr. CHAPLIN said then the matter 
was well worthy of consideration. The 
question of loans was of more importance. 
In that case the Local Government Board 
interfered on behalf of the future genera- 
tion of ratepayers, and that was not amat- 
ter in which he could make the concession 
which the hon. Member desired. But, 
so far as it was possible to do anything 
in such matters as baths and washhouses, 
he would give the subject his considera- 
tion, and he hoped that probably in an- 
other Session he might be in a position 
to make a more definite statement. 
[ Cheers. | 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS : I think I ought to point out 
to the Committee that it appears, on 
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looking at the Local Government Act, 
that the only method by which these 
powers could be given to the different 
localities is by Provisional Orders—that 
is to say, by legislation. It is a well- 
known rule that in Committce of Supply 
future legislation cannot be discussed. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*Mr. WALTER HAZELL (Leicester) 
called attention to the recommendations 
of the Committee on the condition of the 
Metropolitan Poor Law Children. He 
stated that there were under the charge 
of the Foor Law Guardians of the 
Metropolis upwards of 17,000 children, 
and these might be taken to represent 
50,000 children scattered over England 
and Wales. The Report of the Com- 
mittee was a condemnation of the system 
of large barrack schools for these chil- 
dren. To begin with, ophthalmia was a 
great deal more rife among them than 
with children living under ordinary 
natural conditions, and, as to their 


general health, no less than 8 per cent. 
of the children were sometimes unable to 
be present at examinations in consequence 


of illness. Then the education was 
inferior to what they would obtain in 
ordinary public elementary schools. The 
scheme of education was adpoted in 
1847, and except in the matter of draw- 
ing had remained unaltered for half a 
century. The recommendation of the 
Committee was that the system of barrack 
schools should be curtailed, and that, even 
apart from this, the children should be sent 
as far as possible into the ordinary public 
elementary schools of the neighbourhood 
in which they lived. Even the so-called 
industrial training they received was 
recognised to be poor and second-rate. 
The girls sometimes left these schools in 
absolute ignorance of the use of the 
common utensils of the kitchen, and the 
boys did not understand how to change 
the common coinage of the realm. But 
the greatest of all existing evils was that 
life in a barrack for a child or an adult 
was an unnatural life. You could not 
develop the character, moral and _ intel- 
lectual of a child, by calling it No. 114; 
you could not call out sympathy by 
keeping it in a barrack where its idea of 
home was a long whitewashed corridor, 
leading to a huge dormitory containing 
scores of children. The life of these 


{10 Aueusr 1896} 





Supply. 406 


poor children was one monotonous round. 
It had no kind of touch with the outer 
world ; they could not go away for holi- 
days because they had not fit relations to 
go to. ‘Their whole school life was so 
cribbed, cabined, and confined, that in 
the end they were turned out, in the 
words of the Report, “dull, wooden and 
slow, and possessed of a great many 
moral and mental defects.” More than 
that, this barrack life brought with it an 
unhappy habit of want of self-reliance. 
The system, too, was wasteful. The cost 
of these children worked out at 11s. 04d. 
per head per week, whereas if they were 
boarded out with cottagers the cost would 
be 5s. 1}d. What were the remedies? 
The recommendation of the Committee 
amounted to this, that the children 
should be placed under the control of a 
central authority somewhat resembling 
in its constitution the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board, with a Children’s Com- 
mittee of each Board of Guardians 
in constant touch with this central 
authority. Such a system would enable 
children to be classified in a way that 
was not possible now, and it would 
enable the system of boarding-out to be 
developed—a system which had been 
very little adopted so far as London 
was concerned. There was no lack 
of cottage homes to which these 
children could be sent; such homes 
could be found in abundance.  To- 
day, from the Holborn District alone, 
with a population of 170,000 there were 
800 children, who were not’ paupers, 
now visiting in country cottages through 
the organisation of the Children’s Fresh 
Air Mission, while the whole of London 
at the present time managed to board out 
less than 1,000 out of 17,000 pauper chil- 
dren. The great bulk of the evidence 
pointed to the fact that the children 
were well treated. He admitted that it 
depended a great deal on the super- 
vision of the local committees, but he 
contended that in this country, favoured 
as they were with so much local public 
spirit, there were many persons who 
would be only too glad to be set to work 
to help in any good cause; and he 
submitted that if they wanted to send 
100,000 children away, they could be 
located in various villages with ad- 
vantage to the villagers as well as 
to the children. The system _pre- 
vailed in Scotland, France, the colony 
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of Victoria and other colonies. Their 
great aim should be to cut off the 
entail of pauperism, and this could not 
be done so long as they kept the children 
in touch with the workhouse. It was 
worth any effort or expense to bring the 
children up in such a way as to develop 


character and inculcate principles which | 


should eventually make them good 
citizens, and if they placed the children 
in cottage homes, he contended that they 
were better fitting them for their future 


career than could be achieved by bringing | 
them on scientific principles in a barrack. | 
There was another system of groups of | 


smaller homes, under the control of the 
guardians, where each house was under 
the care of a matron. Possibly a still 
better system was that adopted by the 
Sheffield Guardians of providing little 
isolated homes in different parts of the 
suburbs, where 10 or 15 of the children 
were placed under the care of a matron 
and where the utmost was done to bring 
the children into touch with the ordinary 
affairs of life. Evidence had been accumu- 
lated tending to show that the system of 
barrack homes was a system which this 
country ought to outgrow. 
entered on a period when the treatment 
of the poor was more humane and in- 


telligent than formerly ; and these poor | 


children should have every possible oppor- 
tunity given to overcome the difficulties 
of their origin. He urged the Local 


Government Board to hasten any legis- | 
lation which might be required to carry | 


into effect the recommendations of the 
Committee. The President should also 


now make a distinct statement that in| 


no circumstances would he grant to the 
three Boards of Guardians now applying 
for it the power to enlarge their barrack 
schools. He moved to reduce the Vote 
by £100. 

*Mr. MONK (Gloucester) said he had 


two complaints to make—one general 
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of the country requesting advice and in- 
structions. In many instances so great 
delay occurred in sending replies as 
absolutely to paralyse the action of the 
Parish Councils last year. That delay 
might have been occasioned by an in- 
sufficiency in the number of officials in 
that department; but, if such was the 
case, it was surely the duty of the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board to 
apply to the Treasury for additional 
assistance. He did not, however, find 
in these Estimates any material differ- 
ence between the staff of clerks in 1896-7 
from that in 1895-6, so that he was 
forced to the conclusion that the Presi- 
dent was either satisfied with the present 
staff, or that the Treasury had refused 
to augment it. As an illustration of 
the evil arising from these delays, how- 
ever they might be caused, he would 
instance the case of the parish in which 
he resided in Hertfordshire, where a 
scheme for a water supply, prepared by 
the Rural District Council, had been 
before the board for nearly five months 
before an inspector was sent to hold an 
inquiry respecting it. The consequence 
was that the village wells had become 
dry owing to the drought, and the un- 
fortunate villagers were without water, 
while the best time for executing the 
work was lost. He left the right hon. 
Gentleman on the horns of the dilemma, 
and would only further assure him that 
the country would not tolerate inetti- 
ciency on the part of any of its public 
departments. Another complaint which 
he had to make was that the President 
appointed the 9th of March for parish 
meetings throughout the country for the 
election of parish councillors, whereas 
the 25th of March, or seven days before 
or after that date, was fixed by statute 
for the annual assembly of the parish 
meeting, whereby it became necessary 
|to hold two parish meetings within 10 


Supply. 











and the other specific. Under the Local | or 15 days of each other. Having in 
Government Act of 1894 Parish Councils | February last directed the attention of 
came into existence with certain very|his right hon. Friend to the inconve- 
serious duties to perform, some of which | nience thereby occasioned, and having 
were imperfectly shadowed forth in the! received from him a reply to the effect 
Act itself. It was left to the Local | that he recognised the inconvenience 
Government Board to issue orders re-/ and regretted it, but that he considered 
lating to them. The consequence was! it to be unavoidable owing to the date 
that a vast number of orders were|on which Easter fell this year, and to 
issued, and innumerable letters were| the fact that parish councillors came 
addressed to the Board from all parts|into office on the 15th of April; he 
Mr. Walter Hazell. 
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would now suggest to him that the | adequate staff of inspectors. There was 
annual assembly should be made move-|no doubt that the office was under- 


able also, so that it might be held on/ manned. 


the same day as that fixed by the Board 
for the election of councillors. That 


| 


In the Finance Department, 
the Engineering Department, the Poor 
Law Department, and the Public Health 


alteration might easily be effected by a) Department the same complaint was 
short Act of a single clause, which he} heard, that the work could not be got 
hoped would be introduced early in next | 


Session. He commended that suggestion 
to the consideration of the President of 
the Local Government Board. 

Sir HENRY FOWLER said he 
was rather amused at the complaint of 
his hon. Friend. In 1894 he told the 
House what would happen on this 
point, and suggested that the Local 
Government Board should have nothing 
to do with fixing the dates, because 


whatever course they took the Depart- | 


ment was sure to be criticised. But 
the House insisted that the Local 
Government Board should have this 
responsibility, and he held that if 
the Department were to have this 
responsibility it should have the power. 
The question of the amount of work 
which the Local Government Board had 
to cope with was very serious. The 
adininistrative duties imposed upon the 
Department by different Acts of Par- 


liament were very large in number and 
the staff of the office was insufficient. 
When he was in office he indicated that 
it would become absolutely necessary to 


increase the staff largely. The duties of 
the Department concerned the health 
and mode of life of a large portion of the 
people of this country, and Parliament 
ought not to be penny wise and pound 
foolish in dealing with this question of 
an insufficient staff. He thought that 
most hon. Members would agree that 
the protracted delay in the execution of 
Local Government Board work often 
resulted in serious injury to localities 
and in great extravagance locally. The 
House of Commons ought to insist that 
there should be no haggling between the 
Treasury and the Department, but that 
the staff should be increased. As had 
been pointed out, the Board was the 
guardian of the ratepayers of the future. 
It was, of course, a temptation to a local 
authority to borrow as much as it could 
and to throw as much of the burden as 
possible upon future ratepayers. It was 
the duty of the Board to limit the 
amount of that burden, and the necessary 
work could not be done without an 





through. When a serious outbreak of 
sickness occurred in any locality the 
country was always ready to blame the 
Board because it was not in a position 
to send down inspectors as often as 
might be wished. The need for in- 
creased expenditure was not as urgent 
in the case of any other public office as 
it was in the case of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

Mr. GEOFFREY DRAGE (Derby) 
associated himself with the desire that 
had been expressed that assistance should 
be given to poor children to rise in the 
world. The stigma of pauperism ought 
to be removed from them in their educa- 
tional progress. The repeal of the 
Departmental Committee, he suggested, 
perhaps disclosed only part of the evils 
of the Poor Law. It only referred to 
the Poor Law schools of the Metropolis, 
and it would’ be very interesting to 
know whether the evils which had been 
found to exist in these schools were also 
to be found in provincial schools. The 
Report showed that the burden laid on 
the officials of the Local Government 
Board in connection with Poor Law 
schools was too heavy. In consequence 
of the enormous task imposed upon the 
inspectors there was inevitable delay in 
sending in their reports, in considering 
them, and in transmitting them to local 
authorities. There was apparently no 
real control over Boards of Guardians in 
their management of schools, the only 
way by which the Local Government 
Board could impose its decisions being 
by a refusal to contribute to a school out 
of the Metropolis Poor Law Fund. In 
its indignation at the evils that had 
been discovered to exist the public was 
inclined to overlook the admirable work 
done by the Department and by self- 
denying and self-sacrificing persons of 
independent position, who had received 
nothing but blame and reproach for the 
valuable services which they had 
rendered. Too often no attempt was 
made to discriminate between Boards of 
Guardians who had done good work and 
those that had neglected their duties. 
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The question of industrial training in 
Poor Law schools was one to which too 
much importance could not be attached. 
The children ought to be taught in such 
a@ way as would enable them to adapt 
themselves to the varying circumstances 
of trade and to leave one industry, when 
need should arise, for another. He 
regretted to say that the law as to half- 
timers had been systematically neglected. 
Not only were these children deprived 
of their education, but many were ren- 
dered incapable of obtaining any work 
for the rest of their lives. A member of 
the London County Council had exposed 
the horrors of the system, and a more 
terrible account of the life of children 
had never been laid before a civilised 
country. Then there was the question 
of the maintenance of children of tender 
years in the workhouses. They were kept 
of necessity in the company of criminals 
merely because there was no other place 
to put them in. Not only were they 
deprived of their education, but they 
were brought up in habits of vice and 
crime, which left them no chance of 
becoming good citizens. There was also 


the question of the control of children 
when they left these institutions. 


It 
was notorious that parents, when once 
their children had received their outfit 
and got into work, took them away from 
their situations and turned them adrift 
in the world. He would like to suggest 
that it might be possible to utilise the 
Education Department in connection 
with the work of the Local Government 
Board, in the same way that work was 
done by the Home Office in connection 
with factory legislation. As the right 
hon. Gentleman the late President of 
the Local Government Board had sug- 
gested, if any good was to be done, if 
any serious advance was to be made, the 
Local Government Board must receive 
further clerical assistance, and the staff 
of the inspectorate must be increased. 
Serious blots had been discovered in the 
boarding-out system, and if the system 
was to be remedied, it must be done by 
the appointment of an adequate number 
of capable women to enforce any regula- 
tions that might be made. The final 
question was the abolition of barrack 
schools, and in connection with that he 
would venture, in the first place, to 
suggest to the right hon. Gentleman the 
President of the Loca] Government 


Mr. Geoffrey Drage. 
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Board the possibility of holding a general 
Inquiry into the system of Poor Law 
schools throughout the country. In the 
second place, an estimate of the expense 
which would be entailed by the abolition 
of barrack schools would have to be 
formed, and the question decided of how 
much ought to be done by the central 
authority and how much by the local 
authorities. He thought that no one 
ought to pass in review in that House a 
subject of this kind without mentioning 
the admirable work that had been done 
by the Metropolitan Association for 
Training Young Servants. It was im- 
possible to over-estimate the work of 
that and kindred societies. After all, 
the question centred on the pure and 
simple question of pounds, shillings and 
pence, and if the right hon. Gentleman 
was to take any steps in the direction 
desired, he would have to go to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would have 
to provide the money. He therefore 
appealed to the House most strongly to 
let no consideration of money stand in 
the way of these very necessary reforms. 
*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gioucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) thought that both 
the hon. Gentleman who had just sat 
down and his hon. Friend the Member 
for Leicester had laid themselves open 
to the charge of having too lightly 
adopted statements which had not been 
proved. His hon. Friend the Member 
for Leicester gave some colour to the 
view that the barrack schools brought 
up a generation of paupers who ulti- 
mately found their way into the work- 
houses. That was not the case. Speak- 
ing as the manager for some years of one 
set of schools, he could say that they 
had made most careful inquiry on that 
point, and with the exception of a very 
few children permanently afflicted by 
some disease or accident which rendered 
them unable to get out into the world 
and earn a living, no children who had 
been in their schools ever came into 
their workhouse, and there were no 
inmates of the workhouse who had ever 
been in any pauper school. That was 
one example of the fear he had that in 
dealing with this subject hon, Members 
might be led away by statements that 
could not be substantiated. The board- 
ing-out system had been suggested as a 
remedy for the evil complained of, but 
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he would be out of order in discussing 
that system, because legislation would be 
required to render its general adoption 
possible. However much a Board like 
the Holborn Board—which was said to 
have boarded out 800 children, though 
they had not boarded out anything like 
that number—might desire to board out 
children, they could only apply the 
system to orphan and deserted children. 
The same was the case with emigration. 
Many Boards boarded out or emigrated 
all the children they could. If boarding 
out were found to be a universal remedy, 
of course legislation would be needed in 
the first place, and that legislation would 
be opposed by the parents, who would be 
led to suppose that they were consign- 
ing their children to a system of slavery. 
Many of them would altogether shrink 
from having their children sent to other 
people’s homes to call other people father 
and mother. Therefore, he doubted 
whether it would be possible to extend 
the system beyond its present limits. 
With regard to the cases of ophthalmia 
that had occurred in some of the Metro- 
politan Board Schools, he must remind 
the Committee that such matters were 


The Local 


not always easily dealt with. 
Government Board had made most care- 


ful inquiries into the subject. No doubt 
where a very large number of poor chil- 
dren were gathered together there was 
always danger of an _ outbreak of 
ophthalmia occurring, but that was a 
danger that could be guarded against by 
the provision of temporary homes where 
the children could be kept apart. With 
regard to the suggestion that there ought 
to be a greater control by the central 
Department, he had always shrunk from 
adopting as a remedy for any defect in 
the administration of a _ particular 
Department the creation of a new 
Department, and there were many diffi- 
culties which he believed could not be 
met by such a change. The cottage 
homes system, he thought, was capable 
of extension but that was within the 
powers of the Boards of Guardians 
already, without further legislation 
being required. It must be remembered 
that during the last few years women 
had been allowed to serve on Boards of 
Guardians, and that there had recently 
been a large increase in the number of 
women serving upon those Boards. The 
services of women had certainly done a 
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great deal towards improving the system 
of administration of that branch of our 
local control. The boarding-out system 
which could not be extended without 
fuither legislation, had, in the case of 
some Metropolitan Boards of Guardians, 
been already pushed as far as it would 
go. The system of apprenticeship had 
been attacked, but his own experience of 
it was not unfavourable, and he believed 
that it had worked well up to the 
present time, and that it had been 
attenaed with beneficial results. With 
regard to the staff, he fully recognised 
the admirable work which they had per- 
formed, and that there was great need 
that it should be increased in strength. 
He also recognised the efforts that had 
been made by the Local Government 
Board to obtain an efficient audit of the 
accounts. Another matter which he 
desired to call attention to was the fact 
that the Local Government Board was 
always trying to induce the different 
local bodies to attempt legislation by 
Provisional Orders instead of by coming 
to Parliament and asking them to pass 
Measures introduced with the intention 
of carrying out their objects. He had 
already on previous occasions had occa- 
sion to point out the danger that was 
likely to result from such a course of 
procedure. 

Mr. CHAPLIN said with reference to 
what had fallen from the right hon. 
Baronet the Member for the Furest of 
Dean that he had taken the Act of 1888 
as he found it, and as that Act imposed 
certain duties and responsibilities upon 
him he had thought it his duty to 
exercise some discretion in these matters. 
He was not in the Jeast anxious to add 
to the labours of the Local Government 
Board. His right hon. Friend the 
Member for Wolverhampton had not 
used one word of exaggeration in respect 
to the necessity of a considerable addi- 
tion to the staff of the Local Govern- 
meut Board. When he had held his 
present appointment but a very few 
months he came to the conclusion that 
the Department was greatly under- 
manned, and that it would be impossible 
for it to continue permanently in its 
present condition. Having had some 
experience of the Treasury in the course 
of his life, however, he thought it desir- 
able that he should have a more matured 
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knowledge of the working of the Depart- or they might avail themselves of their 
ment before making any demands, and | powers under the Metropolitan Poor Act 
therefore some time ago he had caused|of 1867. Then there was the recom- 
an Inquiry to be made by a Committee; mendation, which was supported in 
into the whole question of its staff and|many quarters, that a children’s depart- 
organisation. As soon as the arrange-| ment of the Local Government Board 
ments in regard to the holidays of the should be established. As to which of 


officials were concluded, that Inquiry | 
would be proceeded with, and he hoped | 
before Parliament met again after the) 
Recess he should be able to say that: 
there had been considerable improve- 


these proposals was the best, or whether 


any central authority at all was desir- 


at 
It 


able, he was not, at all events 
present, prepared to pledge himself. 


was, he confessed, becoming clear to him 








ment in the staff and organisation of | that there were some classes of children 
the Department. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] who could better be dealt with by a 
A very important question had been central authority, probably, than by any 
raised by hon. Members with regard to} other means. He would take the case of 
the Metropolitan Poor Law Schools, and |those unfortunate little children who 
the Report of the Committee which had|were suffering from disease, and 
recently been published in regard to especially from ophthalmia. There could 
them. He regretted that that Com-)be no question but that this was a most 
mittee had not thrown more light on the | serious evil at the present time, and the 
constitution of the central authority! Local Government Board, recognising 
which they recommended, and through! this fact, had instructed Dr. Stevenson 
which the reforms they desired were to |to examine and report on the eyes of all 
be obtained, as that appeared to him to the children in the different institutions 
be the crux of the question. The Com-! where pauper children were maintained. 
mittee had dealt with almost every con- | When they had received his Report they 
ceivable aspect of the question except would be in a better position to consider 
that one. They had examined exhaus-|the most effective mode of dealing 
tively into the merits and demerits of all | promptly with this part of the question. 
| It was stated in the Report of the Com- 
‘mittee that in 1874 Dr, Nettleship 


the different systems of education ad 
Poor Law children, and they had made 
a vast number of recommendations, and|reported that nearly 80 per cent. of the 
they had all signed the Report in| children at Hanwell had had ophthalmia, 
favour of the central authority, but as | but he was informed that out of the 900 


to what that central authority was to|or 1,000 children there were at the 
be, not one of them seemed to be agreed. | present time only 50 had got the disease, 
In fact, their recommendation upon that and they were all of them in the 
point was of a purely negative character. |ophthaimic school. If these results 
According to the recommendations of! cvuld be obtained on a small scale at a 
the Committee the central authority was| place like Hanwell, he saw no reason 
not to be the Metropolitan Asylums|why it should not be done on a larger 
Board, it was not to be by direct elec-| scale for all the children in the pauper 
tion ; and when they asked what it was} schools of London. Possibly, also, the 
to be, the reply was an absolute blank ;| question of convalescent homes and their 
and yet that was the pivot on which the | management might be dealt with advan- 
whole of the recommendations turned. | tageously in the same way. [‘‘ Hear, 
If this Committee, after 18 months of! hear ! | There were other recommen- 
consideration, were unable to offer w| dibhens in the Report with which he 
solution of this question, he thought hon. | cordially agreed, such as in regard to 
Members would hardly expect him, |the question of aggregation, and he 
with so little time at his disposal, to put| should certainly be unwilling to consent 
forward a definite policy in regard to it} to the creation of any more of the great 
at that period of the Session. There | schools which were described as barrack 
was, no doubt, a variety of ways in | schools, Personally he was struck by 
which the central authority might be the advantages of the cottage homes, but 
created. They might create an entirely | whether they should be grouped or 
new one, by legislation ; they might /isolated required to be carefully con- 


adopt the Metropolitan Asylums Board ;|sidered.. He had no doubt that good 
Mr. Chaplin. 
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work had been done by cottage homes, show that the children taught in the 
which were grouped. Then there was pauper schools were not necessarily 
another question raised by the Report, | affected by the pauper taint throughout 
and that was the question of educational the whole of their natural lives. 
inspection. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The'[‘‘Hear, hear!’’] Indeed, it would be 
Committee recommended that it should| a most melancholy thing if it were so. 
be transferred entirely to the Education |The Report, however, made such a pain- 
Department, and with that proposal he | ful impression upon him that as soon as 
should agree in principle. He hoped ' the legislative pressure of his Depart- 
some arrangement might be made, but; ment abated he took the opportunity of 
the question was not so simple as it) seeing some of the schools for himself. 
seemed. There were many other matters ||Cheers.| He took the utmost care in 
referred to with which he concurred, but | every case that his visit should be unex- 
in regard to some of them he wished to | pected ; so much so that on one occasion 
utter a word of caution. There was he had the greatest difficulty in getting 
naturally a sentimental feeling ex-jin at all. |Laughter.| The impression 
pressed with regard to what was called | made on his mind by personal inspection 
‘‘the pauper taint,’’ and the enormous | was very widely different from the im- 
advantage in after-life of getting rid of | pression made by the perusal of the 
it. He quite sympathised with that| Report. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] He ad- 
view, but he thought it might be over- | mitted that there was room for great 
done. The Member for the Forest of| improvement and great reform ; but, 
Dean said something of those who had | even so, he was greatly surprised at what 
been paupers in early life taking to) he saw after having read these Reports. 
pauperism in after years. He had some | There was the healthy appearance of the 
interesting figures on that point. They children. He saw nothing to confirm 
were taken from a Return recently laid | what he read as to the sluggish, sullen, 
on the Table. The first was with regard | dull appearance of the boys and their 
to the number of adult inmates of work- | dislike of play. In the cricket ground 
houses and infirmaries in the Metropolis | he saw a number of promising young 
on May 30, 1896; the second showed | bowlers. [Laughter and ‘‘ Hear, 
the average daily number of children|hear!’’] With regard to their careless- 
attending schools during the years ended | ness, obstinacy, and ignorance of com- 
Lady Day, 1875, 1885, and 1895. The | mon things, and a total absence of a 
numbers of these children were 8,000, | notion of the value of money, when he 
11,000, and 11,747. The third parti-| arrived at the station he found two of 
cular was the number of inmates on| the boys there. They readily answered 
June 1, 1896, who had been educated in| his questions, and when he gave them 
Poor Law schools and therefore, as some | 1d. each they had not the slightest 
people held, must be imbued with the | difficulty in making their way to an 
pauper taint. The number on May 30, | automatic machine. [Cheers and laugh- 
1896, was, roughly speaking, 38,000. | ¢er.| He did not find in the Report of 
Of these 38,000, how many had been/the Committee any reference to the 
educated in pauper schools? That wasa/| evidence of Miss Poole, the secretary to 
very interesting question. [‘‘ Hear, |the Metropolitan Association for Be- 
hear !’’?] According to the Return of|friending Young Servants. Miss Poole 
June 1 there were 435, but from this | quoted the statements of trained agents 
had to be deducted 232 who were suffer- | of the society to show that the school 
ing from infirmity, so that out of the girls got the very best places, and kept 
total pauper adults the number was only | their places better than other girls. 
203. [‘* Hear !’’] | They were stated to be more affectionate 

Mr. HAZELL asked why the Return | and docile, cleaner and neater. Their 
was limited to the last 30 years. chief failing was stated to be temper. 

Mr. CHAPLIN could not say. The | There was any amount of evidence to the 
Return was moved for by the Member | same effect. It seemed to him there was 
for Kensington, who probably asked for | a good deal to be said in favour of these 
the information he desired to get. | children as well as against them. Even 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] These figures might | on this point there was a wide difference 
not be conclusive, but they went far af opinion, and, so far as he had been 
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able to judge, he should certainly say 
the balance was rather in favour of the 
girls than against them. It must be 
remembered that pauper children were 
of different kinds. He had had the 
advantage of seeing the cottage homes 
at Banstead, and he was convinced that 
they were doing most admirable work, 
both for boys and girls. He had heard 
a good deal about the failure of indus- 
trial training ; but he was very much 
struck by the admirable work done by 
some of the boys. Both in connection 
with this school and the girls’ school at 
Sutton an immense demand existed for 
the services of the girls. Places were 
found for them without difficulty ; and, 
indeed, the applications could not be 
met. The lady in charge of the girls’ 
school at Sutton told him that last year 
she had had over 1,000 applications for 
girls as servants, though she was not 
able to supply more than 100 or 150. 
If these statements were true, surely that 
was very significant, as well as very 
satisfactory, for it would be absolutely 
contrary to all experience in any rela- 
tion of life that there should be so great 
a demand for the services of these girls 
unless their education and bringing-up 
were satisfactory. He did not say this 
because he wanted in any way to 
disparage the Report of the Depart- 
mental Committee, but because he 
wanted to show that there were a good 
many sides to this question which had 
stiJl to be considered. It was a very 
large and very important question, and 
a mistake in policy in dealing with it too 
hurriedly would, in his judgment, be a 
supreme misfortune. He fully realised 
the importance of the question, and it 
would receive his closest attention. With 
regard to the subject of boarding-out, he 
would go so far as to say that, subject to 
efficient supervision, he should regard it 
as a very important factor in the im- 
provement of the lot of some of these 
children. But in all the circumstances, 
having endeavoured to put the case as 
fairly as he could, he thought he was 
justified in asking the Committee on this 
occasion to excuse him from either 
attempting to lay down a definite policy 
on the subject or of giving any more 
definite pledges than he had given. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !”’ 

Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, 


Hoxton) said he was‘sure the Committee 


Mr. Chaplin. 
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would not find fault with the spirit in 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 
approached the subject. He had dealt 
with it with a fair amount of sympathy, 
and with much reasonableness and 
caution. He, however, desired to urge 
upon the right hon. Gentleman a point 
that had scarcely been touched in the 
Debate. A great deal had been said as if 
Boards of Guardians in the Metropolis 
were a very backward set of people, and 
the Local Government Board: had been 
urging them on. In some respects that 
picture was exactly the reverse of the 
truth. There were Boards of Guardians 
in the Metropolis who had been calling 
upon the Local Government Board to 
assist efforts which in that Debate had 
met with universal approval, and they 
had failed to secure that assistance up 
till now. What was immediately re- 
quired was Departmental action rather 
than legislation. The particular reform 
to which he desired to draw attention 
was with respect to the inspection of the 
education in these schools. He would 
prove what he said as to Boards of 
Guardians in certain quarters of the 
Metropolis being in advance of the 
central authority. In 1889 a memorial 
was presented to the Local Government 
Board from guardians and managers of 
Poor Law schools representing various 
Metropolitan Boards, and the Commit- 
tee would see in the Report of the 
Departmental Committee almost the 
very words and the very arguments used 
by those Boards of Guardians seven 
years ago. The memorial said :— 
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“Tn the opinion of your memorialists it is 
desirable that the education in Poor Law schools 
should be transferred to the Education Depart- 
ment and be brought into harmony with the 
general elementary education of the country.” 


And again :— 


“That while there is urgent necessity for the 
highest training and intelligence on the part of 
teachers in Poor Law schools, teachers with 
the highest qualification and training in ele- 
mentary schools under the Education Depart- 
ment are deterred from seeking employment in 
the Poor Law schools by reason of their being 
removed from the cognisance of the Education 
Department and of their ceasing to act with the 
general body of elementary teachers and Her 
Majesty’s school inspectors throughout the 
country.” 


The memorial concluded :— 


“That the elementary education of children 
who are for a time maintained in Poor Law 
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schools, should be continuous as far as possible 
with the education they receive in Elementary 
Schools outside, and your memorialists therefore 
respectfully ask that your Board will be pleased 
to take such steps as may be deemed expedient 
for securing the assimilation of the system of 
education in Poor Law schools with that of 
elementary education throughout the country.” 


In 1889 the Local Government Board 
objected to the change, and raised 
Departmental difficulties. So far as he 
could ascertain at the time, the Educa- 
tion Department had no objection to the 
change. He brought this question before 
the late Government, and the Education 
Department expressed their complete 
readiness to enter into the matter if the 
Local Government Board was ready ; 
that it was the Local Government Board 
that was the stick-in-the-mud. He went 
to the Local Government Board, then 
presided over by Mr. Shaw Lefevre, who 
pointed out certain Departmental diffi- 
culties which he had never been really 
able to fathom. If they were going to 
have this urgent and practical reform 
postponed unti] they could get a new 
central Poor Law authority for the 
Metropolis, they might have to wait a 
very long time. He invited the atten- 
tion of the right hon. Gentleman to what 
the Report said upon this particular 
reform. The Report picked out this 
particular reform, the transference of 
inspection to the Education Department, 
as a thing that should be done what- 
ever happens. It said :— 


“ One of the most effective means of improv- 
ing the existing institutions of the places of 
education would be to complete the incorporation 
of the education of the Poor Law children into 
the general system of elementary instruction as 
administered by the Education Department.” 


And a little further down, 
reference to the expediency of establish- 
ing a, central authority for the general 
administration of the schools—that was 
the central authority which was criti- 
cised by the right hon. Gentleman—the 
Report proceeded :— 


after a 


“Tt will suffice to repeat here that, whatever 
change may be made in that direction, the 
educational work of these schools should be 
brought under the supervision of the Education 
Department. 


It would be seen, therefore, that this 
particular recommendation was put by the 
Committee itself outside of the funda- 
mental proposal of a new central autho- 
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rity upon which there might very well be 
considerable difference of opinion ; and 
further, they said there was no reason 
to fear any practical difficulty in giving 
effect to the recommendation. That 
being sv, there ought to be no delay in 
carrying it out. In order to meet the 
Departmental difficulty which appeared 
to have arisen, the Commitee of Council 
on Education having expressed doubts 
as wo the expediency of separating the 
educational from the other inspection of 
Poor Law schools, he suggested that the 
difficulty might be met in this way— 
that where application was made by a 
Board of Guardians in order to have 
their schools put under the Education 
Department, and where the Local Gov- 
ernment Board were satisfied that such 
application was justified, in those parti- 
cular cases those schools should be put 
under the Education Department. That 
in itself would do a great deal to 
encourage the forward policy of guar- 
dians. The Board of Guardians of 
Shoreditch had repeatedly asked that 
this should be done, so that it was not 
always the Local Government Board 
that was making the running for back- 
ward Boards of Guardians, but Boards 
of Guardians were themselves occa- 
sionally hindered by the Local Govern- 
ment Board. This transference of 
inspection from the Local Government 
Board to the Education Department 
had, he reminded the House, been 
already carried out in the case of Board 
of Admiralty schools, and carried out 
with success. It would be a disgrace to 
their administration, to the Local Gov- 
ernment Board as well as to the Educa- 
tion Department, if, with the facts he 
had brought out, the Departmental diffi- 
culty could not be arranged. Reference 
was made in the Report to schools in 
which he was personally interested— 
namely, the schools at Hornchurch under 
the Shoreditch Board of Guardians, and 
it would be seen that the results were 
compared with the other schools at Ilford. 
The comparison was to the detriment of 
Hornchurch—that was to say, the Poor 
Law schools, because there the children 
were not brought under the ordinary 
elementary education system of the 
country as the Ilford schools were. Surely 
it was a great misfortune that they were 
paying ratepayers’ money for the schools 
at Hornchurch, and yet that they were 
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not able to bring them up to a high 
standard because they were under the 
wrong supervision and the wrong 
inspection. The Shoreditch Board did 
not want to make money by the change 
for which they asked, though they 
would be glad to have the payment 
depend upon the success of their 
schools, because that was the only lever 
by which they could bring the schools 
and the teachers up to the proper level. 
This was a practical point raised by the 


Boards of Guardians in 1889—nay, since | 
1884, for the Elementary Education | 
Commission presided over by Lord Cross | 
The | 
primary object of the Poor Law schools | 


brought the subject to notice. 


was to educate the children, and the 
education of these schools and the other 
schools ought to be in common, because 
the children in both sets of schools had to | 
fight the same battle of life. He hoped that 
the right hon. Gentleman would givesome 
more definite assurance than he had yet 
done on this point of education to which 
he had been calling attention. 

Mr. A. J. MUNDELLA (Sheffield, 
Brightside) said that the Committee had 
enjoyed hearing one of the most in- 
He 


teresting Debates of the Session. 
was prepared to endorse all that had 
been said by the hon. Member for 
Leicester, and to support the appeal 
which had been made by the hon. Mem- 
ber for Shoreditch to bring the schools 


under the Education Department. The 
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| Sutton Schools, but the chairman of the 
| Metropolitan Association for Befriending 
Young Servants. The right hon. Gentle- 
|man, he felt sure, would have to base 
| his future legislation on the lines of this 
Report. After all the criticisms which 
had been passed on the Report, and after 
| six months of deliberation, the Committee 
| were prepared to stand by every line of 
|the Report ; they did not recede from 
|one word of it. The right hon. Gentle- 
|man quoted a statement about idle boys 
whom he saw when visiting an institu- 
tion ; but he reminded the right hon. 
Gentleman of the words of Dr. Brydges, 
a most distinguished officer of the Local 
Government Board, who said that it was 
quite impossible from casual observation 
during a visit to a school to arrive at a 
true estimate of its condition and organi- 
sation. As to ophthalmia, he commended 
the two chapters in the Report on that 
subject to the attention of the Committee. 
Every word on the subject had been 
carefully scanned, almost written, by one 
of the ablest oculists in Europe, Mr. 
Nettleship, who was on the Committee, 
and who had made ophthalmia and the 
condition of the Poor Law schools in 
respect of ophthalmia a long study. 
Matters were undoubtedly better than 
they were, though there ought not to be 
even 50 cases of ophthalmia at Hanwell. 
One way of getting rid of ophthalmia was 
to scatter the children in small homes or 
board them out, to get rid of the aggrega- 





point, indeed, was at one time all 
arranged and settled, in 1885, between | 
Sir John Hibbert and himself. 
an enormous loss to the children that | 
they were not placed under the Edu-| 
cation Department, and brought into | 
contact with other children outside their 
own schools. The Report of the De- 


tion of children in the s:me atmosphere 
and leading the same conventional life. 


It was| He was glad to believe that no more 


large barrack schools would be built, and 
that there would be no enlargement of 
the existing barrack schools. They 
}ought to be gradually disused. The 
Committee had found in the same wards 


partmental Committee, of which he was | children suffering from ophthalmia and 
chairman, had to pass through a severe | others suffering from ringworm. Of course 
fire of criticism outside, and he had| they infected one another. Ophthalmia, 
heard all that could be said in the House | let the Committee remember, was a com- 
on the subject. The right hon. Gentle-| plaint which recurred in a child’s after 
man should not forget that the Committee | life, and a man suffering from it might 
was appointed by the Local Government |be unable to obtain employment. In 
Board, and there were members on that'| fact, the disease often brought its victims 
Committee who had unique experience to poverty, misery, and ruin. On the 
on all these questions. The right hon. | subject of boarding out, he agreed that 
Gentleman quoted with great approval | cottage homes were a great improvement 
what he saw at Sutton, but he forgot/on barrack schools. There were, how- 
that the Rev. Brooke Lambert had ever, some disadvantages in the English 
signed the Report, and the reverend | cottage-home system. The system was 
gentleman was not only chairman of the | carried out better in Scotland, where 


Mr. James Stuart. 
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84 per cent. of the pauper children were 
boarded out. They were brought up 
with the children of the neighbourhood, 
attended the ordinary schools, and were 
absorbed in the population. To board 
out a child cost only £13 a year, whereas 
the cost of a child in a barrack school 
was estimated at £29. <A very urgent 
matter was the question, what ought to 
be done with the people known as “ins 
and outs?” There were parents who 
dragged their children from fair to race- 
course, and who went into the work- 
house in the intervals. Some of them 
went into the workhouse every month, 
some every fortnight, and some every 
week. Mr. Lockwood, a Local Govern- 
ment Board Inspector, mentioned eleven 
- families who led this kind of life. One 
of these families, in which there were 
three children, were “in and out” 62 
times between October 3, 1893, and 
November 19, 1894. This class of 
people was seen nowhere else in Europe, 
and their mode of existence was a 
scandal and stain upon our civilisation. 
Only last Saturday, in the richest part 
of London, he had seen a woman with a 


baby in her arms and three children 


dragging at her skirts. They were 
simply bundles of rags. Such exhibitions 
of misery and squalor could not be seen 
anywhere else than in England, and the 
reason why such sights were common 
here was that we allowed the Poor Law 
to be abused. Parents went into the 
workhouse for a few days, and then left 
with their children to attend race meet- 
ings and fairs. What could be expected 
of these poor children when they grew 
up? He urged the Committee to give 
careful attention to the Report which 
had been published. If it had done 
nothing else it had already had good 
results in drawing attention of the Local 
Government Board, and of Guardians, 


to the present deplorable state of things. | 


Nothing short of the recommendations 
of the Committee would be of any real 
avail. He thought that the President 
of the Local Government Board, who he 
was glad to say regarded the Report 
with some sympathy, would find that it 
must be adopted en gros. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY begged to remind the Committee 
that the discussion of Supply could not 
extend beyond 10 o'clock. He, there- 
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fore, hoped that the Committee would 
consent to finish the discussion of this 
particular Vote now. There were, he 
knew, many hon. Members who desired 
to ask questions concerning some of the 
remaining Votes. 

Sir JOSEPH SAVORY (Westmor- 
land, Appleby) said he wished to bring 
before the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board a grievance felt by the 
Borough of West Ham. He thought 
the Committee and the right hon. 
Gentleman would feel great sympathy 
with the borough in the exceptionally 
heavy rates it had to bear at the present 
time, which were certain to increase in 
the future. The authorities were ex- 
tremely anxious to exercise economy 
wherever they could, and in December 
last they applied to the Local Govern- 
ment Board to give them permission to 
appoint overseers under Section 33 of 
the Parish Councils Act of 1894. That 
section gave the Board power to make 
an Order conferring on a council any 
powers, duties or liabilities of overseers. 
The Borough of West Ham applied to 
the Board to give them this power in 
order that they might effect an economy 
in the collection of the rates. The 
Board had not actually declined to do 
this, but they so far withheld their 
decision. The matter was of very great 
urgency and importance, as notice had 
been given to the poor rate collectors to 
determine their office with a view to 
new appointments being made at fixed 
salaries, and these notices would expire 
on December 29th of this year. He 
therefore appealed to the right hon. Gen- 
tleman to give the Borough of West 
Ham the privilege to which they were 
entitled. 

*CoLonEL MELLOR (Lancashire, Rad- 
cliffe) called attention to the fact that 
the town of Radcliffe, which he repre- 
sented, had applied to the Local Govern- 
ment Board for a loan of £6,800 to 
enable them to construct some new 
intercepting sewers, to provide for a new 
urban district which would add 5,000 
population to the district and bring its 
numbers up to 25,000. The Local 
Government Board refused its consent 
to the loan unless the local authority 
purchased fifteen additional acres of land 
for surface filtration purposes. In 
Lancashire they had an authority called 
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the Mersey and Irwell Joint Committee, 
which was appointed by the County 
Councils of Cheshire and Lancashire 
under a special Act of Parliament. The 
officials of that body examined the effluent 
of the Lancashire towns periodically, 
and published a report. It was shown 
by the report that the effluent of Rad- 
cliffe was one of the very best in the 
whole county. Sir H. Rosese was the 
chemist who dealt with the matter, and 
he applied simple but effective tests. 
By his tests Manchester came first on 
the list, Eccles second, and Radcliffe 
third. Their effluent was described as 
clear and colourless, and about as perfect 
an effluent as could be produced. With 
such a report as that, issued under such 
authority, and by such an eminent 
chemist as Sir H. Roscoe, it was tov 
late in the day for the Local Govern- 
ment Board to tell them they could not 
purify the sewage unless they bought 
land for surface filtration. The land 
which was recommended by the Local 
Government Board to be bought for that 
purpose was inevery way unsuitable. It 
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rested on the coal measures, the neigh- 
bourhood was honeycombed with colliery 
workings,—subsidences were constantly 


taking place,—it was some 80 feet higher 
than the outfall works, 1,200,000 gallons 
of sewage would have to be raised to 
that height every 24 hours and conveyed 
some 600 feet in pipes ; a costly installa- 
tion of steam engines and steam boilers 
would have to be laid down in duplicate, 
and to do this and to purchase the land, 
estimated to cost £6,000, would involve 
an extra expenditure estimated at 
£30,000. This would impose on the 
district a load of debt which would 
hang round the necks of the people an 
increased weight of taxation, and would 
probably do a great deal to crush the 
industries of the locality and add to the 
expense of the production of their 
manufactures, so that competition with 
foreign goods would become increasingly 
difficult. The Local Authority would 
undertake that if the loan was granted, 
and if they should hereafter fail to satisfy 
the requirements of the Board with re- 
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Mr. FREDERICK CAWLEY (Lan- 


cashire, Prestwich) wished to call atten- 
tion to the fact that the District Council 
of Prestwich required a loan of £1,600 
to defray the cost of making a sewer 
which was greatly needed for new 
property. An application was made to 
the Local Government Board, who sent 
down an inspector to make the usual 
local inquiry. No opposition was offered, 
and the inspector was satisfied with the 
plans, and indeed no exception could be 
taken to the council’s proposals, but the 
Local Government Board refused to 
sanction the loan, on the ground that 
the arrangements of the council for 
dealing with the sewage at the outfall 
were not satisfactory. They required 
that, in addition to the precipitation 
tanks which were now in operation and 
a filter bed which was in course of con- 
struction, a large area of land should be 
acquired for service filtration. This the 
council were of opinion was a stipulation 
which was wholly unreasonable. The 
loan was refused, not on account of any 
objection to the works, but on a purely 
theoretical objection to the council’s 
system, largely adopted in Lancashire, 
and one which was approved by the 
Mersey and Irwell Joint Committee. 
This system, which was that of pre- 
cipitation and filtration, was deemed the 
best by many experts, but the question 
was whether the Local Government 
Board were right in saying that one 
system of dealing with sewage, and one 
only, was the right system, whatever 
the formation of the land, and whatever 
the other difficulties of adopting that 
system. He did not think it was right, 
and he wished the President of the 
Local Government Board to consider the 
subject with a view to a remedy of the 
grievance. 

*Mr. EDWIN LAWRENCE (Corn- 
wall, Truro) said that he was sorry that 
the right hon. Gentleman the President 
of the Local Government Board was not 
in his place, because he wished to ex- 
press his surprise at the extraordinary 


leredulity which the right hon. Gentle- 


man displayed in believing statements 


gard to the sewage effluent, then they | which had been made to him in contra- 
would face the expenditure which was| diction to the Report of experts, whose 
now attempted to be forced upon them. | assistance had been called in to advise 


He hoped the right hon. Gentleman | the Department on the subject. 


It was 


would allow them to have the loan on| impossible that one visit paid by the 
| right hon. Gentleman to these Poor Law 


that understanding. 
Colenel Mellor. 


[“‘ Hear, hear.” | 
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schools enabled him to understand the 
matter. The Report that had _ been 
drawn up by the experts was true. 

Mr. ARTHUR JEFFREYS (Hants, 
Basingstoke) wished to ask the hon. 
Gentleman the Secretary to the Local 
Government Board a question with re- 
gard to the election of Parish Councillors. 
Under the Local Government Act ‘it 
was necessary that before a poll could 
be had at the election of Parish Coun- 
cillors, the poll must be demanded by 
five parish electors, otherwise the parish 
was not to be put to the trouble and ex- 
pense of an election. The Local Govern- 
ment Board, however, by their circular, 
had set aside the provision of the Act, 
and directed that a poll should be had 
in the event of a single parish elector 
demanding it. The consequence was 
that under the circular one man had the 
power to put the parish to the trouble 
and expense of an election. This matter 
had been brought to the notice of the 
right hon. Gentleman by Questions that 
had been put to him by hon. Members 
on both sides of the House, on the 
ground that the operation of the direc- 
tion in the circular had created great 
ill-feeling. He hoped that the hon. 
Member the Secretary to the Local 
Government Board would not by legis- 
lation, because that was not required, 
but by a statement of opinion in that 
House, put this matter right. 

Str ALBERT ROLLIT said that last 
year he had brought the subject of the 
greater classification of paupers and 
workhouses under the notice of the 
Government, and he should like to know 
whether his proposals in those directions 
could be carried out without recourse to 
legislation. He highly approved the 
circular since issued by the Department 
with those objects, for the people expected 
that something would be done quickly 
to better the condition of the deserving 
poor, both by pensions and by workhouse 
and other administration. 

*Tue SECRETARY to tut LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
Russet, Tyrone, 8.) said that the 
subject to which the hon. Member 
for South Islington had called his 
attention was one which involved a mere 
question of administrationand the various 
proposals could be carried into effect 
without further legislation. With re- 
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parish electors who were entitled to de- 
mand a poll at a parish council election, he 
might say that next year no regulation 
would be made and the provision of the 
Act would be interpreted by the Chair- 
man of the parish meeting. [* Hear, 
hear!”|] He would see what could be 
done in order to carry out the views of 
the hon. Member for West Ham. The 
question of the Radcliffe sewage was 
not very easily dealt with. The hon. 
and gallant Member for the Radcliffe 
Division of Lancashire had referred to 
what he called the cast-iron rule of the 
Local Government Board in this matter, 
but it was the duty of the Board to see 
that in regard to the sanctioning of loans 
the law was not broken. The Rivers 
Pollution Prevention Act rendered it an 
offence to discharge sewage into any river, 
and the question the Board had to decide 
in this case was whether the proposals of 
the local authority, upon which they 
asked for the sanction of a loan, would 
comply with the law. The Board had 
recognised the advance of science in this 
matter, and that sewage could be treated, 
and was being treated, by chemical 
means with very good effect, but in this 
case the Board had come to a decision 
on the advice of their chief engineer, 
who was sent down to Radcliffe to in- 
vestigate the question, even after the 
local inquiry had been held. The report 
of both the experts was to the effect that 
the purchase of land was necessary, and 
that the scheme could not be safely 
carried out by chemical means alone, and 
that the sewage would have to be distri- 
buted over land. In the face of these 
two distinct reports, it was not possible 
for the Local Government Board to 
act upon anything else, but as the case 
had been pressed upon the Board he 
would undertake to look into it, and 
see if it were possible to do anything. 
Another question that had been raised 
was as to the date of parish meetings, 
which had been fixed for the 9th 
March and the 25th of March. The 
true remedy for this state of things was 
to alter the Act of 1894, and he did not 
think that any opposition would be 
offered to a Bill brought in for that 
purpose. The difficulty did not arise 
out of any action of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, but out of the Act of 
Parliament itself. The Local Govern- 





gard to the question of the number of 
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ment Board would do their best to 
Q 


431 Supply. 


obviate any difficulty in the future. He 
might take that opportunity of stating 
that the right hon. Gentleman the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board had 
been compelled to retire from the House 
by indisposition. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint 
Boroughs) said that on behalf of 
the hon. Member for West Carmar- 
then he desired to call attention to 
the illegal appointment of a highway 
surveyor by the District Council. 
The Committee was aware that the Local 
Government Board exercised a dispensing 
power in matters of this kind, often 
beneficially, but this case appeared to be 
hardly one that ought to be passed over. 
These people, although they knew per- 
fectly well that they had no right to ap- 
point a new officer, did so in defiance 
of the law. If the Local Government 


Board did not exercise its authority in 
a case of this kind, he wished to ask in 
what cases it would exercise its autho- 
rity ? 

Mr. PRYCE-JONES (Montgomery 


Boroughs) called attention to the case of 
a man who suffered from an infirmity, 
who received 3s. a week from a benefit 
society, and was not, in consequence, 
relieved as he should have been. He 
regretted that in many instances only 
partial relief was given instead of full 
relief. This man should have been 
allowed to live outside the workhouse 
and have his liberty while having his 
relief, but the Board of Guardians 
treated him in exactly the same way as 
the man who had not exercised any 
thrift in order to provide for his old age. 
He wished, also, to call] attention to the 
case of a man with a large family and a 
very small wage, who was actually called 
upon to help to maintain his father and 
mother in the workhouse. He congratu- 
lated the Local Government Board and 
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Montgomeryshire a considerable saving, 
and greater efficiency would, he believed, 
result from reducing the number of 
workhouses in the county. He hoped, 
also, that the Local Government Board 
would show their sympathy in providing 
trained nurses in workhouses, and in 
giving some useful employment to those 
who had to live in workhouses. He 
regretted that this important Department 
should have to be discussed at the tail 
end of the Votes in Supply, as, in view 
of its having to deal with workhouses 
and the poor he thought it was the most 
important Department in the State. Up 
to the present our poor houses had had 
no direct representation in that House. 

Mr. CAWLEY thought that his re- 
marks had been misunderstood. Bor- 
rowing powers were refused for making 
a sewer for drains to new houses. The 
loan was not required for sewage pur- 
poses at all, but for new drains to new 
property. It was refused by the Local 
Government Board because they were 
only willing to grant a loan when the 
scheme was accompanied by land filtra- 
tion. 

*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL replied that the 
Local Government Board could not con- 
sider the question of sewerage apart 
from the question of the disposal of 
the sewage. But he would undertake to 
look into the whole matter. The case 
which had been raised by an hon. Member 
in regard to a member of a friendly 
society who received 3s. a week, as out- 
door relief was, he considered, one for the 
discretion of the Guardians. In regard 
to the second point, that was not a 
matter either for the Local Government 
Board or the Board of Guardians, but 
would involve legislation. The details 
of the case mentioned by the hon. Member 
for the Flint Boroughs had been correctly 
stated by the hon. Member ;_ the high- 


the Government upon the steps which| way authority dismissed the surveyor 
they had taken to bring about the classi- | when they had no legal right to do so ; 
fication of paupers, and he hoped that| the County Council, which alone had 
they would now turn their attention to| the power of dismissal, declined to 


the classification of workhouses. 


Mr. T. W. Russell. 


Tn | confirm 
1 


| 


the act, but the highway 
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authority appointed another man, to 
whom they paid money for the purpose 
of repairing the roads. When the 
auditor went round he declined to sanc- 
tion the payment, and the matter came 
before the Local Government Board. 
The Board took the view that this money 
had, at all events, been expended for 
public purposes, and that there had been 
no attempt at fraud, and, although the 
highway authority were recalcitrant and 
had acted illegally, they thought it 
right, in view of this circumstance, to 
remit the surcharge. The appointment 
had been set right, and the matter was 
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training. This was a matter which should 
be in the hands of practical experts, and 
those who attended to these matters 
should be able to give experienced infor- 
mation to the traders of this country. He 
had urged that these Attachés should 
possess commercial qualifications and 
that it was essential that they shouid be 
what they ought to be—the heads of 
outposts and intelligence departments of 
British commerce in other countries. At 
the same time, he urged that they should 
still be increased in number, as had been 
done by Germany in the United States, 
and in the amount of 



















remuneration. 


not likely to rise again. He thought it was said last year 
*Mr. HAZELL asked leave, in view|that the commercial classes in this 


of the sympathetic speech of the right 
hon. President, to withdraw the Amend- 
ment. 


country did not read the Consular 
Reports. He took that opportunity of 
saying that he had constantly impressed 
on their attention the vast importance of 
reading these Reports. They were mines 
of commercial information, and they 
owed a great debt of gratitude to 
the Consuls for this source of inter- 
national commercial information, which 
now reached them quicker than hitherto. 
There was only one objection, and that 
arose from the very mass of the reports 







Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Original Question put and agreed to. 








Cuass V. 


2. £237,318, to complete the sum for 
Diplomatic and Consular Services. 






*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT said he had 
to express, on behalf of the Chambers of 
Commerce, and the commercial public 
generally, the great obligations they were 
under to the Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and to Sir Henry Bergne 
and his staff for the energy they had 
thrown into the administration of the 
Department. Last year he was critical 
and suggestive, though appreciative, and 
drew attention to the necessity of more 
Attachés abroad, and he was glad to know 
that the number had been increased by 
six or seven for Europe and Asia. When 
the subject was raised last year they were 
told that the members of tne Embassies 


ought to do this work, without adding to 
While they acknowledged the 


the staff, 


good will of the whole Diplomatic 
Service, and that they did a great deal 
for the commerce of the country, they con- 
sidered that they had not the necessary 





received in hundreds at one time. He 
thus found it almost impossible to go 
through them. He would express a 
hope that in addition to the index, 
which was an excellent one by Mr. 
Maycock, there should be a summary 
printed, for great deal of the 
matter was of no general value at all, 
while other portions of it were of infinite 
benefit. Again, some of it should be 
grouped in juxtaposition with the cognate 
contents of other reports. He also urged 


a 


last year that their Diplomatic Consular 
Service might render more active assist- 
ance to British traders. 


He knew of one 


case where they had been compelled to 
appeal to the Ambassador of a friendly 
Power, but he acknowledged much assist- 
ance from both the present and late 
Under Secretaries. In looking at the 


Estimates he was glad to see that there 
was an increase by a few thousands, 
5) 


“ 





Q 
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especially for China and Japan. He|advantageously supply to the colonies, 
also urged the importance of their|and how they could reciprocally deal 
interests in the far East, and congratu-|with us, that mutual trade, whatever 
lated the Government on the opening of | might or might not come of commercial 
the West river in China. That river, |union, could not fail to be beneficial 
flowing into the China Sea from the|to them and to ourselves. Already 
districts of south-west China, formed an | this had ‘been followed out by patterns 
alternative route to Yunnan which was|and samples being sent from the 
of great value, and better than the | Foreign and Colonial Offices to the 
French routes by the Mekong or Red | | London Chamber of Commerce, stored 
Rivers. This was a matter for great con- | ‘for inspection, and circulated throughout 
gratulation to this country and to the ‘the country, and which he hoped was 
Government. They were just now the nucleus of a commercial museum— 
receiving the most distinguished and | of which we ought to have more than one 
progressive of Chinese Statesmen, who |—such as existed at Brussels and other 
was most willing to extend our trade to centres. At the Commercial Museum at 
that vast empire. He hoped he would! Frankfort he had seen all the chief 
take back with him the assurance | products of our Colonies exhibited, with 
of a reciprocal feeling, and that they | prices, etc., for the guidance of German 
would take care to ascertain the wants | traders in their growing competition 
of the Chinese people, and give them | with us. Trade, with one exception, 
goods which were most beneficial to | was undoubtedly better in this country, 
them, and thus open and retain new | | probably than it had been since 1890 or 
fields and markets. He was glad to see 1891. But statistics showed that not 
that there had been an increase of their | only relatively, but in some cases abso- 
Consuls in China and Japan. There was, | lutely, there was a depreciation of British 
however, need for some revision, particu- | trades. There were certain facts which 
larly with regard to Spain and Turkey, | we could not disguise from ourselves. 
which were over-Consulled; and he urged There was the fact that the foreign Gov- 
that there should be an increase in| ernments gave subsidies to their steam- 
France, Germany, the Balkans, the ship lines, that many of them gave 
United States, and the Far East. And, | bounties for the building of ships, and 
our Consuls ought, wherever practicable, to the productions of their own countries, 
to be British subjects. He could not but | and there were other forms in which aid 
be struck with the fact that there was| was rendered by Governments to their 
not a single Consul in Venezuela, where | own trades. They had also to deal with 
we had so many difficulties, even at|the fact that hostile tariffs, whatever 
Caracas. He acknowledged the much! otherwise might be their effect, un- 
greater co-operation and consultation of | doubtedly seuizisted our trade in dealing 
the Department with Chambers of Com- | with those countries. These were difli- 
merce, as was so much the case abroad, | cult subjects to deal with, and he had 
and, when referred to as to the revision|not seen any very adequate remedies 
of the Consular Regulations, as to the | proposed so far. On the other hand we 
international exhibitions and other | had great trade advantages. His own 
matters, the Chambers had gladly | view was that the greatest of these was 
rendered the Government all the assist- our Free Trade system. If we enjoyed 
ance in their power. He would like | nothing else from it we had favoured- 
in this connection to acknowledge the | nation treatment in all parts of the 
useful State Paper issued from the | world, and he should be among the very 
Colonial Office. If through the Colonial | last to propose a material “départine 
Office we could ascertain what we could |from our present fiscal system. There 
Sir Albert Rollit, | 
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was also the fact that we had accumu- 
lated capital ; that we had great here- 
ditary skill on the part of our workmen ; 
that we had a climate which made this 
country the best workshop in the world, 
and that we had an organised system of 
communication which practically united 
us with the most distant parts of the world. 
But there were some things which did not 
depend upon legislation or fiscal systems, 
which our traders could do for them- 
selves, and which he thought the Gov- 
ernment of the country could legitimately 
and usefully aid them in doing. His 
experience told that the aid 
could be of the very greatest advantage— 
although he did not say our traders 
should rely solely upon it, and should not 
continue that enterprise which had 
marked and made the commercial history 
of this country. One of the first things 
was that we should always get the earliest 
possible knowledge of what other nations 
were doing, and it was through our Diplo- 
matic and Consular Services, the eyes 
as it were of the country, that we 
should best be able to obtain informa- 
tion of where we were being competed 
with ; what were the causes of the com- 
petition, so far as it affected us ; what 
new lines of action we might take, what 
new markets could be resorted to, and 
what possible developments might take 
place in our commerce throughout the 
world. He was by no means unfavour- 
able to the suggestion made recently by 
an eminent Statesman that it might be 
well to appoint asmal] Commission for the 
purpose of dealing with that vast mass of 
our Consular and other special Reports, 
and putting the information into a form 
that would indicate what were the chief 
difficulties with which we had to deal,and 
what might be the best remedies for the 
purpose of overcoming them. In some 
other respects, information of vast ad- 
vantage could be given to the traders of 
this country. He did not hesitate to 
say that in the scientific bases of many 
of our trades, we were becoming very 
greatly behind many other nations. 


him 
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They had only to refer to the Report 
made by the Iron Trades Delegation to 
Germany, in order to see that with re- 
gard to the newest processes and methods, 
there were some respects in which we 
had a great deal to learn. This pointed 
to the necessity for education, especially 
scientific and technical education, and 
he hoped we would obtain from our 
Consuls and from other sources much 
more detailed information of what 
had been done and was doing in 
other countries. It was wise to 
be taught by the enemy. The enemy 
could teach us a great deal that we 
ought to know. Notably, that in some 
of their manufacturing works the most 
skilled scientists were employed in much 
larger numbers than here, ¢.g., in one 
single one there were 67 Doctors of 
Science permanently at work, in another, 
near Mannheim, upwards of one hundred 
chemists ; and that even now, as at the 
time of our Technical Commission, we 
were exporting refuse and other products 
tu be treated scientifically in Germany 
and to be re-exported to us, instead of 
which we might, with better educational 
conditions, do the work here and give 
employment to our workpeople. The 
manufacture of glue was a case in 
point, and here happily, as with the 
aniline dyes, we were improving, but the 
Consuls told us of much we had still to 
grasp, both of facts and examples, and 
especially of the restrictive effect in our 
foreign trade of our obsolete and isolated 
system of weights and measures. But, 
while he invited in the very strongest 
terms the assistance of the State, which 
was able to render help of the most 
reliable character, and should be con- 
stantly on the alert for the benefit of 
the trade of the country, he hoped that 
lessons would be learned from the 
Consular Reports and otherwise, which 
would go to show traders the necessity 
of being themselves also on the alert, 
and the wisdom of being able, by a 
knowledge of the newest developments 
of science, to rapidly direct capital and 
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interest from one branch of manufac- 
ture and workmanship into another. 
Thus the reduction of economic friction 
was one chief value of technical educa- 
tion, and our traders must also grasp the 
need of taking more trouble as to the 
package and preservation of their 
goods ; of engaging educated commercial 
travellers ; of business organisation and 
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good many British subjects, and a con- 
siderable amount of British trade. He 
believed that when we recognised the 
Congo State we surrendered our juris- 
diction, and he wished to know whether 
that was done once for all and for all 
time, or whether circumstances might 
make it possible for us to revert to our 
original Consular jurisdiction in the 








co-operation, especially, as in Denmark, | Congo State. It would be remembered 
in relation to agriculture, for this alone | that, when the lease was granted to the 
could redeem it from its depression, as Congo State, the Congo State guaranteed 
he had urged years ago and often since, | to us in return a strip of territory to the 
and in achieving and applying this! north and west of Tanganyika as a road. 
knowledge for the people a highly! Germany caused the Congo State to de- 
effective Diplomatic and Consular service | nounce that treaty, and we did not 
would prove itself the greatest blessing to | 
the nation. 

*Sir C. DILKE said the practical | 


moral he had always drawn from the re-| pensation for this right we should now 
marks of the hon. Member was that on | 


_resume for ourselves. With regard to 
the whole, in the past, the most import-| Korea, he asked whether the Russian 
ant Consular posts of this country had | sailors were still ashore on the peninsula, 
not always been filled by the men most | and whether Her Majesty’s Government 
fitted to fill them. There was, perhaps, | were engaged in any negotiations there, 
a tendency towards improvement in this or whether they were treating the state 


obtain that road, and it was a question 
whether we should not, therefore, de- 
clare that that which we gave as com- 


respect, but still there were a great num-|of things in Korea as a matter to be 


ber of very important Consular posts | settled between Russia, Japan, and 
filled by men who had not the knowledge | China. 
of tongues and acquaintance with trade | *THE 


which enabled them to compete with) STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


UNDER SECRETARY or 


scientific Consuls of the new type. There | (Mr. GEORGE Curzon, Lancashire, 
were two matters to which he desired | Southport), in reply, thanked his hon. 
to draw attention on this Vote. The | Friend the Member for Islington for the 
Vote contained the salary of our principal | generous tribute he had paid to the 
officer on the Congo, and he should like | Foreign Office. He also thanked him 
to ask, without going into the question |for the aid which the great commercial 
of the recent trial, whether it was pos- | associations of which he was the spokes- 
sible to regain for British subjects man had always given to that Depart- 
throughout the Congo, the Consular | ment. It seemed right there should be 
jurisdiction which we temporarily gave|this frank and happy 
up. The matter did not only concern| between the Government and _ those 
the older Congo State. It also con-|independent organisations — [‘‘ hear, 
cerned the territory leased to the King} hear !’’ |—which from their constitution 
of the Belgians by us. That territory|were well fitted to represent the com- 
adjoined our Uganda Protectorate. | mercial opinion of the country. With 
There was also the territory south-east|regard to the proper qualifications for 
of Katanja district, where the Congo|commercial Attachés, no doubt they 
State came in contact with our Central|must be men competent by experience 
African possessions, and in both these|and capacity to handle commercial sub- 
districts there would undoubtedly be a| jects, but the question of salary was also 

Sir Albert Rollit. 


co-operation 








44] Supply. 


one of importance, not so much from the 
point of view of the individual as from 
the point of view of the public service. 
Now, in a great many foreign countries, 
commercial Attachés, to be of real use, 
must be men who were on good terms with 
Ministers, heads of Departments, and 
persons holding responsible positions, 
and with the heads of great commercial 
firms. For that kind of work men 
were wanted of certain social position, 
able to observe certain social amenities, 
and to sustain the credit attaching to 
them as British representatives in an 
adequate manner. More particularly 
was this the case in Germany and some 
other great countries on the Continent, 
and he would suggest to his hon. Friend 
that there were in reality involved in 
the work of a Commercial Attaché two 
separate classes of functions. There 
was, on the one hand, the duty imposed 
upon him to secure early and accurate 
information, to exercise whatever influ- 
ence he legitimately could in favour of 
sritish commercial interests, and to pre- 
pare reports. That was a sort of work 


for which they required a very superior 


man occupying a good position. On the 
other hand, there was the work of more 
directly pushing British wares ; and in 
this connection he might be permitted to 
suggest that much more might be done 
by commercial] associations as well as by 
private firms in sending out to foreign 
countries men of that description. There 
was an increasing need for commercial 
travellers on the Continent—( ‘‘ hear, 
hear !’’?]—and in every part of the 
world. The State could not turn its com- 
mercial Attachés into commercial travel- 
lers. The latter were essentially the 
forerunners of private enterprise, and if 
his hon. Friend would use his great in- 
fluence in pressing upon the Chambers 
for whom he so often spoke, the duty 
of sending out commercial travellers 
who knew the language as wel] as 
their business, he would add one 
more to the many services he had 
already rendered to British trade in 
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this country. As to the question of 
reports, he quite felt that in many cases 
those commercial reports were too long. 
What they wanted was to get the infor- 
mation condensed and put in a business- 
like form. Excerpts from the present 
commercial reports, however, appeared 
almost daily in the Press and attracted 
considerable attention, while, as regards 
matters in them which were liable to be 
overlooked, there was the Board of Trade 
Journal, which gave to commercial circles 
information of a very valuable character, 
put in a shape which was both concise 
and to the purpose. Stress had been 
laid upon the obligation that should lie 
upon British Consuls to assist British 
On that point the instructions 
of the Foreign Office were definite and 
clear ; but it was only fair to those gen- 
tlemen to remember that Great Britain 
being a shipping country to at least five 
or six times the extent of any other 
country in the world, the time and at- 
tention of our Consuls were enor- 
mously occupied by shipping matters. 
It was a little hard that a Consul at 
some great commercial port, whose 
whole time was taken up with consular 
duties, should be expected to bestow 
almost undivided attention on the com- 
mercial aspect of his duties also. That 
marked the great difference between a 
British Consul and a German or 
American Consul.  [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 
What had they to do in respect of 
shipping as compared with a _ British 
Consul? And whilst on the one hand 
it might sometimes happen that indi- 
vidul Consuls, oppressed with consular 
duties, showed an indifference to the 
commercial aspect of their work, on the 
other hand it sometimes occurred that 
commercial firms and individuals were a 
little exacting in supposing that the 
whole time of the Consul ought to be 
devoted to pushing their particular in- 
terests or supplying them with the in- 
formation they desired. With regard 
to the better distribution of Consuls and 
the excess of Consular representation 
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in parts of the world where their 
services were not required, he could 
only say that from his experience 
in the Foreign Office it was almost 
as difficult to abolish posts as to 
create them—{/aughter|—and the Mini- 
ster who undertook to reduce an estab- 
lishment, however much in harmony 
such a course might be with the dictates of 
economy, would not make his lot a happy 
one. He thought, however, that the 
subject raised by the hon. Gentleman was 
well worthy of attention, and he should 
be happy to give it his attention. As 
to whether a Royal Commission was 
needed to inquire into British trade, he 
hesitated to give an opinion on the 
point, because Royal Commissions had 
too often been the means of shelving the 
questions they had heen appointed to 
inquire into. This, of course, was not 
always the case, because they obtained 
the benefit of expert evidence ; but 
supposing a Royal Commission was 
appointed to inquire into the alleged de- 
cline of British trade, and supposing 
they found that it was largely due to the 
fact that the working classes in foreign 
countries were compelled to work for 
longer hours and for lower wages, he 
did not think that this result would 
carry them one step forward in recovering 
the jeopardised position of this country. 
Our fiscal system was fixed ; our labour 
system was constantly being modified in 
the interests of the workmen, and not in 
the cirection which seemed to prevail in 
foreign countries. As to whether it was 
possible for the Government to recover 
the consular jurisdiction in the Congo 
Free State, which a few yearsago had been 
surrendered, he had to teil the right hon. 
Baronet that he thought it was possible. 
The surrender was not once for all ; but 
this was a matter to which he could not, 
without consultation with others, give a 
reply now, because the question must de- 
pend on our power of exercising the 
re-assumed responsibility, and also on the 
action of other Powers, as well as on 
general political considerations. As to 
Mr. George Curzon, 
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Korea and the state of affairs there, it 
was true that a body of Russian sailors 
were still in Seoul, but their number had 
been considerably reduced. The King 
had not yet gone back to his palace, but 
efforts were being made to induce him 
to take that step. As soon as he could 
be provided with a guard in whom he 
could place reliance, the King might 
be persuaded to return. The Gov- 
ernment were not engaged in any 
negotiations with regard to Korea. They 
had an interest in that country, but it 
was an interest secondary in character to 
that which directly neighbouring Powers 
must feel. 

*Mr. JOHN BURNS (Battersea) re- 
ferred to allegations made in the news- 
papers with reference to one or two con- 
sular officials at Constantinople. One 
or two of these gentlemen, instead of 
occupying their time in commercial and 
shipping business, had sufficient time to 
devote to private commercial] under- 
takings, which had caused comment in 
newspapers here as well as in the Levant. 
He should like to see our Consular 
Service above reproach to the same ex- 
tent as our judiciary at home and abroad. 
He asked that these gentlemen should 
be asked to abstain from land and build- 
ing society speculations—transactions 
which had involved them in a consider- 
able amount of disrepute. 

*Mr. CURZON said the question had 
already occupied a great deal of their 
time at the Foreign Office, and he agreed 
that the scandals at Constantinople and 
squalid and disreputable dispute brought 
discredit on the Consular Court in that 
city. The matter had been in litigation 
for some time, and it was hoped to clear 
up the affair soon by sending out a Judge 
to settle the case and make a special 
report. 

*Mr. JOHN BRIGG (York, W.R., 
Keighley) said that, though the Con- 
sular Reports fell into the hands of 
different Chambers of Commerce, the 
members felt that they were not in sutii- 
ciently close connection with the Foreign 
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Office. He thought that if the Foreign 
Office could offer some inducement to the 
Chambers of Commerce to take up the 
question of asking from theConsuls more 
details of the different trades, and to form 
deputations to send abroad to inquire into 
the causes from which trades were 
suffering, something valuable might be 
achieved. Commercialand manufacturing 
men wanted to know the qualities and 
more details of the kinds of goods sent 
«broad by our foreign competitors ; and 
the Foreign Office might give access tothe 
Consuls in the various ports and help 
the deputations to obtain information 
on arrival at the different places. If 
out-of-pocket expenses could also be paid 
the reports obtained might be made 
public property for the benefit of all. 
*Mr. CURZON said that the 
Biackburn Chamber of Commerce had 
itself very liberally organised an expe- 
dition to make investigations in West- 
ern China and Yunnan. The Foreign 
Office, he was glad to say, had been able 
to do a good deal to assist them. The 


Department had given introductions to 
the gentlemen selected for the mission, 
and a British Consul had been specially 


detached to act as cicerone to the 
party. The presence of that official 
afforded an almost certain guarantee of 
the success of the mission. The Foreign 
Oftice could not undertake to pay the 
expenses of missions of this kind. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would not 
be likely to view any undertaking of 
that kind with approval. 

Sir GEORGE OSBORNE MORGAN 
asked that Members should be supplied 
with the reports on the trade of foreign 
countries as soon as the press. At pre- 
sent these reports appeared in the news- 
papers at least three or four weeks before 
they got into the hands of Members of 
Parliament. 

*Mr. CURZON said that the right 
hon. Baronet could assure his constitu- 
ents that the Queen’s printers would be 
pleased, for a very small sum, to supply 
them with the reports which they 
wanted. 


Vote agreed to. 


Crass VI. 
3. Motion made and Question 
posed :— 


‘“That a sum, not exceeding £271,028, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 


pro- 
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necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for Superannua- 
tion, Retired, and Compassionate Allowances and 
Gratuities under sundry Statutes, and for Com- 
passionate Allowances and Gratuities awarded 
by the Treasury, and for the Salaries of Medical 
Referees.” 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness) called atten- 
tion to the pensions of £84 granted to 
the three Sheriffs who were members of 
the late Scotch Board of Supervision. 
These gentlemen, he said, held judicial 
offices, and were also allowed t6 practise 
as barristers in the Supreme Court. 
They were in the prime of life, and two 
out of the three were only connected 
with the Board of Supervision for two or 
three years. He protested against this 
subsidy of £84 to each of these three 
gentlemen, and to mark his disapproval 
he begged to move to reduce the Vote by 
£100. 

Mr. HANBURY explained that 
these pensions were granted by the late 
Government. He admitted that, primd 
facie, there might be something in the 
hon. Member’s objection, but he under- 
stood that the late Government had no 
option in the matter, and that the pen- 
sions had been granted under the law. 
If the hon. Member wanted any further 
information he should be happy to give 
it to him at the Report stage. 

Dr. CLARK remarked that he did 
not think that the right hon. Gentleman 
could really be responsible for these pen- 
sions. It was now clear that the late 
wicked Government were responsible. 
These three gentlemen were drawing at 
the present time official salaries ranging 
from £800 to £1,000 a year, and in 
addition they could earn fees as barris- 
ters. They certainly ought not to re- 
ceive compassionate allowances, because 
they had been ornamental and _ semi- 
active members of the late Board of 
Supervision. He regretted that the 
Members of the late Government were 
not present to answer for their conduct 
in this matter. 

*ToE LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. Gra- 
HAM Murray, Buteshire) said that what 
had been said was quite right and 
proper. The legal members of the late 
Board of Supervision used to give most 
assiduous attention to the business of the 
Board. He had himself once been a 
legal member of the Board, and all he 
received was £150 a year. For that he 








447 Supply. {COMMONS} Supply. 448 


attended a meeting nearly every week, | Cuass VIT. 


tl i sti Par ; : 
me eeeting Seting over aes how, al 7. Motion made and Question put :— 


gave several opinions every week. 
hardly thought an English lawyer would| “That a sum, not exceeding £8,740, be 
fulfil such duties for £150. The rea] | gtanted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 

int this. Th th A tl necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
point was this. ese three gentlemen | in course of payment during the year ending 
were members of the Board ex-officio, | on the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and the figures of their salaries as|and other Expenses (including certain Grants 
Sheriffs were considered in connection | i Aid) of Temporary Commissions and Com- 

. ; . mittees, and Special Inquiries.” 
with what they would receive as mem- 
bers of the Board. They were appointed De 
to their sheriffdoms upon the under- 
standing that they would get so much 
money a year. In consequence of the 
reconstruction of the Board, the work 
they performed upon it was taken from 
them, although they were quite willing 
to continue doing it. 

Mr. J. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid) 


urged that this was not a case of a man 


CLARK pointed out that some 
Commnissions had been six or seven years 
in existence. The Vaccination Com- 
mission was an instance of this. They 
had been sitting year after year, and he 
hoped the Secretary to the Treasury 
would see that some limitation was put 
to their sittings. 


: s 4 : : The Committee divided :—Ayes, 157 ; 
being deprived of an office which was his = ae . 

5 ; Noes, 45.—(Division List, No. 400.) 
whole means of subsistence. These 


sheriffdoms were really stepping-stones 
to the Bench, and the position of these 
gentlemen on the Supervision Board was 
merely a perquisite of their office. They 
were now relieved of their office on that 
3oard, and would no longer be required 
to give the opinions they formerly had 
to give, and they would really be the 
gainers by the change that had taken 
place. 


And, it being after Ten of the clock, the 
Chairman, in pursuance of the Order of 
the House of the 27th February last, 
proceeded to put forthwith the Question 
on the outstanding Votes in the Com- 
mittee of Supply, as followeth :— 


8. £2,449, to complete the sum for 
Miscellaneous Expenses. 


9. £7,602, for Repayments to the Civil 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 42 ; ° rate 
or — ’| Contingencies Fund. 


Noes, 146.—(Division List, No. 399.) 


Original Question put and agreed to. Crass I. 

10. £41,375, to complete the sum for 
4, £3,100 to complete the sum for| Harbours in the United Kingdom and 

Merchant Seamen’s Fund Pensions, | Lighthouses Abroad under the Board of 

agreed to. Trade. 


5. £31,089, to complete the sum for Crass II. 
Trustee Savings Banks and Friendly 


sates ao 11. Motion made, and Question put 
Societies Deficiency. ” Q ia: 


“That a sum, not exceeding £11,663, be 


; es fg , granted to Her Majesty to complete the sum 
Dr. CLARK said this Vote had often necessary to defray the Charge which will come 


been divided against. It would con-| in course of payment during the year ending on 
stantly increase, because the value of the, 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
money was constantly decreasing and he he aaaanay of the Offices of the House of 
protested against the House of Commons ee 

beng called upon to make up the; The Committee divided :—Ayes, 159 ; 
deficiency. Noes, 54.—(Division List, No. 401.) 


Vote agreed to. 12, £22,036, to complete the sum for 
House of Commons Offices. 

6. £822, to complete the sum for| 
Miscellaneous Charitable and other| 13. £61,000, to complete the sum for 
allowances, Great Britain. —Agreed to. | Treasury and Subordinate Departments. 


The Lord Advocate. 
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14. £29,400, to complete the sum for 
Colonial Office. 


Ways and 


15. £32,500, to complete the sum for 
Mercantile Marine Fund (Grant in 
Aid). 


16. £12, to complete the sum for 


Bankruptcy Department of the Board 
of Trade. 


17. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £35,529, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Board of Agriculture, and 
to defray the repayable Expenses to be incurred 
in matters of Inclosure and Land Improvement, 
and to pay certain Grants in Aid.” 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 168 ; 
Noes, 54.—(Division List, No. 402.) 


18. £28,869, to complete the sum for 
Charity Commission. 


19. £14,918, to complete the sum for 
the Public Record Office. 


20. £13,800, to complete the sum for 
Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, 
etc., Office. 


Cuass III. 


21. £426,290, to complete the sum for 
Prisons, England and the Colonies. 


22. £126,746, to complete the sum for 
Reformatory and Industrial Schools, 
Great Britain. 


Crass IV. 


23. £16,154, to complete the sum for 
Scientific Investigation, ete. 


24. £64,179, to complete the sum for 
Universities and Colleges, Great Britain, 
and Intermediate Education, Wales. 


25. £10, to complete the sum for! 


London University. 


Cuass V. 
26. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £104,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 


{10 Aveusr 1896} 


450 


in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1897, for Grants in 
Aid of Expenses connected with the British 
Protectorates in Uganda and in Central and 
East Africa.” 


Means. 


The Committee divided :— Ayes, 177 ; 
Noes, 44.—(Division List, No, 403.) 


27. £52,738 (including a Supplemen- 
tary sum of £27,550), to complete the 
sum for Colonial Services, including 
South Africa. 


28. £1,000, to complete the sum for 
Cyprus (Grant in Aid). 


29. £700, to complete the sum for 
Slave Trade Services. 


30. £34,100, to complete the sum for 
Subsidies to Telegraph Companies. 


Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


LABOURERS (IRELAND) BILL. 

Lords Amendments to be considered 
To-morrow, and to be printed.—{ Bill 
339. ] 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 
Lords Amendments to be considered 


To-morrow, and to be printed.—{ Bill 
340. ] 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: Will the Land 
Bill be taken To-morrow 1 

Tae FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: No. Ishould imagine it would 
be impossible to take it To-morrow. I 
propose To-morrow, after the Report of 
Supply is concluded, to move that the 
six o’ciock Rule be suspended on Wednes- 
day in order to conclude the consideration 
of the Lords’ Amendments. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Considered in Committee. 
[Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cuatrman of 
Ways and Means, in the Chair. ] 
Resolved,— 
“That towards making good the supply 


granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 
year ending on the 31st day of March 1897, the 








451 West Highland Railway 


sum of £35,709,841 be granted out of the Con- 
solidated Fund of the United Kingdom.”’ 
Hanbury.) 


Resolution to be reported To-morrow. 


— (Mr. 


WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY 
GUARANTEE BILL. 


As amended, considered. 
Clause 1,— 


POWER FOR TREASURY TO GUARANTEE 
INTEREST ON CERTAIN CAPITAL OF 
WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY COMPANY, 
ETC, 

The Treasury may, subject to the terms and 
conditions contained in the agreement dated the 
tenth day of March one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-six, between William Hayes 
Fisher, Esquire, and Edward George Villiers 
Stanley (commonly called Lord Stanley), two of 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Tieasury, and th» West Highland Railway 
Company, bcing the agreement in the schedule 
to this Act, guarantee for a period of thirty 
years from the date of the opening for passenger 
traffic of the railwe ty, the payment of interest 
or dividend at the rate of three pounds per 
centum per annum on two hundred and sixty 
thousand pounds of the share capital to be 
raised under the West Highland Railway Act, 
1894, and may on the completion of the said 
pier, breakwater, and other works, pay to the 
company the said sum of thirty thousand pounds, 
and the sums required for the purposes of this 
section shall be paid out of moneys provided by 
Parliament, and if those moneys are insufficient 
shall be charged on and paid out of the Con- 
solidated Fund or the growing produce thereof. 
During the said period of thirty years the 
Board of Trade shall make an annual report to 
Parliament as to the condition and working of 
the railway and the receipts and expenditure of 
the company with regard to the railway. 

*THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micnaet Hicks Beacu, 
Bristol, W.), moved to leave out the 
words “and the receipts and expenditure 
of the company with regard to the 
railway,” in order to insert 


“the rates end charges for traffic and the 
receipts and expenditure of any company in 
working the railway.” 

He had thought it necessary, he said, to 
state in the Act that the Board of Trade 
should make a report, not only on the 
condition and working of the railway, 
but also the rates and charges upon it, 
and he had substituted “any company ” 
for “the company,” because the company 


referred to the West Highland Company, 
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and the railway, he understood, was to 
be worked by the North British Railway 
Company. 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs) asked whether the Report was 
to be made separately from the ordinary 
Board of Trade Report ? 

*Tne CHANCELLOR or tHE EX- 
@HEQU ER said it would be presented 
once a year as a separate Report. 

*Mr. EDWARD STRACHEY (Som- 
erset, 8S.) asked whether the Amendment 
covered the tolls that might be charged 
for using the harbour and the pier, as 
well as the railway rates ? 

*THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said he had no doubt the 
Report would be upon the whole. 

*Mr. J. McLEOD (Sutherland) asked 
whether it was the intention to intro- 
duce some condition into the agree- 
ment between the West Highland 
Railway and the Treasury, similar to the 
irrangement intoduced intothe Highland 
Railway Bill of 1892, by which rates 
leviable upon open boats were not to be 
charged in respect of this particular 
pier ? 

*Toe CHANCELLOR or tne EX- 
CHXQUER thought the best time to 
consider the point would be when the 
3oard of Trade Report was laid before 
Parliament. 


Guarantee Bill. 


Amendment agreed to. 


*Mr. STRACHEY moved, at the end 
of the clause, to insert :— 


‘Provided that the Treasury shall not give 
any such guarantee or make any such grant— 
(a) Unless it shall be certified to them by 
the Secretary for Scotland that the 
making of the railway would benefit 
agriculture in the district traversed 
by the railway, and that such rail- 
way is necessary for the development 

of the fishing industry ; 

(b) Unless they are satisfied, after local in- 
quiry, that the said railway, pier, 
breakwater and other works would not 
be constructed without special assis- 
tance from the State, and that the 
same if constructed would not unduly 
compete with any existing railway 
undertaking ; 

(c) Unless they are satisfied that land- 
owners, local authorities, and other 
persons locally interested have, by the 
tree grant of land, given all reasonable 
assistance und facilities in their power 
for the construction of the said rail- 
way, pier, breakwater and other 
works.” 
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He said he had no intention to move 
any Amendment on Report, but the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had thought 
it necessary to prevent free discussion of 
the Amendment in Committee. The 
Amendment divided itself into three 
heads, and each followed the lines of the 
Light Railways Bill. He could not see 
why the Government should refuse to 
apply to Scotland provisions which they 
thought good enough for England. 
*Tuoe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said he could only reply to 
the hon. Member as he had replied on 
several previous occasions—[cheers|— 
that his proposal was taken from an enact- 
ment in the Light Railways Act, which 
applied to cases which might in future 
come under the consideration of the 
Treasury for their decision, It was im- 
possible to apply it to this Act, which 
simply confirmed an agreement already 
made by the Treasury. 


Question put, “That those words be 
there inserted.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 37 ; Noes, 
158.—(Division List, No. 404.) 


THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER moved, “That the Bill be 
now read a Third time.” 

*Mr. STRACHEY said the _ usual 
practice was that, in the case of a Bill 
imposing taxation, the Third reading 
could not be taken at the same sitting as 
the Report. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said this Bill would 
not come within that Rule. 

*Mr. STRACHEY asked whether this 
Bill did not impose taxation ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER said the Bill did not 
impose taxation. 


Bill read a Third time, and passed. 


LARCENY BILL. 
As amended, considered. 


Mr. T. LOUGH (Islington, W.) 
apologised for introducing Amendments 
at this stage; but the Bill had been 
brought to them from the Lords, and its 
stages in this House had been taken at 
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such uncanny hours that he hoped the 
Attorney General would excuse him 
moving a few Amendments. The Bill 
was of a very sweeping character. For 
instance, it provided that— 


“if any person receives, or has in his pos- 
session, any property, knowing it to have been 
stolen outside the United Kingdom, he shall 
be liable to penal servitude for any term not 
less than three years and not more than seven 
years.” 


There were two classes of property which 
had not been sufficiently considered in 
drawing this very drastic Bill, and he 
desired to move, to insert after the word 
“kingdom ” the words “other than war- 
like spoil or loot.” [ Laughter. ] 


*Mr. SPEAKER thought that “ loot” 
was hardly a word to introduce into an 
Act of Parliament. [ Zaughter.] 


Mr. LOUGH was prepared that his 
Amendment should end at the word 
“spoil.” If it could be proved that 
King Prempeh’s jewels were stolen, those 
people who bought them at the recent 
sale would be liable to three or seven 
years’ imprisonment. 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
Ricnarp Wesster, Isle of Wight) 
wished to treat the hon. Member with 
all respect, but he would forgive him for 
saying that he had made an absurd sug- 
gestion. [Zaughter.]| The words of the 

sill were exactly the same as those of 
other Larceny Bills. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said the Bill, as 
amended by the House of Lords, placed 
him in a position of great intellectual 
difficulty. It provided that no person 
without lawful excuse should receive pro- 
perty knowing it to be stolen. He 
wanted to know under what conditions 
one could receive property with lawful 
excuse knowing it to be stolen? [Zaugh- 
ter.| The Bill had not been drafted with 
the care for which the House of Lords 
was so distinguished. He was sure, how- 
ever, there were Irish landlords who 
could enter into this question of property 
knowing it to be stolen with lawful ex- 
cuse—[laughter|—the question of tur- 
bary, and so forth. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed, 
with Amendments, 
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VEXATIOUS ACTIONS BILL [H.L.]. 
‘Considered in Committee. 


Vexatious Actions 


{[Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cuarrman of 
Ways and MEans, in the Chair. ] 


Clause 1,— 


POWER OF COURT TO PROHIBIT INSTITUTION 
OF ACTION WITHOUT LEAVE. 

It shall be lawful for the Attorney General to 
apply to the High Court for an Order under this 
Act, and if he satisfies the High Court that any 
person has habitually and persistently instituted 
vexatious legal proceedings without any reason- 
able ground for instituting such proceedings, 
whether in the High Court or in any inferior 
Court, and whether against the same person or 
against different persons, the Court may, after 
hearing such person or giving him an oppor- 
tunity of being heard, order that no legal pro- 
ceedings shall be instituted by that person in 
the High Court or any other Court, unless he 
obtains the leave of the High Court or some 
judge thereof, and satisfies the Court or Judge 
that such legal proceeding is not an abuse of the 
process of the Court,and that there is prima 
facie ground for such proceeding. 


*Mr. J. F. OSWALD (Oldham) moved 
the omission of the clause, because he 
thought that the Bill established a prin- 
ciple unknown to the English law. For 
the first time in the history of Parliament 
a Bill had been brought in practically 
shutting the doors of all Courts of Jus- 
tice to particular subjects of the Queen, 
and that because one individual had 
made himself somewhat obnoxious in 
bringing proceedings. The Court already 
possessed powers to stop proceedings 
which might be considered to be vexa- 
tious. He was opposed to officialism 
—[laughter|—and he objected on behalf 
of the people of this country to a 
Bill which established that the Attorney 
General, himself an official, might come 
to the Court and make an application to 
shut the doors of the Courts to the whole 
of her Majesty’s subjects, because Her 
Majesty’s subjects were naturally inclined 
to be litigious. [ZLaughter.| The Bill 
ought to be most carefully considered, 
and it was not a Measure which ought to 
be thrust on the country at the last 
moment of an expiring Session. The 
Courts of Justice ought to be open to all. 
This clause actually proposed that a 
Judge of the High Court, on the appli- 
cation of the Attorney General, should 
have the power to shut the doors of any 


inferior Court against any particular 
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person. If an application had to be 
made it ought to be made to each 
separate Court. He was opposed to the 
clause because it infringed the first 
principle of public justice, namely, that 
it should be free to all alike. The Queen’s 
Courts were public Courts, and all classes 
of litigants were entitled to free and un- 
impeded access thereto. The clause 
might lead to abuse ; the courts had al- 
ready ample power to summarily and 
inexpensively stop any vexatious or 
frivolous action. 


Question put, “That Clause 1, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 144 ; 
Noes, 41.—(Division List, No. 405.) 


Clause 2,— 


EXTENT AND SHORT TITLE. 


(1.) This Act shall not apply to Scotland or 
Treland. 


(2.) This Act may be cited as the Vexatious 
Actions Act, 1896. 


Mr. DOUGLAS COGHILL (Stoke- 
on-Trent) asked why this Bill was not ex- 
tended to Ireland, if it were a good Bill ? 

Tut ATTORNEY-GENERAL said 
that no necessity for the Bill had arisen 
in Ireland. In England there had been 
three or four cases within the last ten 
years. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said it never 
entered into the mind of anyone to inter- 
fere until great people were attacked and 
put to inconvenience. Then the officers 
of the State stepped in at once to give 
protection. Poor men and women might 
be attacked until they were black in the 
face—|[laughter|—and put to all kinds 
of expense, but nothing would be done. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said 
that these proceedings had during the 
last few years cost the public a consider- 
able sum in respect of persons whom it 
was the duty of the public to protect. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that the Lord 
Chancellor and officers like him were in 
no need of protection, because they were 
learned in the law and had plenty of 
money. [Laughter.] This was a piece 
of class legislation. In Ireland they had 
no desire for this Bill ; and in England, 
if there were any abuse of process, the 
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Judge would give relief. The House of 
Lords never initiated any Bill for the 
benefit of the common people. 


Burglary 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


*Mr. LEWIS moved a new clause 
(Duration of Act), providing that the 
Act should only remain in force till the 
end of 1907. This was an experimental 
Measure, and really it ought to be passed 
for only five years, but he would consent 
to a limit of ten years if the Government 
would consent to that. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL said 
that the House would not be doing 
wisely in adopting such a time limit. 
It must be presumed that people were 
going to act reasonably. Action could 
only be taken on the motion of the 
Attorney General, and the Order was to 
be made by the High Court after hear- 
ing counsel. These precautions were 
sufficient. 


Motion made, and Question put, 
“That the Clause be read-a Second 
time.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 39 ; 
Noes, 141.—(Division List, No. 406.) 


Bill reported, with Amendments ; as 
amended, to be considered To-morrow. 


SUPPLY [AUGUST 8rn.] 
Resolution reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPART- 
MENTS ESTIMATES, 1896-7. 


Crass LV. 


“That a sum, not exceeding £595,922 (in- 
cluding a Supplementary sum of £4,125), be 
granted to Her Majesty to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March, 1897, for Public 
Education in Scotland.”’ 


*Mr. SPEAKER having put the Ques- 
tion, That the House do agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution, — 

*Mr. McLEOD said that the Educa- 
tion Department had for a number of 
years endeavoured to plant an Episcopa- 
lian school in the parish of Ardchattan 
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against the opinions of nine-tenths of 
the ratepayers; and, as a protest, he 
moved the reduction of the Vote by 
£100. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said that, as the 
Resolution had been put to the House, 
the hon. Member could oppose the Vote, 
but he could not move a reduction. 

*Mr. McLEOD regretted that his 
ignorance of the forms of the House 
had prevented him from interposing at 
the proper moment. [Laughter.| The 





| heads of the Education Department 


| were clearly placing themselves in opposi- 
| tion to the local authority in a matter in 
_which no question of education was con- 
| cerned. 

| *THe LORD ADVOCATE explained 
that the Education Department only did 
what they were bound to do by law in re- 
gard to such matters. 


Resolution read a Second time. 


Motion made, and Question put, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 141; 
Noes, 33.—(Division List, No. 407.) 


POOR RELIEF (IRELAND) BILL. 


Second deferred till To- 
morrow. 


Yeading 


BURGLARY BILL. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
Ricuarp Wesster, Isle of Wight), in 
moving the Second Reading of this 
Bill, explained that its object was to 
relieve assizes of the trial of simple cases 
of burglary. In substance, it was to en- 
able magistrates to convict at Quarter 
Sessions in cases of burglary which were 
not of a serious character. 

Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal 
Green, S.W.) remarked that the Bill 
was really of a more comprehensive 
character than might be inferred from 
the few perfunctory observations with 
which it had been introduced. The first 
section gave Quarter Sessions the juris- 
diction to try burglary, or, in other 
words, it gave to a Court, upon which 
there need not necessarily be a single 
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trained lawyer, jurisdiction to try 
offences which were punishable by penal 
servitude for life. That was a large 
order. This having been enacted in 
the first section it seemed to have 
occurred to the author of the Bill that 
it was going a little too far, and in the 
second section he began to hedge a bit. 
This latter section proposed that the 
Magistrate should commit to the Assizes, 
unless, in the exercise of his discretion, 
he chose to commit the prisoner to the 
Quarter Sessions. But the committing 
Magistrate was a member of the very 
Court which, if this power was exercised, 
would have to try the prisoner. They 
were thus giving power to a man to 
confer jurisdiction upon himself. By 
the law, a single magistrate had power 
to convict, and this was far too large a 
discretion to give a single magistrate, 
He objected to extending the jurisdic- 
tion of Quarter Sessions, because he 
found that the Judges on the one hand, 
and the Justices of the Quarter Sessions 
on the other, had different standpoints 
of inflicting punishment, and that meted 
out by the Justices at Quarter Sessions 
was much more severe than the sentences 
imposed by the Judges, especially in so 
far as related to police supervision. 
There were many hon. Members who 
would agree with him when he said that 
police supervision was admirably de- 
signed for preventing a man who had 
once fallen from ever getting on his legs 
again. It was the rarest thing in the 
world at Assizes to impose police super- 
vision, whereas at Quarter Sessions the 
Justices dealt it out with a most un- 
sparing hand. 

Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey) 
cordially supported the Bill. 


Bill read a Second time, and committed 
for To-morrow. 


OFFICIAL SECRETS BILL. 
Order for resuming Adjourned Debate 
on Second Reading (26th June) read and 
discharged ; Bill withdrawn. 
Mr. E. H, Pickersgill. 
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POOR LAW OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION BILL. 


Order for Consideration, as amended, 
read. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now considered.” 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Consideration, as amended, deferred 
till To-morrow. 


BATHS AND WASHHOUSES ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
As amended, considered; Amend- 
ments made; Bill read the Third time 
and passed. 


QUARTER SESSIONS (LONDON) BILL. 
Read a Second time, and committed 
for To-morrow. 


WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACTS 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL [u.1.]. 
Read a Second time, and committed 
for To-morrow. 


LAW AGENTS (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


Order for Third Reading read. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read the Third 
time :”—Debate arising ; 


Debate adjourned till To-morrow. 


MILITARY LANDS ACT (1892) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
Order for Committee read and dis- 
charged ; Bill withdrawn. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 20th day of July 
last, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House 
without Question put. 


House adjourned at Twenty-five minutes 
‘before One o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, 11th August 1896. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


DUBLIN CORPORATION BILL.—[u.1.] 
Report of the Standing Orders Com- 


mittee, considered. 


*Toe CHAIRMAN or COMMIT- 
TEES (The Eart of Mortey) said that 
this was a Gas and Water Bill when it 
was originally introduced into the 
House of Lords. The Lords’ Committee 
threw out the gas clauses, and when the 
Bill went to the Commons it was purely 
a Water Bill. In the Commons the 
Committee were instructed to deal with 
the municipal franchise of Dublin, and 
clauses were introduced into the Bill for 
that purpose. It was obvious that those 
clauses could not be covered by the 
original notices, and when the Bill as 
amended came before the Examiners they 
found that there had been a non-com- 
pliance with the Standing Orders. The 
Standing Orders Committee had met 
that afternoon, and had heard the pro- 
moters and certain of the opponents of 
the Bill, and they had come to the con- 
clusion that the Standing Orders in this 
case should not be dispensed with, and 
that the third part of the Bill relating 
to the municipal franchise should be 
struck out. This case was different 
from the Drogheda case, in which there 
was no opposition. But in this case 
there was opposition to the dispensation 
of the Standing Orders; and, further, 
as the Bill originated in the House of 
Lords, and these Amendments, which 
were never contemplated in the first in- 
stance, were introduced in the House of 
Commons, it would now be impossible 
for anyone who wished to oppose to be 
heard in the House of Lords. He hoped 
the House would agree with the decision 
of the Standing Orders Committee ; and 
he wished to lay emphasis on the great 
importance of keeping matters dealing 
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with public interests, such as the muni- 
cipal franchise, out of Private Bills 
altogether. Jt was not right that large 
constitutional changes should be intro- 
duced in a manner which gave no public 
notice of what was taking place. Further, 
it had an extremely prejudicial effect on 
private legislation that it should be pos- 
sible in a Gas and Water Bill to introduce 
subjects which were not cognate to the 
subject of the Bill. Therefore, he 
asked their Lordships to agree to 
the Report of the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee which he now presented to the 
House. 


Motion agreed to. 


*ToeE CHAIRMAN or COMMIT- 
TEES moved that the House do dis- 
agree with those portions of the Com- 
mons’ Amendments which dealt with 
the franchise clause of the Bill, and that 
the House do agree with the rest of the 
Commons’ Amendments. 


Motion agreed to. 


A Committee appointed to prepare 
reasons to be offered to the Commons for 
the Lords disagreeing to the said Amend- 
ments. The Committee to meet forth- 
with. 


Report from the Committee of the 
reasons prepared by them read, and 
agreed to; and a Message sent to the 
Commons to return the said Bill with the 
reasons. 


BATHS AND WASHHOUSES ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


Brought from the Commons ; Read 14, 
and to be printed.—[No. 248. ] 


WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY 
GUARANTEE BILL. 


Read 1%; to be printed; and to be 
Read 2* on Thursday next.—(Lord 
Balfour).—|No. 249.] 

R 
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AGRICULTURAL RATES, CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS AND BURGH LAND TAX 
RELIEF (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


Order of the Day for the Second Read- 
ing, read. 


Agricultural Rates 


Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Lorp Batrour) moved that the Bill be 
now read a Second time. He said that 
the purpose of the Bill was to relieve 
from a pressing injustice the agricultural 
occupiers of Scotland by lightening the 
burdens of taxation which they had to 
bear, and to that extent mitigating the 
depression under which agriculture was 
suffering. It was upon the agricultural 
occupiers in Scotland that the chief in- 
justice of the present system of local 
taxation fell; and it was to them that 
the chief benefits of the Bill would go. 
Many people thought that the heritable 
property, as a whole, bore an unjust pro- 
portion of the local burdens. But that 
was to be the subject of an inquiry, and 
before pronouncing any opinion on the 
question, it would be prudent to wait for 
the result of the inquiry. But the 
injustice to the agricultural occupier 
was perfectly obvious. It could not be 


denied, and it had long been the subject 


of urgent complaints from the agricul- 
tural occupier. It was especially obvious 
at the present time, when by common 
consent the condition of agriculture 
was such that it was specially 
indefensible to place upon it any undue 
burden of taxation. As to the amount 
which would be available for distribution, 
and the method by which that distribu- 
tion was to be effected, the amount was 
not a fixed sum. It could not at the 
present time be accurately ascertained, 
because, according to the existing system 
of allocating the grants of the class to 
which this belonged, the amount allo- 
cated to Scotland and Ireland bore a 
certain fixed proportion to the amount 
which was given from the Imperial 
Exchequer to England. In the case of 
Scotland, the proportion was eleven- 
eightieths of the sum distributed to 
England. He believed that proportion 
to be absolutely fair to Scotland ; but 
he rested his case on the fact that it was 
the accepted proportion which had been 
in force for many years, and he had not 
seen it seriously challenged. But he 
could not say precisely the sum which 
would be available for Scotland until the 
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total sum to be expended in England 
was known. As nearly as it could be 
estimated, however, the sum that would 
be available for Scotland, would be 
£214,000. Next they had to consider 
whether the circumstances of Scottish 
agriculture required the whole of this 
amount. He had no doubt whatever 
that agricultural values in Scotland had 
fallen very seriously. Some Members of 
Parliament had attempted to deny that 
this was so. He thought that they had 
better go down to the agricultural dis- 
tricts of Scotland, and endeavour to 
convince the agriculturists themselves 
that their theory was true. He thought 
that they would have some difficulty in 
doing so. All the figures and statistics 
available to him proved that the agri- 
cultural depression was very real and 
serious in Scotland, though it had not 
gone so far as it had in some parts of 
England. In 1879 the value of agri- 
cultural heritable property in Scotland 
was £7,769,000. In 1893 it had fallen 
to £6,251,000—a drop of a million and 
a half in the 14 years; which was 
equivalent to 20 per cent. on the 
sum which he had mentioned. It 
was estimated that the depreciation 
in value in English agricultural subjects 
extended to some 24 or 25 per cent. 
The depreciation had not been felt in 
Scotland as it had been in some of the 
eastern counties of England, but there 
was real and serious depreciation in 
agricultural values over nearly the whole 
of Scotland. Of course it was more 
severe in the districts adapted to the 
growing of corn than in the pasture dis- 
tricts. In his own county 25 years ago, 
what was known as the fair price for 
wheat was 24s. 6d. per quarter, and 
since then it had fallen to 19s. He 
also knew land in the same county which 
had depreciated in value to the extent 
of 40 or 45 per cent. It was equitable 
in the opinion of the Government that 
the larger part of the money should go to 
the relief of the agricultural occupiers. 
The precise method which had _ been 
chosen to help the agricultural ratepayer 
was to reduce his local rates; and the 
problem the Government had to solve 
was how to effect that object without 
making any undue disturbance in the 
incidence of the system of Jocal rating. 
The cardinal feature of the Scotch 
system of local rating was, that the sum 
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to be raised was equally distributed 
between the owner and the occupier. 
The only exception to that rule was in 
the case of what was known as the 
owner’s sterotyped rate which it was 
necessary to explain in detail. The 
county rates were at present assessed 
upon the gross value of the subjects 
liable to them ; but the parochial rates 
were subject to what were known as 
deductions and qualifications. Deduc- 
tions were given for certain statutory 
reasons, with which they had nothing to 
do, for the purposes of the Bill ; and 
they need only deal with the difficulties 
raised by the system of classification. 
The classification of the various subjects 
which were liable to rates applied to the 
occupiers’ rates only. The system was 
not universal throughout Scotland. Any 
Parish Council could, with the consent of 
the Local Government Board, bring in 
classification if it chose; but at present 
there were only 170 out of 800 parishes 
that had adopted the system. Still it 
was a system that had to be reckoned 
with in dealing with the system of rating 
in Scotland. But there was this feature 
that was common to all kinds of classifi- 


Agricultural Rates 


cation that, almost without exception, 
every parish that had adopted the system 
had given agricultural land, so far as the 
occupiers’ rate was concerned, the most 
favourable position in that classification. 
He did not think that at the present 


time it was expedient to raise any 
question as between the owner of 
one kind of property and the owner of 
another. They were rated upon the 
annual value of the subjects which they 
owned. There might be questions 
between the owners of one class of 
property and the owners of another, but 
for the purpose they had in hand, the 
Government relief resolved itself into 
giving this money to the occupiers for 
the reasons which had been indicated. 
He did not think he need delay the 


House by elaborating the question | munities. 
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sponding system of the other occupiers 
with whom he was classed. The proposal 
in the Bill was that this grant should be 
applied to paying five-eighths of the 
agricultural occupiers’ rating, and it was 
estimated that to do that would take an 
annual sum of about £187,500. The 
result would be that while the agricul- 
tural occupier would only pay three- 
eighths of his share of the rate the 
Government grant would make up the 
other five-eighths. The only difficulty in 
applying the system was in connection 
with those parishes which had adopted 
some form of classification. According 
to the original proposal in the Bill as 
introduced in the other House, classifica- 
tion would have been superseded alto- 
gether. But after consideration it was 
found that in some few places, mostly 
rural in their character, it would be 
desirable to make a change, and there- 
fore the Government proposed an 
Amendment which would have the effect 
of preserving all existing classifications 
and yet give equal advantage to the 
agricultural occupiers with that which 
was first proposed. So much for the 
county and parochial rates. What was 
proposed with regard to the Public 
Health Rate was that it should cease in 
future to be levied according to the 
parochial classification, that it should be 
levied like the county rate upon gross 
values, and that so far as the agricultural 
occupier was concerned, the same system 
should prevail as regarded other rates, 
and that he should pay only three-eighths. 
The other circumstances he had men- 
tioned included an expenditure of some 
£8,000 in relieving the Royal Burghs 
which were liable to the Land Tax. The 
justification for that was that while it 
was not possible to give equal relief to 
any occupiers of agricultural land whose 
land might be situated within the limits 
of the Burgh, it was probably fair that 
something should be done for those com- 
That tax was universally 


of whether the existing system was or | admitted to be inconvenient in incidence, 
was not unjust to the agricultural! and very expensive to collect, and it was 
occupier. The man who occupied a|certainly the fact that this repeal had 
house was rented upon the annual value | been long and urgently demanded. They 
of that house, but the occupier of a farm | proposed to set aside a sum of £15,000 
was rented not only on the annual value | for the improvementof congested districts 
of the house but on the actual value of|in Scotland, which would be the poorest 
the subjects which he occupied, which | parts of Scotland, and would be chiefly 
was more analogous to rating him upon|found in the Highlands, At present 
his stock-in-trade than upon the corre-| they put forward no scheme for dealing 
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with this money, but left that for the 
future decision of Parliament. He 
believed it would severely tax the wisdom 
and energy of Parliament to find a satis- 
factory solution of the many difficulties 
now present in the Highlands. He 
ventured to say there had seldom been 
put forward a scheme so _ generally 
acceptable to the people of Scotland as 
this one. It was sometimes said that it 
was not the outcome of any spontaneous 
desire on the part of Burghs, but he 
took that to be an absolutely erroneous 
statement. He believed this subject of 
justice to the agricultural occupier was 
one upon which the public mind 
of Scotland had been thoroughly pre- 
pared after long discussion and full 
consideration of the whole subject. 
Others might have received objections to 
it of which he did not know, but he 
could say that since this Bill was pub- 
lished not half a dozen letters of 


objection to any of the provisions of the 
Bill had come to him at the Scotch Office, 
and if he might gauge outside opinion 
from those he had had an opportunity of 
consulting, he could truly say he believed 
this scheme to be generally acceptable to 
the people of Scotland. Apart from the 


special circumstances of the case, the 
Government thought that hitherto the 
occupiers of agricultural land had borne 
an unjust share of the burdens which 
must be borne for local purposes by the 
community, and he was entitled to say 
that nothing in the way of any alterna- 
tive proposal had been so much as 
indicated in a form in which it was 
possible to criticise or discuss it. He 
believed the Bill would give great satis- 
faction in Scotland and prepare the way 
for greater reforms in the near future. 
[‘* Hear, hear !” 

Tue Ear, or CAMPERDOWN said 
he did not propose to enter into any of 
the details of the Bill, with regard to 
which he agreed with what had been 
said by the noble Lord who had just sat 
down. He only wished to make one or 
two remarks as regarded the principle of 
the Bill itself and the Commission which 
had been alluded to. They had heard 
in the country (and he had no doubt 
they would hear again in the course of 
the autumn) that this Bill and also the 
Bill for England were Measures devised 
for the relief of landowners, and land- 
owners only. At all events he hoped 


Secretary for Scotland. 
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nothing of that kind would be said or 
hinted at as regarded Scotland, because, 
as the noble Lord had said (and he 
wished to emphasise it), this was a Bill 
devised for the relief of occupiers, and 
occupiers of land alone. He did not 
think it made any difference whether the 
occupier of land hired it from someone 
else or owned it himself. Indeed, he 
thought the House would agree that in 
the case of small owners of land, the 
boon was even more required than in the 
case of persons who owned property and 
let it to others. The remedy proposed 
by this Bill was good so far as it went. 
It was given to the occupiers, but nobody 
contended—and he was sure the noble 
Lord did not claim for the Measure—that 
this was anything in the nature of a 
complete meeting of the agricultural 
difficulty. What this Bill did was to 
recognise the grievance which the noble 
Lord very properly said was absolutely 
undoubted, and he undertook to say that 
grievance was admitted, just as fully in 
the towns scattered about the country as 
in the country districts themselves which 
were affected. But the point’ on which 
he wished to lay stress was that they did 
not look to this Bill alone, or mainly to 
this Bill for the redress of this grievance. 
What they looked to was the Report of 
the Commission, which he was glad to 
see from the papers was now very nearly 
completed in its composition, which it 
was announced the noble Ear] himself 
was to be the Chairman of. To that 
inquiry all those connected avith land 
must look forward with the greatest 
anxiety and interest. They knew very 
well that the position of agricultural 
land, as distinct from business and other 
sorts of property, had hitherto occupied 
in the amount of taxation it had been 
called upon to bear, would be fully laid 
before the country, and that the value 
of that would be very great. But what 
they felt in the meantime was that this 
Bill admitted the grievance, and all they 
had to say was that the sooner this Com- 
mission could report the better ; and 
then the agriculturists of Scotland would 
be perfectly ready to accept their relief 
not alone, or in any selfish way, but in 
common with all the other persons who 
owned real property in Scotland, and 
who had to bear the burden of local 
taxation. The appointment of this Com- 
mission was the most important thing the 
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Government had done during the present 
Session, and he could only say that the 
noble Lord (if it were true that the noble 
Lord was going to be Chairman of the 
Commission) had his very best wishes in 
the work to which he hoped he would 
apply himself as soon as opportunity was 
given. 


Light Railways 


Bill read 2*, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Thursday 
next. 


STANNARIES BILL [n.1.] 

The consent of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales in right of his 
Duchy of Cornwall, signified ; Commons 
Amendments considered (according to 
Order), and agreed to. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS BILL. 
Amendments reported (according to 


Order.) 


*THE CHAIRMAN or COMMITTEES 
moved the insertion, after Clause 2, of 
the following new clause :— 


No application for an order under this Act 
shall be granted by the Light Railway Com- 
missioners, unless such railway is projected, 
mainly— 

(a.) For the conveyance of agricultural 
produce; or 

(4.) For communication with harbours and 
fishing villages; or 

(c.) To open up remote and thinly populated 
districts ; and does not exceed 20 miles 
in length. 

Provided that the Light Railway Com- 
missioners may sanction a railway of greater 
length, butin that case they shall make a special 
report to the Board of Trade, and such report 
shall, with the decision of the Board thereon, 
be laid before Parliament. 


The noble Earl said the object of his 
proposed new clause was to attempt to 
confine the scope of the Bill to the 
objects which its promoters avowed it 
was intended to meet. But it was 
desirable to give some elasticity to it, so 
he proposed that where the Light Rail- 
ways Commissioners thought a greater 
length than 20 miles was desirable they 
should sanction it, provided they made 
a special report to Parliament. 
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Government could suggest any other 
purposes than those mentioned in the 
clause to which the Light Railways might 
be adapted, he should be glad to add 
them. He had taken the words nearly 
verbatim from the 5th Clause of the 
Bill itself, which set out the conditions 
under which special advances by the 
Treasury were to be made, and they 
were confined to the cases enumerated 
in his clause. The objections he took to 
the Bill on the Second Reading were by 
no means removed by anything that had 
subsequently taken place. Those objec- 
tions were mainly to the uncontrolled 
transference to a branch of Executive 
and certain Commissioners of powers that 
had hitherto been exercised exclusively 
by Parliament. Under the Bill at present 
those powers were practically undefined. 
They extended over every tramway and 
every railway in the country or could be 
so extended if the Commissioners and the 
Board of Trade agreed. Under the Bill 
there was nothing to prevent a limited 
company or an individual applying for 
and obtaining powers to construct a 
light railway through any street of 
the Metropolis or any large town ; and 
so, under the pretence of a light railway, 
evading all the provisions of the Tram- 
ways Acts as to provisions that the rails 
should not be above the surface of the 
road ; that the frontages should be con- 
sulted, also the local authorities; nor 
was there anything to prevent a large 
railway company—the Great Western, 
or London and North Western—making 
branches all over the country, which 
could not be differentiated from branches 


| made by their less fortunate rivals. The 


| answer of course was, “ You must trust 
‘that the Commissioners and the Board 
|of Trade will use these powers with 
discretion.” He hoped they might 
trust them, and he had no reason at 
present to doubt that their confidence 
would be well placed. But the Com- 
missioners and the Presidents of the 
Board of Trade were not everlasting. 
Individuals changed, and it was an 
entirely new principle in our legislation 
that they should give to branches of the 
Executive unlimited powers simply in 
the confidence that they would not be 
‘abused. Let the House consider for a 
|moment what the principle led to. If 
|they gave the Board of Trade these 
powers in the case of railways, what 
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argument could they use if the Local|should remind their Lordships that this 
Government Board applied for similar | Commission was limited to the specified 
powers in the case of sanitary and street | term of five years, and therefore, it would 
improvements and the hundred and one| be always open to Parliament at the end 
objects which localities now came to) of that time, if it disapproved of the action 
Parliament to obtain under Public} the Commission had taken to put an end 
Health Bills. It was a principle capable | to the procedure set up in this Bill. He 
of large development, and development | hoped the House would not be led away 
not without danger. One of the argu-| by the arguments which his noble Friend 
ments of his hon. Friend who had charge | had so ably put before it into accepting the 
of the Bill in favour of the clause} Amendment because it would injuriously 
reluting to compulsory taking of land was | affect and limit the scope and provisions 
that it had a precedent in the Allotments | of this Bill. It would exclude the 
Act. That pointed to the danger of|schemes which the Government hoped 
development. Compulsory powers under | would be promoted under the facility 
the Allotments Act were given to meet| clauses of the Bill and confine the 
a special case absolutely different from | establishment of light railways to those 
giving powers for constructing or making | very cases in which the prospect of profit 
railways or tramways, and how could! was the smallest. He might remind the 
they draw an analogy between two or | House that under the provisions of this 
three acres that might be wanted for an | | Bill they contemplated the establishment 
allotment ground, and the miles of land | of two different classes of railway, and 
that might be wanted for constructing | they had in view the extension of railway 
railways. He had called attention | communication in two different sorts of 
to these matters, because it showed | districts. On the one hand there were 
how dangerous it was to apply to one/ districts in which the establishment of 
set of conditions principles that had light railways would be for purposes 
been applied already to another set) such as those specified in the Amendment 
of conditions absolutely and _ totally of his noble Friend—railways for agri- 
different. He would say no more on cultural produce, for communication with 
the subject. The object of the clause harbours and fishing villages or to open 
he had moved was to limit to some up remote and thinly populated dis- 
extent the area over which the principle tricts, and they believed that in 
vf the Bill would have its scope. The regard to those districts it was only by 
object of the Bill was to make thé con- State aid and by a cheapening of the 
struction and promotion of railways procedure that they should be able to 
cheaper. With this he was certain facilitate the extension of railway 
their Lordships would all sympathise. communication. But there was also 
But let them remember that cheapness another sort of district they hoped to 
might be purchased at somewhat too develop under the provisions of this Bill, 
great a sacrifice of important principles, | districts which could not be called “re- 
and he ventured to say the object might | mote and thinly populated,” but which 
have been efficiently attained without so | were not thickly populated ; districts in 
violent a departure from the existing| which various small industries existed, 
methods of legislation. He believed the | and in which a light railway was wanted 
clause he had proposed would somewhat | not mainly for any particular purpose, 
improve the Bill by limiting its scope, but for general convenience ; for instance, 
and he hoped the Government would | | for connecting one village with another, 
see their way to accept it. ‘or one small town with another in ex- 
*Tnhe SECRETARY To THE BOARD | actly the same way, but on a different 
or TRADE (The Eart of Duptey) said | scale, as large trunk lines were required 
it was not necessary for him to follow his | throughout the country generally. Why 
noble Friend in the observations he had! was it such districts were at present 

made as to the powers it was proposed to| very often without adequate means of 
conferon the Commissioners and the Board | railway communication? Because the 
of Trade under this Bill. That matter | capital cost of promotion under the ex- 
had already been fully discussed upon the | isting procedure was so large that the 
Committee stage of the Bill, and it there-| receipts from such districts would not 
fore seemed to him only necessary he| probably return a fair rate of interest 


Chairman of Committees. 
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upon the money invested in making the 
line. But if the procedure was cheap- 
ened, the circumstances would be alto- 
gether changed and under the altered 
conditions they believed many other 
lines would be constructed by existing 
railway companies as feeders for their 
main system without any application 
to Parliament whatever for State 
aid. If, however, they analysed too 
strictly the precise objects of these light 
railways it might be found absolutely 
impossible to make them conform to the 
limitations desired by his noble Friend. 
They might not be intended for any par- 
ticular purpose ; they might be required 
for all sorts of purposes, and therefore, 
unless it could be shown that they were 
intended either for the carriage of agri- 
cultural produce or for the development 
of the fishing industry, his noble Friend | 
would forbid their establishment, and 
force the promoters either to abandon 
the whole scheme or to fall back upon 
the present expensive procedure before 
Parliament. As he had said before, he 


Light Railways 





believed the provisions of this Bill would | 
be mainly used by existing railway com- | 
panies for the construction of light | 


branch lines, and they could not get, 
these railway companies to promote | 
schemes if they tied them down merely, | 
or even mainly, to the unremunerative | 
traffic involved in the carriage of agricul- 
tural and fishing produce. This was one 
of the main objections he had to the 
Amendment of his noble Friend, but 
there were also one or two minor defects. 
In the first place, under the Amendment 
who was to decide if a light railway ful- | 
filled the conditions laid down by his 
noble Friend? He had no doubt the 
noble Earl meant that the Commissioners 
were to decide it, but he did not say 
so, and he was advised that if the clause 
was inserted in the Bill there would be 
constant danger of continual legal con- 
tests as to whether a light railway was 
really intended for the one purpose speci- 
fied in the Amendment. Again, suppos- 
ing a light railway was established from 
an agricultural district into a town and 
conveyed agricultural produce to that 
town, who was to decide whether it was 
mainly an agricultural railway or a rail- 
way to convey town produce. Possibly 
the bulk and value of the produce that 
it took back to the country from the town 
would be greater than that which it 
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brought from the country into the town, 
and yet if that were so, according to the 
Amendment, he took it, it was a rail- 
way which ought not in fact to have 
been. established. Then why did his 
noble Friend fix upon agriculture and 
fishing as the only industries which were 
to benefit under this Bill? Why should 
not light railways be established, for 
instance, in Wales, to some of the slate 
quarries, or someof the coalfields through- 
out England and other parts of the 
Kingdom? His noble Friend was good 
enough in his speech to say that if the 
Government could suggest any other 
industries that required light railways, 
he would extend his Amendment to 
cover them. But there might be require- 
ments for light railways where it was im- 
possible to specify any particular indus- 
try that would benefit by them and, 
therefore, the Government wished to 
make the provisions of this Bill so elastic 
and wide that cases of that sort would 
be taken into account, and light rail- 


| ways, no matter for what purpose, would 


be established, and the trade of the com- 
munity, no matter to what branch it 
might belong, would derive the benefit 
it was hoped would result from the pro- 
visions of the Bill. He hoped he had 
said enough to convince their Lordships 
that if the Amendment was inserted it 
would very injuriously affect the provi- 
sions of the Bill and limit its scope. He 
therefore hoped his noble Friend would 
not press it to a Division. 


THe CHAIRMAN or COM- 
MITTEES said that, after what had 
fallen from the noble Lord, he did not 
think it wise to press the Amendment 
to a Division, and would therefore 
withdraw it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Toe CHAIRMAN or COM- 
MITTEES called attention to the fact 
that in paragraph (c) Sub-section (1) of 
Clause 5, the expression was used “ and 
every such parish shall be notified of the 
intention, etc.” The word “notified” 
in that sense was new to the Statute 
Book, and he suggested that “ informed ” 
would be a better word. 


*Toe Eart or DUDLEY said he 
would accept the word “informed” in 
place of “ notified.” 
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Word “notified” struck out; word 
‘informed ” inserted instead thereof. 


On the Motion of the Eart of DuDLEy, 
certain verbal Amendments were agreed 
to. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed. 


UGANDA RAILWAY BILL. 


Considered in Committee (according 
to Order) ; Bill reported without Amend- | 
ment ; Standing Committee negatived ;) 
and Bill to be read 3* on Thursday | 


next. 


PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


[The CHairman of ComMirrees in 
the Chair. ] 


Clause 2,— 


POWER TO EXECUTE WORKS IN ADJOINING 
DISTRICTS, AND TO COMBINE FOR 
EXECUTION OF WORKS. 


Any sanitary authority may, with the consent 
of the sanitary authority of any adjoining dis- 
trict, execute and do in such adjoining district 
all or any of such works and things as they 
may execute and do within their own district, 
and on such terms as to payment or otherwise 
as may be agreed on between them and the 
sanitary authority of the adjoining district, and 
any two or more sanitary authorities may com- 
bine together for the purpose of executing and 
maintaining any works that may be for the 
benefit of their respective districts or any part 
thereof. All moneys which any sanitary 
authority may agree to contribute for defraying 
expenses incurred under this section shall be 
deemed to be expenses incurred by them in the 
execution of works within their district. 


THe Eart or RANFURLY moved, 

after the words “adjoining district,” to 
insert the words— 
‘‘or between them and any person with the 
consent of such last - mentioned sanitary 
authority, and may, with the like consent, 
supply and sell water to any person in such 
adjoining district.” 


{LORDS} 
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| This Amendment was by way of enlarg- 
‘ing the powers, so that with the sanction 
|of the central authority another con- 
tractor, independent of the central 
authority, could do the work. 


Amendment agreed to ; clause ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 10,— 


JURISDICTION OF PORT SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 


The order of the Local Government Board 
constituting a port sanitary authority shall be 
deemed to give such authority jurisdiction over 
all waters within the limits of such port, and 
also over the whole or such portions of the 


| district within the jurisdiction of any sanitary 
| authority as may be specified in the order. 

| 
| 


Tue Ear, or RANFURLY moved, 
after Clause 10, to insert the following 
clause :— 


‘The Local Government Board may by order 
| assign to any port sanitary authority any powers, 
| rights, duties, capacities, and obligations under 
| the Infectious Disease Prevention Act, 1890, 

with the necessary modifications.” 


He said this clause incorporated the 
English Port Sanitary Bill, passed this 
Session. 


Clause read 1* and 24, and ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 30,— 


INTERPRETATION OF 41 & 42 Vicr., 
c. 52, s. 2 


a 





| 
} 
| 
| 


In the interpretation of the expression 
“Sanitary Acts ” in Section two of the principal 
| Act, the expression ‘‘in force” means in force 
| for the time being. 


| Tue Eart or RANFURLY meved, 
| after Clause 30, to insert the following 


| 


clause :— 


| 31. All buildings, offices, and premises vested 
in, or in the occupation of Her Majesty the 
Queen, either beneficially or as part of the 
hereditary revenues of the Crown, or in trust 
for the public service, or for public purposes, or 
in the occupation of any department of Her 
| Majesty's Government, or used or employed for 
| public purposes, shall be and are hereby 
|exempted from the provisions of this Act, and 
also from the provisions of the Public Health 
| (Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1890: Provided that 
| nothing in this Act shall in anywise prejudice, 
i 
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affect, or make void any matters or things here- 
tofore done by any sanitary authority in pur- 
suance of the said Acts in connection with or in 
relation to the buildings, offices, or premises 
referred to in this section. 


County Courts 


He said this clause was proposed by the 
Treasury simply for the protection of its 
buildings, such as post offices. 


Clause read 1* and 2’, and ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 32,— 


DEFINITIONS. 


In this Act the expression “the principal 
Act” means the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 
1878; and the expression “the Public Health 
(Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1890,” means the Public 
Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, the Public Health 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1879, the Public 
Health (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1884, the 
Public Health Act, 1889, and the Public Health 
Acts Amendment Act, 1890. 


THe Eart orf RANFURLY moved, 
at the end of the clause, to insert the 
words “and the expression ‘ town’ in- 
cludesa township having Commissioners.” 


Amendment agreed to; clause, as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Standing Committee negatived ; Stand- 
ing Order No. XXXIX. considered 
(according to Order), and dispensed with ; 
Amendments reported; Bill read 3+, 
with the Amendments, passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 

Read 2* (according to Order); Com- 
mittee negatived ; and Bill to be read 3* 
on Thursday next. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Read 2* (according to Order) ; Com- 
mittee negatived ; and Bill to be read 3* 
on Thursday next. 
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TELEGRAPH MONEY BILL. 
Read 2’ (according to Order) ; Com- 
mittee negatived ; and Bill to be read 3* 
on Thursday next. 


LOCAL TAXATION (IRELAND) ESTATE 
DUTY BILL. 
Read 2* (according to Order) ; Com- 
mittee negatived ; and Bill to be read 
3* on Thursday next. 


THe LORD PRESIDENT or tHE 
COUNCIL (The Duke or Devonsuire), 
in moving the adjournment of the House, 
said he understood it was necessary for 
their Lordships to meet at a Quarter past 
11 To-morrow night. 


House adjourned at Twenty 
minutes before Seven o’clock, 
till To-morrow, at a Quarter 
past Eleven o’clock p.m. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuesday, 11th August 1896. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


LONDONDERRY IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


Lords’ Amendments considered (by 
Order), and agreed to. 


EAST INDIA (LEAVE AND PENSION 
RULES OF THE CIVIL (UN COVENANTED) 
SERVICE). 

Return 
| printed.— 


presented 7th August] to be 
No. 339.] 


COUNTY COURTS 
(PLAINS AND SITTINGS). 
Return [presented 10th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 340.] 
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POLICE PENSIONS, ETC. (SCOTLAND). 


Return [presented 10th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 341.] 


COMPANIES BILL. 


Paper [presented 10th August] to be 
printed.—{ No. 342.] 


INFANT LIFE PROTECTION BILL AND 
SAFETY OF NURSE CHILDREN BILL. 

Paper [presented 10th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 343.] 


PUBLIC INCOME AND EXPENDITURE. 


Return presented relative thereto 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 398, of Session 1, 1895) [ordered 
6th July—Sir Henry Fowler| ; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
| No, 344.] 


POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS (REVENUE 
AND EXPENDITURE). 

Return presented, relative thereto 

[ordered 30th July—Mr. Hanbury}; to 

lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


—[No. 345.] 


POST OFFICE 
(REVENUE AND EXPENDITUR¢). 
Return presented relative thereto 
[ordered 30th July—Mr. Hanbury] ; to 


lie upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[No. 346.] 


LAND REGISTRY. 


Account presented, of Receipts and 
Payments in respect of the Land Registry 
for the year ending 31st March 1896 [by 
Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed.—[ No. 347.] 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS. 


Return presented relative thereto 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 466, of Session 2, 1895) [ordered 
13th April-- Mr. Ritchie]; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed.—{ No. 348. ] 


{COMMONS} 
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GAS UNDERTAKINGS (LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 


Return presented relative thereto 


(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 467, of Session 2, 1895) [ordered 
13th April—JMr. Ritchie]; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed.—[ No. 349.] 


CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS 
RIDING OF YORKSHIRE). 
Further Return relative thereto 
[ordered 10th August 1894—WMr. Francis 
Stevenson]; to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed.—[No. 350. ] 


(WEST 


ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UNDER 
STANDING ORDER 17. 


Return relative thereto [ordered 
4th August—Dr. Farquharson]; to be 
printed.—{ No. 351.] 


CLOSURE OF DEBATE (STANDING 
ORDER 25). 
Return relative thereto [ordered 
4th August—Dr. Farquharson]; to be 
printed.—{ No. 352.] 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (DAYS 
OCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT AND 
BY PRIVATE MEMBERS). 


Return relative thereto [ordered 
4th August—Dr. Farquharson]; to be 
printed.—{ No. 353.] 


JOINT STOCK COMPANIES. 
Copy ordered :— 


“Of Returns of the names, objects, or busi- 
ness, places where business is or was conducted, 
date of registration, number of persons who 
signed the Memorandum of Association, total 
number of shares taken up by such subscribers, 
nominal capital, number of shares into which it 
is divided, number of shares taken up, amount 
of calls made on each share, and the total 
amount of calls received of all Joint Stock 
Companies formed since the Ist day of January 
1895 to the 31st day of December 1895, inclusive, 
distinguishing whether the Companies are limited 
or unlimited, and also the number of shareholders 
in each of the said Companies at the date of the 
last Return, and whether still in operation or 
being wound up.” 


‘* Of the total number having their registered 
offices in the City of London, or within five 
miles of the General Post Office.” 















“And, of the total number and the paid-up 
capital of all registered Companies which are 
believed to be carrying on business at the present 
time.” — (Mr. Ritchie.) 


Copy presented accordingly ; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed.—[ No. 
354. | 


KITCHEN AND REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
(HOUSE OF COMMONS). 
Power given to the Select Committee 
to report their Observations ; 


Report brought up, and read ; 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—[{ No. 355.] 


COAL MINES REGULATIONS ACT (1887) 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL. 


Lords’ Amendments considered. 


*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean) said it was not the 
intention of the hon. Member for the 
Rhondda Valley (Mr. Abraham) to 
reopen at this period of the Session the 
question affected by one of the Amend- 
ments which he carried, and which had 
been changed in the Lords. 


Lords’ Amendments agreed to. 


TRUCK BILL. 


Amendments considered and 


Lords’ 
agreed to. 


QUESTIONS. 


SLAVES IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


Sir C. DILKE: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
whether an arrangement was made 
by the British East Africa Company, 
in February 1890, by which slaves 
escaping from their own owners were to 
be pursued and brought back to their 
masters by the Company’s police; and 
whether the Company declared in it that, 
in the case of fugitives taking refuge 
outside the Zanzibar dominions and 
under the British flag, villages affording 
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asylum to fugitives would be attacked ; 
and, whether Her Majesty’s Government 
put an end to this agreement ? 

THe UNDER SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. GeorGE Curzon, Lancashire, South- 
port): An arrangement was made in the 
time of the Imperial British East Africa 
Company that slaves escaping from their 
owners should, under certain circum- 
stances, be returned by the Company’s 
police to them. Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, however, on assuming the adminis- 
tration of the Protectorate at once 
issued a Proclamation discontinuing the 
practice. 


INCOME TAX AND JUDICIAL RENTS 
(IRELAND). 

Dr. McDONNELL (Queen’s Co., 
Leix): I beg to ask the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer if he is aware that tenants 
in Ireland whose rents are less than the 
valuation are compelled to pay Income 
Tax on the difference unless they prove 
each year on appeal that the valuation 
is greater than the fair annual value; 
and, whether he will direct the Inland 
Revenue authorities that when the rent 
is a judicial rent it should be taken for 
this purpose as the fair annual value, 
without putting the tenants to the 
trouble of appealing ¢ 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micuart Hicks Beacn, 
Bristol, W.): The case mentioned by 
the hon. Member is, I understand, of 
rare occurrence. The law is, that under 
the Income Tax Acts assessments under 
Schedule A have to be made on the full 
annual value of the land, and in Ireland 
the value in the Poor Law valuation is, 
subject to appeal, taken to be the value 
for this purpose. Where the rent is less 
than this value, the assessment is divided 
between landlord and tenant—the land- 
lord being charged on the rent, the 
tenant being charged in respect of his 
beneficial occupation, on the difference 
between the rent and the full annual 
value. A judicial rent is fixed, not as 
being the full annual value in the sense 
required by the Income Tax Acts, but 
as representing that part of the annual 
value which is fairly due to the landlord 
in respect of his interest in the land, as 
distinct from that of the tenant. The 
fact, therefore, that a judicial rent is 
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fixed below the Poor Law valuation | owners, they have generally approved of 
cannot be held to show, of itself, that | the extension of the period of apprentice- 
that valuation is in excess of the annual |ship to be required of candidates for 
value for the purposes of Schedule A of | examination for engineer certificates in 
the Income Tax Acts. ‘the Mercantile Marine from three to five 

years, and that a third-grade certificate 

‘should be created for those who have 

EXPLOSIVES (MONTHLY RETURN). | passed the prescribed examination and 

Mr. JOHN AIRD (Paddington, N.):|have the necessary workshop and sea 
I beg to ask the President of the Board |service, he (the President) will state 
of Trade if he will consider the desira- whether the Board of Trade will now 
bility of requiring a monthly return of amend the existing regulations to be 
all gunpowder and other explosives kept | required of candidates for marine engi- 
upon public works, manufactories and | neer certificates and create a third-grade 
shops in the metropolis and elsewhere? | certificate ? 

Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror| Tue PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sirjor TRADE (Mr. C. T. Rircni, 
Matruew Waite Ripiey, Lancashire, |Croydon): The proposal to extend the 
Blackpool): There are 35,000 places in| period of apprenticeship for marine 
the United Kingdom where explosives engineers could be carried into effect by 
are manufactured or kept for sale, and | Board of Trade regulation, but, although 
the quantities in these places vary from|it has been strongly supported, it is 
day to day. The hon. Member will, I | opposed by the Chamber of Shipping 
think, agree that it would be hopeless to|}and other important representative 
attempt to obtain with any accuracy such | bodies, and must therefore receive further 
returns as he suggests. | consideration before any change is made. 
| The suggestion that a third-grade certifi- 
cate should be created would require 
legislation to give it effect, and I am 
afraid the prospects of such legislation 


FOREIGN-MADE CHAIRS 
(HOUSE OF COMMONS). 


Mr. J. W. MACLURE (Lancashire, | are remote. 


Stretford): I beg to ask the First! 
Commissioner of Works whether the | 
chairs in the Reporters’ Gallery and | DEATH OF A BOY (COOKSTOW)N). 
furniture in other parts of the House are) Mr. P. C. DOOGAN (Tyrone, E.): I 
of foreign manufacture ; and why prefer-| beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
ence is given to foreign over British and| Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, has his 
Trish trade ? attention been called to the proceedings 
Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS (Kent, St. | at the inquest which was held in Cooks- 
Augustine’s): The only furniture of|town on 10th June last touching the 
foreign manufacture in the Houses of death of a boy named Patrick Coleman ; 
Parliament consists of a limited number | if he is aware that two medical gentle- 


of chairs which were two years ago sup- | 


plied to some of the rooms occupied by 
representatives of the Press on account 


/men, having made a post mortem ex- 
amination, testified that the injuries on 
'the neck of the deceased were not self- 


of the lightness of the articles and their | inflicted, and although death resulted 
special suitability for the purpose. Ex-|from strangulation, that it was not a 
cept in such particular cases, preference |case of suicide by hanging, and that 
is always given to articles of British | accordingly the jury returned an open 
manufacture. | verdict ; and, whether the Government 
| will order further inquiry and investi- 
| gation with a view to clear up the 
APPRENTICES (MERCANTILE MARINE). | mystery of Coleman’s death ? 

Mr. C. W. CAYZER (Barrow-in-| Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
Furness): I beg to ask the President | LAND (Mr. Geratp Batrour, Leeds, 
of the Board of Trade whether, having | Central) : My attention has been directed 
regard to the fact that, in reply to the |to a report of the circumstances attend- 
inquiries made by the Board of Trade of | ing the death of this boy. The medical 
the engineer firms, associations and ship- | gentlemen who carried out the post 


Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
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mortem examination did not state, as 
alleged, that the injuries on the neck of 
the deceased were not self-inflicted ; 
their evidence showed that the boy came 
to his death by strangulation, though 
how caused they could not state. No 
further light had since been thrown on 
the cause of the lad’s death, but the 
police are pursuing their inquiries and 
are giving the matter their special 
attention. 


ADEN HOSPITALS 
(TRAINED NURSING STAFF). 

Mr. M. M. BHOWNAGGREE (Beth- 
nal Green, N.E.): I beg to ask the Sec- 
retary of State for India whether he has 
received any reply to the reference made 
last April to the Government of India 
relative to the provision of a trained 
nursing staff for hospitals at Aden ; and, 
if a reply is received, will he state what 
provision is intended to be made? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Grorce Hamixton, Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing): No reply has been re- 
ceived from the Government of India. 
I have requested that the Report regard- 
ing the medical arrangements at Aden 
may be expedited. 


RAILWAYS IN INDIA. 

Mr. BHOWNAGGREE: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether the Inquiry regarding appli- 
cations for concessions for the building 
of railways under the scheme promulgated 
by the Government of India in 1893 
which he had instituted is complete ; 
and, if he will place upon the Table of 
the House at an early date the Return 
promised by him on 19th June last? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : The 
promised Inquiry was duly made by a 
letter addressed to the Government of 
India on the 26th June, but sufficient 
time has not yet elapsed for receipt of a 
reply. As soon as the Return is re- 
ceived it will be laid upon the Table. 


PASTURE HOLDINGS (IRELAND). 

Sm JOHN COLOMB (Great Yar- 
mouth): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, if he could state to the 
House the number of holdings in Ireland 
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let as pasture, and of a rateable value 
exceeding £50 and not exceeding £1001 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: There 
are no statistics available that would 
enable me to state the number of pasture 
holdings in Ireland, but it appears from 
a Return which was published in 1870 
showing the tenure by which agricultural 
holdings were held at that time, that the 
number of agricultural holdings of £50 
rating and under £100, not in occupation 
of proprietors, was 22,728. This Return 
was presented to Parliament in 1870. 
(C. 32.) I may add that the term 
“agricultural” here includes the term 
“ pastoral.” 


IRISH MAILS. 

Mr. T. J. CONDON (Tipperary, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, whether he is aware that on 
Thursday last, the English and Dublin 
mails were again delayed for six hours at 
Limerick Junction. Whether he has 
taken any notice, and, if so, what, of the 
representations of the merchants and 
traders of Clonmel on the delay of the 
mails for the same length of time on four 
days of last week. And, if he has taken 
any definite steps to compel the Great 
Southern and Western and Waterford 
and Limerick Railway Companies to put 
an end to the great inconvenience and 
loss sustained by the merchants, traders 
and general public of the towns of Cahir, 
Clonmel, and Carrick-on Suir caused by 
the unpunctuality of the trains ? 

*Tuoe SECRETARY to toe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) : 
The Postmaster General regrets that on 
Thursday last, and also on each of the 
two following days, a failure of con- 
nection between the day mail trains 
occurred at Limerick Junction. The 
delay in the arrival of the train from 
Dublin has in each of the cases referred 
to in the question been due to the late 
arrival of the mail steamer at Kingstown, 
which in its turn was due to the delay 
in the arrival of the London and North 
Western train at Holyhead, and repre- 
sentations have accordingly been ad- 
dressed to the London and North 
Western Railway. The Department is 
in communication with the Waterford, 
Limerick, and Western Railway Company 
with the view of ascertaining what 
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arrangements are practicable for reducing 
the inconvenience caused to the residents 
in the districts served by the Waterford, 
Limerick, and Western Railway when 
the English mail is late. 

Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, 
W.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, whether, pending the concluding 
of negotiations for an improved service 
for transmission of the mails, a special 
train could be run from Limerick 
Junction to Limerick when the English 
and Dublin morning mail train is late ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General is already in communication 
with the Waterford, Limerick and 
Western Railway Company on this sub- 
ject ; but without further inquiry, he 
cannot undertake to incur the cost of a 
special train. 

Captain DONELAN (Cork, E.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
as representing the Postmaster General, 
whether the definite acceptance of the 
new Irish mail time table will be post- 
poned for a sufficient period to enable 
inquiry to be made as to the possibility 
of acceding to the request of the depu- 
tation from the Irish Chamber of 


Commerce which recently waited upon 
the Postmaster General ? 


Mr. HANBURY: Any represen- 
tations in the sense indicated by the 
question which may be made, will be 
considered, but the Postmaster General 
believes it to be altogether impractic- 
able to agree to the request of the 
deputation. 


ARMY LANCE STAVES. 
CotoneL WELBY : I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for War 
whether it is intended to manufacture 


any more ash lance staves for use in| 


peace time; whether he is aware that 
the bamboo staves are subjected to a far 
more severe test than the ash ones; and 
that there are plenty of bamboos of lesser 
quality which will stand a much greater 


test than the ash staves ; and, whether | 


he can see his way to replacing the unre- 
liable ash staves with these bamboos, so 
- that the men in peace time may be trained 
with a weapon of the same weight and 
balance as that which they will have to 
use in war ! 


Secretary to the Treasury. 
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*THE UNDER SECRETARY -or 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Surrey, Guildford): Ash staves will 
neither be manufactured nor issued when 
suitable bamboos can be obtained. Both 
ash staves and bamboos are subjected to 
practically the same test. Recently some 
bamboo lances which were not quite up 
to the standard were issued to the troops 
for trial. They did not prove serviceable, 


}and bamboos vary in weight more than 


ash staves. 


WAR TROPHIES. 

Cotone, WELBY : I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for War, 
whether he can see his way to causing a 
search to be made in the store rooms at 
the Tower, Windsor Castle, and else- 
where for trophies, or relics of trophies, 


captured in the wars of the last century, 
}and accidentally stored out of sight, with 
|a view to their being placed in Chelsea 


Hospital where they can be publicly 
seen ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: All trophies in 
the charge of the Secretary of State are 
either exhibited locally at such places as 
Edinburgh and Stirling Castles, or they 
are concentrated at the Tower of London, 
where they are probably more accessible 
to the public than they would be in 
Chelsea Hospital. The Secretary of 
State has no control over Windsor 
Castle. 


LENNARD ESTATE, CLONES, COUNTY 
MONAGHAN. 

Mr. D. MACALEESE, (Monaghan, 
N.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord Lieutenant for Ireland if the 
Land Commissioners were acting legally 
in obliging the proprietor tenants on the 
Lennard Estate, Clones, to hand over 
documents which those tenants had paid 
for ; and, if so, will he point out the Act 
of Parliament and section under which 
the Commissioners derive this authority 4 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I pre- 
sume the documents referred to are the 
copy Vesting Orders issued to the tenant 
purchasers before the Registration Act, 
1891, came into operation. The 94th 
Section of that Act empowered the Land 
Judge, with the approval of the Lord 
Chancellor, to make rules for the custody 
of any instrument coming into the hands 
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of the Central or Local Registration 
Office, and one of the rules made under 
the authority of this enactment provides 
that the Registering Authority shall 
retain in Court all documents of title 
relating exclusively to registered land. 
Copy Vesting Orders relate exclusively 
to registered land and are retained as 
subsequent dealings must be recorded on 
the register. 


Barrack Room 


JUDICIAL RENTS 
(COUNTY MONAGHAN). 

Mr. MACALEESE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland how many second term cases 
of judicial rents have been fixed in 
County Monaghan? What is the aver- 
age percentage of reductions made in 
those cases? And in how many have 
appeals been lodged by landlords against 
the decisions 4 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: Rents 
have been fixed for a second statutory 
term in 33 cases from the County Mona- 
ghan. The average percentage of reduc- 
tions in the rents so fixed, as compared 
with rent fixed for first statutory term, 
is 23°6 per cent. Notices of appeal on 
behalf of the landlords have been lodged 
in 13 of these cases. 


HOLYHEAD HARBOUR. 
Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey) : 
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the question still stands at the point 
indicated in the reply of Sir Michael 
Hicks Beach to the then hon. Member 
for Anglesea, on the 4th April 1892. 
This was to the effect that the plan 
suggested for the partial removal of the 
rocks had not met with sufficient support 
to justify the Government in proceeding 
with it. I hope myself shortly to visit 
| the harbour, and shall be glad to take 
|that opportunity of further inquiring 
| into the matter. Meanwhile I shall be 
_glad of any information which the hon. 
| Gentleman can give as to the local views 
on the modified proposal to which I 
refer. 


Coal Supply. 





| DUBLIN ARTILLERY MILITIA. 


| Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wick- 
low, W.): I beg to ask the Under Sec- 
retary of State for War whether he is 
aware that whilst the Dublin Artillery 
Militia were encamped at the Murrough, 
_ Wicklow, drink was supplied to civilians 
on Sundays at the canteen, with the 
result that cases of drunkenness have 
been brought before the Wicklow magis- 
trates; that Mr. Wynne and other 
magistrates have said in Court that it 
was very improper to supply drink to 
civilians in canteens on Sundays when 
local publicans were obliged to keep 
|their houses closed; and, whether the 
| War Office will put a stop to this abuse 
of the canteen system ? 


I beg to ask the President of the Board); *Mr. BRODRICK: The Adjutant of 
of Trade what steps have been taken | the Dublin City Artillery telegraphs that 


during the past year with reference to) 
Holyhead Harbour to improve the ship- | 
ping accommodation of the harbour, to} 
secure the greater safety of the harbour | 
as a port of refuge, to remove the) 
Platters’ Rocks, to extend the dry-dock 
accommodation of the harbour, and to! 
increase the facilities for landing goods | 
at Holyhead ? 

Mr. RITCHIE: At the Mail Jetty in 
the old harbour at Holyhead, works are 
now in progress to afford increased ac- 
commodation for the larger mail boats 
which are being constructed in connec- 
tion with the acceleration of the Postal 
Service ; but no special works have been 
undertaken during the past year to im- 
prove the shipping accommodation of the 
harbour, to extend the dry-dock accom- 
modation or to remove the Platters’ 
Rocks. As regards the Platters’ Rocks, 





civilians were not supplied with drink 
from the canteen in Wicklow during 
training, and if any such occurrence 
came to notice it would be stopped at 
once. 


BARRACK ROOM COAL SUPPLY. 

Mr. C. T. GILES (Cambridge, Wis- 
bech): I beg to ask the Under Secretary 
of State for War whether he is aware 
that the weekly allowances of coal served 
out to the regiments are often insufficient 
to keep up fires in the barrack rooms ; 
whether the allowances are generally 
augmented by subscriptions among the 
men; whether last autumn it happened 
on several occasions that soldiers re- 
turned wet through after a long march, 
and had no fires in their rooms at which 
to dry their clothes or warm themselves ; 
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and, whether he will take steps to 
prevent the recurrence of such a state of 
things ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: The allowance of 
coal to a regiment is not weekly but 
annual, and it has been found suflicient. 
The men used to subscribe for additional 
fuel, but, so far as is known to the War 
Office, the practice does not continue 
under the present system of allowances. 
No such occurrence as that referred to 
has been reported, and it is believed 
that with ordinary management of the 
coal supply it could not occur. 


ST. STEPHEN’S CRYPT 
(HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT). 

Mr. SYDNEY GEDGE (Walsall): 
I beg to ask the First Commissioner of 
Works whether he can now give an 
assurance that on Saturdays in future 
the chapel in St. Stephen’s Crypt shall 
be open to the public under the same 
regulations as other parts of the Houses 
of Parliament ; and whether the time 
has come for allowing persons of either 
sex to walk through Westminster Hall 
when it is open? 

Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: I am in 
correspondence with the Home Office 
with a view to arrange for the reopening 
of St. Stephen’s Crypt to the public on 
Saturdays, and Westminster Hall daily 
at hours when Parliament is not sitting. 
I hope that these arrangements may 
very shortly be completed. 


CRETE. 

Mr. C. J. MONK (Gloucester): I 
beg to ask the Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs if he is in a position 
to state whether there is any foundation 
for the report contained in the Daily 
News of 10th August that 1,000 armed 
Mussulmans butchered 30 unarmed 
Christians and wounded eight others 
within the precincts of the monastery of 
St. John, at Anapolis Pediada, near 
Heracleion ; that they then desecrated 
and plundered the churches of St. John, 
Panagia, Prophet Elias, Archangelos, 
and Metamorphosis, and burnt the 
priest, Jeremiah, alive over a fire made 
of the sacred pictures, after cutting off 
his ears and nose ; and that among the 
slaughtered were three priests, three 
women, and three small children ; and, 


Mr. C. T. Giles, 


Her Majesty's Ambassador {COMMONS} 
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whether the Great Powers are now 
agreed as to the means to be adopted 
for the prevention of further massacres 
of the Christian subjects of the Porte in 
the island of Crete? 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): I 
beg to ask the Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs has he any informa- 
tion as to the statement of the Athens 
correspondent of the Daily News yester- 
day relative to the roasting of a priest 
in Crete by Turkish soldiers on a fire 
made from pictures pillaged from 
churches ? 

Mr. CURZON : A telegram has been 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul in 
Crete reporting an attack by armed 
Mussulmans on the monastery referred 
to, and stating that 29 men, women and 
children and three monks had _ been 
killed and eight other Christians 
wounded. The desecration and burning 
of the monastery and four churches is 
also reported, as well as the plunder of 
cattle and sheep. A report has also 
reached Constantinople from the Greek 
Consul in Crete, mentioning the burning 
of a priest, but this statement has not 
so far been confirmed by any telegram 
from the British Consul. The repre- 
sentatives of the Great Powers at Con- 
stantinople are in almost daily com- 
munication with the Porte with the 
view to the suppression of these dis- 
turbances and the restoration of order 
in the island. 


(Constantinople ). 


GOVERNOR OF CANDIA. 

Mr. MONK: I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether Hassan Pasha has been re- 
called, and Abdullah, a Kurdish Colonel 
of Gendarmerie, has been appointed 
Governor of Candia in his stead, with 
the consent and approval of the Great 
Powers ? 

Mr. CURZON: No confirmation of 
this report has reached Her Majesty’s 
Government from Her Majesty’s Consul 
in Crete, and, according to the most 
recent telegrams, Hassan Pasha would 
appear to be still at his post. 


HER MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR 
(CONSTANTINOPLE). 
Mr. MONK : I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
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whether the continued absence of the | administrative work of the Govern- 
British Ambassador from Constantinople | ment of India, and would entail upon 
is seriously impeding the settlement of | the revenues of India an expense which 
the Cretan Question; and whether he|the results would in no sense justify. 
can inform the House when Sir Philip} I cannot therefore hold out any hope of 
Currie will return to the Embassy at | assenting to any such proposition. 
Constantinople ? Sm W. WEDDERBURN asked 
Mr. CURZON: Her Majesty’s Gov-| whether the noble Lord thought that the 
ernment do not think that the absence | present arrangements did not admit of 
of the British Ambassador from Con- | improvement ? 
stantinople is likely to be attended by| Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON said 
the consequences suggested by my hon. | that he would have an opportunity of 
Friend. ‘They have complete confidence | referring to this subject in introducing 
in Mr. Herbert, Her Majesty’s Chargé| the Indian Budget. The control exer- 
d’Affaires, who has shown great tact and | cised over the East India accounts was, 
ability in the discharge of his duties. | as far as he knew, a singularly effective 
Sir Philip Currie will return to his post | control. 
at the expiration of his leave of absence 
later in the autumn. 




















BENGAL TENANCY ACT, 1885. 


Mr. BHOWNAGGREE: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether the Government of Bengal has 
submitted. any proposals for amending 
the law of landlord and tenant in Bengal 
as settled by the Bengal Tenancy Act of 
1885; and, whether any opportunity 
will be afforded to the landlords and 
tenants of the province to represent their 
views regarding the provisions of the 
Act of 1885 before any fresh legislation 
on the subject is proceeded with ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: I 
have received no official information as 
to any proposals to amend the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, but, as stated yesterday in 
answer to a similar question, I am in- 
quiring of the Government of India as 
to the recent working of the Act. Should 
any fresh legislation be necessary, persons 
interested will undoubtedly have an 
opportunity of placing their views before 
the Government of India. 


WINCHESTER BARRACKS. 
Mr. W. H. MYERS (Winchester) : I 
beg to ask the Under Secretary of State 
for War whether, seeing that the nego- 
tiations for the purchase of additional 
land by the War Office are practically 
complete, he is now able to state when 
the rebuilding of the Winchester Bar- 
racks will be commenced ? 
*Mr. BRODRICK: I regret to say 
that the rebuilding of Winchester Bar- 
racks, for which full provision is made in 
the Military Works Bill, will be delayed’ 
owing to the information conveyed to 
the Government that the Bill would be 
strongly opposed if pressed in the present 
Session. The preparation of plans, how- 
ever, is being proceeded with, and it is 
hoped the Bill will be passed before the 
3lst March next. 
























EAST INDIA ACCOUNTS. 

Sir WILLIAM WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether, with a view 
to a more systematic and effectual con- 
sideration of Indian Finance by this 
House, he will favourably consider a 


PRISONERS’ AID SOCIETIES 
(Mr. MERRICK 8 REPORT). 

Mr. HERBERT GLADSTONE 

(Leeds, W.): I beg to ask the Secretary 





proposal to appoint each year a Select 
Committee of the House to examine and 
report upon the East India Accounts ? 
Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : Any 
effective annual examination of the ac- 
counts of the Government of India by a 
Select Committee sitting in this country 
would raise many grave difficulties, 
would seriously interfere with the 
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of State for the Home Department 
whether he has yet received Mr. Merrick’s 
Report on the Working of Prisoners’ 
Aid Societies ; and, whether this Report 
will be presented to Parliament ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
I have not yet received Mr. Merrick’s 
Report, but I understand that it will be 





ready before the end of this month. 
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Until I have seen it, I cannot, of course, 
say whether I shall be able to lay it on | 
the Table of the House or not. 


PRISON INDUSTRIES. | 

Mr. HERBERT GLADSTONE: I) 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the | 
Home Department whether any arrange- 
ment has yet been made with the Treasury | 
concerning Recommendation VII. of the 
Departmental Commission on Prisons 
with regard to the supervision of prison 
industries ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
The first part of that recommendation | 
has been carried out, as I have already | 
informed the House, by the appointment 
of a comptroller of prison industries. As | 
regards the further suggestion of the | 
Committee that the number of skilled | 
teachers of industries should be increased, | 
no definite arrangement has yet been | 
made. A scheme is in course of pre- 
paration by the Prison Board, but the | 
subject is a difficult one, and I cannot at 
present express any opinion on it. 


{COMMONS} 
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the memorialists have an increment of 
£2 10s. after 14 years; whether there is 
any difference in the class of work done ; 
and, whether he can do anything to 
meet the prayer of the memorialists 1 
Mr. HANBURY : These Abstractors 
were originally temporary Copyists, and 
the Ridley Commission recommended in 
1888 that that class should be swept 
away, and be replaced by Junior Second 
Division Clerks or Boy Copyists; but 
the Treasury in 1891 gave a number of 
them permanent employment as Ab- 


|stractors, with a title to pension and 


other advantages which they had not 
hitherto possessed. They are, of course, 
a moribund class, and no fresh appoint- 
ments will be made. On _ becoming 
Abstractors they were allowed to com- 
mence at the rate of pay which they 
were actually receiving at the time (in 
some cases exceeding £100, and the 
average being about £90), and to rise to 
a maximum of £150 by annual incre- 
ments of £2 10s., which commenced at 
once, not after 14 years as this Question 


implies. A class of men promoted under 


|such conditions, which are superior to 


DURATION OF SENTENCES 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). 


Mr. HERBERT GLADSTONE: I) 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 


those under which they worked as 


| Copyists, and entering the permanent 


service at a mature age and with a 
comparatively high initial salary, is 
manifestly on a different footing from 


Home Department whether the Govern- | others who, entering at a much earlier 


ment has arrived at any decision in/age and with a much lower salary, may 
respect to the proposed inquiry by Royal naturally look forward to rising more 
Commission into the duration of) rapidly. As a matter of fact, one of the 
sentences ? ‘new class of Abstractors, entering at a 
Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : | salary of £55, will attain the maximum 
Sagan by Doe Commiindss tate Weick yunee (rls EEt' on om Sh 
inequality of sentences, but up to the | entering at £95 under the old system ; 
present have not been able to overcome | but he will, of course, have received in 


certain difficulties which have presented | 
themselves. | 


| 

STATISTICAL OFFICE. i | 

Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, | 
Hoxton): I beg to ask the Secretary to | 
the Treasury whether he has received | 
a memorial from the Abstractors em- 
ployed in the Statistical Office of Her 
Majesty’s Customs, praying for an incre- 
ment of salary at least equal to that 
granted to the new class of Abstractors 
after seven years’ service ; whether these 
latter have an increment of £5 per 
annum after seven years’ service, whereas 





Sir Matthew White Ridley. 


the aggregate a much smaller sum. 


MECHANICS AND. LABOURERS 
(ROYAL PARKS). 

Mr. JAMES STUART: I beg to 
ask the First Commissioner of Works 
whether he has received a memorial from 
the mechanics and labourers in the 
Royal Parks praying for a diminution of 
their hours of work; what answer he 
has been able to make to that memorial ; 
and what are the present hours of the 
men in question ? 

Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: I have 


received memorials from workmen in 
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certain of the Royal Parks for a reduc- 
tion of hours of work, and I am making 
arrangements to meet this application 
by a grant of a half-holiday on Saturdays. 
The hours of duty vary with the time of 
year, but the general average has been 
about 57 per week. 


PURCHASE OF HOLDINGS (IRELAND). 


Me. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether it 
is customary for clerks in land agents’ 
offices to witness agreements to purchase 
their holdings made by tenants in the 
land agent’s office ; if he is aware that 
this practice has been followed in some 
recent cases in the county Cavan; and 
will he request the Land Commission to 
issue a notice forbidding such practice ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I have 
no information that the fact is as stated 
in the first part of the Question, nor am 
I aware that it is material who witnesses 
such agreements in the sense indicated. 
The rules of the Land Commission 
require that every agreement shall be 
in the prescribed form and shall be 
verified by the aflidavit of the tenant. 
Such affidavit can only be made before 
a person duly qualified to take affidavits, 
and the person administering the 
affidavits must not be the vendor, his 
agent or solicitor, or the tenant’s 
solicitor. The Land Commissioners are 
not aware that in any instance the re- 
quirements of their rules in regard to 
the taking of affidavits have not been 
complied with. 


SLYNE HEAD. 

Mr. W. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether he can state what 
tenders were received in response to the 
invitation of the Irish Lights Commis- 
sioners for the Slyne Head boat contrac- 
tor service from 1894 to 1895? 

Mr. RITCHIE: The only tender 
received in 1895 for the Slyne Head boat 
contractor service was that of John 
King, of Slackport, County Galway, 
referred to in my reply to the hon. 
Member on the 27th ultimo. This 
service has been undertaken by King for 
many years. 


{11 Avevust 1896} 
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CHARGE OF MURDER (OMAGH). 

Mr. MACALEESE: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, with reference to the 
report recently received by the secretary 
to the Irish Prisons Board, stating that 
two youths named Maguire, under deten- 
tion on a charge of murder, were 
marched on the 18th July through the 
streets of Omagh handcuffed to each 
other, it being market-day and the 
streets lined with crowds of people, who 
cheered and groaned, making a most 
unseemly demonstration, what notice 
has the Prisons Board taken of this 
matter ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: My 
right hon. Friend the Attorney General, 
when replying to questions put to him 
on the 23rd and 31st July, stated that 
there was no foundation for the allega- 
tion that these two prisoners had been 
marched from the gaol to the Courthouse 
on the date mentioned, but that they 
had been conveyed in the prison van 
in accordance with the usual practice. 
I am now informed, however, that the 
statement is correct, though I have no 
information as to whether any unseemly 
demonstration took place in the streets 
on the occasion. I am making full 
inquiry into the whole matter. The 
chief warder at the prison sent the 
prisoners to the Courthouse in charge of 
a police escort in consequence of the late 
arrival of the contractor who horses 
the prison van. 


SOUTH AFRICAN COMMITTEE. 
Sim W. HARCOURT (Monmouth- 
shire, W.): I wish to ask the First Lord 
of the Treasury whether he will make 
arrangements to secure the appointment 
of the Select Committee on British South 
Africa before the close of the Session, so 
that the Committee may proceed to 
business at once at the beginning of 
next Session ; and that the necessary 
evidence may be got ready ? 

Toe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Manchester, 
E.): I concur in thinking that it is 
desirable this committee should be 
appointed as soon as possible. If it is 
not appointed very soon it may be diffi- 
cult to obtain the necessary quorum at 
the first meeting of the Committee, as 
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some of the gentlemen to be nominated 
may not wish to remain longer in town. 
I hope, therefore, that we may be 
able to nominate the Committee to- 
night, and I trust that the hon. 
Members will support us in the en- 
deavour to constitute this Committee. 
As I am on my legs, may I remind the 
House that it is not in my power to 
arrange the Votes on Report in any other 
order than that in which they passed 
through Committee, but I understand 
that there are seven Votes which have 
not been discussed at all, and which hon. 
Gentlemen desire to deal with. There 
are others on which a further discussion 
may be desired, and perhaps, which might 
be taken with advantage after the Votes 
T have mentioned, and therefore I should 
ask the House to postpone them. Those 
passed last night without any discussion 
I think we might take as we reach them, 
and if that view commends itself to the 
House, I will take care that it shall be 
carried out. 


Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 


(Sheffield, Ecclesall) : Will my right hon. 
Friend say what will be done with the 
Colonial Vote? A pledge was given that 


there should be a further discussion 
upon it. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: Ido not think there was any 
pledge. I certainly am quite ignorant 
of having given any such pledge myself, 
and I do not think my right hon. Friend 
the Colonial Secretary gave one on my 
behalf. When we reach the Vote I shall 
ask for it to be postponed, and even then 
I should think we shall probably reach 
it before 10 o’clock to-night. 


WINE AND BEERHOUSE ACTS 


AMENDMENT. 

Bill to amend the Law relating to the 
Licensing of Beerhouses and places for 
the Sale of Cider and Wine by Retail in 
England and Wales, ordered to be 
brought in by Mr. Herbert Lewis, Mr. 
Courtney, Mr. Cameron Corbett, and 
Sir Cameron Gull; presented, and read 
the First time ; to be read a Second time 
on Thursday, and to be printed.—[Bill 
341.] 


First Lord of the Treasury. 


{COMMONS} 
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WATERMEN’S CERTIFICATES. 

Bill to grant Certificates to Watermen 
ordered to be brought in by Mr. Michael 
Austin, Mr. Davitt, Mr. Lough, Mr. 
John Burns, and Dr. Robert Ambrose ; 
presented and read the First time ; to be 
read a Second time upon Thursday, and 
to be printed.—{ Bill 342.] 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


SUPPLY [l0rH AUGUST]. 
Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICE AND REVENUE DEPART- 
MENTS ESTIMATES 1896-7. 

1. “That a sum, not exceeding £116,997, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Local Government Board.” 


Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
I wish to ask you, Sir, whether it is not 
the rule of this House that no Report 
of Votes in Supply shall be taken in the 
order in which they stand in the 
Estimates ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: That 
done. 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: I 
do not think you quite understand my 
Question, Sir. I do not refer to the 
order they were taken in yesterday, but 
to the order in which they stand in the 
Estimates. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The Report is 

made from the Committee that they 
have dealt with certain matters in a 
certain order, and in that order the 
Votes are brought before the House. 
The House may, of course, postpone the 
consideration of any Resolution at its 
pleasure. 


is being 


Resolutions agreed to. 


Cuass V. 


2. “That a sum, not exceeding £237,318, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
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the 31st day of March 1897, for the Expenses 
of Her Majesty’s Embassies and Missions 
Abroad, and of the Consular Establishments 
Abroad and other Expenditure chargeable on 
the Consular Vote.” 


Crass VI. 


3. “That a sum, not exceeding £271,028, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for Superannua- 
tion, Retired, and Compassionate Allowances 
and Gratuities under sundry Statutes, and for 
Compassionate Allowances and _ Gratuities 
awarded by the Treasury, and for the Salaries 
of Medical Referees.” 

4. “That a sum, not exceeding £3,100, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for certain Pen- 
sions to Masters and Seamen of the Merchant 
Service, and to their Widows and Children.” 


5. “ That a sum, not exceeding £31,089, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March 1897, 
to make good the sum by which the Interest 
accrued in the year ended 20th November 1895, 
from Securities held by the National Debt Com- 
missioners, on account of ‘The Fund for the 
Banks of Savings’ and ‘The Fund for Friendly 
Societies’ is sufficient to meet the Interest 
which the said Commissioners are obliged by 
Statute to Pay and Credit during such latter 
mentioned year to Trustees of Savings Banks 
and Friendly Societies.” 

6. “That a sum, not exceeding £822, ke 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for certain 
Miscellaneous Charitable and other Allowances 
in Great Britain.’ 


Crass VIT. 


7. “That a sum, not exceeding £8,740, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary’ to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and other Expenses (including certain Grants 
in Aid) of Temporary Commissions and Com- 
mittees, and Special Inquiries.” 


*Sir C. DILKE rose to call attention 
to the enormous amount of money spent 
on Commissions from which very little 
good resulted. The delay in the case of 
the Vaccination Commission had been a 
public scandal. If Commissions were 
appointed at all they should be very 
small bodies. When very large bodies 
were appointed, an enormous amount 
of time was occupied in the examination 
of evidence, a great many unnecessary 
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witnesses were called and an immense 
amount of time given to the proceedings. 
There had probably never been a Royal 
Commission, the delay in which had 
given so much dissatisfaction as the 
Vaccination Commission. It was a well 
known fact that Boards of Guardians 
took advantage of the appointment of 
the Commission to suspend all action 
under the Vaccination Laws, and the 
result was that in many cases the 
existing law had become a dead letter. 
The sitting of the Commission had been 
the means not only of putting an end to 
compulsory vaccination, but largely to 
ordinary vaccination, and much less 
vaccination had taken place than would 
have been the case if there had been no 
Commission sitting. He did not wish 
to detain the House, but he was bound 
to protest against this enormous expen- 
diture. 


Resolution agreed to. 


8. “That a sum, not exceeding £2,449, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for certain 
Miscellaneous Expenses.”’ 

9. “That a sum, not exceeding £7,602, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March 1897, 
for the Repayment to the Civil Contingencies 
Fund of certain Miscellaneous Advances.” 


Crass I. 


10. “ That a sum, not exceeding £41,375, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March 1897, for maintaining 
certain Harbours, Lighthouses, ete., under the 
Board of Trade.” 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint Bor- 
oughs) called attention to the condition of 
Holyhead Harbour. He said that its 
proper development affected not merely 
local interests but the whole of the ship- 
ping trade of the western coast. The 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce had raore 
than once petitioned the Board of Trade 
for the removal of the Platters’ Rocks, 
which, situated as they were at the 
entrance of the inner harbour, had long 
been felt to be a serious bar to the 
proper use of the harbour. When the 
wind blew from the south-west it was 
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practically impossible for a large sailing 
vessci to make her way into the inner 
harbour, the channel between the rocks 
and the breakwater being too narrow. 
Consequently, when the wind was in that 
quarter, there were a large number of 
vessels anchored in the outer harbour 
and the danger that arose from that 
was three-fold. In the first place 
the holding ground in this outer har- 
bour was very bad; secondly, vessels 
in the outer harbour were exposed to a 
much greater force of wind, and thirdly, 
the vessels were anchored right in the 
way of the mail boats leaving for Ireland. 
Consequently a number of casualties had 
occurred. In one year there were no 
less than 15 or 16 vessels aground at the 
same time and many lives had been lost. 
No doubt it would cost a considerable sum 
to remove the Platters’ Rocks, but the 
appliances for blasting were very much 
cheaper than they used to be, and he 
believed the débris removed could be 
made use of as a means of backing the 
breakwater. He appealed to the Board 
of Trade whether the time had not come 
when in the interest of the shipping 
trade of the western coast, these rocks 
ought to be blown up. He believed 
the London and North Western Railway 
Company once offered to clear the rocks 
away at their own expense if certain 
concessions were made to them by the 
Board of Trade. Those concessions had 
not been made, and the consequence was 
that the obstruction still remained. 
Between 2,000 and 3,000 vessels entered 
Holyhead harbour annually, and there- 
fore it was of considerable importance 
that the harbour should be a safe one. 
It was an undoubted fact that the exis- 
tence of the Platters Rocks, which were 
situated at the entrance to the inner 
harbour, made the navigation of the 
harbour very dangerous. In fact, so 
dangerous was it that when the wind 
was in certain quarters shipmasters pre- 
ferred to run out into the open rather 
than try and enter the harbour. He 
hoped that the right hon. Gentleman 
the President of the Board of Trade 
would give this matter his most serious 
consideration, with a view of ascertain- 
ing what could be done in order to get 
rid of these rocks, and to render the 
navigation of this important harbour 
safe. He was glad to see the right hon. 
Gentleman the Chancellor of the Exche- 
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quer in his place, because he was aware 
that the right hon. Gentleman had paid 
a visit to the harbour about the time 
that he held the office of President of 
the Board of Trade, and had made a 
very careful inspection of the harbour, 
and he understood that the right hon. 
Gentleman’s impression at that time 
was that the Platters Rocks ought to be 
removed. The question was one of 
great importance, not only locally, but 
generally, and he trusted that it would 
receive the very careful consideration of 
the right hon. Gentleman who now held 
the office of President of the Board of 
Trade. 

Mr. ELLIS GRIFFITH (Anglesey) 
said that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer in 1892 had stated that a plan had 
been suggested by which the rocks could 
be partially removed at a small cost, so 
as to allow the smaller class of vessels to 
enter the inner harbour without danger, 
but it was said that that plan had 
received no local support. But the 
matter was one not of local interest 
only, but was of importance to the 
general Mercantile Marine. Between 
one-and-a-half and two millions of public 
money had been spent upon improving 
Holyhead harbour, and it was strange 
that, notwithstanding that expenditure, 
it was impossible for vessels on certain 
occasions to Jand cargo in the harbour. 
At asmall additional cost the harbour 
might be made perfectly safe at all 
times. With regard to the mercantile 
necessities of the case, he might point 
out that there was absolutely no harbour 
of refuge between Holyhead and Milford 
Haven. He joined the hon. Member 
who had last spoken in asking the right 
hon. Gentleman the President of the 
Board of Trade to give his careful con- 
sideration to this very important matter. 
He had been informed that the London 
and North Western Railway Company 
had offered to contribute towards the 
expenses that might be incurred in 
blowing up these Platters Rocks. He 
trusted that the Government would take 
steps to remove this obstacle to naviga- 
tion. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ 

Tue PRESIDENT or tue BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. C. T. Rircuie, Croy- 
don) said that he must entirely indorse 
everything that had fallen from the hon. 
Members opposite with regard to the 
danger to navigation that the existence 
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of these rocks caused to the navigation | in course of payment during the year ending on 
of the Holyhead harbour. The pro- the 31st day of March 1897, for meeting the 

» Som ah 1 of th ae, sar Deficiency of Income from Fees, etc., for the 
posal for the removal of these rocks had | ,equirements of the Board of Trade, under the 
been made from various quaters. The Bankruptcy Acts, 1883 and 1890, and ‘The 
Board of Trade had always recognised | Companies (Winding-up) Act, 1890.’” 


that this subject was of great impor- | 17. ‘That a sum, not exceeding £35,529, be 
tance, and already soundings had been | granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
taken. with a view of ascertaining the teesauy t defray the Charge whieh wil came 
amount of work that the removal of the | on the 3ist day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
rocks would require, and what that | and Expenses of the Board of Agriculture, and 
work would cost to perform. The esti- to defray the repayable Expenses to be incurred 
mate for the removal of the obstruction | ™ ™tters of Inclosure and — 
was £250,000, but it was a question | and to pay certain Grants in Aid. 

whether some less expensive mode of *Mr. EDWARD STRACHEY 
operation might not be devised so as to | (Somerset, 8.) called attention to the 
allow vessels drawing 15 or 16 feet of! question of weather forecasts. The 
water to pass safely into the inner! Board of Agriculture decided to publish 
harbour. If he could obtain satisfactory | weather forecasts in various districts 
information on the subject he should be| during the hay and corn harvests as an 
glad to approach his right hon. Friend| experiment. They first selected two 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon} counties in 1893, then in the spring of 
the matter with the view of ascertaining| 1894 the experiment was further ex- 
whether money would be forthcoming! tended, and forecasts were given in the 





for the purpose of carrying out the pro- 
jected improvement in the harbour. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] Further inquiry 
had been directed to be made as to the 
proposal of the London and North 
Western Railway Company. He hoped 
to visit Holyhead harbour himself as 
soon as his other engagements would 
permit, and then he should be able to 
see for himself how the matter stood. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’} 


Resolution agreed to. 


Crass II. 


11. ‘* That a sum, not exceeding £11,663, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending | 
on the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries | 
and Expenses of the Offices of the House of 
Lords.” 

13. ‘* That a sum, not exceeding £61,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come | 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries and 
Expenses in the Department of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury and Subordinate Departments.” 


15. “That a sum, not exceeding £32,500, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for a Grant in Aid 
of the Mercantile Marine Fund.” 


16. “That a sum, not exceeding £12, be 


granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 





counties of Somerset, Carnarvon, Ayr, 
Cambridge, York, and Haddington. 
Speaking for the county, part of which he 
had the honour to represent, he might say 
that general satisfaction was expressed 
by the farmers and others interested in 
agriculture at these reports, which were 
exhibited every day giving the probable 
state of the weather for the next 
24 hours. The Report of the Meteoro- 
logical Council for the present year dealt 


| with this question, and expressed regret 


that the Board of Agriculture had not 
continued these forecasts, and pointed 
out that a proper appreciation of the 
valuable information given by the fore- 
casts could only be arrived at by a 
somewhat continued experience. In 
answer to a question, the President of 
the Board of Agriculture threw cold 
water upon the proposal that further 
experiments should be made this year, 
on the ground that these forecasts 
would entail a cost of £4,000 or £5,000 
for the whole of Great Britain, that 
people did not very much care about 
them, and that they were not of very 
much practical utility. He was quite 
aware that it took some time to get 
people to take sufficient interest in these 
forecasts, but it was no use saying they 
were a failure when they had only been 
tried a year or two. He was quite sure 
the right hon. Gentleman sympathised 
with every endeavour to assist the 
farmers of the country, and he thought 
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it was worth while to continue these; persons who desired access to the papers 
experiments in order fairly and honestly | that were deposited at the Board of 
to test whether they were of real advan-! Agriculture relating to the time when 
tage to agriculturists or not. It should|the tithe commutation was settled. 
also be remembered that the Central! Those papers were not paid for by the 
Chamber of Agriculture had unani-| | central authority, but by the local 
mously declared in favour of these | authorities, and he thought it was very 
weather forecasts. |hard that, at least, representatives of 
Mr. LEWIS called attention to the | the local authorities should not be 
working of the Fertilisers and Feeding | allowed access to them, as was the case 
Stuffs Act, which had received the con-| at present. He would venture to press 
sent of both parties in the last Parlia-| for an answer on these four points. 
ment. It was an Act which ought to) Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- 
be of the greatest value in protecting bighshire, W.) hoped the President of 
agriculturists against fraud by means of the Board of Agriculture would take into 
adulteration, but he regretted to say his favourable consideration the question 
that in a great number ‘of the counties | of the schedules. 
of England and Wales it was practi-| *Tus PRESIDENT or ros BOARD 
cally a dead letter. The reasons alleged|or AGRICULTURE (Mr. WaAtrTeER 
for the failure of the Act by the Board) Lone, Liverpool, West Derby) thought 
of Agriculture and by the County | that the importance of the weather 
Councils Association were very different. | reports to agriculturists had _ been 
The President of the Board of Agricul-| exaggerated. They had practically re- 
ture rather threw the blame upon the) ceived no representations on the subject 
agriculturists who were not ready to|since the experiment had been discon- 
take advantage of the provisions of the | tinued. He did not throw cold water on 
Act ; the County Councils Association, | the idea, but he had to recollect that he 
on the other hand, rather cast the blame | should have to apply to the Chancellor 
on the regulations that had been issued. | of the Exchequer for £5,000 or £6,000, 
He was aware that the Board of Agricul-| and then he had to consider whether 
ture had issued thousands of pamphlets | this money could not be better employed 
with a view of giving farmers an idea | than in circulating these forecasts. His 
of what the provisions of the Act | |own experience was that agriculturists 
were and what was the best way of | cared very little about them. There 
carrying them into force, but the net| were many other ways by which they 
result was that the Act was not used as | peers’ get the information without any 
it ought to be. He asked whether it | | difficulty at all. Besides, any individual 
would not be possible, by arrangement | or local authority could get the forecasts 
with the Board of Trade, to make the| from the Meteorological Department on 
regulations for the working of the Act!a small payment during the harvest. 
more simple in character than at present. | He was not prepared to hold out any 
He was quite aware that it was neces- | hope that he should be able to apply to 
sary to take certain precautions, but he} the Chancellor of the Exchequer. With 
did not believe that it was necessary to! regard to the Fertilisers and Feeding 
have regulations so complicated that a/ | Stuffs Act, he explained that, as the 
large number of County Councils would | analysis might be the subject of ‘criminal 
not avail themselves of the benefit of the | proceedings, he did not see his way to 
Act. He urged that the forms and | simplifying the procedure in taking the 
schedules which were sent by the Board| samples. As to the complaint ‘from 
of Agriculture to the farmers to be filled | Welsh-speaking districts as to the forms 
up should, in the Welsh speaking dis-| for the agricultural returns not being 
tricts of Wales, be supplied in Welsh. | printed in “the Welsh language, this was 
At present the farmers in these districts | the first time that the complaint had been 
were obliged to resort to the Minister, made to him, but he should give it his per- 
or someone else, for an explanation of sonal attention. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’| He 
these forms. It was also most desirable. saw no reason why the difliculty should 
that on the maps of the Ordnance Survey | not be removed. As to the question of 
the commons should be marked in some | the inspection of documents relating to 
way. Then there were a number of | the tithe-rent charge apportionments, he 
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had not received any specific complaints, 
but he should inquire as to whether 
there were any obstacles in the way of 
this inspection of documents which could 
properly be made public. He explained 
the difficulties in the way of carrying 
out the suggestion as to the showing of 
common lands as such on the Ordnance 
Maps. 


Resolution agreed to. 


18. “ That a sum, not exceeding £28,869, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will comé 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Charity Commission for 
England and Wales, including the Endowed 
Schools Department.”’ 


*Sirn FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) 
said it was stated in the newspapers that 
Mr. Richmond had left the office and 
removed to an important position in 
connection with the Inland Revenue. 


It was of great importance that they 
should have tne benefit of the experience 
of this valuable official. 

*Tue SECRETARY to tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) 


said that by arrangement this Vote 
would be postponed. 


19. “That a sum, not exceeding £14,918, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Public Record Office.” 


Mr. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon, 
Arfon) said that he wished to call atten- 
tion tothe Public Record Office with regard 
to Wales. There were in that office a 
multitudinous array of documents re- 
lating to the Principality—its history, 
its laws, its social life, and its customs. 
It was highly desirable that the Govern- 
ment should appoint a man competent 
for the work of arranging and classifying 
them in order to bring them to light. 
At the present moment, Wales and 
learning suffered a grievous loss because 
they lay all but unused. While Welsh- 
men had in their country a splendid 
system of education, sad to relate, they 
bad as yet no text-book on the history 
of their people, written in accord with 
the scientific and historic method, fit to 
place in the hands of students at their 
schools and colleges. The University of 
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London had opened its doors for the 
admission of scholars to the M.A. degree, 
in part, for their proficiency in Celtic 
studies. Anyone who chose might read 
up books on the literature of Wales and 
its language, but none could possibly 
give fair play to its history. Wales 
stood in need of books written by 
scholars, with a sound knowledge of the 
Welsh language, who could satisfy the 
country with the results of a critical 
examination of facts bearing upon Wales 
at every epoch of its history. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”| It was true there were several 
books having pretentions of telling the 
country’s story. It was but fair to say 
that, with one or two exceptions, their 
writers knew next to nothing of what 
they wrote; they were ignorant of the 
Welsh language, and lacked sympathy 
with the life of the nation. Some of 
them supplied great hunks of fancy 
mixed with homeopathic doses of facts. 
[Laughter.| They treated place names 
—ancient and modern—with such care- 
lessness as to utterly spoil their sense 
and beauty. [ZLaughter.| It was hope- 
less to expect a good text-book of 
history without first of all securing a 
competent man in the Public Record 
Office who should catalogue and calendar 
Welsh documents. The request for such 
a one was both moderate and reason- 
able. [“Hear, hear!”] If one were 
forthcoming to classify and index these 
records, and to make a précis of the 
most important of them, it would prove 
an unspeakable boon to the students of 
research, and not only to Welsh students, 
but to all who were cognisant of the 
extreme value of possessing a minute 
and an accurate knowledge of a nation’s 
history, extending from the primitive 
times to its periods of civilisation. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] This was not a Party 
question. [“ Hear, hear!”] It com- 
mended itself to every intelligent mind, 
and he was glad to have the sympathy 
of every part of the House with him on 
the subject. [‘ Hear, hear !”] It was not 
a subject of interest to Welshmen alone, 
as was clearly shown by the evidence of 
so eminent an authority as Mr. Seebohm. 
Whilst engaged in writing his excellent 
book on “The Tribal System in Wales,” 
Mr. Seebohm had to examine numerous 
Celtic manuscripts at the Record Office. 
He had been compelled to confess that 
he had to rest content with gleanings, 








511 Supply {COMMONS} [10th August}. 512 
that the harvest was beyond his reach, | questions involved—one the question of 
as he was unfurnished with the necessary | calendaring, and the other that of tran- 
knowledge to gather it in. He could As to the former, manuscripts 
not attempt to exhaust the rich materials | iain wth die an hae 

which lay there for the writing of Welsh; ~".° y ere 
history, nor could their contents, he | Practically arranged under the heads 
said, be rightly appreciated except by of the particular county or counties, 
competent Celtic scholars. [‘ Hear, and that applied to English and Welsh 
hear!”| He had to thank the right | counties alike. So far as the general 
hon. Gentleman the Secretary to the interest of the documents was con- 
Treasury for the courtesy he had shown cerned, nearly all of them were calen- 


Welsh Members when they approached | ared geographically, and, therefore, the 


scribing. 


him privately on this matter. He ven- 
tured to make an earnest appeal to the 
right hon. Gentleman to prevail upon 
the Government to see the reasonableness 
of this request, and to grant it, for the 
sake of doing justice to the Welsh 
nation as well as for promoting the 
growth of an important branch of cul- 
ture. He trusted the appeal would not 
be in vain. | Cheers. | 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS supported 
the case which had been put forward 
by his hon. Friend. In 
Record Office there was an immense 
mass of documents relating to Wales 
which were entirely unindexed, and in 
this respect Wales had been a little 
hardly treated. This was by reason of 
the fact that there was no one in the 
office with the requisite technical and 
expert knowledge to deal with these 
manuscripts. 

Mr. PRYCE-JONES (Montgomery 
Boroughs) desired to co-operate with his 
hon. Friends in the laudable object they 
had in view, and stated that in this 
matter Welshmen of all shades of politics 
were unanimous. 

*Mr. HANBURY said the desire of 
the Welsh Members on both sides for 
adequate treatment of the valuable his- 
torical’ records relating to Wales, of 
course, had the sympathy of the House. 
It was necessary, in the first place, how- 
ever, to understand the facts exactly. 
In speaking of Welsh records it must 
not be assumed that these were records 
written exclusively in Welsh. No 
doubt there were a great number of 
Welsh manuscripts in the Welsh tongue, 


but these were generally private manu- | 


scripts, dealt with not by the Record 
Office, but by the Historical Manu- 
scripts Commission. He frankly ad- 
mitted that exactly the same treatment 
ought to be accorded to the Welsh as to 
the English records. There were two 


Mr. William Jones. 


the Public! 


| Welsh documents were fairly accessible 
to Welsh scholars, With regard to those 


| which referred to more than one locality 
it was quite impossible to have a separate 

list, because they referred to England and 
| Wales generally, but where a paragraph 


referred to Wales ora Welsh county, 
| attention was drawn to the fact ina side 
lnote. So far as calendaring was con- 
| cerned, the arrangement was satisfactory. 
| With regard to the question of tran- 
scribing local manuscripts, the work of 
calendaring had been so great that prac- 
tically no English or Welsh manuscripts 
were being transcribed at all at present. 
As to manuscripts of general interest, 
the officers of the Record Office said, 
and he thought with justice, that it was 
not so much their duty to transcribe 
these manuscripts as to calendar them 
briefly so as to enable them to be 
worked up by Welsh and _ English 
scholars. Welsh work did not suffer in 
any way from the fact of there not being 
a Welshman at the Record Office with 
expert knowledge of old Welsh. At the 
same time, while it would be impossible 
to make an immediate addition to the 
staff for this purpose, he recognised that 
the case was one which ought to be borne 
in mind. When the first vacancy arose 
the question might be considered whether 
it would not be well to put a Welshman 
into the office. He was very anxious to 
meet the wishes of Welsh Members, 
though a great deal had been done in the 
direction indicated. 


Resolution agreed to. 


20. “That a sum, not exceeding £13,800, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Office of Her Majesty’s 
Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, and of 
the Office of Land Revenue Records and Inrol- 
—" 
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Mr. LEWIS called attention to the 
desirability of afforesting the Welsh hills. 
He knew there were certain common 
rights which would have to be extin- 
guished before it would be possible for the 
Commissioners to attempt anything in 
the way of reafforestation, but he had 
been waiting in vain for them to take 
some practical steps in that direction. 
He believed it would be necessary to 
have legislation to reafforest the Welsh 
hills, and if that was the case, no De- 
partmental Bill had so far been intro- 
duced. He had suggested that the ditt- 
culty might be met by means of purchase, 
and he thought that Wales had a right 
to some reinvestment of the proceeds of 
sales of Crown property in Wales itself. 
The policy of the Woods and Forests 
Department was described in the Report 
of the last Select Committee. Since 
1851 £151,547 had been obtained from 
the sale of Crown lands in Wales. On 


Supply 


the other hand, the Crown had done 
nothing in Wales in the way of invest- 
ment, except to pay off a permanent 
charge amounting to £40,000 on its 
estates, and to buy property to the value 


of £1,900. In England, on the other 
hand, the Commissioners had invested a 
great deal more than they had sold. 
They had sold land to the value of 
£2,492,000, while they had purchased 
to the extent of £3,172,000, or 
£670,000 more than their sales. In 
Wales, on the other hand, their pur- 
chases were less than their sales by 
£111,000. In these ciremstances, Wales 
had a fair claim to say that, if it was 
necessary to purchase any property for 
the purpose of the work of reafforesta- 
tion, the Crown had plenty of money in 
its hands, and that it could well be in- 
vested in work of this description. Pri- 
vate landowners had done a great deal of 
work in this respect lately, and it was a 
work which added not only to the beauty 
but to the wealth of the country. The 
Crown, however, could afford to do work 
of this kind better than private indi- 
viduals, because private individuals could 
not afford to wait for the return of in- 
vestments. If the Crown were to under- 
take the work of reafforesting a large 
portion of its property in Wales, it would 
find that the investment was of a remune- 
rative character. This country did in- 
finitely less than foreign countries in the 
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work of reafforesting. We needed a 
great deal more timber than foreign 
countries. We paid £18,000, 000 a’ year 
for the timber we imported from foreign 
countries, and in that sum he did not 
include wood pulp used for newspapers, 
or mahoganies, but only ordinary timber. 
The timber supplies were by no means 
inexhaustible, and some of them showed 
signs of very rapiddiminution. Sweden 
was actually importing logsfrom America, 
and this fact showed the beginning of 
the end. If the Crown, therefore, were 
to undertake in Wales the work of re- 
afforesting they would really be rendering 
a national benefit to the country. They 
would give not only a large amount of 
work, but that work would be given at 
the time when men were most out of 
employment. Owing to the policy pur- 
sued in the past Wales had lost the most 
valuable portion of the Crown lands. 
The vast wealth of the great mineral 
basin of South Wales had entirely passed 
away from the Crown, and the best slate 
quarries in North Wales had _ passed 
away in the same way. It had been 
said, he thought by the right hon. Gen- 
tleman’s predecessor, that whenever a 
sale of Crown lands took place the local 
authorities would be consulted as to the 
desirableness of the sale taking place. 
He asked the right hon. Gentleman to 
say that wherever it was practicable, any 
property of the Crown which might be 
either sold or let should be put up to 
public auction. The Draperstown rail- 
way case showed how public property 
was sometimes sold, though he did not 
hint that any of the proceedings of the 
Woods and Forests Department were to 
be compared with that incident. But 
for the protection and the information of 
the public he thought that wherever it 
could be done this class of property 
should be put up for sale at public auc- 
tion on ordinary commercial principles. 
In the past landlords had been appointed 
as stewards of Crown property to collect 
rents for themselves. He asked that 
this policy should not be adopted in 
future. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS pointed 
out that a Commissioner had been able 
to recommend the planting of plantations 
in certain districts in Denbighshire, and 
the result had been favourable. He 
should like to know whether the right 
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hon. Gentleman could give any informa- 
tion as to what had taken place in Den- 
bighshire, and whether a further experi- 
ment would be recommended in Denbigh- 
shire and other counties in North Wales. 

*Mr. HANBURY agreed that it was 
desirable to deal with Crown property in 
the manner indicated, and it had been 
his object in all sales of Crown lands to 
see that they were effected by public and 
open competition. In all cases where 
publicity was an advantage, publicity as 
a rule ought to be adopted. With 
reference to landlords who had _ been 
appointed stewards in the past, he suid, 
as a matter of fact there were only two 
landlords who had been appointed, and 
he was informed that they were not re- 
ceiving rents ; they were simply stewards 
of manors holding certain manorial 
Courts. 

Mr. LEWIS asked whether the right 
hon. Gentleman was aware that in their 
case there were very considerable arrears 
of rent due. 

*Mr. HANBURY thought that this 
was not so in the case of the two land- 
lords he had mentioned. These gentlemen 
did not receive rents ; they merely held 
certain manorial Courts in respect of 
enfranchisement and the copyhold. The 
receivers of rents were professional gen- 
tlemen. He thought that there was 
some misconception as to the power 
of the Crown in the matter of afforest- 
ation. The Crown held only a small 
amount of absolutely freehold land. 
On one part of it, he was! told, consider- 
able plantation liad already taken place. 
But the bulk of the property of the 
Crown in Wales was subject to com- 
moners’ rights, and therefore plantation 
could not take place without the com- 
moners’ consent, and it had been found 
very difficult to obtain it. By voluntary 
arrangement, therefore, it was next to 
impossible to start planting on Crown 
property, where there were sheep runs 
or which was subject to other common 
rights. The hon. Member, he under- 
stood, was in favour of giving the Crown 
special statutory powers ; but they must 
remember that a sheep run was a very 
important part of a farmer’s interest. 
It would be very hard to confiscate the 
right in order that afforestation might 
be undertaken. Even if compensation 
were given, hardship must be caused, as 
the farms would depreciate in value con- 
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siderably if the sheep runs were closed. 
It was recognised at the Office of Woods 
and Forests that reafforestation would be 
very advantageous to Wales, but, as he 
had pointed out, the difficulties in the 
way could not be easily overcome. He 
would inquire whether in some cases the 
existing common rights could not be pur- 


| chased hy the Commissioners of Woods 


and Forests, but he knew that in most 
cases these sheep runs were so closely 
connected with the farms that if they 
were closed to the tenants the farms 
would lose much of their value. 


tesolution agreed to. 


Crass IIT. 


21. “That a sum, not exceeding £426,290, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the expenses 
of the Prisons in England, Wales, and the 
Colonies.” 


*Mr. H. C. F. LUTTRELL (Devon, 
Tavistock) said that he took it to be the 
duty of a Member to represent any 
grievances which were well founded of his 
constituents, and that this duty became 
more clear when one represented public 
employés. He had examined these griev- 
ances and he was of opinion that there 
was foundation and justification for 
them. There were, first, the griev- 
ances of the storekeepers and clerks, 
who maintained that they had not been 
treated fairly. They said that there had 
been unfair classification, and that the 
prospects held out to them when they 
entered the service had not been fulfilled. 
A large number of these men had entered 
the service after passing a special exami- 
nation in respect of which they had paid 
fees amounting to £3. From announce- 
ments that appeared in the London 
Gazette, issued by the Civil Service Com- 
missioners, the men were led to believe 
that they might expect to get a maximum 
salary of £400 or £450. Asa matter 
of fact, however, they had no prospects 
whatever of obtaining this maximum 
salary under the present regulations. 
The great bulk of them could not hope 
for more than £200, and it was quite 
impossible for any of them to get more 
than £320, except in cases of excep- 
tional promotion. Their classification, 
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they said, was unfair. 
entered the service, in 1879, there were 
three grades. In 1886 ent grades 
were increased to six, 

duced to five. 
fore, five different classes, and there 
were only two different sorts of work. 
The employés contended that there 
should be a reduction by amalgamation | 
to two classes. The contention was that 
similar work entailing similar duties and 
similar responsibilities should 
similar treatment. 
put on the same footing as Second Class | 
Clerks generally, with an upper and a) 
lower grade. That change had been re- 
commended by the Commission of 1888. 
Another class of prison officials who! 
wished for an improvement in their | 
position was the warders, They ought | 
to be treated as well as the London 
police, but in all important respects they 
were treated less well. The warders 
worked for 10} hours a day, and for 6} | 
days a week, whilst the police worked | 
only eight hours a day for 6} days in a 
week, The warders’ work was just as | 
arduous, if not more arduous, than the | 


Supply 
When they | 


work of the police, and it was horrible | 


work that they had to do, and often 
extremely dangerous. There was also a} 
great difference in the manner of their 
treatment in respect of retiring allow-_ 
ances. A policeman joined the force at | 
21 years’ of age, and after 26 years’ | 
service, at 47 years of age, he could re- | 
tire on a two-thirds pension. A warder, | 
on the other hand, entered the service 
at 24, and if he wanted to retire on a 
two-thirds pension he had to remain in 
the service until he was 64. The warders 
asked that they should be permitted to 
retire sooner—say after 30 years—with 


a pension amounting to two-thirds of | 


their salaries. There had, he was glad 
to say, been a falling-off in the number 
of prisoners, but what had been the 
effect of that? It was that the country 
annually saved a large amount of money, 
and therefore was in a position to deal 
generously with the warders. He would 
like to refer to the Report of the Depart- | 
mental Committee of this year, which | 
was of very great importance. That | 
Committee recommended, amongst other | 
things, that there should be a greater | 
increase in the productive labour in| 
prisons, and that unproductive labour | 
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and in 1890 re- | 
There were now, there- | 


have | 
They wished to be, 
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should, as far as possible, be abolished. 
| He was glad to find that the Department 
were trying to follow that recommenda- 
tion, but he would like to suggest that, 
in order to have productive labour, it 
/was necessary to have proper trainers, 
| and he did not think the trainers in 
|prisons were good enough now. The 
| storekeepers, who now had to give in- 
struction, had quite enough to do without 
this extra duty, and it would be better 
to have technical instruction given by 
men with the technical knowledge. Then 
the Committee reported in favour of the 
appointment of men who had had expe- 
rience in the management of prisons to 
| governorships. That part of the Report 
was most important, and he thought that 
_all connected with prisons thought that it 
was so. It was thought that ‘those ap- 
pointed to governorships should be men 
of practical experience. The Committee 


pointed out that there had been a large 
| number of military and naval officers ap- 
|pointed since 1877, and they thought 
that a great improvement might be 
| effected by appointing men of practical 
/experience in the work, men who had 
_worked their way up from being warders 


or prison clerks, or others who had 
worked in prisons, instead of Army and 
Navy officers. He was pleased to find 
\that the Home Secretary had been 
following the lines here indicated and 
‘appointing to governorships men who 
had experience of prison life. He hoped 
he would continue to appoint frem inside 
rather than from outside. He did not 
mean to press the Home Secretary for 
an answer on these subjects now, but 
/he would ask the right hon. Gentleman 
| to consider them, especially, in the light 
| brought to bear on them by the Re- 
\port of the Committee. In the few 
months that lay between the end of this 
|Session and the beginning of next, the 
‘right hon. Gentleman might well con- 
sider these questions, and he hoped that 
|another year the House might be able to 
| look to him for an answer. 

| Viscount CRANBORNE (Rochester) 
said that, as he represented a constitu- 
ency in which there was a considerable 
| convict prison, he would like to add his 
| testimony to the various grievances of the 
warders. The hon. Gentleman opposite 
had. pointed out how arduous were the 
| duties the warders had to perform. It 
| was not merely the danger to which they 
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ceasing vigilance which it was essential 
they should exercise, and in that respect 
their work was certainly more arduous | 
than that of the police. There were two 
particulars in which the work was very 
severe, one was the night duty. There 
was this difference between night and 
day duty—namely, that whereas on day 
duty a warder had one half-holiday in) 
the week, the night warder had no cor- 
responding indulgence. It very often 
happened, too, that a man would be two 
weeks on night duty and one on day 
duty, and on one occasion of changing 
from night to day duty, a warder was | 
most of the 24 hours out of bed, though 
he, of course, had a very short interval. 
The warders had petitioned the Home 
Office for a consideration of their wishes 
in regard to superannuation, and he had | 
ventured privately to bring the matter | 
before his right hon. Friend. They sent 
up a properly worded memorial, and, | 
although they did receive an acknow- | 
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were exposed, but there was also the un- | 


| competition with labour outside. 
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sponsible and arduous duties to perform, 
and he could quite understand that they 
thought they ought to be put in a better 
position. His predecessor had made 
some recommendations to the Treasury 
upon which something had been done, 
and he himself had forwarded to the 


Treasury certain recommendations made 


by the Prison Commissioners and based 
on the demands of the warders. With 
regard to the question of making prison 
labour productive, there were great diffi- 


culties in the way. The moment prison 


labour was made productive it came into 
Still, 
he quite agreed that that was the direc- 
tion in which a move should be made ; 


|and, in accordance with the Report of 


the Committee, a competent head man 
had been appointed to look after the 
industries in prisons and the teachers of 
those industries, and to see that the 
men and women in prisons should be em- 
ployed not only in productive labour, 
but in labour, which would be of ad- 


Jedgment of it, they had received no| vantage to them and lead to some useful 
reply whatever on the merits of their | work when they left prison. He had 


petition. That they considered rather a | been blamed by an hon. Gentleman in 
serious matter, and they very much de- | Committee some time ago for appointing 
sired to have areply. He did not desire | to an inspectorship of prisons a former 


to take up the time of the House, but he | 
earnestly hoped his right hon. Friend | 
would devote all the attention he could | 
to the subject, and would bring to bear | 


prison governor. He submitted that 
that was a case in point of the argument 
of the hon. Member opposite—namely, 
that men of experience in prison matters 


the particular experience he possessed | should be promoted. The governor of 
upon the matter, in order to see whether | Portland prison was a very good officer 
he could not better to some extent the | and strict disciplinarian, who had cer- 
conditions under which the warders did | tainly earned the gratitude of the Gov- 
their work. ‘ernment of the country for the manner 
Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror|in which he performed his duties, and 
tHE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir! when he appointed him an inspector of 
MartrHew Wuire Ripiey, Lancashire, | prisons, he not only made an opening in 
Blackpool) said that the general position |a lower post to be filled, but appointed 
of prison clerks and storekeepers had re-|as an inspector a man who thoroughly 
ceived the most careful attention, and it | knew his work. He thought the argu- 
was his hope that a scheme which the|ment was right that men in the prison 
Department had in hand, and which to| service should be advanced as much as 
a certain extent had received the appro- | possible to important posts in the ser- 
bation of the Treasury, without satisfy-| vice. He could only assure the hon. 
ing all their demands, would certainly Gentleman opposite and the noble Lord 
increase the advantages of promotion, that he had not lost sight of this subject, 
which, he agreed, they ‘ought to have. | and, although he was not in a position to 
With regard to the warders, their case | fulfil all their hopes and expectations, 
was gone into by a Committee in 1891) he recognised the legitimate desire of the 
and 1892, and all their proposals were | warders to improve their position, and 
most carefully considered, and, as the|he hoped he might be able to do some- 
result, their position had been improved | thing to effect it. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
to some extent. He would be the last 
to deny that the warders had very re- | Resolution agreed to. 


Viscount Cranborne. 
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23. “ That a sum, not exceeding £16,154, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for sundry Grants 
in Aid of Scientific Investigations, etc.” 


Resolution agreed to. 


25. “That a sum, not exceeding £10, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 


in course of payment during the year ending | 


on the 31st day of March 1897, for the expenses 
of the University of London.” 


Resolution agreed to. 


Crass V. 


26. “That a sum, not exceeding £104,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for Grants in 
Aid of Expenses connected with the British 
Protectorates in Uganda and in Central and 
East Africa.” 


Resolution agreed to. 


28. ‘* That a sum, not exceeding £1,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for a Grant in Aid 
of the Revenue of the Island of Cyprus.” 


*Sir C. DILKE contended that the 
whole financial position in Cyprus was 
absolutely indefensible. This Vote was 
for a portion of £36,000 which was re- 
quired to make up the deficit on the local 
budget. It was necessary every year to 
Vote large sums to make up the deficit 
on the Budget of the island ; but it was 
not a real deficit. The island was able 
to pay the expenses of administration, 
but a large sum of money had to be paid 
over to Turkey as tribute, and it was a 
great grievance of the islanders that 
such heavy taxation should be imposed 
on them as was required to pay both 
this tribute to the Porte as well as the 
entire cost of the administration of the 
island, except so far as it was defrayed 
by this country. When the island was 
first occupied it was thought to be of 
such strategic importance to this country 
that, whatever arrangement might be 
made, it should be faced rather than 
that the island should be given up ; but 


{11 Aveusr 1896} 


[10th August}. 522 


it was admitted now that the strategic 
|importance of Cyprus was altogether 
| exaggerated, and that was illustrated by 
the fact that the garrison of the island 
had now been reduced to a company of 
a regiment. If the trade accounts 
|of the island were looked at it would 
ibe seen that the one thing we did 
for the island was to promote to a cer- 
|tain extent the growth of wheat there. 
|The only purpose these annual grants 
‘served was that of subsidising the island 
|in the growth of wheat. He now took 
|the same objection to this Vote as he 
had already expressed on former occa- 
|sions extending over many years past. 
He should leave his hon. Friend the 
Member for Warrington to deal with the 
|question of tribute. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’} 
| *Mr. ROBERT PIERPOINT (War- 
'rington) said that his right hon. Friend 
the Member for the Gloucester Division 
‘of the Forest of Dean had referred in a 
brief way to the tribute paid by the 
‘island of Cyprus, and had practically left 
_him to deal with the matter. The island 


of Cyprus was a small one, having a 
| sparse population of some 210,000, who 
| were not capable of raising any very 


‘large revenue. We had had possession 
of the island since 1878, and from that 
date to the present time there had been 
|paid out of the tribute to the Turkish 
|bondholders the sum of £1,450,998. 
| During the same period the grants in aid 
'furnished by this country had amounted 
\to £562,085. Under the Convention 
' entered into between England and France 
| with regard to the Turkish-Crimean 
loan of 1855, England was to be the 
paymaster, and was to render an ac- 
‘count to France. The result of our 
taking possession of Cyprus was that we 
had made a fairly good profit ourselves, 
while France had made a large profit. 
The saving of France had amounted to 
£725,499, whilst the saving of England 
had amounted to £163,414. The 
amount put away for the so-called Sink- 
ing Fund, including interest, amounted 
to £140,000. During the period that 
we had had possessivn of the island the 
gross loss to it had been £1,590,998, 
while the net loss to the island after de- 
ducting grants in aid, which amounted 
altogether to £562,085, was £1,028, 913, 
or nearly £5 per head of the population, 
or about £25 per family. The result 
was that one-third of the revenue of the 
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island was taken away every year and was 
spent outside of it. He confessed that 
he should like to know what hon. Mem- 
bers representing Irish constituencies 
would say if Ireland were treated in a 
similar manner. It used to be said that 
the English flag brought justice to every 
territory over which it flew, but he could 
not say that it had brought justice to 
Cyprus. When we first took over the 
island it was said that we were about to 
give an object-lesson to the eastern world 
as to the result of good government, but 
that lesson had not proved a very in- 
structive one. He was willing to admit 
that the administration of the law in 
Cyprus under our Government had been 
good and just, and that it prevented in- 
justice being done between man and 
man, and that criminals were fairly 
tried, and fairly punished when con- 
victed. But those facts did not justify 
this country in taking away such a large 
amount of the revenue of the island. 


The result of our action in the matter | 
was that public works in Cyprus were! that that is not at all the case. 
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He could not conceive that the island 
could be fairly called bankrupt, as it 
produced every year far more money 
than was necessary to carry on its own 
expenses. If they were to be told that 
it was morally or legally right that Eng- 
land should treat one of its colonies, be- 
cause it was a small island, as the 
Spaniards used to treat their colonies in 
centuries gone by, he could not under- 
stand such a policy. 

Mr. R. B. MARTIN (Worcester, 
Droitwich) said that this was really a 
Vote in aid of the sum due under the 
loan of 1855, and not at all in aid of the 
revenues of Cyprus, which were quite 
sufficient to carry on the Government. 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE COLONIES (Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Birmingham, W.): My right hon. 
Friend the Member for the Forest of 
Dean appealed to my hon. Friend the 
Member for Warrington, as though they 
were in the same boat in this matter, 
but I think the discussion has shown 
The 


greatly neglected. Although the|sole object of the intervention of the 
islanders acknowledged that they were | right hon. Member for the Forest of 
happier under the English flag than they | Dean was to advocate the immediate 
were under the Turkish crescent, it must | abandonment of the island. His view 
not be forgotten that we held it only by is that the island is of no advantage to 
a leasehold tenure, and that, therefore, | this country, I understand; and there- 
the islanders could not claim the advan-| | fore I assume that, by asking the House 
tage of being subjects of the Queen ;| to Divide against this Vote, he desires to 
they could if their island actually | commit the House to the opinion that 
formed a portion of the British! |we ought to hand it back to Turkey, 


dominions. The majority of the popu- 
lation were Greek by language and by | 
religion. He was perfectly aware that | 
the right hon. Gentleman was good 
enough. to send over an engineer to the| 
island to consider the possibilities of | 
irrigation, and he should like to know. 
what was being done in that matter, and | 


| because it is perfectly clear that, without 
| the grossest breach of international faith, 
we could not dispose of it in any other 
way. I can only say that, if that really 
be the view that he takes on the subject, 
I cannot believe he would be supported 
by many persons on his own side, who 
have been, as we know perfectly well in 


whether there was any chance in the | recent times, very much disturbed by 
future of one of the ports being made | the treatment Turkey has meted out to 
a free port, so that merchants might | her subjects in other parts of the world. 
store their goods, and ship them in small |[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] Coming to the 
quantities as they were wanted. He | speech of the hon. Member for War- 
also wished to know whether there was|rington, I must say that his language 
any possibility of the Imperial Govern- | | must have been used without sufficient 
ment doing anything to help the people | apprehension of its probable effect else- 
of the island to build the railw ays which| where. My hon. Friend says that 


they needed, and to obtain a direct line | 
of steamers between Cyprus and Egypt, 
so that once a week they might send 
vegetables and fruit into the Egyptian 
market quickly. The present service 


Cyprus is a small and powerless island, 
and being, as he represents, in the pos- 
session or under the control of Great 
Britain, it cannot get justice. He says 
that this country cannot, unfortunately, 


was practically useless for this purpose. | be arraigned before the Courts, but that 
Mr. Robert Pierpoint. 
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it has been guilty of an offence, at all 
events, against the moral law. He says 
that Cyprus ought at least to be found 
none the worse for the British occupa- 
tion, instead of which, as he représents, 
it is worse off by the action of the British 
Government, and I am sure the impres- 
sion produced by his speech will be that 
we derive large sums from it in aid of 
this payment. 

*Mr. PIERPOINT : I beg the right 
hon. Gentleman’s pardon ; I said not 
much better off. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : Quite so, 
but let me say that, if that is true, a 
more discreditable series of actions on 
the part of successive British Govern- 
ments cannot be imagined than that we 
should have taken over this country, and 
that we should have used brutally our 
force in order to extract from it money 
which it could not pay for our personal 
advantage—that we should have treated 
it, in the words of the hon. Gentleman, 
as Spain used to treat her colonies. If 
that were the case, my hon. Friend has 
disclosed a state of things which is a 
disgrace to this country, and, as I say, 
to successive Governments.  [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’] But, if what he has said is 
inaccurate, then I cannot help saying 
that a speech such as he has made is 
really calculated to do a great deal of 
mischief —[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ |—because 
there is no doubt that the Greeks and 
other people who inhabit Cyprus are 
perfectly ready to accept as gospel, state- 
ments of this kind, and to assume that 
they are badly treated, and to be dis- 
contented in consequence. The real fact 
is that this island of Cyprus, which has 
been so badly treated according to my 
right hon. Friend, is £500,000 better off 
than it would have been but for the 
English occupation. That is the pecu- 
niary result alone, and that £500,000 
has been taken out of the pockets of the 
taxpayers of this country. 

*Smr C. DILKE: Oh no, it has not. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: I am 
going to show that it is the case. 

*Sir C. DILKE : It is contested whe- 
ther they ever paid in gold to Turkey 
anything like the tribute which they are 
now paying. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: [ am 
quite aware that everything is con- 
tested, especially by persons who are 
only anxious to be convinced that they 
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are badly treated in order to base a 
further claim on the British Exchequer ; 
but the arrangement was that they 
should pay after the occupation what 
they had paid before. An investigation 
with all the authority and information 
of the British Treasury was made. Our 
people had no object in raising the 
amount, but, on the contrary, their object 
was to make it appear as small as _ pos- 
sible ; and, having gone into the facts, 
they came to the conclusion that the 
average sum which they had hitherto 
paid to Turkey amounted to the same at 
which the tribute was finally fixed. 
Where is the hardship there? If this 
island had continued under the rule of 
Turkey, the whole of this amount would 
have been extracted from the inhabi- 
tants as it had been before, and not only 
that, but it would have been extorted 
from them by the means which we know 
are® too frequently adopted in countries 
such as Turkey, in order to obtain the 
taxation which they derive from subject 
nations. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] The island 
is infinitely better off pecuniarily in con- 
sequence of the acceptance of the con- 
trol of this country than it would have 
been if it had remained under the control 
of Turkey. I do not say that the con- 
dition of the island is one upon which 
we may look altogether with satisfac- 
tion, but it is not our fault. I am per- 
fectly ready to admit with my hon. 
Friend that the burden of the tribute is 
a very heavy one—it has been found too 
heavy for the island to bear ; and the 
consequence is that we have undertaken 
to bear the burden of nearly one-half. 
When I came into my present office, I 
found that in accepting this burden every 
effort had been made to secure economies 
in the administration of the island, and 
I admit that I think that attempt has 
been carried too far, and that the 
economies were passed to a greater extent 
than was—I will not say just, but wise— 
both in the interests of the island and of 
this country, because it is in the in- 
terest of both that its cultivation should 
be developed in order that it may bear 
the burden of its heavy tribute with 
greater ease than it can at present. 
Accordingly, when this matter was last 
brought before the House I promised 
that I would investigate the matter and 
endeavour, in the first place, to secure a 
larger amount for the current expenses 
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of the island ; and, secondly, to see if 
something could not be done in the way 
of developing its resources, either by, im- 
proved communications or by a system 
of irrigation. My hon. Friend has, I 
think, been misinformed when he says 
that the miserable sum of £4,000 was 
all that was allowed to be spent on public 
works. 

*Mr. PIERPOINT : On the average. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : That is 
not the case. The real figures are as) 
follows: In 1893-4, £11,942 was 
spent ; in 1894-5, £9,917: in 1895-6, 
£7,900. The average of those three 
years was £10,000. 

*Mr. PIERPOINT : I mean the actual | 
money spent on the works themselves, | 
deducting expenses—excluding admini- 
stration. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: I am 
giving the actual expenditure on public 
works. What my hon. Friend means 
by expenses I do not understand ; this 
is the actual money expended on public 
works in the island of Cyprus in the 
three years stated, and the average is 
£10,000 a year. But what I want to 
say is that for the present year, with the 
assent of my right hon. Friend the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, I have 
nearly doubled that amount, and the 
expenditure estimated for 1896-7 is to 


be £19,000. At the same time an ad- 
ditional grant has been given for educa- 
tion and for certain other necessary 
expenditure. Now, that is distinctly in 
the nature of what was called the other 
day, in the case of the island of St. 
Dominica, a compassionate allowance ; 
it is an extra grant made from the taxa- 
tion of this country towards the expenses 
and expenditure of the island of Cyprus. 
I believe it is justified, but, at all events, 
it is entirely inconsistent with the 
language used by my hon. Friend, not 
only as to the niggardliness, but as to 
the injustice of this country in dealing 
with the island. But, what I look for- 
ward to with even greater interest and 
hope, is the proposals which may be made 
for increasing the resources of the island; 
if those proposals can be successfully 
carried into effect it will not only 
benefit the island, but will have the re- 
sult of relieving this country of its heavy 
burden, or of a portion of it. In view 
of that we sent out an engineer to the 
island, an expert who is well acquainted 
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with irrigation in India, to report ; his 
report has now been received—up to the 
present time I have not been able 
to look through it more than casually 
—but it is being carefully considered 
and examined in my office, and 
all I can say at present is that I 
am hopeful that good will result. 
Then there is the question of a line of 
steamers between Cyprus and Egypt, and 
I may say that I hope we shall establish 
a weekly mail service. As to the other 
matters referred to, they shall be carefully 
considered ; and, as regards railways, 
I hope that, either by private enterprise 
or in some other way, railways will be 
made in the island. In the first place, 
the duty is to repair the roads and 
bridges, which is even of greater impor- 
tance than the railways; and the 
additional sum which is now being 
granted in aid of public works will be 
mainly applied to this purpose. As to 
these matters, I hope we shall be able to 
give a better account in future years. 


Motion made, and Question put, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 142; 
Noes, 38.—(Division List, No. 408.) 


Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Resolu- 
tions agreed to. 


Postponed Resolutions further con- 
sidered. 

12. “That a sum, not exceeding £22,036, 
be granted to Her Majesty, te complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March, 1897, for the salaries 
and expenses in the Offices of the House of 
Commons.” 


Sir WILFRID LAWSON (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) said he had inquired 
as to the licence for the sale of drink on 
the premises, but he had been unable to 
get any information. [Zaughter.| There 
were five open liquor bars in the House, 
and it was not a proper thing that they 
should be carried on without a licence. 
There were at least four such places. He 
believed they were open to all comers, 
and therefore, in his opinion, the House 
of Commons was breaking the law by 
selling liquor to people without a licence. 
He would ask the Attorney General 
whether this was legal, and if he could 
say it was not illegal he would not divide 
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the House. But otherwise, he would 
certainly take a Division, for, in his 
opinion, law-makers should not be law- | 
breakers. It must not be supposed that 
he made this Motion in‘the cause of 
temperance—|laughter|—because if he) 
did so he should get little support. | 
[Laughter.| He was quite aware that 
many Members on both sides would be 
unwilling to come there at all unless they 
were able to get those luxuries— 
[laughter |—but he did not put the mat. 
teron that footing. He raised the ques- 
tion in defence of law and order, and he 
thought he was right in doing so. When- | 
ever he made a proposition it was said | 
to him, ‘“‘ My dear fellow, you are quite | 
wrong ; the proper thing to do is to see 
that the present law is enforced,” and 
that was what he was doing now. He 
sought to enforce the existing law, and 
he simply moved the reduction of the 
Vote to give the Attorney General an 
opportunity of stating what was the law. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said 
the hon. Baronet had not quite satisfac- 
torily stated the facts of the case when he 
said that anybody who came to that 
House was supplied with drink. That 





might be the experience of the hon. 
Baronet, but it was not in accordance 


with his own. [Laughter | He was not 
prepared to say that everybody who came 
into that building could get drink by 
paying for it, nor did he know how far 
the hon, Baronet and his Friends could 
get drink. It would be more satisfactory 
if the hon. Baronet would tell the House | 
what conduced the mischiefs he desired 
to complain of. 

Sir WILFRID. LAWSON said he 
was not speaking of an abuse, but of 
breaking the law. 


THe ATTORNEY GENERAL said 
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that, dealing with the abstract question, | 
he did not say there were not some cir- | 
cumstances in which they might be called | 
upon to interfere; for instance, if it | 
were a fact that at. those bars—with | 
which the hon. Baronet seemed to have | 
so large an acquaintance—|laughter |— 
it was possible for strangers to get 
drink who had no connection at all with 
the House it seemed to him quite possible 
that under such circumstances there ought 
to be the protection of a licence. If, on 
the other hand, only persons who really 
had a right to get drink—Members and. 
their friends, for whom the Members 
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paid—he doubted very much whether a 
licence was required. For many years 
there had been the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in the other House, yet the con- 
science of the hon. Baronet did not seem 
to have been troubled by the fact that 
noble Lords got drink without having a 
licence. He would confer anxiously on 
the subject with his noble Friend who 
presided with so much satisfaction over 
the Kitchen Committee, and he would 
occupy whatever time was necessary 
during the Recess in considering the mat- 
ter. His labours would be assisted if 
the hon. Baronet would submit to him a 
statement of fact with regard to the 
facilities with which strangers could be 
supplied with liquor in the House. He 
thought his noble Friend the Chairman 
of the Kitchen Committee had been 
perfectly justified a few days ago in say- 
ing that the system under which liquor 
had been supplied in the House had 
existed for upwards of a 100 years, and 
as it had never occurred to anyone be- 
fore that a licence was necessary he did 
not propose to make any change in that 
system on his own initiative. If the 
hon. Baronet wished him to look into 
the matter he would do so, for the ques- 
tion whether a licence was required for 
the supply of intoxicating liquor within 
the Palace of Westminster was, no 
doubt, one of considerable interest. 

Sir WILFRID LAWSON asked 


leave to withdraw his Amendment. 


Amendment, by lcave, withdrawn 
Resolution agreed to. 


14. “That a sum, not exceeding £29,400, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1897, for the 
Salaries and Expenses of the Department of 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, including a Grant in Aid of certain 
Expenses connected with Emigration.” 


*Sir E. ASHMEAD - BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall) called attention to 
the fact that the discussion of the affairs 
of the Transvaal had been delayed to 
this period of the Session, and com- 
plained that a promise made by the 
Government that, after the Blue-book 
had been issued another day should be 
given for the purpose had not been 


| fulfilled. He had repeatedly asked for 


an earlier date, but on one plea or 
another the Colonial Vote had been put 


T2 
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off to the last moment. Before making |of any member of the Committee would 
a few general observations on the sub- | | be touched, and that no personal indig- 
ject he wished to deal with certain nity, such as imprisonment, would be 
statements the Secretary for the Colonies inflicted on them. Mr. Salter White, 
had made during the past week, with | another member of the Committee, had 
reference to the two gentlemen —/jon August 5th repeated the words of 
British subjects — who _ were then | Mr. Phillips, and said those words were 
held prisoners in the gaol at Pretoria,'as nearly as possible verbatim as he 
and with reference to the obligations had heard them from Sir Jacobus de 
of the Government towards them. The Wet. Another gentleman, Mr. Bisset, 
Secretary for the Colonies had on several had made a similar statement in the 
occasions denied that there was any Public Press, and he (Sir Ashmead- 
obligation on the part of the British Bartlett) was assured by gentlemen who 
Government to intercede on behalf of were in every respect worthy of credence, 
those gentlemen. He had, indeed, gone that authoritative declarations to the 
so far beyond that as to deny that there same effect could be obtained from many 
was any promise of protection made to other persons who heard the pledges 
them by representatives of Her Majesty. given by Sir Jacobus de Wet. What 
Those gentlemen were at present in gaol |did the Colonial Secretary do? He ven- 
because they were unwilling to address an | tured to say that the right hon. Gentle- 
humble petition to an alien Government | man had taken a course as a responsible 
begging for their release on certain! Minister of the Crown which was with- 
terms which they deemed unworthy of out precedent in the House. He told 
them, and they affirmed—and it was) the House last Tuesday that Sir Jacobus 
practically impossible on good grounds|de Wet distinctly denied having given 


to disput? their statement—that they | those promises or made those pledges of 


received a distinct pledge of protection | protection. Every hon. Member pre- 
from the representatives of the British | sent who heard the right hon. Gentleman 
Crown. It would be in the recollection | must have understood him to mean 
of the House that on Tuesday last the | that that denial was made on the 


Colonial Secretary distinctly denied that | strength of official information from Sir 
any promise of protection was given to| | Jacobus de Wet. [‘ Hear, hear!”| He 
those gentlemen. In fact, the right hon. | asked the right hon. Gentleman on 
Gentleman went beyond this, because he | | Friday last whether his attention had 
said that Sir Jacobus de Wet, who was|been called to the statements of Mr. 
Her Majesty’s representative ‘at Johan-_| | Phillips and Mr. White as to the pledge 
nesburg at the time when the pledge was | having been given, and the right hon. 
made, ‘distinctly denied that any such | Gentlemen asked him to postpone the 
statement was made, and that it was/| matter until Monday, so that he might 
clear that it was never made properly.| be able to give the House fuller infor- 
At another time and in another place he | mation. The only just inference surely 
said that the allegation was contradicted|to be drawn from that request was 
by both the High Commissioner and Sir|that the right hon. Gentleman was in 
Jacobus de Wet. He would remind the | telegraphic communication with Sir J. 
House that three gentlemen—all of|de Wet in order to obtain his authori- 
whom are well known—had publicly |sation for an official denial. When 
affirmed that Sir Jacobus de Wet did|the right hon. Gentleman answered the 
make the alleged promise of protection | question on Monday he was obliged to 
to the Reform League. Mr. Lionel| confess he was relying for the alleged 
Phillips, a gentleman who was respected | statement of Sir Jacobus de Wet upon 
by all who knew him, and who had|a letter in the Saturday Review. He 
occupied a prominent position in the|doubted whether there was ever before 
Transvaal for some years, wrote to|a instance of a Minister quoting a re- 
The Times, on August 4, to the effect | presentative of the Crown on the strength 
that Sir Jacobus de Wet, in the presence | of a letter in a magazine, a weekly news- 
of himself and a large majority of the| paper, or even in a daily newspaper, the 
Reform Committee, promised that if the |authenticity of which had not been 
inhabitants of Johannesburg would lay | proved. [‘* Hear, hear!”] He now asked 
down their arms not a hair of the head | the right hon. Gentleman whether he had 

Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett, 
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communicated with Sir Jacobus de Wet 
directly, and, if so, what reply he had 
received. A movement had taken place in 
the Transvaal for political, legal, and 
social privileges, and that movement was, 
according to the Dispatches of the right 
hon. Gentleman himself, thoroughly justi- 
fied; it was a protest, to quote the right 
hon. Gentleman’s own words, against an 
“ Administration that was defective and 
corrupt.” The movement was, so far as 
it possibly could be, a constitutional 
movement ; and it was not until Presi- 
dent Kruger had insolently and offen- 
sively rejected their petitions and had 
threatened Johannesberg with violence 
under the famous metaphor of the tortoise, 
that the Uitlanders organised and, to a 
certain extent, armed. The action of Her 
Majesty’s Government at the time of 
Dr. Jameson’s raid laid them under 
peculiar responsibility to the people of 
Johannesburg. On the night Dr. 
Jameson’s force was captured the 
Colonial Secretary authorised Sir 
Hercules Robinson to go from Cape 
Town to Pretoria to act as a peacemaker, 
and in his Dispatch to Sir Hercules 
Xobinson on January 13th the right hon. 
Gentleman said :— 

“The people of Johannesburg laid down 
their arms in the belief that reasonable con- 
cessions would be arranged through your inter- 
vention, and until these are granted or definitely 


promised to you by the President the root cause 
of the recent troubles will remain.” 


He went on to say it would be “ the duty 
of Sir Hercules Robinson to use firm 
language.” Those were admirable words, 
but for some mysterious reason which | 


had never yet been explained the right 
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advised the only two prisoners who 
refused to bow the knee to the Boer 
Government to make an humble petition 
and to give a ridiculous pledge to the 
Boers. The Colonial Secretary was not 
ashamed to advise those men to sign 
such a petition in order that they might 
obtain the clemency extended to others. 
That was without precedent, and he 
could not think that, when it became 
understood, such action would be 
approved in the country. There was one 
other important point. Sir Hercules 
Robinson was the Queen’s High Com- 
missioner. He was sent down to obtain, 
according to the Dispatches of the 
Colonial Secretary, good terms for the 
Uitlanders. Sir Hercules Robinson sent 
Sir Jacobus de Wet to Johannesburg as 
his representative, and it was acting as 
his representative that Sir Jacobus de 
Wet made solemn pledges to the Reform 
jeaders, about the reality of which there 
could not be the least doubt. The High 
Commissioner had previously paralysed 
the action of the Uitlanders by publish- 
ing the Queen’s proclamation at Johannes- 
burg, and by ordering the people to dis- 
arm. Such a step involved great re- 
sponsibility on the part of the British 
Government. He had also appealed 
most solemnly to the Uitlanders to dis- 
arm in order to save the lives of Dr. 
Jameson and his comrades. That was 
a mistaken plea, but it was the High 
Commissioner’s own fault that he had 
not found out the truth as to the terms 
of Dr. Jameson’s surrender. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear!” | He thought Sir Jacobus de 
Wet had been very unjustly treated. 
Sir Jacobus de Wet bore a Dutch name, 


hon. gentleman from that moment went} but he had always honourably repre- 


backwards. 


Since then he had never | sented this country in Pretoria. 


If the 


endeavoured to fulfil a single pledge made | Dispatches were published, it would be 
by himself or his representatives, had | found that the fault lay with the Colonial 


allowed some 60 British subjects to be 
arrested and thrown into a most un- 


} 


Office and not with Sir Jacobus. Not- 
withstanding the misleading and rather 


wholesome and noisome gaol and kept! disingenuous statement of the right hon. 
there for weeks, and had then, without | Gentlemen as to Sir Jacobus de Wet and 
protest as far as was known, allowed | Amatongaland, it was a fact that Sir J.de 
heavy penalties to be imposed on the} Wet did warn the late British Govern- 


Reform leaders for their action in pro- 
testing in a constitutional way against 
a defective and corrupt Administration. 
What was worse than that was that, 
after terms had been arranged by local 
influence for the release of these British 
subjects thus treacherously and unjustly 
imprisoned, the right hon. Gentleman 


| 





| vented from obtaining a seaport. 


ment of the Boer designs upon the 
territories between Swaziland and the 
sea. It was owing to Sir Jacobus de 
Wet that the territories of Zambaan and 
the other chiefs were annexed to this 
country by the late Radical Government 
and the Transvaal was thereby pre- 


Thus 
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a great danger tothis country was averted, 
for if once the Boers had a footing on 
the sea coast they would invite some 
foreign powert> planttheirflagthere. He, 
however, had been practically cashiered 
on a pension of £300 a year, yet the High 


Commissioner, who was sent to Pretoria | 
to protect British interests, who abso- | 
lutely failed to do a single thing for | 
British interests there, but sat trembling | 


in his lodgings during the whole affair, 
who showed the most absolute ignorance 
of everything that was going on, who 


knew nothing about the movements of the | 
Chartered Company or of Dr. Jameson, | 
who did not even take the trouble to) 


inquire what were the terms of Jame- 


son’s surrender, who allowed the Boer | 
Government to dictate the very con-| 


ditions on which his aide-de-camp should 
interview the 
promoted to the Upper House. 
admitted that the conduct 
Hercules Robinson at Pretoria was a 
very great excuse for 


He fully 


beneficial results for the 
There had been no redress of the Uit- 
landers’ grievances, and the right hon. 
Gentleman had apparently given up 
asking for it. His recent communica- 
tions with President Kruger had been 
confined to apologies and explanations, 
which had followed each other with the 


rapidity of Maxim shot. At one moment | 


he was apologising for sending an extra 
five hundred men to Matabeleland, and 
inviting a Boer officer to see that there 
were no more. At another he was ex- 
plaining away his own Dispatches and 
accepting the most humiliating ultimatums 
from the Boer Government. At the next 
the right hon. Gentleman was informing 
President Kruger and the world that the 
Uitlanders had only suffered what they 
deserved for having dared to take up 
arms. |Jronical Opposition cheers and 
Tangier 

Gentleman’s policy always came from the 


other side ; that was one of his greatest | 


complaints against it. The right hon. 
Gentleman began his statement of Trans- 
vaal policy this year by an attempt to 
justify the infamous capitulation after 
Majuba. Ever since, his policy had 
been greeted with the cheers of the 
“ Little Englanders” on the opposite 
Benches. He was, now abandoning the 


Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett. 
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of Sir! 
the failure of | 
the Colonial Secretary to achieve some | 


Uitlanders. | 
What had happened since January 13th ?| 


The cheers for the right hon. | 


| relations with the 
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rights of British subjects in the Trans- 
| vaal much as they had been abandoned 
/in 1881. While on one side the right 
'hon. Gentleman had pursued a policy of 
| surrender, on the other side he had done 
his best, perhaps unwittingly, to aggra- 
vate Boer feeling and foreign feeling 
generally against this country. It was 
part of this new diplomacy and amateur 
statesmanship, which consisted in trying 
to adapt our Imperial and colonial policy 
to the momentary exigencies of the 
House of Commons without regard to tra- 
dition and consistency of national honour, 
that it should involve consequences the 
opposite of what were intended. The 
Uitlanders were now in a worse position 
thanever. They were practically helpless. 
The Boer population was armed to the 


| teeth, and were much more difficult to 
Reform prisoners, was 


deal with now than six months ago. The 
Orange Free State was also largely armed, 
and had made secret arrangements with 
the Transvaal Republic. Emissaries from 
the latter State had organised the Boer 
population even in Natal and the Cape 
Colony. No doubt the right hon. Gentle- 
man meant well when he made his 


suggestion of Home Rule for the Rand 


on February 4th, but that suggestion and 
the most undiplomatic publication of that 
Dispatch before it was received by the 
Boer Government greatly irritated Pre- 
sident Kruger, and made this country 
ridiculous in the eyes of the world. In 
his speech at the Constitutional Club on 
April 22nd the right hon. Gentleman 


denounced the Transvaal administration 


as defective and corrupt; that too, had 
an unfortunate effect on the Boer Govern- 
ment, and kept the prisoners longer in 
gaol. Why did he make that speech if 
he intended to follow a policy of universal 
surrender. Then the right hon. Gentle- 
man imust, on the same occasion, flaunt 
the Union Jack in the face of Foreign 
Powers and exasperate German feeling 
against us. There were facts connected 
with the Jameson raid and the attitude 
of Germany which might have justified 
a strong line in January on the part of 
the British Government—a line which 
would have been supported by the 
country. But at later periods it had 
always been most necessary to conciliate 
Germany as far as possible without of 
course permitting foreign intervention 
in South Africa, The whole of our 
Transvaal during the 
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last six months had been one of the 
most deplorable episodes of our modern 
history. The right hon. Gentleman’s 
policy had been marked by complete 
failure. He had failed to carry out the 
pledges of his earlier Dispatches. He 
had failed to obtain real protection for 
the Reform leaders or benefits for the 
Uitlander population ; and he had failed 
to conciliate Boer feeling. In South 
Africa we stood in a position of the 
greatest danger, not so much from the 
arms of foes, as for the feeling of discon- 
tent, dissatisfaction, and disgust which 
had been aroused in almost every 
British subject throughout South Africa. 
It was hardly possible to find a man of 
British blood in South Africa, except 
for a few millionaires—whose policy was 
naturally from financial reasons qwieta 
non movere—who did not speak in 
the strongest condemnation of the 
Government’s policy in South Africa 
during the past six months. It had 
been hoped always that there would be 
some turn in affairs. Many hoped the 
Colonial Secretary had a marvellous 


plan concealed somewhere, which wonld 
be brought forth in due course. 


But 
this plan turned out to be like General 
Trochu’s plan, it had no existence. Our 
position had steadily drifted from bad to 
worse. The right hon. Gentleman could 
not complain that he had been excessively 
pressed. He had been given practically 
a free hand throughout the past seven 
months. But failing any effort to 
defend and uphold British interests, he 
felt justified now in putting his sincere 
views before the House in regard to 
South Africa, and our immeuse interests 
there, interests which were of the very 
greatest importance, both for political 
and commercial reasons, to this country. 

*Sir CHARLES DILKE said that it 
was not for him to undertake the defence 
of the right hon. Gentleman against his 
infuriated follower. [{Laughter.| But 
the hon. Member had done scant justice 
to the Colonial Secretary in attributing 
to him the unfortunate disruption of 
friendly relations between the Boers and 
the British. The hon. Member ascribed 
to the right hon. Gentleman all the con- 
sequences which had followed from the 
unfortunate raid. [‘ Hear, hear! ”] 
But what he wished to ask his right 
hon. Friend was whether anything had 
been done, and, if not, whether he could 
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promise that nothing should be definitely 
done to commit this country to a cable 
across the Pacific in the direction sug- 
gested by the recent conference. The 
cable had been recommended on military 
grounds, and if the Admiralty and the 
War Office considered it was wise to 
make the cable and contribute money 
towards it, he would not oppose it. But 
before it was too late he would like to 
suggest that there were other directions 
in which expenditure might be more 
profitable, especially from a military 
point of view. It was to be hoped that 
it would never be necessary to defend 
the Canadian frontier from not only a 
general attack, but from even a raid, for 
it was weak in a military sense, and the 
Militia of Canada had neither the num- 
ber nor arms to defend it. The first 
cable that ought to be made ought to be, 
in his opinion, a line to Gibraltar and 
Sierra Leone and to the Cape, with 
a branch to Mauritius and from the 
Cape to Australia. That would pass 
along a line more traversed than the 
Pacific, and would be far more important 
from a military point of view. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, who was 
received with cheers from both sides of 
the House, said: In answer to the last 
speaker, I do not know whether he en- 
tirely understands the position in regard 
to the proposed cable. The question is 
raised, as he is probably aware, at the 
instigation of the Governments of the 
Canadian Dominion and the Australian 
Colonies; and it was a joint proposal 
from them that an Inquiry should be 
held, in the hope, of course, that it would 
result in the laying of a cable to which 
we would be willing to contribute. Up 
to the present time there has been ab- 
solutely no pledge on the part of this 
country. All we are bound to is to 
institute an Inquiry as to the making of 
the cable, the best route to be followed, 
and, as a subsequent consideration, the 
proportionate amount of our contribution 
towards the cost. May I say, in regard 
to the suggestion of my right hon. Friend 
of an alternative route for the cable, 
that of course strategical reasons will 
have great importance in the considera- 
tion of matters of this kind. Hitherto, 
the British Government has never sub- 
sidised a cable intended solely for com- 
mercial purposes. Every subsidy hitherto 
has been justified by strategical reasons. 
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But if we are to enter into a comparison 
between the Pacific line and the line 
suggested by my right hon. Friend, there is 
this to be said in favour of the Pacific 
line, that we should have large contri- 
butions towards its cost both from 
Canada and Australia, for that route is 
one which is very favourably viewed by 
both those great colonies. [ Hear, 
hear!”| Now I turn to my hon. Friend 
the Member for Sheffield. I say at once 
that I do not complain in the slightest 
degree of the attack which it has amused 
him to make upon me this afternoon. 
[Laughter.| I have been aware for some 
time, by the rather numerous questions 
which he has addressed to me during the 
Session, that he was anxious for an 
opportunity of expressing his dissent 
from the policy which I have had to 
announce on behalf of the Government. 
I am only sorry that the opportunity 
could not have been found for him earlier. 
But I hope that now that he has relieved 
his mind he will feel more comfortable. 
[Laughter.| I am sorry to say that I 


cannot follow him at length into his 
speech, partly because the greater portion 
of it was a violent diatribe and an exag- 


gerated attack upon the Colonial Secre- 
tary, and partly because I do not think that 
even now the time has come to discuss 
fully the policy of this country in regard 
to South Africa. There are too many 
open questions still before us to make it 
possibie for any one in my position to go 
at great length, or with any particularity, 
into the various difficulties that have 
presented themselves. [** Hear, hear!” 
But I will deal with the personal ques- 
tion which the hon. Gentleman raised 
in the early part of his speech. He 
referred again to the case of Messrs. 
Samson and Davies, the prisoners in 
Pretoria. It is very difficult for me to 
add anything to what I have already 
stated in the very full reply which I gave 
the hon. Gent!eman on this subject yes- 
terday. What is the position of the 
hon. Gentleman? He asks me a question 
as to which, of course, I can have no 
personal knowledge, because the transac- 
tion referred to in the questidn occurred 
between the members of the Reform 
Committee at Johannesburg and Sir 
Jacobus de Wet. I can only give an 
answer on the information supplied me 
by Sir Jacobus de Wet and the High 
Commissioner. I gave the hon. Gentle- 
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man yesterday an answer definite and 
conclusive, so far, at any rate, as a state- 
ment made by the High Commissioner 
and Sir Jacobus de Wet can be conclu- 
sive. 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
May I ask the right hon. Gentleman— 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: No, I 
must ask the hon. Gentleman to hear me 
out. |Laughter, and general cheers. | 
After giving the hon. Gentleman that 
answer yesterday, he gets up again to-day 
and for twenty minutes he repeats the 
statement as if it were a proved state- 
ment—a statement that could not be 
denied by any one, although it is a 
statement absolutely denied by one of 
the parties to the supposed transaction. 
[Cheers.! On what grounds does he 
think the answer I made on the authority 
of Sir Jacobus de Wet is insufficient? 
Because he says it is an unoflicial state- 
ment. I do not distinguish between a 
statement made by an official to the 
Government, and one made to the news- 
papers. [“ Hear, hear!”| I do not 
understand that a man lies when he 
writes to the newspapers, and that he 
tells the truth when he makes an official 
ststement. [Laughter and cheers| If 
he is capable of lying in one case he is 
capable of lying in both. [Cheers and 
laughter.| Although it has not been in 
my power to communicate with Sir 
Jacobus de Wet, who is no longer a ser- 
vant of the Crown, I have had the 
opportunity of communicating with Sir 
Hercules Robinson, and I have not the 
slightest doubt that in the statement 
made to him, Sir Jacobus de Wet has 
only stated what he firmly believed to 
be true—namely, that although when 
he was asked what would happen 
to those gentlemen he expressed his 
private opinion that nothing whatever 
would happen to them, he did not give 
them, for he could not give them, any 
pledge whatever on the part of the 
Government. Will the House bear in 
mind what was the course of these pro- 
ceedings ? In the first place, Sir Hercules 
Robinson was informed by the Trans- 
vaal Government that Johannesburg 
must lay down its arms unconditionally. 
That was the knowledge possessed by Sir 
Hercules Robinson when he sent Sir 
Jacobus de Wet to inform the Reform 
Committee of the demands of the Trans- 
vaalGovernment. Very well. The Reform 
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leaders, after this conversation with Sir 
Jacobus de Wet, passed a resolution in 
which they said not a single word about 
protection or about having been influenced 
in their decision by promises in regard to 
themselves. The resolution says “ That, 
having seriously considered the ultimatum 
of the Government, we unanimously 
decide to comply with that demand.” 
They then go on to say that in coming 
to that decision they desire to secure the 
safety of Dr. Jameson, to advance the 
amicable discussion of a settlement with 
the Transvaal Government, and tosupport 
the High Commissioner. These are the 
terms upon which those gentlemen in 
their own resolution expressed their 
readiness to lay down theirarms. But 
that is not all. The Transvaal Govern- 
ment were not satisfied with this resolu- 
tion. They said it was a conditional 
laying down of arms, and, accordingly, 
they telegraphed to Sir Jacobus de Wet 
that the surrender must be unconditional. 
They rejected the conditions which 
formed part of the resolution of the 
Reform Committee as having nothing to 
do with the laying down ofarms. After 
receiving this message the Reform Com- 


mittee telegraphed, ‘“ We lay down our 


arms unconditionally.” As I said yester- 
day, I do not want to impute to these 
gentlemen anything more than a mis- 
understanding. I do not doubt they are 
under the impression that they received 
something more than the mere statement 
of Sir Jacobus de Wet as to what would 
probably happen. But I can only say 
that in my position it is impossible for 
me, in view of the facts I have brought 
before the House, to doubt the word of 
Sir Jacobus de Wet when he said, “TI did 
not pledge the Government; I only 
expressed my own personal opinion.” 
[ Cheers. | 

*Sir E. ASHMEAD- BARTLETT: 
Will you ask him? 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : The hon. 
Gentleman says, “ Will you ask him?” 
I should think I would insult him if I 
asked him whether the letter he wrote 
to the Saturday Review was untrue. 
[Cheers.] That is the question the hon. 
Gentleman asks me to put to Sir Jacobus 
de Wet, whose praises he has been 
sounding. [Cheers.] He makes a charge 
against me of having caused this valu- 
able servant of the Crown to resign, and 
of then giving him a miserable pension 
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of £300 a year. I have not a word to 
say against Sir Jacobus de Wet. But 
he was not forced to resign. His health 
suffered greatly during the last few 
months. I am speaking from memory 
now, and I do not wish to be held 
positively to what I say, but during four 
months Sir Jacobus de Wet was obliged 
on four separate occasions to absent 
himself from his official duties entirely 
owing to indisposition, and he himself 
expressed the desire to retire. He ex- 
pressed the wish to resign to the High 
Commissioner, provided some arrange- 
ment could be made for a pension. 
He entered the public service when 
somewhat advanced in years. He 
served six years, and the terms of his 
appointment precluded any pension at 
all; but, having regard to all the cir- 
cumstances and that Sir Jacobus thought 
he had done the best in his power for 
the interests of the British Government, 
I was able to persuade the Treasury to 
treat this case as entirely exceptional, 
and do what the Treasury had seldom 
done, and where the engagement con- 
tained no reference whatever to a pen- 
sion, and therefore precluded it, to grant 
a pension of £300 a year. I think, 
under these circumstances, it is absurd 
to say I have been unfair to Sir Jacobus 
de Wet. There are two statements 
which have been put forward on behalf 
of the Reform leaders. The first is— 
made now for the first time—that they 
laid down their arms on a promise of 
personal protection to themselves. Per 
haps I ought to say that, to their credit, 
they have not put this forward them- 
selves. We have not heard of it until 
recently. But the second statement put 
forward on their behalf is, that they 
laid down their arms on the under- 
standing that Sir Hercules Robinson and 
the British Government would inter- 
vene to secure the rights for which they 
had been agitating. No pledge of any 
kind was given to secure those rights. 
But, undoubtedly, the High Commis- 
sioner has been instructed by me that 
the British Government are prepared to 
do everything in their power to acquire 
such rights as may be just and equitable. 
It was not a pledge for which these 
gentlemen laid down their arms. I can- 
not admit that for a moment. Having 
regard to the condition of Johannesburg 
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when the surrender of arms was made, 
the British Government, without making 
a pledge, held themselves bound by 
friendly relations to secure that result. 
That I have been trying to do. But 
what is the alternative—the policy| vaal within the last few weeks? That the 
which the hon. Member would have put | Transvaal Government have passed a 
forward if standing in my place? We) law, very much desired by the popula- 
know what it would be. He would tion of the goldfields, restricting the 
have sent an ultimatum to President| supply of liquor to natives, and that 
Kruger that unless these reforms (which | they have passed an education law by 
he would have specified) were granted | which children of every nationality are 
by a particular day, the British Govern-|to be brought up at the expense of the 
ment would interfere by force, and then | State in the language of their own 
he would have come here and asked the| nationality ; and a Bill is under con- 
House for a Vote of Credit of 10 or 20) sideration by which a new municipality 
millions (it would not matter which | is to be granted to Johannesburg, and, if 
particularly) and sent an army of 20,000/ the conditions upon which that grant is 
men at least to force President Kruger | made are at all satisfactory, it will not 
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which the hon. Member thinks we have 
lost sight of, have been considered, and 
| I think there is every reason to believe we 
are making considerable progress. What 
is the news telegraphed from the Trans- 





to grant reforms in a State with which 
we had pledged ourselves repeatedly— 
not this Government, but previous Gov- 
ernments, by the vows of successive 
Secretaries of State—that we would 
have nothing todo. That is his policy. 
It is not my policy, and never will be. 
My policy—and I am not sorry that the 
Debate enables me to make it clearer— 


be far from the suggestion of Home 
Rule for the Rand which has received 
the approval of the hon. Member. 
Although these reforms are not all the 
| reforms for which the Uitlanders asked, 
|or for which, in my opinion, they were 
| justified in asking, it is a great experi- 
ment, especially if you take into account 
that these reforms were given at a time 





has since this unfortunate raid been to| when feeling was much excited and 


1 


restore the state of things that existed | there was a great deal of irritation. 
Lefore it, to restore the good feeling | think the hon. Member is too impatient. 
which was beginning to exist and had |I do not think a policy of this kind, the 
been created between the Dutch popula-| carrying out of which must extend over 
tion on the one hand, and the British | a considerable period, should be judged 


population on the other. Does not the} at such a short interval on insufficient 
hon. Gentleman see that, whatever may information. I hope, however, the 
have been the grievances of the Uit-| House will be satisfied, at all events, 
landers when the raid (which I believe| with the general lines of the policy I 
even he does not defend) took place, | have explained, and that it may be such 
there must have been a feeling of irrita-| as to justify their approval. 


tion among the inhabitants of the Trans- 
vaal, and common prudence demanded | 
that we should give time for that to sub- 
side, and not base upon our OWN wrong! 18. “That a sum, not exceeding £28,869, be 
a demand which would be even more) granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
unjustifiable. I say that has been my | Seer ° defray ~ ay which —_ _— 
policy, and T hwlieve it has succeeded. wr of tament during fhe yer ng on 
If I may trust the reports I get—and T) ang Expenses of the Charity Commission for 
get them from every quarter, I do not England and Wales, including the Endowed 
receive reports from one side only (my | Schools Department.” 

complaint of the hon. Member is that all | 

his reports come from one side, I receive} *Sin FRANCIS POWELL 
them from all quarters and all sides)—I | alluded to the promotion of Mr. D. C. 
think I am justified in saying that! Richmond, of the Endowed Schools 
already there has been a considerable | Department of the Commission, to an 
change for the better, and that, probably, | important position in the Exchequer and 
in a short time we may be able to re-- Audit Department, and rejoiced that 
port a much more satisfactory condition; Mr. Richmond’s eminent services had 
of affairs. Meantime, these reforms, | been rewarded. Like the office of the 


Mr. J. Chamberlain. 


Resolution agreed to. 
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Local Government Board, the Depart-| He desired that the ships should be filled 


ment of the Charity Commission was|up to their proper complement, instead 
greatly under-manned, and the public | of being so much below their strength. 
interest suffered in consequence. The | One ship which had accommodation for 
delays of which complaints were some- | 500, had only 250 on board. He objected 
times made were not due to neglect or | to the system of Magistrates committing 
want of capacity, but because the staff | to the ships, as they were not always the 
was not numerically equal to the work | best judges as to the boys who were most 
imposed upon it. fitted for sea life. He urged that the 
| different training-ships should be affili- 
|ated to the land schools, and that boys 
18. “That a sum, not exceeding £28,869, be| from the latter should be allowed to 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum | yolunteer for the training-ships, provided 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come they were physically fitted for sea life. 
in course of payment during the year ending | on dalle: ail mys eatiaas wh 
the 3lst day of March 1897, for the Salaries and | POYS Show € allowed to volunteer a 
Expenses of the Charity Commission for England 14, be trained till they were 16, and then 
and Wales, including the. Endowed Schools | sent to sea. At present boys went on 
Department.” |these ships at 12, and a considerable 
Resolution agreed to. ‘number of them were under 12. He 
22. “That a sum, not exceeding £126,746, be | considered that this was too young, and 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum | that they should not be allowed to enter 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come until they were 13, only healthy boys 
in course of piyment during the year ending ©1 | who could bear the hardships of sea life 
the 31st day of March 1897, for the Expense of | Serer aden iss Sed adlanile ak 
the Maintenance of Juvenile Offenders in| 0¢™g taken trom the land schools. 
Reformatory, Industrial, and Day Industrial | present not more than 46 per cent. of the 
Schools in Great Britain, and of the Inspectors | boys trained on the ships afterwards 
of Reformatories.” ‘went to sea. They were trained at great 
*Apminat FTELD(Sussex, Eastbourne) | expense and afterwards left the sea for 
complained that though the age for tho| land, thus flooding the labour market. 


Resolution agreed to. 





admission of boys to reformatory and | Matters for the last five years, from 1891 
industrial school-ships had been raised it | to 1895, had been even worse than for 


was still too low. Then there were | the previous five years. 


In the previous 
general complaints that the British | five years there were discharged to the 
Mercantile Marine was being filled up | shore (he supposed as unfit for sea life) 
by foreigners. There were 27,000 foreign- | 1,206 boys, and 2,800 were sent to sea. 
ers in the Mercantile Marine, whereas | What was the return of the last five 
there ought not to be one. The Mer-| years? 2,073 were discharged to the 
cantile Marine were the great reserve of | shore, and only 2,500 sent to sea. The 
the Navy in time of war, so this became | matter was going from bad to worse, it 
an Imperial question. The Manning} was high time it should be dealt with, 
Committee had suggested the establish-|and he had shown how it was possible 
ment of Mercantile Marine training ships|to make these ships supply the great 
in all the ports of the country. It was | waste that was going on in the Mercantile 
much to be desired, but what he com-| Marine. There was one ship which 
plained of was that no Minister of the day | deserved to be honourably mentioned, and 


would bend his mind to make use of | 


means at hand in the matter. Reforma- 
tory and industrial school-ships, _ if 
properly worked, would make up for much 


of the waste of life in the Mercantile | 


Marine, and his object was to draw 
attention to the abominable way in which 
the ships were worked. He found no 
fault with the Committees or Captaius, 
who worked hard to turn out good 
material with inadequate means. On 
the Mount Edgcumbe the staff had 
been reduced from 12 to seven, and 
on the Southamptun from 14 to eight. 


that was the Wellesley in North Shields, 
where there was a good land school in 
connection with it. The Wellesley took 
/no boy who was under 14 years of age, 
and she sent her best boys to sea instead 
of discharging them to the shore. He 
thought the whole question ought to be 
considered by the Departmental Com- 
mittee which had been sitting for a year 
or two. He urged that these training- 
ships, to be of value, should be affiliated 
to the land schools, from which the sup- 
plies should be taken, instead of from 
magistrates’ commitments, and that only 
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boys physically fit should be selected. If|not wish to go to sea or their parents 
these recommendations were carried out | objected to their going. These industrial 
good would result from this large expen-|and reformatory schools did not under- 
diture of money, whereas a large portion | take to send the children into professions 
was now wasted, only 46 per cent. of| which the parents did not desire for 
the boys’going to sea. them, and if the parents thought they 
Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY | could do better for the children than by 
thought it was rather hard that the hon. | sending them tosea they did notsend them. 
and gallant Gentleman should find fault; *Apmirat FIELD: They ought not 
with the Home Office for not supplying | to go to the ship. 
a reserve to the Mercantile Marine of; Sim W. HARCOURT said they must 
this country. He was not concerned to| take their chance of that. A boy was 
deal with the Report of the Manning | sent to a ship as part of the training and 
Committee. He scarcely knew what discipline of the school. On the ship he 
that Report advised, but he did not | received certain instruction to enable him 
think part of their recommendations was |to go to sea, but if he did not want to 
that the reformatory and training ships | go to sea, and his parents did not want 
of this country should be the main source | him to go, he did not go, however fit he 
from which they should look for the|might be. He did not say that the 
extra reserve supply of seamen for the | affiliation which the hon. and gallant 
Mercantile Marine. There could be no| Admiral spoke of was not worth con- 
doubt that these ships were established | sideration, but he would not seriously alter 
not directly by the Government, but by | the matter. He might fill up the ship, 
philanthropic persons, in the hope that | but when he had filled up the ship he 
both from the industrial as well as from | had no security whatever that the boys 
the reformatory side boys might be taken | would go to sea, The hon. and gallant 
into the Navy or into the Mercantile} Member must remember that there 
Marine. He agreed with the hon. and|always would be a large percentage of 
gallant Gentleman it was a matter of | those boys who, having been trained for 
regret that so very few boys had left|the sea, would not go to sea, just as 
these institutions for the service of the| there were a large number of Her 
Queen, or of the Mercantile Marine, or Majesty’s subjects who did not prefer to 
the Army. Those interested in such | go to sea, and, unfortunately, they were 
institutions would, he was sure, only be | an increasing number in this country. 
too glad to use every effort to see that | That was really the cause why it had 
the boys from reformatories or industrial | become worse. It was because parents 
schools should cither take to the sea or | were less and less disposed to send their 
join the Army. A Departmental Com- boys to sea, The hon. and gallant 
mittee had been sitting for a year or|Member must not suppose that there 
two, and he imagined that one of the! was any power in those who had the 
subjects they would have cranigared | coasted of industrial and reformatory 
would be whether these ships could be| schools to increase the number of boys 








affiliated to the schools on land and made | who went to sea contrary to the wishes 
more efficient. The Report of the Com- | of the children or the parents. 

mittee was not yet in his hand, so that | 

he did not know its tenour. He would| Resolution agreed to. 

be vey glad to have any suggestions 24. “That a sum, not exceeding £64,179, be 
from the hon. and gallant Gentleman on | granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
this subject, the importance of which he | necessary to defray the Charge which will come 


ally recognise, be tol he nora Mee toh te See 
Sir W. HARCOURT would like to of the Serene of corti Universities and 

point out a fallacy running through the | Colleges in Great Britain, and of the Expenses 

argument of the hon. and gallant | under the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 

Admiral—namely, that all these boys | 1889.” 

who were in ships and who did not go) py the return of Mr. SPEAKER, after 

to sea were discharged because they were | t), ysual interval, 

unfit to go to sea. That was not the 

real ground. They were discharged| *Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS (Notts, 

because either the boys themselves did | Mansfield) said he moved the reduction 


Admiral Field. | 
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of this Vote in order to afford the House 
an opportunity of protesting against the 
action of the present Government in 
restoring the grant to King’s College, 
after it had been withdrawn by the late 
Government, and withdrawn with the 
sanction of the late Parliament. He had 
not a word to say against King’s College 
as an educational institution. It 
probably deserved all that was said of it 
for its efficiency and usefulness ; but, so 
far as a right to share in a Parliamen- 
tary grant was concerned, it was open 
to the fatal objection that it was a dis- 
tinctly sectarian institution. All the 
other colleges participating in the grants 
given under this Vote opened their doors 
freely to all professors, teachers, and 
students without imposing upon them 
any theological or ecclesiastical tests ; 
but at King’s College no person who 
was not a member of the Church of 
England was competent to fill any office, 
except the Professorships of Oriental 
literature and modern languages. To 
quote from a speech of Lord Herschell in 
the House of Lords a few nights ago— 


‘Under the system now pursued at King’s 
College, a new Professor, though of the highest 
possible capacity, must be set aside if he isa 
Presbyterian, for instance, in favour of one of 
far less capacity and reputation, because he is 
not a member of the Church of England.” 


And that the practice of the College cor- 
responded with the theory was shown by 
the letter of a civil engineer which 
appeared in the Daily News a short time 
ago ; the writer stating that he had been 
a student of the College, and wished to 
become a professor of engineering, but 
was informed that he could not be 
appointed if he were not a member of 
the Church of England. Now that was 
distinctly opposed to the policy adopted 
by Parliament when, after a lengthened 
agitation, it passed the University Tests 
Act of 1871, which enacted that— 


‘No person shall be required to subscribe any 
article or formulary of faith, or to make any 
declaration, or take any oath, respecting his 
religious belief or profession,” or “ to belong to 
any specified denomination.” 


The exclusive character of King’s College 
was not only opposed to the principle of 
that Act, but it had been condemned by 
authorities of great weight on purely 


educational grounds. This was a pas- 
sage contained in the late Duke of 
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Devonshire’s Commission on _ scientific 
instruction :— 


“With regard to King’s College, we would 
further suggest that the College should apply 
for a new Charter, or for an Act of Parliament, 
with a view of cancelling the proprietary rights 
of its shareholders, and of abolishing all re- 
ligious restrictions (so far as any such exist) on 
the selection of professors of science, and on the 
privilege extendings to students of science. 
We consider that any grant of public money 
which may be made to King’s College should be 
conditional on such a reconstitution of the 
College as should effect these objects.” 


[10th August). 


The Commissioners were not opponents 
of King’s College, and certainly were 
not opponents of the Church of Eng- 
land ; for they included, besides the then 
Duke of Devonshire, the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, Professor Miller, a Professor 
of King’s College, Professor Stokes, 
and Sir John Lubbock. This weighty 
advice of the Commissioners was not 
taken ; for, when King’s College ob- 
tained its new Act of Incorporation, 
these restrictions were not, as they then 
might have been, removed, but the 
authorities of King’s College deliberately 
resolved that it should remain a de- 
nominational institution. The question 
might be asked, How came King’s 
College to become a recipient of a Par- 
liamentary grant ? and that brought him 
to the Parliamentary history of the 
question. The grant neither originated 
with, nor received the saction of this 
House. In 1889 Parliament voted a 
lump sum for universities colleges in 
Great Britain, and the then Government 
appointed a Committee of four persons 
to advise them as to the best mode of 
distributing the grant, and they recom- 
mended its distribution for the next five 
years among 11 colleges ; one of them 
being King’s College, and the amount 
allocated to it being £1,700 a year. 
In 1892 a second Departmental Com- 
mittee was appointed to report as to the 
results of the grants, and to consider 
whether they should be increased, 
diminished, or withheld. The Report 
of that Committee contained this very 
significant addendum, which was signed 
by the present Member for the Univer- 
sity of London and by Sir Henry Roscoe, 
formerly a well-known Member of this 
House :— 

“*We have not dissented from the recom- 
mendation of the Committee that King’s College, 
London, should be included in the grant to Uni- 
versity Colleges, because we understand that 





551 Supply 


referred to this Committee. But we desire to 
record our view that King’s College, being by 
its constitution a strictly denominational insti- 
tution, so far as relates to its governing body 
and its teaching staff, stands in a position 
differing from that of the other Colleges dealt 
with in this Report; and we reserve our own 
freedom of action on the subject, as Members 
of the House of Commons, in case the question 
of the right of King’s College to participate in 
the grant should hereafter be raised in Parlia- 
ment.’” 

When this Report appeared, he called 
the attention of the House to the sub- 
ject, and the late Government promised 
to take it into consideration. The result 
was that, when a third Departmental 
Committee was appointed, they were 
instructed that they would— 

‘¢be bound by the principle that a share in the 
grant cannot be for any college in which any 
denominational or religious tests are, or can be, 
demanded from, or are applicable to, any mem- 
ber of the teaching staff (other than theological 
teachers), or any of the students.” 


But while the Committee necessarily 
reported against the continuance of the 
grant, they acted with the greatest con- 
sideration towards King’s College, for 
they further reported as follows :— 


“The Committee, bearing in mind that it is 
not improbable that King’s College may take 
steps to remove the denominational tests which 
now apply to most of its chairs, have thought 


that, without finally excluding it, the principle | 
laid down in the last paragraph of the Terms of | 
Reference may be carried out, by provisionally | 


retaining’ King’s College in the list for a grant 
of £1,700, contingent, however, upon its re- 
moving the tests from all its teachers (other 
than theological) within the present year.” 

This was a second, and still more serious 
warning to the authorities at King’s 


harmony with the liberal spirit of the 
times—| ironical cheers|—but what had 
they done? They first of all resolved 
to abide by their narrow constitution, 
and therefore to abandon the grant. 
Then they appealed to the supporters of 
the College to either raise an additional 


ment fund. 
not appear to be willing to pay so high 
a price for the retention of ecclesiastical] 
tests ; for after repeated appeals during 
many months, he believed that only 
about £25,000 was promised. 
came an event which had proved a most 
fortunate one, not for King’s College 
only, but some other vested interests 
also. The present Government came 


Mr. Carvell Williams. 
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into office—[Ministerial cheers] —and 
forthwith King’s College appealed to the 
new Government to undo the work of 
its predecessors by restoring the grant. 
And they complied with the request so 
promptly that as early as the 3rd. of 
October last there was adopted a Trea- 
sury minute which, without assigning 
any reason for adopting such a course, 


stated that ‘‘My Lords have decided 


that the College may be placed in enjoy- 
ment of its share of the grant next year 
without stipulation as regards tests.’ 
So, unless the House saw fit to adopt 
the Amendment which he was about to 
move, King’s College would keep its 
grants and keep its tests also. Not only 
so, but it was likely to draw more money 
from the national Exchequer ; the Gov- 
ernment having appointed a Committee 
to consider the advisability of increasing 
the amount annually voted to university 
colleges. He protested against such a 
reversal of a policy which had been de- 
liberately sanctioned by Parliament, and 
which was, he believed, in harmony with 
the opinion of the country, and in the 
hope that the Committee would respect 
that opinion and maintain a liberal 
educational policy, he moved that the 
present Vote be reduced by the £1,700 
proposed to be voted to King’s College. 
*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 
8.) said that in August last he drew the 
attention of the House to the rescission 
of the grant to King’s College, and 
elicited from the Secretary of the Trea- 


isury the promise of its renewal, which 


had since been fulfilled. [‘‘ Hear, hear !”] 


rities at ng S| He reminded the House that the hon. 
College to bring the institution into| 


Member who had just moved the reduc- 
tion admitted he had not a word to say 


against the utility of King’s College or 


against its educational efficiency, which 
was tested by special inspection under 
the direction of the Treasury, as a con- 
dition of the grant. Yet King’s College 


had lost through the action of the late 


£3,000 a year, or £100,000 as an endow- | Government in two years £3,000, which 


But their supporters did| went towards its educational work in 


science and art alone, for this was the 
most costly of all instruction, owing to 
the expense of apparatus, etc. Now, he 
defended the grant on the ground of the 


Then | service which King’s College rendered 


to the State. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The 
necessities of the State required that this 
grant should be made. Why had it been 


hemoaes ? On principle—because it was a 
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Church of England institution! A French 
Statesman once said, ‘‘ Perish the colo- 
nies rather than principle!’’ In this 
case to refuse this Vote would be to 
proclaim a principle and at the same 
time to do that which was unjust 
to the institution and disadvantageous 
to the State. This was no principle, 
but a want of principle, against which, 
in the name of principle, he protested. 


appealed to the policy of Parliament and 
to precedents. But was he right ? Parlia- 
mentary grants were made to elementary 
schools, and yet they were distinctly, in 
many cases, denominational institutions, 
and both sides of the House now con- 
ceded that more must be given to them ; 
and the same remark applied to the 
grants to the training colleges and to 
denominational colleges in Ireland. 
[‘* Hear, hear!’’] What was done at 
King’s College, moreover, was done 
under the authority, and according to 
the requirements, of its Act of Parlia- 
ment, and, therefore this expressed the 
policy of Parliament gua King’s College. 
|‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] King’s College had 
now, as many of them on its Council 
had long demanded, a conscience clause, 
and he hoped this improvement would 
be followed by others ; though, perhaps, 
the conscience clause might be wltra vires 
the King’s College Act of Parliament. 
For he was ready to admit, as a friend 
of King’s College and a former member 
of the Council, that he thought the 
theological tests imposed were unwiseand 
wrong, and he and several others had 
resigned from the Council rather than, in 
the interest of the College and education, 
be parties to the continuance of them 
and to other things. [‘ Hear, hear ! ”] 
The staff, too, had been much opposed 
to them. He thought that what was 
good enough for Oxford and Cambridge 
was good enough for King’s College. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] To that extent he 
agreed with his hon. Friend opposite. 
More than that, he knew the tests were 
illusory, and they tended to exclude the 
conscientious and admit the unconscien- 
tious or indifferent. [‘ Hear, hear !”] 
He could, for instance, name one Pro- 
fessor who was tried for heterodoxy as a 
Professor, but he became a teacher in 
the College, the tests notwithstanding. 
But in his opinion his hon. Friend 
exaggerated somewhat the practical 
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effect of these tests. He knew of no 
case of real exclusion by reason of them, 
though he had been told they had oc- 
curred, and, if it were so, it was, of 
course, of serious moment educationally. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ And he was of 
opinion that when King’s College, as it 
did, forewent the tests in the case of its 
teachers of foreign and Oriental languages, 


| it surrendered the whole case for the tests 
[‘‘Hear, hear!”] His hon. Friend had also | 


so far as the secular, as distinguished 
from the theological, departments were 
concerned. [‘‘Hear, hear!’’] But 
while making these concessions, he still 
defended the grant on _ educational 
grounds and for the State. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear!’’] In this country we needed 
much greater provision for the higher 
scientific and secondary education. The 
two years’ arrears of £3,000 ought, in 
fact, to be paid, and the grants to 
the University Colleges ought to be 
at least doubled, as had been recom- 
mended by a Committee, { Hear, hear |” 
Vast branches of trade were actually 
being diverted from our country, and 
there was great difficulty in keeping our 
commerce owing to the want of higher 
scientific and art instruction, to say 
nothing of higher personal considerations 
and of individual happiness and power. 
In many instances we were following 
upon instead of leading other nations 
In Germany, since the war, they had 
restored the University of Strasburg, 
which had cost £800,000 and which had 
an income of £60,000 or £70,000 a year, 
and each of the eight departments of 
which was larger than the very best 
modern university college that could be 
named in this country. He thought he 
might say that the fees paid by the whole 
of the students at the German universi- 
ties were not more than were paid in fees 
at King’s College and University College 
alone. Only the other day at the Society 
of Arts they had to offer a prize as an 
inducement to the study of photo- 
gravure, because it was found that 
pictures were being sent out of this 
country to be reproduced in Germany, 
and they advisedly concluded that this 
was due to the defect of scientific 
and technical education. In many 
chemical and metallurgical processes we 
were much behind our German competi- 
tors. In France, in Paris, at the Univer- 
sity, many were holders of perfectly free 
and open studentships, and the total cost 
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toeach student of education inscience each 
year did notexceed £5. Hence in Paristhe 
university had nearly 18,000 students, 
und crowded class rooms, while 2,000 
went out annually in law, compared with 
our five-and-twenty LL.B.’s at the 
University of London. What we wanted 
here was a university which was in ac- 
cordance with the type and requirements 
of the day for a great commercial com- 
munity, and not merely starved and 
limited colleges. In Scotland, for ex- 
ample, £42,000 a year was given in 
aid of university work, and last year 
£13,000 was given for the purpose of 
university buildings in Aberdeen. In 
Wales £44,000 was given, while in Eng- 
land only £15,500 was given for the uni- 
versity colleges, which were doing such 
good work for our manufacturing and other 
districts. So far, therefore, from reducing 
or refusing this grant, they ought really 
to increase it. The teaching work of 
the Metropolis ought also to be co- 
ordinated, and, by joint arrangements 
between King’s, University, and other 
Colleges, much economy of both pecuniary 
and educational effort might be effected, 
and with more liberal aid, we might 
emulate the national and international 


success of Gresham College, during the 
time when our commerce was being built 
up, which was crowded out with students 
and led to the foundation of the Collége 


de France. [ Cheers. | 
Amendment, by leave withdrawn ; 
Resolution agreed to. 


27. “That a sum, not exceeding £52,738 (in- 
cluding a Supplementary sum of £27,550), be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 38lst day of March 1897, for sundry 
Colonial Services, including certain Grants in 
Aid, and Expenses incurred under ‘ The Pacific 
Islanders’ Protection Act, 1875,’ and certain 
Charges connected with South Africa,” - 


*Sir C. DILKE referred to a special 
grant made last year for Newfoundland 
and expressed the hope that the matter 
was closed. As to the West India 
Islands, he said that last year the 
Colonial Secretary suggested that 
probably it would be his intention in 
future to make certain proposals with 
regard to the development of the 
resources of the islands. The prosperity 
of the islands was increasing, and a 
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very considerable increase of trade, on 
the whole, had taken place in the last 
two or three years. He hoped that this 
progress would be continued ; but the 
systems of government in those islands 
were varied and not altogether satisfac- 
tory. About a half of them either had 
a nominated system of government or 
a joint system of nomination and 
election, and there were several islands 
in which there was a_ representative 
element. But local circumstances in the 
different islands did not explain that 
variety of representation, and he sug- 
gested whether the Colonial Office could 
not see its way to introduce the elective 
element more largely than at present 
and to follow the example of Martinique 
and Guadeloupe. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said that 
the question was a large one which could 
not be entered fully into now. He 
could not altogether accept his right hon. 
Friend’s statement as to the state of 
prosperity in the Windward Islands ; 
but undoubtedly the sugar industry, 
which was of the greatest possible impor- 
tance to them, was in a very precarious 
position. By extending the number, 
differentiating the quality and character 
of the productions in those islands, there 
might be hopes of finding another 
industry which would restore them to 
their old condition. As to the compari- 
son suggested between the French 
islands and our own, he did not feel 
himself to be in a position to follow that 
subject up. He was advised that the 
institutions in the French islands, 
though apparently on the surface called 
liberal, were nevertheless so limited by 
official and other restrictions, that the 
home Government, and above all the 
authority appointed by the home Goy- 
ernment, retained in its hands a very 
large amount of control—larger, in fact, 
he was assured, than some which was 
governed as a Crown colony. The con- 
stitution of those islands differed 
materially, but if he were asked to say 
which constitution was the best he 
should hesitate to say. To speak of an 
elective system of representative Govern- 
ment as though it meant what we under- 
stood it to mean in the United Kingdom 
was absurd ; in the West Indian Islands 
it meant nothing of the kind ; it meant 
a Government by oligarchy. It was not 
proposed by any persons interested in 
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those islands that a representation fair, 
full, and equal should be given to the 
coloured population. 
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should be considered at the earliest 
| possible moment, so that there might be 


As long as that! sufficient time before Saturday for com- 


was the case it was absurd to speak of | 'pleting the negotiations with reference to 


representative government. 


What those | ‘the Bill. 


The matter was in their hands. 


gentlemen meant was that the voting | 'To make sure that the Amendments of 
power should be given to a small portion | that House to the Lords’ Amendments 
of the population only. As a matter of | should go to the House of Lords without 
fact, the interests of the majority were | delay, they must make provision for the 


at present represented by the Colonial | _prolonged sitting to-morrow. 
He thought in some cases the | not anticipate that the Lords’ Amend- 


Office. 
liberality of the constitution had gone 
too far, as for instance, in giving too | 


He did 


but it was 
“for possible 


ment would take very long 
desirable to provide 


much power to the oligarchy as opposed | contingencies. 


to 


the disinterested control of the | 


Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) said 


Colonial Office in the interest of the! that it would be convenient if notice 


population. 


Resolution agreed to. 


WAYS AND MEANS—[1l0tTH AUGUST]. 
Resolution reported,— 
“That towards the Supply granted to Her 
Majesty for the service of the year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1897, the sum of 


£35,709,841 be granted out of the Consolidated 
Fund of the United Kingdom.” 


Resolution agreed to. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIATION) 
BILL. 

Bill to apply a sum of the Consolidated 
Fund to the service of the year ending on 
the thirty-first day of March, One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-seven, and to 
appropriate the Supplies granted in this 
Session of Parliament, ordered to be 
brought in by Mr. James William 
Lowther, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and Mr. Hanbury ; presented 
accordingly, and read the First time; to 
be read a Second time to-morrow. 


SITTING OF THE HOUSE (WEDNESDAY). 
THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY moved: 


“That the Government Business be not in- 
terrupted to-morrow at half-past five or six 
o'clock, and may be entered upon at any hour 
though opposed.” 


Hon. Members, he said, hoped that the 


end of the Session was in sight. In 
order that their hope might be fulfilled 
it was very necessary that the Lords’ 
Amendments to the Irish Land Bill 
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could be given in the Order Paper to- 
morrow of the Lords’ Amendments which 
the Government intended to agree with 
and of those with which they proposed 


‘| to ask the House to disagree. 


*Sir C. DILKE asked whether the 
Appropriation Bill would have the first 
place on the Order Paper? It was 
an almost unbroken custom that the 
Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill should be the first Order on the 
Paper. On occasions when that cus- 
tom had been departed from, it was 
stated that it would be sufficient if the 
Third Reading of the Measure were 
set down as the first Order. Before sit- 
ting down, he wished just to refer to the 
extent to which the House had been over- 
worked during the past few weeks. The 
hours during which the House had been 
kept at work were, he believed, unprece- 
dented. [“ Hear, hear !”| 

Tue FIRST LORD or tae TREA- 
SURY admitted that the hours of work 
had been longer than he had anticipated 
they would be when he asked the House 
to suspend the Twelve o’clock Rule. He 
did not, however, think that the fault lay 
with the Government ; but he would not 
go further into that question. In reply to 
the hon. Member for East Mayo, he said 
he believed it was not usual to give 
notice of the intentions of the Govern- 
ment with regard to Lords’ Amendments 
before they were considered. He would, 
however, see what could be done to meet 
the views of the hon. Member. On the 
whole, he thought it would be more conve- 
nient if the Appropriation Bill were put 
down as the second Order to-morrow. If 
it were given the first place it would be 
in the power of any hon. Member who 
desired to make a long speech on the 


U 
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Bill to prevent the House from dealing; man was absent, he thought he should be 
with the Land Bill, which was a pressing | justified in moving to report Progress. 
subject. He undertook to consider) Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
whether he could give a pledge that the; CHEQUER hoped the hon. Member 
Third Reading of the Bill should be set} would not move to report Progress. The 
down as the first Order for Friday. His | Amendment could be explained on 
decision, however, depended upon events | Report. 
which he could not fully foresee and over; Mr. PICKERSGILL did not think 
which he could exercise no control. |that a postponement of the Committee 
\stage would jeopardise the fate of the 
| Bill. He should therefore move to 
report Progress. 


| *Tus CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wopenovse) 


‘ r \said that having regard to the late 

Fe aeaeret: ee gpa ee of the Session, he was unwilling 
aE : a ee | to put the Motion. 

oe time, and passed, with Amend. | Sirk W. HARCOURT thought the 

— 'Amendment ought to be deferred until 

the Report. It was very unusual that an 

BURGLARY BILL [1.1] | Amendment should be moved when noone 

; Re é [x-1.}, | was present to explain it. : 

Considered in Committee. | Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 

{Mr. E. R. Wopenovuse (Bath), in the | CHEQUER doubted whether there 


Chair. _would be another opportunity of moving 
5 | this Amendment if it were deferred. 

Clause 1,— | Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 

|Ricoarp WessteER, Isle of Wight), who 

TRIAL FOR BURGLARIES AT QUARTER | had just entered the House, apologised 

SESSIONS. \for his temporary absence. He ex- 

(1.) A court of quarter sessions shall, not- | plained that difficulties might arise as to 


withstanding anything in the Quarter Sessions|¢he legal meaning of the expression 
Act, 1842, have jurisdiction to try a person with | ¢¢ ie ™ Ti. was cbtious that o beneler 
burglary. | si % : o* 


fs ins »” + 

(2.) A justice of the peace when committing | with 4 eed _— do b = 
for trial a person charged with burglary shall,|¢Xecution as one armed with other 
nevertheless, commit him for trial before acourt | weapons. He held that it would be 
of assize unless, owing to the absence of arms,| best to throw the responsibility of 


of personal violence, or of any circumstances | deciding whether a case should go toa 
which make the case a grave or difficult one, he | “ 8 


thinks it expedient, in the interests of justice, | Court of Quarter Sessions upon the com- 

to commit him for trial before a court of quarter | mittiag magistrate. 

sessions, and in that case notice of the committal 

shall be sent to the Director of Public Prosecu- | 

tions, and the Assizes Relief Act, 1889, shall | 

apply. | Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 
Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX-|to omit from the clause the words 

CHEQUER (in the absence of the | providing that notice of a committal to a 

Attorney General) moved to leave out Court of Quarter Sessions must be sent 

the words “of arms, of personal vio-| to the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

lence, or ” | He explained that to send such notice in 
Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal every case would involve unnecessary 

Green, 8.W.) : thought it desirable that delay. 

some of the words proposed to be left out | 

should remain in. He should like the; Amendment agreed to; Clause, as 

words “absence of arms” to be kept in,|#™mended, ordered to stand part of the 

but he did not care about the preserva- | Bill. 

tion of the words “ personal violence.” oe 

He thought they ought to have some | Clauses 2 and 3 ordered to stand part 

5 > |of the Bill. 

explanation of the reasons for the| 

Amendment from the Attorney General,| Bill reported, with Amendments; as 

and as the honorable and learned Gen-'| amended, to be considered To-morrow. 
First Lord of the Treasury. | 


Motion agreed to. 


Amendment agreed to. 
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LABOURERS (IRELAND) BILL. 

On the Order of the day for the con- 
sideration of the Lords’ Amendments to 
this Bill, 

Mr. DILLON asked whether he was 
to understand that the Government 


agreed to the Lords’ Amendments to the 
Bill ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
begged to move to postpone the con- 
sideration of the Amendments. 


Consideration of the Lords’ Amend- 
ments deferred till To-morrow. 


QUARTER SESSIONS (LONDON) BILL. 
Considered in Committee, and reported 
without Amendment. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed. 


WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACTS 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. E. R. Woprenouse (Bath) 
in the Chair. ] 


Clause 1,— 


EXTENSION OF POWERS UNDER 43 & 44 
vic. c. 35. 

From and after the passing of this Act the 
powers exercisable by the Secretary of State on 
application under Section eight of the Wild 
Birds Protection Act, 1880, shall extend to the 
making of an order prohibiting, for special 
reasons mentioned in the application, the taking 
or killing of particular kinds of wild birds dur- 
ing the whole or any part of that period of the 
year to which the protection of wild birds under 
that Act does not extend, or the taking or kill- 
ing of all wild birds in particular places during 
the whole or any part of that period. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS thought 
that the Committee were entitled to 
some explanation as to the object of 
this clause. 

Mr. BIGWOOD (Middlesex, Brent- 
ford) said that the clause was intended 
to extend the powers now possessed by 
the Secretary of State to make regula- 
tions for the protection of wild birds, the 
existing powers not being sufficient in 
certain parts of the year. The clause 
merely proposed to extend those powers 
over a further period of the year. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


{11 Avucusr 1896} 





Acts Amendment Bill. 


Clause 2,— 
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PUBLICATION OF ORDERS. 


Public notice of any Order made under this 
Act shall be given in the manner required 
by the Wild Birds Protection Act, 1894, with 
respect to orders made under that Act. 


Mr. DALZIEL asked whether the 
clause included under the head of wild 
birds other birds than those defined to 
be wild birds by previous Statutes ? 

Mr. BIGWOOD replied in the nega 


tive. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 3,— 


EXPLANATION OF 57 & 58 vicT. c. 24. 


The powers exercisable under the Wild Birds 
Protection Act, 1894, by the County Council of 
an administrative county are hereby declared to 
be exercisable by the council of a county 
borough, and any expenses incurred by the 
council of a county borough under that or this 
Act may be defrayed out of the borough fund 
or borough rate. 


Mr. BIGWOOD moved to insert, after 
the word “ borough,” the words 


“and any expenses incurred in a county borough 
under this Act shall be defrayed out of the 
borough fund or borough rate.” 


Amendment agreed to; clause, as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 4,-— 


PARTIAL REPEAL OF 43 & 44 vicT. 
c. 35. 8. 3. 

In Section three of the Wild Birds Protection 
Act, 1880, the words “for a first offence be re- 
primanded and discharged on payment of costs 
and for every subsequent offence” shall be 
repealed. 


Mr. LEWIS said that this clause 
appeared to make an important altera- 
tion in the last Wild Birds Protection 
Act. Perhaps the hon. Member in 
charge of the Bill would say why it was 
proposed to make that alteration. 

Mr. BIGWOOD said that it had been 
found necessary to increase the punish- 
ment of old offenders against the Act. 

Mr. LEWIS said that, unfortunately, 
the majority of offenders against the 
Act were young people. 
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Mr. BIGWOOD said that the clause] *Mr. W. E. M. TOMLINSON (Pres- 


merely authorised the seizure of traps, | ton), seated and with his hat on, said 

nets, ete. ‘that if these words were omitted the 
Sir W. HARCOURT said that the | clause would not work. 

Bill would inflict the same punishment) Mr. T. M. HEALY: Order, order! 

as to seizure of traps, etc., upon young | That is not a point of order. 

as well as old offenders. *Tue CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wopeuovse): 
Mr. T. M. HEALY thought that it The Committee have the right to decide 

would be better to withdraw the clause | the question submitted to them. 

altogether. Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: On 
Mr. BIGWOOD asked leave to with-| the point of order, Sir—— 


draw the clause. 


| An hon. MemBer: Order, order! Put 
your hat on.  [ Laughter. ] 


Clause negatived. 


| Tae CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
/'CHEQUER, amid general laughter, 


| passed the hon. and learned Member a 


Clause 5, — 


DEFINITION OF ‘‘ WILD BIRDS.” 


| hat. 

In this Act the expression “wild birds”) 1 ‘ 1 RENE a 
means all wild birds excepting such as are for | THE SOLICITOR GEN ERAL, seated 
the time being deemed to be included as game | and with a hat on, said that as he under- 
in any Act of Parliament then in force. | stood the Amendment it was to substi- 

. |tute for the words “grand jury cess” 
aw ordered to stand part of the | the words “poor rate.” If that was 
at |so the Committee would be in a very 
| difficult position. [Cries of “ Order !” 
Clause 6,— | I eat a 

? | Mr. T.M. HEALY, seatedand withhis 


hat on, submitted that this was a matter 


APPLICATION TO SCOTLAND AND 
IRELAND. 

(1.) This Act shall apply to Scotland with the 
substitution of the Secretary for Scotland for a 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to add to 
the clause the words— 

“And any expenses incurred in carrying this 
Act into effect in Ireland shall be defrayed out 
of the poor rate.” 


Mr. BIGWOOD said he had 
objection to the Amendment. 

Tut CHANCELLOR or tne EX- 
CHEQUER said the clause at present 
provided that these expenses should be 
defrayed out of the grand jury cess. 
The grand jury had nothing whatever 
to do with the poor rate, and they 
surely could not impose such an expen- 
diture upon them. The boards of guar- 
dians had to do with the poor rate. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY hoped the right 
hon, Gentleman would not make this 
Bill contentious. [Laughter.| He sub- 
mitted that it was only fair that the 
landlord should pay half the amount. 


“ Hear, hear.” 
’ 


no 


*Tue CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wopenovse) | 


having put the question that the words 


proposed should be added, 


| business to interfere. 





|for Debate, and not a point of order. 


*Toe CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wopenovse) 


| said that as he understood the Amend- 
/ment it would be open to the Committee 
| to strike out the words “ poor rate ” and 
| to insert the words “ grand jury cess” by 
| a subsequent Amendment. 


Question put, “That those words be 
there added.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 44 ; 
Noes, 149.—(Division List, No. 409.) 


Mr. T. M. HEALY moved that Pro- 
gress be reported. [Cheers.] The conduct 
of the Government had not been fair. 
They intervened in a Bill which was not 
a Government Bill. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who had robbed Ireland 
of three millions--[a laugh|—opposed 
their getting a division of the rates 
between the owner and the occupier. 
He held that the Government had no 
It was not their 
Bill. Why should the whole rate be 
placed on the unfortunate farmer, who 
had dothing to gain by this Bill? 

Sir W. HARCOURT said it was dis- 


_tinctly understood that Bills of this kind 
—— were to be advanced were to be 
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of a non-contentious character. Accord- 
ing to the decision which had been taken, 
no expenses could be provided for under 
the Bill from any source. The words 
proposed to be altered were-— 

* And any expenses incurred in carrying 
this Act into effect in Ireland shall be defrayed 
out of the grand jury cess.” 


{11 Aveusr 1896} 


566 


objection to Ireland’s being struck out 
of the Bill. 


African Committee. 


Motion to report progress by leave 
withdrawn ; clause, as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 


| 
| 


Bill reported, with Amendments ; as 
amended, to be considered To-morrow. 





The proposal was to strike out the words | 


“the grand jury cess.” [“No!”] Let 
them know how the question stood. | 
How was the question put? 


*Toe CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wopenovss): 


That— 


| 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 


Consideration of Lords Amendments 
| deferred till To-morrow., 


‘‘any expenses incurred in carrying this Act | 


into effect in Ireland shall be defrayed out of 
the poor rate.” 


[‘* Hear, hear ! ”] 


Sir W. HARCOURT: 


Quite so; 


POOR RELIEF (IRELAND) BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged ; Bill withdrawn. 


they had negatived the words, and they | 
could not put in poor rate or grand jury | 


cess. There was no provision for ex- 
penses, and, therefore, it was not nile 
while to proceed with the Bill. 
hear.”] It was quite plain that, having 
got into this impasse, the Government | 
ought to accept the motion to report 
progress. 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX-| 
CHEQUER said that the Leader of the 
House, who was absent for tie moment, | 
had said that these Bills were only to be | 
proceeded with if they were non-conten- 
tious. As a point of contention had | 


| * Hear, | | 


LONDON UNIVERSITY COMMISSION 
BILL [u.1.]. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 


S| diaticene ; Bill withdrawn. 


| BRITISH SOUTH AFRICAN COMMITTEE. 


On the Order for the nomination of 
| the Select Committee on British South 


| Africa, 


*Mr. SPEAKER said: The hon. and 


arisen it would be better to accept the | learned Member for North Louth has 
motion. [Cries of “No!”] /on the Paper an Amendment to the 
Mr. BIGWOOD said that the conten-| Government’s Motion to the effect that 
tion could be settled by leaving Ireland | the Committee do consist of 17 members. 
out of the scope of the Bill. The| I think it would be better if he moved 
Measure was mainly i intended to deal | that first as a separate Motion. 
with a nuisance in Middlesex and the | Mr. T. M. HEALY moved, “That 
other home counties. the Select Committee on British South 
Mr, T. M. HEALY said that he should | Africa do consist of 17 members” He 
not oppose that proposal, but he should | -had no wish to raise any contentions. 
like to hear a statement from the Chan- | But it would not be contested that the 
cellor of the Exchequer before with-| subject under consideration was one in 
drawing his Motion. | which the Irish Members had a valid 
Tuz CHANCELLOR or tue EX-| 'ground to intervene. The questior of 
CHEQUER said that he had endea- | ‘Africa was one in which they had taken 


voured to prevent the Bill from being|an interest for very many years; and 


turned into an absurdity. [Mr. Heaty: | the of the treatment of 
Catholics in the Transvaal greatly con- 
cerned them. In any committee of 
15 members on a subject in which the 
Irish Members were interested it had 
always been considered that the Irish 
Party were entitled to two Members. 


“ Everything in Ireland is an absurdity.” 
The proposal of the hon. Member was 
to intrust the power under the Bill to 
the grand jury, and to place the expenses 
on a rate over which the grand jury had 
no control. The Government had no 


question 
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The hon. Baronet, who proposed to give) Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: I agree 
the Irish Party only one Member, | with every word he said. [Laughter. | 

no doubt did so in a fair spirit;; Mr. DILLON said that, unfortunately 
but no other Committee likely to be! he could only speak for 71 Irish Mem- 
appointed for a very long time to! bers, and as such, on a Committee of 
come would have the same amount) 15 members, he was only entitled to ask 


African Committee. 


of importance for Ireland as_ this. 
The Boers were absolutely opposed to any 
concession to the Catholics. They 
refused to allow a Catholic to act even 
as a scavenger in Pretoria, and while he 
admired the gallant stand of the Boers— 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
only question before the House is 
whether this Committee shall consist of 
17 members. [ Laughter. | 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Yes, Sir; and 
with all submission to your ruling I was 
going to suggest a reason why the Irish 
Members as Catholics were entitled to 
more than one member on_ this 
Committee. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Gentle- 
man is certainly entitled to go into that 
question, but not into the opinions or ac- 
tion of the Boer Government. [ Laughter. | 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said that perhaps | 
he had wandered somewhat from the | 
But he held that in a Committee | 
of 15 members the Irish Party were | 


point. 


entitled to two members. They had 
only one on this Committee, having lost 


the second member owing to a concession | 


made by the hon. Member for East Mayo 
to the Opposition, and that being so, he 
thought the best way out of the diffi- 
culty was to enlarge the Committee to 
17 members. 

Mr. DILLON said the hon. Member 
for North Louth was slightly wrong in 
his arithmetic. The Irish Party in their 
present position were not entitled to two 
members on a Committee of 15. Time 
was when they were 85 men of one Party, 
and when their right to two men out of 
15 was recognised. But now the Irish 
party for whom he was entitled to speak 
consisted of 71 members—— 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: May I say that 
I spoke for Irish Nationalists of all 
sections? { Laughter. | 

Mr. DILLON: I wish the hon. 
Member for Louth could speak for Irish 
Nationalists of all sections. 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN 
kenny): Can you? [Zaughter.| 

Mr. DILLON: I was just going to 
say that I cannot. But can the hon. 
Member for North Louth? 


Mr. T. M. Healy. 


(Kil- 





| for one member and the thirteen-twenty- 
|second part of a man. [Laughter.] It 
was true that in the matter of the Belfast 
and Derry Committees the Leader of the 
Opposition had made a concession to the 
Trish Party by which their representation 
on those Committees was enlarged ; and, 
acting on the principle of give and take, 
/he had conceded the fractional part of 
‘the second man the Irish Party were 
|entitled to on the Committee to the 
| Liberal party. He disputed the assertion 
|of the hon. Member for North Louth 
that this Committee was for the Irish 
people the most important Committee 
'that had ever been appointed. He 
thought the Belfast Committee was of 
far greater importance to Ireland. 
| What had the treatment of the Catholics 
in the Transvaal to do with the Jameson 
raid or the administration of the Char- 
tered Company? [Mr. T. M. Heaty: 
“Oh, oh!”] The hon. Member for North 
Louth based his argument on the sup- 
position that the Irish Members num- 
bered 83. 
Mr. T. M. HEALY: Ireland is one 
| and indivisible. 

Mr. DILLON: That may be the 
experience of the hon. Member, but it is 
not mine. [Ministerial cheers and 
laughter.| I hope his words may come 
true before long. Continuing, the hon. 
Member said the hon. Member for North 
Louth wanted the hon. Member for East 
Donegal added to the Committee, while 

the Parnellite Members proposed to add 

the hon. Member for Waterford. Here 
was an instance of the indivisibility and 
oneness of the Irish Party. [J/inisterial 
laughter.| This was a condition of 
things he regretted, and nothing would 
give him greater pleasure than if he (or 
any other man) could claim representa- 
tion upon the Committee on behalf of all 
the Irish Nationalist Members. If the 
Government stood by their arrangement 
he should support them. If they in- 
creased the Committee to 17 he would 
not oppose it. 

Mr. P. O'BRIEN 


supported the 
Amendment, and hoped the hon. Mem- 
| ber for East Mayo might see his way to 


| 
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join with the hon. Member for North 
Louth in trying to secure full representa- 
tion upon the Committee for the Irish 
Party. Let the hon. Member for East 
Mayo, who at the last General Election 
gave away one of the Irish seats to the 
Liberal party, tear himself away from 
the Liberal party and assert the right of 
the Irish Members. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said _ it 
would of course be impertinent of him to 
interfere in any way with the difference 
of opinion that had arisen between the 
leaders of the Irish Nationalist Party. 
He had only to express the view of the 
Government on the Amendment of the 
hon. Member for Louth. In doing that 
he wished to say that he agreed with the 
premisses of the hon. Member for North 
Louth. They were two. In the first 
place, the Irish Party had as great an 
interest as any other section of the 
House in South African affairs. He 


had pointed out that they had a special 
interest to which he had referred. With 
that he agreed. He agreed, also, in his 
statement that, according to any arith- 
metical interpretation of the portions of 


the House, the portion allotted to them 
on the Committee was less than their 
full portion. But that was a matter 
which must be discussed separately, and 
did not necessarily involve any increase 
in the numbers of the Committee, because 
the point of the hon. Member was that 
on a Committee of 15 the Irish Party, as 
a whole, could fairly claim larger repre- 
sentation, and it was not necessary to 
increase the Committee to 17 to make 
that point good. When, in the first 
instance, he proposed the Committee, he 
expressed the opinion, which he believed 
was the opinion of the vast majority of 
the House, that in a matter of this kind | 
it was undesirable to commit the Inquiry 
to a large Committee, and that the 
smallest possible Committee which fairly | 
represented the House would be the! 
best thing; and when he stated his 


to PJ 
own opinion was in favour of a Com- 
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mittee of 13 he did not hear many 
voices raised that that would be too) 
many and that 11 would be sufficient. | 
Upon the representation of the Leader 
of the Opposition that it would be more | 
convenient and give a better represent- | 
ation if the Committee were enlarged to 


15, he agreed that the Committee should 
i 
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be 15, having already indicated his 
willingness to do so in moving it. He 
thought that was as far as the Govern- 
ment ought to be called upon to go. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!”] He considered it was 
practically an arrangement between the - 
two sides of the House, and on that 
ground it was impossivle for him to con- 
sent to any increase in that number. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!”| The Committee,there- 
fore, they proposed to the House was a 
Committee of 15. They had in arranging 
a Committee to deal with the represent- 
atives of the Opposition asa whole. It 
had never been customary to deal with 
separate sections. They officially took 
no notice of any divisions that might 
exist in the ranks of the Opposition. 
Looking at it from that point of view 
there was no doubt that the proportion 
was as accurate as could be made and 
wes, on the whole, against the Govern- 
ment rather than in their favour. The 
exact proportion of a Committee of 15 
was 44 2-3rds toone. Taking the number 
of the Government and their supporters 
at 408, that would give them 9 6-44ths. 
It would give to the Opposition as a whole 
5 38-44ths. So that the Opposition in 
taking six had 6-44ths more than they 
were entitled to, and the Government in 
taking nine had 6-44ths less than they 
were entitled to. [/aughter.] He did 
not think it was for him to examine into 
the proportions into which the six 
Members due to the Opposition should 
be divided. That was a domestic matter 
which, he thought, should be discussed 
at home-—[/aughter|—and he really did 
not venture to offer any opinion upon it. 
He thought he had done all he was called 
upon to do. He had shown in a Committee 
of 15 that nine for the Government was 
less than their proper proportion. [‘ Hear, 
hear!” 

Sir W. HARCOURT agreed that in 
the case of the arrangement of the Com- 
mittee the usual course had been taken, 
which was that the Leader of the Govern- 
ment should endeavour to arrive at an 
agreement which was likely to give 
satisfaction to the House. He came to 
the agreement with the Leader of the 
House, whom he was surprised not to see 
present, and, therefore, he supported the 
list as put down. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : I beg the 
right hon Gentleman’s pardon. I do 


African Committee. 
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not at all deny that the Leader of the 
Government was present when we came 
to that agreement, but he came to that 
agreement with me. [Cheers.] 

Sirk W. HARCOURT: If I may say 
so, this is a domestic matter. [ Laughter. | 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : No, that 
is not the case. It is a matter of fact. 
|Cheers.| The right hon. Gentleman is 
trying to separate me from my right hon. 
Friend. We are absolutely agreed. 
[Cheers.| The right hon. Gentleman has 
no right to comment upon the absence of 
my right hon. Friend who is absent, as 
he knows, because of important business, 
at the present moment—when I am 
present to answer for him. [Cheers. | 

Sir W. HARCOURT made the 
observation because he saw the Leader of 
the House in the Chamber not ten 
minutes ago. It was quite true he dis- 
cussed the matter with the Colonial 
Secretary, but he asked that a final 
decision should be given, and_ that 
decision was afterwards given to him by 
the Leader of the House. Under these 
circumstances he felt bound—and he 
should fulfil that obligation—to maintain 
the list of the Committee exactly as it 
was settled both in regard to its numbers 
and constitution. These arrangements 
could only be made in that way, and 
could only be carried out by both Parties 
adhering to them. [ “ Hear, hear!”] He 
should therefore vote with the right hon. 
Gentleman in support of the numbers he 
had proposed. 


Question put, “That the Select Com- 
mittee on British South Africa do consist 
of Seventeen Members”—(Mr. 7. WM. 
Healy)—put and negatived. 


The Attorney General, Mr. Bigham, 
and Mr. Blake nominated Members of 
the Committee. 


Motion made, and Question put, 
“That Mr. Sydney Buxton be one other 


Member of the 
William Walrond.) 
Mr. J. Chamberlain. 


Committee :”—(Sir 
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Mr. P. O'BRIEN moved to substitute 
the name of Mr. J. Redmond, on the 
ground that the Irish Party as a whole 
had not got proper representation. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY remarked that 
the propesition had been laid down by 
the hon. Member for East Mayo that he 
had no concern with the representation of 
Ireland as a whole in that House, and that 
his duty was concerned with hisown special 
flock. If so, he would find that flock 
growing smaller and smaller. { Lavghter.] 
He would appeal to the Tory Party, as 
Ireland was admittedly, on the word 
and faith of the Colonial Secretary, 
entitled to a second Member on this Com- 
mittee, to vote for this Motion. It was 
a matter of indifference to him, as an 
Trishman, whether the name be that of 
Mr. John Redmond or Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor. The point he took was that 
Nationalist Ireland was entitled to two 
Members. The first name that came up 
was Mr. John Redmond, and without 
any hesitatien he should support that 
name. Let the hon. Member for Mayo, 
if he pleased, vote for the restriction of 
Irish rights on this Committee, and 
support the name of Mr. Sydney Buxton 
as against that of Mr. John Redmond. 
That was a matter entirely for him, but 
those who had taken the point that on 
a Committee of fifteen Members Ireland 
was entitled to two took up a position 
that he conceived to be impregnable, and 
he appealed to the House as a whole to 
give them that fair play which the hon. 
Member for Mayo sought to deny them. 
In this matter the hon. Gentleman who 
spoke for the Irish Party had never con- 
sulted his colleagues. He had made his 
bargain without any consultation what- 
ever with his colleagues, and he had no 
business whatever to give away the 
numerical rights of Treland in a matter 
of this kind. 

*Mr. SPEAKER reminded the hon. 
Member that the question before the 
House was not the number of the Com- 
mittee, but whether the name of Mr. John 


Redmond or that of Mr. Sydney Buxton 
should stand. 


African Committee. 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY said he would 
endeavour to strictly obey Mr. Speaker’s 
ruling. He supported the name of Mr. 
John Redmond on the ground that it was 
the business of any Irish Member to 
take into consideration their position as 
Nationalists, and not their position as 
sectionalists. [Zaughter.| If the hon. 
Member for Mayo spoke as a sectionalist 
he was no doubt not in a position to 
demand that any more than one Member 
should be appointed, but if he spoke on 
behalf of Nationalist Ireland he was 
entitled to press for more than one. 
Whatever might be the hon. Member’s 
arrangement with the Opposition, he 
should cordially divide the House in 
favour of the hon. Member for Water- 
ford. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said he 
only rose to remind the House once more 
that in these matters the Government 
dealt with the Opposition as a whole, 
and that, in accordance with the usual 
practice in such cases, they received from 
them their nomination and they did not 
go behind them under these circum- 
stances. They had received from them 
in the usual way these names. They 
proposed to support these names, and if 
they were to do otherwise they would 
destroy altogether the foundation on 
which these Committees had been for a 
long while appointed. [Cheers.] 

Mr. THOMAS BAYLEY (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield) said that Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales had a little over 
200 Members of the 600 Members in 
that House, and on that basis they 
should have five Members, quite regard- 
less of party, on the Committee. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. Mem- 
ber’s observations would have been more 
in point on the question of the number 
of the Committee. They were not in 
point on this Motion. 

Mr. BAYLEY said it was perfectly 
clear that Ireland was entitled to two 
Members; and whether they were 
Nationalist Members or Members from 
the other side of the House was a do- 
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mestic arrangement. As a matter of 
fact, Ireland, as a whole, had been 
deprived of one Member, and Scotland 
had been deprived of one Member. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 181; Noes, 
20.—(Division List, No. 410.) 


On the motion “ That Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman be one other Mem- 
ber of the Committee,” 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said he did not 
propose to raise any opposition to this 
name—that of a most respected Member 
of the House—but he desired to propose 
Mr. Arthur O’Connor, a member of his 
own Party, upon grounds he need not 
explain. He gathered, however, it 
would not be in order to make that 
motion except as against the name of 
some gentleman who was to be nomi- 
nated. The last name on the list was 
that of the hon. Member for Dover (Mr. 
George Wyndham) and while he had no 
objection to the hon. Gentleman person- 
ally he would move to substitute for his 
name that of Mr. Arthur O’Connor. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. Mem- 
ber could not move to add a 16th member 
without first carrying a Motion that 
the number of members of the Com- 
mittee should be 16. He could not 
allow a Motion that the number should 
be 16, because he took the decision of the 
House against 17 as being substantially a 
decision in favour of 15. I£fhealloweda 
motion to increase the number to 16 he 
would have to allow one in favour of 18, 
19, or any other number. Therefore, if 
the hon. Member wished to propose a 
certain name, his only course was to 
move to leave out some name already 
suggested. 


Sir Henry Campbell - Bannerman, 
Mr. Secretary Chamberlain, Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Cripps, Sir 
William Hart Dyke, Mr. John Ellis, 
Sir William Harcourt, and Mr. Jackson 
nominated other Members of the Com- 
mittee. 


x 
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On the question “That Mr. Labou- 
chere be one other Member of the 
Committee,” 


Mr. HUBERT DUNCOMBE (Cum- 
berland, Egremont) moved, “ That the 
name of Mr. Labouchere be omitted and 
that of Mr. John Redmond inserted ”—a 
proposition that was received with some 
cheers on the Ministerial side below the 
gangway. 

Question put, “ That Mr. Labouchere 
be one other member of the Committee.” 


—(Sir William Walrond.) 


The House divided: — Ayes, 148; 
Noes, 48.—(Division List, No. 411.) 


Motion made, “That Mr. Wharton 


be one other member of the Committee.” 


—(Sir William Walrond.) 


Mr. T. M. HEALY moved that the 
name of Mr. Arthur O’Connor be sub- 
stituted. 


*Sirr E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
appealed to the hon. Member to with- 
draw his Motion. It was important 
that this should be an impartial Com- 
mittee. The Committee as a whole 
would, he thought, be rather disposed to 
carry out the views of the Colonial Office, 
which he did not entirely share. [Cheers 
and laughter.| Of the few independent 
members of the Committee whom they 
could rely on, he thought that the hon. 
Member for Ripon was one, and there- 
fore he appealed to the hon. Member to 
withdraw his Motion and oppose some 
other more objectionable member of the 
Committee—[laughter|—than the hon. 
Member for Ripon. 


Question put, “That Mr. Wharton be 
one other member of the Committee.”— 
(Sir Wiliam Walrond.) 


The House divided: — Ayes, 184; 
Noes, 10.—(Division List, No. 412). 


On the Motion “That Mr. George 
Wyndham be one other member of the 
Committee,” 
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Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE (Burnley), 
in whose name a Motion stood on the 
Paper to substitute the name of Mr. 
Arnold Forster for that of Mr. George 
Wyndham, said that the object with 
which he had put the Amendment down 
would be obvious to the House. It 
would be absurd to object to the presence 
on the Committee of gentlemen who were 
against the Company, if gentlemen who 
had expressed opinions favourable to the 
Company were allowed to serve. There- 
fore he thought it was proper to make 
the same objection to the name of the 
hon. Member for Dover as had been 
made to the names of Members holding 
opposite views. He proposed also to 
give further representation to opinion 
from Ireland. The House, however, had 
shown a very distinct desire to maintain 
the present representation of all opinions, 
and therefore he did not propose to press 
the Amendment. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said he was very 
glad that the hon. Gentleman did not 
intend to take a Division on his Amend- 
ment, as there was no gentleman he 
would like to see on the Committee more 
than the hon. Member for Dover. He 
hoped that the divisions which had taken 
place would be, if not a warning, at least 
an instruction to Gentlemen on the other 
side of the House that they had not 
heard the last of the matter. This 
Committee could not act this Session, 
and must be reappointed next Session, 
when he should certainly take the same 
action he had taken to-day. While 
saying that, he cordially supported the 
Motion that the hon. Gentleman, the 
Member for Dover, should be a member 
of the Committee. 


Motion agreed to, and 


Ordered, that Seven be the quorum. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 20th day of July 
last, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House 
without Question put. 


House Adjourned at Ten minutes 
before Twelve o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, 12th August 1896. 
House met at 11.15 p.m. 
Earu of Kintore chosen SPEAKER. 
House adjourned during pleasure. 
House re-assembled at 12.30 midnight. 


VEXATIOUS ACTIONS BILL [.1.]. 
Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with Amendments. The said Amend- 
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LIGHT RATLWAYS BILL. 
Returned from the Commons, with 
the Amendments agreed to. 





LONDONDERRY IMPROVEMENT BILL. 
Returned from the Commons, with 
the Amendments agreed to. 


House Adjourned at a Quarter 
before One o’clock, a.m., till 
To-morrow, a Quarter past 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| Four o’clock. 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, 12th August 1896. 


ments to be printed, and to be con-| 


sidered To-morrow.—{ No. 251.] 


QUARTER SESSIONS (LONDON) BILL. 


Brought from the Commons; Read 
1*; to be printed, and to be read 2* 
To-morrow ; and Standing Order No. 
XX XIX. to be considered in order to 
its being dispensed with.—( Lord Belper.) 
—{No. 252.] 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 

Returned from the Commons with 
several of the Amendments agreed to ; 
several others agreed to, with Amend- 
ments ; and several others disagreed to, 
with reasons for such disagreement ; 
and with consequential Amendments to 
the Bill. The said Amendments and 
reasons to be printed, and to be con- 
sidered To-morrow.—[No. 250.] 





LABOURERS (IRELAND) BILL. 

Returned from the Commons with 
several of the Amendments agreed to ; 
and with one Amendment disagreed to, 
with a reason for such disagreement. 
The said Amendment and reason to be 
printed, and to be considered To-morrow. 
—[No. 253.] 


VOL. XLIV. [rourrH sERIEs.] 


PRIVATL BUSINESS. 





CITY AND SOUTH LONDON RAILWAY 


B'LL. 


Lords’ Amendments considered (by 
Order). 

Sir JOSEPH SAVORY (Westmor- 
land, Appleby) moved to disagree with 
the Lords’ Amendment by which the 
clause preserving the church of St. Mary 
Woolnoth, in the City of London, was 
struck out, and a new clause was inserted 
by which the proceeds of the sale of the 
church should be handed over to the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. In the 
City of London, he said, there was a 
very strong feeling that this church, 
which was the central parish church, 
ought to be preserved. [‘ Hear, hear !”] 
First of all, it was an _ interesting 
historical monument. Before the Nor- 
man conquest this church was a Christian 
church, and had been so used ever since ; 
and, indeed, the earliest records in the 
possession of the Lord Mayor and Cor- 
poration showed that,even before that 
time, a Pagan temple stood on its site. 
The church was valuable not only as an 
historical monument but for the beauty 
of its architecture. Standing at the 
western end of Lombard Street, facing 
the Mansion House, and within sight of 
the Bank of England and the Royal 
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Exchange, it had a beautiful exterior, 
and its interior was also singularly 
attractive. And not only did they value 
the church as an historical monument 
and as the parish church of the City, 
but for the many remarkable men who 
had worshipped within its walls, and had 
been interred there in bygone centuries. 
An intense interest and affection were 
also felt for the church, owing to the 
remarkable men who had ministered 
within its walls—men like the Rev. John 
Newton, who was beloved by everyone 
who took an interest in the Church of 
England. This was not the first time 
that the Lord Mayor and citizens of 
London had been called upon to defend 
the church. In 1863 an attempt was 
made by the post office which adjoined 
the church, and which in former days 
used to be the General Post Office of the | 
City of London, to take the church in 
order to increase the size of the post 
office. Owing to the agitation and 
efforts then made by the Lord Mayor 
and citizens, the church was preserved. 
He earnestly hoped that they might 
again be successful in saving the church. 
All that the citizens asked was that the 
clause which was inserted in the House 
of Commons for the protection of the 
church should be reinserted. It might 
be urged that the rector of the church 
was in favour of its disappearance ; but 
the rector wrote a letter to The Times 
the previous day, in which he stated 
that he was utterly opposed to the church 
being destroyed. But the rector must 
be judged by his deeds rather than by 
his words. Early this year a largey 
meeting was held in the Mansion House, 
when resolutions were passed earnestly 
protesting against the destruction of the 
church, and petitioning that it might be 
saved. The rector declined to attend 
that meeting. The Church of England 
had rectors and clergymen, some of 
whom were of great benefit to those 
among whom they ministered; there 
were others who harassed and injured 
the flock among whom they dwelt. The 
rector of St. Mary Woolnoth lived at 
Hendon. The church, which was 
formerly open every day of the week, 
was now closed except on Sundays, and 
it was impossible for a clergyman living 
at such a distance adequately to minister 
to the flock whose spiritual care was 
intrusted to him. 





Sir Joseph Savory. 
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Mr. R. B. MARTIN (Worcester, 
Droitwich) supported all that the last 
speaker had said, but on other grounds. 
He wished to call the attention of the 
House to the gratuitous manner in which 
it was proposed to destroy what was 
practically one of the adornments of the 
City of London. He had no hesitation 
in saying that there was no building in 
the City of London which was so com- 
pletely suited to the position which it 
occupied, or was more universally ad- 
mired for the fine character of its 
‘exterior than the Church of St. Mary 
Woolnoth. He did not think that for 
the sake of a few pounds, none of which 
might find their way into the coffers of 
the Church, that such an ornament 
should be destroyed, when, in reality, 
they were endeavouring to beautify the 
City. The real history of the case was 
this. The railway company, which was 
not an undertaking likely to pay in the 
immediate future, was got up for the 
purpose of putting money in the hands 
of the promoters. A notice was served 
on the rector that the church would be 
within the limits of deviation, and an 
agreement was made to sell the church. 
A large Scotch banking firm wished to 
set up a high suite of offices over the 
railway, and in this way something 
might be done to reduce the cost incurred; 
but he maintained that no necessity 
existed for a station at this particular 
point. A station was absolutely not 
wanted, because there was a station 300 
yards on either side—one at the Bank of 
England and one at the Monument. It 
was, indeed, an excuse to get hold of the 
site for the contractors, who would be 
enabled to dig the soil out, and this, no 
doubt, would be a great convenience to 
them. Otherwise, there was no neces- 
sity for pulling down the church or 
destroying it. If the church was saved 
by the reinsertion of the clause, it would 
carry out the idea of the railway com- 
pany and would be quite as much as they 
could now expect. There was one 
objectionable feature in the Bill. It 
was that any extra expense to which 
they were put in reinstating the work 
was to be taken out of the compensation 
fund, for the right to make a station 
under the church. But there was 
nothing to show that the making of a 
station would not entail quite as much 
cost, by having to pull the church. 








581 City and South London {12 Au 


down and rebuilding it. Altogether, 
the whole affair was in a most 
unsatisfactory state. In an important 
matter of this kind the City were at the 
mercy of the contractors, who got into a 
place where they had no business to be 
without the permission of the central 
authority. He hoped that the House 
would reject the Amendment of the 
Lords. 

Sir JOHN KENNAWAY (Devon, 
E.), as Chairman of the Committee 
which considered the Bill, said that there 
was an undoubted feeling on the part 
of hon. Members that this object of 
historical interest should if possible be 
preserved. With thatview an Instruction 
was given to the Committee to consider 
what provisions could reasonably be made 
for its preservation. In accordance with 
that view a clause was inserted providing 
that the company should not purchase 
the church, but should make an under- 
ground station beneath it. That was 
passed with the consent of the railway 
company, and the Bill went to the House 
of Lords in that form. He understood 
the feeling which had been expressed by 
the hon. Baronet, but if the City con- 
sidered that it was aggrieved, they had 
only themselves to blame, for they al- 
lowed the railway company a few years 
back to obtain possession of the church, 
and the company had enjoyed the power 
to pull it down for the last five years. In 
the House of Lords the rector was al- 
lowed to go in and do what he liked, and 
apparently the City did not interfere in 
the way they might have done. He took 
exception to what the last speaker said 
that those railways were not of impor- 
tance. Those who had to do with the 
communcications of London, and on whom 
the responsibility was thrown of deciding 
what reasonable communications were 
necessary for the enormous population of 
the metropolis, felt that there were few 
points which came before them of more 
importance than the fact as to how this 
traffic was to be carried. Further, the 
undertaking should not be cited as a 
speculative one, because a great public 
benefit was conferred by it. It was of 
great importance that the House should 
be careful not to inflict an injustice in 
this matter on a railway which had en- 
deavoured to meet the obligations thrown | 
upon it by Parliament. If this clause 


was struck out, and the Amendment was 
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accepted in another place, he hoped that 
whatever happened the railway company 
would not be deprived of the Bill. 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS (Mr. J. W. Lowrner, Cumber- 
land, Penrith), thought that the hon. 
Baronet had called the attention of the 
House to an important factor in connec- 
tion with the Bill. Supposing the House 
now reinstated the clause and the Bill 
went back, and was either not accepted 
there, or if the company refused to pro- 
ceed with the Bill, what would be the 
effect on the church? The hon. Baronet 
had pointed out that under a former Act, 
of which this Bill was really an extension, 
the company already had the power to 
take the church. They had already 
issued a notice to treat to the rector and 
churchwardens with regard to the church. 
He thought that their powers expired 
about the 24th of this month, and they 
had issued their notices to treat. If, 
therefore, the Bill did not go through, 
the company had still practical posses- 
sion of the church. They might there- 
fore consider that the church had gone. 
It was possible, however, that the rail- 
way company might accept the Bill with 
this clause reinstated. He did not know 
what the company would do, because they 
had not instructed him one way or the 
other, but it was possible that the 
promoters and the House of Lords 
might say that they would accept 
the Bill with the clause reinstated. 
It was obvious that the hon. Baronet 
the Member for the Appleby Division of 
Westmorland really voiced the general 
view of the House, which was that the 
House was anxious to retain this church. 
It was built by a famous pupil of Wren’s, 
and was an object of some artistic, and 
he might almost say historical, value to 
the City. Atany rate they would rather 
see this church on the site than a big block 
of buildings. On the whole he thought 
the House might wisely reinsert the 
clause and take the risk of the com- 
pany’s refusing to proceed with the Bill. 
In the other House this clause was 
struck out apparently at the instigation 
of the rector, without his having con- 
sulted the churchwardens. That was 
unfortunate, and by introducing this 
clause they would show that it was the 
opinion of the House that the church 
should be preserved ; and it was quite 
possible that, in these circumstances, the 
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Company might take the Bill as it stood, 
and that the church might be preserved 
to the public. 


Standing 


Lords’ Amendment disagreed with. 


Sirk JOSEPH SAVORY begged to 
move that Clause 7 be re-inserted. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Committee appointed to draw up 
reasons to be assigned for disagreeing 
with certain of the Lords’ Amendments. 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE URBAN 
DISTRICT COUNCIL BILL. 
Dr. R. FARQUHARSON (Aberdeen- 


shire, W.) moved — 


“ That, in the case of the Weston-super-Mare 
Urban District Council Bill, Standing Order 246 
be suspended, and that the Lords’ Amendments 
to the Bill be taken into consideration forth- 
with.” 


Motion agreed to. 


Lords’ Amendments agreed to. 


STANDING ORDERS. 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS rose to move a series of Amend- 
ments to the Standing Orders. He 
explained that they were for the most 
part drafting Amendments, and that 
many of them were now rendered neces- 
sary because there had been no Amend- 
ments to the Standing Orders for two or 
three Sessions. Some of these Amend- 
ments were designed to bring the 
phraseology of the Standing Orders into 
accord with the phraseology of the Local 
Government Act of 1894 ; but the object 
generally was to bring the Standing 
Orders of that House into accord with 
the other House. He begged to move— 


Standing Order 1, line 18, after “Gas Work,” 
insert “Improvement charge, unless proposed 
in connection with a Second Class work to be 
authorised by the Bill.” 

Part II., Heading, line 4, after ‘‘ Tramroad,” 
insert “the term ‘lessee’ includes a person 
holding an agreement for a lease.” 

Standing Order 3, line 17, 
‘ Special.” 


Chairman of Ways and Means. 


leave out 
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Standing Order 5 :— 


Line 2, after ‘‘ products,” insert “of gas or 
sewage.” 

Line 3, after ‘‘ground,’” insert “ crema- 
torium.” 

Lines 5 and 6, leave out “ limits within,” and 
insert “lands in or upon.” 

Line 7, leave out “and,” and insert “ or.” 

Line 8, after “ ground,’’ insert “crema- 
torium.” 


Standing Order 9, 
“ sanitary.” 


line 6, leave out 


Standing Order 10 :— 

Line 3, after “subway,” insert “ when such 
Bill contains powers authorising any alteration 
or disturbance of the surface of any street or 
road.” 

Line 4, after “every,” insert “ such.” 

Line 4, after ‘‘ street,” insert “ or road.” 

Line 5, leave out from “along,” to ‘‘ subway,” 
in line 6, inclusive. 

Line 7, after “ street,” insert “or road.” 

Line 9, after “street,” insert “ or road.” 


Standing Order 11 :— 

Line 2, leave out “by which,” and insert 
“for power to take.” 

Lines 2 and 3, leave out ‘‘are intended to be 
taken or,” and insert “compulsory or for.” 

Line 4, leave out “is sought,” and insert “ or 
to impose an improvement charge on any lands 
or houses, or to render any lands or houses 
liable to the imposition.of an improvement 
charge.” 

Line 6, after “ all,’’ insert “ such.” 

Lines 6 and 7, leave out ‘‘so intended to be 
taken, or which may be taken as being within 
the limits of deviation defined upon the plan,” 
and insert ‘inquiring whether they assent, 
dissent, or are neuter in respect of such applica- 
tion.” 


Leave out Standing Order 12a. 
Standing Order 15 :— 


Line 4, after “ products,” insert “of gas or 
sewage.” 

Line 5, after “ground,” insert ‘“crema- 
torium.” 

Line 7, leave out “limits within,” and insert 
“lands in or upon.’’ 

Line 9, after “ground,” insert 
torium. ’ 


Standing Order 22 :— 


Line 9, after “section 3,” inseit 
Schedule A.”’ 

Line 10, after “case of,” 
schedule.” 

Lines 10 and 11, leave out “ Tramways situate 
within the area of the county of London.”’ 

Line 12, after “ Works,’ insert “urban 
district council” for “local board,” and “ rural 
district council,” for “ vestry, select vestry, or 
other body of persons acting by virtue of any 
Act of Parliament, prescription, custom, or 
otherwise, es or instead of a vestry or select 
vestry.” 


Standing Order 24 :— 
Line 4, leave out “by,” and insert “ under 
the powers of.” 


“ crema- 


“and 


insert “such 
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Line 4, leave out “are intended to,” and 
insert “ may.” 

Line 4, after “taken,” insert “ compulsorily.” 

Line 5, leave out “ Special. sd 

Line 7, leave out “ Special.” 

Line 7, leave out “connection with,” 
insert “respect of.” 

Line 35, leave out “ sanitary.’ 

Line 38, leave out “ sanitary.” 

Line 40, leave out “sanitary.” 


Standing Order 29 :— 

Line 4, leave out “intended to,” 
“are situate which may.” 

Line 5, leave out “are situate,’ and insert 
“compulsorily, or on which an improvement 
charge may be imposed, or which are rendered 
liable to the imposition of an improvement 
charge.” 

Line 6, after “ shall” insert “(subject to the 
provisions of Section 17 (7), of the Local Gov- 
ernment Act 1894).” 

Line 13, leave out “ Session.” 

Line 13, after “ clerk,” insert “ of the parish 
council.” 


Standing 


and 


and insert | 


Standing Order 29a :— 

Line 2, after “any,” insert “ urban authority 
in England or any.” 

Line 3, leave out “ England or.”’ 

Line 5, leave out “intended to, 
“are situate which may.” 

Lines 5 and 6, leave out “are situate,’’? and 
insert “ compulsorily, or on which an improve- 
ment charge may be imposed, or which are 
rendered liable to the imposition of an improve- 
ment charge.” 

Lines 7 and 8, leave out *‘ that Sanitary,” and 
insert ‘‘ the.’ 


”? and insert 


Standing Order 33, page 45, line 18, leave out 
“sanitary,” and insert “ urban.” 

Standing Order 33n, line 7, after ‘ county,” 
insert “‘ urban distiict, urban.” 

Standing Order 35, lines 2 and 8, leave out 
“the House,” and insert “ this House.” 

Standing Order 38 

Line 4, leave out “ sanitary.” 

Line 5, leave out ‘ sanitary.” 

Standing Order 39 :— 

Line 4, leave out ‘tat the same time,” 
insert “also.” | 

Line 8, after “on,” insert ‘‘ or before.” | 
Standing Order 40 :— 

| 


2 





and 


Lines 2 and 3, leave out “in the case of Bills | 
of the First Class.” 

Line 3, leave out “intended to,” and insert | 

“which may.’ 

Line 3, after “taken,” insert “ compulsorily, | 
or on which an improvement charge may be | 
imposed, or which are rendered liable to the im- | 
position of an improvement charge.” 

Line 4, after “shall,” insert “also.” 

Line 8, leave out “ shall,” and insert “ may.” 

Standing Order 46 :— 

Lines 3 and 4, leave out “in the line of the 
proposed Work, or within the limits of devia- 
tion as defined upon the Plan,” and insert 
“which may be taken compulsorily.” 

Line 5, leave out “special,” and insert “ im- | 
provement.” 
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Lines 5 and 6, leave out “a special,” 
insert “an improvement. + 

Line 6. leave out “in connection with any 
improvement.” 


Standing Order 60a :— 

Line 2, after “any,” 
council.” 

Line 3, leave out “ Local Board, Improvement 
Commissioners,” and insert ‘“ District Council.” 

Line 13, leave out ‘‘ and.” 

Line 15, leave out “sanitary, 
“urban.” 

Line 19, leave out “and,” 

Line 23, leave out “and.” 


insert “county 


” 


and insert 


Standing Order 61: 

Line 15, after “has,” insert “ (subject to the 
provisions of Section 17 (7), of the Local Gov- 
ernment Act 1894).” 

Line 18, leave out “ Session.” 

Line 18, after “of,” insert “the parish 
council of.” 

Line 19, after “and,” insert “ with.” 

Line 20, after “ which,” insert “ each.”’ 

Page 52, line 19, leave out “ be optional, and 
not ccmpulsory,” and insert “ not be necessary.” 

Standing Order 63, line 9, 


“2. Or empowering,” 
inclusive. 


leave out from 
to “thereof,” in line 17 
? > 


Standing Order 65, line 15, after “ thereof,” 
insert “or in which any such _ provisions 
originally contained in the Bill have been 
materially altered in that House, or by which 
any such poweis are conferred on any company, 
society, associaticn, or ce-partnership not being 
the Promoters of the Bill.” 


Standing Order 167 :— 


Line 12, and insert 

“ three.” 
Line 36, 

“may.” 
Line 40, leave out from “Jf in any case,” 


the end of the Standing Order. 


leave out “four” 


leave out “shall,” and _ insert 


to 


Standing Order 170a :— 
9 


Line &s 
Line 
Line 
Line 
Tine 


Line 
Standing Order 171 :— 


Line 1, leave out from the beginning of the 
Standing Order, to “ lease,” inclusive, in line 33. 
Line 34, leave out “the,” and insert “a.” 


Standing Order 172 :— 


leave out “Local Board, Improve 
and insert “ Districy 


after “acquire,” leave out “ or.” 
2, after “ lease,’ insert “ or work.” 
5, after “ constructed,”’ leave out “or.” 
, after “acquired,” insert “ or worked.” 
7, leave out “or.” 
8, after “lease,” insert “or working.” 


5 


Line 2, 

ment Commissioners,” 
Council.” 

Line 4, after “ jurisdiction of,” insert “the 
Board of Trade or,” 

Lines 5 and 6, leave out “ without the sanction 
of the Local Government Board.” 

Line 7, leave out from “ within,” 
in line 9, inclusive. 

Line 9, after “shall,” insert “except so far 
as the exercise of the borrowing power is made 


to “ Acts,” 


subject to the sanction of the respective Board.” 
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Standing Order 1834 :— 


Line 9, leave out “ sanitary.’’ 

Line 10, leave out “ sanitary.”’ 

Standing Order 188 :— 

Line 3, after “ products,” insert “of gas or 
sewage.” 

Line 4, after “ ground,” 
torium.”’ 

Line 6, leave out “limits within,’ 
“ands in or upon.” 

Line 7, after “ ground,”’ insert “crematorium.” 


insert ‘“ crema- 


, 


and insert 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that, with the 
consent of the House, he would put 
the Amendments en bloc. 


*Smr CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean) observed that a change 
which had been made in the House of 
Lords was not made here. It was as to 
notice to occupiers, and he thought the 
Lords ought to alter their Orders back 
again. 


Amendments agreed to. 


*THe CHAIRMAN 
MEANS moved the 
Standing Order, 458 :— 


oF WAYS aANpD 
following 


DEFINITION OF IMPROVEMENT 
OF IMPROVEMENT 


AND LIMITS 
AREA 

In the case of Bills containing power to im- 
pose on any lands or houses, or to render any 
lands or houses liable to the imposition of any 
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| TECHNICAL EDUCATION APPLICATION 
| OF FUNDS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES). 


Return [presented 11th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 357.] 


PIERS AND HARBOURS (UNITED 
KINGDOM). 


presented 11th August] to be 
No. 358.] 


| Return 
printed.— 


CIVIL SERVICE 
(TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT). 

presented 11th August] to be 
No. 359.] 


Return 
printed.— 


FLEETS (GREAT BRITAIN AND 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES). 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
[ordered 2nd June ; Sir Charles Dilke] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
—{No. 360.] 


new 


TAXES AND IMPOSTS. 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
[ordered 4th May; Mr. Goddard]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[No. 361.] 


charge in respect of any improvement, the plan | 


shall define the improvement, and also the im- | 


provement area (being the limits within which 


the charge may be imposed’, and, in the case of | 


a street improvement, the plan shall show in 
fizures the breadth of the street as intended to 
be improved, and the centre line of the street, 
and shall define the improvement area, com- 


prising therein all properties which, or any part | 
of which, are within a uniform distance from | 


any part of the centre line of the street, and 
such uniform distance shall not exceed three 
times the breadth of the street as shown on the 
plans, or where the breadth of the street is not 
uniform, three times the breadth of the narrowest 
part. 


Ordered, that the said Order be a 
Standing Order of this House.—(7he 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


EAST INDIA (BENGAL GAOLS). 
Return [presented 6th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 356.] 


SAVINGS BANKS, 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
[ordered 29th June; Sir John Leng]; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed.— 

[No. 362.] 

| 

| BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1883 (PROCEEDINGS). 
| Account presented,—showing the Re- 
‘ceipts and Expenditure on account of 
| Bankruptcy Proceedings during the year 
‘ended 3lst March, 1896 [by Act]; to 


lie upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
| [No. 363.] 


| 


| COMPANIES (WINDING-UP) ACT, 1890. 
| Account presented,— showing Receipts 
jand Expenditure on account of Pro- 
ceedings under the Act during the year 
ended 31st March, 1896 [by Act] ; to lie 
jupon the Table, and to be printed.— 


|b. 364.] 
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HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE AND COURT 
OF APPEAL, ETC. 

Copy presented,—of Account showing 
the Receipts and Expenditure in respect 
of the High Court of Justice and the 
Court of Appeal during the year ended 
31st March, 1896 [by Act] ; to lie upon 
upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[No. 365.] 
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propose to pursue with respect to these 
Amendments. This is all the more de- 
sirable, inasmuch as, following the usual 
practice, we have not ourselves placed 
upon the Paper the Amendments which 
we intend later on to move. The Lords’ 
Amendments extend to something like 
12 pages, and are very numerous, but 
the vast majority of them are practically 
drafting Amendments. Many of them 
Copy presented,—of Return for the| were inserted at the instance of the 
year ended 31st March, 1896, of the| Government in the other House, and 
Army and Navy Officers permitted, | with regard to those Amendments I do 
under Rule 2 of the Regulations drawn | not suppose that there will be much 
up under Section 6 of the Act, to hold difference of opinion or much discussion. 
Civil Employment of profit under Public There are, however, certain substantial 
Amendments in which the Government 
| are prepared to acquiesce. In this class 
I would include the new Tur! ary Clause, 

LOCAL TAXATION RETURNS | the first Sub-section of Section 1, and the 
(ENGLAND). | Amendments introduced in connection 

Copy presented,—-of Part IT.( Accounts with procedure on sale. There still re- 
of County Councils and Pauper Lunatic | mains a residue, not very large indeed, 
Asylums) ; Part ITI. (Municipal Borough | but important in character, which the 
Accounts, etc.) ; Part IV. (Accounts of Government cannot accept, at all events 


SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1887. 





Departments [by Act]; to lie upon the} 
Table, and to be printed.—[ No. 366.] 


Metropolitan Vestries 
Boards, etc.); Part V. (Accounts of 
Commissioners of Sewers, etc.) ; and Part 
VI. (Accounts of Highway Authorities 
in Rural Districts and Turnpike Trustees) 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—| No. 367.] 


ROYAL PATRIOTIC FUND. 
Report from the Select Committee, with 
Minutes of Evidence, brought vp and 
read ; 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—[ No. 368.] 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments considered. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY For 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp Batrovr, 
Leeds, Central) : Before the House pro- 
ceeds to the detailed consideration of the 
Amendments I thinkit will be convenient 
to hon. Members that I should indicate 
shortly the course that the Government 





and _ District | in the form in which those Amendments 


appear upon the Paper. I do not think 


| that their number extends beyond five 


or six. There isan Amendment which 
provides for an appeal in the case of 
estates sold to tenants in the Landed 
Estates Court. We are prepared to 
accept that Amendment in principle, but 
we shall move to it certain Amendments, 
the object of which is toprevent vexatious 
or frivolous appeals by persons who, 
perhaps, are but remotely interested, and 
who, being very likely men of straw, 
would not be able to pay the costs 
if the decree should be against them. 
Then there are three other Amendments 
detailed in pages 2 and 3 of the Lords’ 
Amendments. The first is in connection 
with the right of occupation vested in 
the tenant. That Amendment appears 
to us ambiguous; but we can see that 
the intention of it is not to prevent the 
occupation interest being taken into con- 
sideration as an element in the fixing of 
a fair rent, but to prevent any such 
interest being taken into consideration a 
second time. We do not think, if that 
is the intention of the clause, that the 
words are very well calculated to carry 
it out, and we shall therefore ourselves 
move words to carry out that view more 
distinctly and with less ambiguity. The 
next point is in connection with pasture 
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holdings. On that subject the Govern- 
ment are not able to give way. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”] We have inserted in our Bill 
the limit of £100, in place of the present 
limit of £50, and to that limit we intend 
to adhere. The third of the important 
Amendments is Lord Macnaghten’s 
Amendment to leave out Clause 5. 
Clause 5 was inserted in the Bill in order 
to provide that the term “ordinary 
agricultural farm” should not exclude 
pastoral or mixed farms. To this clause 
we continue to adhere, but if there exists 
any apprehension in the minds of hon. 
Members who are landlords that the 
Government proposes, under cover of this 
Amendment, that a person who is not 
using his holding bond fide as a farm is 
to be included in the benefit of the Act, 
we shall insert words to make it per- 
fectly clear that such a person shall not 
be included in the Act. Ihave now very 
briefly indicated what the course is we 
intend to pursue on the critical points 
raised by these Amendments. May I 
now say a few words in conclusion ? 
We introduced this Bill in the first 
instance believing it to be a just and 
reasonable Measure having regard to all 
the circumstances of the case. We tried 
to pass it through this House in an im- 
partial spirit, and T believe we succeeded. 
At all events, apart from the procedure 
clauses, it left this House substantially 
unchanged in any of its main principles. 
It went to the other House and there 
changes were introduced of which it 
must be said that they do in some sense 
substantially and materially alter our 
original Measure, and most of these alter- 
ations are to the tenants’ disadvantage. 
I do not complain of it. It is perfectly 
natural in the circumstances that the 
House of Lords should have inserted 
Amendments of that kind ; but I do most 
sincerely hope that if the House of 
Commons disagrees with these Amend- 
ments — especially the Amendments 
which I have already described—the 
House of Lords will accept that decision 
and that the Bill will be allowed finally 
to pass into law in the shape in which it 
will leave the Commons after this dis- 
cussion. If, unhappily that is not the 
case, and if in consequence the Bill will 
have to be dropped, I have not, the 
slightest doubt that it will be a calalnity 
to Ireland and a calamity not least to 
the landlords themselves. I think this 


Chief Secretary for Ireland. 


{COMMONS} 
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is a critical moment in the relations of 

Ireland, not only to the Unionist party, 
but to the Imperial Parliament itself. 
Nobody who has followed the changes 
that have taken place in Ireland during 
the last few years can have failed to note 
that there has been a very great change 
of feeling apparent there, and that the 
intense bitterness which existed some 
years ago has to a very large extent died 
down, at all events for the moment. 
Well, it appears to me that Parliament 
now has an opportunity which has not 
occurred for a considerable number of 
years, and which if now neglected, may 
perhaps, not occur again for a consider- 
able number of years. Are we going to 
take that opportunity? Are we going 
to seize that opportunity to reinforce the 
kindlier feelings which happily now pre- 
vail, or are we going to justify those who 
are only too ready to inculcate that most 
pernicious lesson that for an Ireland 
which is tranquil and peaceful, nothing 
is done, but that to an Ireland which is 
trammelled and disturbed and crime- 
ridden no concession is to be denied? 
That appears to me to be the issue not 
only that this House but Parliament has 
now to decide, and in arriving at its 
decision, I most sincerely pray that it 
may be wisely guided. [Cheers.] The 
right hon. Gentleman moved that the 
House do agree with the Lords in their 
first Amendment. 

Mr. VESEY KNOX (Londonderry) 
rose to move to insert after “ holding” 
the words “to which the Ulster custom 
does not apply.” 

*Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. 
Member would not be in order in 
moving the Amendment on the Paper. 
It opens up a general question which 
does not appear to be consequential 
to any Amendment by the Lords. 
Sub-section 1 has been struck out 
and practically re-enacted with certain 
alterations; out of some 23 or 24 
lines there are alterations in five or 
six lines only. The greater part, there- 
fore, of what has come down as an 
Amendment is really what both Houses 
have agreed upon, and in that part there 
can be no Amendment moved. This is 
an Amendment to a part to which both 
Houses have agreed. 

Mr. KNOX said his contention was 
that if the sub-section was read with 
the new schedule, which was not in the 
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Bill when it left the House of Commons, | would perhaps be to state in the schedule 
but was incorporated with the Bill by | what they meant, but, at the same time, 
the Lords at the end of the sub-section, | to declare that the schedule should not 
it entirely changed the nature of the affect the interpretation of the Act. If 
sub-section, and, therefore, it was a! they adopted that course they would un- 
question whether it was intended to!doubtedly be extending the area of 
apply to Ulster certain holdings pro-| agreement between the two Houses of 


visions which he contended were inappli- | 
cable to them. 
*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member | 
must move an Amendment of that 
description in the schedule. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork) | 
moved to amend the Amendment by 
striking out the words “the form set out 
in the first schedule to their Act, or in 
such other.” He said the Amendment 
did not strike at any matter of prin- 
ciple. He certainly had objections in 
principle, but in view of the desirability 
of making concessions on both sides he 
had not attacked the Lords’ Amendment 
as a whole. He did, however, submit 
that the latter portion of the Amend- 
ment was mischievous and dangerous, 
and he would propose to the Government 
that the form of the schedule should be 
left to the Land Commissioners to devise. 
It was perfectly plain that the schedule 


had been hastily drawn and put together. 
He submitted to the right hon. Gentle-' 
man the Chief Secretary, and to those 
who represented the Irish landlords, that 
the form referred to should be con- 


sistent with the sub-section. The Land 
Commission might be trusted to set down | 
all necessary particulars. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
it could hardly be said that the hon. 
Gentleman was not justified in the 
remarks he had made with regard to the 
form of the schedule. He hoped, how- 
ever, that the hon. Member would not 
press his Amendment at that moment, 
but would leave the matter to be dealt 
with subsequently, so that a form might 
be drawn up on the’ general lines of the 
schedule which would be free from 
difficulty, and which would form a general 
guide in the matter. 

Mr. KNOX said that although hon. | 
Members in that House might perfectly | 
understand the meaning of the right | 
hon. Gentleman, difficulties might arise | 
in the construction of the sub-section in | 
the Courts. In these circumstances he | 
thought that it would be impossible to 
leave the words of the sub-section as| 
they now stood. The betier course 


‘schedule were 


Parliament. 

Mr. J. A. RENTOUL (Down, E.), 
was afraid that if the suggestion of the 
hon. Gentleman were adopted, it would 


‘simply mean that the Court was to draw 


up the schedule in any form they 
pleased. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that he 
found no fault with the Government in 
reference to this matter, because they 
were not responsible for the insertion of 
this Amendment in the House of Lords. 
He suggested that the words “ that 
nothing in the schedule contained shall 
affect or qualify any other portion of the 
Act,” should beinserted in thissub-section. 
The only workmanlike method would be 
to provide that the construction of the 
schedule ahould not affect the construc- 
tion of the Act. 

*Sir JOHN COLOMB (Great Yar- 
mouth) thought it very satisfactory that 
the Government had recognised the im- 
portance of laying down broad and com- 
mon sense rules for the transaction of 
the business of the Sub-Commissioners. 
He did not think the schedule laid 
down any new principles not contained 
in the Act. The only alteration in the 
schedule was that there was an extra 
column, against the area in statute 
measure, for the fair rent per acre. 

Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) 
said that some of the provisions in the 
inconsistent with Sub- 
section (1), and would necessitate some 
discussion, and he could not understand 
why the Government retained the 
schedule in the Act. Sub-section (1) 
gave the Commissioners a far more 
detailed direction than they had ever 


‘had before, and he urged the Govern- 


ment to leave the matter in the hands of 
the Land Commission under the Sub- 
section. 

Mr. EDWARD CARSON (Dublin 
University) said the object of the 
Amendment proposed by Lord Temple- 
town was to give landlords and tenants 
an opportunity of testing the value put 
upon holdings by the Sub-Commission. 
The Government, however, had thought 
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it more convenient to bring up a 
schedule, but if the schedule were now 
struck out Lord Templetown’s Amend- 
ment would practically be struck out 
altogether. If on the other hand the 
matter were left entirely in the hands of 
the Sub-Commissioners then the Com- 
missioners would again have the power 
of striking out what the Lords con- 
sidered a very material benefit. He 
thought the suggestion made by the 
hon. Member for Londonderry would be 
a much better one if there was any 
difficulty in having the schedule brought 
u 





Mr.. T. M. HEALY thought they | 
were entitled to some reply upon the| 

int. | 

Tse FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Manchester, 
E.) said it was evident, he thought, 
from the discussion, in the first place 
that, as the hon. Member for Cork had 
pointed out, in the schedule as it stood 
there were certain defects, whileit had been 
pointed out on that Bench, and also by 
hon. Gentlemen below the Gangway, that 
it would be inconsistent with the Amend- 
ment which was proposed in the House 
of Lords, and with the view which they 
entertained in common with the House 
of Lords, that it should be left entirely 
with the Land Commission to give the 
go-by to the provisions in Clause 1, and 
to fix the schedule after their own sweet 
will—not that he believed that they 
would abuse that right, but it was the 
intention that they should frame their 
schedule in accordance with the Act. 
The question remained whether there 
was not sufficient latitude allowed by 
the clause as it now stood to remedy the 
admitted defects in the schedule. They 
had to face the inevitable in this matter, 
but he would suggest that there was 
probably sufficient machinery in the 
clause as it stood for correcting the 
admitted defects. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY asked leave 
to withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said that he 
wished to move at the end of the new sub- 
section to insert the words “ nothing 
contained in the first schedule of this 
Act shall affect the construction of any 
other portion of the Act.” He contended 
that it was impossible to apprehend at 


Mr. Edward Carson. 
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that moment what would be the bearing 
of these directions in the schedule on the 
Act, and it was unfair to ask them to 
consider these tangled schedules at the 
end of the Session. He suggested that 
they might strike out the sub-section now, 
and after a conference with the repre- 
sentatives of the landlords and tenants, 
they could insert it in the Lords when it 
could be agreed to on both sides after it 
came back to the House of Commons. 
The pink schedule would have been 
acceptable as far as they were concerned, 
but the Government had struck out the 
pink schedule and inserted a schedule of 
their own. 

THE FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY thought there could be no 
objection to their accepting the Amend- 
ment of the hon. and learned Gentleman. 
It was admitted that the schedule had 
been drawn up hastily, and that there 
were imperfections init. It was possible 
that there might be something in the 
schedule which might be found to be 
inconsistent with something in the Act, 
and if there was any inconsistency it 
was clear that the schedule must go, and 
not the Act. If it was the practice to 
interpret the Act by the schedule of the 
Act, he thought that that course ought 
not to be taken, as they were all agreed 
that if there was any conflict between 
the schedule and the Act the schedule 
must go. [‘ Hear, hear !”] 


Amendment agreed to. 


On the Lords’ Amendment dealing with 
“the occupation rights of a tenant on 
fixing a fair rent,” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
was not able to accept the Amendment 
as it stood as follows :—“ No deduction 
shall be made from the faiy rent named 
in this section by reason of the mere 
right of occupation vested in the tenant.” 
He thought that what was in the minds 
of the movers of this Amendment in the 
House of Lords was that when once the 
occupation rights had been taken into 
consideration they should not be twice 
considered. In order, therefore, to re- 
move all ambiguity he moved to insert 
words providing that, after a fair rent 
had been fixed for the first time on a 
holding no further reduction should take 
place by reason of the right of occupation 
vested in the tenant. 
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Mr. CARSON regretted very much the 
Amendment which the Government had 
thought fit to move to Lord Inchiquin’s 
Amendment. There was no real diffi- 
culty in ascertaining what was the 
purport of the Lords’ Amendment. There 
might be objection to the framing of it, 
but it was quite clear that what was 
meant by the noble Lord was, that no 
deduction should be made in the fixing 
of a fair rent by reason of the mere right 
of occupation vested in the tenant. He 
was informed the Government were now 
about to create difficulties with regard to 
the Amendment. If the Amendment 
was passed it would render the Bill a 
great deal worse from the landlords’ point 
of view, than if no Amendment had been 
inserted by the House of Lords. For 
this reason—when this Amendment was 
moved in the Houseof Lords the Marquess 
of Lansdowne stated that it was already 
provided by the terms of the Act of 1881, 
that no such right of occupation should 
be taken into consideration at all. And 


it was then pointed out by Lord Mac- 
naghten, that if that was so, as one of the 
Judges who had administered the Act had 
said, that if the right of occupation was 


to be taken into consideration, it would 
only be fair and proper that it should be 
so enacted in plain terms. Lord Lans- 
downe as a matter of fact accepted the 
Amendment in the House of Lords. 
[Nationalist cries of “No!”] Well, at 
all events he did not divide against it— 
[laughter|—and no argument whatso- 
ever was put forward on the part of 
the Government in respect of Lord 
Inchiquin’s Amendment. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. and 
learned Member was entitled to discuss 
what had been done in the other House, 
but not to debate the Debates which had 
taken place there. 

Mr. CARSON said he was entitled at 
all events to say this, that no explanation 
had been given this House as to whether 
under the Land Act of 1881, any such 
right of occupation as this Amendment 
of the right hon. Gentleman attempted to 
set up was given to the tenants. As a 
suggested concession to the Amendment 
moved in the House of Lords, the right 
hon. Gentleman proposed to enact, not 
that the right of occupation should not 
be taken into consideration, but almost 
in specific terms that it should, whenever 
the matter for the first time comes into 
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court,” be taken into consideration. In 
other words the Amendment was a great 
deal worse than’ the law, as it at present 
stood. Up to the present time, so far as 
he knew, there had been no legislative 
sanction to the claim, that this right of 
occupation was to be taken into consider- 
ation upon the fixing of a fair rent. 
The right hon. Gentleman’s proposal was 
“that after a fair rent had been fixed 
for the first time no reduction should be 
made.” What was;that but an express 
enactment but that at the first time 
upon which a fair rent was being fixed 
this mere right of occupation was to be 
taken into consideration. What was 
more, if it had in the past been taken 
into consideration the Sub-Commissioners 
were not to have any power to disturb, 
and it remained as an element in the 
demands to be made as against the land- 
lord. [‘ Hear, hear!”] What was this 
mere right of occupation? What did it 
consist of? How was it to be estimated, 
and what did the right hon. Gentleman 
suggest should be the limit? Mr. Morley 
last year put the right into the Bill, but 
he left out the words “ for the first time,” 
and the Amendment which was suggested 
as a concession to him and his friends 
was almost a transfer of the section. 
[Mr. Mortry: “Hear, hear!”] It 
occurred to him that this was a very 
curious compromise, which not only 
reversed what; he and his friends had 
been working for, but was an express 
enactment to their detriment. The rent 
to be fixed under the Act of 1881 was 
not to be’ a competitive rent. It was 
stated by Commissioner after Commis- 
sioner before the Select Committee that 
what was really the tenant right was the 
difference between the competitive rent 
and what the Sub-Commissioners were 
pleased to cali a fair rent. The tenant 
got two matters under this Bill apart al- 
together from the proposed Amendment. 
He got still a right to go and have his 
rent fixed, and he had a right to have 
the difference between a fair rent and a 
competitive rent, and he had further the 
right to get his improvements excluded 
from the calculation. Last year, on the 


occasion of the Debate on Mr. Morley’s 
Bill, Mr. T. W. Russell said— 


This question of occupation right was fully 
discussed in the House of Commons and in the 
House of Lords during the consideration of the 
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Act of 1881, and it was never intended that this 
question of occupation right should be con- 
sidered in estimating a fair rent. 

[“ Hear, hear!”] He really would 
appeal, as deferentially as he could, to 
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the Committee, said that it should be. 
Then it became material for the land- 
lords to have a legislative provision that, 
in respect of the fixing of the fair rent, 
this mere occupation right should not 


the Goverrment that to put in this pro- 
vision in the manner they proposed would 
be utterly hopeless and useless. So far 
as he was concerned he should much 
— _—. yng be no ee hon. Member for Montrose, the hon. 
ealing with this question at all than | Member for South Tyrone said :— 
that the provision of the Government | , 
should be carried. If it was forced he | ‘This question of occupation right was fully 
mould havo to resist it to the uttermost | deus i th Howe of Commons an iy te 
. al yuse O y) t R g v 8 Te ) 
of his pore. tg Hear, hear ! "| The | Act of 1881, and it was never intended that this 
Amendment of the right hon. Gen- | question of occupation right should be con- 
tleman was to add the words, ‘‘ After | sidered in estimating the fair rc nt.” 
the fair rent has been fixed for the first 
time no reduction shall be made.’’ | Yet all that the Government offered as 
What was that but an express enact-/|a concession on this point was to insert 
ment that upon the fixing of the fair |in the Bill the proposal of the right hon. 
rent for the first time this mere right of |Member for Montrose. That Amend- 
occupation was to be taken into con-|ment to the Lords’ Amendment was 
sideration by the Sub-Commissioners ?| utterly hopeless and utterly useless, and 
It was more than a direct negative to | he should much prefer that there should 
the Lords’ Amendment. It was a posi- | be no Amendment at all. 


give any further right to any deduction. 
That was the reason why Lord Inchi- 
quin moved his Amendment in the 
Lords. Speaking on the Bill of the right 





tive enactinent that the occupation right 


should be taken as an element in fixing | 


the fair rent. Last year the right hon. 


Member for Montrose proposed what the 


Government now proposed, except that 
the words ‘‘ for the first time ’’ were left 
out. For the Government to adopt that 
proposal was a curious kind of com- 
promise on the Lords’ Amendment. 
What, according to the Government, 
was this occupation right ? He conceived 
it to be the right of the sitting tenant 
to have a fair rent fixed, and the right 
to have his improvements excluded from 
the calculation in the fixing of that rent. 
If the tenant had anything more, where 
did he get it? According to all the 
evidence given before the Morley Com- 
mittee, the fair rent was not a competi- 
tive rent. Therefore, what the tenant 
had was the difference between the com- 
petitive rent and what the Sub-Commis- 
sioners were pleased to call a fair rent. 
Now, these rights would still be reserved 
to the tenant under the clause as 
amended by the Lords ; therefore, what 
reason could there be for adding the 
words with respect to occupation 
right being considered as an element in 
the fixing of the fair rent? There was 
never any suggestion that it should be 
taken into consideration until Mr. 
Justice Bewley, in his evidence before 


Mr. Carson. 


Me. T. M. HEALY said that when 
he heard the hon. Member for East 
Mayo object to this Amendment, and 
heard him supported by the right hon. 
Member for Trinity College, he ex- 
perienced what were deseribed by the 
|French Parliamentary reporters as 
mouvements divers. [Laughter | 

Mr. DILLON : I did not object. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that this 
was not at all the proposal in the Bill of 
the right hon. Member for Montrose, 
and it made absolutely no change in the 
law, if Mr. Justice Bewley was to be 
believed. 

Toe FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: It is quite manifest there is 
simply no difference of opinion as to the 
merits of this matter between either my 
right hon.’ and learned Friend the 
Member for Dublin University, or any 
hon. Gentleman sitting in any part of 
the House, and Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment. We should certainly not have 
touched the subject at all had it not been 
touched by the House of Lords. We feel 
now, what we have always felt, that 
nothing is to be gained by attempting to 
formulate in legislative language what 
has been clearly laid down by the tri- 
bunals under the existing law. If I am 


|right, neither Lord Inchiquin nor any 


tone Gentlemen opposite, nor my hon, 








601 Land Law 


Friends on this side below the Gang- 
way, and certainly not the Government, 
have the slightest intention or desire to 
alter the existing law on the subject. 
But it is urged that the existing law is 
not properly carried out by the Sub- 
Cmmissioners. It is said that the Sub- 
Commissioners have, at each fixing of a 
fair rent—although there has been no 
new improvements by the tenants and 
no fall in prices to justify the reduction 
—whittled away the landlords’ rent 
until it has almost reached the vanishing 
point, under the plea of occupation right 
of the tenant. Lord Inchiquin men- 
tioned as the ground for his Amendment 
a case in which a farm had a fair rent 
fixed upon it on two occasions, and in 
which the reduction on the second 
occasion could only be accounted for by 
the fact that the Sub-Commissioners had 
’ taken into account again on the second 
occasion considerations which ought to 


be taken into account only on the first) 


occasion. Now, what are the considera- 
tions that ought to be taken into 
account on the first occasion of fixing a 
fair rent, but not on the second occasion 4 


They are considerations which my right 


hon. 
University has with admirable lucidity 
laid before the House. By occupation 
right we mean nothing more than the 
right which at present the tenant has to 
have what is technically known as ‘‘a 
fair rent’’ fixed upon it, or, in other 
words, a rent that does not take into 
account the full competition value of the 
land. That occupation right may be, 
and indeed must be by the admission of 
my right hon, and learned Friend, taken 
into account when the rent is first fixed, 
but is never to be taken into account 
again. Well, we endeavour to embody 
that principle in the Amendment to 
which my right hon. and learned Friend 
takes such strong objection. It may be 
that my right hon. and learned Friend 
is right in contending that in endeavour- 
ing to deal with this most difficult and 
thorny question by statutory enactment 
we have done an injury to the landlord. 
Then the proper course for us is to 
withdraw our Amendment and to dis- 
agree with the original Amendment of 
the Lords, which, as my right hon. 
Friend the Chief Secretary for Ireland 
has explained, is unjust and ambiguous 


Friend the Member for Dublin | 
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in its character and cannot be admitted 
into the Bill. 

CoLtoneL SAUNDERSON (Armagh, 
N.) said there was a very general agree- 
ment in the House on the point now 
under discussion. The Government saw 
it exactly as he and his hon. Friends 
saw it; but, unfortunately, the Sub- 
Commissioners in Ireland did not see it 
absolutely in the same light. Besides, 
the Amendment of the Chief Secretary 
made the matter worse. It stated that, 
after a fair rent had been fixed for the 
first time for a holding, the occupation 
right should not be taken into considera- 
tion. That meant that on the first 
occasion of fixing a fair rent the occupa- 
tion right was to be taken into con- 
And what was this occu- 
pation right? It was of such an 
extraordinary and monstrous character 
that he really believed the House of 
Commons had not properly grasped it. 
It meant that, beyond the improvements 
the tenant had made—beyond the value 
which he possessed in his holding, and 
beyond the rights he had acquired under 
the Act of 1881—the tenant had some- 
thing more in his holding. [ationalist 
cries of ‘*No, no!”’ Those were 
lawyers who said ‘‘No, no!’’ He 
ventured to say he could get lawyers on 
his side of the House to say ‘‘ Yes, 
yes.’ [Laughter.}| What the Govern- 
ment had to do was to put into their 
Bill that there was no such right—to put 
into plain words in the Bill what they 
all meant—— 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: What Judge 
Bewley means. 

CotoneL SAUNDERSON said that 
what Judge Bewley stated was that the 
law had never been declared upon the 
point. Therefore there was a doubt 
about it, and he added that it was 
very desirable that Parliament should 
decide it. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY : Have you read 
the whole of what he said ? 

Coronet SAUNDERSON: No; I 
leave that to the hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Is that a fair 
way of arguing a case ? 

CoroneL SAUNDERSON said he was 
arguing the case, not from a lawyer’s 
point of view, but from the landlord’s 
point of view. [Nationalist laughter. | 
All the landlords wanted was ordinary 





603 Land Law 


fair play. [Renewed ironical laughter.] 
Hon. Gentlemen laughed at that because 
they always laughed at fair play. All 
he asked was that the Government 
should embody in their Bill views which 
were held in common by all sides. 
Therefore, in asking the Government to 
act in this matter, he was not asking too 
much, and he would suggest that the 
further consideration of this sub-clause 
might be postponed until later in the 
day, and that time should be given to 
draw up a fair statement which would 
embody the views of 19-20ths of the 
Members of the House.  [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’ | 


Mr. Speaker called upon Mr. Knox, 
and then retired for the usual interval. 
Upon his return, 


Mr. KNOX said he did not propose 
to address the House, and no other 
Member rising to continue the Debate, 

*Mr. SPEAKER put the question that 
the words ‘‘after a fair rent has been 
fixed for the first time for a holding ’’ be 
inserted. 


There was at the moment no Member 
xf the Government present, and the 
Amendment was agreed to. Immediately 
afterwards a ‘‘count’’ was moved, and 
among those who came into the House 
were the First Lord of the Treasury, the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, and other 
Members of the Government. <A 
quorum having been made, 


*Mr. SPEAKER, in answer to a ques- 
tion by an hon. Member, informed the 
House that the Amendment had been 
carried, and that now he understood 
there were certain consequential Amend- 
ments. 

Mr. JOHN MORLEY (Montrose 
Burghs) : Do we understand, Sir, that 
the Amendment as moved by the Chief 
Secretary to the Lords’ Amendment has 
now been carried ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : What has occurred has put the 
House in something of a difficulty, 
because I understand that the words 
which have now been carried, and which 
involve further consequential Amend- 
ments, are not satisfactory to a large 
section of the House. We were in the 
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way of discussing the matter with a 
view of seeing whether some agreement 
could be arrived at. For the moment, 
I see no other way of extricating our- 
selves from the difficulty in which we 
find ourselves than by passing the 
Amendment proposed by my right hon. 
Friend the Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
the first words of which have now been 
carried ; but the Government hold them- 
selves perfectly free, of course, to suggest 
modifications in another place. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: On a point of 
order, we now assume that the Amend- 
ment of the Government to the Lords’ 
Amendment has been carried. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
discussion on this subject has been cut 
short, and there appears to be no other 
alternative than for me to move the 
consequential Amendments. I beg to 
move that, after the word ‘‘no,’’ the 
words ‘‘further or additional’’ be 
inserted. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: May I ask how 
the clause will read if the right hon. 
Gentleman’s Amendment is accepted 4 
I may be excused for asking this, as the 
Amendment.does not appear on the 
Paper. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: IT will 
read once more the clause as it will stand 
with the whole of my Amendments 
inserted— 


“ After a fair rent has been fixed for the first 
time for a holding, no further or additional 
deductions shall be made from that fair rent on 
the occasion of any subsequent fixing of a fair 
rent by reason of the occupation of the tenant,” 


and so on in the words of the clause. 


Word ‘‘ no’’ omitted ; word ‘‘ that ”’ 
inserted. 


After words ‘‘ fair rent,’’ words ‘‘ on 
: > 
the occasion of any subsequent fixing 
¢ & q g 
of a fair rent’’ inserted. 


Words 
omitted. 


Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : Perhaps, by leave of the House, 
I may be allowed to explain, now that 
the House is fuller than it was a few 
moments ago, what it is that has 
occurred. It appears that, by accident, 
the first words of this controverted 
Amendment were put from the Chair 


‘“made in this section’’ 
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and agreed to. It is impossible, in con- 
sequence of the rules of order, to go back 
on those words, and there appears to be 
no alternative but to complete the 
Amendment so as to make sense of the 
words already passed. That course has 
been adopted, but, of course, after what 
has passed, the Government hold them- 
selves absolutely free in another place to 
make any suggestions or modifications in 
those words which the necessities of the 
situation and the exigencies of the case 
may seem to demand. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman move that the House do 
agree with the Lords’ Amendment as 
amended 4 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : I suppose I had _ better 
move that the House do agree with the 
Lords’ Amendment as amended, subject 
to the statement I have just made. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: The right hon. 
Gentleman used an expression which I 
do not understand the full significance 
of, and which I think is barely justified. 
I refer to the reference which he made 
to the ulterior action to be taken by the 
Government in another place. The right 
hon. Gentleman said ‘‘ after what has 
passed ’’ the Government will hold them- 
selves at liberty in another place to make 
whatever changes they thought fit. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: Suggestions. Of course, it 
depends on the House of Lords what 
changes shall be made. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: To make what- 
ever suggestions to the House of Lords 
the Government may think fit. Surely, 
that is a very extraordinary position ? 
The Government have come down to the 
House, and they find on the Paper a par- 
ticular Amendment coming from another 
place. They move to that Amendment 
an Amendment of their own. That 
Amendment of theirs, so far as I could 
gather from what passed, commanded 
the assent of the majority of the House ; 
and, therefore, I am at a loss to know 
what it was that passed that induces the 
Government now to place themselves in 
a position of perfect freedom with 
reference to their own Amendment. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: By the leave of the House, 
may I say that the Amendment which 
has just been introduced into the Lords’ 
Amendment was put down with the 
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object of meeting the view expressed in 
another place? It does not appear to 
have been received with general favour 
in this House, and certainly I had hoped 
that before the discussion on this one 
Amendment had come to an end we 
might have been able to arrive at some 
agreement as to the manner in which 
the Lords’ Amendment should be 
amended. We have, by general admission, 
failed to do that, and perhaps, after all, 
the easiest and simplest way of dealing 
with the whole situation would be that 
I should withdraw the Motion that we 
agree with the Lords’ Amendment as 
amended, and that I should move that 
we disagree with the Lords’ Amend- 
ment as amended. That would leave the 
whole matter open for discussion. 

Me. T. M. HEALY submitted that 
that was not exactly the most satisfac- 
tory way of dealing with the case. He 
did not attach much importance to the 
matter either way, but he thought they 
were entitled to see in some shape, other 
than the rags and tatters at present laid 
before the House, the phraseology of the 
clause as a whole. 

Mr. J. MORLEY asked how the 
words would appear when the clause 
reached the Lords ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said that he proposed to move to 
disagree with the Lords’ Amendment as 
amended, and he believed that in its 
amended form this Resolution would 
appear on the Paper as a thing which 
was negatived. 


*Mr. SPEAKER 


said the proper 
course would be to negative the Motion 
already made, ‘‘ That the House do agree 
with the Lords in the said Amendment.’’ 

Sir WILLIAM HARCOURT (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) said this was a very 
critical question between the House of 


Lords and the House of Commons. He 
denied that there was entire agreement 
on the subject ; on the contrary, there 
was a very material difference as to the 
substance of the matter. One point was 
as to what was, or was not, the right 
of valuation by the Commissioners in 
respect of a specific tenant. The right 
hon. Member for the University of 
Dublin had said that, from his point of 
view, all the right was to have a fair rent 
fixed as contrasted with a competition 
rent. But, apart from that, others con- 
tended, that a man who had long been 
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a tenant had a right to something more 
than the fixing of a fair rent. [Minis- 
terial cries of ‘‘No!’’] It was so, and 
it was contended, and he thought reason- 
ably, by hon. Members on the Opposition 
side of the House, that a tenant who 
had long been in possession was entitled 
to something more in the way of reduc- 
tion of rent than a man who was merely 
anew comer. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] That 
was what he understood Mr. Justice 
Bewley to say. In one of his answers 
before the Commission, he spoke of the 
allowances being variable, according to 
the length of time the tenant had been 
in occupation. Therefore the occupation 
interest of the tenant was to be con- 
sidered. The Government had brought 
forward an Amendment to the Lords’ 
Amendment which they thought would 
render the Lords’ Amendment fair and 
just ; that Amendment, which was sup- 
ported by the Opposition, had been 
carried, and now the Government were 
going to proceed to negative it. The 


course they had adopted in regard to 
this Amendment was the course they 
had taken with reference to all their 
legislation. [Jronical Ministerial cheers. | 


That was so. Having put down an 
Amendment—and recommended it to 
the House—it was no sooner carried 
than the Government declared that they 
would negative the whole thing because 
the Amendment had been carried. 
[ Laughter. | 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said the Government had made 
no such statement. Their proposal was 
perfectly clear and also their motives. 
It was evident that the words they had 
proposed did not carry out the views of 
both sides of the House, and they had 
been carned by mistake. They there- 
fore proposed to negative the Lords’ 
Amendment as amended.  [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’ 

Sir W. HARCOURT said he did 
not understand the Amendment of the 
Government being carried by mistake. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The Amendment 
was supported on that side of the House 
and was carried, and immediately it was 
accepted they proposed to disagree with 
the whole thing. [Zaughter.| It ap- 
peared to him that the House was placed 
in a very awkward position, and he did 
not see how they were going to get on. 


Sir William Harcourt. 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. ARTHUR O’CONNOR (Done- 
gal, E.) said he had failed to trace in 
the remarks of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Leader of the Opposition any 
interest in either the Irish landlords or 
tenants. [Ministerial cheers. | 

CotoneEL SAUNDERSON said he 
thought the right hon. Gentleman oppo- 
site had not quite understood the object 
of the Leader of the House. The object 
of the Government was to carry the Bill, 
and not to wreck it on a point on which 
landlords and the Government were 
absolutely at one. The right hon. Gen- 
tleman had with this view taken the 
only course he could under the circum- 
stances— to negative the Amendment of 
the Lords as amended so that some 
modus vivendi might afterwards be 
arrived at. He heartily supported the 
Motion. 

Mr. DILLON pointed out that Mr. 
Justice Bewley had laid it down that 
occupation interest should be taken into 
consideration in fixing a fair rent, and 
said that all the Nationalist Members 
wished was that the law as to the 
tenant’s occupation interest should not 
be made worse than Mr. Justice Bewley 
had declared it to be. 

Mr. J. MORLEY submitted that the 
best plan and the most regular course to 
adopt in the difficulty would be for the 
Government to allow their own Amend- 
ment to go up to the Lords, and to let 
the Lords deal with it as they thought 
right. They had discussed the matter 
in that House under pressure and in 
great haste, and no doubt the decision 
had been taken under accidental circum- 
stances ; but due regard to order in the 
House and self-respect should induce the 
Government to send up their Amend- 
ment to the House of Lords. He could 
not believe that those who were familiar 
with what passed in the House last year 
upon a similar clause in the Bill he 
introduced could think there was any 
open question. That clause was pro- 
posed in pursuance of the recommenda- 
tion, or, at any rate, the language of the 
Chief Commissioner himself. It was 
pointed out by the late Lord Waterford 
and by the hon. and learned Gentleman 
the Member for Dublin University that 
the clause would involve a perpetual 
revision of judicial rents upon occupa- 
tion right, and that the effect would be 
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that in the fulness of time the landlord’s 
interest would be frittered away. His 
answer was that that was not in the 
least what the Government intended. 
Their intention was that a greater reduc- 
tion should be given to a sitting tenant 
than would be given to a new comer; 
and, in order to meet the objection of the 
late Lord Waterford and the hon. and 
learned Gentleman, they expressed their 
willingness to introduce such words as 
would prevent a perpetual and recurrent 
frittering away of the landlord’s interest 
under the name of occupation right. He 


certainly hoped that, for the credit of 
the House, this amended provision would 
be sent to the Lords for an expression of 
their opinion in respect to it. 


Motion negatived. 


On the Motion, ‘‘ That the House do 
agree with the Lords’ Amendment to 
leave out the word ‘one’ in line 5, 
page 3,” 


Mr. KNOX said that upon the sub- 
ject to which this Amendment related 
the two sides of the House of Commons 
were, in Committee, agreed. The hon. 
and gallant Member for North Armagh 
admitted that improvements were, in 
most cases, made by the tenants, and 
that he saw no reason why, in the case 
of an estate which had changed hands, 
there should be a different presumption 
of law than of fact. The hon. and 
gallant Gentleman did not see why ad- 
vantages which were denied to old land- 
lords should be conferred upon new 
landlords. An agreement arrived at in 
the House of Commons between the 
landlords’ and tenants’ répresentatives 
ought not to be interfered with except 
on grave cause shown ; but, in the other 
House, Lord Ardilaun, who had bought 
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ment. No one who had any regard for 
Parliamentary honour and good faith 
could do otherwise than support the 
Amendment. The Government, in intro- 
ducing the Bill into this House, said 
that in the case of sale, the presumption 
that the tenant had made the improve- 
ments unless the contrary was proved by 
the landlord was not to apply ; and when 
an Amendment was moved the Attorney 
General for Ireland pointed out that a 
man, when he bought in the Encumbered 
Estates Court a property, he simply got 
a statement as to area, rent, and right 
exercised by the tenant. The purchaser 
was therefore absolutely precluded from 
being in a position to dispute the claim 
jof the tenant that he and not the land- 
lord had made the improvements. There 
was no gombeen man in the case, but 
there were interested Englishmen and 
Scotchmen of the middle class who had 
invested their money on the faith of the 
law as it stood. Were they justified in 
breaking faith with those people? It 
was wrong to say that those who spoke 
from the Government Benches spoke 
from a purely landlord point of view. 
In this matter he was speaking in sup- 
port of a much larger number of people. 
The professional classes, the domestic 
| cinases, the friendly societies in England, 
| Scotland, and Wales, all had interests in 
\the Irish land question. It was not 
a question simply between landlords and 
|tenants; it was a question of the 
istability of property generally, and of 
| the faith of Parliament. There was no 
_gombeen interest involved in it at all, 
for it very often happened that small 
properties had been bought in Ireland by 
those who had by their own industry and 
| thrift realised money and become land- 
jlords. They had no right to call these 
‘gombeen men. They were going to say 
to a deserving and industrious and 








his land since 1870, moved that an | thrifty class of persons, ‘‘ We deprive 
estate sold since that year should be|you of the improvements, although you 
excepted from the rule. It did not | bought the property on the presumption 
appear to be bad form in the other ' that they were not made by the tenants, 
House for a man to move an Amend- |and therefore you are to suffer, although 
ment in which he was directly and per- | the law under which you bought secured 
sonally interested. It would, he sub-i you against this danger.’’ He did not 
mitted, be a disgrace to Parliament as a' think that was fair or right. It was 
whole if the Lords’ Amendment became 'against the interests of everybody who 
law, and he moved that this House do was identified with Irish land, whether 
disagree with the Amendment. landlords or not, and it would hit and 
*Sir J. COLOMB trusted the Govern- destroy the 62,000 small landlords who 
ment would stand by the Lords’ Amend- |had mostly been created by the process 
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he had described by throwing upon them 
the onus of proof that they made the 
improvements, Parliament having in the 
past prevented them from establishing 
their case. He hoped the Government 
would not give way. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR thought 
it a pity the speech to which the House 
had just listened was not delivered on 
the Committee stage of the Bill. The 
House would remember the circumstances 
under which the condition as originally 
embcdied in the Bill was taken out. 
For half an hour the Government 
defended the position taken up in the 
Bill, which he believed was the correct 
position, but instead of receiving any 
assistance from hon. Gentlemen on the 
Ministerial side, the representatives of 
the landlords joined with the National- 
ists in agreeing that the provision as it 
stood should be cut out. 

*Sir J. COLOMB: My hon. Friend 
near me (Mr. Smith-Barry) pointed out 
that the Government should not give 
way. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR replied 
that he was in the recollection of the 
House when he said that the Govern- 
ment did not receive assistance from 
those who represented the landlords in 
carrying the Bill as it was ; and when 
he found both landlords and tenants 
agreed on the matter he did not think it 
worth while to carry it further. Now 
it appeared from the landlords them- 
selves that they had made a mistake. 
[‘‘No!’’] He regretted the remarks 
of the hon. Member for Derry because 
they could have no other effect than to 
embitter the Debate. He thought it 
might be reasonably allowed that they 
had all acted bond fide. In his opinion 
the compromise now proposed was a 
reasonable one, and he hoped the House 
would accept it. 

Mr. DILLON could not understand, 
and he did not think anybody in 
Treland would be able to understand, 
the grounds of the Chief Secretary’s 
decision. The right hon. Gentleman had 


Sir J. Colomb. 


{COMMONS} 
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correctly described what occurred in 
Committee on this Amendment. An 
appeal was made to the representatives 
of the Irish landlords as to whether they 
were prepared to say that the new men 
who bought under the Landed Estates 
Court should be placed in a_ better 
position than the old landlords, and the 
landlords’ representatives responded to 
that appeal. They thought the same 
measure should be applied tothe new 
men as was meted out to the old. The 
right hon. Gentleman had offered no 
justification for this great and far-reach- 
ing change. The proposition was this, 
that, as the landlords who bought in the 
Landed Estates Court believed they were 
buying a power to rent the tenants’ 
improvements, they should be secured in 
that power. Did the right hon. Gentle- 
man see how far this carried him? It 
meant that these men bought the right 
to rob the tenants, to confiscate their 
property. It was to the honour of the 
old Irish party that they would not be 
a party to such a transaction as that. 
In this respect they were reasonable, 
because they did not recognise that a 
Parliamentary _ title with it 
the right to take away from the tenant 
that which was in equity his property. 
The result of the proposition of the Lords 


carried 


would be this, that in the case of a vast 
quantity of estates the tenants would 
lose the benefit which the law was wont 
to confer upon them, owing to the im- 
possibility of their proving that they 
actually made the improvements, and the 
further back they went of course the 
more difficult the production of proof. 
The hon. Member for Great Yarmouth 
had made an appeal on behalf of men 
whom he would not call gombeen men, 
but whom he would call investors of 
capital. The old practice in connection 
with the purchase of these estates was 
to hold out to English investors the 
inducement that the rents could be 
raised, and there had been some cases in 
which the raised rent had amounted to 
as much as 12 per cent. on the capital 
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invested. Men who bought land in the|The Chief Secretary then said that ‘‘ in 
old days of the Landed Estates Court all the circumstances, he would accept 
obtained still about 5 per cent. on their the Amendment.’’ The bargain was 
original capital, even where the rents come to in Committee, and no attempt 
had been reduced by the Land Commis- was made to reverse it on Report. 
sioners. These people, therefore, were How was it possible to entertain 
certainly not to be pitied. any regard for a Party which made 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that on a bargain in the House of Com- 
three points the landlord party in that mons and then broke it in another place 
House came to an agreement with the through their coroneted agents there ? 
Nationalist Members, but that in each [Zaughter.] It had beenadmitted byevery 
ease the landlords in the House of Lords’ Commission, from the time of the Devon 
had broken that, Parliamentary compact Commission to that of the Cowper Com- 


and bargain. The hon. Member for mission, that the Irish tenants had made 
North Armagh, when the question was the improvements. All that the 


discussed in Committee, said that per- Nationalist Members asked was that the 
sonally he had no objection to the | presumption of law should be brought in 
Amendment. He saw, from the ‘‘ Par- accordance with facts. 
liamentary Debates,’’ that on July 23; Cotonen SAUNDERSON remem- 
last, the hon. and gallant Member for bered perfectly the circumstances to 
Armagh (Colonel Saunderson) said which the hon. and learned Member had 
that— alluded. They occurred in Committee, 
. me when daylight was making its way into 
‘sone q | ae" : . 
sahaponaly te dad biection to, | the Hlouse. ‘The opinions which: he ex 
aman might have purchased land at a fair price | pressed on that occasion he still held, 
in the Landed Estates Court, and have spent | but they were his own personal opinions 


money upon the property and made it more | only and it was a mistake to say that 
valuable, and it would be hard upon him that , 


he should be deprived of his property. He, | #2Y bargain bere entered into with hon. 
however, admitted that, as a general rule, the | Members opposite. The right hon. 
improvements on Irish land were effected by the} Member for South Hunts and the hon. 
tenants and not by the landlords. As he had | and gallant Member for Great Yarmouth 
ay said, he had no objection to the Amend- expressed disagreement from his views 
‘at the time. What the Lords proposed 
The hon. Member for Cambridge (Sir | WS # Compromise which might well be 
Robert Penrose Fitzgerald) on the same accepted by hon. Gentlemen opposite 
station: anid thet who called themselves the representatives 
of the Irish tenants. Improvements 


“He entirely agreed with what had been| made since 1870 would be held primd 
said by his hon. and gallant Friend near him. facie to have been effected by the 
The tenants upon the estates which had been 


purchased in the Landed Estates Court were in tenants ; but - to improvements made 
a worse position than those upon the old estates. before 1870, either party would be 


He might take that opportunity of telling the|entitled to prove that they had been 
hon. Member for Louth that there were some made by himself or his predecessors. 
Irish landlords who did not date their estates 


from the Cromwellian settlement.’’ This would impose no hardship on the 

tenants, whom the compromise amply 

The hon. Member for Hunts (Mr. protected. 

Smith-Barr following in the sa ; 

Dubate por’ i - spp Question put, ‘‘ That this House doth 
; disagree with the Lords in the said 

Amendment.’’—(Mr. Know.) 


“agreed with the hon. Member for Louth that 
a had brought much mischief on the 
andlords, but that the proposals before the Com- +s 

mittee required further consideration.” The House | d ivided —Ayes, 57 ; 
Noes, 143.—(Division List, No. 413.) 
The hon. Member for North Fermanagh 
(Mr. Dane)— Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved to 
ai aia oes ‘ Cilicia agree with the Lords in a new clause 

ppealed to the orney General whether this | ; di 

would not be breaking Tiutinetenhies title at imerten by cow . ooritng o spe 
all, but only doing an act of the simplest enactment prohibiting the resumption of 
justice ?” a holding until the expiration of the first 
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statutory term in a tenancy should apply 
only where the term began before the 
commencement of the Bill. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that after 
all that had passed it would only be fair 
on the prrt of the Government to omit 
this clause. The Lords had taken 
this proposition, which was cut down 
under the original Bill to town parks, 
and applied it to all kinds of 
holdings. He thought the least thing 
the Irish Members could do was to ask 
the House not to agree to the Amend- 
ment. He therefore begged leave to 
move that the House do disagree. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said it 
was true that the clause practically 
formed part of the original clauses of 
the Bill, and when it was agreed on both 
sides of the House to leave the clause 
with reference to town parks as it now 
stood, he had stated that if that was 
agreed to it would, of course, be under- 
stood that Clause 5 would go too ; and 
if the hon. Member held him to that 
undertaking he thought he would be 
bound by it. He would, however, sug- 
gest that, as they had made one exception 
in reference to the law of town parks in 
favour of the tenant, some concession 
might be made by the hon. Member 
himself in connection with this resump- 
tion clause. While he thought it was 
unreasonable that the landlord should 
have the full right of resumption, at all 
events as regarded town parks, the right 
should be complete. He trusted the hon. 
Member would see his way to meet the 
question. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he could not 
complain of the spirit in which the right 
hon. Gentleman had met his objections. 
He would have no objection to give the 
landlord the power of resumption in the 
case of town parks. He did not 
believe that the power would be exercised, 
because, he did not believe that the 
landlords would pay the price. No 
doubt the words would have a much 
more terrifying aspect to those who did 
not understand their meaning than to 
those who did understand it. He, how- 
ever, asked leave to withdraw his 
Motion. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 
Mr, Gerald Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to insert, 
after the word “tenancy,” the words 
‘in cases in which the incoming tenant 
shall apply.” 

*Mr. SPEAKER: That Amendment 
is out of order, because the Lords’ 
Amendment has already been agreed 
to. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that he 
had only withdrawn his Motion, “ That 
the House do disagree with the Lords’ 
Amendment,” on the understanding that 
he should be in order in moving this 
Amendment. Would he be in order in 
moving the Amendment at the end of 
the Lords’ Amendment ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to in- 
sert, at the end of the Lords’ Amend- 
ment, “in cases in which the incoming 
tenant shall apply.” 

CotoneL SAUNDERSON said that, 
as far as he understood the Amendment, 
it would not apply in the case of demesne 
lands. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY thought that the Amendment 
might be so framed as to carry out the 
intentions of the Mover without dealing 
with the demesne lands. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that in 
the circumstances he asked leave to with- 
draw his Amendment. 


Amendment, ‘by leave, withdrawn. 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL ror 
IRELAND hoped that the following 
Amendment would meet the views of 
the hon. Gentleman the Member 
for Louth, to add, after “ Act,” the 
words “holdings to which the _pro- 
visions of the Act respecting demesne 
lands or town parks apply.” 

Mr. T. M. HEALY suid he should 
suggest that the Amendment should 
begin with the words “In the case of.” 

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND moved to add, after the 
Lords’ Amendment just agreed to, the 
following words :—“ In the case of hold- 
ings to which the provisions of the Act 
respecting demesne lands and town parks 
apply.” 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he hoped 
that if any doubt should arise as to the 
language of the Amendment it would be 
put right in another place. 


Amendment agreed to, 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved to 
agree with the Lords’ Amendment to 
Clause 3, providing that where the judi- 
cial rent does not exceed £50 a year the 
amount of any deduction made by the 
tenant may be recovered from the person 
to whom the difference was paid or his 
personal representatives, and with the 
amendment to Clause 4, providing that 
the judicial term in cases of agreements 
should be held to date from the day on 
which the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881, came into force. 


Motion agreed to. 


On Clause 5 (Exclusion of certain 
holdings), 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
“That the House do disagree with the 
Lords’ Amendment providing that the 
Land Acts shall not apply to a tenancy 
(other than a holding let to be used 
wholly or mainly for a dairy farm) which 
is let to be used wholly or mainly for the 
purpose of pasture if it is of the rateable 
value of £50.” The limit of £50 was 
originally fixed in order to exclude the 
class of large graziers who were not 
farmers in the ordinary sense of the 
term, but experience had clearly shown 
that the limit was too low, and that it 
excluded many farmers who were in no 
respect different from the class of farmers 
farming arable land or dairy farms who 
had a fair rent fixed on their holdings. 
It appeared to the Government that this 
exclusion had operated harshly and had 
led to a great amount of not unnatural 
discontent, and in order to obviate that 
they fixed the limit at £100. 

Mr. SMITH-BARRY (Hunts, Hunt- 
ingdon) said that he must protest 
against the Government’s insistence on 
the £100 limit. His right hon. Friend 
said that the £50 limit had given a 
great deal of dissatisfaction to those 
left outside the Act; but, of course, 
whoever remained outside the Act would 
be discontented. These holdings were 
only technically pasture holdings, and 
those only were affected which had been 
let under a written contract to men with 
their eyes open. He objected to the 
course which the Government were 
taking because it was laying down a 
dangerous principle, and might lead to 
the limit being extended to £150 or 
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£200, or more. He was afraid, there- 
fore, that he and his friends would have 
to vote against the proposal of the 
Government. 

Tue FIRST LORD or the TREA- 
SURY said his right hon. Friend, 
taking the view which he did of this 
matter, was perfectly justified in pro- 
testing against such a course as they 
proposed. But he did not regard this 
Amendment in the same light as his 
right hon. Friend did. It appeared to 
him to be one of those exclusions of a 
class not marked out by any natural 
distinction from those which were in- 
cluded in the Act, and a class which 
was excluded on perfectly accidental and 
arbitrary grounds, It was impossible 
to find a reason why a man who had a 
pasture farm which was not let as a 
pasture farm should be allowed to 
have a fair rent fixed, while another 
man owning a precisely similar farm 
in the same district, and cultivated 
in the same way, should be excluded 
because it was let as a pasture farm. 
That distinction was an arbitrary one, 
and, while he entirely agreed that they 
should jealously regard an extension of 
the Act of 1881, he was distinctly of 
opinion that it was their duty, in the in- 
terests of the landlords as well as the 
tenants, and of the peace and good gov- 
ernment of Ireland, to see that these 
sporadic and unjustifiable exceptions 
should be done away with. It was for 
that reason—-differing from his right 
hon. Friend, not in regard to the princi- 
ples he held, but in their application, 
that he begged the House to adhere to 
the original limit which they had pro- 
posed. 

CotoneEL SAUNDERSON protested 
against the action of the Government in 
refusing the Lords’ Amendment. He 
maintained that the word “ sporadic,” 
which his right hon. Friend had used, 
might be applied to the £100 just as 
well as to the £50 limit. Nor was there 
any reason why they should stop there. 
Hon. Gentlemen opposite desired that 
there should be no exclusion whatever 
—|‘ Hear, hear !”|—and held that this 
was but the commencement of the good 
things to come. He did not believe the 
present Government would in the im- 
mediate future bring in another Land 
Bill, but if the Party opposite ever came 
into power again—[laughter|—one of 
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the first things they would do would be 
to bring in a Land Bill of a drastic 
character. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: What would 
the Lords do then? 

CotoneL SAUNDERSON: = They 
would throw it out. [Laughter.| The 
Government had not offered any argument 
in support of this proposal. If a large 
class in Ireland had suffered injustice 
under the old limit there would have 
been a great agitation in Ireland on the 
subject. Thesemenwhomit wasproposed 
that they should include had entered 
into a contract with their eyes open. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY was understood to say that they 
had entered into a contract before the 
Act of 1881 was thought of. 

CoLtonEL SAUNDERSON said that 
these men who had taken farms for graz- 
ing purposes were wealthy men, and had 
been deliberately excluded from the Act 
of 1881 by Mr. Gladstone on the ground 
that they did not require protection. 
The Leader of the House had stated 
that he hated the Act of 1881, and that 
he looked upon it as a bad Act. How 
did he seek to deal with it now? Why, 


he sought to extend and enlarge its 
operation, and if that was the principle 
upon which Conservative and Unionist 
administration was to proceed, it was 
well that they should be made aware of 


the fact. [‘ Hear, hear!”] If they 
were to act upon the principle of the 
Chief Secretary’s proposal, he did not 
know where they were to stop. [Ax 
Irish MemBer : “ How about your own 
constituency ?”] There were no pastoral 
tenants in his constituency, but there 
were small farms partly pastoral. No 
doubt hon. Members opposite considered 
that he should have a warm time of it 
with his constituents over this Bill 
[laughter|; but he expressed to them 
exactly the same views that he was now 
addressing to the House. He did not 
believe that any injustice was inflicted 
upon the grazing tenants, and he felt 
quite certain that they were quite fit to 
protect themselves. [‘* Hear, hear ! “"] 
Mr. CARSON said he had alreidy 
expressed his views on the clause, and 
he must say that the Chief Secretary 
had advanced no argument in support 
of his proposal. Grazing tenants were 


excluded by the Bill of 1881 and by the 
Colonel Saunderson. 
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Act of 1870, where the presumption was 
that a tenant paying a rent of £70 was 
quite sufficient to protect himself. But 
all this was to be changed in 1896—26 
years after a principle had been laid 
down, and adopted in every land Act 
since. Butchers, cattle dealers, and 
graziers were persons who could well 
afford to protect themselves, although 
there was a suggestion made to the 
contrary by Mr. Justice Bewley, and he 
might say in passing, of that learned 
Judge, that he was very fond of making 
suggestions. He was not aware that 
any hardships had existed through 
the exclusion of graziers. In Mr. 
Morley’s Bill it was proposed to exclude 
them up to £200, but this had been 
dropped by the Government. He knew 
the case of a merchant in a town who 
had grazed sheep on his holding for 
victualling ships; he was well off, and 
could protect himself in entering into a 
contract for a holding, and he had 
applied to have a fair rent fixed, and 
his rent was reduced. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY : 
reduction did he get ? 

Mr. CARSON: I cannot say exactly, 
but I suppose by the usual 30 per cent. 
[Laughter.| He must vote against the 
proposal of the Chief Secretary. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY complained 
that they were having the same speeches 
over and over again. 

*Sir J. COLOMB asked whether any 
idea could be given them of the number 
of men who would be admitted between 
£50 and £100? There were no statistics 
on the point at all. 

Mr. J. J. CLANCY (Dublin Co., N.) 
reminded the House that the man must 
live on his holding or in the neigh- 
bourhood. 


How 


much 


Question put, “ That this House doth 
disagree with the Lords in the said 
Amendment ”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour). 


The House divided :— Ayes, 176; Noes, 
24.— (Division List, No. 414.) 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved to 
disagree with the Lords in the Amend- 
ment, page 4, line 38, leave out 
(“unless”) and insert (* until ”). 


Motion agreed to. 
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Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved fs whom an appeal was made; and it 
disagree with the Lords in the Amend-| was not until the question came to the 
ment, lines 39 and 40, leaving out the| Court of Appeal in Ireland that that 
words “during the continuance of the| Court, on technical, but (if he might 
tenancy.” | venture to say so) on perfectly sound 
grounds, decided that, inasmuch as 

Motion agreed to. |wherever the word “agricultural” oc- 
‘curred in the Land Acts for Ireland it 

Lords’ Amendments, page 5, lines 6| was always qualified by the addition of 
and 7, leave out “may if it think just,” ‘the word “ pastoral,” as in this case, the 
and line 8, after “common,” insert| word “pastoral” was omitted, and 
“may if it think that it is just,”| “agricultural ” could not be held in this 
agreed to. |section as including “pastoral.” All 
' 'sections of the House were unanimous 

On the Lords’ Amendment, page 5, | that that defect of the Act of 1887 
line 9, after “occupied” inserting “pro-| should be remedied, and that the word 
vided that such order fixing a fair rent| “agricultural” should be given the 
shall not have the effect of increasing) meaning which the original framers of 
the liability of the landlord for rates or| the Act or authors of the Amendment 
taxes in respect of the holding, andj intended. But it appeared to be clear 
such order shall not be made if the|to those who had studied the Act in 
Cour’ are of opinion that the interests | another place that one result of including 
of the landlord in the holding will be| the whole of it would be that accommo- 
injuriously affected thereby, otherwise | dation land would be gradually eaten 
than by the mere fixing of a fair rent,” | into, and that land would be subjected 
| to all the provisions of the Act of 1881, 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved to which was not in truth really farming 
omit the words “ provided that.” land at all, but was in strictness ac- 
‘commodation land, which ought to be 

Motion agreed to. treated as accommodation land and 
ought not to be subjected to a fair rent. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tux TREA-| He thought that, under the provisions of 
SURY said he proposed to move “That | the existing Acts, that danger was 
the House do disagree with the Lords’ | obviated so far as it was possible for the 
Amendment” in striking out Clause 5,| Legislature to obviate it. But he re- 
relating to town parks, and that they | cognised that it would be a great hard- 
should reintroduce the clause; but he| ship if land which was not really farming 
proposed to add a proviso to that clause | land, but accommodation land, should 
which he hoped might mitigate, if not| be included under the Act of 1881, 
ertirely remove, the objections which, and, in order to meet the view 
were felt in another place to the original | held in another place, he proposed 
clause. It would be in the recollection! to make the following addition to 
of the House that his right hon. Friend’s | Clause 5 as it originally stood: “ provided 
section with regard to town parks was | that this section shal] not entitle a person 
altogether omitted, but, by common! to have a fair rent fixed who is not 
agreement on both sides of the House, bond fide using the holding as an ordinary 
the clause was introduced defining the farm.” If anybody criticised that adden- 
word “ agricultural ” in reference to the | dum on the ground that it was already 
subject, as that word appeared in the) provided for in the Act of 1887 he would 
ninth section of the Land Law (Ireland) | not venture to dispute it. He believed 
Act, 1887. The word “agricultural”! it was true, but as, nevertheless, under 
in that section was generally understood | this section they were extending the 
as including both agricultural and pas-| definition given to the Act of 1887, as 
toral land; it was so understood, he/| interpreted by the Court of Appeal in 
believed, by the Houses of Parliament | Ireland, it might be as well to reiterate 
that passed it; it was certainly so! the safeguards of the words introduced 
understood by the legal Sub-Commis-| into that Act and prevent a hasty reader, 
sioners who administered the Act, and| however hasty he might be, from falling 
by the head of the Land Commission, | in any error with regard to the intentions 
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of the Lezislature. He hoped that 
addition to the clause would mitigate 
the objections felt, not in that House, 
but in the other House, and that it 
would enable them to come to a satis- 
factory agreement upon what was the 
most thorny branch of the most thorny 
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these town parks, because the Legislature 
then enacted, for the first time, that 
although such holdings came within the 
exceptions as provided by the legislation 
of 1870 and 1881, although they { fulfilled 
all the conditions laid down if held as an 
“ordinary agricultural farm,” they were 








subject that the Legislature ever dealt | | not to come within the exceptions of the 
with in regard to Irish land. He thought | Acts of 1870 and 1881 ; and it was then 
that to move that the House disagree | | pointed out that, although they might be 
with the Lords’ Amendment would be | quite willing to admit small holdings 
the proper motion to make at this stage. | around the town, still they ought not to 

*Mr. SPEAKER said that the proper | ‘admit to the benefit of the Act, people, 
motion would be t9 disagree with the | such as butchers and dairymen, who had 
Lords’ Amendment ; that would restore | mere grazing fields and used them in 
Clause 5, and then, after the restoration connection with their business. The whole 
of the clause, the addition of the proviso | concession of 1887 was made under the 
might be moved. | assumption that these pastoral tenants 

Tur FIRST LORD or rue TREA- | were not to be included under the Act. 
SURY moved accordingly. | When the matter afterwards came before 

Mr. CARSON said he was sorry that | the Courts the Sub-Commissioners held 
his right hon. Friend had again, on one | that “agricultural” included “pastoral.” 
of the most material parts of the Bill, | Noone would blame them for that, because 
thought fit to disagree with an Amend- | it had occurred to him that “agricultural” 
ment of the House of Lords. He had would include “ pastoral,” and it was 
referred to what he had described as the | upon that assumption that he assented to 
unanimous view of the House in insert-|the matter. When the question came 
ing Clause 5 as it went up to the Lords. | before the Court of Appeal, by their deci- 
In assenting to the words “ partly | sion they exactly carried out and excluded 
agricultural ” he | in the particular case before them the 
wished to state that he was entirely [land which was not an agricultural farm. 
under a misapprehension as to the objects | So far as he knew the matter had worked 
of the Legislature when they made a dis-|out perfectly in the Irish Courts in 
tinction in the Act of 1887, and he desired | accordance with what was the intention 
specifically to state this because the fact |of Parliament. Persons had been ex- 
had been relied upon by the Lord Chan-| cluded who were not bond fide farmers, 
cellor of Ireland, though he knew it was ,and he contended that they ought to be 
not his real opinion when it was brought | excluded. Now what was it the right 
to his notice. It arose in Committee | hon. Gentleman proposed to mitigate the 
quite suddenly. It was proposed by the | section he wanted to put in? He was quite 
Government to drop a particular clause | entitled to say that the section should 
dealing with town parks, and hon. and | be put in, but if it was done unanimously 
learned Members opposite acquainted | it was done under a misapprehension. 
with the technicalities of this interesting | The right hon. Gentleman now proposed 
code were in fayour of dropping it, but | | to re- -enact practically the words of the 
they mentioned the fact that by an | | Act of 1887. If they were enacted it 
accident the word “ pastoral” had been | would make no change. Such re-enact- 
left out of the Act of 1887, and the | ment would in no way modify Section 5 
word “agricultural” put in. las it originally stood, and would keep 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: It was} out no one. The class of persons whom 
in from the beginning. they desired to keep out were persons 

Mr. CARSON: Not in this form— | carrying on business in towns, and who 
mixed up ina large section on an entirely| were not bond fide farmers at all. 
different matter. He did not profess, (‘‘ Hear, hear ! ’’| Such persons ought 
like some persons, to be infallible, and he | not, in the case of these town parks, to 
admitted that at that time he made a|be allowed within the purview of the 
mistake as to the object of the Legislature | Act.. The right hon. Gentleman’s own 
in 1887. By the Act of 1887 a great|words would let in exactly the same 
concession was made with reference to |class of persons who, it was anticipated, 


First Lord of the Treasury. 


pastoral and. partly 
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might come in unless this word ‘‘ pas- 
toral’’ was excluded from the Act of 
1887. He hoped the right hon. Gen- 
tleman would meet them so far as to 
mitigate the evils of this section by say- 
ing it was not to apply to any person 
who was not a bond fide farmer. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !”’ 

Mr. T. M. HEALY thought the 
right hon. and learned Gentleman had 
hardly done himself justice. He had 
told the House, with an air of injured 
innocence, that he thought the tenant 
in this case was a solicitor, that this 
clause made an enormous difference in 
the law, and that he was quite satisfied it 
was by no oversight the Parliament of 
1887 did not remedy this at the time. 
He was sure the right hon. and learned 
Gentleman had heard the recommenda- 
tion given by an eminent Queen’s 
Counsel to a gentleman who proposed 
to swear an affidavit, he having already 
sworn an affidavit in exactly a con-| 
trary sense in the course of the suit. | 


The eminent Queen’s Counsel said :— | 
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“Never swear an affidavit when your previous 
affidavit to a contrary effect is in possession of 
the Court. My young friend, said he, ‘ that 
would be a lie.” 


| Laughter.| They did not in that House| 
make statements on affidavit, but he pre- | 
sumed the right hon. Gentleman would | 
accept ‘‘ Hansard,’’ His own recollection 
of the Debate was that the words there 
attributed to the right hon. Gentleman 
were those actually and textually 
used :— 


“In regard to the application of the word | 


‘agriculture’ in the Act of 1887—as ruled by 
the Courts—which it was proposed to remedy 
by this sub-section, he argued for the tenant in 
that case.” 


On July 16th, the right hon. Gentleman 
said he was a tenant, but now he had 
changed his mind and now he was an 
attorney. [ Laughter. | 

Mr. CARSON : Was hean attorney 7) 

Mr. T. M. HEALY : The right hon. 
Gentleman said so. 

Mr. CARSON : I said my recollec- | 
tion was that he was an attorney. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY : His recollection | 
on July 16th was that he was a tenant. | 
Which am I to believe ? 

Mr. CARSON : Cannot an attorney | 
be a tenant? [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] That 
is my point exactly. [‘ Hear, hear ! "| 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY said if that was 
the point taken, then it was met by the 
Amendment of the First Lord of the 
Treasury, which provided that the sec- 
tion should only apply to the case of 
bond fide farmers. 

Mr. CARSON : No, not ‘‘ farmers,”’ 
but ‘‘ farms.’’ I willaccept ‘‘ farmers.”’ 

Mr. T. M. HEALY observed that it 
was on the advice of the right hon. and 
learned Gentleman himself that the Gov- 
ernment accepted the Amendment, and 
then he turned round and supplied Lord 
Macnaghten with the letter which that 
eminent Judge read in the House of 
Lords against that very Amendment, the 
right hon. Gentleman saying that, in 
assenting to it in the Commons, he did 
not know what he was about. [ Laugh- 
ter.| The right hon. and learned Gen- 
tleman in his speech on July 16th, went 
on to say :—- 

‘“*He would suggest, if the Chief Secretary 
decided to accept the Amendment, which would 
leave the law as it stood, that the defect in 
regard to the application of the word ‘agricul- 


tural’ sbould be remedied by a few words on 
Report.” 


The effect was remedied by a few words 
on Report, and this terrible Amendment 

was passed. Lord Macnaghten, in 
moving to omit this sub-section, fortified 
himself with the letter of the right hon. 
}and Jearned Gentleman, and stated that 
what was done in the Commons was 
done at 4 or 5 o’clock in the morning. 
Laughter. | 

Mr. CARSON : There was no such 
statement in the letter. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY did not say there 
was, but it was the statement of the 
noble and learned Judge, who, he should 
have supposed, was a more sacred being. 
[Laughter.| An examination of the 
pages of ‘‘ Hansard’’ would show that 
the Amendment in question must have 
been passed in the Commons at 5 0’ clock 
in the afternoon. Even in the mouth 
of a learned Judge there was a difference 


| between 5 o’clock in the afternoon and 


'5 o'clock in the morning. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !”? and laughter. | The idea pre- 
‘sented to the House of Lords was that 
‘the right hon. and learned Gentleman 
was overcome by fatigue at 5 o’clock in 
the morning, that his faculties were 
| obfuscated, ‘and then that the lurking 
j agents of the Land League stole a march 
upon him. (Laughter. | This clause 
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was in the Bill as it originally stood.| Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved to 
For other reasons the Commons struck | disagree with the Lords’ Amendment. 
the clause out as a whole, but on the 
suggestion of the right hon. and learned| Motion agreed to. 
Gentleman himself, this particular por- 
tion of it was reinstated.  [‘‘ Hear, Line 35, after ‘‘ provided,’’ insert 
hear !’’| When the Act of 1887 was| “also.” 
passed, everybody conceived that the 
word ‘‘agricultural’’ included ‘‘pas-|) Mr. GERALD BALFOUR observed 
toral,’? and the Land Commission had | that this was consequential to another 
so decided. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] He! Amendment which had been disagreed 
would say, on the whole, that this was} with, and he accordingly moved that the 
the smallest molehill that was ever con-| House do disagree with the Lords in this 
verted into a mountain by the assistance | Amendment. 
of the House of Lords.  [‘‘ Hear, | 
hear !’’} | Motion agreed to. 

| 





House disagreed with the Lords’! On the Lords’ Amendment to Clause 8 
Amendment. \(Turbary and other profits, easements, 
and privileges), 
Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY moved to add to the end of the) Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved to 
clause the proviso, | agree with the Lords’ Amendment. 
“ Provided that the section shall not entitle | 


any person to have a fair rent fixed who is not | 
bond fide using the holding as an ordinary farm.” | 


Motion agreed to. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved to 
Proviso agreed to. |add to the new clause the following sub- 
| section :— 


Lords’ Amendment—Line 27, leave} 
out from ‘‘ person ’’ to “‘ if,’’ in line 31. | (3) “ Where, during the continuance of a statu- 
tory term, the tenant is disturbed in the exercise 

" = | of any such privilege as hereinbefore described 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved, | which he had been accustomed to exercise as 
‘*That the House do disagree with the| aforesaid, and on the fixing of the fair rent the 
Lords’ Amendment.’’ It really seemed | same was fixed on the assumption that the con- 


ss “<< ° - | tinued exercise of such privilege would be per- 

‘ S Ss Ww Oe hee 5° ‘ 
to him that these arog ne arbi mitted, but no express order with reference to 
trary and unnecessary, and although it) the same was made, the tenant on being so dis- 


was sometimes usual to lay down a hard |turbed may apply in the prescribed manner 
and fast rule, it was not desirable to | to the Court, and the Court may, if the landlord 
: -, | elects to discontinue such privilege, vary the 
t d_ fas : “age eet 
multiply hard on fast rules iy aay rent for the remainder of the statutory 
was not absolutely necessary to do so. | term to such extent as may appear just, and if 
As they gave the Court discretion not! the landlord on such application consents to 
to entertain these applications unless | allow the tenant to exercise the privilege as of 
they considered them to be reasonable, he | right during the statutory term under the same 
“"y + furtl limit: ti meas: | | restrictions and conditions as theretofore, or such 
thought any further limitations ought | other restrictions and conditions as may be 
not to be imposed. He therefore moved | agreed on, the Court may secure such exercise to 
that the House disagree with the Lords’ | the tenant by order.”’ 
Amendment. : : . 
He said the sub-section carried out a 
Motion agreed to. suggestion made by Lord Macnaghten 
Nar cose +, , |im another place, in the Debate on the 
Line 33, after “or "" insert “if it. turbary question. The clause as pro- 
posed by the Government simply re- 
enacted what was the law already, but 
Line 34, after ‘‘date’’ insert :— it did not make the smallest concession 
; to t t ‘ i iti a) 
‘‘ provided that the amount of land so sub-let | — agency _ And st —— . 
shall not exceed one-eighth of the holding, nor | Macing no concession it gave the land- 
one statute acre for each house or allotment, nor | lord a new remedy which he never had 
five acres in the aggregate.” before—the remedy contained in the 


Mr. T. M. Healy. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 
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second sub-clause. It might be said of |did not see why they should go to a 
the clause that if it did no good, it did | Division on this subject. The clause, as 
not do so much harm, and he sought to| he apprehended it, simply followed the 
make it a little better. Lord Mac-| existing practice, but it did impose on 
naghten suggested that if a tenant was|the tenant an enormous liability for 
disturbed in the exercise of any of these | costs, and he would ask why, when they 
privileges it should be competent for him | made no change in the law, they should 
to go to Court to make a case that he | put the landlord in a better position than 
was disturbed, and get such redress as | he had ever been before. He would be in 
the Court could give him. He thought | favour of giving the landlord, in a case 
that was a reasonable suggestion. It|where there was a waste of bog, the 


was inevitable that in a large number of 
the cases to which this section was in- 
tended to apply, the Court would through 
inadvertence, or from one cause or 
another, fail to take any cognisance at 
at the time of the hearing of these tur- 
bary and other privileges. He thought 
the Government would agree that, if an 
accident of that kind happened, it would 
be a misfortune if it should prevent the 
tenant from going to the Court. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY said that, as it appeared on the 
face of the proposed Amendment, this 
new sub-section could only have effect in 
those cases where no express order had 
been made in reference to those matters, 
but where an assumption existed which 


had not been put into formal shape by 


the Court. Such cases would be ex- 
tremely rare, and he did not think it was 
worth while or advisable to break up, to 
go back upon, the hearing of the fair 
rent, to do over again all the things that 
were done at considerable cost and 
trouble to meet a contingency which, 
he thought, was not one which would 
very frequently occur. On the whole, 
and quite seeing the object of the hon. 
Gentleman, and seeing that everything he 
wanted would come into full operation at 
the end of the statutory term now cur- 
rent, there could be no continuance of 
any wrong if any wrong had been done ; 
and he would ask him, on a survey of 
the whole circumstances, not to ask the 
House to tear up by the roots, as it were, 
the decision arrived at by the Sub-Com- 
missioners and to reinvestigate matters 
which they had already once judicially 
gone into. For these reasons he did not 
think it would be desirable that they 
should make this addendum to the Lords’ 
Amendment, and he hoped the hon. Gen- 
tleman would not think it necessary to 
press it. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that in view 
of the statement of the Government, he 





right to make an application to petty 
sessions. It was a huge engine of op- 
pression to drag a man from the bogs of 
Connemara to Dublin to make a motion 
in this regard. A summons at petty 
sessions would cost 1s., while a motion in 
Dublin would cost at least five guineas, 
and that would probably be equal to the 
man’s rent for the whole year. No one 
was more in favour of preventing waste 
of bog than he was. He thought that 
ought to be restricted, and in that spirit 
he was with the Government in their pro- 
posal. What he would suggest, how- 
ever, was that that the Government 
should omit Sub-section 2 for the present, 
and that they should insert, in the 
House of Lords, a more simple remedy 
than that of bringing a man, say, from the 
island of Achill to Dublin, where he 
would be put to a large expense. In 
Deasy’s Act there was a section dealing 
with waste. Let them apply that sec- 
tion to the case of turbary, and there 
they had the whole thing. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY said that 
in view of what the First Lord had said, 
he would not persist in his Amendment. 
He thought it would be more regular to 
take the discussion on the Motion to omit 
Sub-section (2). 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. KNOX moved, after Sub-section 
(1), in Clause 8, to insert, as a new 
sub-section, the words, 


“Tf the landlord, in the opinion of the Court, 
unreasonably withholds his consent, and if the 
privilege be a privilege of turbary, of taking or 
bringing sea wrackage, or of grazing over land 
other than demesne land, and if the privilege is, 
in the opinion of the Court, necessary to the 
reasonable enjoyment of the holding, the Court 
may make an order for securing the privilege to 
the tenant, upon such terms as to rent or other- 
wise and in such manner as the Court may think 
just, and such order shall be binding on all es- 
tates and interests in the land.’’ 
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He ventured to think that this was a 
reasonable proposal. The Government 
had yielded a great deal too easily in the 
other House to the opposition of the 
landlords, much of which he thought was 
due to the vagueness of the clause. The 
three substantial privileges of an Irish 
tenant which they wanted to protect 
were those of turbary, the taking of 
sea-wrack, and rough mountain grazing. 
He had never been able to see why they 
should be unable to fix a fair rent for 
five acres of potato ground and not for 
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;come from the House of Lords would 


effectually do this. If the landlord 
desired to exercise the option he would 
have, in the sense of refusing the privi- 
lege to the tenant, the Court could, if it 
thought fit, fix the consequential rent in 
relation to that refusal. He thought 
the number of landlords who would act 
in the way the hon. and learned Member 
had suggested was extremely small. At 


_all events, no specific case of the kind 
ihad come to the knowledge of the 


the grazing of three cows on a mountain | 


side. He ventured to think there 
was no real ground of justice in the dis- 
tinction, and if, under these conditions, 
a landlord was so cruel and unreason- 
able as to withhold his consent, in 
the opinion of an impartial tribunal 
the privilege was necessary to the 
reasonable enjoyment of the holding, 
if the privileges be one of these three kinds 
he ventured to think that in that case 
there could be no real reason for refusing 
the power to fix a fair rent on what was 
practically the holding of the tenant. 
What had been done in the other House 
could in no sense be regarded as a com- 
promise satisfactory to Ireland. Those 


privileges affected an enormous number 
of the poorest tenants, whose interests 
that House ought most narrowly to safe- 


guard. It also affected the most galling 
of all injustices—those which caused the 
most ill-feeling between landlord and 
tenant. The clause as it stood did not 
meet the requirements of the tenant. 
There were many cases in which the 
right of turbary and mountain grazing 
was one of far more importance to tbe 
tenant than any reduction of rent. He 
ventured, therefore, to move the Amend- 
ment, which he believed to contain the 
reasonable minimum, which the tenants 
could claim. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY said the hon. Gentleman would 
see doubtless that his sub-section was 
merely a re-enactment, in somewhat 
different terms, of the clause as it was 
originally introduced, and which excited 


Government. 


Sir THOMAS LEA (Londonderry) 


said he regretted that the Government 





so much feeling and strong opposition | 
even among those who were generally! way to disagree altogether with the 


favourable to the Bill 


had shown weakness on this point. 
[Opposition cheers.| There was a great 
deal to be said for the hon. and learned 
Member's proposal, and he had always 
regretted the strong language used on 
the subject by his hon. Friends below 
him. [Opposition cheers.) There had 
been undoubted cases in which the land- 
lords, when the tenant applied to the 
Court for a fair rent, had served notices 
on the tenants that in future they would 
not be able to take turbary. In another 
way it was also a gross injrstice to the 
tenants. Having applied to the Court 
to get a fair rent fixed, they had been 
deprived of the turbary. There were 
many estates on which large numbers of 
the tenants had not gone into the Court 
because they had seen how other 
tenants who had applied had _ been 
mulcted in this matter. 

THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : It cannot be done in future. 

Sir THOMAS LEA was glad to 
hear it. He hoped it could not, but he 
knew that in the past this state of 
things had created centres of disaffection 
among both classes of tenants. 

Mr. Serseant HEMPHILL (Tyrone, 
N.) said he hoped the First Lord of the 
Treasury would accept the Amendment. 
The right hon. Gentleman said the effect 
of it would be somewhat to restore 
Clause 8 as it stood in the Bill when 
it left that House. He confessed that 
to his mind that was its strongest 
recommendation, and he deplored deeply 
that the Government had not seen their 


He would | Amendments of the Lords in excluding 
suggest that it was desirable in the) Clause 8 entirely from the Bill. 


He did 


interests of everybody concerned to con- | not believe there was any question con- 
fine the re-enactment to preventing aj nected with the subject in which the 


gross injustice, and the clause as it had 
Mr. Knox. 


| 


tenant farmers, especially in the north 
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of Ireland, were more vitally interested | estimating the value of the three or four 
than this question of turbary. In con- | acres, perhaps held by the tenant, might 
firmation of that he would read the | regard that refusal in measuring the fair 
House a telegram which had just been| rent. He would appeal to the hon. and 
handed to him from Londonderry :— gallant Member for Yarmouth, who had 
“At a meeting of tenants representing the taken such a prominent part against the 
counties of Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone, held | Irish tenants in the course of the Bill, 
in Derry to-day, the chairman was requested | whether it was not a fact that in Kerry 
to convey to the Leaders of Parties in Parlia- | alone there were hundreds of very small 
ment their strong protest against the Lords’ if 2 hich tl de ab baa Wi 
Amendments to the Land Bill, and particularly | pene ateanded aecedie~trlggrenienet = 
those affecting occupation rights, town parks, |of no interest to the tenant, compared 
pasture holdings, turbary, and other easements, | with the right of commonage and turbary ; 
and they urgently request that the Commons | and jin such circumstances what reduc- 
will reject these Amendments and restore the | ,- 
Bill to the form in which it passed the Com- | tion of rent could compensate for the de- 
mons.” | privation of this right ? [‘‘ Hear, hear ! ”| 
ae ; | Let not the Leader of the House rest 
Nothing could be more eminently | under the supposition that this Bill, and 
reasonable than the clause as it passed this clause especially, could in any sense 
that House, because it enabled _ the ‘be accepted by the tenants in any part 
Court by their order to so direct | of Ireland as anything approaching to a 
matters that no Injury would be done to | settlement of the Land Question. His 
the landlord’s property in the towns. | conviction was that when this Bill did 
They all knew that there were an im-| pass there would a blaze of discontent 
mense number of holdings, in both | throughout the whole length and breadth 
the north and south of Ireland, where | of Treland, in which blaze the Bill would 
land was valueless without the | actually be burnt in effigy. [Laughter.| 





enjoyment of commonage or turbary.! pr. DILLON said the clause afforded 
‘ ¥; ? 7 ¢ j : 

[‘ Hear, hear!”] If that enjoyment was | no protection to the tenant.: If a land- 

acquired as a matter of right, of course Jord had the power to say to a tenant, 


an Act of Parliament was not required) «You shall have no turbary if you get 
at all; but as a matter of fact it had | fair rent fixed,” how was the tenant 
been enjoyed for very many years with-| to phe compensated ? Suppose the rent 
out question. The object of Clause 8, as | was reduced by one-half because of the 
it left that House, was to give this| joss of turbary, what would be the ad- 


security to the tenant when he went into | vantage of that if the tenant had to 


Court to have a fair rent fixed, the | travel miles to get a sod of turf, or if he 
Court should have the power of fixing 


, k 'was boycotted as regarded fuel? By 
the fair rent under the hypothesis that | this clause they would leave in the hands 


the landlord contd not deprive him of | of a landlord a weapon of coercion which 
that right—or the enjoyment: of that might be used for the purpose of bullying 
stp gg: | ponecseaapine — 2 preventing them getting fair 
Ran Wh ; “3 any | rents fixed. 
abuse of the right of turbary or any other | ; e 
easement. It was, he repeated, a matter | Question put, That those words be 
of deep regret to him that this clause there inserted in the Lords’ Amend- 
should have been deleted from the Bill, | ment. 
for in comparison with this almost every! The House divided :— Ayes, 61; 
concession that had been made with the) Noes, 139.—-(Division List, No. 415.) 
tenants was, in his opinion, more or less | ‘3 
valueless. It did not appear to him that | Rey october ee — 
the Amendment substituted by the|® RE SRP SOROS WOON, SRO, SS See 
Leader of the House did anything but) . “ Provided that the Court may remit applica- 
leave the law exactly as it was The | tion for hearing to any Sub-Commissioner who 
ae P eZ Toe at the time the claim is made is actually sitting 
matter of the enjoyment of the privilege | or about to sit in the district in which the hold- 
would depend on the consent of the ing is situated, and who shall have all the powers 
landlord, and there were no means of | to hear and determine the matter of the appli- 
compelling the landlord to give his con- cation and to make an order thereon. 
sent. It merely said that if the landlord| Amendment agreed to; Lords’ 
withheld his consent then the Court, on| Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 





635 Land Law 
Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved | 


that the House do agree with the Lords’ 
Amendment :— 

Page 7, line 20, leave out from (“accordingly”) | 
to the end of -the sub-section, and to insert as a | 
new sub-section : 


(2.) Provided that where a fair rent has after 
the passing of this Act been fixed for the first 
time in the case of a tenancy to which. 


Motion agreed to. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, | 
Clause 9, page 7, line 9 of new Sub-| 
section (2), after “ paid the” to insert 
* judicial.” 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that | 
if the hon. Gentleman would accept the | 
words “ when judicially fixed” in place | 
of his Amendment, he should not object | 
to their being inserted. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY said that | 
he would accept the words proposed by | 
the right hon. Gentleman. He asked | 
leave to withdraw his Amendment. | 

| 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. | 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved, | 
Clause 9, p. 7, line 9 of new Sub-section | 
(2), after “rent” to insert “ when| 
judicially fixed.” 


| 


Amendment agreed to. | 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, | 
Clause 9, p. 7, line 10, after “rent” to} 
insert “for that portion of the statutory | 
term then remaining unexpired.” 


Amendment agreed to. | 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY ae, 
Clause 9, p. 7, line 11, after “that” to 
insert 
“by reason of any special circumstances not | 
brought to the knowledge of the Court on the 


hearing of the application to have a fair rent 
fixed.” | 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
he had no objection to the Amendment. 


Amendment agreed to; Lords’ 
Amendment as amended agreed to, 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
that the Lords’ Amendment 


Page 4, line 31, after (“holding”) insert 


| (‘the substantial part of ’’) 


be agreed to. 
Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
that the Lords’ Amendment 


Page 8, line 15, leave out from (‘‘ decree”) to 
(“had”) in line 16, and insert (‘‘ for possession 
) 


be agreed to. 
Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 


to agree with Lords’ Amendment :— 


Page 9, line 39, after (“lodged ’’) insert (“in 
respect of the rent and arrears, exclusive of 
costs ”’) 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 


Page 10, line 1, leave out from beginning of 
line to (“shall”) in line 2, and insert (‘the 
date of the commencement of the proceedings 
in the ejectment, and the balance of the rent 
due to that date shall be recoverable by the 
andlord as if the same were a debt due to him 
by the person legally liable therefor, but ’’) 


Motion agreed to. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
Clause 15, p. 9, line 40 of Bill, after 
“shall” insert “in the case of any 
ejectment brought after the passing of 
this Act.” 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Arxinson, London- 
derry) thought that the objection of the 
hon. Member was not well founded. 
Where the amount of the arrears 


indorsed amounted to more than two 


years’ rent the tenant should be dis- 


charged by payment of two years’ rent, 
and when he did he would be discharged 
from the balance of the rent to be paid. 
But the clause left untouched the ques- 
tion of rent which accrued and was due 
after the service of the ejectment 
notice. This clause only dealt with the 
rent due and sued for. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY thought 


that the right hon. Gentleman had not 
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correctly apprehended the point. Take 
the case of a tenant owing four years’ 
rent. It was the intention, if the eject- 
ment was brought after the passing of 
the Act, that on payment of two years’ 
rent the tenant should be clear of the 
ejectment. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said it 
was not possible to meet that point with- 
out falling into another difficulty. 
Supposing the action for ejectment was 
brought a fortnight or a month before 
the passing of the Act. Then all the 
evils which the hon. Member had sub- 
mitted would arise in the particular case 
mentioned. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY suggested 
that the words should be altered to “in 
the case of any ejectment in which 
judgment is recovered after the passing 
of this Act.” 

Mr. T. M. HEALY suggested that 
the Government might fairly accept the 
Amendment, and if they found that 
there was any objection to it as going 
too far, and not carrying out the inten- 
tion of the Government, then it might be 
struck out. But the clause as it now 
stood did not meet the expressed inten- 
tion of the Government. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR was 
afraid that the difficulty, which he did 
not deny, must be faced and the Com- 
mittee must accept the clause as it 
stood. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, in 
the Lords’ Amendment, page 10, line 1, 
after “ejectment” to insert— 

“in the case of any ejectment in which 


judgment was recovered before the passing of 
this Act.” 


In the case of this Amendment it would 
be impossible for a tenant to spin out 
time, but the cases the Amendment was 
designed to cover were very hard ones. 
They were indeed the very class of cases | 
in which the matter was urgent, namely, 
cases in which proceedings were pending. 
He pressed the Government to grant 
this concession because it was the 
hardest of all cases. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said it was 
only reasonable that this Amendment 
should be accepted. The spirit of it 
had already been accepted by the House, 
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and a little flaw had been discovered 
and remedied in another place. But the 
clause as amended was very hard on the 
tenant. The Bill was introduced last 
March, and some landlords, being aware 
of this two years’ provision, had obtained 
ejectment notices which they would 
never have dreamt of obtaining except 
for the fact that the Bill had been 
introduced. That case was considered 
as the Bill went up to the House of 
Lords. The Government had caused 
judgments and ejectment notices to be 
brought forward by the introduction of 
this Bill, and now they -were being told 
that the good landlord was to be hit and 
the bad landlord was to be let off. 
A mean landlord who had taken harsh 
proceedings betimes was to be rewarded 
for his alertness and astuteness at the 
expense of his tenants. 

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND thought the hon. Member 
would see on reflection that it was im- 
possible for the Government to accept 
this Amendment. The only cases to 
which the Amendment could apply would 
be cases where judgment had been 
recovered and the landlord had given 
the tenant further time for the payment 
of his debt, during which time further 
rent had accrued. The hon. and learned 
Member proposed that the tenant’s lia- 
bility in respect of such additional rent 
should be wiped out on payment of the 
rent for the two preceding years. This 
Amendment would not encourage 
landlords to be lenient to their tenants. 
[t would be contrary to all principle in 
cases where judgment had been recovered 
before the passing of the Act to interfere 
with the rights of the parties. 

Amendment negatived ; 
Amendment agreed to. 


Lords’ 


Motion made that the following Lords’ 
Amendment be agreed to :— 


Page 10, line 3, after “distress” insert 
“provided, however, that (1) nothing herein 
contained shall relieve the tenant from paying 
or undertaking to pay costs as provided by the 
said sections; and (2) that this section shall not 
apply to any proceeding in ejectment in which 
an Order has been or shall be made under the 
30th section of the Land Laws (Ireland) Act, 
1887, nor to any arrears of rent the subject of 
any such Order.”’ 


Mr. T. M. HEALY observed that 
nothing could equal in meanness this 
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Amendment introduced in the other 
House. It was a typical instance of 
the meanness of the House of Lords. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


The following Lords’ Amendments 
were agreed to :— 

Line 6, after (“manner ”’) insert (‘and sub- 
ject to the prescribed rules and conditions”’) ; 
line 18, after (“provision”) insert (“in the 
agreement ’’). 


On the following Lords’ Amendment, 


Line 24, after (“same”) insert “ (4) The said 
conditions shall, in the case of an agreement 
made by a limited owner or a mortgagor or 


mortgagee in possession, include such conditions | 


as may seem necessary to protect the interests 


of the person entitled on the cessor of the | 


interest or possession of such limited owner, 
mortgagor or mortgagee,” 


Me. T. M. HEALY moved to leave 


out “seem necessary” and to insert 
instead thereof the words “be pre-| 


scribed.” 


Amendment agreed to ; Lords’ Amend- | 


ment agreed to. 
The following Lords’ Amendment was 
agreed to :— 


Line 33, leave out from (“be”) to the end of 
the clause and insert (“a sale within the 


meaning of section one of the Land Law) 


(Ireland) Act, 1881, but the provisions of the 
several sub-sections thereof other than sub- 
section (6) shall not apply thereto ”). 


On Clause 21, providing that every 
notice of appeal under the 
Acts should state the grounds of appeal, 


and that on the hearing of the appeal no | 


grounds of appeal should, save by leave 


of the Court, which should be granted | 


only on special grounds, be entered into 
except those so stated, the House of 
Lords had agreed to an Amendment 
omitting the words “which should be 
granted only on special grounds.” 


Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to disagree 
with the Lords’ Amendment and to 
reinstate the words. A tenant, he argued, 
was entitled to have notice setting forth 
all the grounds of the case to be brought 
against him. The 
agreed in Committee to the insertion of 
the words which the Lords had struck 
out. 


Mr, T. M. Healy. 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR thought 
that the House of Lords would certainly 
insist upon this Amendment. He 
appealed to the hon. and learned Member 
whether it was worth while to risk a 
contest upon this ground. 

Mr. ARTHUR O’CONNOR 
(Donegal, E.) asked why there should be 
'a different rule in Ireland from that 
| which prevailed in England. Here it 
"was always necessary to state one’s 
grounds of appeal. 
| THe ATTORNEY GENERAL For 
IRELAND said that the practice of all 
| Courts was to require the grounds for an 
appeal to be stated ; but it was in the 
| discretion of the Court to give leave to 
parties to go into other matters than 
those mentioned in the notice of appeal. 
| Of course the leave should not be given, 
and was not given, as a matter of course, 
but the Court always required some 
excuse to be given for the omission from 
the notice of appeal of the particular 
point which a party desired to urge. If 
the words were struck out in accordance 
with the Lords’ Amendment any party 
would still be able to apply to the Court 
for leave to put in some grounds of appeal 

in addition to those stated. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY said _ he 
understood the right hon. Gentleman to 
admit that leave would be granted as a 

|matter of common form. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL ror 
IRELAND: No. 

| Mr. MAURICE HEALY asked what 
|'was the good of striking out the words 
if the law was that leave would not be 
granted without specia] grounds being 
shown. The Irish Members believed 
that if the words were not retained leave 
would be granted as a matter of common 
form. This Amendment of the Lords 
was really designed to enable landlords 
to appeal on the simple question of value. 
If not, he could not understand why 
gentlemen who represented the landlords 
should resist the motion to disagree with 
the Amendment. 

*Mr. SerseEant HEMPHILL 
wished to remind the Attorney General 
‘that many Acts of Parliament required 
Judges of the High Court to state 
the grounds of their Order. There- 
fore there was nothing novel in making 





a Judge state on the face of his Order the 


| special grounds on which he relaxed the 


/rule requiring the grounds of appeal to 








641 Land Law {12 Aveusr 1896} 


be stated. He would have thought the 
Government would wish to prevent the 
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| to consider all the circumstances of the 
case and to decide whether they would 
whole system being governed by some allow any further matter beyond the 
rule of thumb. He hoped the House | notice of appeal to be argued. He hoped 
would not agree to the Lords’ Amend- | the Lords’ Amendment would be agreed 
ment. | to. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.)) Tue FIRST LORD or rue TREA- 
rose for the purpose of asking his hon.; SURY said it was with profound diffi- 
and learned Friend the Member for dence that he intervened, because he had 
North Louth, to go to a division on | but little knowledge of legal procedure. 
this Amendment. It would be obvious | As he understood the argument, on his 
to every reasonable man that, so far, the | side of the House, it was that the matter 
Members sitting on his side of the House | should be left to the discretion of the 
had done everything they could to} Court, whereas on the other side it was 
facilitate the passing of the Bill, and he argued that unless the words were re- 
certainly thought it was rather hard on | tained every change, however trivial, 
them if an Amendment of this kind, | was to be made as a matter of course. 
which was accepted in the Report stage, If there was any chance of the Court 
was now to be left out of the Bill simply taking that course, the danger would 
because the Government were afraid it} have to be guarded against, and he 
would be put in again by the House of | appreherded that both sides of the House 
Lords. He thought that was playing it | might be reconciled by introducing words 
rather low down on the House of | in substitution which would provide that 
Commons. The Amendment which had | leave should not be given by the Court 
been struck out opened up a very wide | “as of course.” ‘ 
field, and unless it was restored the rich} Mr. T. M. HEALY: I am much 
man would have an advantage over the | obliged to the right hon. Gentleman. I 
poorman. The landlord had at his back | think that is very good drafting and very 
all the power that wealth could give him | good sense. 
and would be able to oppress the tenant | 
with expensive litigation. 

Mr. CARSON understood that what 
hon. Gentlemen all wished was _ that 
frivolous appeals should not be allowed, | 
and with that view it was required that 


Lords’ Amendment disagreed with, 
,and Amendment proposed by First Lord 
of the Treasury agreed to. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 


the grounds of appeal should be stated. 
The difference between the two sides of 
the House was simply this. On his side 


to agree with Lords’ Amendment—page 
15, line 10, leave out (‘ persons ”) and 
Insert (“ person ”). 


they wished to leave it to the Court to) 


decide in their own discretion whether 
or not new grounds of appeal should be 
allowed ; while on the other side it was 
contended that it should only be allowed 
on special grounds. ‘Special grounds” 
was a technical phrase known to the 


lawyer and entailed something beyond | 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 
fo) 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
to agree with Lords’ Amendment—line 
12, after (“1891”) insert (“or the Re- 

\demption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 1892”), 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


the ordinary discretion of the Court. | 


Suppose a landlord or a tenant moved 
the Court to allow a new ground, and 
the only excuse was that it had net been 
put in the notice through ignorance. 
That would not bea special ground. He 


did not suppose that anybody proposed ' 


that every notice of appeal should be 
submitted to counsel in order that every 
ground that could possibly be raised 
should be stated. He thought that the, 
fullest protection was given against 
frivolous appeals by allowing the Court’ 
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| 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
to agree with Lords’ Amendment—line 
16, after (“1891”) insert (“or the Re- 

demption of Rent (Ireland) Act, 1891”). 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
_to agree to Lords’ Amendment—lines 
|28 and 29, leave out (“or persons 
personally ”) and insert (“ beneficially ”). 


* - 
Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


2 


a 


A 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 


to agree with Lords’ Amendment—line 
30, leave out Sub-sections (1) to (8) of 
Clause 30 and to insert— 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF SUPERIOR 
INTERESTS. 


(1.) Where any land has been sold under the 
Land Purchase Acts, as amended by this Act, 
or where a lessor or grantor has signified his 
consent to the Redemption of Rent (Treland) 
Act, 1891, the sale of such land, or the sale 


consequent on the lodgment of such consent, as | 


the case may be, shall be made discharged from 
all superior interests as defined by this section 
or from any of them, and in every such case the 
land shall be vested accordingly in the purchaser 
in fee-simple, and such superior interests, or 
the value thereof, shall become a lien upon and 


to be redeemed or satisfied out of the purchase | 


money of such land. 


(2.) A vesting order shall be subject to such 
exceptions and reservations as are specified in the 
order if they were contained in the agreement 
for purchase or subsequently agreed to by the 
vendor and purchaser, and have been approved 
by the Land Commission, and the Land Com- 
mission are satisfied that the effect of such 
exceptions and reservations was explained to 
and understood by the purchaser, or the pur- 
chaser is represented by a solicitor other than 
the solicitor of the vendor. 


(3.) The powers of apportionment given to 
the Land Commission by section ten of the 
Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1885, and 
sections fifteen and sixteen of the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1887, shall extend to superior 
interest and be exercised in such manner as shall 
appear equitable, and shall not be limited to an 
apportionment between the land sold and the 
residue of the land subject to the superior 
interest. 


(4.) The price or compensation to be paid in 


respect of a superior interest, or of any appor- | 


tioned part thereof, shall be determined in the 
manner provided by the said sections for the 
redemption of annuities, rent charges, and rents : 
Provided that, if the Court are of opinion that 
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interest, have the same powers as if such in- 
cumbrance had been charged directly upon the 
land sold. 


(7.) The expression ‘superior interest” shall 
include any rent, rent charge, annuity, fees, 
| duties, or services payable or to be rendered in 
| respect of the land sold to any person, in- 
| cluding Her Majesty and Her successors, and 
| any estates, exceptions, reservations, covenants, 
conditions, or agreements contained in any fee- 
| farm grant, or other conveyance in fee, or lease 
under which such land is held, and, if such land 
is held under a lease for lives or years renewable 
for ever, or for a term of years of which not less 
than sixty are unexpired at the date of the sale, 
shall include any reversion or estate expectant 
on the determination of such lease or expiration 
of such term, and notwithstanding that such 
reversion or estate may be vested in Her 
Majesty and Her successors. 

(8.) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
‘rights of the public or of any class of the 
| public in respect of the land sold, or the rights 
| of any person or persons in respect of the waters 

of any stream or watercourse or of any right of 
way. 
Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
| Clause 30, page 15, in new Sub-section 
(1), line 3, after “the” insert “ re- 
demption of a rent under the.” 


| Amendment agreed to. 
| Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
| Clause 30, page 15, line 4, after “ 1891,” 
insert 

‘Or where land is sold by the Land Judge to 
the tenant thereof, and an advance under the 


Land Purchase Acts is made for the purpose of 
such sale.”’ 


| Amendment agreed to. 


| Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
| Clause 30, page 15, in new Sub-section (3) 
|after “apportionment” insert “and 
| redemption.” 


any such superior interest is of no appreciable 


value to the persons entitled thereto, the pur- | 


chase money of the land may be distributed 
without regard to such superior interest. 


(5.) If a superior interest, or the benefit 
arising thereunder, is settled land within the 
meaning of the Settled Land Acts, 1882 to 1890, 
the person who constitutes the tenant for life, 
or who has the powers of a tenant for life under 
those Acts, shall have power to enter into any 
consent in relation to the sale being made dis- 
charged from such superior interest, and to the 
redemption or satisfaction of the same out of 
the purchase money. 


(6.) Where a superior interest is subject to 
an incumbrance as defined by the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1887, the Court shall, for the 
purpose of distribution of the price or com- 
pensation payable in respect of such superior 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
|Clause 30, page 15, after new Sub- 
section (3), insert as new sub-section— 


| (4.) Where a holding is scld by the Land 
| Judge to the tenant thereof and an advance 
| under the Land Purchase Acts is made for the 
| purpose, the Land Judge shall have the powers 
| of apportionment and redemption conferred on 
|the Land Commission by sections fifteen and 
| sixteen of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, 
| and by Section twenty of the Purchase of Land 
(Ireland) Act, 1891, as the seme are amended 
and extended by this Act in like manner as if 
the Land Judge were the Land Commission. 


Amendment agreed to. 


| 
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Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
as an Amendment to the new  sub- 
section dealing with the powers of the 
Court where a superior interest is sub- 
ject to an incumbrance as defined by the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, to omit 
the words— 

“for the purpose of distribution of the price or 


compensation payable in respect of such superior 
interest.” 


The Scheme, as he understood it to be 
agreed to by Lord Londonderry, was 
that the fee simple should, in all cases, 
be vested in the tenant free from any 
kind of superior interest or incum- 
brance. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
did not see any objection to the omission 
of these words. 


Amendment to proposed Amendment 
agreed to; Amendment, as thus altered, 
agreed to. 


Lords’ Amendment— 


“ From page 17, line 32, leave out from ‘any’ 
to ‘the’ in line 33, and insert ‘requisition as 
to title the making of which by a_ purchaser 
would be prevented by,’ to page 19, line 7, after 
‘effect,’ insert ‘(3) This section shall extend 
4aF necessary modifications,’ ” 


agreed to. 


On Clause 34 (Liabilities for arrears, 
etc.), 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
as an Amendment to the Lords’ Amend- 
ment (line 9, leave out from “and” to 
“discharged ” in line 12, and insert “is 
lodged with the Land Commission, the 
purchaser shall in the event of the sale 
being carried out, be”), to omit the 
words “in the event of the sale being 
carried out.” What was intended to be 
provided was, he contended, amply 
covered by the final words of the clause. 
The words he proposed to omit were 
necessary in the Act of 1888, where 
they were in a different context, but 
mischief would be done if they were 
retained in the present Act, as it would 
then be possible for the landlord to 
maintain that his liability was not ex- 
tinguished until the sale was ultimately 
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sanctioned. They must, at any rate, 
secure that the tenant should not be worse | 
off under this clause than he was under | 
the Act of 1888. 


He protested against | 
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the embarrassment and difficulties which 
the Government had got into by this 
wretched meddling with the Act of 
1888. 

‘Mr. T. M. HEALY respectfully 
asked the Government what was the 
mystery about this business. He 
could not understand the mystery 
about this proposal. He believed it was 
due to the malice of an official behind 
the scenes connected with the Land Com- 
mission, and so far as he was concerned 
he denounced it. For eight years the 
law had remained untouched, and it had 
stood the test of the Law Courts. Let 
them leave the Act of 1888 alone. 
[ ‘* Hear, hear!” 

*sir J. COLOMB trusted the Govern- 
ment would stick to the clause. 

Mr. KNOX condemned the clause 
as essentially inequitable and_ totally 
uncalled for. 

THe ATTORNEY GENERAL For 
IRELAND said he could understand 
the hostility of the hon. and learned 
Member for North Louth to anything 
which interfered with the Act of 1888. 
It must seem to him something like an 
injury and an affront. [ZLaughter.| He 
denied that the clause would have the 
effect suggested by the hon. and learned 
Member, and he hoped the House would 
approve of it. 


Amendment to Lords’ Amendment 
negatived ; Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


Lords’ Amendment, page 19, line 16, 
after the word “rent” insert the words 
“and arrears,” agreed to. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY proposed 
to add to Sub-section (1), in order to 
make its sense perfectly clear, the 
words,— 


“provided that no proceedings with respect to 
the said rent and arrears existing at the date of 
the Agreement shall be brought, pending the 
carrying out of the same.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lords’ Amendment— 


page 19, line 23, after the word “shall” insert 
the words “as respects the periods subsequent 
to the date of the advance be applied in payment 
of the interest due under section twenty of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, and subject 
thereto shall,” 


agreed to. 


2A 2 
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Lords’ Amendment, page 21, line 4, 
after the word “shall” insert the words 
“subject to the provisions of section 
thirty of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1881,” agreed to. 


Land Law 


Lords Amendment, page 21, line 34, 
leave out the word “and,” and insert the 
. words “discharged from,” agreed to. 


On the Lords’ Amendment to insert 
after the word “ mentioned ” in line 22, 
page 22, the following sub-section :— 


(e) Subject to the prescribed rules, any person 
aggrieved by any Order of the Land Judge made 
under this section may apply to the Court of 


Appeal to rehear the matter, and the matter | 


shall be reheard accordingly,” 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR 


as to security for costs.” 

Mr. KNOX did not think 
There were three parties in the matter, 
The incumbrancer or the landlord would 
probably have no difficulty in getting 
security, but the tenant might find 
difficulty. 

Mr. CARSON said it was very often 


in the hardest case that security for | 


costs worked in the wrong direction. It 
might be that the man who had the best 
case might be in the worst position to give 
security for costs, and security for costs 


had no relation whatever to the matter | 


to be determined by the Court of Appeal. 
It would be fairer to all parties that 
security for costs should not be required. 

THe ATTORNEY GENERAL For 
IRELAND said that if the Amend- 
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moved | 
to insert after the word “rules” in the | 
Amendment, the words “ including rules | 


the | 
Amendment would improve the clause. | 
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course the amount of the security for 
costs would always be at the discretion 
of the Court, and they would never re- 
quire so large an amount as would mean 
a denial of justice. 

Mr. Serveant HEMPHILL §sub- 
mitted that it would be better to strike 
out the appeal clause altogether than to 
require the parties to give security for 
costs. ‘The rich suitor or the landlord 
| would be able to give security, but not 
the poor and wretched tenant. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR would 
prefer that the section was struck out 
altogether, but he felt that in a matter 
of this kind it was desirable to meet 
the House of Lords, who expressed a 
|very strong opinion in regard to it. 
|The Government endeavoured to retain 
the power of appeal, but at the same 
time they guarded it in such a way that 
it should not be possible for an appellant 
to make the proceedings under Sec- 
tion 39 practically inoperative. Those 
proceedings were for the must part ad- 
|ministrative, and not judicial, and cer- 
tainly in 99 cases out of 100, or perhaps 
in 999 cases out of 1,000 there ought to be 
no necessity for appeal. 
| Mr. MAURICE HEALY said he 
also was against the clause and would 
prefer to get rid of it if possible. He 
entertained that view most strongly, be- 
cause this was practically a one-sided 
appeal; it was a landlord’s appeal. 
The only appeal that would be objec- 
| tionable would be the appeal of the dis- 
| sentient owner, where there would be no 
\surplus to go to the owner, and where 
the cost of resisting the appeal would 
|fall upon the State. It therefore came 
‘to this, that in order to protect the 





ment were not accepted the result might|owner in that one case, they imposed 
be that the clause would be practically | upon the dissentient tenants the neces- 
inoperative. Each tenant would have) sity of giving security for costs in any 
the right of appeal, and if there was to| case, and that in a case where, for the 
be no security for costs every one of 20, | first time, they enabled a single Judge 
30, or 40 tenants might appeal on/ to insist upon the tenants compulsorily 
exactly the same ground, and thus pro-| purchasing their holdings. 

long the proceedings indefinitely. It 
was, therefore, absolutely necessary, in | 
order that the right of appeal should not | to. 
be abused, that some security for costs | 


should be required. An owner, t00,| omit the word ‘ 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved to, 


: ; ‘apply ’’ in the Amend- 
might appeal on every question that ment, in order to insert the word 
arose unless he was required to give! appeal » 
security for costs; he might carry on| ; 
endless litigation, not at his own expense, | 


but at that of the incumbrancer. sa ba 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed 
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Mr GERALD BALFOUR moved to 
omit all the words after ‘‘ Court of Ap- 
peal’’ in the Amendment, in order to 
insert the words ‘‘ whose decision shall 


be final.’’ 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed 
to. 


Lords’ Amendment—Page 23, line 
19, after ‘* mortgagee,’’ insert ‘‘ in pos- 
session.’ 


Mr. KNOX said this clause was in- 
serted in the Bill on his Motion, and he 
was afraid that, if the Lords’ Amend- 
ment was agreed to, most of the virtue 
of the clause was gone. The object of 
the clause was to enable the Land Com- 
missioners to make advances for a sale 
from a mortgagee to a tenant in the 
same way as in a sale from a landlord to 
a tenant. He could not see that any 
evil would arise if that were allowed to 
be done. The Lords’ Amendment 
would render the procedure less simple 
for the mortgagee, and therefore he op- 
posed it. He saw no reason why, if the 
mortgagee had power to sell, he should 
not sell to the tenant, who in nine cases 
out of ten was the only purchaser in Ire- 
land. He would have thought it would 
be to the landlords’ interest that the 
mortgagee should have power to sell with 
as little expense as possible. That was 
the object of the clause, and that clause 
would be in a great measure rendered 
nugatory if the Lords’ Amendment were 
accepted. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 

Lords’ Amendment—Page 27, line 
11, after the first ‘‘the’’ insert ‘‘ heir 
or,’’? and after ‘‘ representative ’’ insert 
‘‘as the case may be.’’ 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lords’ Amendment—Page 28, line 
27, leave out ‘‘ the’’ and insert ‘‘a.’’ 


Amendment agreed to. 
Lords’ Amendment—Line 28, leave 


out ‘‘herein’’ and insert ‘‘in this 


Act,’’ 


n 


Amendment agreed to. 
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| Lords’ Amendment—Line 39, leave 
{out from ‘‘ where’’ to the end of the 


| sub-section, and insert :— 


| “a tenant would, if this Act had been in force 
jat the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
| 1881, be now a present tenant, and either the 
| landlord has not, since the said decision, resumed 
| possession of the holding, or if he resumed the 
| tenant has redeemed, the tenant shall be deemed 
|a@ present tenant for the purpose of any such 
| application.” 

Mr. T. M. HEALY moved to leave 
out ‘‘ said decision ’’ in Lords’ Amend- 
ment, and to insert :— 

“passing of the said Act or the thirty-first day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-two, as the case may be.” 


Amendment to the Amendment agreed 
to. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved, 
after ‘‘redeemed’’ to insert ‘‘or been 
reinstated.’’ 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY thought 
it would bea hardship if the case was 
not provided for. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR _inti- 
mated that he could not accept the 
words. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY asked if the 
right hon. Gentleman would accept any 
other words ? 

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked leave to 
withdraw his Amendment, in order that 
other words might be brought up. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved to 
leave out, in line 5, the word ‘‘ redeem,”’ 
and substitute for it the words ‘‘ has 
redeemed or been reinstated in his 
former tenancy.”’ 

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked the Chief 
Secretary to accept the words. He did 
not think any Jawyer would object to 
them. If a lawyer did, or they were 
objected to elsewhere, they would not 
be pressed. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR accepted 


the words on that understanding. 
Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 
On the Schedules, — 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY, in para- 
graph 7, moved to leave out the words 
‘‘ unsuitable to the holding.”’ 





Amendment agreed to. 


| 
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Mr. MAURICE HEALY moved to} promised acceleration £100,000 a year 
leave out, in paragraph 8, the words ‘‘on additional grant was to be made. A 
account thereof.’’ |few days ago, however, through ques- 
| tions put in the House of Lords by Lord 
de Vesci, the information was obtained 
‘from the Postmaster General that the 

Remainder of Lords’ Amendments | promised acceleration would not be given, 
agreed to, with slight alterations of a|and that, were any change made, the 
purely verbal character. |advantage of it would not be given to 

Ireland. Similar information had been 

On the Motion of Mr. Gerratp| obtained from the right hon. Gentleman 

Batrour, a Committee, consisting of who represented the Postmaster General 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


Amendment agreed to. 


the following Members, was appointed | 
to draw up the reasons to be assigned | 
for disagreeing with certain of the| 
Amendments made by the Lords :—Mr. 
Gerald Balfour, the Attorney General 
for Ireland, the Solicitor General for) 
Ireland, Mr. T. W. Russell, Mr. 'T. M. | 
Healy, Mr. Serjeant Hemphill, and Mr. 
Renshaw. 


} 


|and county of Dublin. 


in that House. The fact had excited 
great astonishment and no little indigna- 
tion in Ireland, and among those who 


| were strongest in condemning what was 


regarded as a breach of faith about to be 
committed by the Post Office were some 
of the leading Conservatives in the city 
It was agreed 


iby the late Government that there 


|should be an hour’s acceleration each 


way on both the night and day service ; 


‘and further, that the whole benefit of 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BiLL. 
On the return of Mr. Speaker, after 
the usual interval, 
*THoe SECRETARY to tHe TREA- 


SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) 
formally moved the Second Reading of | 
the Appropriation Bill. 


Mr. CLANCY said that on this 
Motion he desired to draw attention to 
a subject of the greatest practical im- 
portance to Ireland, and on which Irish 
public opinion was unanimous—he re- 
ferred to the question of the promised 
acceleration of the Irish mail service 
between London and Dublin. An agi- 
tation on the subject had been going on 
in Ireland for three or more years, and 
the greatest interest was taken in it by 
all classes in the country. Some years 
ago, in the time of the late Government, 
things were brought to a head, and, 
after a good deal of agitation, a promise 
was made that the mail service should be 


accelerated by an hour each way in re- | 


gard to both the night and day services. 
Irish public opinion rested satisfied that 
this promise would be kept, especially 
when the question of renewing the con- 
tract with the City of Dublin Steam 
Packet Company was under considera- 
tion, and when the result of that con- 





| the acceleration should be given to Ire- 
\land. But trom the new time-table it 


appeared that no advantage at all was 
to be given to Ireland. It was, indeed, 
proposed that the day mail should start 
from Dublin at the same hour as now ; 
that half an hour was to be saved on the 
journey at sea, and that the train would 
start for Holyhead half an hour earlier. 
But that would be of no value to Dublin; 
and it would be none to London either, 
because all the business houses would be 
closed when the mailarrived. Thesame 
remarks might be made of all the other 
changes. What Ireland wanted was that 
the steamer should leave Dublin half an 
hour later. In answer to that demand 
it was stated that it would be impossible 
to accommodate the connections at 
Chester and Crewe; but it was very 
curious that when the Post Office pro- 
posed that the mail should leave London 
half an hour earlier the connections were 
no obstacle to the change. It was, in- 
deed, ridiculous to suppose that a few 
trains could not be changed to suit the 
Irish mail. The Secretary to the Trea- 
sury had recently been asked whether 
he could not postpone settling the new 
time-table till next Session, so that the 
question could be thoroughly investi- 
gated ; but again the answer was that it 
was impossible. The motive underlying 


troversy was that new boats were to be| this eternal opposition to the smallest 
built, and that in consideration of the demands of Ireland on this question of 
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the mails was connected with a deep-{by 8 o’clock. The other difficulties 
laid plot wholly to discredit the Irish | in the way of acceleration concerned 
mail service, so that the Queenstown railway companies. Whatever the hour 
mail route might be abolished in favour might be at which it left London, 
of the Southampton route. whether 8 or 9 o'clock, the Irish 
*Mrx. HANBURY said that he could mail would not be able, under the 
assure the hun. Member that the Post present arrangement, to leave Crewe 
Office had no such ulterior motives as| before 12 o’clock, the hour at which 
the hon. Member suggested. The Post) it left now, and for this reason, that 
Office readily admitted the extreme im- it had to pick up the mails from four 
portance of this question to Irish trade. | different quarters. It had to pick up 
But there were two classes of difficulties| the mails from Birmingham, which 
in the way of hastening the transit of reached Crewe at 11.33; from Bristol, 
the mails between Holyhead and Lon-| which reached Crewe at 11.35; from 
don. The first were Post Office diffi-| Stoke and Derbyshire, which arrived at 
culties. Under the new arrangement the| 11.35 ; and from Manchester, which 
Trish night mail would arrive in London | arrived at 11.50. It would be noticed, 
nearly half an hour earlier than at pre-|in the first place, that the Manchester 


sent, and the Post Office were anxious) mail arrived 15 minutes later than the 


for this earlier arrival of the mail in| others, and further, that 10 minutes 
London, firstly, because it was occasion- | was a sufficient margin of time between 
ally late already, and a large portion of | its arrival and the departure of the train 
the area over which the Irish mail ought | from Crewe. Therefore, if they could get 
to be delivered by the first post was not | all the mails to reach Crewe at 11.35 the 
so delivered, and secondly, because they | train ought to be able to leave at 11.45, 
were anxious that a still larger area) which would be a saving of a quarter of 
should be served with the Irish mail| an hour. Going a stage further they 
by the first delivery. Meanwhile, under | reached Chester, and the mail would not 
the proposed new arrangement the night | leave Chester till 1238, because the 
mail would leave Dublin half an hour| Scotch mail, which came down from 
later than at present. With regard to| Scotland to Warrington by the limited 
the night mail leaving Euston this diffi- | mail, and reached there at 11.25, and 
culty arose, that the mails from all then was carried on by special Post 
parts of the south, of which London was | Office train from Warrington, did not 
the collecting area, only reached the reach Chester till 12.5, thus allowing 
General Post Office by 6 o’clock, except|a margin of 23 minutes. It struck 
certain mails which had a certain rate | him that there was rather too large 
of postage, and the result was that the|a margin left for unpunctuality. They 
work in connection with the Irish} had some right to put some pressure 
letters, which, of course, had to be|on the railway companies, especially 
separated from the other letters and|in regard to the mail trains, that 
specially arranged, really could not be|they should run their trains a little 
got through before half-past 8 o’clock. | more punctually. Then came the further 
He might be told that the Irish mail| question of getting the railway com- 
leaves London at 8.20. That was the| panies further to alter the times of 
case, but only a certain portion of the their trains so as to arrive a little 
letters could be got through by 8.20. | earlier in order to give them the extra 
Those were dispatched by the Irish mail. quarter or half hour they might want. 
The Scotch mail, leaving at 8.30, carried | No doubt that necessitated the arrival of 
the remainder of the letters, and the|no less than five trains a quarter of an 
Irish mail waited for it at Crewe, so that} hour or 20 minutes earlier. At first 
they were no better off at the time the | sight that might seem a very easy thing, 
letters started from Crewe, than if the| but they ought to recollect, in fairness to 
whole of the letters had started from|the railway companies, that that in- 
London at 8.30. In any case, whatever | volved, not an alteration in the running 
the railway companies might do, it|of one train, but of every train which 
would be impossible for the Post Office|ran in connection with it, and so far 
to send the whole of their letters off, threw all their arrangements out of gear. 


| 
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On the other hand, he was bound to say | because not even the presence of British 
that he could not help thinking that, con- | ships of war on the shores of Crete could 
sidering the great privileges which the prevent the massacres and the desecra- 
railway companies possessed, and the) ti * dumede i hed esas 
large amount of public money paid eo eee pea tig tages 
them, the Government had some right telegram that day stating that it _— 
to expect that they should put themselves true that a priest had been roasted alive 
to some little inconvenience to meet the,in the neighbourhood of Heraklion. 
public demand in this case ; and that|Some announcement on the part of the 
being so, he thought he might promise, |Great Powers was being anxiously 
on the part of the Post Office, that no| waited for. Was it intended to grant 
arrangement should be permanently |autonomy to Crete, or was it intended 
settled unti] next Session. That would) to allow Crete to be annexed to Greece 4 
probably mean that the new arrange-| Could the right hon. Gentleman tell the 
ment could not come into operation! House whether the Powers intended to 
on April Ist. He thought his state- | intervene forcibly before the island was 
ment would have shown that the Post! desolated and its inhabitants massacred 
Office was anxious to meet the wishes|in circumstances of the greatest horror, 
of Irish Members in this respect, and|almost in the sight of British sailors ? 
that before any definite arrangement| He had great faith in the Government, 
was come to, there would be an oppor- | and still greater faith in Lord Salisbury, 
tunity of discussing the whole subject. | but he regretted very much that the 
mantle of Lord Palmerston had not 
fallen on the shoulders of the Prime 
| Minister, so that he might recognise the 

Mr. C. J. MONK (Gloucester) called} soundness of that Statesman’s views 
attention to the terrible events which| when he expressed his conviction in 


*. . ig 
were taking place in Crete—events which | 1830, that the only true solution of the 


had shocked the public opinion of the | difficulties in Crete was to be found in 
civilised world. He was not quite satis-|the annexation of that island to the 
fied with the reply of the Under Secre-| kingdom of Greece. He hoped that 
tary for Foreign Affairs when the right | would be the policy of the Government. 
hon. Gentleman stated that the repre-|[Cheers. | 

sentatives of the Great Powers were inj Sir HENRY HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
almost daily communication with the|(Durham, S.E.) coincided with the re- 
Porte, with a view to the suppression of! marks of the last speaker and asked for 
the disturbances and the restoration of | some reassuring statement from the Gov- 
order in the island. Surely something ernment that the matter would not be 
more was required than mere ‘‘com- allowed to drift. While having perfect 
munications ’’ with the Porte. It was| confidence in the tact and judgment of 
notorious that the island was in a state; Lord Salisbury, he hoped that the Gov- 
of open rebellion against the Porte, and ernment would be able to announce that 
that the events which had taken place|evening that they had a clear, definite, 
during the past six months were of a/and settled policy with regard to Crete, 
nature to justify the inhabitants of Crete|and that they intended to carry it out 
in their attempt to shake off the chains | by diplomatic and peaceful means during 
which now bound them.  [‘‘ Hear, | the next six months. He did not agree 
hear !’’] The answer of his right hon. | that the island should be handed over to 
Friend was almost identical with that|Greece ; he should much prefer to see 
given on July 6th, when, after admitting | autonomy granted to the island under 
the gravity of the situation, he said that|the guarantee of the Powers of 
the Chargé d’ Affaires at Constantinople} Europe. It was because the Government 
was urging the Porte to carry out} in power in 1880 or 1881 did not inter- 
remedial measures. It was time that/fere actively as they might have done in 
this country should know what the| Egypt that the insurrection of Arabi 
remedial measures recommended to the | subsequently occurred, and that we were 
Porte were. The Porte had refused any|led, against our will, into the war of 
guarantee to carry out reforms in Crete. | 1882, resulting in the bombardment of 
Something more than this was required, | Alexandria, and the bloodshed that was 

Mr. Hanbury. 


CRETE. 
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caused. He hoped that a similar mis- 
take would not be committed now. 
There were, no doubt, conflicting in- 
terests in Crete, and certain Powers had 
objects of their own to gain in Eastern 
Europe. The Government, he trusted, 
would endeavour to preserve the concert 
of the European Powers, but if the resist- 
ance of any Power with selfish interests 
should make common action impossible, 
he trusted that they should not see a re- 
petition of the humiliating fiasco in re- 
spett of Armenia. It was said at the 
time of that fiasco that our ironclads 
could not sail over the mountains of 
Armenia. The same excuse would be 
of no avail in the case of Crete, which 
was surrounded by sea. He hoped that 
the Government would watch closely the 
events of the next few weeks, and would 
do their best to bring the present 
abominable and hideous state of things to 
an end, remembering that Great Britain 
ought to be the predominant Power in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Mr. DILLON observed that the con- 
cert of Europe was useless in matters 
like that which they were discussing. 
Not one life had been saved in Armenia 


through the agency of the concert of 


Europe. It now appeared that in these 
Cretan massacres a priest had been 
roasted alive. How long were they 
going to allow such atrocities to be per- 
petrated ? IfGreat Britain were to send 
troops to Crete for the exclusive purpose 
of putting an end to such atrocities, 
what other nation would dare to find 
fault with her? It might, however, be 
necessary to give some guarantee of good 
faith, because the action of this country 
in Egypt in 1882 had created some sus- 
picion. In 1882 Great Britain sent 
troops to Egypt for the purpose of re- 
storing order, but, unfortunately, she 
had held the country ever since. 
European nations might fear that in the 
same way she would hold Crete per- 
manently if she sent troops there to pre- 
serve order. Therefore, some guarantee 
might have to be given. He could not 
forget, and he was sure it must be pre- 
sent to the minds of many Members of 
the House, that in 1882 what was at 
stake was not the rights of the Christian 
people in Egypt—because the Egyptian 
people tortured no one before the Eng- 
lish troops landed—but what was at 
stake when the English fleet did not 
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hesitate to bombard Alexandria, with- 
out any respect for the rights of Turkey, 
was the dividends of the bondholders. 
[Cheers.| But now, when it was only a 
question of murder and outrage, this 
country fell back on the concert of 
Europe, which had become the laughing- 
stock and scorn of Europe. 

*Toe UNDER SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. Grorcr Curzon, Lancashire, 
Southport): I do not at all deprecate 
the conduct of my hon. Friends on this 
side of the House or the hon. Member 
opposite in having raised this subject. 
The Cretan question is undoubtedly one 
calculated to cause great anxiety, and I 
think that before the House separates 
hon. Members are quite entitled to ap- 
peal to the Government for some state- 
ment of the policy they have been pur- 
suing and of the policy they purpose to 
pursue during the time they will not be 
called upon to make any announcement 
to the House. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] I will 
not not go behind or beyond the last 
occasion when Crete was discussed in 
this House. At that date the Porte had 
conceded the four points to which my 
hon. Friend the Member for Gloucester 
alluded. I think, perhaps, he rather 
understated the fact when he said that 
these peints had been only nominally 
granted. That is hardly the case, for, 
as regards the first—namely, the ap- 
pointment of a Christian Governor, a 
Christian Governor has already been 
appointed, and has been in the occupa- 
tion of his post for some weeks. As re- 
gards the second point—namely, the 
immediate convocation of the Assembly 
—the Assembly was convened ; and, as 
regards the third, the suspension of hos- 
tilities, I am bound to say that although 
there has been one lamentable excep- 
tion, yet in the larger towns and in 
places where the largest bodies of troops 
have been !collected together, there has 
been a general desire on the part of the 
Turkish troops and their commanders to 
observe the conditions imposed on them by 
their Government. As regards the fourth 
point—namely, the revival of the Halepa 
Convention—that is being made the 
basis of negotiations between the two 
parties, and subject to modifications, 
which, I think, are required, that Con- 
vention is capable of giving relief to the 
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situation. There are two main difficul- 
ties by which the policy of the Powers 
has been confronted in Crete. The first 
is the unremitting importation of arms 
and ammunition and volunteers into that 
island from Greece. The strongest pos- 
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sible representations have been addressed 


to the Greek Government on the sub- 
ject, and I am bound to say, from such 
information as we possess, that I believe 
the Greek Government have done the very 
best with the means at their disposal to 
check this importation of inflammable 
material into the island.  [{‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’] But it must be remembered 
that public opinion in Greece is not un- 
naturally strongly excited, and that the 
Government of Greece itself cannot have 
the means at its disposal with which to 
guard a very long and indented line of 
coast, and that from the islands and 
mainland it not unfrequently happens 
that vessels sail across under cover of the 
night which no precautions that may be 
taken can altogether check. On the 
other hand, these importations of arms 
and armed men have undoubtedly ren- 
dered the work of pacification in the 
island more difficult, and have hampered 
the Powers in the efforts they were 
making. We hear from more than one 
source, that the Turkish troops and 
their commanders have, on the whole, 
done their best to observe the suspension 
of hostilities of which I have spoken, and 
I do not think it is quite fair that 
isolated cases, deplorable and horrible as 
they may be, should be mentioned in 
this House, if they have been so men- 
tioned, as typical of what is going on in 
the rest of the island. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ ] 
That is not so, and our latest reports are 


|a little further, 
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are the victims, and if the House 
could at all realise the intensity of the 
political and religious feeling that pre- 
vails, I am sure it would as far as pos- 
sible try to avoid taking sides in the 
matter. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’| These two 
elements, distorted as they are by 
political and religious passions, and 
separated by generations of feud, can 
only be brought together and reconciled 
by the most careful language and con- 
duct on the part of those who are 
trying to compose the quarrel, and 
any too strong expression of opinion 
either of censure or praise, can only 
really retard the Powers in their efforts. 
Hon. Members will have noticed in the 
papers a great deal about the proposed 
blockade of the island, and I think that 
before we part I should explain exactly 
what is the situation. The proposal has 
been made that the six Powers should 
themselves undertake a blockade of Crete, 
or that they should assist Turkey in en- 
forcing a blockade of the island. 

Mr DILLON : Against whom 4 
*Mr. CURZON : To prevent the im- 
portation of arms and men from Greece. 
I have no doubt that those suggestions 
were conceived with the best possible 
intentions, and that it was thought that 
by preventing the importation of arms 
and armed men into the island you would 
both narrow the area and dry up one of 
the fountain heads of the insurrection. 
We thought, however, we should look 
and take into our 


view the possible consequences of such 


to the effect that if in particular cases | 


outrages have occurred, yet over the 
bulk of the island the suspension 
of hostilities has been observed. 
Secondly, there are the local outbreaks 
of religious and political animosity in 
the island, as to which I gather from 
the reports that in the disturbed dis- 
tricts the terror that prevails is so ex- 
treme that the minutest incident, such 
as the casual firing of a revolver shot, is 
likely to lead to panic and almost to end 
in amassacre. I cannot attempt to divide 
the responsibility in the matter. One 
day one party is in the wrong and 
another day the other. It is not fair to 
say thatinthe majority of cases Christians 


Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 


| 


action. In any case it is a somewhat 
doubtful operation for any Govern- 
ment or any group of Governments to 
interfere between a Sovereign and his 
subjects, but still more does that appear 
to be the case when that intervention is 
directed exclusively to the suppression 
of a rebellion for which there appears to 
be much excuse, and when, moreover, it 
would be a suppression by force of arms. 
The Government thought it was not their 
duty to take sides in this matter, but to 
hold the scales even. ([Cheers.} If 
force was to be used to paralyse the in- 
surrection on the one hand, some com- 
pulsion ought to be exercised upon the 
Sultan to secure a quid pro quo for the 
Cretans, and some guarantees for their 
better government in the future. 
[Cheers.| I think this will commend 
itself to hon. Members on both sides of 





661 Consolidated Fund 


the House. It is obvious that there is 
no finality in a blockade. A blockade 
is essentially a temporary expedient, 
intended and calculated only to re-estab- 
lish and, if I may so say, to crystallise 
the status quo. Lord Salisbury has ex- 
pressed himself as willing to consider the 
question of joining in any guarantee 
with the other Powers for the observ- 
ance of the conditions that may be 
arrived at between the Turkish Govern- 
ment and the Cretan population ; but he 
found himself unable to consent to any 
arrangement by which the Government 
should join in an application of force 
alone, while they desisted from any at- 
tempt to find a remedy. That is the 
present situation of affairs. The hon. 
Member for Gloucester very strongly 
recommended the annexation of Crete 
by Greece. In connection with such a 
proposition, three parties, besides Turkey, 
have to be taken into account—Greece, 
the Cretans, and the Great Powers of 
Europe. I have no reason to believe 
that any one of these parties is willing to 
consent to such annexation. I doubt 


whether there is anything like a unani- 
mity or even a majority of feeling in 


that direction on the part of the Cretans. 
Greece is not only unable but unwilling 
at present toassume such a responsibility, 
and I have no doubt whatever that an- 
nexation by Greece would be most unac- 
ceptable to all the Great Powers. Very 
well. What are the specific remedies that 
are capable of being applied? I think 
there are only two. One is temporary and 
local. We have not abandoned the hope 
that the insurrection in the island may 
be stopped. [‘‘Oh!’’ and Mr. T. M. 
Heaty: ‘‘Crushed!’’] We have not 
abandoned the hope that the Powers, 
through the agency of their Consuls in 
the island, may be able to bring the two 
parties to terms with each other. The 
hon. Member spoke of the island as sur- 
rounded by ‘‘a powerless British fleet.’’ 
That is not an exact description. The 
British fleet off the coasts of Crete has 
already rendered almost invaluable as- 
sistance, and it is safe to say that at 
every port where ships, and more par- 
ticularly where British ships, in conse- 


quence of their superior number, have | 


been stationed, the insurrection has 
been nipped in the bud when on 
the verge of breaking out — [Mr. 
T. M. Hearty: ‘‘ Shame !’’]—or has 
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been composed where it had* already 
broken out. The hon. Member says 

‘*Shame !’’ Does he really mean that, 
when ycu have two sections of the 
population in a state of physical and 
moral tension so extreme that at ‘any 
moment there may be a fearful massacre, 
the presence of British ships in the har- 
bours acting as a security to the people 
and a warning to turbulent elements— 
that that is ‘‘ a shameful thing ?’”’ 

Mr. T. M. HEALY : Why don’t you 
take the side of the Christians ? 

*Mr. CURZON : I will not pursue the 
matter, but I will repeat that the 
Government have thought it their 
duty to take no side in the matter, 
but to hold the scales even. Of 
course, for a real settlement of the 
question, something more permanent 
is required, some lasting readjustment 
of the Government of Crete by which 
the abuses of which the _ inhabi- 
tants complain shall be secured. I 
do not say that any such permanent 
remedy is easy, but that, at any rate, 
is the object which the Government are 
pursuing. It is a little too much to 
expect that the situation should be 
solved with the promptitude which my 
hon. Friend expects. You cannot in 
five minutes, or five weeks, or even five 
months, solve a problem that has been 
growing up for generations. Let me im- 
plore the House before we part to realise 
that in this matter some self-restraint, 
some patience, some self-control are re- 
quired. [Cheers.| I hope the House 
will trust that the Government during 
the next six months will pursue a policy 
which I believe will be backed up by the 
public opinion of this country. [ Cheers. | 

Mr. EDWARD MORTON (Devon- 
port) hoped that the fact that this sub- 
ject had been brought before the House 
by two of the supporters of the Govern- 
ment was an indication that the con- 
tinued domination of the Turkish power 
over their subject Christian populations 
was no longer a party matter. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”] He hoped the Government 
would not be put off by any promises of 
reform. He did not wish to attack the 
Government for what they had done 
hitherto ; but he was bound to say that 
the speech of the right hon. Gentleman 
had shown that there were still other 
entanglements existing, and existing in 
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that policy which all sections of the 
House wished to repudiate. The right 
hon. Gentleman, speaking as the mouth- 
piece of the Foreign Office, said that this 
was a question between two rival fac- 
tions in the island, rather than a question 
between the population of Crete and the 
Turkish Government. He trusted that 
the Government during the recess would 
try not merely to hold the scales even, 
but would try to see that the majority 
‘who had risen in rebellion, against what 
the Government themselves admitted to 
be intolerable oppression, should not be 
subject to the ordinary deeds of the Turk 
when dealing with an _ insurrection. 
There was no case in the history of the 
Turkish Government where they had 
granted reforms which were worth any- 
thing to their subject Christian popula- 
tions, and he hoped, therefore, that the 
Government would not be put off by any 
promise of reform. 

Mr. SYDNEY GEDGE (Walsall) 
said the present Session had been a dis- 
appointment. He hoped some attempt 
would be made to cure the evils which 
had attended their method of doing 
business. Eleven Measures were an- 
nounced in the Queen’s Speech, but only 
three of them had been passed, although 
this was the strongest Government the 
country had had for 60 years. [Cries of 
* Order !” 

*Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the hon. 
Member was not in order in discussing 
this subject. 

Mr. GEDGE said he would call atten- 
tion to the number of hours they had 
been sitting. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said that the hon. 
Member would not be in order in doing 
sO 


‘Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central) said he wished to call attention 
to the conduct of the home affairs of the 


country by the Government. There had 
been an enormous increase in the im- 
portation of foreign manufactured goods 
into this country, amounting, in the 12 
months ending 3lst July 1896, to the 
enormous sum of 80 millions of 
pounds sterling. He wished to call 
attention to the policy of the Govern- 
ment in regard to this matter. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member can only dea] with the 
administrative policy of the Government 
upon this question. 


wr. Edward Morton. 
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Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central) said he would be glad to hear 
in what way the subject was engaging 
the attention of the Board of Trade. 
This was no party question, and he was 
justified in asking what was being done 
by the Department with regard to the 
enormous increase in the competition of 
their rivals. Was the Board of Trade 
going to institute a Parliamentary 
inquiry? [A /augh.] 

*Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolver- 
hampton, E.): I regret that two hon. 
Members opposite have interrupted a 
discussion in which attention was being 
called to the foreign policy of this 
country. [“ Hear, hear!”] I regret 
that after the speech of the Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs they should 
have intervened in this extraordinary 
way. [‘ Hear, hear!”] I do not say 
that it was a designed attempt to direct 
the Debate into another channel. [ Cheers. } 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT : Nothing 
of the sort. [“Oh!”] 

*Sin H. FOWLER: I think there are 
many Members of this House who would 
like to turn their attention to the state- 
ment made by the Under Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. I am not going to 
discuss the subject myself, but I wish to 
point out that while the Under Secretary 
gave us his views in July with regard to 
Crete, no papers have been published and | 
no information has been given as to what 
is the present state of affairs. We know 
that the Foreign Office has not known, 
or is inadequately informed, as to what 
the public Press has been informed of. 
[“ Hear, hear!”| There is the question 
of the roasting of a priest. 

*Mr. CURZON said that what he had 
stated was that they had not an official 
statement from the British Consul. 

*Sir H. FOWLER: I understood the 
hon. Member to say that there was a 
danger of the extension of the insurrec- 
tion, and all I say is that it is 
desirable we should have all the 
information that it is possible to 
obtain. [“ Hear, hear!”] But that, 
after all, is a small matter. The grave 
matter is, is the statement of the right 
hon. Gentleman as to the present policy 
and the future policy of the Government 
satisfactory? I, as a humble Member 
of the House, enter my protest against 
that policy. [Opposition cheers.] I do 
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not think it is the policy which Great 
Britain pursued in times past, nor is it 
the policy which, pursued to-day, will 
meet with the sanction of the people of 
this country. [Renewed cheers.] The 
hon. Member for Gloucester, in express- 
ing confidence in the Goverment, and 
espetially in Lord Salisbury, wished that 
on their shoulders had fallen the mantle 
of Lord Palmerston. No one will say 
that the policy which is being now pur- 
sued is the policy that Lord Palmerston 
would have pursued in the circumstances, 
[“ Hear, hear!”] I am not going to 
discuss that policy. It is impossible for 
the House, without the Papers on the 
subject, to express any safe or wise 
opinion. It certainly would be unwise 
for the House to indulge in language of 
a provocative character, or say anything 
that would still further embitter the 
present difficult situation. But I do 
not think we ought to separate leaving 
the Government under the impression 
that there is a feeling in the House and 
in the country of agreement with the 
policy they are pursuing in regard to 
the state of affairs against which the 
better feeling of Europe protests as a 
public crime. [Cheers.| 

Tue FIRST LORD or tur TREA- 
SURY: It is our desire to lay Papers 
on the Table as soon as possible. I 
believe my right hon. Friend the Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs has already 
laid in dummy Papers which will make 
information on the subject accessible to 
the public during the Recess. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Down to what 
date ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : The most recent Papers will be 
laid. The right hon. Gentleman who 
has just spoken has interpreted, or 
appeared to interpret, my right hon. 
Friend’s speech as an indication that 
the Government were pursuing a pro- 
Turkish policy. I can assure him that 
there is not a word of truth in that. 
[Ministerial cheers.| The primary ob- 
ject of the Government in the interests 
of Crete, in the interests of the Chris- 
tians of Crete, in the interests of 
Europe, and in the interests of Turkey 
itself, is to get good government for 
that island—|‘ Hear, hear!”|—and no 
effort is being spared by the Govern- 
ment to obtain that object. [Ministerial 
cheers.| There are hon. Gentlemen in 
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this House who think that the Govern- 
ment have only got to send a sufficient 
number of ironclads to Crete, and, if 
necessary, to land a sufficient number of 
marines on the island, and the Cretans 
will get good government, the Eastern 
difficulty will be solved, and Eurupe will 
be relieved from the stress and strain 
which perennially arise from that diffi- 
culty. But the right hon. Gentleman 
knows that the Eastern Question is 
inextricably bound up with European 
politics, and involves the danger of a 
war which would not be restricted to a 
small area, or to one nation, if any one 
country, ignoring its connection with 
the other countries that form the Euro- 
pean concert of which it is a member, 
should rush forward and attempt by its 
own power to solve problems which I 
hope are not insoluble, but which cannot 
be solved in a simple, rough-and-ready 
fashion. [‘ Hear, hear!”] The Govern- 
ment have, indeed, before them the 
interest of the Christian population of 
Crete ; but they have not that interest 
alone before them in the policy they are 
pursuing in the East of Europe. We 
absolutely refuse to allow the power of 
England to be used for the suppression 
of the revolt of the subjects of the Porte, 
unless, indeed, the pacification of that 
population can be accompanied, not by 
promises—[‘“ Hear, hear!”]— but by 
something more solid and more durable 
than the promises of the Porte. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”] But, Sir, while we hold those 
views, and hold them strongly, we also 
have present to our minds the constant 
responsibility that lies upon us to main- 
tain, with others, the peace of Europe, 
and to avert calamities incomparably 
greater than those isolated horrors 
which have been brought before the 
House to-night, and have been con- 
demned in language none too strong. 
All this would sink into insignificance 
compared with what might happen 
amongst the family of European nations 
if by the rash action of one isolated Power 
we should provoke a crisis with which 
that Power, single-handed, would be in- 
capable of dealing. I cannot say more 
without perhaps dealing in greater detail 
than I have a right to do with the 
European situation. But I trust I have 
said enough to show that in the first 
place the Government are deeply sensible 
of the misfortunes under which every 
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section of the Mussulman and Christian | House—that Great Britain’s duty was 
Cretan population is suffering from the} to act as police for the whole world. 


present state of tension. On the other 
hand, they are equally sensible of the 
duty that rests upon them to put an end 


| Wherever there were massacres we were 
‘expected to interfere, and now it was 
| Suggested we should send our Fleet to the 


to this state of things in Crete as soon as | shores of Crete and engage in hostilities 


possible. 
to be done by turning their eyes with too 
concentrated attention upon one small 
spot in the European map and provoking 
misfortunes which would not be confined 
to that restricted area and might have 
widespread effects on the future history 
of the world. [ Cheers. | 

Mr. ARTHUR O'CONNOR said 
the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
spoke as if there were only three alter- 
natives before us in regard to Crete. 
But other Turkish provinces had suffered 
from massacres and cruelties at the hands 


of the Mussulmans, and they had been | 


brought to an end. The case of the 
Druses of the Lebanon was quite as 
abominable as that of the Cretans at the 
present time, but was settled by cautious 
and statesmanlike efforts, and he could 
not understand why the Government, by 
friendly intervention, ,in co-operation 
with the other Powers, should not secure 


tration and protection for the Christian 
population as was secured for the popu- 
lation of Lebanon. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he had never 
before spoken on any question of foreign 
affairs, but he desired on this occasion to 


say that the horrors in Crete had made | 


their blood run cold. With regard to 
the -general lines of the policy of the 
Government he would not offer any 
criticism. He knew the enormous diffi- 
culties of their position. But surely 
there was such a thing in this matte? as 
playing into the hands of Turkey. If 
the Turks felt the dread of a European 
war was so great to most of the European 
Powers—and the jealousies of those 
Powers were enormous— it gave a certifi- 
cate of indemnity to Turkey for all time. 
It was an appalling thing for any 
Christian man, he cared not what his 
tenets as to our Saviour might be, to 
know that non-combatants, innocent 
women, and the children and unhappy 
priests were subjected to such barbarities 
as had been inflicted upon the people in 
Crete. [‘* Hear, hear!” 

Mr. WILLIAM AMBROSE (Middle- 
sex, Harrow) protested against the notion 
which prevailed on both sides of the 
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But, at the same time, it is not | which would inevitably result in a Euro- 


pean war. He listened with amazement 
to the speech of the right hon. Member for 
Wolverhampton when he recollected that 
a few years ago the great policy of the 
Liberal Party was that of non-interven- 
tion. But when they heard speeches from 
gentlemen who were in the position of the 
right hon. Member for Wolverhampton 
which, if they meant anything at all, 
meant that this country must go to war. 
Were hon. Members prepared to declare 
war against Turkey or against Russia ? 
Could they conceive any step which the 
Government might take in Crete now 
that would not result in some such 
eventuality unless the Government were 
to make themselves ridiculous by crying, 
Peccavi, and submitting if they did not 
succeed immediately? He would like 
to see what the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite would do under the circum- 


| stances if he were occupying the Treasury 
for Crete the same good local adminis- | 


Bench. They had these difficulties 
arising during the existence of the late 
Government, and they very properly took 
no steps. In his judgment the opinion 
of the hon. Member for Gloucester and 
the other hon. Member on that side of 
the House, who had spoken upon this 
subject, found little or no sympathy with 
the other occupants of those Benches or 
with the Conservative Party. He hoped 
the Government would realise—as he 
believed they would—the responsibility 
of their position and not be led to take 
a step which would lead them into a 
false situation, and which might bring 
about the greatest possible calamity to 
the whole world in a sort of knight- 
errant adventure from which they were 
utterly powerless to accomplish any 
satisfactory result. 

Mr. J. COLVILLE (Lanark, N.E.) 
observed that neither the House nor the 
country could consider the present affairs 
in Crete without recollecting the shock- 
ing barbarities in Armenia and other 
parts of the Sultan’s dominions, and 
without recognising their obligations 
both to humanity and Christianity to 
see that that abominable misgovernment 
and misrule was not perpetuated in the 
Island of Crete. The suggestion that 
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the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
mentioned as having been considered, of 
a British Fleet being called upon to 
assist the Sultan of Turkey was such a 
preposterous one that not even the 
present Government, one of the strongest 
of modern times, dare seriously enter- 
tain it. In the Recess, not only the 
great masses under the British Govern- 
ment, but the whole of Christendom 
would look with anxiety and concern 
upon the action of the Government, 
that whatever steps they took did not in 
any way tend to maintain and support 
the abominable misgovernment of the 
worst of all modern Powers. 

Captain BETHELL (York, E.R., 
Holderness) had a great deal of sympathy 
with what had been said by the hon. 
and learned Member for Louth, and he 
often asked himself whether their over- 
whelming dread of a great war was not 
tending perhaps to render them faint- 
hearted in upholding the great traditions 
of the past history of this country? He 
asked himself whether after all the 
dread of this great war, promised now 
for so many years, was as present as 
they were often persuaded it was? He 


frankly admitted how great the diffi- 
culties were which the Government had 


now to encounter. There was this to be 
said, which he thought was over-looked 
by some of the speakers—namely, that 
at this time there was probably now tak- 
ing place a change in the policy they had 
been pursuing since the Crimean War. 
Since the Crimean War they had, on 
almost every occasion, supported Turkey. 
The blows which had fallen in America 
and in Crete had undoubtedly so affected 
the people of this country that no 
Government, at any rate for many years, 
could hope to support Turkey. He 
remembered thinking last year, when 
Lord Salisbury made that noted speech 
at the Guildhall on November 9th, that 
it would be interpreted to mean that if 
the advice he then gave to the Sultan 
was not complied with great events 
would take place. But behind that 
there seemed to be a much more tre- 
mendous threat for Turkey, which was 
that, if these things were not changed 
and these horrors were not stopped, the 
support this country had given to Turkey 
for the last 40 years in such full measure 
would be alienated from her, and that 
alienation would mean the very ap- 
proximate destruction of the Power as a 
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European Power. If that was what 
was meant by Lord Salisbury, the mean- 
ing had not yet been taken to heart by 
Turkey, but it was one which met 
them, as he understood it, at the turning 
of the ways—the turning away for 
having supported Turkey for nearly half 
a century. Of course, considering the 
ramifications to which their policy had 
extended during the last 50 years, any- 
one could see how extremely difficult 
it was to change that policy suddenly. 
That was what, he conceived, made the 
great difficulty of the Government at 
present. That was what made him be 
content to say now that in the policy 
they were pursuing he personally was 
very willing to give his confidence, 
although hoping that, so far as in their 
power lay, they would do what they 
could to suppress the extension of these 
troubles in Crete, and, what was more 
important, that they would revert to the 
older policy of diverting their support 
from Turkey, which he thought had 
completely forfeited their support, and 
holding out the hand of friendliness to 
those Great Powers whose dominions 
they touched in every quarter of the 
globe. 


Bill read a second time, and Committed 
for To-morrow. 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR brought 
up the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to draw up reasons for disagree- 
ing with certain Amendments of the 
Lords to the Land Law (Ireland) Bill. 

Report agreed to. 


LABOURERS’ (IRELAND) BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments— 
Page 2, line 13; after “compulsory” insert 
“or of the agents of such persons,” and page 29, 
leave out “section” and insert “ Act.” 


Agreed to. 
On Lords’ Amendment— 


After Clause 4, insert Clause A, “ Provision in 
case of lettings by sanitary authority to persons 
other than agricultural labourers,” 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved 
that the House do disagree with the Lords’ 
Amendment. This was a clause which 
was in the original Bill as introduced 
by the Government, and in resisting its 
introduction into the Bill now he did so 
not on the merits of the question. He 
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thought it was a good clause when it was 
introduced into the Bill, and he was still 
of that opinion ; but this Bill was, from 
the first, introduced as a non-contentious 
measure, and he abandoned the clause in | 
Committee on the representation of hon. 
Members from Ireland that they regarded 
it as contentious. He considered that 
that practically imposed upon him a 
Parliamentary understanding that the 
clause should not be insisted upon. It 
was on that ground that he moved that 
the House do disagree with the Lords’ 
Amendment. 


Motion agreed to. 
Lords’ Amendment— 


After Clause 6, insert Clause B, “ Conditions 
for sale of cottages not required for labourers.” 


Agreed to. 





| 
| 


Lords’ Amendment— 
| 

After Clause (B), insert Clause (C) (“ Provi- | 
sion as to rules made by the Lord Lieutenant in | 
Council.”’) 


Agreed to. 


Committee appointed to draw up| 


reasons, to be assigned to the Lords, for | 
disagreeing with one of the Amendments | 


made by the Lords to the Bill. 


BURGLARY BILL [x.1.]. 
As amended, considered; read _ the! 
Third time, and passed, with Amend- | 
ments. | 


WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACTS | 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL [u.1.]. | 


As amended, considered. | 


Mr. JAMES BIGWOOD (Middlesex, | 
Brentford) said an agreement was arrived | 
at on the previous night that Ireland | 
should be excluded from the Bill. In 
accordance with that arrangement he 
moved the following new clause :— 


EXTENT OF ACT. 
This Act shall not extend to Ireland. 
Clause read 1° and 2°, and ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 6,— 


APPLICATION TO SCOTLAND AND IRELAND. 


(1.) This Act shall apply to Scotland with 
the substitution of the Secretary for Scotland for 
a Secretary of State. 


Mr. Gerald Balfour. 
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(2.) This Act shall apply to Ireland with the 

substitution of the Lord Lieutenant for a Secre- 
tary of State, and of the grand jury for the 
}council of an administrative county, and any 
| expenses incurred in carrying this Act into 
effect in Ireland shall be defrayed out of the 
grand jury cess. 


Mr. BIGWOOD moved to leave out 
Sub-section (2). 


read 
with 


Amendment agreed to; Bill 
the Third time, and passed 
Amendments. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS BILL. 
Lords’ Amendments considered. 


Clause 5 (Special Advances by Trea- 
sury). Lord’s Amendment, page 4, line 21, 
to leave out “notified ” and to insert 


| “informed,” agreed to. 


Clause 7 (Consideration of Application 
by Light Railway Commissioners), 
Lords’ Amendment :— 


Page 5, line 11; after Sub-section (1) insert 
the following Sub-section :— 
(2) The applicants shall satisfy the Commis- 
sioners that they have 
(a) published once at least, in each of two con- 
secutive weeks, in some newspaper cir- 
culating in the area or some part of the 
area through which the light railway 
is to pass, an advertisement describing 
shortly the land proposed to be taken, 
and the purpose for which it is proposed 
to be taken, naming a place where a 
plan of the proposed works and the 
lands to be taken, and a book of 
reference to the plan, may be seen at 
all reasonable hours, and stating the 
quantity of land required ; and 
(4) served notice in the prescribed manner 
on every reputed owner, lessee, and 
oceupier of any land intended to be 
taken, describing in each case the land 
intended to be taken, and inquiring 
whether the person so served assents 
or dissents to the taking of his land, 
and requesting him to state any objec- 
tions he may have to his land being 
taken. 
The plan and book of reference shall be in 
the prescribed form, and for the purposes of this 


| section the expression “ prescribed” shall mean 


prescribed by rules made under this Act. 


Clause 9 (Consideration of Order by 
Board of Trade). Lords’ Amendment, 
page 7 ; after “of the” to insert “lands,” 
agreed to. 


On the Motion that the House do 
agree with the Lords’ Amendment— 


Line 9; after “subject” to insert “and that 
nothing sin this section shall authorise any 
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variation of the provisions of the Lands Clauses 
Acts, 1845, with respect to the purchase and 
taking of land otherwise than by agreement,” 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint 
Boroughs) said he had an Amendment 
to move to this Amendment of the 
Lords, and he presumed, as a point of 
Order, that he should move it before the 
Question was put from the Chairman, 
“That the House do agree with the Lords’ 
Amendment.” 

*Mr. SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. LEWIS said the Amendment he 
wished to move was to insert before the 
word “section,” in line 2, the word 
“sub,” so that the words would read, 
“nothing in this sub-section 
authorise any variation of 
provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts, 
1845,” &e. He did not think the 
word “ section ” would cover sub-section. 

*Mr. RITCHIE said the hon. Gentle- 

‘man stated correctly that the Amend- 
ment could only apply to that portion 
of the sub-section he named. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Question again proposed, “ That the 
House agree with the Lords in the said 
Amendment,” 


Mr. LEWIS thought the insertion of 
the Lords’ Amendment would work very 
prejudically in certain directions. It 
might happen that one or two land- 
owners would stand out for the best 
terms they could get, and the Amend- 
ment would enable those landlords to 
obtain a considerably higher price for 
their land than would otherwise be the 
ease. The Board of Trade’s hands 
would be tied, and it would be absolutely 


impossible for them to modify the Order 


in such a way as to get rid of the 
provisions of the Lands Clauses Act. 
Sir HENRY FOWLER hoped the 
Government would dissent from the 
Lords’ Amendment, which was clearly in 
violation of what the right hon. Gentle- 
man had said. They had endeavoured 
by several Acts to cheapen the procedure 
of the Lands Clauses Act, and if the first 


power to vary the provision of the 
Lands Clauses Act if it thought proper. 
*Mr. RITCHIE said he could not assent 
to the proposition, because this amended 
clause was inserted in the Lords’ ex- 
pressly on his initiation. Throughout 
the discussions on this Bill, whether in 
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Committee or on Report, he had always 
refused to accept any Amendment which 
he thought would hamper the power 
of the Light Railways Commission or 
the Board of Trade to deal in a proper 
and economical way with the adminis- 
tration of the Act. If he thought 
the Amendment would have the effect 
which therighthon. Gentleman suggested, 
he certainly would not have been re- 
sponsible for its initiation in the House of 
Lords. It was pointed ont in the House 
on both sides that to place in the hands 
of the Commission or the Board of Trade 
complete power of dealing with such an 
important Act as the Lands Clauses Act 
was not one which was likely to meet 
with the approval of Parliament. At that 
time he was under the impression that in 
order to fully carry out the policy of the 
Bill it was necessary that this power 
should be in the hands of the Board of 
Trade, because he understood at that 
time that portions of the Act of 1845 
were constanly being varied in private 
Bills, and therefore he contended that if 
the Order of the Board of Trade was to 
have the force of an Act of Parliament, 
the Board of Trade ought also to have 
the same power of variation. But after 
having heard the objection raised here, 
he made it his business to inquire as to 
what portions of the Lands Clauses Act 
were varied by private Bills, and he 
found that in every case it was only the 
procedure clauses that were so varied and 
not at all the compulsory clauses. That 
having been made clear, he considered 
that such a power ought not to be con- 
ferred in any public Department, but 
should be reserved entirely to Parliament 
itself. The right hon. Gentleman referred 
to the simplification of procedure in con- 
nection with the Compulsory Purchase 
Clauses, and said this clause ought to be 
modified and made more economical. 
The Government had done so, but they 
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‘had done it in the Bill itself, which 
was a much more satisfactory way 
of dealing with it than by order of 
'a public Department. 

section had any meaning at all it meant. 
that the Board of Trade should have) 


Mr. EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
set, 8.) said very much remained to be 
desired in the explanation of the right 
hon. Gentleman, because to the ordinary 
mind it would appear that this provision 
in Clause 11 would affect Clause 13. 
This particular modification referred to 
Clause 11, which provided for making 


‘the Order. {Mr. Rircnte dissented.| At 


2B 
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any rate it was not clear, and he thought 
the House ought to have the opinion of 
a Law Officer of theCrown. Theparticular 
Amendment was aimed at the increasing 
of compensation, but it was the object, 
when the Bill was passing through the 
House, to abolish this extra compensa- 
tion to be given under the Lands Clauses 
Consolidation Act in order to lessen the 
expense of making light railways. 

Mr. W. E. M. TOMLINSON (Preston) 
said that the Amendment only applied 
to Clause 11, and pointed out that there 
was a misprint. Instead of “ Lands 
Clauses Acts, 1845,” it should be “ Act.” 

THe SOLICITOR GENERAL (Sir 
Rosert Finiay, Inverness Burghs) as- 
sured the hon. Member that there was 
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and refuse such consent. The consent of 
the Standing Joint Committee was all 
very proper in ordinary Acts of Ad- 
ministration under the Local Government 
Act, but this was an Act of a special 
character altogether, and this was not 
|one of the cases in which the consent of 
| the Standing Joint Committee was neces- 
|sary, and indeed it must entirely stultify 
the object of the Order. 

THe LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
GraHAM Murray, Buteshire) explained 
that he had accepted the Amendment 
under a misapprehension. This Bill 
dealt with counties where the rate was 
half on owners and half on occupiers, 
and the Standing Joint Committee repre- 
|sented the interests of both. The words 





no ground whatever for his apprehen-| of the Act were very strong to the effect 
sions. The Amendment dealt only with|that no work involving expenditure 
Clause 11, and it was not intended to|should be undertaken in any county in 
prevent the Board of Trade from making | pursuance of powers conferred by this 
variations in the powers conferred by Act or any other Act without the con- 
these clauses. Clause 13 rested on a/sent of the Standing Joint Committee. 
different basis—on the authority of the | It was not correct. to say that the 
Legislature—and it would not be affected | Standing Committee would be able to 





by “this modification. As to the word 
* Act,” he pointed out in reply that | 
there was a Scotch Act as well as an 
English Act. 


Question put :— 

The House 
Noes, 19.—(Division List, No. 416.) 

Subsequent Lords’ Amendments as | 


far as the Amendment in page 13, line 36, | 


agreed to. 
*Mr. RITCHIE moved that the House | 


doth agree with the Lords’ Amendment 


in page 13, line 36, to leave out from | 
“aforesaid” to the end of the sub-| 


section. 


Mr. J. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid.) 


said the words struck out by the House 
of Lords were put into the Bill as 


an Amendment in the House of Com-| 
mons and assented to by the Govern-| 
According to the Local Govern- | 


ment. 
ment (Scotland) Act, any borrowing of 
money must be with the consent of the 


Standing Joint Committee, but in this | 
dealing | 
railways, and an Order | 


particular case 
with light 
under the Bill would authorise a 
county authority to borrow money | 
and construct a_ light railway.) 
Now the Order had the effect of an Act 
of Parliament. It was not only un- 


they were 


necessary but mischievous to allow the | 


Standing Joint Committee to intervene 
Mr. Edward Strachey. 


divided :— Ayes, 85;) 


| stultify “the Order altogether, for they 
would have to come in first. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS urged that 
the Council represented all parties, 
| whether owners or occupiers. He hoped 
the Government would allow this useful 
| provision to remain in the Bill, and not 
/place another body above the County 
Council to control them. 


Motion made, and Question put, 
| That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment. 3 


The House divided :—Ayes, 84 ; Noes, 
17.—(Division List, No. 417.) 

Remaining Lords’ Amendments agreed 
to. 

Reasons for disagreeing to one of the 
|Lords’ Amendments, reported, and 
agreed to. 


To be communicated to the Lords.— 
(Mr. Gerald Balfowr.) 





EAST INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
Committee thereupon deferred till this 
day. 





Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 20th day of July 
last, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House 
without Question put. 


House adjourned at Half 
after Twelve o’clock, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, 13th August 1896. 


NEW PEER. 

The Right Honourable Sir Hercules 
George Robert Robinson, Baronet, | 
G.C.M.G., having been created Lord 
Rosmead of Rosmead in the county of 
Westmeath, and of Tafelberg in South 
Africa—Was (in the usual manner) in- 


troduced. 


HOUSE OF LORDS OFFICES. 
Fourth Report made ; to be printed, 
and to be considered To-morrow.— 


[No. 254.] 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


BLACKROCK AND KINGSTOWN 
DRAINAGE BILL. 

Commons’ reasons for disagreeing to 
certain of the Lords’ Amendments con- 
sidered (according to Order). One of 
the said Amendments not insisted on. 


CITY AND SOUTH LONDON 
BILL. 
Commons’ reasons for disagreeing to 
certain of the Lords’ Amendments con- 
sidered (according to Order). One of 
the said Amendments not insisted on, 
but verbal Amendments made in the 
clause restored by the Commons; the 
other Amendment insisted on, and a 
Committee appointed to prepare a reason 
to be offered to the Commons for the 
Lords insisting on the said Amendment ; 
The Committee to meet forthwith. 


RAILWAY 


Report from the Committee of the 
reason prepared by them; read, and 
a message sent to the Commons to 
return the said Bill with the Amend- 
ments and reasons. 
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Acts Amendment Bill. 


WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY 
GUARANTEE BILL. 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
\(Lorp Batrour), in moving the Second 
Reading of this Bill, said its object was 
‘to empower the Treasury to provide a 
| guarantee for a sum of money to be 
| devoted to making a railway in one of 
‘the poorest district of the West of Scot- 
land. This was one of the schemes which 
a Committee which sat in 1890 recom- 
‘mended. It was approved of by the 
| late Government, and carried some 
stages before they left office, and it was 
subsequently taken up by the present 
Government. The Treasury were, under 
the Bill, to give a guarantee of 3 per 
‘cent. on a sum of £260,000. Fifty per 
| cent. of the gross receipts of the railway 
were to go to pay the working expenses, 
and the North British Railway Com- 
pany was to work the line for that 
sum. The remainder of the receipts less 
than the Government Duty which would 
not be a large sum were to go to diminish 
the cost of Treasury guarantee now pro- 
posed. The locality, which was a poor 
one, was prepared to do its utmost 
because £40,000, partly in land which 
was given without compensation, and 
partly in money, had been subscribed. 
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Read 2* (according to Order); and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS (HOUSING OF WORKING 
CLASSES) BILL. 

Returned from the Commons, with the 

Amendments agreed to. 


BURGLARY BILL [z.1.]. 
Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with Amendments. The said Amend- 
ments to be printed, and to be considered 
To-morrow.—[ No. 257.] 





WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACTS 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILE [u.1.]. 
Returned from the Commons agreed 

to, with Amendments. The said Amend- 
ments to be printed, and to be considered 
To-morrow.—{ No. 258. ] 
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LARCENY BILL [.1.]. 
Commons’ Amendments considered 


(according to Order), and agreed to. 


AGRICULTURAL RATES, CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS, AND BURGH LAND TAX 
RELIEF (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Considered in Committee (according to 

Order); Bill reported without Amend- 

ment ; Standing Committee negatived ; 

and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


UGANDA RAILWAY BILL. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER (The Mar- 
quEss of Saxispury) moved the Third 
Reading of the Uganda Railway Bill. 

Lorp STANMORE said that before 
this Bill finally left the House he wished 
to call the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to one point which he ven- 
tured to think was not undeserving of 
their consideration. The utility of this 
railway depended in no slight degree 
upon the date of its completion. The 
German authorities intended, very 
naturally and very rightly, that railway 
communication between the sea and the 
Victoria Nyanza should exist on their 
territory also, and, if he had been 
correctly informed, works with that 
object had been already undertaken. 
Now, whichever railway first reached 
the Victoria Nyanza would have an 
advantage—a natural and perfectly 
legitimate advantage — over the other, 
almost exactly proportionate to the 
length of time which elapsed between the 
arrival of the one railway at the lake and 
the arrival of the other. National pre- 
dilections would not outweigh trade 
interests, and their Lordships might 
depend upon it that whichever line was 
first opened would be used by all the 
traders on the lake without regard to 
nationality. But when once a trade 
route was firmly established it was not 
an easy thing to alter it, even in favour 
of one perhaps in some respects more 
advantageous. The practical reason 
which induced him to press that fact on 
the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
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ment was this. The large increase in 
the estimates for the construction of this 
railway, which was referred to the other 
night, was not wholly or even mainly 
due to a revision of the probable cost of 
the works originally contemplated, but 
to alterations in the character of those 
works themselves, which it was now 
intended to construct in a much heavier 
and more solid manner than was 
originally contemplated. Now he was 
quite ready to admit that solid and good 
work was in the long run cheaper than 
work of a more flimsy nature, but he 
had spent too many years in North 
America not to have imbibed a suspicion 
that, when the object in view was the 
rapid opening of a line, English engineers 
were apt to sacrifice rather too much for 
the sake of solidity, and he would 
earnestly press on the Government, or 
those to whom they might delegate their 
authority in the matter, to consider very 
seriously whether by the use of tem- 
porary expedients with which American 
engineers were familiar, but which made 
English engineers shudder, the line 
might not be opened for traffic at a much 
earlier period than would otherwise be 
the case, and that monumental bridges 
and a track able to stand the wear and 
tear of 50 trains a day might be post- 
poned to a time when they were more 
wanted than they would be in the early 
days, when it was, he believed, estimated 
that the trains would be only one or two 
a week. He could not sit down without 
congratulating his noble Friend at the 
head of the Government, not only in 
having carried a Measure which out of 
office he had so powerfully and persis- 
tently advocated, but in doing it with 
the cordial sympathy and support of the 
noble Earl the Leader of the Opposition. 
If that noble Earl took some time to 
come to a decision on the subject, he 
had, at all events, now done so thoroughly 
and heartily, and he could only regret, 
in the interests of Uganda, that the 
noble Earl did not at an earlier period 
perceive, as he now did, that the con- 
struction of a telegraph could never 
make up for the absence of a railway. 
Toe PRIME MINISTER: The 
cause of the increase in the estimate 
cannot, I think, be described as a Reso- 
lution to construct the railway on a 
monumental type or even with a very 
great increase of solidity, except only in 
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this point, that we have substituted| but he preaches to the converted when 
50 lb. rails for 35 lb. rails. That, I | he preaches to us the necessity of adopt- 
believe, is a healthy substitution, and|ing the most rapid method for the con- 
one that will not involve any loss of| struction of the railway. We feel on 
time. The main cause of the increase|every ground, political as well as com- 
is, as I said the other night, that when | mercial, that every month lost is to a 
the survey came to be more closely | certain extent an injury, and no effort 
examined than was possible in the first | will be spared in order to bring it to a 
instance it was found necessary to make | speedy conclusion. 

certain alterations in the line and to| 

undertake engineering difficulties which | Read 3* (aecording to Order), and 
had not been overseen before. There! passed. 

was also this difficulty, that when the | 

first survey was made it happened to be 

arainless year, and therefore there was | 


no anticipation of danger from floods, | 


which in those countries is a serious 
danger. 
became clear that culverts would have to 
be made to a much larger extent than 
was originally anticipated. I do not 
think all those things could be safely 
postponed for the purpose of procuring 
that greater rapidity on which my noble 
Friend lays stress. Ido not think, so 
far as I am able to judge from the details 
of the estimates, that there is anything 
unduly solid or professionally extensive 


in the construction of the railway. But 
I am wholly unable to accept my noble 
Friend’s philosophy about the laws of 


commerce. I believe railway traffic will 
be much the same in Africa as anywhere 
else, and no one can tell me that because 
one railway reaches a terminus a few 
months before its competitor therefore it 
will for all time have the advantage in 
the lines of commerce and the directions 
of trade. There is nothing in our ex- 
perience which justifies such a belief. 
No one will say that because the London 
and North Western Railway was at 
York many years before the Great 
Northern. therefore the London and 
North Western Railway has all the 
traffic and the Great Northern Railway 
has none of it. I believe his doctrine to 
be wholly without justification, and I 
view without the slightest jealousy or 
apprehension the construction of a rival 
line through their own territory by the 
Germans. On the contrary, I believe it 
will stimulate the industry of the country 
and produce a large amount of railway 
traffic by which both lines will be 
benefited. We haveno ground whatever 
of apprehension from the construction 
of the German line. I say this in order 
to dissipate my noble Friend’s fears ; 


After more careful survey it | 


EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. 
Read 3* (according to Order), and 


| passed. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 


Read 3* (according to Order), and 
passed. 





TELEGRAPH MONEY BILL. 


Read 3* (according to Order), and 
| passed. 


} 


LOCAL TAXATION (IRELAND) ESTATE 
DUTY BILL. 


Read 3 (according to Order), and 
passed. 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 

Order of the Day for the considera- 
tion of the Commons’ Amendments to 
Lords’ Amendments, and Commons’ 
reasons for disagreeing to certain of 
the Lords’ Amendments, read. Moved, 
“That the said Amendments and reasons 
be now considered.” 


Motion made. 
*THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 


WAR (The Marquess of Lanspowne) 
said that, before asking their Lordships 
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to consider these Amendments, he de-| remembered hearing the clause described 
sired to say one or two words to the by a critic of the Bill as, if not the most 
House. The time had come when it!important provision in the Measure, 
was their duty to consider these Amend-| certainly contained in it the most 
ments, not in detail, but in regard to irritating provision. The Government 
their collective importance, and in re-|had altered that provision completely, 
gard to their bearing on the Parliamen-|and it now was in a shape which, 
tary situation with which the House|he believed, amply protected the 
was confronted. The Bill during its|tenant from the injustice of being 
passage through the House underwent!rented on a privilege which was not 
very considerable alteration. He, of effectually secured to him without 
course, excluded from consideration | occasioning any undue interference 
those minor changes usually spoken of! with the rights of the landlord. 
as drafting Amendments, and even There was a third clause in the 
changes which might be spoken of as of Bill to which he would refer in this 
second and third rate importance. But! connection—the clause which dealt 
in matters which were of first-rate im-| with the sales of estates by vesting 
portance the Bill underwent very!order. That clause, forming as it did 
material transformation. Some of these| part of the purchase provisions of the 
Amendments were accepted by the Gov- Bill, was emphatically condemned by 
ernment in deference to the suggestions noble Lords behind him on the ground 
made to the Government by noble Lords | that it was likely by its operation to kill 
from Ireland ; others were imposed upon | purchase. That clause had been com- 
them by the big battalions which the) pletely altered, and they had accepted 
Duke of Abercorn and the Marquess of | provisions in lieu of it prepared and in- 
Londonderry brought into action in a| troduced by Lord Londonderry. All 
manner which, he must say, commanded | these altered provisions in the Bill had 
his admiration and envy. He wished! come back from the House of Commons, 
to refer for a moment to one or two|he would not say verbally and literally 


Amendments. First of all, the Govern-| intact, but at all events without any 


ment had, in consequence of the Motion | material modification. He passed from 
carried by Lord Templetown, greatly |them to those clauses of the Bill which 
altered the first section of the Bill. He|might be regarded as still under dis- 
always understood, from what passed ‘cussion between the two Houses. They 


both in and outside the House, that 
what noble Lords from Ireland used to 
speak of as “the elaboration of the 
record” was a matter to which they 
attached the greatest possible import- 
ance. [‘ Hear, hear!”] That Amend- 
ment was carried against the Govern- 
ment. The Government opposed it, not 
on grounds of principle, but because they 
apprehended that the change in the law 
might have the effect of greatly over- 
weighting the officials of the Land Com- 
mission. But when the Amendment had 
been carried they did their best, in co- 
operation with noble Lords from Ire- 
land, to put it into a thoroughly work- 
able and efficient shape, and in that 
shape he hoped it had now a place in 
the Bill. [“Hear, hear!”] In the! 
next place, there was an Amendment) 
put on the Paper by the Government in 
regard to the law as to turbary and 
other easements. That, again, was a| 
question to which noble Lords from Ire- 
land attached the utmost moment. He 


Secretary of State for War. 





were (excluding points of secondary im- 
portance) four in number. There was 
the Amendment of Lord Cloncurry for 
maintaining the £50 limit in the case 


‘of grazing farms, the Amendment of 
‘Lord Macnaghten dealing with the 


question of appeals from the Land 
Judge to the Court of Appeal, and there 
was a third Amendment due to the same 


'noble and learned Lord dealing with the 
question of town parks. 


Last, but not 
least, there was the important Amend- 
ment introduced by Lord Inchiquin 


'dealing with the occupation interest of 


the tenant. Now, of these four Amend- 
ments only one had been definitely put 
aside by the House of Commons. One, 
the Amendment with regard to appeals 
from the Land Judge, had been substan- 
tially accepted with slight, and he 
believed necessary, alterations, which 
they would, no doubt, presently discuss. 
The Amendment with regard to town 
parks had not been accepted by the 
House of Commons. The clause which 
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their Lordships removed from the Bill 
had been restored, but it had been re- 
stored with words which, he hoped, went 
some distance, at all events, towards 
meeting the points raised by the author 
of the Amendment. The remaining 
Amendment with regard to occupation 
interest, had, it was true, been rejected 
by the other House, but it had been re- 
jected under very peculiar and exceptional 
circumstances, which certainly did not 
seem to point to irreconcilable difference 
between the two Houses. This was how 
they stood. Summing the matter up, he 
thought they might say that, although 
the majority of the House had not suc- 
ceeded in obtaining all it desired, it had 
certainly achieved a great deal. He was 
certainly not going to be guilty of the 
indiscretion of lecturing noble Lords from 
Ireland or their Lordships’ House. He 
knew that his noble Friends from Ireland 
would believe that he was speaking sin- 
cerely to them when he said that if he 
was not able to entirely agree with them, 
he was able to understand their feelings 
with regard to this legislation. [Cheers. ] 
They represented a class which had 
suffered much under the land legislation 
of the last few years. He himself was 
certainly not a friend of that legislation. 
But the Statutes were on the Statute 
Book, and he conceived it was their duty 
to accept them loyally and make the 
best they could of them. This Bill 
might possibly contain imperfections. 
It certainly contained a number of valu- 
able clauses, and he would earnestly 
entreat noble Lords from Ireland not to 
look at the imperfections through a 
magnifying glass, or to turn their blind eye 
to the telescope when looking at the pro- 
visions which they and he certainly re- 
garded as valuable. With regard to their 
Lordships’ House, he yielded to no Mem- 
ber of it in his jealousy for its reputation. 


{13 Aveusr 1896} 





But before they asserted their rights let 
them consider well whether the occasion 
was one to push those rights to an ex: | 
tremity. This Bill admittedly contained | 
much that was valuable. It had occu- 
pied a large portion of Parliamentary 
time, and he could not believe that that | 
House would wreck it merely because in | 
two or three of its clauses it failed en- 
tirely to satisfy the majority of their 
Lordships. 

Tue Duke or ABERCORN assured 





the noble Marquess who had just spoken | 
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that in contesting certain provisions of 
the Bill they had not been actuated by 
any private motives of their own, but 
were only working on behalf of those 
whom they considered it was their duty 
to protect as far as lay in their power. 
The noble Marquess had delivered a little 
lecture to them, and hoped they would 
not turn a blind eye to the telescope in 
looking at the various clauses in the Bill. 
They had no intention of doing that in 
any way. They were only anxious in the 
course they had taken to improve the 
personal condition of the tenant of Ire- 
land, and to make his legal status a 
satisfactory one, but they were also 
bound to protect as far as _ possible 
the interests of those who had _pro- 
perty in Ireland, and to endeavour 
to provide by legislation that those 
privileges which they now possessed 
should not unnecessarily be taken away. 
The noble Marquess stated that con- 
siderable Amendments had been granted 
by the Government to the demand of the 
Trish landowners. When those Amend- 
ments came to be analysed, he thought 
the House would find that they were 
not large in point of number. The 
first was the Amendment that was 
moved by Lord Templetown, the second 
that relating to turbary, and the third 
the one which had reference to the 
vesting order and purchase. With 
regard to the last-named, it had always 
been the object of the Irish landowners 
to promote purchase, which was stated 
by the Government to be the main pur- 
pose of this Bill. [‘* Hear, hear!” 
Every noble Lord connected with Ire- 
land must acknowledge the desirability 
of purchase being carried out to the 
fullest possible extent. But he main- 
tained that it had been effectually shown 
that the provisions of the Bill were not 
so beneficial for the purposes of purchase 
as the Government imagined, and it was 
on the ground alone of helping the 
Government to carry out those objects 
that the Irish landlords proposed those 
Amendments which had now _ been 
accepted. [“ Hear, hear!”] On the 
other hand, they had given up one very 
important Amendment with regard to 
£50 holdings. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] It 
was only because they desired that the 
Bill should pass through their Lord- 
ships’ House that they had acceded to 
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dropping this Amendment. With refer- 
ence to the Amendment connected with 
the question of occupation, he believed 
the Government were going to accept a 
proposal which originated with the land- 
owners of the country. But whether 
that was the case or not he hoped, in 
common with all his Friends sitting 
behind him, that this Bill would pass 
into law. Cheers.| If it did and 
fulfilled those hopes which the Govern- 
ment entertained, he trusted that for 
many years to come it might be a final 
settlement of the Land Question in 
Ireland. [Cheers. | 

*THeE Mareuress or LONDON- 
DERRY did not know that any further 
remarks were necessary from him, but as 
he and his noble Friend had been 
accused, with their brother landlords in 
Ireland, of being desirous of wrecking 
the Bill, he wished to associate himself 
most heartily with what had fallen from 
the noble Duke, and to endorse, on behalf 
of those who worked under him, their 
desire and hope that that night would 
see this Bill placed on the Statute-book 
of Parliament. [Cheers.| He knew it 


was a popular idea that they on that 
side of the House from Ireland repre- 


sented the landlord interest and the 
landlord interest only. With that idea 
he at once joined issue. They might 
represent the landlord interest, but they 
represented an interest of greater magni- 
tude and importance than even the 
interests of individual landlords. There 
was hardly any profession or industry in 
{reland that was not more or less bound 
up with the landed interest, and in 
representing the landowners of Ireland, 
and consequently the landowning 
interests, he maintained that they repre- 
sented the interests of the vast body of 
the community of Ireland.  [Cheers.] 
Any one who stated that this Measure 
had been opposed by the landlords in 
that House because they were merely 
defending their own interests, stated that 
which was absolutely untrue. [Cheers. 

The landlord interest had only attempte 

to defend the landowning interest, with 
which the great industries of Ireland 
were connected and bound up, and they 
had endeavoured to send down to 
another place a Bill which did not 
attack the rights of property of any 
one. [* Hear, hear!”| Had such a 
Measure been introduced in the first 


Duke of Abercorn. 


{LORDS} 
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instance he could assure their Lordships, 
on behalf of the Irish landowners, that it 
would have passed absolutely unchanged. 
The noble Marquess had congratulated 
the Duke of Abercorn on the manner 
in which he had brought up his 
battalions, and had rather expressed a 
wish that he could have paraded his 
own battalions in the same manner, 
Why could he not? Because the 
ordinary followers of the Prime Minister 
would not, he believed, assemble in their 
battalions to support a Bill attacking the 
rights of property in Ireland. He 
thought their abstention proved beyond 
all doubt that they did not intend to 
support the landlords of Ireland because 
they were landlords, but because repre- 
senting the landlords in that House, 
they represented the landowning 
interests with which all the great 
interests in Ireland were identified. 
[| Hear, hear!”] The noble Marquess 
dealt with the various stages of this 
Measure as it went and as it returned 
from another place. He had referred to 
Clause 1, which was altered by the 
noble Marquess himself on account of 
the division which, he ventured to say, 
he unnecessarily forced upon them. 
They merely demanded that the Sub- 
Commissioners should give their reasons 
for the extraordinary reductions which 
they had been in the habit of making. 
As far as he could gather, the reason 
why the noble Marquess forced that Divi- 
sion was because he considered the Sub- 
Commissioners would be overburdened 
by giving the details and reasons of 
these reductions. But these particulars 
were already in the possession of the 
Sub-Commissioners, and on the case 
being carried to the Court of Appeal 
these details—which were in the pockets 
of the Sub-Commissioners at the time— 
would be produced. Consequently he 
entirely repudiated the statement that 
the suggestion he made as to details 
being given would cause ovorwork to the 
Sub-Commissioners. [‘ Hear, hear !”] 
On the question of turbary the Govern- 
ment themselves realised that their pro- 
posals were so impossible and absolutely 
injurious that they withdrew their own 
and inserted another clause. He main- 
tained, therefore, that there was no con- 
cession. Again, as to the vesting orders, 
in omitting the clause in the Bill and 
accepting the clause he drafted in its 
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stead, he contended that the Govern- 
ment had also made no concession. 
Their object was to promote purchase ; 
but if Clause 30 had been allowed to 
remain in the condition in which it 
originally stood it would have absolutely 
killed the system of purchase. His noble 
Friend had stated that, on behalf of the 
Irish landowners, he had determined to 
accept the decision of the House of 
Commons and not press the question of 
the £50 limit He entirely endorsed, as 
he always did, any action of his noble 
Friend; but he maintained that in 
making that concession to the Govern- 
ment the landowning classes of Ireland 
had been guilty of a renunciation of 
principle. [“ Hear, hear!”] The princi- 
ple of the Act of 1881 was to exclude 
any one whose farm was rated at over 
£50. Mr. Gladstone gave reasons for 
that exclusion, which were endorsed by 
Mr. Parnell, and consequently the 
Government sought to infringe the 
Land Act of 1881 while they told the 
House that their only object by this 
Bill was to elucidate the Land Act of 
1881, and, if possible, amend its glaring 
imperfections. [‘“ Hear, hear!”] But 
so strongly did they from Ireland feel 
that they would not wreck the Bill that 
they had sacrificed their principles to the 
wishes of the Front Bench below him. 
[“ Hear!”] The mere facts of the con- 
cession they had made on this important 
point proved beyond all doubt their 


anxious desire to see a Land Bill 
carried into law during the present 
Session. [“Hear, hear!”] There was 
one point on which, he _ confessed, 


they all felt very strongly, and that: was 
with reference to the question of town 
parks. He was not going into that ques- 
tion now, but he confessed he had hoped 
the Government would have seen their 
way to accepting the very small alteration 
which they had proposed. The altera- 
tion, which was almost a verbal one, was 
one which they really took from Mr. 
Timothy Healy. How far Mr. Timothy 
Healy guided the counsels of Her 
Majesty’s present Government he was at 
a loss to say; but when he read that 
Mr. Timothy Healy did not object to the 
word “farmer,” he certainly thought 
that, at any rate, the Government would 
not object. He trusted that in this case 


of, he maintained, simple justice, the 
it was their 


Government would see 


{13 Avueust 1896} 
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bounden duty to meet their just demand 
in the way that Mr. Timothy Healy pro- 
posed todo. The question was so small 
that he could not imagine for a moment 
that a responsible, he was almost going 
to say a sane, Government would run 
the risk of wrecking their Bill for such 
a trifle as this. He appealed to the 
noble Marquess to accept the Amend- 
ment of his noble and learned Friend, 
Lord Macnaghten. They must insist on 
the alteration, and, if a Division was 
forced upon them, it would be their duty, 
in the interests of all classes of the com- 
munity in connection with towns, to 
follow his noble and learned Friend into 
the Lobby. [‘‘Hear, hear!”] He did 
not say one word with regard to the 
question of appeal which had been 
accepted. He did not think the Govern- 
ment could have done less than accept 
such a proposal. They in that House, 
again, made great concessions, and gave 
up the question of principle simply to 
show their Lordships how anxious they 
were to enable them to pass this Bill. 
The noble Marquess had told them that 
he did not consider this a perfect Bill— 
in fact, he thought he said it was a very 
imperfect one. It was an imperfect one; 
but it was absolutely perfect compared 
with what it was when it came up to 
their Lordships’ House. [Cheers.]| A 
more ill-considered, a more _iil-drafted 
Bill, he ventured to say, their Lordships 
had never had the opportunity of dealing 
with. |“Hear, hear!”] They had 
endeavoured to remedy the defects that 
had appeared in the Bill in another 
place, and they had done so with modera- 
tion and common sense. They had been 
actuated by but one desire, and that 
was to send to Ireland a Bill which they 
knew was necessary; but a Bill which 
would injure no one, and confer benefits 
on a good nuntber. At the present 
moment it might confer benefits, and 
they had tried to minimise the injury. 
They asked their Lordships to believe 
that, in criticising this Bill, they did not 
do so in regard to their own interests, 
but with regard to the interests of 
Ireland. If the Government of the 
country had simply watched over the 
interests of all classes of the community 
in Ireland, and had consulted all those 
who were experts in matters connected 
with Irish land, and had not placed 
themselves more or less under the yoke 
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of one Party in the House of Commons, 
they would have had a Bill to send down 
to another place which would have given 
universal satisfaction not only to their 
Lordships, but to the Members of the 
other House. [‘ Hear, hear!” 

*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
moved, ‘That their Lordships do agree 
with the Commons’ Amendment to the 
Lords’ Amendment in Clause 1, page 1, 
line 8.” 


Motion agreed to. 


On the Lords’ Amendment to Clause 
1, page 3, line 4— 
“No deduction shall be made from the fair 


rent named in this section by reason of the 
mere right of occupation vested in the tenant ”— 


with which the Commons disagreed, 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said this Amendment was inserted in 
that House at the instance of Lord 
Inchiquin. It was not accepted 
in another place, and he submitted 
that their Lordships should not insist 
upon their Amendment. It was, he 


thought. open to the preliminary ob- 
jection that, instead of diminishing the 


obscurity of this particularly obscure 
part of the subject, it added to that 
obscurity. The Government objected to 
it on the ground that it certainly sug- 
gested to the mind of many that, in 
fixing ‘a fair rent, the Court was to pro- 
ceed upon the assumption that no such 
thing as the occupation interest of the 
tenant existed. They believed that that 
was an assumption which was contrary 
to the existing law, and certainly con- 
trary to the eighth section of the Land 
Act of 1881, which expressly directed 
the Court to have regard to the interests 
of the landlord and tenant respectively. 
What was the tenant’s interest? It was, 
in the first place, he apprehended, his 
interest in his improvements, and, in the 
next place, it was the right conferred upon 
him by the Act of 1881 to remain in 
occupation of his holding so long as he 
complied with the statutory conditions, 
and to get that holding at a rent which 
was not the competitive rent of the farm. 
That was an interpretation which, he 
believed, had been generally accepted by 
high authorities of different political com- 
plexions. He noticed that upon a recent 


Marquess of Londonderry. 


{LORDS} 
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occasion Mr. Carson, who carried great 
weight in the counsels of the Irish land- 
lords, stated that he conceived the occu- 
pation right of the tenant 


“to be the right of the sitting tenant to have 
a fair rent fixed, and the right to have his im- 
provements excluded from the calculation in the 
fixing ofthat rent. Therefore, what the tenant 
had was the difference between the competitive 
rent and what the Sub-Commissioners were 
pleased to call a fair rent. Now, these rights 
would still be reserved to the tenant under the 
clause as amended by the Lords.” 


It was interesting to compare the lan- 
guage used by Mr. Carson with that 
used by Mr. Gladstone when the Act of 
1881 was passing through Parliament. 
Mr. Gladstone then said :— 


“We are bound to point to the tenant’s 
interest. Now, no one can say, I think, that 
there has been eny reticence on the part of the 
Government as to what the interest of the 
tenant is. My right hon. and learned friend 
the Attorney General for Ireland said most 
truly that if you were to admit this doctrine of 
deduction it would be a deduction from the top 
market rent, and not from the fair rent. Now, 
supposing the case of a top market rent in 
Ireland, what does that include as a general 
rule? In the first place, it includes annual 
payment for the value of the tenant’s improve- 
ments, and that is the first and the greatest 
element of legitimate tenant-right. In the 
second place, it includes the excess which is 
found in open biddings for holdings in Ireland, 
in consequence of the scarcity of land as com- 
pared with the demand for it. Just as in 
buying a curiosity in this country, simply 
because the article is rare, the buyer will go far 
beyond the intrinsic value in the price he gives ; 
so, under the necessity of a much sterner order 
in Ireland in bidding for land, the bidder is 
ready to give more than he really ought to give, 
or can properly afford to give—and that excess 
in bidding for the land, owing to the scarcity of 
land in Ireland, is the second and remaining 
element of tenant-right.”’ 





|It was a little remarkable that, when 
| the authorities on both sides were so well 
| agreed as to what the intentions of the 
|law should ‘be, they should find so much 
| difficulty in giving effect to its intentions 
'in words. They believed that the exist- 
ing law was very much to the effect thus 
laid down on the one hand by Mr. 
/Carson, and in 1881 by Mr. Glad- 
istone. The noble Lord who moved 
‘the Amendment had, however, sug- 
gested to their Lordships that the 
action of the Courts had been to 
give to the tenant and to take away 
| from the landlord, in the guise of occu- 


| pation right, something in addition to 
‘ 
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that difference between a competitive 
rent and the fair rent of the sitting 
tenant. The representatives of Her 
Majesty’s Government in the House of 
Commons, while unable to accept the 
words proposed by the noble Lord, 
endeavoured to the best of their ability 
to find other words which would have 
the effect of rendering impossible an 
abuse of the kind to which the argu- 
ments of the noble Lord pointed. Those 
words, he believed, were not received 
' with favour by either side of the House, 
and an attempt was made to discover 
other words which might be successful 
in carrying out the common object which 
apparently both sides of the House had 
in view. Owing to an accident, the 
matter was decided before any alterna- 
tive words could be laid before the House 
by the Government. They had con- 
sidered this point very anxiously. They 
doubted extremely whether the present 
state of the law admitted the risk 
which the noble Lord and _ others 
apprehended, but they were perfectly 
ready to do what they could to guard 
against such a risk if it did exist. 
During the last few hours innumerable 
attempts had been made to discover some 
formula sufficient for the purpose, and 
at the same time not calculated to take 
away from the tenants the rights which 
belonged to them under the existing 
land laws of Ireland. There had been 
placed in his hands a formula which he 
believed found favour with noble Lords 
from Ireland, and which, to the best of 
his belief, was not open to objection. 
The Government would not have pro- 
posed those words themselves, but they 
regarded them as certainly harmless, and 
they hoped that they might have the 
effect of reassuring his noble Friends, and 
of dissipating those apprehensions by 
which they had been so much influenced. 
He would read the words to which he 
referred. They were— 

“In assessing the fair rent of any holding no 
deduction shall be made except such deductions 
as shall be specified and accounted for in the 


said schedule, and are in accordance with the 
provisions of the Land Law Acts.” 


The Government proposed that these 
words should be placed in the Bill at 
the point where the Amendment of the 
noble Lord behind him was when it left 


that House. [Cheers.| He moved that 
those words be added. 


{13 Avueusr 1896} 
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Lorp INCHIQUIN said that, as the 
author of the Amendment which it was 
now attempted to alter, he might be per- 
mitted to say a few words. He might state 
at once, in order that the House might be 
informed as to the opinion of himself and 
those who had acted with him in the 
matter, that they were ready to accept 
the proposal which had just been made 
by the noble Marquess, and that he did 
not propose to ask their Lordships to insist 
on the clause which he moved in Com- 
mittee. [‘ Hear, hear!”] But, as his 
motives seemed to have been somewhat 
misunderstood in that and also in the 
other House, he desired to offer some 
explanation. The idea and belief of him- 
self and of others who had acted with 
him was that it was entirely outside the 
law of 1881 to take this occupation in- 
terest into account. The noble Marquess 
had stated that that was not the opinion 
of the Government, and he would state 
at once why they had consented to accept 
the Amendment now submitted. It 
was simply this—that the very question 
of the occupation interest of the tenant 
had never been settled in the Courts of 
law, and that under the clause as now 
put into the Bill it would be absolutely 
necessary, in any case in which the occu- 
pation interest was taken account of in 
fixing the rent,that itshould be mentioned 
in the schedule, and therefcre it would be 
possible for any case arising under the 
Act to be taken at once to the Court of 
Appeal to have the matter settled. What 
led them to accept the Amendment was 
that they were confident that the Court 
of Appeal would not allow this occupation 
interest to be considered. The noble 
Marquess had quoted the words used by 
Mr. Gladstone in the Act of 1881, and 
he made out from the words that the 
interest of the landlord and tenant 
were respectively to be taken into con- 
sideration, and that this occupation in- 
terest was to be considered. Their 
opinion was that the Land Act certainly 
gave the sitting tenant certain rights and 
powers. It gave four rights. The 
tenant’s interest comprised several ele. 
ments, the first of which was the right 
to get a fair rent fixed ; the second was 
the right as a sitting tenant to have his 
improvements exempted from the rent ; 
the third was the right of free sale; and 
the fourth was the right to continued 








695 Land Law 


occupation subject to statutory condi- 
tions. Now it had been made out by 
some ofthe Judges in Ireland that there 
was another right introduced over and 
above those he had stated—namely, that 
of some interest which had never been 
defined and which could not be defined. 
They had asked the Government over 
and over again to define the thing, and 
it had been found impossible to do so, 
and therefore his object was to make it 
clear that they were not to take that 
interest into consideration. 
said that if the Government were not 
going to allow his clause they should, at 
any rate, define what they were going to 
allow. What did they do in the House 
of Commons? They introduced an addi- 
tion to this proposition, that when once 
the occupation interest had been taken 
into consideration it was not to be taken 
into consideration again. Of course, 
that was begging the question. That 
was the very point he wanted to avoid. 
It was saying that the occupation in- 
terest was to be taken into consideration, 
but was not to be taken into considera- 
tion twice. That was just the very 
point to which he could not have acceded, 
and therefore it was necessary that this 


point should be cleared up, and especially 
so when he called their Lordships’ atten- 


tion to the evidence of Mr. Justice 
Bewley. In his evidence before the 
Land Committee, Mr. Justice Bewley 
distinctly said that this occupation in- 
terest had been taken into account, but 
that the law had never been laid down 
on the point up till now, and he was 
not aware that a case had ever been 
brought before the Courts. It was 
perfectly simple why it had never been 
brought before the Courts, for the simple 
reason that it could not be until some 
case could be got at. The Commissioners, 
in fixing the rents, had never given them 
the particulars that they would now get 
under the Bill, and therefore they had 
never been able to take the point before 
the Judges of Appeal. Their Lordships 
had now done what Lord Templetown, and 
those who supported him, were anxious 
to have done—namely, decided that this 
important point should be put into the 
schedule in order that they might get at 
it, and what the noble Marquess had 
just done was to provide that this occu- 
pation interest, if it was charged, should 
also go into the schedule, so that they 


Lord Inchiquin. 


{LORDS} 


Then he} 
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might have some ground to go upon when 
they took the matter before the Court of 
| Appeal. They were all so confident of 
|the result that he did not want to 
|trouble their Lordships any further. 
It was not their intention, and had never 
been his intention, to abstract anything 
from the Act of 1881. But what they 
said was that the occupation interest did 
not exist, and was not in the Act of 
1881, and they wanted to make that 
| point clear. It was with that view that 
he had moved the Amendment that 
stood in his name, and which he had 
intended to adhere to if some compromise 
or some arrangement had not been come 
to. With this explanation he was glad 
to say he could agree with the Govern- 
ment Amendment. 

Motion to amend the Commons’ 
Amendment agreed to. 


Several drafting Amendments having 
been agreed to, 


*TuEe Marquess of LANSDOWN Esaid 

the next Amendment was that of the 
Commons to their Lordships’ Amendment 
in regard to the valuation of grazing 
farms. This matter had been so frequently 
discussed in that House that he thought 
he should be needlessly taking up the time 
of the House by reiterating arguments 
with which their Lordships were per- 
fectly familiar. The able speech de- 
livered by the noble Duke behind him in 
Committee contained all that could be 
said upon the subject. He feared the 
difference of opinion between the two 
Houses was distinct upon this particular 
Amendment, and he had simply to move 
that, under the circumstances, their 
Lordships did not insist on their Amend- 
ment. 

*Lorp CLONCURRY said that, as 
his name had been prominently associated 
with the Amendment now before the 
House, he would ask permission to say a 
few words. The noble Duke (the Duke of 
Devonshire) had laid stress on the speech of 
the Chief Secretary at Leeds last autumn. 
As an Irishman, he looked upon that 
speech as a friendly and conciliatory 
speech, and as a Unionist he felt bound by 
all the promises contained in it. But he 
|contended that from the beginning to 
‘the end of the speech there was no allu- 
ston to the question of repudiation of 
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contracts—-{‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ |—and that 
was the only point on which he ventured 
to urge the Amendment on the House. 
More recently the Chief Secretary and 
the First Lord of the Treasury had said 
they were aware of some cases of hard- 
ship which could arise under the existing 
law. He would be delighted if any case 
of hardship were removed, but he asked 
the right hon. Gentlemen whether they 
were quite sure that in removing the 
cases of hardship they had in view they 
would not impose still greater hardship 
on the other side. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 
Since the Land Act of 1870 was passed 
owners of land, especially in the three 
southern provinces, had held large quan- 
tities of land in their own occupation. 
Those lands they had laid down to per- 
manent pasture, 


bond fide tenants, but whom he called 
cattle jobbers, had gone to the owners 
with the Act of 1870 fully present to 
their minds and asked for grass or 
pasture land on a definite contract for a 
limited number of years. It was to 
prevent grave injustice being perpetrated 
that he called attention to the matter. 
As the House knew, he and his Friends 
did not intend to insist on the Amend- 
ment, but he hoped the Lord Chancellor 
for Ireland would be able to see his way 
to safeguard a species of injustice which 
could arise. While agreeing with the 
action of the Commons, he would sug- 
gest that the following proviso might be 
inserted :— 


“ Provided that where the Court is of opinion 
that the letting was made subject to the Land- 
lord and Tenant Act, 1870, the Court should 
consider the application as if 50 were inserted 
in this section instead of 100.” 


That would allow the Court to maintain 
cases under the old law if they thought 
it right to do so. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 


Question, ‘‘ That the House do not in- 
sist upon their Amendiment,’’ put and 
agreed to. 


Viscount DE VESCI asked that some 
reply be given to the appeal of Lord 
Cloncurry as to the insertion of the 
proviso he had read. 

Tate LORD CHANCELLOR (Lorp 
Hatsspury) said that that would be 
contrary to order, as they had not 
insisted upon the Amendment. 


{13 Avueust 1896} 


and then the men) 
whom the Government chose to say were | 
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Lorp MONTEAGLE said it was very 
difficult to hear what was being done. 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR §as- 
sured the noble Lord that that was a 
difficulty which he also experienced. It 
would, however, be irregular to go back. 

THe Earn or CAMPERDOWN 
pointed out that Lord Cloncurry sug- 
gested the addition of a proviso, and 
asked the noble Marquess whether he 
would accept it or not 1 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said he had not seen the proviso before it 
was read out by the noble Lord. It 
would be absolutely impossible for him, 
on a point of this kind, to accept, on the 
spur of the moment, an Amendment 
which apparently ran counter to the 
House of Commons’ Amendment and 


with which their Lordships had agreed. 


House agreed with the Commons in 
respect of other Amendments. 


*ToHe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said the Commons disagreed to the 
Amendments made by their Lordships 
in Clause 5, page 4, lines 38, 39 and 
40, and he moved, ‘‘ That the House do 
not insist upon their Amendment.”’ 


Motion agreed to. 


*Tue Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, ‘‘That the House agree to the 
Commons’ Amendment to the Lords’ 
Amendment at line 9, page 5, omitting 
the words ‘ provided that,’ and insert- 
ing after ‘rent’ the words ‘when 
made.’ ’’ 


Motion agreed to. 


On the question, ‘‘ That Clause 5 be 
omitted,’’ 


*THeE Marquess of LANSDOWNE 
said their Lordships agreed to leave out 
the clause, but the Commons disagreed 
with the omission. The clause had 
reference to town parks, and the effect 
of it was to admit to the benefit of the 
Land Acts a tenant, although his holding 
might be within the town park zone, if 
that holding was not required for the 
development of the town or for the 
accommodation of the inhabitants, and 
if it were let or used as an ordinary 
farm, whether of grass, or tillage, or 
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mixed. The Government considered 
that that was a reasonable provision to 
make, and they believed that the 
intention of the law was in accordance 
with their proposal, and that the 


decision of the Court of Appeal, though | 


no doubt perfectly sound in point of law, 
was opposed to the intention of the 
clause. The House of Commons had 
restored the clause, but added to it 
words which had been prepared with 


the object of meeting, if possible, the} 


difficulty raised by Lord Macnaghten, 
who apprehended that the effect of the 
clause might be to admit to the benefit 


of the Land Acts persons who were not, | 
in the proper sense of the words, tenants 
It was proposed 


of ordinary farm land. 
to add the words— 


“Provided that this section shall not entitle a 


person to have a fair rent fixed who is not | 
bond fide using the holding as an ordinary farm.” | 


He understood it was the desire of the 


noble and learned Lord to attach the | 


disqualification from admission to the 


benefits of the Land Acts, not to the | 


farm but to the particular person who 
happened to occupy the farm ; in other 
words, that the person who was engaged 


jn trade or business should, from the | 


fact that that was his vocation, be pre- 
cluded from the benefit of the Land Acts, 
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might at one time come under the Land 
Acts and at another might find itself 
outside, from the accident that in the 
meanwhile it had passed from a person 
who was engaged in trade to a farmer ; or, 
vice versa. The Government saw no 
other solution of the difficulty but that 
of adhering to the accepted principle, 
adding at the same time to the clause the 
words which he had read to the House, 
in order to make it emphatically clear 
that it was only where the farm was a 
| bond fide farm that the occupant should 
have the right to apply to the Court for 
|a fair rent. 

| Lorp MACNAGHTEN said that 
| when the clause was before their Lord- 
| ships on a former occasion, he stated that, 
|in his opinion, it would entirely destroy 
|town parks. He did not say, as the 
/noble Marquess seemed to have under- 
stood, that it would admit some persons 
_who ought not to be admitted. He had 
asked for some answer to his argument, 
and he had received none. He thought 
/some reason would be given by the 
Commons in rejecting this Amendment ; 
|but, singularly enough, on this Amend- 
‘ment alone no reasons were given by the 
Commons for disagreeing with the Lords. 
That was, he supposed, because no 
reasons could be found. Certainly no 
lawyer had contradicted his statement 





even though his farm were an ordinary | that the clause as it came from the 
farm in the common acceptance of the|Commons would entirely destroy town 
word. His objection to that proposal | parks. Now, the object of the Act of 
was that it was entirely contrary to the| 1887 was undoubtedly that any bond 
principle upon which they had hitherto | fide farmer, although he happened to 
proceeded in discriminating between|have a town park, if it were let and 
those farms which should be entitled to| used as an ordinary farm, should be 
the benefit of the Land Acts and those | admitted to the Land Act. Undoubt- 
which should net. At this moment, if | edly the words added to the Act of 1887 
a farm outside the town park zone was| by the House of Lords made that point 
held by a tradesman, by a parish priest, | unmistakable ; and they were inter- 
or by a squire, and could be described | preted by the Court of Appeal precisely 
as an ordinary farm, the occupant of it|in the sense in which they were intended 
could go into Court and get a fair rent} to be interpreted. It was said, how- 
fixed. That was, in their opinion, a/ever, that certain persons were excluded 
principle to which they should adhere. | who were using the town park as an 


If they adopted the principle which he 
understood was advocated by the noble 
and learned Lord, the principle of say- 


ordinary pasture farm. He did not 
_know what an ordinary pastoral farm of 
one acre was. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] Mr. 


ing to a particular individual, ‘You! Justice Bewley, in his evidence before 
shall not get a fair rent, whatever be| the Morley Committee, said that there 
the character of your holding, because | were persons who were intended to be 
you yourself follow, not the profession | introduced by the Act of 1887 who had 
of a farmer, but some other profession,” | been, by some accident, excluded. There 
it seemed to him they would be landed! neither were nor could be any such 
in these contradictions—that the farm | persons ; but the House of Commons 


Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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had taken a different view. Well, he 
submitted to the voice of the House of 
Commons, and he did not quarrel with 
their restoring the words which came up 
to the House of Lords in the first 
instance. But he would ask their Lord- 
ships to pause before accepting the pro- 
viso which the Commons had added. 
As he understood from the speech of the 
Chief Secretary, it was a part, not the 
whole, of the enactment of 1887. There 
was nothing more dangerous than to 
re-enact a small portion of a former 
statute. How was it to be construed by 
the Judges? What on earth were they 
to do? If Parliament thought it right 
to re-enact a shred and patch of the Act 
of 1887, was that to be of greater value 
than those portions of the former Act 
which had not been re-enacted? The 
proviso was 

“ That this section shall not entitle a person 


to have a fair rent fixed who is not bond fide 
using the holding as an ordinary farm.” 


That looked very like an invitation to a 
mala fide farmer to use his town park 
as a bond fide farm. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 


Now, the Amendment which he proposed 


was very simple. It was to insert in the 
proviso the word ‘‘a’’ before ‘‘ bond 
fide’? and the word ‘‘farmer’’ after 
‘““bond fide.’ In support of this 
Amendment he would quote the 
evidence of Mr. Justice Bewley, at 
whose suggestion the Amendment which 
had been carried in the Commons was 
originally proposed. Mr. Justice Bewley 
said that he thought that the word 
‘‘agricultural’’ had been used by a 
mistake—and in that he was wrong— 
and he proposed that it should be 
amended by adding the words “‘ or pas- 
toral’’ after the word ‘“‘ agricultural.’’ 
Then he added— 


“T do not see any reason for including town 
parks generally within the purview of the Act, 
and my grounds for so thinking, whether right 
or wrong, are these :—I must assume now that 
the Act has been amended so that every bond fide 
farmer, whether his farm is used for tillage or 
for pasture, though his farm would otherwise be 
a town park, is taken within the Act—that is 
to say, that the word ‘agricultural’ is removed, 
and it includes any holding that is let or used 
for farming purposes. But now take the 
ordinary case of a town park. These small 
holdings outside towns are held to a large extent 
by shopkeepers and others residing in the town, 
and no doubt they are a very great convenience 
to them ; but at the same time, these people who 
have these small holdings are not in any sense 
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| farmers—they do not make their livelihood by 
| the land. One of the principal uses of these 

small town parks is to graze their milch cows 
jon. Ido not think that the Land Commission, 
| or any tribunal of the kind, ought to deal with 
| anything except with purely agricultural hold- 
| ings or pasture holdings. For instance, some 
| of these shopkeepers living in the town will 


| have a small plot outside—a town park—for 


| which they will paya rent ; others, on the other 
| hand, will not hire land, so to speak, but will 
| take grazing from some farmer, and they will 


| send out their cows backwards and forwards to 

those lands, paying so much a head. I see no 
|more reason in policy why the Legislature 
| should interfere to fix the rent which the man 
| pays for his bit of land than it should interfere 
| to fix the rent which the other man pays for his 
| grazing. As I said, all these people admittedly 
| ex con cessis are not farmers. For instance, the 
| keeper of the local hotel or public-house, the 
| butcher, the local solicitor, the doctor, and so 
| forth, all have their little plots outside; and, 
although, no doubt, it would be very beneficial 
to them to have their land cheap, I do not think 
it is the same kind of thing as making provision 
for the agricultural tenants of Ireland.” 


He would ask their Lordships to act on 
the view of Mr. Justice Bewley. These 
shopkeepers were not bond fide farmers, and 
very often town parks were allotted to a 
particular house. But now the noble Mar- 
quess said that so long as the occupier 
cultivated the town park as an ordinary 
farm it was no longer to be a town park. 
No, and it never would be again. 
[Cheers.| It was a direct invitation to 
the mala fide farmer. It would be a 
most mischievous provision. It would 
destroy the whole benefit of town parks, 
and soon there would be none left in the 
whole of Ireland. The local solicitor or 
shopkeeper had nothing to do but to 
treat his holding as an ordinary farm, 
and then he was free from this restric- 
tion, and could put into his pocket the 
full value, and more than the fee-simple 
value of the farm, and noone would ever 
again be able to use it for the accommo- 
dation of the people. [Cheers.| That 
was a very weighty opinion of Mr. 
Justice Bewley’s, and he entirely agreed 
with it. A more important witness was 
his noble Friend the Marquess of Lans- 
downe, who, speaking in the House on 
August 6, said :— 

“The fault of the Act of 1887 was that the 


word agriculture was construed in a restricted 
sense.” 
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The result was, his noble Friend went 
on to say, that a holding within what 
he called ‘‘a town park zone,’’ and 

“held by a bond fide farmer living in the town, 


and used principally as a dairy farm or for 
grazing, was excluded from a fair rent.’’ 


‘* This distinction,’’ continued his noble 
Friend, ‘‘ seemed an unreasonable one.”’ 
He quite agreed. He never thought 
there was such a person, but if there 
were he was quite prepared to admit him 
to the benefits of the Land Act. But 
he must be what his noble Friend called 
him, ‘‘a bond fide farmer.’’ Then 
there was another authority, not so great 
as his noble Friend, but still an authority 
who had great influence at present 
—though what position Mr. Timothy 
Healy, to whom he referred, occupied 
with the present Government he did not 
know. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ and laughter. ] 
Mr. Carson had argued in the other 
House that a certain man who occupied 
one of those town parks was not a farmer 
because he was a lawyer. ‘‘ If that was 
the point taken,’’ said Mr. Timothy 
Healy, 

“then it was met by the Amendment of the 
First Lord of the Treasury, which provided that 
the section should only apply to the case of a 
bond fide farmer.” 


The whole grievance throughout was 
that they were excluding from the 
benefit of the Land Act, not the shop- 
keeper or the attorney who happened to 
be cultivating a town park after the 
manner of an ordinary farmer, but the 


bond fide farmer. Then, admit the bond 
fide farmer to the benefit of the Land 
Act ; but restrict it to the bond fide 
farmer, or there would not be a town 
park Jeft in Ireland. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 
Another witness he would call in his 
favour was Lord Justice FitzGibbon, 
who, perhaps, had more experience’ of 
the vast amount of litigation that had 
been caused by the use of inaccurate 
language in the Act of 1881] than any 
other Judge. Lord Justice FitzGibbon 
said, in reply to a question before the 
Morley Committee :— 

“Tf, instead of using the words ‘not agricul- 
tural or pastoral,’ we could only find the words 
‘ bond fide farmer’ to describe the tenant who is 


to be admitted, it would relieve us of a great 
many of these questions.” 


He, too, thought it would. But if their 
Lordships adopted the Amendment of 


Lord Macnaghten. 
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the Commons, which he frankly told 
them he did not understand, they would 
be accepting an absolutely illusory pro- 
viso which, in his humble judgment, 
would give rise to unlimited litigation. 
[ Cheers. | 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR said he 
hoped their Lordships would not refuse 
to listen to an English lawyer, although 
he did not profess to claim any authority 
beyond that of any other lawyer who 
applied his mind to the language of the 
old Land Act and the Bill now before 
the House. He hoped their Lordships 
would also give him credit for being in 
hearty sympathy with his noble Friends 
who owned land in Ireland, and that in 
saying what he was about to say he 
spoke of his conception of the law, as it 
would be affected by the Amendment of 
his noble and learned Friend, without 
any reference to his position as a 
Member of Her Majesty’s Government. 
It was, in the first place, most important 
that their Lordships should carry in 
their minds the language of the Act of 
1887 which gave rise to this question of 
town parks. Itsaid :— 

“A holding shall not be deemed to constitute 
a town park, though within the definition of a 
town park under Section 58 of the Land Act of 
1881, if it is let and used as an ordinary agri- 
cultural farm, and may in the opinion of the 
Court be included in the operation of the last- 
mentioned Act without substantially interfering 
with the improvement or development of the 


town to which it belongs, or the accommodation 
of the inhabitants thereof.” 


Their Lordships would observe that the 
holding must be let and used as an 
ordinary agricultural farm, and_ that 
nothing whatever was said about the 
occupation of the holder of the farm. 
The first observation that was to be made 
on the Amendment before the House was 
that for the first time it sought to 
disqualify the holder of such a farm 
from the benefit of the Land Act 
because he followed some other occupa- 
tion besides the holding of that particu- 
lar farm. If his noble Friend intended 
that to be the operation of the section, 
the most straightforward mode of effect- 
ing that operation would be to say :— 


“ Provided that no hoider of a farm who has 
any other occupation shall be entitled to come 
within the benefits of the section.” 


[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] If that was what 
was meant, why was it not plainly 
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stated? Indeed, he had hopes that 
that was not the object of the Amend- 
ment until, listening in another place 
yesterday, to arguments on the subject, 
he heard his very learned and dis- 
tinguished Friend, Mr. Carson, emphasize 
the fact that a person in possession of 
one of those farms was a solicitor—a fact 
which appeared to him to be absolutely 
irrelevant, having in mind the language 
of the section of the Act of 1887. If 
the Amendment were introduced it 
would open up a flood of litigation to 
which many lawyers would look forward 
with considerable interest, for the posi- 
tion the Courts would then have to 
decide was ‘‘ What is a bond (fide 
farmer ?’’ and, forsooth, ‘‘Is he less a 
bond fide farmer because he has some 
other occupation?’’ He trusted that 
their Lordships would not let loose such | 
a flood of litigation upon the Land Courts | 
of Ireland. But he doubted very much | 
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THe Eart or MAYO said that, 
surely, butchers, bakers and solicitors 
were not bond fide farmers? What 
was understood in Ireland by a bond 


fide farmer was a man who earned his 


livelihood entirely by farming. 

THE Marquess or LONDONDERRY 
said he hoped the Lord Chancellor would 
not think him guilty of presumption if 
he said that he had taken an entirely 
English view of town parks. He had 
had no practical experience of them, and 
had not any real knowledge as to what 
the use of town parks was. He had 
dealt with town parks as if they were 
land in connection with a house. 

THe LORD CHANCELLOR: The 
noble Marquess will excuse me, I said 
nothing of the kind. 

THe Marqusss or LONDONDERRY 
said he understood the Lord Chancellor 
suggested that town parks should be 
farms in connection with a house. Town 


whether the acceptance of the Amend-| parks were merely accommodation land, 
ment would help his noble Friend. | and were let to an individual simply in 
Speaking for himself as a lawyer, if he| connection with his business, which 
might be permitted to do so, he should | might be that of a butcher or dairyman, 
hold, when he looked at the Act of 1887| But the town park had nothing to do 
and the provisions contained therein, | with farming, and consequently what he 


that the meaning was that he should be| desired was that a line should be drawn 


a farmer in respect of that particular | 
piece of land. But he was aware of the 
fact that others took a different view, 
and that was a question which would 
have to be litigated all through Ireland 
—not whether it was let as an ordinary 
agricultural farm, but whether, as a 
matter of fact, he was the person who 
was entitled to hold it. He hoped the | 
House would not be led into launching 
such a mass of litigation on the Land 
Courts in Ireland, and, under colour of 
making an Amendment, depriving a great 
number of persons of rights already in 
their possession. ‘‘ Ordinary agricultural 
farm’’ might be either tillage or} 
pasture, and was not intended to be| 
confined to tillage. He earnestly en- | 
treated noble Lords to look what the 
effect of the words would be, and to see | 
the object underlying the words, before | 
they introduced a matter which would 
raise a question for the Courts, not 
whether the holding was within the con- 
templation of the Act, not whether it 
was let or used as an agricultural farm, 
but whether A B, the occupier, followed 
any other vocation in life than that of a 
bond fide farmer. [Cheers. | 








between the man who used accommoda- 
tion land for farming purposes and the 
man who used it solely for accommoda- 
tion ground. If it were laid down that 
town parks were farms, irretrievable 
damage would be done to the town in 
the neighbourhood of the land. Town 
parks were of enormous benefit to the 
inhabitants of a town, and it did not 
follow that they were always let to the 
same individual. But if once they were 
included in this Bill they at once made 
the owner the permanent holder of the 
land from an agricultural point of view, 
and it was no use to anyone in connec- 
tion with the town except that indivi- 
dual] himself. Lord Macnaghten was an 
authority on town parks. He had told 
the House—and he believed his opinion 
was endorsed by. Mr. Carson—that if 
this clause stood in the Bill they would 
abolish the whole of the town parks in 
Ireland, and no one knew what injury 
would be done if that took place. When 
the question was discussed in the House 
of Commons the Chief Secretary had not 
one word to say in defence of his action. 
He should like to hear from Lord Ash- 
bourne why he refused to allow to be 
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introduced into the clause words to the 
effect that he must be a bond fide farmer 
who was to farm town parks, and as 
such to be admitted to the benefits of 
the Act. Some Member of the Govern- 
ment connected with Ireland should give 
a valid reason why they proposed to 
omit the words. 

Tae Eart or DUNRAVEN asked 
what was the definition of a bond fide 
farmer? In the case that had been 
mentioned so often—that of a man who 
was both a farmer and a solicitor—was 
the Court to decide whether he was a 
sham solicitor but a bond fide farmer, or 
a bond fide solicitor but a sham farmer ? 
[Laughter and ‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ } 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND (Lord AsuBourne) said he 
heard with great astonishment his noble 
and learned Friend Lord Macnaghten 
say that if the Amendment were passed, 
the death-knell of town parks in Ireland 
would be sounded. He never heard 
anything to him more incomprehensible. 
Before the Act of 1887 every form of 
town park was in use—some agricul- 
tural, some pastoral—and no one found 
the slightest difficulty in deciding 
whether they were all agricultural or all 
pastoral. What the Act of 1887 said 
was that inside a town park zone there 
were tracts of ground, and if let and 
used, not as town parks, but ordinary 
farms, they were to be treated as 
ordinary farms if they satisfied the 
ordinary conditions. If that was so, 
how the moderate extension proposed of 
the Act of 1887 was to kill town parks 
was a thing he could not for the life of 
him understand. Lord Dunraven had 
asked a question which it was almost 
impossible to answer—namely, what was 
the meaning of a bond fide farmer? In 
the mass of litigation which would be 


inaugurated by his noble and learned | 
Friend a very possible construction might | 


be that suggested by the Lord Chancellor | 


for England—that a bond fide farmer 
was one who bond fide farmed a parti- 
cular tract of land used by him 
under the Land Act of 1887 as amended 
by this Bill. 

Lorp CASTLETOWN said he should 
like to know what the position would be 
of a man, who was a butcher in a village, 
who had accommodation land to the 
extent of five or six acres within the 
purview of a town park and had a large 


Marquess of Londonderry. 


{LORDS} 


(Ireland) Bill. 708 


farm outside. Would that man be a 
bond fide farmer, a man owning accom- 
modation land, or a butcher? Practi- 
cally he was all three. Lord Macnaghten 
desired to preserve for the advantage of 
the town the accommodation land which 
surrounded the town, and to make it 
clear that that man, a butcher, who was 
a bond fide farmer three or four miles 
from a town, was not a bond fide farmer 
of accommodation land let for fattening 
cattle for six months or so. They had 
to follow custom in Ireland in an Act 
dealing with Ireland. Therefore he 
would suggest that Lord Macnaghten 
should press his Motion to a Division, 
because the words made it clear that a 
man such as he had referred to would 
not be a bond fide farmer of accommo- 
dation land. 


The House divided on the Question 
“That this House agree to the Commons’ 
Amendment to re-insert Clause 5.” 

74 
68 


CoNnTENTS 


NOT-CONTENTS ... 


Division List.—Conrtenrts. 


Halsbury, L. (LZ. Chan-| Waldegrave, E. 
cellor.) LER. 

Devonshire, D. (LZ. Pre-| Yarborough, E. 
sident.) 

Cross, V. 
Seal.) 


(Tet- 


(L. Privy | Bridport, V. 


| Oxenbridge, V. 


Norfolk, D. (£. Mar-| Peterborough, L. Bp. 
shal.) St. Asaph, L. Bp. 

Grafton, D. |Salisbury, L. Bp. 

Rutland, D. Winchester, L. Bp. 


| Addington, L. 
| Ampthill, L. 
| Armstrong, L. 


Ailesbury, M. 
Lansdowne, M. 
Salisbury, M. 





| Ashbourne, L. 
Pembroke and Mont-| Balfour, L. 
gomery, E. (L. Stew- Belper, L. 


ard.) 
Lathom, E. (LZ. Chame | 
berlian.) 
Albemarle, E. 
Carnwath, E. 
Clarendon, E. 
Coventry, E. 
Dudley, E. 
Dundonald, E. 
Howe, E. 
| Morley, E. 
| Onslow, E. James, L. 
| Scarbrough, E. | Kenry, L. (EZ. Dunraven 
Selborne, E. | and Mount Earl.) 
| Kintore, L. (2. Kintore.) 
| Lawrence, L. 


Burghclere, L. 
Burton, L. 

Churchill, L. [Terzer.] 
| Colchester, L. 
Colville of Culross, L. 
De Ramsey, L. 

Emly, L. 

| Glenesk, L. 

| Harris, L. 

| Hothfield, L. 
\Iveagh, L. 





| Spencer, E. 
Stamford, E. 





709 Land Law 


ConTENTS—continued. 


Lingen, L. | Robartes, L 
Manners of Haddon, L. | Rothschild, L. 
(M. Granby.) Rowton, L. 
Monk Bretton, L. Scarsdale, L. 


Montagu of Beaulieu,L. Somerton, L. 
Monteagle of Brandon, 
L 


(E. Nor- 
manton.) 
| Stanmore, L. 
| Thring, L. 
(E. Ran- | Wantage, L. 
| Windsor, L. 
Wolverton, L. 
| Wrottesley, L. 


Plunket, L. 
Ranfurly, L. 
SFurly.) 
Rathmore, L. 
Rayleigh, L. 
Ribblesdale, L. 


Not-ConteEntTs. 
Abercorn, M. (D. Ader-| De L’Isle and Dudley, 


corn, . 
de Vesci, L. 
Vesci.) 
Dunalley, L. 
| Dunleath, L. 
| Ebury, L. 
| Fermanagh, L. 
Erne.) 
(M. | Fingall, L. (£. Fingail.) 
Hare, 
Harlech, L. 
| Howth, L. (£. Howth.) 
| Inchiquin, L. 
Kilmaine, L. 
| Leconfield, L. 


(T. de 
Belmore, E. 
Caledon, E. 
Camperdown, E. 
Essex, E. 
Ferrers, E. 
Fortescue, E. 
Hillsborough, E. 
Downshire.) 
Iichester, E. 
Lanesborough, E. 
Lucan, E. 
Mayo, E. [TE.eR.] 
Partarlington, E. 
Portsmouth, E. Macnaghten, L. 
Rosse, E. | Massy, L. 
Suffolk and Berkshire, | Mendip,L. 
E. Minster, L. 
ham. 
Monck, L. (V. Monck.) 
Muskerry, L. 
O'Neill, L. 
Ormonde, L. 
Ormonde.) 
Ponsonby, L. 
| borough.) 
Rathdonnell, L. 
Rossmore, L. 
Sherborne, L. 
| Silchester, L. (E. Long- 
Ford.) 
| Somerhill, L. 
Clanricarde.) 
| Stalbridge, L. 
(BE. Carys-| Stanley of Alderley, L. 
|Sudley, L. (2. Arran.) 


(E. 


(V. Clifden.) 
(M. Conyng- 
Vane, E. 

derry.) 
Verulam, E. 


(M. London- 


Bangor, V. 
Templetown, V. 


(M. 


(BE. Bess- 
Abinger, L. 
Annaly, L. 
Ardilaun, L. 
jagot, L. 
Bateman, L. 
Botreaux, L. 
doun.) 
Brodrick, L. 
ton.) 
Carysfort, L. 
Sort.) 
Castletown, L. 
LER. | yentry, 
Chaworth,L. (E£. Meath.) | Ww emyss, L. 
Clarina, L. | Wemyss.) 
Clonbrock, L. | Willoughby de Eresby, 
Crofton, L. | L. 
De Freyne, L. 


(EB. Lou- 
(M. 
(1. Midle- | 


(E. 


Clause 5 accordingly re-inserted. 


Remaining Commons’ Amendments on 
page 4, 5, 6, 7, and consequential Amend- 
ment on page 8 (Clauses 6 to 9 inclusive), 
agreed to. 
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On Lords’ Amendment, Clause 39, 
line 22, after ‘‘ mentioned,’’ insert— 


“Subject to the prescribed rules any person 


| aggrieved by any Order of the Land Judge made 


under this section may apply to the Court of 
Appeal to re-hear the matter, and the matter 


| shall be re-heard accordingly—-” 


Lorp MACNAGHTEN said he would 
just like to say one word upon this 
Amendment. When he proposed this 
Amendment it was said to him by his 
noble and learned Friend that this would 
encourage appeals without number and 
without risk. He saw that in the Com- 
mons House they put in some words 
about the security for costs. The words 
he would have suggested would have 
been these—limiting the appeal or the 
re-hearing ‘‘ with the leave of the Land 
Judge or the Court of Appeal.’’ He 
thought that would get rid of all 
frivolous appeals. He thought that was 
The security for costs might 
operate very harshly on a poor tenant, 
and it might also operate very harshly 
on a poor landlord. He thought that 
the object of his noble and learned 
Friend and that of himself was exactly 
the same, which was to put an end to 
frivolous appeals, and he thought the 
words he had suggested would carry that 
out. 

Toe LORD CHANCELLOR or 
IRELAND said that in the Landed 
Estates Court Act, there was a section 
which dealt with appeals, enabling a 
deposit for costs to be provided. He 
thought it would be desirable to keep 
that. The words suggested by his noble 
and learned Friend were, he thought, 
extremely useful and good words, and 
he would be very glad if the noble 
Marquess in charge of the Bill could see 
his way to introduce the words. 


*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 


[Tex-| Talbot de Malahide, L.| moved ‘‘That the House do amend the 


Commons’ Amendment by inserting the 
words ‘with the leave of the Land 
Judge or the Court of Appeal.’ ”’ 


Motion agreed to. 


Lords Amendment, Clause 47,— 


“ Page 28, line 39, leave out from (‘where’) 
to the end of the sub-section, and insert (‘a 
tenant would, if this Act had been in force at 
the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, 
be now a present tenant, and either the landlord 
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has not, since the said decision, resumed posses- 
sion of the holding, or if he resumed the tenant 
has redeemed, the tenant shall be deemed a 
present tenant for the purpose of any such 
application ’).” 


Labowrers 


Commons Amendment,— 


“The Commons propose to amend the Amend- 
ment in page 28, line 39, by leaving out the 


words (‘said decision’) and inserting (‘ saga 


of the said Act or the thirty-first of 


ay 


December one thousand eight hundred and | 
eighty-two, as the case may be’), and by insert- | 
ing after (‘redeemed’) (‘or been reinstated in 


his former tenancy ’).” 


*Toe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 


moved that their Lordships do agree | 


with the Commons’ Amendment. 


Motion agreed to. 


ScHEDULEs. 
Lords’ Amendment,— 


Page 30, insert the following Sche- 


dule :— 


FIRST SCHEDULE. 


Form or ScHrpuLe ror Recorp. 
* ” * * 


7. ImprRoveMENTS. — Proved in 
Court (excluding buildings) whether 
made by landlord or tenant, which 
are at present a ond jide benefit and 
suitable to the holding and are found 
to exist on inspection, to be stated in 
detail, together with the nature, 
character, and present capital value 
thereof, and the increased letting 
value due thereto, and the date, so 
near as can be ascertained, at which 
the same were made, and the deduc- 
tion from rent made. 


8. Buriprnes.—If tenants state so, 
if landlords specify particulars of 
same, the date, so near as can be 
ascertained, at which they were 
made, state fair annual value, whe- 
ther they have been kept in repair, 
and by whom, and any deduction 
from rent made on account thereof, 
and the extent (if any) to which the 
landlord has paid or compensated the 
tenant in respect thereof made on 
account thereof. 

Improvements under this head 
shall be distinguished according as— 

(a) they have been made wholly 

or partly by or at the cost of 
the tenant ; and 

(4) the landlord has paid or com- 

pensated the tenant in respect 
thereof. 


a * * * 


Tobe signed by Legal Assistant Commis- 
sioner only. 


{LORDS} 
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Commons’ Amendment,— 


“The Commons propose to amend Sub- 
section 7 of schedule by leaving out (‘and 
suitable’), and to amend Sub-section 8 by 
leaving out (‘made on account thereof’).” 


Lords’ Amendment,— 


“Page 30, line 56, leave out (‘33 & 34 Vict. 
c. 46’) and the rest of those lines.’’ 


Commons’ Amendment,— 


“The Commons disagree to the omission of 


lines 5 and 6, but propose to amend the words 
| restored by leaving out (‘sections’) and insert- 


ing (‘section’), and leaving out (‘ thirty-seven 
and thirty-nine ’).’’ 


Commons’ Amendment,— 


“The Commons propose as a consequential 
Amendment to the Bill in page 31, line 30, to 
leave out (‘as respects any’), and to amend the 
Amendment made by the Lords by inserting 
before (‘ purchasers’) (‘save as respects any ’).” 

*THeE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
moved, ‘‘ That the House do agree with 
the Commons’ Amendment.”’ 


Motion agreed to. 


VEXATIOUS ACTIONS BILL. 

THE LORD CHANCELLOR, in 
moving that the House do agree with the 
Commons’ Amendments, said he only 
wished to say, in respect of one of the 
Amendments, that the other House had 
introduced a new clause providing that 
counsel should be assigned to poor 
persons unable to bear the cost them- 
selves. How that would operate and 
where the funds were to come from he 
was unable to say. 


Commons’ Amendments agreed to. 


LABOURERS (IRELAND) BILL. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR oF 
IRELAND said this was a useful Bill 
that was before their Lordships to 
simplify and to cheapen and to facilitate 
procedure under the Labourers’ Act. 
Their Lordships made some Amendments 
to the Bill—two clauses were introduced, 
and some other matters of importance. 
One of those clauses, moved by Viscount 
de Vesci, had been accepted by the 
House of Commons, and also a clause 
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moved by himself and some other conse- | 


quential Amendments. There was one 
clause moved by the Earl of Arran that 
was dissented from, and the reason given | 
was that the subject of the Amendment | 
would be more conveniently dealt with | 
if necessary in a separate Bill. Inci-| 
dentally he mentioned that himself when 
the matter was before their Lordships 
before. It was found, without making 
the slightest vestige of a reflection on the | 
good sense of the clause proposed by his | 
noble Friend, that it had become a 
matter of contention, and that if it was 
insisted upon it would practically mean 
that the Bill would be lost. His right 
hon. Friend the Chief Secretary inti- 
mated that it was a matter that he had 
present to his mind, and that he would 
be very glad to consider it in another 
Session when another opportunity pre- 
sented itself. He hoped, therefore, his 
noble Friend would acquiesce in the 
Motion he now made, that their Lord- 
ships were pleased to agree with the 
House of Commons’ Amendment. 

THe Kart or ARRAN said he rose 
to say that he did not propose to persist 
in his opposition to the omission of this 
clause. After all, it was only a storm 
in a teapot, and it would not have 
excited as much attention as it had done 
had it been brought forward at any other 
time. One thing had been made very 
clear in the course of the discussion on 
the Bill—that the Government, with an 
unusual majority of 150 at their back, 
were just as much at the beck and call 
of the Nationalist Party, even divided as 
that party was, as were the late Govern- 
ment with a very doubtful majority of 
about 30 only. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ and 
laughter. | 

Tue Eart or MAYO said the clause 
referred to was in the Bill when it was 
originally brought forward by the Gov- 
ernment, but in the Standing Committee 
Mr. Dillon objected to it, and therefore, 
as it was a non-contentious Measure, the 
Government gave way to the hon. 
Member and the clause was struck out. 
When the Bill came up to their Lord- 
ships’ House this fact was noticed ; they 
divided on the question ; and the clause 
was re-inserted. Now, the object of this 
Bill was to make it more easy for 
labourers’ cottages to be built in Ireland. 
It was not a question that very much 
affected Irish landlords, but at the same 


{13 Aveust 1896} 





(Ireland) Bill. 714 


time it was a matter which affected the 
whole country, and he for one should be 
very sorry if it could be said that they, 
as Irish landlords, were capable of look- 
ing after their own interests but were 
indifferent to the labourers’ question, 
which he regarded as one of the most 
important questions in Ireland. [‘*‘ Hear, 
hear!’’] He thought the clause a 
reasonable one, and if it was left out 
improper people might be allowed to get 
into the cottages. It was said that 
evicted tenants might get into them ; 
but, in respect to that, it did not matter 
to him whether the man who got into 
the cottages was an evicted tenant or 
anyone else, so long as he was honest 
and sober and willing to work. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !”’ The two Acts 
referred to were passed for the benefit 
of the labourers, and they conferred on 
them one of the greatest benefits ever 
granted to that class in any country in 
Europe, and had been largely availed of. 
Why should not the clause be retained ? 
The noble Marquess in his speech on the 
Second Reading said that already im- 
proper people had got into the cottages. 
That fact strengthened the reason why 
a clause of this sort should be admitted 
by the Government, especially when the 
objection to it came from a party in the 
other House of which, he believed, Mr. 
Dillon was at the head. He confessed 
that he felt very strongly on the matter, 
and noble Lords who lived in Ireland 
and had to do county work knew what a 
great extent of jobbery went on in 
Boards of Guardians with respect to 
those cottages. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] He 
fully appreciated what had fallen from 
the Lord Chancellor of Ireland with 
reference to future legislation on the 
matter, but he should have liked to see 
the question dealt with now. However, 
having expressed their views, and having 
taken their stand on the matter against 
the Government—in which course he 
believed they had justice on their side— 
he would not press the question further. 
But it should be remembered that in 


taking the course they had done, they 
spoke, not for themselves as Irish land- 


lords, but in the interests of the 
labourers of Ireland. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ 

Viscount DE VESCI urged that, in the 
circumstances, seeing that the alteration 
was introduced by the Government, and 
that the Government had promised to 
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deal further with the matter in future, 
it would be unwise on the part of their 
Lordships to insist on the clause and 
resist the Commons’ Amendment. 
| ‘* Hear, hear !’’] 


Dublin Corporation 


" 


Commons’ Amendment then agreed 
to. 


QUARTER SESSIONS (LONDON) BILL. 
On the Motion of the Eart of Onstow 
this Bill,was read’a Second time, and 
the following verbal Amendment in 
Clause 6, page 2, line 27, leave out 
*‘ this ’’ and insert ‘‘ that ’’ having been 
agreed to in Committee, Standing Order 
No. XX XIX. was dispensed with ; Bill 
read 3*; an Amendment made; Bill 
passed, and returned to the Commons. 


House adjourned during pleasure. 


House resumed at Ten minutes past 
Twelve o’ clock. 


The Eart of PemMBRoKE was chosen 
SPEAKER. 


LAND LAW (IRELAND. BILL. 


Returned from the Commons, with the 
Amendments made by the Lords to the 
Amendments made by the Commons to 
the Amendments made by the Lords, 
and with the Lords’ consequential 
Amendments to the Bill—agreed to. 


QUARTER SESSIONS (LONDON) BILL. 


Returned from the Commons, with the 
Amendment agreed to. 


PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) BILL. 


Returned from the Commons, with the 
Amendments agreed tw. 


Viscount de Vesci.. 
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LAW AGENTS (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


Brought from the Commons ; read 1 ; 
to be printed ; and to be read 2* To- 
morrow.—(7he Earl of Camperdown). 
—[(No. 255.1 


POOR LAW OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION BILL. 
Brought from the Commons ; read 1° ; 
to be printed; and to be read 2 
To-morrow. — (Lord Glenesk.) — [No. 
256. | 


House adjourned at a Quarter past Twelve 
o’clock, a.m., till a Quarter past 
Four o’clock, p.m. To-day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, 13th August 1896 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


DUBLIN CORPORATION BILL [u.1.]. 


Motion made, by Order, and Question 
proposed— 

“That the Standing Orders be suspended, and 
that the Lords’ reasons for disagreeing to certain 
of the Commons’ Amendments to the Dublin 
Corporation Bill [1.1.] be now, considered.”— 
(Dr. Farquharson.) 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) sub- 
mitted reasons why the House should 
refuse to suspend the Standing Orders. 
The House of Lords had refused to sus- 
pend their Standing Orders, and this 
House should be equally emphatic in 
adhering to theirs. The House of Lords 
for the first time had taken the point 
that a franchise clause introduced into 
the Bill was against its Standing Orders ; 
in other words, they had raised the grave 
constitutional question that the House 
of Commons was bound by the Standing 
Orders of the House of Lords. He 
asked the hon. Member for Mid Lanark 
to tell the House what were the Stand- 
ing Orders which the House was asked 
to suspend. It was obnoxious that an 
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omnibus motion should be made to sus- 
pend the whole of the Standing Orders 
in order to oblige the other House, which 
declined to suspend a single Standing 
Order for the benefit of the House of 
Commons. He understood that there 
were no fewer than 150 Standing Orders 
in that House, and he asked whether it 
was not preposterous to be asked to do 
so. That comity which ought to prevail 
between the two branches of the Legisla- 
ture was not always observed by the 
Upper Chamber, and he thought it was 
absolutely necessary that the Bill should 
be sent back to the House of Lords, and 
that their Lordships should be informed, 
with great and grave respect, that the 
House of Commons’ Standing Orders 
were not matters to be juggled with at 
all. On the contrary, they were matters 
of serious and grave concern, which the 
House declined on a message from the 
Peers to set aside. This Bill was of 
grave importance. It affected the ques- 
tion of the supply of water to the town- 
ships around Dublin. If this were an 


ordinary case of promoters he should be 
happy to suspend any ordinary Standing 


Order, but what had heen the action of 
the promoters of the Bill? The House 
of Commons unanimously, and two 
Committees with unanimity, passed 
certain franchise clauses in the Bill. 
They went up to the House of Lords 
Standing Orders Committee, and there 
the promoters of the Bill were represented 
by an eminent learned gentleman en- 
gaged by the Corporation to state their 
case on the question of the suspension of 
the Standing Orders. The Corporation 
of Dublin could easily have had this 
clause included in the Bill if they had 
taken the proper course in the House of 
Lords. The Corporation of Dublin 
appeared by counsel before the Com- 
mittee, and they stated no objection 
whatever to the inclusion of the franchise 
clauses in the Bill. They were abso- 
lutely delighted at the prospect of having 
20,000 citizens included, and were 
especially most anxious to do nothing to 
hurt the working men. But the working 
men had a different opinion about the 
Corporation of Dublin now from what 
they had on a_ previous occasion. 
He had received a telegram that day 
from the Trades Council of Dublin, 
representing 20,000 Dublin working 
men, urging him to stand by all the 
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franchise clauses in the Corporation Bill. 
He impeached the good faith of the Cor- 
poration of Dublin with regard to this 
Bill, and especially with regard to the 
franchise clauses. They were entitled 
to no consideration whatever from the 
House of Commons. In the House of 
Lords, Mr. Cameron, representing the 
Corporation, was reported to have said that 
the water part of the Bill had received 
the sanction of both Houses; but, on the 
Motion of himself and the hon. Member 
for North Monaghan, instructions were 
inserted in the Bill. As to Part ITI. of 
the Bill, Mr. Cameron said that the 
Corporation “assumed no paternity.” 
He thought, however, that the Corpora- 
tion were literally gasping to have the 
franchise, but from the start their action 
with regard to these franchise clauses 
had been hypocritical. [Cheers.] It 
was said :— 


Corporation Bill. 


“Tf your Lordships saw fit to extend the 
franchise in the manner proposed, the Corpora- 
tion would accept it, but they were in no sense 
responsible for that part of the Bill,” 


and then the Corporation placed itself in 
the hands of their Lordships. 


“ As to the clauses forming Part III. he was 
silent, and produced no evidence with regard to 
them.” 


What effect did this declaration produce ¢ 
The effect was most evident, because the 
Chairman made a remark of a pregnant 
character. Mr. Cameron once more in- 
tervened in the argument :— 


“Mr. Cameron: I am not supporting this 
clause; the Corporation of Dublin are not 
supporting this clause.” 


Whereupon the Ear] of Morley said “ We 
understood you to say so.” What had 
been the hypocritical action of the Cor- 
poration of Dublin with regard to this 
franchise question? When this Bill was 
first thought of last year they announced 
that they would put in the franchise 
clauses in order to satisfy the almost 
unanimous demand of the Dublin 
working classes. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. and learned 
Member is now going into a matter 
which may be more properly discussed 
if and when this question is decided in 
the affirmative, and when the question 
of the Lords’ Amendment is before the 
House striking out Part III. The only 
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question now is whether the Lords’; House, which is that these Amendments 
Amendment should be _ considered. | be now considered. 
Since the hon. Member referred to the} Mr. T. M. HEALY said that he was 
Standing Orders I have made inquiry, and | arguing that the Bill ought not to have 
I find that, though the words “ the Stand-| been sent down to them at all at this 
ing Order be suspended” were necessary | stage, but as the Corporation of Dublin 
at the time this Motion was set down, they | had insisted upon its being sent down 
are unnecessary now, and I shall therefore | they must take the consequences. They 
not put them to the House. had flouted the decision of the House of 
Mr. T. M. HEALY said that if the;Commons, for the House had unani- 
Motion was unnecessary, it ought to be| mously passed the franchise clauses. 
withdrawn. He submitted that the | Mr. EDWARD CARSON (Dublin 
hon. Member for Mid Lanark should| University) said he was glad to find him- 
have stated what the reasons were for | self for once in accord with the hon. and 
disagreement on the part of the Lords, | learned Member. He agreed that it 
and why they should now be considered. | would be impossible at this stage of the 
It was undesirable at this stage that| Session to consider properly the im- 
further heat should be developed between | portant questions that arose on the 
the two Houses at a moment when the} Lords’ Amendments. He thought it, 
Irish Land Bill was trembling in the} however, right to say, in justification of 
balance. When a public Bill was intro- | the course taken in another place, that 
duced last year, the Lords threw it out,/no one appeared before the Standing 
and now, when a private Bill was| Committee of the other House to support 
brought in it was thrown out on the/| these franchise clauses. 
ground that it ought tohave beena public! Mr. T. M. HEALY said that he 
Bill. As a whole he took the view that the| would gladly have attended to support 
Lords’ reasons for disagreeing with| them had he thought that he would be 
the Commons on the question of the) listened to. 
franchise ought not to be now considered.| Mr. CARSON said that the pro- 
They would be told that this was a Bill| moters of the Bill appeared and dis- 
of great importance to the Corporation claimed practically all knowledge of these 
of Dublin. The price they were charg-| clauses. They disclaimed all desire to 
ing the Corporation of Dublin for the} pass them, and no one said a word in 
sum of £9,000 a year, which they! their favour. In the circumstances he 
wanted for their water—the price that|did not see how even the hon. and 
they asked was the admission of the| learned Member opposite could contend 
citizens of Dublin as a whole to the fran-| that the House of Lords could have done 
chise. The House had already passed| anything but what they did do. The 
franchise clauses this year in three Bills, | hon. and learned Member said that they 
the Corporation of Drogheda Bill, the | ought not to proceed to discuss these 
Waterford Bill, and the Bill relating “0 eng: and he agreed with him. The 
Armagh. In the case of Drogheda the| hon. Member said that the question 
House inserted a franchise clause in a|raised was of great constitutional im- 
Provisional Order Bill, and the Lords! portance, and that the conflict between 
actually swallowed it, and they would | the two Houses might become intensified. 
have swallowed this clause in the same | if these clauses were proceeded with. If 
way if any attempt had been made to| there was any probability of anything 
induce them to do so. But they had/of that kind, it certainly appeared to 
not swallowed the franchise clauses in| him that it would be an absurd thing, 
the case of this Bill because the Dublin} when the House of Commons was about 
Corporation were hostile to them. The! to disperse for the holidays, to enter into 
Earl of Morley was not a greater Chair-| # conflict with the other House. The 
man of Committees than the late Lord) question which had been raised was 
Redesdale, and when the Rathmines | merely a question of price between two 
Bill came before Lord Redesdale in 1885, | different bodies, and it might well stand 
that noble Lord made no difficulty about | over until a more convenient time, and 
suspending the Standing Order. | until they could find out what was the 
*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member | view of the Dublin Corporation and the 
is not keeping to the question before the| view of the Irish Executive as to the 
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importance or necessity of having these 
franchise clauses tacked on to a simple 
Water Bill. They ought to hear from 
some member of the Government some 
reason for the proposal to suspend the 
Standing Orders. He took that oppor- 
tunity of welcoming back to the Minis- 
terialist side of the House the hon. 
Member for Mid Lanark, who seemed to 
have taken his seat on the Treasury 
Bench as if he knew that the Irish 
Executive were determined not to give 
the House any information on this sub- 
ject. 

Mr. HORACE PLUNKETT (Dublin 
Co., 8.) said that the only question be- 
tween the Dublin Corporation and the 
surrounding townships was a question as 
to the price which was to be paid for, 
and the amount of water which was to 
be given by the Corporation to those 
townships. His reasons for agreeing 
with the hon. and learned Member for 
North Louth were the following. It had 
been laid down in the House of Lords, 
and also in the House of Commons, that 
it was inexpedient that communities 
should be supplied with water by trading 
companies. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
is entitled to argue that the Bill is in 
the main a Water Bill, and that it is 
important that the water clauses should 
be passed, and that opposition would 
result in destroying the Bill, but he is 
not entitled to pursue the line of argu- 
ment upon which he is entering. 

Mr. PLUNKETT asked whether he 
could argue that the water clauses 
ought not to be passed ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. Mem- 
ber could not enter into that argument. 

Mr. PLUNKETT said that a large 
principle was involved in the Bill which 
ought not to have been dealt with by a 
Private Committee, that principle being 
that communities ought to have some 
representation upon the bodies which 
supplied them with water. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said that to argue 
the point would be out of order. It 
was rot competent for the hon. Member 
to initiate a discussion as to the consti- 
tution of the Water Companies. 

_Mr. PLUNKETT said that in those 
circumstunces he must content himself 
with supporting the hon. and learned 
Member for North Louth in his opposi- 
tion to the Motion before the House. 
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He might observe that a large number 
of Members had put down notices of 
opposition upon the Paper. 

Mr. J. L. CAREW (Dublin, College 
Green) said tnat the hon. and learned Mem- 
ber for Louth had made a bitter attack on 
the Corporation of Dublin. He had 
described the action of the Corporation 
as hypocritical. He (Mr. Carew) thought 
that the hon. and learned Member’s own 
action towards the working men of 
Dublin deserved that epithet to a greater 
degree. What were the facts? At the 
eleventh hour, on a Bill which was a 
Water Bill, the hon. and learned Mem- 
ber tabled two Instructions, one for the 
purpose of extending the franchise to 
the citizens of Dublin, and the other to 
take it away from them. The hon. and 
learned Member first appealed to the 
working men of Dublin, saying “ we are 
going to extend the franchise to you,” 
and now he appealed for support to 
Members on the other side of the House 
on the ground principally that he was 
going to increase the number of Con- 
servatives on the Dublin Corporation 
from 11 to 20. The attitude of the 
hon. and learned Member for North 
Louth would be fatal to this Bill and to 
his own franchise clauses. He wanted 
the Corporation of Dublin either to lose 
the £12,000 which they had spent in pro- 
moting this Water Bill, or to accept 
franchise clauses which they did not 
approve. It should be borne in mind 
that the Corporation had spent £12,000, 
and if the Bill were defeated they would 
have to spend a similar sum next year 
in the promotion of another Bill. He 
trusted, therefore, that the Bill might be 
saved. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.) 
said that the epithet “hypocritical” 
applied to the hon. Member for the 
Harbour Division of Dublin ana to him 
alone. It was the hon. Member for the 
Harbour Division, and not the hon. 
Member for North Louth who was re- 
sponsible for the position in which the 
Dublin Corporation found themselves. The 
hon. Member for North Louth put down 
certain Instructions on the Paper for the 
Committee that first considered the Bill. 
These Instructions had remained on the 
Paper for seven days because the hon. 
Member for Louth was not present to 
move them, and when at length they 
were brought forward there was nobody 
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there to oppose them on behalf of the 
Corporation of Dublin. The consequence 
was that, when the hon. Member for the 
Harbour Division arrived on the scene, 
all this trouble about the franchise arose, 
and he dragged the other Members for 
Dublin into opposing the extension of 
the franchise to the working men of 
Dublin. If anybody should be described 


as hypocritical in this matter, it was the 


{COMMONS} 


724 


for Trinity College. It was, as far 
as he was concerned as one of the 
Members for the County of Wicklow, a 
question of the price to be paid by the 
town of Bray for the water supplied by 
the Dublin Corporation. The price of 
water to them would be trebled. For 
that reason he was opposed to the con- 
sideration of these Amendments now. 
He heard hon. Members talk about the 
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hon. Member for the Harbour Division, 
and he regretted to say that he was not 
present now. The hon. Member pro-| the townships in Wicklow and South 
fessed the most intense anxiety to give| Dublin would have to pay under this 
his fellow cititens the franchise, and yet | Bill. 

had taken every opportunity to defeat} *Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
that object. He desired earnestly to|is now going into a part of the Bill 
support the hon. Member for Louth.| which is not affected by the Lords’ 
The Corporation of Dublin professed to} Amendments. 

represent the citizens of Dublin, but} *Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR: IT shall 
yet they were afraid to give them those| not further pursue that line of argu- 
means of electing them, which were con-| ment, so I will content myself by moving 
ferred on every other citizen in this) to omit “now,” in order to insert 
kingdom. | “on this day three months.” 

Mr. J. J. CLANCY (Dublin Co. N.)) Mr. VESEY KNOX (Londonderry) 
said he could not listen in silence to an/| seconded the Motion because he believed 
attack on the hon. Member for the) it was justified in precedent. On a pre- 
Harbour Division. The hon. Member| vious occasion, when a Corporation 





cost to the Corporation of Dublin, but 
what he thought about was the money 


had, he thought, chose a singularly un-| representing a small fraction of the 
happy moment for attacking his hon. citizens, had asked for largely increased 


Friend—nawely, in his absence. | powers, the House of Commons had 
Mr. FARRELL: I said I regretted| taken the line that increased powers 
his absence. should not be given until that small and 
Mr. CLANCY replied that, at all! narrow Corporation consented to extend 
events, when the hon. Member was|the franchise. That was the course 
present no attack was made upon him | taken in the case of the Belfast Main 
by the hon. Gentleman. He appealed) Drainage Bill. This Bill was merely a 
to the Government for some direction in| question of money disputes between the 
this matter. As for himself, he intended Dublin Corporation on one side and the 
to oppose the Motion of the hon. Mem-| townships around on the other. If the 
ber for Louth, and did so on the grounds | Bill was lost it did not mean that any 
that this Bill had cost the citizens of| one within or without Dublin would be 
Dublin £12,000, and another Bill next| any the worse off for water ; therefore, 
year would cost them £12,000, more | its rejection would not do any harm to 
probably. The franchise portion of the} any human being. The Belfast Bill 
Bill would be killed by the kindly work | was postponed from time to time until 
of the hon. Member for Louth; but if|the Corporation of Belfast agreed to 
his Motion were defeated, opportunity | introduce clauses for the extension of 
would arise to consider the franchise the franchise. What was sauce for the 
clauses. He appealed to the Govern- | goose in Belfast was sauce for the gander 
ment to give some direction and not to|in Dublin, and the Corporation of 
leave the House in the position it now| Dublin ought to be made to take the 
was. same course if they wanted to get their 
*Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, | Bill through the House. 
W.) moved to omit the word “now,” in| Mr. T. M. HEALY said he told the 
order to insert ‘on this day three) Dublin Corporation in the most straight- 
months.” He opposed this Bill for} forward manner that unless these fran- 
reasons that had already been stated by|chise clauses were introduced by the 
the right hon. Gentleman the Member | House of Lords, he would do his best 


Mr. J. P. Farrell. 
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to kill the Bill when it came before the 
Commons. He made no secret of that. 
What the House imposed upon Belfast 
it ought to impose also upon Dublin. 
They refused to allow the Belfast Im- 
provement Bill to go through the House 
until the Corporation consented to extend 
the franchise. Why, then, should they 
allow a narrow oligarchy in Dublin to 
come to them for a Bill seeking to impose 
a charge of about £9,000 on the sur- 
rounding populations until that narrow 
oligarchy was content to do for its 
citizens what the Orangemen of Belfast 
consented to do for theirs? The action 
of the Corporation disentitled them to 
all claims for consideration in the House. 
The House of Commons unanimously 
passed the franchise clauses, and was he 
to be told that for the sake of £12,000, 
they were to give to the Corporation of 
Dublin what they asked for instead of 
delaying them for a single year. It was 
stated by a famous French monarch, 
“Paris is well worth a mass”; he 
thought the franchise was well worth 
£12,000 to Dublin. [Laughter.] 

Mr. L. P. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 
S.) reminded the hon. and _ learned 
Member for Louth that there was the 
strongest opposition to extend the fran- 
chise in Belfast on the occasion to which 
he had alluded. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member is not entitled to go into 
the question of Belfast. 

Mr. HAYDEN (continuing) said he 
thought it was unfair that the Corpora- 
tion of Dublin should be put to further 
expense when they were prepared to 
extend the franchise next year. He 
appealed to the House not to throw this 
money away. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kil- 
kenny) said the Corporation of Dublin 
were bound to supply water to the 
surrounding townships, and they asked 
the House of Commons to enable them 
to do it. He was quite as anxious as 
the hon. Member for Louth to extend 
the franchise in Dublin, but he was 
unwilling that this Bill should be lost 
because it did not extend the fran- 
chise. It was not the Corporation of 
Dublin who refused to extend the 
franchise, but the House of Lords. 
Hehoped that the House would not reject 
the Bill merely to compel the Corpora- 
tion of Dublin to come forward next year 
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with a Bill containing a franchise provi- 
sion. Even if the Corporation did bring 
forward such a Bill next year what 
security had they that it would pass. In 
his opinion it was a monstrous injustice 
if all the money which the Corporation 
had spent on promoting this Bill were 
to be wasted. He urgently appealed to 
hon. Members opposite to allow the 
Measure to pass and to let the question 
relating to the franchise come up next 
year. Those who were opposing the 
Measure were not supported by a single 
member of the Dublin Corporation. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that the 
Corporation of Dublin were not sup- 
porting this clause. 

Mr. CARSON asked whether he 
should be in order in moving the 
adjournment of the Debate. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The effect of such 
a Motion, if successful, would, at this 
period of the Session, be to destroy the 
Bill, and under the circumstances I ought 
not to accept it. 


(Infectious Disease ). 


Question put, “That the word ‘now’ 
stand part of the Question.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 62; 
Noes, 65.—(Division List, No. 415.) 


Words added. 


Main Question, as amended, put, and 
agreed to. 


Consideration of Lords’ Reasons for 
disagreeing to certain of the Commons 
Amendments put off for three months. 


QUESTIONS. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS (INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE). 

Mr. J. G. TALBOT (Oxford Univer- 
sity): I beg toask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he would 
consider the propriety of instructing the 
Medical Officer of Health, in cases where 
an elementary school has been closed by 
authority on account of the prevalence 
of infectious disease, to visit such schools 
and satisfy himself that the danger of 
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infection is passed before the schools are| A clause having this object was put into 


re-opened ? 

THe SECRETARY v0 tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
RusseEu, Tyrone, 8.): In cases in which 
an elementary school has been closed by 
the District Council, acting under the 
Education Code, on the advice of the 
Medical Officer of Health, it is his duty, 
whenever he deems such action necessary, 
to cause the premises to be disinfected or 
cleansed : but, when this has been done, 
a visit to a school which is closed would 
not add to his information. Before the 
expiration of the specified period for 
which a school has been closed the duty 
of advising the District Council whether 
the circumstances call for any further 
restrictions on school attendance already 
devolves on the Medical Officer of Health, 
and the Board consider that he should 
make such inquiries as will enable him to 
advise in the matter. 

Mr. TALBOT : I beg toask the Vice 
President of the Committee of Council 
on Education, whether he has considered 
the pecuniary loss suffered by elementary 
schools when they are compulsorily closed 
in consequence of the prevalence of 
infectious disease ; and, whether he will 
consider the possibility of giving extra 
grants in such cases to cover such extra- 
ordinary expenditure 1 

THe VICE PRESIDENT or tHe 
COUNCIL (Sir Joun Gorst, Cam- 
bridge University) : The cases mentioned 
in the question are already provided for 
by Articles 83 and 101 of the Code. 

Mr. RAYMOND GREENE (Cam- 
bridge, Chesterton): I beg to ask the 
Vice President of the Committee of 
Council on Education whether, seeing 
that when a school has been closed on 
account of an epidemic or the like, an 
allowance for the unavoidable absence is 
made in calculating the average attend- 
ance for the annual grant, the Depart- 
ment will take into favourable considera- 
tion the assimilating of the method of 
calculating the average attendance for 
the fee grant to the method on which 
that for the annual grant is calculated, 
and so avoid depriving a number of 
schools of a portion of the fee grant 
through no fault of their own ¢ 

Sir J. GORST: Legislation would 
be necessary to assimilate the methods 
of calculating average attendance for the 
purposes of the annual and fee grants. 


Mr. J. G. Talbot. 





the late Education Bill. 

Mr. ERNEST GRAY (West Ham, 
N.) asked the right hon. Gentleman 
whether he would consider thedesirability 
of introducing next Session legislation to 
deal with the matter 4 

Sir J. GORST : Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
say a deal about the legislation of next 
Session. [ Laughter. | 


INTER-PARLIAMENTARY 
ARBITRATION CONFERENCE. 

Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE (Burn- 
ley): I beg to ask the Under Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
Her Majesty's Government has received 
from Le Chevalier Descamps, Belgian 
Senator and President of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Arbitration Conference, 
held in Brussels in 1895, official com- 
munication of the scheme adopted by 
that conference for the constitution of 
an International Arbitration Tribunal ; 
whether there will be any objection to a 
copy of the communication and _ report 
of Senator Descamps being placed upon 
the Table of the House; and, whether 
Her Majesty’s Government, in view of 
the interest at present taken in the 
question of international arbitration, 
and the fact that the Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Conference is about again to 
meet in Buda Pesth at the invitation of 
the Hungarian Parliament, will signify 
the interest and sympathy which Her 
Majesty’s Government take in the pro- 
gress of this question, and state the 
nature of the reply made to Senator 
Descamps’ communication ? 

THe UNDER SECRETARY 
or STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. GerorcE Curzon, Lancashire, 
Southport) : A copy of Monsieur 
Descamps’ pamphlet on the organi- 
sation of international arbitration, 
to which is annexed a copy of the 
scheme adopted by the Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Conference at Brussels, was 
forwarded to Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Brussels for presentation to Lord Salis- 
bury, who requested that his thanks 
might be returned to the author. It 
would not be in accordance with usage 
either to present such papers to Parlia- 
ment or to make any communication on 
the part of Her Majesty’s Government 
to the Inter-Parliamentary conference at 
Buda-Pesth. 
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ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland if any in- 
formation is accessible to Members as to 
the expenditure of the £40,000 received 
for horse breeding by the Royal Dublin 
Society under the Probate Grant since 
1888 # 

THE CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp  BatFour, 
Leeds, Central): The grant of £5,000 


ust 1896} 730 
Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 


memorial referred to contains statements 
to the effect mentioned in the second 
part of the question. I am not in a 
position to say whether it will be possible 
in any way to meet the representations 
of the memorialists, but the question will 
receive my consideration. The Railways 


Ballincrana. 


(Ireland) Act of the present Session 
does not provide funds for giving assist- 
ance to any existing line. 





received annually by the Royal Dublin 
Society under the Probate Duties Act of | 
1888 is applicable to the improvement of | 
the breed of cattle as well as horses. | 


LABOURERS (IRELAND) ACTS. 
Mr. J. FINUCANE (Limerick, E.) : 


The Comptroller and Auditor-General | I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
satisfies himself that the money has been | Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, whether the 
rightly disposed of, but no report is made | Kilmallock Board of Guardians, County 
by him to Parliament on the subject.| Limerick, has written to the Local 
The Council] of the Royal Dublin Society | Government Board suggesting that the 
publish an annual report, which con-| present system of arbitration in the 
tains their audited accounts and gives|cases of lands required under the 
information regarding the horse and/| Labourers’ Acts leads to unnecessary 


ceattle-breeding schemes. This report is | 
on sale to the public. I shall be happy | 
to furnish the hon. and learned Member 
with a copy of the last report of the 
Council if he should care to have one. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY was understood 
to ask whether the Auditor General 
could make a special Report to Parlia- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR was 
understood to say that to give such an 
undertaking would hardly be within his 
province. He should be glad to show a 
copy of the report of the Royal Dublin 
Society to the hon. and learned Member. 


TRALEE AND DINGLE RAILWAY. 


expense, delay, and inconvenience ; and 
requesting that the Board of Works 
should employ more than one arbitrator, 
as experience has shown that the work 
of arbitration cannot be carried out by 
one arbitrator with the expedition 
necessary to insure the successful work- 
ing of the Acts; and will the Board be 
requested to accede to the request of the 
Guardians ; and (2) what is the expla- 


‘nation of the delay which has taken 


place in bringing the arbitration in the 
Kilmallock Union to completion 1 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
answer to the first paragraph is in the 
affirmative. The Labourers’ Bill now 
before Parliament will enable the delay 


complained of to be avoided in all future 
cases. The delay referred to in the 
behalf of the hon. Member for East | Kilmallock case arose through some mis- 
Galway (Mr. James Rocue), I beg to ask understanding between the Guardians’ 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu-/| Solicitor and the Arbitrator, but the 
tenant of Ireland—(1) if he will take any | matter is now practically settled. 

steps to give effect to the memorial re- 

cently presented to His Excellency the | 

Lord Lieutenant by the Grand Jury of| POSTAL FACILITIES (BALLINCRANA, 
the county of Kerry, in reference to the | COUNTY LIMERIUK.) 

present state and working of the Tralee) Mr. FINUCANE: I beg to ask the 
and Dingle Railway ; and (2), whether Secretary to the Treasury, ,as represent- 
the cost of maintenance of ways, works, | ing the Postmaster General, whether the 
and stations on this line amounted to £54 | Post Office authorities at Dublin have 
per mile for the last half-year, whilst | received a memorial, signed by over 
similar lines in the county of Kerry, viz., | thirty ratepayers, requesting the estab- 
the Kenmare and Headford and the/lishment of a sub-post office at Ballin- 
Killorglin and Valencia Railway cost but|crana, or Gothoon, about midway 
£34 and £36 per mile respectively. |between Kilfinnane and - Kilmallock, 


Captain DONELAN (Cork, E.): On 
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county Limerick ; whether the memorial- 
ists have to send for their letters to a 
place over three miles distant ; and, as 
the district is populous and the office 
certain to pay at least its expenses, 
will the prayer of the memorialists be 
granted ? 

THe SECRETARY vo tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) : 
A memorial on this subject bearing 
seventeen signatures was received at the 
Dublin post office in May last. Gothoon 
is three miles distant from the nearest 
post office, but it has an official delivery 
and collection of letters. Correspond- 
ence for places in the neighbourhood at 
which no delivery is made is left at a 
shop in Gothoon. The Postmaster 
General regrets that, as the number of 
letters fur the district in question is 
small, and as the post is already carried 
on at aloss to the revenue, the establish- 
ment of an office at Gothoon would not 


be justified. 


Lough Erne 


WORKHOUSE LUNATICS (IRELAND.) 

Mr. FINUCANE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland—(1) whether he is aware that 
the Limerick Board of Guardians elected, 
over four months since, a Mr. Stephens 
to the position of keeper over the 
lunatics ; (2) whether all the lunatics 
in workhouses in Ireland are harmless ; 
(3) if the Local Government Board has 
refused to sanction the appointment on 
the ground of inexperience ; (4) whether 
the resident medical officer and master 
have stated that Mr. Stephens has given 
complete satisfaction during his term of 
probation ; and (5) if the Local Govern- 
ment Board will sanction his appoint- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
fact is as stated in the first paragraph. 
The Local Government Board refused to 
sanction the appointment of Mr. Stephens 
on the ground of inexperience in the 
management of the insane ; moreover, 
he was not eligible for the appointment 
under the terms of the advertisement 
issued by the Guardians, which stated 
that candidates must have had previous 
experience in the care of lunatics ; and 
although qualified candidates presented 
themselves, yet the Guardians elected a 

rson without, experience. It is true 
that the Medical Officer stated that Mr. 


Mr. Finucane. 
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Stephens had given satisfaction whilst 
acting as attendant, but he did not mean 
to convey by this statement that Stephens 
was a suitable person for the position. 
The Local Government Board are not pre- 
pared to sanction this appointment. As 
to the second paragraph, lunatics in work- 
houses are, as a rule, harmless, but they 
are extremely unmanageable at times, 
and harmless lunatics are always liable 
to become dangerous. 


Drainage Board. 


LOUGH ERNE DRAINAGE BOARD. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he is aware that, on or about 
the 9th July, a very heavy rainfall 
occurred in County Cavan, which had 
the effect of raising the water in the 
upper part of Lough Erne a depth of 
two feet, resulting in the flooding of all 
low-lying meadows, corn and _ potato 
crops, about Belturbet, Ballyconnell, 
Bawnboy, and Swanlinbar; whether 
the flood gates at Belleek were kept 
closed from the 9th to the 27th July, 
thereby retaining the flood water, and 
adding to the grievous injury complained 
of ; could he state in whose hands the 
management of these flood gates rests ; 
and, is there no legal remedy against 
them at the hands of the farmers living 
along the lake and River Erne whose 
crops have been injured ¢ 

Mr. HANBURY: The management 
of the gates rests with the Lough Erne 
Drainage Board, from whose secretary 
the Board of Works have received the 
following telegram :—‘“ All sluice gates 
at Belleek were closed from the 9th to 
the 18th July. The upper Lough Erne 
was one foot five inches below the 
ordnance level on the 9th July, gradually 
raising to seven inches below on the 18th, 
when the gates were opened. The 
ordnance level was only reached on the 
28th. Sluice gates are worked by a com- 
petent engineer, under rules drawn up 
by the Drainage Maintenance Board. 
The Drainage Board has no record of 
the rainfall in the County Cavan.” I 
understand that the ordnance level 
referred to in the telegram is the ordinary 
summer level, below which the Drainage 
Board try to keep the water. They have 
a telephone communication between the 
upper lake and the sluices at Belleek, so 
as to be able to report the state of the 
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water and take the necessary measures 
at Belleek. As regards the legal point, 
the Board of Works are advised that any 
person injured through negligence of the 
Drainage Board or their servants in 
charge of the sluices has a remedy at 
law against the Drainage Board. 

Mr. VESEY KNOX (Londonderry) 
was understood to ask whether, during 
the Recess, the right hon. Gentleman 
would look into the management of the 
Drainage Board ? 

Mr. HANBURY asked the hon. 
Member to remind him of the subject. 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
(DAMAGE TO PICTURES). 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 


Chorley): I beg to ask the Secretary to | 


the Treasury whether two pictures in 
the National Portrait Gallery have re- 
cently been wilfully injured; and whether, 
considering that there are only 10 
attendants for the 33 rooms, and only one 
constable for the entire building, and 
that similar damage is likely to recur, 
steps can be taken to secure better pro- 
tection for the pictures by appointing an 
adequate staff of attendants and police ? 

Mr. HANBURY : The answer to the 
first paragraph is in the affirmative. I 
understand that during the hours when 
the gallery is open to the public there 
are in attendance ten attendants, called 
curators, and three constables. The 
question whether this force is sufficient 
to safeguard the pictures is now engaging 
the attention of the Treasury. 


COLLISION (SHIP “SIREN” AND H.M. 
GUNBOAT “LANDRAIL.”) 
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| be made to the extent of £8 a ton on the 
gross register tonnage of the Landraii. 
This compensation, which represents the 
maximum amount fixed by the Merchant 
Shipping Act, would be rateably dis- 
tributed to meet all losses, whether hull, 
cargo, or the men’s clothing. Great 
sympathy is naturally felt for the crew 
on the loss of all their clothing, but I 
find that, ina nearly parallel case in 
1889, where the Admiralty paid £8 per 
register tonnage for the Surprise, it was 
held to be impossible, in view of the 
precedent which would be set, to go be- 
yond the statutory limit of compensation. 


INDIAN TROOPS IN EGYPT. 

Sirk WILLIAM WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether a large portion 
of the Indian Contingent sent to garrison 
Suakin has been sent on to act as a 
convict guard at Tokar, an Egyptian 
convict station some 70 miles from Suakin, 
where the climate is intensely hot, water 
very scarce, and food indifferent, and 
whether the commanding officer and 
second in command of this force have 
both been invalided within a month ; 
and, will he place before the House before 
it rises reports from the General command- 
|ing the Indian contingent and from the 
Chief Sanitary Authority under the’ 

Egyptian Government as to the general 
health and condition of Her Majesty’s 
forces forming the Indian contingent ? 

*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
\INDIA (Lord Gerorce Hamitron, 
| Middlesex, Ealing): A battalion of native 
| infantry and a squadron of native cavalry 

have been sent to Tokar, not as a guard 





*Mr. A. K, LOYD (Berks, Abingdon) :| for the convict prison, but to garrison 
I beg to ask the First Lord of the Ad-| that post, as the position is one of great 
miralty whether the Government will strategical importance for the defence of 
give any and what compensation to the | the Suakin district, as was shown by the 
crew of the Siren for the loss of their | fighting in its vicinity in 1885. The 
property on the occasion of that ship | climate is very hot, but the health of the 
being negligently run into and sunk by | troops and followers at Suakin and Tokar 
Her Majesty’s Gunboat Landrail last | is reported to be very good, and that of 
month, when making for Portland | the European officers generally good ; but 
Harbour ? out of 70 officers at Suakin and Tokar 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMI- four have been invalied, including the 
RALTY (Mr. G. J.Goscuen,St.George’s, | officer in command at Tokar. There is 
Hanover Square) : The Admiralty are in a sufficient supply of water at Tokar, and 
communication with the Solicitors re-| the food supplies are ample. Every pre- 
presenting the owners of the Siren, and caution is being taken to make the con- 
have, whilst repudiating all legal liability, dition of the troops holding this important 
offered to consider any claim that may | position as comfortabie as is possible 
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SANITARY INSPECTORS (EXAMINING 
BOARD). 


Mr. W. JOHNSTON (Belfast, 8.) : 
On behalf of the hon. Member for East 
Down (Mr. J. A. Renrovut), I beg to 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether, seeing the forma- 
tion of a conjoint Examining Board for 
Sanitary Inspectors has been under the 
consideration of the Local Government 
Board since 1892, he is now prepared to 
say when effect will be given to the 
recommendations of the Committee ap- 
pointed by his predecessor ? 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: A decision as 
regards the questions arising in connec- 
tion with the formation of a conjoint 
Examining Board for Sanitary Inspectors 
will be given very shortly. 


CHANNELSEA RIVER (WEST HAM). 

Mr. ERNEST GRAY: I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board whether his attention has been 
called to the condition of the Channelsea 
River inthe borough of West Ham; is 
he aware that it is stated that this river 
is little better than an open sewer ; and 
will he, by inquiry or otherwise, cause 
such measures to be adopted as will re- 
remove the obvious danger to which the 
dense population of the district is subject 
if the allegation referred to be correct 4 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: The Local 
Government Board received last month 
a petition signed by 74 ratepayers, in 
which they complained of the condition 
of the Channelsea River (the waters of 
which are tidal), and stated that the 
river was practically an open sewer. 
The Board are in communication with 
the Lea Conservancy Board on the sub- 
ject, and have forwarded to them a copy 
of the petition referred to. ‘The Board 
are desirous of rendering any assistance 
that is possible in the matter, but it is 
not a case in which they have any com- 
pulsory powers that can be exercised. 


DEANE NATIONAL SCHOOL 
(NEAR BOLTON.) 

Mr. ERNEST GRAY : I beg to ask 
the hon. Member for the Thirsk Division, 
as a Charity Commisioner, with regard 
to the Deane National School, near Bol- 
ton, which is under the management of 
trustees appointed under a scheme of the 
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Charity Commissioners providing that 
any vacancy on the board of management 
shall be filled within one month, is he 
aware that this provision has been neg- 
lected for a considerable time by the 
existing trustees ; and, whether, having 
regard to the recent dismissal of the 
master of the school by the trustees con- 
trary to the expressed wish of 166 out of 
the 170 parents of children attending the 
school, he will advise the Commissioners 
to refuse to sanction the appointment of 
any person nominated to the office of 
trustee unless and until the parents ob- 
tain some share in the selection of the 
trustees. 

Sir JOHN GORST (for Mr. Grant 
Lawson): The question is understood to 
refer to the National School at Rum- 
worth, in the Parish of Deane. The 
scheme by which the school is regulated 
provides that vacancies among the trus- 
tees shall be filled up at the first meeting 
of the trustees which shall be held after 
the lapse of one month from the occur- 
rence of the vacancy. On the 28th 
July the Commissioners approved the 
appointment of two new trustees to fill 
vacancies. It appears from the date of 
the occurrence of these vacancies that 
the foregoing provision of the scheme 
has not been strictly complied with. 
The names of the trustees proposed for 
approval were duly published, and no 
objection was taken to their appoint- 
ment. The Commissioners have no 
information of, or in relation to, the 
dismissal of the master of the school. 

Mr. ERNEST GRAY : I beg to ask 
the Vice President of the Committee of 
Council on Education—(1) whether he 
can state what portions of the income 
for the last school year of the Deane 
National School, near Bolton, were 
received from State grant, endowment, 
voluntary subscriptions, and other local 
sources, respectively ; (2) is he aware 
that the head master of the Deane 
School has been recently dismissed as a 
result of incidents connected with his 
election to the office of churchwarden by 
the parishioners, and that this dismissal 
has been insisted on notwithstanding the 
written request to the contrary made by 
166 out of 170 parents whose children 
attend the school, and notwithstanding 
the fact that the teacher can show 
excellent reports both for secular and 
religious teaching during the last 12 
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years in the same school ; and, (3) can 
he state whether there are any means, 
other than the establishment of a school 
board for the district, whereby the 
parents may obtain some voice in the 
management of the school to which they 
are practically compelled to send their 
children ? 

Sir J. GORST: The following sums 
were received :—State grant £339 2s. 1d., 
endowment £36 13s. 4d., voluntary sub- 
scriptions £32 14s. 5d., church collec- 
tions £22 10s., other local sources 
£18 6s. ld. The Committee of Council 
have no information as to the facts 
alleged in the second paragraph. They 
are not aware of any means by which 
the parents could secure some control 
over the management so long as it is a 
Voluntary School. 


Niger Coast 


“TERRIBLE ” (H.MS.) 

Sim EDWARD GOURLEY (Sunder- 
land): I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Admiralty if he can state the nature 
of the accident compelling Her Majesty’s 
new cruiser the TJerrible, to have to put 
back to Plymouth for repairs ; 


and, 
whether it is true that there are no 
mechanical appliances either at Devon- 
port or Plymouth sufficient to cope with 
the emergency 4 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMI- 
RALTY: No accident has occurred to 
Her Majesty’s ship Z'errible. During 
the run preliminary to the commence- 
ment of the second of the contractors’ 
trials it became evident that certain ad- 
justments were necessary to the slide 
valves of some of the cylinders. The 
contractors were in charge of the 
machinery, and at their request the 
vessel entered Plymouth Sound in order 
that an examination might be made. 
As the result of that examination, and 
at the request of the contractors, the 
Terrible has returned to Portsmouth, 
where the necessary defects will be made 
good by the contractors before the trials 
are resumed. Under the circumstances 
explained no question arose as to the 
sufficiency of the mechanical appliances 
at Devonport Dockyard; but I may 
state that they are ample for all the 
repairs required by Her Majesty’s ships 
and their machinery, and no suggestion 
such as that in the hon. Member’s second 
question ought to have been made. 


{13 Aveust 1896} 
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Mr. J. CUMMING MACDONA 
(Southwark, Rotherhithe) asked whether 
there were any appliances on board the 
Terrible for picking up floating derelicts ? 

Mr. FORTESCUE FLANNERY 
(York, W.R., Shipley) asked whether it 
had been decided to send this vessel and 
her sister ship on a longer voyage at full 
power for the purpose of fully testing 
the power of the water-tube boilers 4 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMI- 
RALTY was understood, in reply, to 
say that the Admiralty had no doubt 
whatever, from what had happened so 
far, as to the efficiency of these ships, 
and that until the completion of the 
trials it would be too soon to decide 
whether they should send them on a long 
voyage. 


Protectorate 


SHANNON ESTUARY (WARSHIP). 


Masor EUSTACE JAMESON (Clare, 
W.): I beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Admiralty if he can advise Her Majesty’s 
Government to-allow a man-of-war to be 
permanently stationed at Scattery Roads, 
in the estuary of the Shannon, as the 
anchorage is of the best description, and 
there is no warship in the Shannon ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMI- 
RALTY: Her Majesty’s warships are 
stationed at certain places on the Irish 
coast in the general interests of the 
Service, and I cannot, as at present 
advised, meet the wishes of the hon. and 
gallant Member. 


NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE. 


Mr. W. F. LAWRENCE (Liverpool, 
Abercromby): I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether there is any reason, and, if so, 
what reason, why the accounts of the 
Niger Coast Protectorate and its yearly 
budget should not be published in like 
manner as those of the Protectorate of 
Zanzibar, and whether he will authorise 
such publication in future ; and, whether 
he can state what may be the cost up to 
date of the Governor’s chief residence 
and public offices, including their equip- 
ment, and if not yet completed, what 
further cost may be estimated to com- 
plete them ? 

Mr. CURZON: I have before stated 
that thereareseveral reasons for which the 
accounts of the Niger Coast Protectorate 
are not laid before Parliament. Among 
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others, the fact that no money is asked 
for from Parliament for that Protector- 
ate, as is done in the case of Zanzibar. 
The sum spent up to the end of the 
financial year 1895-6 on public buildings 
is £104,210. It is estimated that a 
further sum of £20,150 will be required 
to complete those now in hand. 


Estate 


WINDING-UP PROCEEDINGS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kil- 
kenny): I beg to ask the Attorney 
General for Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been directed to a notice in a 
recent number of the Dublin Gazette, 
of certain new Orders to be made by the 
Judges of the Court of Bankruptcy, 
under which the official assignees may 
be empowered to act as official liqui- 
dators in the winding up of companies ; 
whether he is aware of the fact that 
when a Bill was introduced in the late 
Parliament to sanction that and other 
charges, the Measure was abandoned by 
the late Government owing to the strong 
opposition of the whole commercial 
public of Ireland, and especially of the 
north of Ireland; and, if so, whether 
the Lord Lieutenant of Jreland will 
withhold his sanction from the Orders 
referred to; and, in view of the fact 
that an Act of Parliament was thought 
necessary by the late Government to 
enable the Bankruptcy Court to do what 
the Orders purport to effect, will he ex- 
plain why the matter is being dealt with 
by Orders ? 

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Atkinson, London- 
derry, N.): These Rules are only 
published provisionally. Any person 
interested can object to them, and all 
objections will be carefully considered 
by the Lord Chancellor and the Judges 
in Bankruptcy before the Rules are 
approved of by them. The Rules do 
not require the sanction of the Lord 
Lieutenant, but must be laid before 
Parliament before coming into force. 
The Bill referred to in the Question was 
much wider than these Rules in its scope, 
and sought to authorise the Official 
Assignees to act as administrators of 
deceased persons, managers of lunatics’ 
estates, and in other matters. The 
objections to the Bill do not, therefore, 
apply. 

Mr. Curzon. 


{COMMONS} 





Duty. 


TRANSVAAL RAID. 

Mr. THOMAS BAYLEY (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield): I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for War what 
action the War Office is taking with 
regard to the Officers of Her Majesty’s 
Army (other than those who have been 
tried with Dr. Jameson) who were con- 
cerned in the late raid in the Transvaal ? 

*THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprics, 
Surrey, Guildford): The case of these 
officers is still under consideration, and 
has been delayed by communications 
being necessary with certain individuals, 
the answers to which must be received 
before a final decision is arrived at. 

*Sir C. DILKE (Gloucester, Forest 
of Dean): Has the hon. Member not 
twice stated that he should make a 
statement before the close of the 
Session? Will he make it to-morrow ? 
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*Mr. BRODRICK: I am afraid it 
will be impossible to make a statement 
to-morrow. 

*Sir C. DILKE: You stated twice 
[‘* Hear, hear.”] 


that you would do so. 


SUPPLY OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION 
(SOUTH AFRICA). 

Sir JOHN COLOMB. (Great Yar- 
mouth): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether the 
authorities in South Africa have been 
able to ascertain from what sources and 
by what routes arms and ammunition 
have been supplied to the enemy; and, 
whether he can give an assurance that 
every possible precaution is being taken 
to stop such supplies of arms and ammu- 
nition ? 

Tae SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE COLONIES (Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Birmingham, W.): As I informed the 
hon. Member for the Egremont Division 
of Cumberland on the 30th ultimo, in- 
quiries are being made as to how the 
rebels have obtained theirsupplies ofarms 
and ammunition, but no information has 
as yet reached me which would be worth 
communicating to the House. 


ESTATE DUTY. 

Mr. J. G. BUTCHER (York): I beg 
to ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
what estate duty is claimed in the fol- 
lowing case, namely, where a husband 
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predeceases his wife without leaving 
issue, and property passes on the death 
of the husband which has been settled 
on the husband for his life, then on 
the wife for her life, then (in default of 
issue) on the husband absolutely ; and, 
whether the Revenue authorities are in 
such a case instructed to claima double 
estate duty, viz., first, estate duty on the 
capital value of the settled property 
arising on the cesser of the husband’s 
life interest ; and, secondly, estate duty 
on the value of the husband’s absolute 
reversionary interest in the settled pro- 
perty ? 

Tae CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micuaet Hicks Beaca 
Bristol, W.): If the settlement was made 
by the husband, or by any person other 
than the wife, estate duty is claimed on 
the husband’s death on the principal 
value of the settled fund, at a rate ascer- 
tained by aggregating with that fund 
the free estate of the husband, and any 
other property which, under Section 4 of 
the Finance Act of 1894, comes into the 
aggregation. Payment of this duty 
satisfies any claim for estate duty under 
the settlement on the wife’s death, and 


Crete. 


the husband’s reversionary interest is 
not regarded as liable to a further charge 
for estate duty as being property of which 
he was at the time of his death compe- 
tent to dispose. 


CRETE. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY : I beg toask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs has he any information as to the 
statement of the Athens correspondent 
of the Daily News yesterday relative to 
the roasting of a priest in Crete by 
Turkish soldiers on a fire made from 
pictures pillaged from churches 1 

*Mr. CURZON : No information has 
been received beyond that which I have 
already given to the House. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he had put a 
similar question on Monday. Had the 
hon. Member since asked for any infor- 
mation ¢ 

*Mr. CURZON said he had pointed 
out that no information had been re- 
ceived from their own Consul. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said that was no 
answer to his question. Had the hon. 
Member since Monday asked for infor- 
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mation as to these abominable occur- 
rences? [‘ Hear, hear.”] 

*Mr. CURZON: No, Sir; nor dol 
feel any necessity to inquire. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he should 
call attention to the matter on the Ap- 
propriation Bill. 


Crete. 


In reply to Mr. Pamip Stannopz 
(Burnley), 


*Mr. CURZON said he had received 

no appeal from Mr. Biliotti for assistance. 
*Sir ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall): I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether from 10,000 to 15,000 
Mussulman inhabitants of Crete have 
been driven from their homes by Christian 
insurgents, their villages and plantations 
destroyed, and numbers of them killed 
and maltreated ; whether thousands of 
these refugees are now collected in and 
around Heraklion ; and what steps Her 
Majesty’s Government are taking to 
obtain equal justice for the Mussulman 
as well as the Christian inhabitants of 
Crete ? 

*Mr. CURZON : It appears, from the 
official reports which have been received 
from Crete, that large numbers of the 
Mussulman inhabitants in the district of 
Candia have, in consequence of the 
general state of panic and _ disorder, 
migrated from their villages into the 
town, where their presence has been the 
cause of serious disturbances. There is 
no confirmation of the reported ill-treat- 
ment of the Mussulman fugitives and 
destruction of their property. Both in 
their representations to the Porte, and 
in their instructions to Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Crete, it has throughout been 
the object of Her Majesty’s Government 
to secure equal justice to both sections of 
the population in the island. 

*Si E. ASHMEAD- BARTLETT : 
Have not Her Majesty’s Government 
received reports from their representa- 
tives in Crete that large numbers of the 
Mussulman inhabitants have been driven 
from their homes, and a considerable 
number killed and maltreated ? 

*Mr. CURZON said he had received 
reports in which mention was made of 
injuries to Mussulman inhabitants, but 
these injuries did not seem to have 
occurred to those who had left their 
homes in consequence of the prevailing 
disturbances. {‘ Hear, hear! ”] 


2E 





Trinidad. 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
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Mr. J. OKELLY (Roscommon, N.): 
I beg to ask the Under Secretary of} Mr. J. W. MACLURE (Lancashire, 
State for Foreign Affairs whether, in | Stretford) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
view of the massacres committed in Crete, | af tate for India wil be cups ony 


“ ; jr .’ | the small extra pensions, for which Chief 
the Government will consider the desir- Engineers and Superintending Engineers 


ability of recognising the Christian in-| jn the Public Works Department have 
surgents as belligerents ? hitherto been eligible, have been with- 
*Mr CURZON: No, Sir, Her Majesty’s|drawn by the orders of the India 
Government do not propose to take any | Office ; whether any Dispatch ordering 
sil delions _a curtailment of the privileges of officers 
— P- of long service can have a retrospective 
|effect, or can take effect before such 
| Dispatch is publicly gazetted ; and, if all 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL 
(ARGYLL). | 

Mr. D. N. NICOL (Argyll) : I beg to | 
ask the Lord Advocate, as representing | 
the Secretary for Scotland whether he is | 
aware that the Mid Argyll District Com- | 
mittee of the County Council of Argyll, | 
in resolving to provide an infectious 
diseases hospital for the landward part 
of the district, selected, with the approval 
of the Local Government Board, a site 
adjoining to and only accessible through 
the Burgh of Lochgilphead and in the 
centre of a population exceeding 2,300 ; 
and whether, as four equally suitable and 


more favourably isolated sites were also 
obtainable in the vicinity of the burgh, 
he will meet the wishes of the ratepayers | 


and institute an independent Inquiry, in | 


order if possible to have the hospital | 
(still unbuilt) erected on a site further 
away from the centre of population ? | 


*Toe LORD ADVOCATE: I am) 
informed that several sites had been | 
selected by the Mid Argyll District Com- 
mittee. Sir Henry Littlejohn, Medical 
Officer to the Local Government Board, 
visited the locality, heard parties on the 
spot, and, after careful personal inspec- 
tion, recommended the site which is now 
the subject of complaint. The matter 
was subsequently brought before the 
Secretary for Scotland, who, after full re- 
consideration, saw no sufficient reason to 
dissent from the view expressed by the | 
Medical Officer ; under these circumstances 
heregretsthat he is unable to comply with 
the suggestion of my hon. Friend to in- 
stitute further inquiry. The site, I am in- | 





the Correspondence on this subject can 
be laid upon the Table of the House ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : The 
exceptional pensions, which were sanc- 
tioned in 1883, are not to be granted in 
the Public Works Department in future, 
because the special circumstances which 
were then held to justify them no 
longer exist. The Dispatch does not 
affect any officers who were already in the 
Serviee at the time when it was written ; 
and the case of those who may have 
entered since that date, but before its 
publication, has been provided for. The 
correspondence relating to the discon- 
tinuance of further grants of these 
pensions is contained in the Return 
recently laid on the Table. 


SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC (GLOUCESTER). 

Mr. C. J. MONK (Gloucester): I 
beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he can give 
from official sources reassuring reports 
respecting the present state of health in 
Gloucester so far as the smallpox 
epidemic is concerned ? 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: In Glou- 


| cester, during the 30 completed weeks of 


1896, January 4th to July 25th, small- 
pox cases were notified every week, 
the total number of cases notified being 
2,008. I am glad to say that during 
the two complete weeks ending respec- 
tively August Ist and August 8th no 
smallpox cases have been certified. 


TRINIDAD. 


formed, is an isolated one, and was} Sir EDWARD GOURLEY: I beg 
selected not only for its special advantages | beg to ask the Under Sccretary of State 
asa hospital site, but also with reference | for Foreign Affairs whether the island 
tothe requirements of the burghand land- | of Trinidad has been handed over to the 


ward districts. | Brazilian Government ; if so, is this in 


| 
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consequence of the island having been 
wrongly taken possession of by Great 
Britain, or because unfit for habitation, 
and also for the purposes of the Tele- 
graph Company, to which the Govern- 
ment conceded the right of laying a cable 
en route for South America ? | 

Mr. CURZON: Her Majesty’s| 
Government having accepted the good 
offices of the Portuguese Government, 
which were voluntarily tendered to 
them, and the latter having stated that | 
in their opinion the island of Trinidad | 
had been transferred to Brazil by | 
Portugal in 1825, Her Majesty’s| 
Government have expressed their willing- 
ness to defer to this opinion, and have 
in consequence withdrawn their claim to | 
the possession of the island. 


European Troops 





) 
| 


SOLWAY SALMON FISHERY. 

Sir HERBERT MAXWELL: I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade, when the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Solway Salmon Fishings 
will be presented ? 

THE PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Ritcuir, Croydon) : 
The Report was presented on the 6th 





instant, but has not yet been circulated. | 
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the cities of Paris and Berlin letters are 
conveyed by pneumatic tube, and that 
that method is also extensively used for 
the dispatch of telegrams in London, the 
Postmaster General will institute a de- 
partmental Inquiry as to the desirability 
of either again using the existing pneu- 
matic tube, or converting it for an 
electric railway and connecting it with 
St. Pancras and King’s Cross ? 

Mr. HANBURY: A Question on this 
subject was answered on the 19th of 
March last. A pneumatic tube belong- 
ing to a private company was used more 
than 20 years ago for the conveyance of 
mail bags between the General Post 
Office and Euston Station. Its use was 
experimental only, and the experiment 
was nota success. The time of trans- 
mission by tube was 17 minutes; by 
mail van it is only 19 minutes. It is 
believed that portions of the tube have 
been removed, and the communication 
with the General Post Office has long 
been cut off. 


EUROPEAN TROOPS IN INDIA. 
*Sirr HENRY HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
(Durham, 8.E.): I beg to ask the 


|Secretary of State for India whether 


| his attention has been called to the state 

| of the British Army in India, as reported 

TRANSMISSION OF MAILS | by The Times correspondent at Calcutta, 
(PNEUMATIC TUBE). ‘in their issue of the 11th inst., wherein 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork) : I) it is stated that nearly 4,000 men are 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, | in hospital from preventible contagious 
as representing the Postmaster General, | diseases, and that the state of the Army 
whether a pneumatic tube exists between | is getting worse day by day; whether 


the General Post Office and Euston 
Station which was formerly used for 
conveying the mails, and is it still 
capable of being used for this purpose, 
or for the purpose of an electric railway, 
to convey the mails between the points 
mentioned ; what the time occupied in 
this method of conveyance would be, 
and what time is necessary by the exist- 
ing means of conveyance, and would it 
be possible at small expense to connect 
the existing tube with the St. Pancras | 





the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment is to be seriously drawn to this 
matter during the coming Recess; and, 
whether he is now prepared ‘to state to 
the House that during the coming 
Recess, in conjunction with Lord Lans- 
downe and the Governor General of 
India, steps will be taken for an Inquiry, 
either by Royal Commission or by Select 
Committee of this House, with a view 
to taking measures that may, once for 
all, as regards this painful matter, place 


and King’s Cross Stations ; what is the| the British Army in India in that state 
last hour for posting at London post of efficiency in which the people of this 
offices for the night mail from Euston,| country and of India desire to see it, 
St. Pancras, and King’s Cross, and whe-| and to bring about which they pay some 
ther dispatch of letters by the tube in| 25 millions of money every year? 

question would enable an additional) *Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: I 
half-hour for posting letters to be given ;| have seen the statement in 7’he Times to 
and, whether, in view of the fact that in| which my hon. Friend refers. As stated 


2E2 
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by the right hon Gentleman the First Lord 
of the Treasury on Friday last, in reply to 
Questions by the hon. Members for south- 
east Essex and Hoxton, Her Majesty’s 
Government will consider the propriety 
of some Inquiry to decide whether the 
alleged increase of disease is correct. 
Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) asked the Secretary of State 
for India whether his attention had been 
called to the various memoranda of the 
Army Sanitary Commission, and to the 
following conclusions which they state :— 


“The facts, so far as we can ascertain them, 
lead us to the conclusion that a compulsory 
lock hospital system in India has proved a 
failure, and that its reinstitution cannot, conse- 
quently, be advocated on sanitary grounds. We 
believe that the best practicable means of 
diminishing the prevalence of these diseases is 
to be found in establishing a system of voluntary 
lock hospitals, and in providing the soldier, as 
far as possible, with healthy occupation and 
recreation ;” 


and whether any steps had been recently 
taken to bring these views before the 
cantonment authorities, or to carry them 
into effect ? 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: I am 
aware of the opinions recorded by the 
Army Sanitary Commission on this sub- 
ject ; but what I want to ascertain is, 
not the opinion of individuals, even when 
acting officially, but the facts relating to 
the health of the Army. 

*Sir HENRY HAVELOCK- 
ALLAN: May I ask whether Her 
Majesty’s Government propose to insti- 
tute an Inquiry by Royal Commission or 
a Select Committee of this House ? 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: I 
should not like to commit myself to the 
exact form which the Inquiry will take ; 
what I think is an Inquiry by a small 
number of impartial persons would be 
best. [‘ Hear, hear!” 

Mr M. M. BHOWNAGGREE 
(Bethnal Green, N.E.) asked whether 
the Inquiry would be here or in India? 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: The 
Inquiry will take place here. 


WORCESTERSHIRE VOLUNTEER 
ENCAMPMENT. 

Coroner LONG (Worcestershire, 
Evesham): On behalf of the hon. Mem- 
ber for Kidderminster (Mr. A. F.Gopson), 
I beg to ask the Under Secretary of State 


Lord George Hamilton. 


{COMMONS} 
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for War why the lst Volunteer Battalion 
Worcestershire Regiment was not allowed 
to go into camp at Bournemouth, when 
the Worcestershire Militia was allowed 
to go to Aldershot amongst a large body of 
regular troops, and the Worcestershire 
Volunteer Artillery to Towyn; and 
why, when permission was given for the 
Ist Volunteer Battalion to go into 
camp at Bournemouth, when smallpox 
was raging at Gloucester, it should be 
withdrawn when it had practically died 
out there ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: The Ist Volunteer 
Battalion of the Worcestershire Regi- 
ment formed part of a Volunteer Brigade 
which the General Officer commanding 
the north-western district intended to 
send to Bournemouth. The order for 
this whole brigade camp was cancelled 
because smallpox had broken out in 
districts occupied by some of the corps 
which would compose it. The General 
Officer then proposed a regimental camp 
at Malvern for this Volunteer battalion, 
which was approved. 


(Land Compensation ). 


CYCLISTS (HYDE PARK). 

Mr. WOOTTON ISAACSON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
First Commissioner of Works whether 
he has come to any decision as to 
granting further facilities for cyclists in 
Hyde Park; and whether he will con- 
sider the advisability, before the conclu- 
sion of the Session, of making an ex- 
clusive track for cyclists during the 
autumn 4 

Tue FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. Axkers-Dovuctas, Kent, 
St. Augustine’s): I have carefully con- 
sidered the matter, and regret I do not 
see my way to carry out the suggestions 
contained in my hon. Friend’s Question. 


CURRAGH CAMP 
(LAND COMPENSATION). 

Mr. CAREW: I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary for War whether, in conse 
quence of the great dissatisfaction which 
exists with Mr. Murphy’s draft award 
on the claims of several of the parties 
for compensation in respect of the 
appropriation by the War Department 
of the road through Donnelly’s Hollow, 
Curragh Camp, he will give the parties 
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Supply. 


aggrieved an opportunity of having their 
objections heard before this award is 
made final ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: The arbitrator 
has fixed Friday the 4th September as 
the day for hearing objections to his 
award, and any persons who think 
themselves aggrieved can then submit 
their cases. 


SEIZURES BY ITALIAN CRUISERS IN 
THE RED SEA. 

Mr. O’7KELLY: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether a British ship carrying 
munition of war to the port of Zeila, 
and passing through the Red Sea, is 
subject to capture by Italian cruisers ? 

Mr. CURZON : If the hon. Member 
is alluding to the capture of the Doelwyk 
in the Red Sea by an Italian cruiser, I 
have to inform him that the Doelwyk is 
not a British vessel, and was not carry- 
ing munitions of war to Zeila. If, how- 
ever, he is raising a hypothetical case, it 
is one to which I cannot, at such short 
notice, reply. It would depend largely 
upon the final destination to which the 
cargo was consigned. 


IRISH MAILS. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY: I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster General, 
whether the Postmaster General has yet 
come to a conclusion as regards an im- 
proved method of transhipping the mails 
at Kingstown and Holyhead ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The question is 
occupying attention, but no decision has 
yet been arrived at upon it. 


TELEGRAMS (PREPAID FORMS). 

Mr. RAWSON SHAW (Halifax) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, whether he is aware that the 
telegraph authorities decline to give 
more than one prepaid reply telegram 
form when payment has been made for 
two answers to be sent on the day of 
payment ; and, whether this is in strict 
accordance with telegraph regulations. 

Mr. HANBURY: Yes, I think it 
is in accordance with the regulations. 
But, if the hon. Member has reason to 


{13 Avucusr 1896} 





Supply. - 750 


believe that it causes inconvenience to 
the public, the Postmaster will be glad 
to hear from him. 


LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL 
(MEMORIAL). 

Mr. ELLIOTT LEES (Birkenhead) : 
I beg to ask the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury whether, seeing that all other 
Statesmen except Lord Randolph 
Churchill, who have led the House of 
Commons and who have died within 
recent years, have been commemorated 
by some memorial within the Palace of 
Westminster or its immediate neighbour- 
hood, the Government are prepared to 
find a site for some memorial to the late 
Lord Randolph Churchill ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Man- 
chester, E.): In answer to my hon. 
Friend I have to say that there will be 
no difficulty as regards a site, and if my 
right hon. Friend the First Com- 
missioner of Works is approached by a 
responsible Committee he will consider 
favourably any representation made to 
him. 


DISTRESS FROM WANT OF EMPLOY- 
MENT (SELECT COMMITTEE). 

Mr. BHOWNAGGREE: I beg to 
ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the Report of the Select Committee on 
Distress from Want of Employment ; 
and if he can promise any legislation 
next Session based on the recommenda- 
tion contained in it ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said the Report of the Select 
Committee on Distress from Want of 
Employment had been called to the 
notice of the Government and would 
receive very careful consideration. He 
was unwilling to pledge himself, before 
such consideration was given, to any- 
thing in the nature of legislative action 
next Session, but his hon. Friend might 
rest assured that the matter would not 
be lost sight of. 


SUPPLY. 
Mr. J. M. WHITE (Forfarshire) : I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether he will consider the advisability, 
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in making arrangements for next! 
Session, of arranging at least two 
Fridays for Scotch Supply, and of 
devoting the weeks in which these 
Fridays occur to Scotch business and to 
Irish business respectively, giving 
several weeks’ notice of the dates, 
arranged and adhering to these dates 
unless in cases of emergency 4 

THe FIRST LORD or rue TREA- 
SURYsaid he believed Scotland had two 
days devoted to its Supply this year, and 
Ireland had, he thought, four days. He 
had endeavoured so to arrange the days 
as to meet the convenience of Members 
coming from those two parts of the 
United Kingdom respectively. He 
presumed any Leader of the House 
would always take the same steps, but 
he did not think it proper to give 
specific pledges in regard to the course 
to be followed next Session. 


Treason-Felony 


CHARITY COMMISSION. 


Mr. HARRY POLLOCK (Lincoln, 
Spalding): I beg to ask the First Lord 
of the Treasury whether it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to fill up the 


vacancy on the Charity Commission 
created by the appointment of Mr. D. 
C. Richmond to the post of Assistant 
Controller and Auditor General in the 
Exchequer and Audit Department ; and 
whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to introduce next Session a 
Measure dealing with the constitution 
of the Charity Commission, with a view 
to placing the work of the Commission 
more directly under the control of Parlia- 
ment ! 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said it was not proposed to fill 
up the vacant place. Mr. Richmond 
was a temporary Commissioner, and it 
was not necessary that a new temporary 
Charity Commissioner should be ap- 
pointed. He could not give any pledge 
in regard to legislation on the subject. 


STRIKE 
(MESSRS. THORNYCROFT’S WORKS). 
Mr. WOOTTON ISAACSON : I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the recent strike at Messrs. Thorny- 
croft’s works at Chiswick ; whether he is 


Mr. J. M. White. 
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aware that it has proved most disastrous 
to that firm, coming at a time when they 
were exceptionally busy on contracts ; 
that, in consequence also of the delay 
in the construction of torpedo _boat- 
destroyers, they lost orders for the refitting 
of vessels with their water tube boilers ; 
and that recently, when the Swedish 
Government required a torpedo boat- 
destroyer, they rejected the tenders of 
six English firms in favour of one froma 
German firm, in consequence of the 
absence from the latter of the strike 
clause, embodied in the others ; and, 
whether Her Majesty’s Government will 
take these facts seriously into considera- 
tion, with a view to inserting a clause in 
the Conciliation Bill or the Arbitration 
Bill by which workmen will not leave 
their work pending the consideration and 
decision of the matters in dispute ? 

Mr. RITCHIE: I am aware that a 
dispute has recently taken place at 
Messrs. Thornycroft’s works between two 
classes of workmen. I am glad to learn, 
however, that not only has the dispute 
been now amicably settled by the arbitra- 
tion of Sir Benjamin Baker, but the two 
trade societies concerned arenow negotiat- 
ing witha view to arrive at a permanent 
arrangement to obviate all such disputes 
in future. As the hon. Member is doubt- 
less aware, the Conciliation Bill of this 
Session has already received the Royal 
Assent, and such a clause as he suggests 
cannot, therefore, be inserted in it. 


TREASON-FELONY PRISONERS 
(RELEASE). 


In answer to Mr. Carew, 


Sim MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY 
said: My attention was called by the 
medical officers of the Prison Department 
to the health of certain of the treason- 
felony prisoners at Portland. I accord- 
ingly directed a special medical inquiry 
by Doctors Buzzard and Maudsley. 
Upon their report I have felt it my duty, 
as I should in all similar cases, to advise 
the release on licence, on grounds of ill- 
health, of four of the prisoners—viz., 
Daly, Devany, Gallagher, and Whitehead 
—and they will accordingly be released 
so soon as the doctors in each case advise, 
and arrangements are made with their 
friends. 
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LOCAL TAXATION (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Mr. RADCLIFFE COOKE (Here- 
ford) asked the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Local Government Board whether 
he could now give the House the names 
of the Commission appointed to consider 
the subject of local taxation 4 

Tug SECRETARY to tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
RussE.LL, Tyrone, 8.): The Queen has 
approved the following list of names to 
constitute a Royal Commission to inquire 
into the present system under which 
taxation is raised for local purposes, and 
report whether all kinds of real and 
personal property contribute equitably 
to such taxation, and, if not, what altera- 
tions in the law are desirable in order to 
secure that result :— 


Lord Balfour (Chairman), 

Lord Emlyn, 

Sir John Hibbert, 

Mr. J. B. Balfour, M.P., 

Mr. C. B. Stuart-Wortley, M.P., 

Mr. J. L. Wharton, M.P., 

Mr. Arthur O’Connor, M.P., 

Mr. J. Stuart, M.P., 

Mr. C. A. Cripps, M.P., 

Sir Alfred Milner, K.C.B. (Inland 
Revenue), 

Sir Edward Hamilton (Treasury), 

Mr. C. N. Dalton (Local Government 
Board), 

Mr. T. H. Elliott (Board of Agricul- 
ture), 

Mr. E. O. Smith 
Birmingham), and 

Mr. H. E. Clare 
Liverpool). 


(Town Clerk of 


(Town Clerk of 


REFORM LEADERS (JOHANNESBURG). 


*Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, in view of the fact that the 
“Reform ” leaders in Johannesburg still 
in prison were undoubtedly under the 
impression, rightly or wrongly, that a 
promise of protection was given by Her 
Majesty’s representative, whether the 
right hon. Gentleman could see his way 
now to making some representation in 
their favour to the Boer Government ? 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: That is 
only part of the Question. 
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*Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
I am willing to address the whole of my 
Question to the right hon. Gentleman if 
he wishes it. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : I think 
he had better. 

*Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
I was not aware that he was so anxious 
for the whole of it. The rest of the 
Question was whether, in reply to the 
representations of the High Commis- 
sioner urging the immediate laying 
down of their arms, the Reform leaders 
used this expression :—“ The people of 
Johannesburg place themselves and their 
interests unreservedly in the hands of 
the High Commissioner, in the fullest 
confidence that he will see justice done 
to them.” 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : In reply 
to the first part of the hon. Member’s 
Question, I have to refer him to what I 
have already said—that if the two gen- 
tlemen still in prison will petition the 
Government of the South African 
Republic, as their fellow-prisoners did, I 
shall be glad to support their petition by 
my friendly offices. As regards the 
second part of the Question, I desired 
that he should put it, because I thought 
he was under a misapprehension, and 
now he has put it in a different form 
from that in which it was sent to me. 

*Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
No. 

Mr J. CHAMBERLAIN: Yes; I 
have his letter. What the hon. Gentle- 
man asked me by letter was “ whether 
the Reform leaders when they laid down 
their arms, did not say that they ‘ placed 
themselves in the hands of the High 
Commissioner, in the fullest confidence 
that he would see justice done to them.’ ” 

*Sirr E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
Exactly what I have said. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : No; the 
hon. Member really does not know what 
he did say. [Laughter. | 
*Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
I beg pardon. These were the identical 
words. [“Order!”] I must claim my 
right to explain. The words which I 
sent to the right hon. Gentleman were 
taken from a document which I hold in 
my hand, and are exactly the same as 
those which I read to the House. I 
challenge the right hon. Gentleman to 


| disprove that. 
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Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN : I accept 
the challenge. ‘The words which he has 
just put into his question are “ whether 
the Reform leaders did not say that the 
people of Johannesburg place themselves,” 
etc. There is a very important distine- 
tion. | What my hon. Friend asked me 
by letter was “whether the Reform 
leaders did not say,” etc , the implication 
being that they were making a condition 
that they should not be put upon their 
trial. 

*Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
The Reform leaders were people of 
Johannesburg. ‘ 

Mr.J.CHAMBERLAIN: Asa matter 
of fact, early on the 7th of January the 
secretary of the Reform Committee sent 
a telegram to the High Commissioner, 
the last sentence of which was in the 
following words :—‘“ The people of 
Johannesburg place themselves and their 
interests unreservedly in the hands of 
your Excellency in the fullest confidence 
that you will see justice done to them,” 
and that has reference to the reforms for 
which the people of Johannesburg were 
agitating. At 4 o’clock in the after- 
noon of the same day, the same secretary 
telegraphed to the High Commissioner, 
“We have surrendered our arms uncon- 
ditionally.” 


KUMASI. 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs) asked whether the right hon. 
Gentleman had any information con- 
firming or denying the alarming telegram 
with reference to an anti-British move- 
ment in Kumasi. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: I have not 
seen the telegram, and I have no infor- 
mation to that effect. 

Mr. DALZIEL: I will ask a question 
to-morrow. 


BUSINESS IN THE HOUSE. 
*Sir C. DILKE asked as to the hour 
of meeting for the House to-morrow. 
Tue FIRST LORD or rue TREA- 
SURY thought it was just possible that 
by meeting at an earlier hour to-morrow 
they might be able to conclude their pro- 
ceedings altogether to-morrow. If any 
advantage of that kind could be gained 
he was sure that the House would not 
cbject to his giving notice of the fact late 
that night. He would make inquiries. 


{COMMONS} 
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CITY AND SOUTH LONDON RAILWAY 
BILL. 


Message from the Lords as to the 
Amendments to this Bill considered. 


*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS (Mr. J. W. LowrHer, Cumber- 
land, Penrith) said that the Lords had 
struck out a clause which had been in- 
serted in that House the object of which 
was to preserve the church of St. Mary 
Woolnoth. Their Lordships had also 
inserted a clause providing for the 
destination of the money to be 
paid as compensation by the railway 
company to the churchwardens. The 
message from the Lords stated that 
they did not insist now on striking out 
Clause 7—that was to say, they accepted 
the Amendment of the Commons that 
the clause preserving the church should 
remain. Their Lordships, however, did 
insist on the clause which they inserted 
making proper provision for the disposal 
of the money to be paid by the railway 
company to the vicar and churchwardens. 
Formerly he had grave doubts on_ this 
point, but he thought that the Lords had 
now shown that this clause really did 
not depend on the other. It was ad- 
mitted that some alterations had to be 
made in the church; a portion of the 
graveyard had to be taken; and it was 
desirable that the money should be dealt 
with in proper form. He moved that 
the House do not insist on disagreement 
with the Amendment made by the Lords, 


Motion agreed to. 


SHIPPING FEDERATION BILL. 

Order [18th February 1896] that the 
Shipping Federation Bill be referred to 
the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, read, and discharged :—Bill with- 
drawn.—(Dr. Farquharson.) 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

KINGDOM). 

Return [presented 12th August] to be 
printed.—[No. 369.] 


(UNITED 


METROPOLITAN WATER COMPANIES. 


Return [presented 12th August] to be 
printed.—| No. 370.] 





757 East India 


WORKHOUSES, ETC. 


presented 12th August] to be 
No. 371.] 


Return 
printed.— 


RAILWAY SERVANTS (HOURS OF 
LABOUR). 
Copy presented,—of Report by the 
Board of Trade of their proceedings 
under the Railway Regulation Act 


during the year ended 27th July 1896 
[by Act] ; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—[ No. 372.] 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURKS. 
Copy presented,—of Report by the 
Board of Trade on their proceedings and 
business under the Weights and Measures 
Acts, 1878 and 1889 [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed.— 


[No. 373.] 


BUILDINGS, ARCHITECTURAL 
HISTORIC, MAINTAINED BY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WOODS 
FORESTS. 


Return presented,—relative thereto 


[ordered 11th August ; Lord Balcarres] ; | 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. | 


—(No. 374.] 


STANDING ORDERS. 


Ordered, That the Standing Orders of | 


this House, as amended, be printed.— 
(Chairman of Ways and Means.)—{No. 
375. ] 


PUBLIC LOCAL RATES AND NET 
EXPENDITURE ON RELIEF OF THE 
POOR, ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
AND POLICE, BORNE BY SUCH 
RATES. 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
[Address 13th August; Mr. 7. W. 
Russell] ; to-lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—[No. 376.] 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


EAST INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS 


(INDIAN BUDGET). 
Order for Committee thereupon read. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
Chair.” 


*THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
INDIA (Lorp Gerorce Hamixron, 
Middlesex, Ealing): I think it will be 
| for the general convenience of the House 
if I make my statement relating to the 
finances of India before you, Sir, leave 
the Chair. In taking this course I am 
following several precedents which oc- 
curred in former years, when the Secre- 
tary of State found himself in a position 
similar to that which I occupy. On the 
notice Paper there are three Amend- 
ments which, though all relating to 
matters of importance, are purely aca- 
demic in character, and as the House has 
met for the purpose of discussing Indian 
finance I think it will be more conveni- 
ent to devote ourselves to that purpose 
|than to wait for the Motions on the 
|Paper. When last year I had the 
honour of making a Statement on be- 
half of the Indian Government, I 
'was able to lay before the House a 
‘Statement which I think was in most 
respects more satisfactory than up 
to that time had been thought to be 
possible. I accompanied that State- 
‘ment with an indication that, in my 
private opinion, signs were not wanting 
to show that during the ensuing months 
there would be a further improvement in 
Indian finance. I am glad that antici- 
pation has been more than realised, and 
the figures and Statement I am about to 
_make would be eminently satisfactory if 
they could only be detached from the 
unfortunate consequences of erratic ex- 
change; but, unfortunately, right through 
this statement every year the fluctuations 
of exchange value have left their mark 
on the finance of the year. I wish to 
impress this fact on the House. They 
must discount the favourable character of 
| the figures which I lay before them in 
_ the knowledge that a large proportion of 
the figures are based on a valuation 
} 
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which is necessarily shifting. There is a 
technical matter to dispose of before I 
enter into a detailed examination of the 
accounts. The form of the account 
adopted in the explanatory memorandum 
laid on the Table of the House is based 
on the accounts which my predecessor 
prepared in the belief that a return of 
net income and net expenditure could 
be made to give a clearer idea of the 
actual financial position than can be 
gathered from the old gross returns, 
which under statute have to be laid 
on the Table of the House. The tables 
in the explanatory memorandum are pre- 
pared on that basis, but it will be seen 
that for the most part they are divided 
between Imperial and provincial trans. 
actions. In order to stimulate an interest 
in the development of income the Provin- 
cial Governments are allowed to share in 
the revenue in certain proportions, vary- 
ing according to the particular head, and 
they have to meet therefrom the expendi- 
ture under specified heads in certain pro- 
portions. If their revenue exceeds their 


expenditure, they are allowed to add the 
surplus to their balances, which are 
available for expenditure in subsequent 


years. On the other hand, if their revenue 
falls short of their expenditure, they 
must make the deficiency good out of 
their balances. Thus, the provincial re- 
ceipts and charges exactly balance one 
another, and, while it may be of interest 
under any particular head to examine 
the total receipt or charge, the improve- 
ment or deterioration of the surplus and 
of the general financial position depends 
alone on the extent to which the Im- 
perial Accounts are affected. The first 
year I have to deal with is the closing of 
the accounts of the year 1894-5. Sir 
James Westland originally estimated 
for a deficiency of Rx.301,900, but I am 
glad to say that the accounts show a 
surplus of Rx.693,110. But it is satis- 
factory to note that the real improvement 
is considerably greater. In the course of 
this year a material addition was made 
to the charges by bringing up the 
Famine Insurance Grant to a higher 
point than that at which it originally 
stood. Those conversant with Indian 
finance know that it was established by 
Sir John Strachey in 1881, and it 
amounted to a sum of Rx.1,500,000 
annually to be put on one side out of 
revenue for the purposes of famine, and 


Secretary of State for India. 
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he fixed upon the figure of Rx.1,500,000 
in the following manner. He took the 
total expenditure upon famine during 
the past ten years and divided it by ten. 
Iam glad to say that from that time 
until now we have not had a single 
serious famine to deal with in India, and 
the Government came to the conclusion 
that, looking to the fact that the danger 
from famine had largely diminished, they 
might fix the Famine Insurance Grant at 
Rx.1,000,000. This grant under financial 
exigency has been largely reduced, and 
the amount originally taken in the esti- 
mates of this year was only Rx.445,000. 
The difference of Rx.555,000 has to be 
added to the surplus, and, taking these 
two together, the total surplus as against 
deficiency is Rx.1,248,110. There has 
been apparently a remarkable improve- 
ment in reveuue of Rx.2,823,096 on the 
original estimate. But an examination 
of the figures shows that they are not so 
satisfactory. HRx.1,569,000 is due to an 
improvement in opium. The other item 
which has contributed to the increase of 
revenue was Rx.941,000 in Customs, 
mainly due to the taxation which had 
been imposed at the beginning of the 
year. The increase of expenditure was 
Rx.1,828,000, but the whole of this 
is more than accounted for by the loss 
on exchange—namely, Rx. 2,121,468. 
If in this increased expenditure is in- 
cluded the additional sum added for the 
Famine Insurance Grant, we find that 
the Government of India have accom- 
plished the remarkable feat of keeping 
within their original estimate by 
Rx.848,000. It is often said in certain 
quarters that an improved system of 
control by Parliament over Indian 
finance could be introduced. I hold the 
contrary view, believing that the finan- 
cial control exercised over expenditure 
in India as it now is, is more efficacious 
than any control that could be exercised 
in this country would be. I do not 
remember any occasion here when the 
Treasury have been able to save 
£800,000 on their original estimates. 
The rupee for 1894-5 was taken in the 
estimate at 14d. and it realised 13:1d. 
and this involved a charge of 212 lakhs 
in addition to the sum originally pro- 
vided. The total charge amounted to 
Rx. 14,615,300, or more than 24 per cent. 
of the total net expenditure of the Indian 
Government. The next year 1895-6 is 
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a very remarkable financial year, and I 
hope marks the commencement of a new 
financial era. The Indian Government 
budgeted originally for a surplus of 
Rx. 46,200, but they only obtained this 
surplus by much scraping and paring. 
They cut down the grants originally 
made for the local governments by 
Rx.405,000, and they only placed 
Rx.470,000 to the credit of the Famine 
Insurance Grant. Since that Estimate 
was made much has happened. There 
has been the successful expedition to 
Chitral, which entailed an unexpected 
charge of 164 lakhs upon the revenues of 
India. Then the Government have 
increased their Famine Insurance Grant 
by 53 lakhs of rupees ; they have revised 
the Indian Cotton Duties, which entailed 
aloss of about 28 lakhs of rupees, and 
they have repaid to provincial govern- 
ments 40 lakhs of rupees. They there- 
fore have had to meet an additional 
expenditure of Rx.2,850,000, and yet, 
I am glad to say, the revised Estimates 
showed a surplus of Rx.905,200, and 
the gross accounts show an even better 
surplus—namely, Rx. 1,604,000. Let 


us examine this remarkable improvement 


in the financial condition of the Indian 
Government, because it is desirable to 
see how far that improvement is due to 
permanent and reliable causes, and how 
far it is due to incidents which are 
ephemeral and accidental. The revenue 
shows an increase of Rx.1,405,300, but 
again opium absorbs a great amount of 
that increase—namely Rx.874,000. 
The remaining Rx.531,000 is due to a 
general advance under most heads of 
revenue. Against that must be put the 
amount of the Cotton Duties, by the re- 
mission of which the Government will lose 
in an ordinary year Rx.495,000. When 
we examine these figures we see that 
there is a very small margin of revenue 
upon which the Government can rely 
to provide for any fiscal reform or 
increased expenditure. I am glad to 
say that in 1895-6 the Indian Gov- 
ernment have again shown signs of a 
remarkable frugality and control. The 
total increase of expenditure at the 
close of the year, including all these large 
sums which I have mentioned, is only 
Rx.500,000, or 50 lakhs, as against 
charges incurred of 285 lakhs, showing 
an improvement of 235 lakhs. This is 
due to two causes. The exchange, esti- 
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mated at 13:09, realised 13°68, so 
that there was an improvement of 
Rx. 1,665, 600, and thissavingin exchange 
almost exactly balanced the cost of the 
Chitral expedition. There was also a 
saving of Rx.624,100 on the ordinary 
expenditure of the Army, and there was 
a further saving in other branches of 
expenditure amounting to Rx.60,300. 
These two figures taken together account 
largely for the remarkable improvement 
in the financial position, to which I have 
called attention. Thus we see in one 
year a loss in exchange very largely 
diminished by a saving in expenditure, 
and in the next year we see a gain in 
exchange greatly enhanced by further 
savings so as to cover very large unex- 
pected disbursements. Here I must 
interpose a few observations upon the 
subject, of Cotton Duties. When those 
duties were imposed, my predecessor in 
oftice imposed them on a certain condi- 
tion— namely, that the duties were in 
no sense to be protective, and he under- 
took, should there be any vestige of pro- 
tection about them, to take steps for 
their removal. When I succeeded the 
right hon. Gentleman I had to look into 
the matter, and it appeared to me that 
there was an infringement of the con- 
dition. It became clear that we must 
either tax all imported cotton on yarn 
value or tax all cloth in India on its full 
value. We arrived at the conclusion 
that it would be most inadvisable to 
draw a hard-and-fast line in respect of 
various qualities of goods and yarns and 
to say, on the one side there shall be a 
duty and on the other side there shall be 
no duty. The House can hardly realise 
the extraordinary ingenuity which manu- 
facturers show in keeping within a line 
of exemption. A deputation on this 
subject produced certain figures which 
are so extraordinary that I should like 
to call attention to them. The passage 
to which I refer is found on page 199 of 
the Blue-book on the Cotton Duties :— 
“Tn the six months of 1878, when the first 
change was made admitting some classes of 
goods duty free, our exports to India were 
9,000,000 yards of duty-free goods, and 
358,000,000 yards of goods paying duty. The 
following year, although the larger measure 
was only introduced in March, in the six 
months following March the duty-free goods 
were 99,000,000 yards, and the duty-payable 
goods 323,000,000 yards, and in the corre- 


sponding six months of 1880 the duty-free 
goods were 360,000,000 yards; those on which 
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the duty was paid were 164,000,000 yards, and 
the revenue from Cotton Duties, which was 
£200,000 in 1878, was reduced to £81,000.” 
The arrangements that I have made have 
been attacked somewhat unfairly in 
certain quarters. My desire was to put 
the industries dealt with on a footing 
of perfect equality, and I claim that 
we have succeeded in doing that. 
Now I come to the Budget of 1896-7 ; 
but before I deal with the figures I 
should mention that there are two deci- 
sions which have been arrived at by the 
Indian Government which have absorbed 
a considerable sum in addition to the 
ordinary expenditure, as compared with 
the expenditure of the preceding year. 
‘The Famine Insurance Grant we deter- 
mined to raise to Rx.1,000,000, and 
that entailed on the revenue of this year 
an extra charge of Rx.473,000 over and 
above the Budget Estimate of the pre- 
ceding year. But we further came to an 
important decision with reference to the 
Army. Those who have read the Debate 
on the Indian Financial Statement in 
the Legislative Chamber of Calcutta will 
find there a most interesting and valuable 
speech by General Sir Henry Bracken- 
bury as to the efficiency of the Indian 
Army ; and especial importance, I think, 
attaches to that statement, as he is pro- 
babiy of all living authorities, the best 
acquainted with the conditions of foreign 
service. He has made that a special 
object of study, and was for many years 
the efficient and capable head of the 
Intelligence Branch of the War Office. 
a Hear, hear!’’] He gives in the 
ighest terms his opinion of the efficiency 


of the native Army—{cheers|—and gives 
a number of details showing the extra- 
ordinary improvement that has been 
made in recent years in organisation and 


powers of mobilisation. He also calls 
attention to the great economy in ad- 
ministration. But Sir Henry Bracken- 
bury’s speech reveals, at the same time, 
certain defects as regards power of 
mobilisation, and for some time past the 
Indian Government have pressed on us 
the desirability of allowing them to add 
largely to the reserve, and especially in 
connection with camels. Camels are 
very delicate animals and require special 
handling, and it has been found that 
when a large number of them are bought 
a very large proportion of them die in 
consequence of those attending them not 
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being acquainted with their habits, 
Therefore, we have provided for a reserve 
depét for camels. We have also allowed 
for a reserve of 1,000 horses to be 
established in addition to those already 
in reserve. This will greatly increase 
the mobilising power of the Indian Goy- 
ernment ; but I will say at once that 
the India Council would not have 
agreed to this expenditure if it had 
not been of opinion that the native 
Army was fit to go anywhere and to 
meet any troops in the world. [Cheers.] 
In respect of these two matters, then, 
we start with a debit of Rx.968,700. 
Exchange is taken at 13°75d., as against 
131d. for the preceding year, and that 
gives a reduction in the charge on that - 
account of Rx.1,665,000. There are 
various other improvements and _ fallings 
off in the revenue, but after taking them 
into consideration we get a total im- 
provement of Rx.1,770,200, including 
Rx.46,200,the surplus of the previous year. 
On the other hand, there is an increase in 
expenditure amounting to Rx.338, 400, 
which is almost entirely due to the very 
low estimate taken on account of the 
railway revenue. For some reason or 
other for the last few mont!:s the returns 
of the railroads have not-been as satis- 
factory as we could wish, and in the cir- 
cumstances we thought we were justified 
in taking a very low estimate. Deduct- 
ing Rx.338,400 increased expenditure 
from the improvement in revenue of 
Rx. 1,770,200, that leaves an improve- 
ment of Rx.1,431,800 and if the special 
expenditure to which I have referred, of 
Rx.968,700, is deducted from _ that 
amount, we get an estimated surplus of 
Rx.463,100 for the present year. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] I think I can con- 
gratulate the House on the fact that for 
the first time since 1891, the Secretary 
of State for India is able to show a sur- 
plus for each year, and that which makes 
those surpluses more satisfactory is the 
fact that they are honest surpluses, and 
the total expenditure in this country for 
the last two years has been defrayed 
without a loan. Whenever loans are 
raised in this country they affect ex- 
change in two ways—namely, by dimi- 
nishing the amount of bills on India, 
and by their being sold at a higher rate. 
From 1888-9 to 1893-4, inclusive, loans 
have been raised in this country in 
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order to meet the liabilities of the Secre-' so imposed constitute a double, financial 
tary of State in this country, but I am difficulty with which India has now 
glad to say that in the three years toto contend. The fall in the value of the 
which I am alluding, we have been rupee of one-tenth of a penny causes a 
meeting the whole of our obligations loss of 22 lakhs ; or, in other words, a 
without having recourse to a loan. | fall in exchange of a penny means a loss 
‘Hear, hear!’’] It is also satisfac-|in the revenue of the year of 220 lakhs 
tory to note how the improvement has|of rupees. The experiment of closing 
progressed. Taking the last four years, |the mints for the purpose of improving 
we started in 1893-4 with a deficit of exchange was an artificial makeshift ; 
Rx 1,546,998. In 1894-5 we had a but, at the same time, it has succeeded 
surplus of Rx.693,000, in 1895-6 a/in doing that which its promoters antici- 
surplus of Rx. 1,604,000, and this year we | pated—namely, it has caused a diverg- 
have, estimated, a surplus of Rx. 463,000. | ence between the exchange value of the 
This improvement in Indian finance has| rupee and the. price of silver ; but, 
greatly improved the borrowing power | although it has done that, still the market 
of the Indian Government, and the| price of silver is the dominant factor in 


credit of the Indian Government to-day 
stands in an unparalleled position. 
Taking the credit of India in England, in 
1889 the Government congratulated 
themselves on being able to raise a 4 per 
cent. loan at just below par. In 1893 
they were able to raise a 34 per cent. 
loan which realised 96°21, and this year 
we made the experiment of raising a 3 
per cent. loan in England, and it was 
covered three times over and taken up at 
103}. Now, Sir, if the statement I have 


made had been made by a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer with regard to this 
country, it would have seemed of so 
satisfactory a character that the general 


verdict would have been that a re- 
mission of taxation was almost certain 
to take place in subsequent years. 
If India were similarly situated to this 
country such might be the case ; but, 
unfortunately, it is not. Therefore, I 
must warn the House against drawing 
any false inferences from what I have 
said. Jadia differs from this country in 
two essential particulars. It is not self- 
contained as to expenditure ; and, 
secondly, the Indian Government, unlike 
the British Government, is not in pos- 
session of any reserve of taxation either 
direct or indirect. The obligations in 
gold, which year by year have to be met, 
mainly arise in connection with home 
charges, and there is no possibility of 
their being diminished. But that is by 
no means the greatest difficulty with 
which we now have to deal. Without 
almost any warning the charges in con- 
nection with exchange which we have to 
meet are subject to sudden fluctuations, 
and therefore the abruptness of the 


fall and the magnitude of the charge 


| 


the exchange value of the rupee. Influ- 
ences so widespread, cross currents so 
mixed, production so curiously con- 
trolled, political, commercial, and mone- 
tary interests so intermingled affect 
Indian finances to such a degree that it 
is impossible to foretell what is going to 
happen from the premonitory symptoms. 
Taking the surplus of exports over im- 
ports, and the relative exchange values, 
it will be found from the explanatory 
memorandum that in 1893-4, when the 
exports were 4,057,000 tens of rupees 
under the imports, the exchange value 
was 14°547d.; the next year, when 
there was a considerable surplus of ex- 
ports over imports, it was 13:101d. ; 
and in 1895-6, when there was only 
a slight balance in favour of exports, it 
was 13°680d. Therefore, in each year, 
the exchange value of the rupee operated 
in exactly the reverse direction from that 
which might have been anticipated. 
What I wish to impress upon the House, 
therefore, is that, owing to the speculative 
and gambling character of the exchange 
value of the rupee, the Indian Finance 
Minister finds it almost impossible for him 
to foretell how it will operate in any par- 
ticular financial year, and the expendi- 
ture can only be met by a margin of 
revenue or by financial or taxable re- 
serves capable of immediate realisation. 
In these circumstances, we have to ask 
ourselves what taxable resources we have 
that are not now in operation. Of direct 





taxes there are absolutely none. The In- 
come Tax is small and cannot be raised, 
| and it is impossible to impose a Succession 
Duty. The only indirect taxation which 
lis in ovr hands consists of the Salt and 


| Customs Duties. The Salt Duty cannot 
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be put higher, because it is higher now 
than one could wish it to be. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’] Indirect taxes upon articles 
of great consumption cannot be varied 
from year to year, like the Income Tax, 
to meet the variation of charges ; still 
less can they be abolished and then re- 
imposed without causing general confu- 
sion in trade. Therefore, I may point 
out to the House that until the Indian 
Government can see its way more clearly 
in the future it cannot afford to part 
with any existing sources of revenue, 
although I am hopeful that revision and 
amendment of existing rates may not be 
outside our capabilities. | ‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’] I lay these views before the 
House in the interests of sound finance 
and of those great producing trades and 
industries to which uncertainty as to the 
future and a constant variation of taxa- 
tion is most galling and injurious. There 
has been during recent years a develop- 
ment of two important portions of 
Indian policy, one external, the other 
wholly internal, but both bearing on 
Indian finance. In past years there has 
been an expenditure on frontier wars and 
upon punitive expeditions largely due to 
want of demarcation between ourselves 
and neighbouring responsible Powers. In 
view of the character of the frontier tribes 
and of the country, it is of the greatest 
importance that. the spheres of influence 
of the different Powers should be known, 
respected, and protected. There are on 
our Indian frontiers six such Powers— 
namely, Siam, France, China, Russia, 
Afghanistan, and Persia. The frontiers 
between India and some of these Powers 
have been demarcated. I trust that the 
demarcation of the Indian frontiers will 
enable expenditure to be reduced and will 
inaugurate an era of more peaceful policy 
than has prevailed during recent years. 
With regard to Chitral, it was only the 
other day that we sent a number of 
troops up to that place, and during their 
march there was a heavy fall of rain, by 
which the bridges were broken and the 
road impeded ; 4,000 men of the Khan 
of Dir were employed in repairing the 
bridges and the road, and the agreement 
entered into was loyally carried out. 
The camps were guarded by them, and, 
T am glad to say, the relations between 
our officers and troops and the tribes are 
steadily improving. What has occurred 
there may happen elsewhere. _[ ‘‘ Hear, 
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hear!’’] I may say that the Chitral 
expedition had done an immense deal 
of good, because all along the route that 
our troops took, the wild tribes that 
bordered it have been civilised to a large 
degree, and the frontier has become 
settled. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] Thesecond 
movement to which I have alluded is 
that which relates to the construction 
of Indian railways. In this respect I 
have followed the policy that was laid 
down by the right hon. Gentleman my 
predecessor in office. During the past 
year we have been able to make a sub- 
stantial improvement in the means of 
railway communication by encouraging 
the construction of branch or feeder 
lines. We have also come to a definite 
conclusion to give a direct guarantee to 
those lines. The second matter, which 
I looked into was the amount of capital 
annually given to main lines, and I 
thought that we might legitimately 
largely increase the amount devoted to 
that purpose. Hon. Members who have 
the memorandum will see the amount 
devoted to irrigation and railways dur- 
ing the past three years. The sum 
amounts in 1894-5 to Rx.6,637,944 ; in 
1895-6, to Rx.6,890,700 ; and in the 
present year to Rx. 11,550,600. | Cheers. | 
Including the expenditure by companies 
here, I think the outlay will exceed 12 
crores in 1896-7, and this high rate 
will be practically maintained for three 
years. It will also interest the right 
hon. Gentleman to know that we have 
arrived at a new decision as regards the 
means for supplying these funds. Of 
course it was desirable to keep down our 
obligations as much as possible and to 
have recourse to the loan market in India 
first. We came to the conclusion that for 
the future the Indian Government should 
raise all money to be borrowed in India, 
and advance it to the companies, and 
by that means we take care that the 
loan market in India is always exhausted 
Lefore recourse is had to a foreign loan. 
Then the third change which is about to 
be made is that there should be an annual 
conference in India of the chief railway 
officers presided over by the Viceroy, in 
order that they may thoroughly consider 
all the proposals that come up before 
them. It seems to me that in the past 
our policy has been too piecemeal. Pro- 
posals were constantly coming in with 
reference to some particular line, and it 
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was absolutely impossible for the Indian | benefited by this increase, I think, on 
Government or the India Office toexpress the whole, that it may be said that 
an opinion upon it until it had been con- | | British goods have obtained their full 
sidered in connection with others, and | | share, with one notable exception, which 
also in connection with the amount of | is, I think, worthy of the attention of 
money available. I believe that if the! the House. There are two forms in 
practice is once established of having this which steel and iron are imported into 
annual conference it will insure that India—in the shape of rails or railway 
every line sanctioned shall be part and material, and in bars or bulk. This 
parcel of a carefully considered scheme | country practically monopolises the im- 
and system. I think, moreover, that it | | ports of railway material, but I think 
will fit in co the views of the promoters | ‘this is rather due to the fact that the 
of railways, because they will know that| policy of the Government is to give some 
they have to send in their schemes by a | | | preference to home production. But 
certain time, and that if they are not in| when we come to steel and iron in bulk, 
by that time they wil] probably not be! there is a remarkable shrinkage in 
accepted. The return on railroads is | British imports into India. Twelve 
satisfactory. In 1893-4 the percentage | years ago we had 97 per cent. of the 
of net receipts on Jines in operation (inde- | total imports of iron and steel into India, 
pendent of =e was 5°49; in| but according to the last return our per- 
1894 it was 5:72, and in 1895 it was | centage has shrunk to 56 per cent., 
5:82. The new mileage open in 1894-5 | while ee has risen during these 
was 360, and in 1895-6 821. The new! years from 2 } per cent. to 39 per cent. 
mileage sanctioned in 1894-5 was 651, | These figures are those of iron and steel 
and in 1895-6 it was 2,415. [Cheers.||in bulk. Now, I think there are some 
Our experience as regards railroads in persons who maintain that foreign com- 
India is that the Indian Government petition is a bogey, but here is clear and 
have brought their Construction Depart- | distinct evidence that in regard to a 
ment to such a point of ability that they | manufacture of which we had practically 
can construct railroads more easily than | the monopoly, we are gradually being 
private companies ; on the other hand, | ousted. I commend this to the atten- 
private companies can, as a rule, more| tion of both masters and men, because if 
effectively work the lines. It is very | we g get ousted from a favourable market 
desirable that railway enterprise should | ‘such as India in a matter of this kind, I 
be largely developed in Burma, and we) think it is clear that in a short time we 
have recently entered into an agreement may also find that we may be similarly 
with the Burmese Railway Company by | neglected for other countries as regards 
which they have undertaken to work the | the import of railway materials. Thave 
lines and provide the necessary capital | to thank the House for the attention 
for various feeders and extensions which | with which they have listened to the 
from time to time will be necessary. I) various topics on which I have dwelt. 
saw a statement in one of the newspapers |[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] No one, I think, 
that we had entered into an arrange-| ever commenced a statement in connec- 
ment for the purpose of selling our in-| tion with Indian finance without being 
terest in the lines ; no such idea ever impressed with the immense range of 
entered our heads. We have retained subjects with which he has to deal, and 
full control as to the rates and other also by the multiplicity and complexity 
conditions on which the lines may be of the questions on which he is asked to 
worked. In looking at the question of give off-hand an opinion. I do not 
railroads, I am glad to see that they think that anybody who ever held the 
have tended enormously to increase the post I have the honour to occupy has 
amount of exports during the last ten| not appreciated the assistance of outside 
years, and have not only increased ex- advice, opinion, or even criticism ; but 
ports, but have also multiplied the staple whilst I welcome advice and do not repel 
commodities in India, so that India is criticism, I cannot help feeling that there 
no longer dependent on two or three is a tendency in certain quarters at the 
staple productions. Looking to the | present moment to somewhat unduly dis- 
other side of the balance- sheet, to see parage the benefits of British rule in 
how far British trade and industry have. | India. Since I have been at the India 
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Office I have made a point of reading the 
translations of native newspapers which 
are sent home, and I think there is no im- 
provement in their tone; on the con- 
trary, I think they now discuss many 
matters with much more acerbity, indulge 
in more general depreciation of the 
benefits of our rule, and are more apt to 
draw wholesale indictments against us 
than was the custom 20 years back. 
If that is the case I think a very grave 
responsibility rests with anybody who 
encourages that feeling by perhaps at- 
taching undue importance to the in- 
finitesimal drawbacks of the effects of our 
rule and ignoring its infinite benefits. 
[Cheers.| For ours, and for all Govern- 
ments which exercise an administration 
over composite races, absolute perfection 
is not the standard ; the standard is the 
comparative merit of the Government 
that is in existence with the Government 
which it superseded or the Government 
which might supersede it. If those who 


criticise our rule in India could only 
have a very short taste of the rule which 
it superseded they would, for generations 
to come, bless the Government. Saeco 
I was reading the other day accounts o 
the improvements which have taken place 


by the acquisition of the territories in 
Upper Burmah, and the change that has 
taken place there is extraordinary. Ten 
years ago, outside Mandalay the govern- 
ment of the country was one of wholesale 
misrule. The hill tribes desolated the 
plains, thousands of cultivators annually 
migrated, dacoity in many parts was 
supreme, and outside the capital there 
was not a mile of road or a decent public 
building. There were no ordered law 
courts, and corruption and _ blackmail 
were the only methods of administration 
known. Now, what is the position ? 
An efficient police has been established ; 
law courts subject to regular laws have 
been opened ; violent crime has decreased 
from 3,408 in 1888 to 232 in 1894. The 
garrison has been reduced by more than 
a half, the hill tribes are pacified and 
quiet, emigrants are flocking back, culti- 
vation is everywhere increasing ; and, 
notwithstanding the abolition of in- 
ternal customs, the revenue has risen 
from 65 lakhs to 114 lakhs. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear!’’] Such are some of the ad- 
vantages which British rule has conferred 
on the native populations which have 
come under its power. I quite admit 


Secretary of State for India. 


{COMMONS} 





Revenue Accounts. 


772 


that there are many questions in regard 
to which I can only lend a ready ear to 
the suggestions or advice of persons who 
have experience or who are competent to 
give it. Between European races and 
the vast population of India there are 
racial, religious, and social differences, 
and it is enormously difficult to graft 
European ideas of progress and reform 
upon primitive customs or upon old 
Eastern traditions, and all these difficul- 
ties result in a labyrinth of complex and 
contradictory problems such as, I sup- 
pose, no other Government in the world 
has to deal with. I think no one can 
pretend that through all these questions 
he can see light, even if he can frame 
principles for his guidance or exactly 
describe his goal. On all these questions 
there must be wide differences of 
opinion, but stil] there are certain 
principles on which we can all agree, 
A sense of external security, of inward 
quiet, of internal improvement, high 
credit, a flourishing exchequer, and a 
capable and impartial Administration— 
these are elements by which, I be- 
lieve, despite difficulties of race, religion, 
and custom, the prosperity and consoli- 
dation of this vast population can be 
effected, and their loyalty and goodwill 
obtained. I venture, on behalf of these 
three years to claim that they have done 
their fair share towards the realisation 
of these results. 

*Sir W. WEDDERBURN (Banff- 
shire) said he was hopeless of any benefit 
arising from the Indian Budget Debate 
under the present system. Intricate 
accounts involving an expenditure of 
nearly Rx.100,000,000 were placed 
upon the Table, and the House had no 
guidance in deciding whether the ex- 
planations of the Secretary of State were 
satisfactory or otherwise. The difficulty 
of the case was increased by the fact 
that the Secretary of State’s explanatory 
statement had only been two days in the 
hands of Members. Under such circum- 
stances it was impossible that in the 
course of few hours any profitable discus- 
sion could take place regarding Indian 
finance. He therefore asked the indul- 
gence of the House in order that he might 
place before it an humble suggestion 
having for its object to obtain, in future 
years, @ more systematic and effectual 
scrutiny of Indian accounts. The 
Amendment that stood in his name was 
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as follows :—To leave out from the word 
‘*That,’’ to the end of the Question, in 
order to add instead thereof the words— 


“With a view to the effectual discharge of its 
existing duty in respect of the finances of India, 
this House is of opinion that the East India 
Accounts should each year be examined and re- 
ported on by a Select Committee of the House, 
thus mutatis mutandis assimilating the practice 
as regards Indian Accounts to that followed, by 
means of the Public Accounts Committee, in 
respect of the Accounts of the United King- 
dom.”’ 


It appeared to him that this was a simple 
proposal, and at the samé time a moderate 
one. It proposed no new duty, and only 
indicated the way in which an existing 
and accepted duty might be properly per- 
formed. It merely proposed that in 
dealing with Indian finances they should 
exercise the same reasonable care that 
they exercised with regard to their own. 
A trustee was required to give as careful 
attention to trust funds as to his own 
property. But in the present case there 
was a painful contrast between the 
promptitude and rigour with which the 
House looked after its own finances and 
the indifference with which it treated 
those of India. For weeks all items of 
British expenditure were minutely de- 
bated, while the complete control of Par- 
liament was secured by the action of the 
Public Accounts Committee. On the 
other hand, one day at the fag end of 
the Session was grudgingly given to 
Indian finance, and no steps were taken 
to make the Parliamentary control any- 
thing but illusory. It was a bad object- 
lesson for India, which complained that 
they neither gave her a voice in her own 
affairs, nor would attend to them them- 
selves. The British system of control 
had gradually perfected itself since the 
passing of the Exchequer Audit Act of 
1866, and in the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee for the current 
year, testimony was borne to the great 
benefits arising from the arrangements 
now in force. Referring to the excellent 
services of Sir C. Ryan, the retiring 
Comptroller and Accountant General, 
the Report reviewed the past history of 
the Committee, and noticed— 


“the admirable results, as evidenced by the 
public accounts, of the arrangement introduced 
by the Exchequer and Audit Departments Act 


of 1866. The striking contrast from the point 
of view of financial regularity between the 
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period antecedent and the period subsequent to 
that Measure, shows it to have been, in its 
peculiar field, an epoch-making Statute.” 
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It appeared that in the first nine years 
after the passing of the Act, the financial 
irregularities brought to light averaged 
25 yearly, but during the nine years up 
to 1894-5 this was reduced to two 
yearly, and during the last two years all 
irregularities had ceased. But the Com- 
mittee pointed out that the improvement 
was greater than that shown by mere 
statistics. 


“An examination of the Auditor’s Reports 
will show what the experience of our Committee 
confirms—namely, a remarkable diminution of 
controversy on first principles, and the disap- 
pearance, to a great degree, of impatience of 
scrutiny—a sure and honourable testimony to 
the value of the work.” 


If such solid benefits arose from the 
labours of a Select Committee of> the 
House in dealing with British accounts, 
why should not the same , benefits, 
mutatis mutandis be extended to India ! 
Of course, the system of Indian finance 
differed from that of the United King- 
dom, but he believed that if a Committee 
was appointed an arrangement could be 
devised adapted to the requirements of 
Indian methods. He felt confident that 
to accomplish this was not beyond the 
wit of the noble Lord the Secretary of 
State, who would thus remove the re- 
proach of neglecting the golden rule. It 
would be for the wisdom of Parliament 
to decide how best the Committee could 
do its work, so as to secure for the House 
a reasonable understanding of Indian 
finance and a reasonable control over 
this most important Department of Im- 
perial affairs. For the moment the rise 
of exchange, over which we had no con- 
trol, had saved the Indian Exchequer 
from its most serious difficulties. <A fall 
in exchange, over which we equally had 
no control, would plunge the Indian 
Treasury into its former embarrassments, 
and he would remind the House that 
financial embarrassment in India meant 
increased taxation, and perhaps a de- 
mand on the Imperial Treasury. The 
control over British finance, now so 
smoothly worked by the Public Accounts 
Committee, had not ‘been devised in a 
day, but had been gradually perfected 
by experience. He noticed that the 
system had first been applied to the 
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Navy so long ago as 1832, to the Army 
in 1847, and it was not until 1866 that 
it was extended to all grants in Supply. 
Similarly, if the House should be pleased 
to appoint a Committee, he had no doubt 
that such Committee, with characteristic 
British business capacity, would work 
out for itself a practical method of per- 
forming its duties towards the House. 
They would look to the noble Lord, who 
had long experience of Indian affairs in 
the House, for guidance in this important 
matter. But having himself given much 
thought to this subject, he might perhaps 
be allowed to make a practical suggestion 
as to the direction in which such a Com- 
mittee might most advantageously work, 
He would suggest that the principal 
materials for 
mittee might be provided by a special 
report on the financial condition of 
India, supplied each year by the Gov- 
ernment of India, such report being 
based on the Debates on the Indian 

sudget in the Viceroy’s Council. 


House was aware that the Council con- 
tained a certain proportion of non-official 
members, nominated by the Viceroy, 
and under Lord Cross’s Act of 1892, cer- 


tain public bodies were allowed to recom- 
mend a few members for nomination, 
thus giving voice to a certain extent to 
outside public opinion on Indian finance. 
The Debates, therefore, in the Viceroy’s 
Legislative Council would give the Com- 
mittee valuable and definite matter for 
consideration, and if, under the Vice- 
roy’s rules of business the non-official 
members were invited to move amend- 
ments and divide upon them, distinct 
issues would be provided for the Com- 
mittee to examine and report upon to 
the House. The proposed annual report 
of the Government of India would, of 
course, come through the India Office 
with the views of the Secretary of State 
in Council, and it would be received 
early in the Session, so that the Select 
Committee would have abundant leisure 
for its consideration, and it might be 
hoped that the influence of an important 
Committee of this kind would induce the 
Government of the day to bring on the 
Debate on Indian finance at a reasonably 
early period of the Session. Such was a 
brief outline of his scheme, which he 
would gladly lay more in detail before the 
noble Lord. In answer to his question 
in the House a few days ago, the noble 
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the labours of the Com- | 


| that in England. 
The | 
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Lord expressed an opinion unfavourable 
to the appointment of a Select Com- 
mittee on Indian Finance, but he thought 
this unfavourable opinion was in great 
measure based upon a misunderstanding 
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of the provosal, a very natural misunder- 


standing, as, in the limits of a question 
the particulars of the proposal could 
not be set forth, The two main objec- 
tions raised by the noble Lord were that 
the proposed Inquiry would seriously 
interfere with administrative work in 
India, and would entail large expense. 
No doubt these objections were based on 
the assumption that it was proposed 
rigidly to follow the procedure of the 
Public Accounts Committee, and make 
the duty mainly one of Appropriation 
Audit. As above explained, that was 
not the intention of the present proposal. 
No doubt there was in India an Appro- 
priation Audit, but it was one entirely 
different in character and effect from 
In England the Ap- 
propriation Audit was of the highest 


| possible importance, being the machinery 


by 


which Parliament exercised its 
financial control over the Executive, and 
especially the Treasury. In India the 
Appropriation Audit was merely an 
arrangement by which the Executive 
controlled its subordinate Departments ; 
it was of little use, and of no constitu- 
tional importance whatever. As it was 
not proposed that the Committee should 
carry out an Appropriation Audit for 
India, the difficulty suggested by the 
noble Lord disappeared, because depart- 
mental officers would not be called from 
their administrative duties in India, and 
no expense would be incurred. He 
would no longer detain the House. It 
was for the House to decide how a diffi- 
cult but manifest and admitted duty to 

India could best be performed. No one 
considered that the present. state of 
things was creditable. It might not be 
possible to do complete justice to India 
in this matter, but that was not a reason 
for doing nothing ; they might make an 
effort and do their best. No one could 
do more than that. 

*Mr. H. J. WILSON (York, W.R., 
Holmfirth), in seconding the Amend- 
ment, remarked that the noble Lord the 
Secretary of State himself could hardly 
regard the circumstances in which the 
Indian Budget was considered in this 
House as satisfactory. The noble Lord’s 
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speech was listened to during a con- 
siderable portion of it by 12 Members 
on the Government side and nine on the 
Opposition. How could it be expected 
that those voluminous details could be 
mastered and digested in the time at 
present at their disposal? Whether the 
particular propositions referred to in the 
speech of his hon. Friend were practicable 
or not, he did not feel himself competent 
to express an opinion. He only desired 
to urge that something or other should 
be done. 

*Mr. B. L. COHEN (Islington, E.) 
said that the first thing which struck 
him in considering this Motion was the 
extraordinary want of connection be- 
tween the suggested remedy and the 
alleged grievance. It was true that the 
Memorandum of the Secretary of State 
had only been in the hands of hon. 
Members for two or three days, but he 
had read that statement with very little 
interest. Nearly all its contents were 
familiar to him from the document which 
had been in the hands of hon. Members 
for two or three months—namely, the 
financial statement of the Indian Gov- 
ernment. This statement had been in 
their hands since June 24th. It seemed 
to him that the hon. Member was pro- 
posing to substitute a faulty, certainly 
an imperfect, system of audit of accounts 
for a system which was almost ideally 
perfect, and for as clear and businesslike 
a statement as any private or public 
body had ever examined.  [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’?] He did not believe that the 
acceptance of any such arrangement as 
had been suggested would favour the 
better examination of the finances of 
India. He thought that the hon. 
Baronet would acknowledge that the 
Public Accounts Committee had no con- 
trol over the expenditure of this country, 
and the assimilation of the system to 
India could not in any way control or 
vary the expenditure by a rupee. He 
believed, therefore, that any deviation 
from the form in which the accounts of 
India were now presented would be to 
render more obscure that which was, 
in his judgment, already quite clear. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear !”’ 

*Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) said he was surprised to 
hear the hon. Baronet say that there 
was a mass of figures thrown on the 
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Table of the House without anything to 
guide the House with reference to their 
meaning. 

*Sirn W. WEDDERBURN : I did 
not say that. I said there was no guid- 
ance to enable the House to decide whe- 
ther the explanations of the Secretary of 
State on behalf of the Executive were 
satisfactory or otherwise. 

*Sir H. FOWLER said he did not 
understand the hon. Baronet to say so. 
He thought, however, that the last 
speaker had given a true answer to that 
criticism—namely, that the House had a 
clear, complete, and elaborate state- 
ment presented to it nearly three months 
ago, and that statement contained not 
only a lucid explanation of the finances of 
India by Sir James Westland, one of the 
most distinguished Finance Ministers 
India had known, but the Debate of the 
Indian Legislative Council, and the criti- 
cism by distinguished native members of 
the Council as well as Anglo-Indian 
members, on the various finance pro- 
posals of the Government. The hon. 
Baronet said that the House had no con- 
trol, as in dealing with the finances of 
this country in Committee of Supply, 
over the expenditure of India. No; 
nor was it a part of the Government of 
India that the House should control the 
expenditure of India in the same way as 
it controlled the expenditure in Great 
Britain. The House had by legislation 
delegated to two other bodies the ad- 
ministration of the finances of India, 
only reserving to itself supreme and 
final authority. The hon. Member had 
urged the House to adopt the precedent 
of the Public Accounts Committee. That 
Committee was for audit, and not for 
control. He would quote the Standing 
Order under which the Public Accounts 
Committee acted :— 
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“That there shall be a Standing Committee, 
to be designated the Committee of Public 
Accounts, for the examination of accounts, 
showing the appropriation of sums granted by 
Parliament to meet the public expenditure.” 


The Public Accounts Committee had no 
more control over the expenditure of 
this country than they had over the ex- 
penditure of the London and North- 
Western Railway Company. The theory 
of our system was that every Parlia- 
mentary Vote must be placed by the 


2F2 
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Treasury under the control of a Depart- | 


ment responsible for the proper applica- 
tion of the money. The regular appro- 
priation of the accounts must be prepared 
in the Department ; the accounts must be 
audited, andthe AuditorGeneral reported 
his observations to the Committee on 
Public Accounts, but there was in no 
sense a Committee controlling the expen- 
diture. Was this new Committee of the 
hon. Baronet to so to say, the 
Auditor General of Indian Accounts ? 
There more than a thousand ac- 
counting treasuries in India, and those 
accounts could not be audited here. The 
audit must take place in India, and no- 
where else. The noble Lord had_ told 
the House how complete and satisfactory 
was the control of expenditure in India, 
and that it w: 
control 


be, 


were 


1s quite as effective as the 
of the expenditure here. Com- 
plaint had been made that but few hon, 
Members came to listen to the 
the Indian Budget, short of enfore- 
ing penalties for non-attendance, 
Members could not be 
attend these 
so disposed. 

in the 
ministration, t 
of India, the House 
more crowded than on these occasions. 
It was not fair to re present t« » the } Ve ople 
of India, therefore, that the maa nt 
small attendance always characterised 
Indian Debates, that it was to 
serve any gauge by which to 
measure the interest taken by the House 
of Commons in Indian affairs. [ Cheers. | 
Was t] us Committee to be a mere Com- 
mittee audit, was it to deal with 
sonnet ea Bi ? Did the hon. Baronet 
mean that the policy of the Government 
of India should be referred to this Com- 
mittee? Apparently that was what he 
intended, because he spoke of this Com- 
mittee as a Court of appeal from 
Legislative Council of India. 
constitute such Committee as that 
would not be in accordance with the 
Constitution. But there was already a 
Committee which acted as a Court of ! 
appeal from the 

India, fr hh t] ie A, 


Debate on 
but, 
hon. 
to 
were 
questions 


compelled 
Debates unless they 
When, however, 
House affecting the ad. 
he pc * the interests 
searcely ever 


arose 

ve 
ICY, OF 
was 


or 


as 


of 


th 


To 


repres¢ 

of tah bcd (Hear, hear!”] The} 

proposal that a Cloannniate of the House 
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of Commons should undertake the control 
of the whole expenditure of India and of 
the policy of the Indian Government was 
a proposal which the House would not 
entertain, and which, if adopted, would 
be resented both in Great Britain and 
India. If to the responsibilities already 
resting upon the House they were to add 
responsibility for the details of Indian 
Government, the machinery of Parlia- 
ment would inevitably break down under 
the weight imposed upon it. But in 
recent times the House had shown no 
unwillingness to listen to any well-founded 
complaint relating to Indian Adminis- 
tration, taxation, or finance. The House 
had discussed in the last two years as 
questions of Imperial importance, upon 
which the fate of a Ministry might hang, 
the competitive examination for the Civil 
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Service, the Cotton Duties, the Opium 


'to Suakin. 


| Indian finance. 
appointment 


the | 


question, the retention of Chitral, and 
the charges for the Indian Troops sent 
On some of these subjects 
the House agreed with the Government 
of India, and on others it differed ; but 
ia each case the House recognised its 

Imperial duties, and discharged them 
in a manner which represented the 
convictions of the majority of the 
people of this country. It was his 
opinion that in constituting such a 
Committee as was proposed and _trans- 
ferring to it the duties which belonged 
to the Secretary of State and the Govern- 
ment they would be adopting a plan 
which would give no satisfaction in India 
and which would cause great expense. 
[‘“‘ Hear, hear! ”] 

*Sir C. DILKE did not believe that 
there was any ground for making an 
attack upon the system of administering 
In fact, he thought the 
of any Committee would 
only result in eliciting facts in favour of 
the Government of India in this regard. 
That, however, was not the last word 
that had to be said on the matter, be- 
cause Governments were not based upon 


| se ientifie principles only, but depended 


| posed were adopted. 


in large measure upon the consent of the 
| governed. They must always take into 


a ‘gislative Council of | consideration the nece ssity of securing for 

roy’s Council, and their Government the support of the 
from the Council in “Ww hitehall 1, and that | people. 
C on e was the Cabinet of the Queen | failed 


The opponents of this Motion 
to take into consideration that 


ing the majority of the House | popular support might be obtained if 


some such scheme as the hon. Baronet pro- 


Lord Randolph 
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Churchill, who was a very remarkable 
Secretary of State for India, and left a 
very great name, was always in favour of 
some system of Committee in that House 
with regard to the Government of India. 
The same could be said of the late Mr. 
Fawcett. As regards the principle of 
inquiry, whether regular, or whether only 
occasional, he did not think that the 


point was settled by the speeches that | 


had been delivered. As he had said, 
there was a great deal that could be said 
in support of the Motion of his hon. 
Friend, but he would ask his hon. Friend 
and his supporters what they meant by 
their Motion ? 
questions of policy should be brought 
before this Committee! He did noi 
himself think that it would be a fitting 
body before which to bring matters of 
policy. There was, however, a great deal 


to be said for the view of Lord Randolph 


Churchill and Mr. Fawcett in favour of 


occasional inquiry by that House into | 


questions involving the policy of the 


Government of India. But there was a 


great deal to be said against an annual 
and lasting inquiry by a Committee of 
that House, that would involve the policy 


of the Government of India. That 
would be a disturbing cause and would 
do harm and unsettle the finances of the 
Indian Government, and undermine the 
authority of the Legislative Council in 
Calcutta. Let them consider for a 
moment the weakest point of our rule, 
viz., that they had to rely, in dealing 
with the people, upon Native police, and 
that those police were not as satisfactory 
officers as they might be. Was the 
Committee which the hon. Baronet pro- 
posed to consider, under the cloak of 
finance, the re-organisation of the whole 
system of criminal administration in 
India and of police in India? Take 
another question. The home charges of 
India had been reduced by the manu- 
facture of military stores in that coun- 
try. India had saved money in that 
way, and the process might no doubt be 
carried further. Was a Committee of 
this kind to consider that question con 
tinuously year by year? He thought it 
would be impossible for it to do so, for 
they would fail to get men of the quali- 
fications necessary to carry such inquiries 
on year after year. In fact, this would 
Virtually amount to assuming a_ portion 
of the responsibility of the actual govern- 
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ment of India. Therefore he did not 
think that his hon. Friend would suggest 
‘that questions of policy of that kind 
| ought to be submitted to a Committee of 
the House, although he agreed that from 
| time to time, examination by that House 
| of questions affecting India was desir- 
jable. Then came the question whether, 
| with these limitations it would be 
wise to have a Finance Accounts Com- 
mittee, a Public Accounts Committee 
lon the finances of India. Agreeing 
he did, absolutely with the view 
\that the financial system of India was 
ja good one, he did believe it would 
be a good thing that the inquiry which 
|they pretended to make in the House 
| with a very thin attendance at the end 
|of the Session, should be made by an 
annually appointed Committee of the 
| House; but he would give that Com- 


as 


mittee no power over the Government 
lof India. He believed that would be a 
better and more popular form of dealing 
|} with the accounts of the Government of 
i} India than the control they pretended 
| to exercise in the House on the last day 
| but one of the Session. 

*Sirn HENRY HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
|(Durham, 8.E.) rose to call attention to 
| the remarks made by a very high Englis! 
military authority with regard to the 
troops of India, 

*Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. and gallant 
Member must reserve his remarks on 
that subject until the main question is 
put again. 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON 
said he was bound to say that he 
disagreed with everything the hon. 
Baronet the Member for Banfishire 
had said. He had had a good deal of 
experience of these Committees, and he 
found that in proportion as the numbers 
of a Committee were increased the 
quorum had to be diminished. He as- 
serted that it was no use whatever to 
appoint a select Committee to inquire 
generally into Indian finance. The 
finances of India constituted a very large 
question, and he was convinced it would 
be almost impossible to bring the Mem- 
bers of a Committee of this kind to- 
gether in suflicient numbers and suiffi- 
ciently often to enable them to report 
with effect on a general question of such 
importance. He could not help thinking 
that what the hon. Baronet wished was 
{Oo appoint a Committee, nominally to 
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investigate accounts, but in reality to 
interfere with the expenditure policy, 
with which he did not agree. A more 
mischievous proposal he could not con- 
ceive. We had an Indian Government, 
of which we could control the policy in 
the House of Commons, and the House 
of Commons, if they disapproved of that 
policy, could express their opinion upon 
it ; but to try and make that policy futile, 
by checking expenditure which was neces- 
sary to give it effect, was a mad sugges- 
tion. The hon. Baronet also seemed to 
think that the more the House interfered 
with Indian finance the more economy 
would be promoted ; but that was cer- 
tainly not his view. Then the hon. 
Baronet the Member for the Forest of 
Dean spoke on one or two questions on 
which inquiry might be judicious—ques- 
tions connected with native manufac- 
ture. 


*Sir C. DILKE: I said I could not} 
support any proposal for an annual or | 
permanent Committee to consider any | 


question of policy. 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON said 
he could vnderstand the propriety, and 
even the necessity, of appointing a 
Select Committee to inquire into some 


definite subject ; but, surely, of all the 
instruments for that purpose, the most 
inconvenient would be a Committee of 


Accounts. In the circumstances, he 
hoped the hon. Baronet the Member for 
Banffshire would not press his Motion. 
*Mr. M. M@. BHOWNAGGREE (Beth- 
nal Green, N.E.) thought it was not the 
intention of the hon. Baronet, so far as 
he understood it, to have any sort of 
controlling Committee whatever. A 
sort of feeling did prevail, no doubt, both 
in this country and in India, that the 
statement of the accounts of India which 
was submitted to the House at the end 
of every Session was not listened to by 
a sufficient number of Members to 
satisfy the people of India that an in- 
terest was really taken by the House in 
their affairs. Whether that feeling was 
right or wrong he was not prepared to 
say, but, after listening to the elaborate 
and eloquent speech of the right hon. 
Gentleman the late Secretary of State 
for India, he believed that the notion 
founded on that supposition would be 
to a certain extent dispelled. The 
purpose for which he rose was simply to 
ask the hon. Baronet opposite not to 
press his Motion to a Division. He 


Lord George Hamilton. 
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believed such a Division would do more 
harm than good. If hon. Members were 
to be convinced that the accounts of 
India should be submitted to and attended 
to by a Committee of the House with 
advantage, they ought to have time to 
deliberate on the way in which that end 
was to be secured ; but to bring forward 
a Motion of this importance, and to ask 
the House to decide upon it at once, would 
only lead to one result, and that was 
that the House would not listen to any 
future proposal in favour of submitting 
the Indian Budget to the House at a 
time when there was a fuller attendance. 
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Question put, “That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 


The House divided :— Ayes, 
Noes, 30.— (Division List, 419.) 


110; 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- 
bighshire, W.) said that he understood 
that he would not be in order in bringing 
forward the Motion of which he had 
given notice, namely— 


“That, in the opinion of this House, it is 
desirable to revise the arrangements under which 
political control is exercised over Indian Princes 


}and Chiefs, and especially to provide that in 


future no deprivation or penalty shall be imposed 
upon an Indian Prince or Chief on the ground 
of maladministration or misconduct until the 
fact of such maladministration or misconduct 
shall have been established before a public and 
independent tribunal.” 


It was, he thought, most important that 
in the interest of the continuance of 
satisfactory relations between the Indian 
Government and the Indian people, that 
it should be made plain that the Indian 
Princes and Chiefs would not be inter- 
fered with, would not be punished or 
deprived of their ruling powers without 
an adequate and fair trial. He would 
not encroach one hair’s breath upon the 
essential condition of British rule in 
India, namely the right and obligation 
of the Indian Government to depose or 
punish those Princes or Chiefs when 
charges of misconduct or misgovernment 
were proved, but he contended that 
before action was taken by the Govern- 
ment in that direction, the men should 
have an opportunity of stating their 
case before an impartial tribunal. The 
foundation of the policy he advocated 
was to be found in the Proclamation of 
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58, for in that Proclamation the Queen 
said to the Princes of India, ‘“‘ We will 
respect the rights, dignity, and honour of 
the Native Princes as our own.” From 
that day to this the Native rulers had 
shown their appreciation of the confidence 
reposea in them, and they had shown 
loyalty to us by helping us with money 
and troops in time of our need. There 
were precedents which proved that the 
Indian Government had taken the course 
he desired. For instance, when charges 
of misgovernment were brought against 
the Gaekwar of Baroda in 1875, a 
Commission, consisting of three English 
Judges and three Natives, were ap- 
pointed to inquire into them. The same 
pledge which was given in the Procla- 
mation of ’58 was given at the historical 
assembly at Delhi, but in his belief, and 
in the opinion of a number of those who 
acted with him, the Government of 
India had recently violated the spirit of 
the pledges they had given, and the 
effect had been to create an impression 
in the minds of the Native rulers that 
the policy of the past was not going to 
be rigidly enforced in future. It might 
be said that an inquiry was conducted 
in the case of the Maharajah of Jhalawar, 
but he could not admit that when charges 
of misconduct or mismanagement against 
a Native ruler were inquired into by a 
political agent, the inquiry could be 
called an impartial one. Until it was 
made quite plain that we intended to 
treat the Native rulers with respect, and 
intended to carry out our pledges, a 
very unfavourable impression would 
exist in their minds, and until that im- 
pression was removed there would exist a 
feeling of dissatisfaction and disquietude 
which might have serious consequences. 

Sir ANDREW SCOBLE (Hackney, 
Central) said that the hon. Gentleman 
opposite was no doubt perfectly right in 
saying that a well-governed neighbouring 
native State was a source of strength to 
the Indian Government as well as of 
happiness to the population of the State 
itself. The Government of India fully 
recognised that fact, and they did their 
best to insure the good government of 
all the neighbouring native States. The 
Governmeent of India, however, inter- 
fered with the domestic government of 
native States with the greatest reluc- 
tance, and only in such cases where such 
interference became absolutely necessary. 
He could not conceive what tribunal 
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the hon. Member proposed to set up in 
place of the Government of India, who 
had always acted most impartially in all 
cases in which their interference had 
been necessary. To set up a fresh 
tribunal of any kind would increase 
rather than diminish the responsibilities 
and difficulties of the Indian Govern- 
ment. No doubt proposals of this kind 
had rather a specious air at first to those 
who were not intimately acquainted with 
India, but when they came to be 
examined into, that speciousness disap- 
peared, and it was soon discovered that 
it was impossible for them to be carried 
out practically. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ ] 
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*Mr. BHOWNAGGREE had given 
notice of the following Motion :— 


“That the system of combining executive 
(revenue and police) with judicial duties in the 
same officer which at present prevails in India 
is objectionable in principle, inconvenient in 
practice, and calculated to shake the confidence 
of the people in the administration of justice ; 
and that, therefore, in the opinion of this House, 
it is desirable to revise the system, with the 
view of effecting a separation of judicial from 
executive functions.” 


The hon. Member said he had given 
notice of a Motion upon the subject of 
the system of combining executive with 
judicia] duties in the same _ ofticer, 
which, owing to the Division on the 
Amendment of the hon. Baronet the 
Member for Banffshire, the forms of 
the House would not permit him to 
move, and therefore he would only 
deal with the matter in a _ general 
way. In the first place, however, he 
hoped that he should be permitted to 
congratulate the noble Lord upon the 
very interesting and lucid statement he 
had delivered that evening, in the course 
of which he had been able to show that 
the finances of India were in a better 
state than they had been in for many 
years. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] He must also 
congratulate the noble Lord, as represent- 


‘ing the Government of India, upon the 


improved credit which India now enjoyed, 
both in this eountry and in India itself. 
It was also a matter for satisfaction 
that the demarcation of the Indian 
frontiers had been proceeded with to so 
great an extent, thus rendering remote 
the chances of those expeditions which 
are a heavy drain upon the Indian 
Exchequer. He was glad also to hear 
from the noble Lord that inducements 


| had been held out to Indian capitalists 
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to invest in Indian railways, because he | 
believed that it would not only be an| 
encouragement to Indian investors, but | 
would tend to develop the railway com- | 
munication of the country by the con- 
struction of new lines. He hoped that | 
policy had heen pursued in the new 
arrangement made in connection with the | 
Burmese railways and the contemplated 
future extensions. He now came to 
the subject of his Notice of Motion. 
He might say, in the first place, that all 
native administrators of the highest | 
capacity admitted that law and justice 
in India had never been so well admin- 
istered as they had been under British 
rule. To say that law and justice were | 
administered in India very much in the | 
same manner as obtained in this coun- | 
try was equivalent to saying that that | 
administration had attained a very high | 
level indeed. | ‘‘ Hear, hear !’’| Every 
human system, however, had its defects, 
and there were certain defects in the 
administration of law and justice in 
India. That was the fault, not of in- 
dividuals, but of the system which had 
been handed down from generation to 
generation, in fact, ever since the estab- 
lishment of British rule in India. In the 
past it was perhaps expedient to allow a 
combination of judicial with executive 
functions in the same officer, but now, in 
more settled times, and with a higher 
standard of justice before the people of 
India, he had thought it to be his duty 
to draw the attention of the noble Lord 
to the defects in the administration to 
which he had referred, in the hope that 
the noble Lord would promise to give due 
consideration to the subject, and to do his 
best to remedy the defects inherent in the 
system which prevailed in India, which 
was not known here, namely, that in large 
districts the judicial, revenue and police 
functions were mixed up among a class 
of Government officials. He would call 
the attention of the House to a state- 
ment made by a responsible officer, who 
stated that in extensive and thickly- 
populated districts he had for years com- 
bined in himself the functions of head 
of the police, head magistrate, head 
superintendent of prisons, head revenue 
officer, head tax collector, head of the 
Treasury Department, head manager of 
government estates, head engineer, head 
sinitary officer, and other functions. 
|Laughter.| This was the statement of 
an officer occupying a distinguished 
Mr. Bhownaggree. 
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position under the Government of India, 
and he could assure the House that it 
was true. It could easily be seen that 
when the same person held so many 
offices the judicial functions which he 
had to perform would be prejudicially 
affected, for even the highest men in 
the service of the Government were 
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| human beings, who required a clear head 
untainted with other considerations for 
ithe proper administration of justice. 


In the districts in India there were 
three grades of magistrates, known as 


‘first, second and third class of magis- 


trates; these were under the chief 


| executive officer of the district, who was 


called the district officer or collector. 
The first class of magistrates had power 
to inflict two years’ rigorous imprison- 
ment, and the second and third class had 
similar powers in a less degree. Under 
this district officer there were these 
officers, who were also invested with 
executive, together with judicial func- 
tions, down to the lowest grade, and 
known as the joint, assistant, and 
deputy magistrates. Then there were 
the deputy collectors, and even the 
sub-deputy collectors. The executive 
functions all these men had to perform 
were of a very varied character, and 
naturally brought them into relation- 
ship, and even into conflict, with the 
inhabitants of the district, and yet in 
the same district these officers had to 
perform their duties as Judges. The 
consequence was that very often pre- 
conceived notions in regard to their 
judicial functions were attributed to them 
by the public; and whether this was 
correct or not, it could not be denied 
that in some cases, if not in many, 
such a misconception was possible, and 
that if it occurred it might taint the 
purity of justice. This had been a 
vexed question for a century past. In 
1793 it engrossed the attention of Lord 
Cornwallis, who made a regulation that 
the collectors of revenue who presided 
over Revenue Boards should be divested 
of the power of deciding upon what 
were practically their own acts. In 1860 
there was a Police Commission which 
reported on the organisation of the 
police, and declared that the judicial and 
police functions were not to be con- 
founded ; and Sir Bartle Frere, in intro- 
ducing the Act of 1860, expressed the 
hope that at no distant period this 
principle for which he was contending 
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would be acted upon throughout India. | not at all necessary, and such power was 
That principle had been acted upon in| very likely to be abused. Any officer, 
some parts of our Indian dominions,| European or native, who had _ the 
but at the same time there were still | authority of the Government behind him, 
considerable portions where the collector | had quite sufficient prestige. A distin- 
or the district judge was also the head | guished member of the Barin Bengal, Mr. 
of the judicial system. This combina. | Manmohun Ghose, had prepared a list 
tion of functions had very often led | of 20 cases where abuses of the kind he 
to a miscarriage of justice according | referred to had occurred. A reform 
to the opinion of the judges of the | which could be accomplished at such 
High Courts in India. Even at the} small cost and with so little difficulty 
present time, he believed, there was a | ought to be at once put into effect. Of 
quarrel on the subject between the High | course the present system had the sanc- 
Court of Bengal and certain officers|tion of time, having been handed 
under the Government of Bengal. Many |down from generation to generation ; 
distinguished and weighty names might | but he had said enough to show that 
be adduced in support of this separation | there was need for reform, and at least 
of judicial functions for which he was|a case for inquiry. The system must 
contending, among them being those | necessarily beget great distrust of the 
of Lord Hobhouse, Sir Henry Maine, | administration of justice ; and, as far as 
Sir W. W. Hunter, Sir Richard Garth, | the expense of the reform was concerned, 
Sir Raymond West, Sir John Peter|even if the objection were sound, that 
Grant, Sir J. Strachey, Sir Lepel Griffin, | _ consideration ought not to make the 
and two Secretaries of State for India. | Government of India shrink from taking 
Lord Kimberley, in a Debate on May 8, | the necessary steps. The strongest basis 
1893, had said :— | of British ruie in India—the reason why 
; ; ” |the people had such confidence in it 
“It is admitted on all hands that it is contrary |—was above all the sense of justice 
to right and good principles that the civil and|_. ° ee fs 
judicial powers should be united in one person, | with which that administration had 
and the difficulty is simply one of expense.” inspired them. ” Hear, hear ! ”| That 
|it was which had made the greatest 
Lord Cross had supported this view. Now | impression on India in favour of 
the objections which had been raised to| Englishmen, and if that confidence were 
this separation of functions had either | shaken, the great pillar on which British 
been on the ground of expense or of | dominion in India rested would also be 
prestige. He believed, however, that the| shaken. [Cheers. | 
change could be effected by a division | 
of labour rather than by an increase} On the return of Mr. SPEAKER after 
of officers, so that extra expenditure | the usual interval, 
would not necessarily be involved. | 
It was possible to divide the various) *Mr. BHOWNAGGREE said he 
functions among the half-dozen assistants | trusted the Secretary for India would 
who were under the chief of each district, | give his attention to the grievances in 
and to divide them in such a way that|connection with the Indian Medical 
no assistant would have mixed duties. | Service, to which he believed the noble 
An old and well-known member of the | Lord’s attention had been recently drawn, 
Bengal Civil Service, Mr. R. C. Dutt,| Graduates of the Medical Schools in 
was in favour of this plan, and he had | | India had not had fair play, as they 
shown, in an admirable scheme, how) were shut out of important offices and 
easily it could be adopted. It was| restricted to inferior posts with trivial 
further objected to this reform that, | salaries ; and it was believed this was 
unless the executive officer had judi-| based on racial considerations. Regard to 
cial functions to perform, he would lose | these was inconsistent with the traditions 
prestige. He himself was one who/of British rule in India, and the Secre 
attached great value to prestige, especi-| tary for India, he was sure, was the last 
ally in a country like India ; but it} person to attach any importance to racial 
should be prestige of the right sort, and | distinction. [‘*‘ Hear, hear!”] The Queen, 
not terrorism. The contention really in Her famous proclamation 40 years ago, 
was that every officer should have penal | said that all Her subjects would be treated 
power to enforce his orders. That was! equally without regard to distinction of 
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caste, colour, or creed. In this connec- 
tion he also wished to call attention to the 
compensation allowances given to EKuro- 
pean officers on account of the difference 
in the exchange value of money and 
submit that these allowances under cer- 
tain conditions ought to be extended to 
Native officers. Many of them had to 
go to considerable expense to send their 
children to this country to be educated 
to qualify them for the Civil Service, 
the legal profession, or the higher grades 
of the medical and engineering profes- 
sions in India. Native officers, especially 
in the covenanted Services, should have 
the same privileges as their European 
brethren, at least to the extent of the 
actual remittances they have to make to 
England. He (Mr. Bhownaggree) did 
not wish to detain the House, but could 
not omit to refer to the treatment of 
the British-Indian subjects in South 
Africa, notably in the Transvaal, who 
were precluded by the local legislation 
in the Transvaal from acquiring and 
occupying tracts of land within certain 
limits. The Colonial Secretary had 
promised to look carefully into the 
question. Then there was the important 
question of the exercise of the franchise 
by British Indians in Natal. The 
Natal Legislature in April last issued 
a proclamation excluding all subjects 
of Her Majesty’s Indian Empire from 
having the power to vote at elections. 
He did not see why the responsible autho- 
rities of the Natal Government should 
have imposed those restrictions unless 
they were based purely on considerations 
of race and colour. He admitted that 
there were certain social distinctions of 
race that had to be preserved in every 
colony and community, but the restric- 
tions he had referred to were not meant 
to do any good or prevent any impending 
harm. The Secretary for India was the 
custodian of the rights and privileges of 
the Indian subjects of the Queen, and 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
had a controlling hand over the legislative 
proceedings of the Colonies, and he hoped 
both these powerful Ministers would 
combine to bring about a remedy for the 
erying evil which had been causing so 
much irritation throughout our Indian 
Empire. It was a noble sentiment of the 
ex-Secretary for India, the right hon. 
Member for Wolverhampton, that every 
Member of the House was also “ Member 
for India.” (Cheers.) He implored the 
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House, regardless of Party considerations 
and petty racial feelings, to rise to that 
sentiment, and as Members for India 
see that the Indian subjects of the Queen 
were not deprived of their rightful 
privileges, and subjected to uncalled-for 
degradation and humiliation. A few 
weeks ago his hon. Friend the Member 
for Battersea took objection to the 
employment of Lascars on P. and O, 
steamers. That objection was attributed 
to race distinction, but he was assured 
it was not based on racial prejudices. 
[‘« Hear, hear!”] He was glad of that. 
lf the hon. Member could come with him 
to India he would show him Lascars 
who in physique and skill were the 
equals of the hon. Member himself; and 
even as regards their complexion, many 
of them would not ill compare with the 
milky whiteness and velvet softness of 
his own face. [Cheers and /aughter.} 
As far as loyalty was concerned, a more 
loyal and devoted people than the people 
of India, especially of the class of Lascars, 
there could not be found. Whatever 
distinction of treetment they made, let 
it be on the score of character and 
qualification, but never on the score 
of caste, colour or creed. He _ fer- 
vently hoped once more that the Secre- 
tary of State for India, in conjunction 
with the Secretary for the Colonies, 
would take steps to remove the great 
indignity sought to be imposed upon 
3ritish Indians in South Africa by the 
Natal Legislature refusing them the ele- 
mentary right of every British citizen of 
voting for the candidates. of such Legis- 
lature. In conclusion, he gratefully 
acknowledged the complimentary terms 
in which the Secretary for India had 
referred to the Indian Army. He did 
not believe fora moment that the gallant 
General (Lord Wolseley), to whom 
certain words had been attributed on 
a recent occasion with reference to that 
Army, attached to them the meaning 
applied to them; and the noble Lord 
had done wisely to refer to it in generous 
terms. [“ Hear, hear!”} It was, there- 
fore, due that from his place there he 
should also disown the sentiment which 
was uttered on the same occasion with 
regard to England’s connection with 
India. There was an exclamation used 
to the effect—it could have been but 
an exclamation—that the connection 
of Great Britain had only tended to 
impose a great and material burden 
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upon India, and that India had, at the 
same time, contributed to the glory and 
greatness of England. He should be 
failing in his duty if he did not take 
that opportunity, in the name of the 
people of India, of saying that the 
connection of Great Britain with that 
country had been the instrument of 
conferring manifold benefits upon the 
people of India, and that if India had 
contributed in any sense to the great- 
ness and glory of England, she only 
returned a debt she owed for the many 
blessings she had received, and to that 
return Great Britain was thrice welcome. 
[ Loud cheers. 

*Sr H. HAVELOCK-ALLAN, as 
perhaps the only Member of the House 
who had commanded the native troops of 
the British power in India, entered his 
strongest protest against the construction 
that might possibly be put upon certain 
words which had fallen from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the British Army. 
Nothing was further from that gallant 
Gentleman’s mind than to cast any re- 
flection at all upon the spirit, the cour- 
age, or the loyalty of the native troops 
in India. No graver question could be 


raised than that of the efficiency of the 


Indian Army. He had the honour of 
recollecting the British troops in India 
as far back as 1848, and on and off for 
nearly half-a century, since that time he 
had been associated with them both in 
quarters and in various Fields, and he 
could safely say that, however great their 
efficiency and power might have been in 
former days, there was no period in the 
illustrious and chequered history of the 
Indian troops of the British Empire at 
which they were more efficient and better 
calculated to serve the purpose for 
which they were intended—namely the 
defence of their native country and of 
British interests there—or were more dis- 
ciplined, more zealous or more loyal to the 
core than at the present moment. As to 
the statement that had fallen from Lord 
Wolseley, he had since qualified it by 
stating that there was no more efficient, 
loyal or more splendid troops in the 
whole world than the native troops of 
the British Empire. But he had also said 
that the Indian Army of 120,000 men, 
or thereabouts, was composed of races not 
all of equal martial quality. Those who 
admired them most would be the first to 
admit the truth of such a statement. 


He would undertake to say that, if the! 
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}of any other 
| question of the efficiency of the British 
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opinion of experts such as Sir Henry 
Brackenbury—whose report, dated the 
28th March, on the Indian Army had 
become aState Paper deserving the study 
of every man in that House—NSir Donald 
Stewart, and Lord Roberts—who had 
been Commanders-in-Chief in India— 
had been given before a Commission like 
thaton which Lord Wolseley gaveevidence 
the other day, they would have been 
found to be the first to admit that there 
were great differences both in the martial 
qualities and preparedness for war of the 
various portions of their Indian troops. 
There were 50,000 of them as competent 
to be put in the field, if officered by a 
proper number of Europeans, as were any 
troops in the whole world. Lord 
Wolseley never intended to say that he 
was afraid or would decline to lead these 
50,000 picked troops against any troops 
military Power. This 
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Army in India, under the circumstances 
of the day, was of primary importance. 
He contended that the British Army in 
India was equal to any contingency to 
which it might be exposed, and capable 
of facing any opposing force, if only it had 
a proper number of European oflicers to 
lead the men. That was the great defect iu 
the present system. After the Mutiny it 
was thought right to reconstitute the 
Indian Army. In the belief that a few 
regiments that were called irregular had 
done well with three British officers, the 
great mistake was made of reconsti- 
tuting the whole of the Native Army with 
three British officers per regiment. 
Later on a fourth, a fifth, a sixth, a 
seventh, and an eighth officer were added, 
but the sooner we dissipated the idea 
that the whole of the Army in India was 
properly organised for operations beyond 
the Indian frontier the sooner we would 
arrive at a degree of safety which would 
prevent war. The Native troops were 
now organised on what he would call a 
totally inefficient system. The system of 
three linked battalions was an excellent 
one as long as each battalion had from 20 
to 24 British officers. Was it credible to 
anyone who had studied the organisations 
of the great military Powers of Europe 
that there were only seven or eight British 
officers to each Indian native battalion, 
and that of the three battalions linked 
together, and there were 40 or 50 of them, 
the theory was that the one battalion that 
was to be put into the field was to take 





795 East India {COMMONS} 796 


with it the 29 officers or so that belonged | favourable view of the utterances of Lord 
to the three battalions? He could only | Wolseley should make great allowance for 


characterise this as a ‘‘fatal’’ system. |, man in his position, and who had 
Everyone recollected the disaster that) .1.... desired to do that which f 
occurred to a portion of the ina. eee 
Army in 1879 at Maiwand when it was | the benefit of his country. They might 
opposed to an Afghan enemy with a|deplore that the utterances were made 
great preponderance of artillery. The |on an unfit occasion, and perhaps in an 
defect of which he was speaking was then | unfit way, but a great basis of serious 
displayed in a striking way. Two | truth underlaid what Lord Wolseley said. 


Native regiments had only 10 British} He therefore entreated the noble Lord 
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officers between them, and in the course 
of the action five of those officers were 
killed or wounded, and the whole force 
crumbled up like a rotten stick. The 
brigade, under General Burroughs, was 
defeated, and had to retreat for nearly 
60 miles simply because the Native por- 
tion was not officered as it ought to have 
been. He did not wish to say anything 
to the detriment of the Native troops on 
that occasion. The lst Bombay Grena- 
diers, a regiment with a record of a 
140 years, fought gallantly and died 
side by side with their British comrades, 
but he did hope we would derive 
some instruction from that disaster. 
This was a question the magnitude 
of which could not be overrated. The 
taxpayers of Great Britain and the 
taxpayers of India—the most heavily 
taxed people in the world—had a right 


to know whether the money extracted | 


from them for the support of their military 
power was rightly expended, so that 
when the occasion arose the soldiers they 
furnished would be so organised as to 
maintain the defence of their country in 
a proper way. He implored the Secre- 
tary of State for India to take advantage 
of the interest that had been excited by 
the somewhat misunderstood expression 
of Lord Wolseley to initiate a complete 
and searching Inquiry as to whether the 
Native Army in India as now officered by 
British officers was efficient for its 
purpose or not. The time might not be 
far distant when it might be as 
important to this country that every 
portion of our Native Army should be as 
efficient for the purpose of the defence of 
the frontiers of India as the very pick of 
the troops of whom Lord Wolseley spoke. 
A great responsibility rested upon Lord 
Wolseley. Though Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Army, he was incidentally 
responsible for the Army of India, and 
therefore Members of the House who 
were inclined to take a somewhat un- 
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| the Secretary of State for India to insti- 
| tute an Inquiry at once as to whether the 
| Native Army in India was, as to its pro- 
|portion of British officers, in a secure 
| position. A Commission, presided over 
\by Lord Welby, had sat to inquire into 
the question of the apportionment of the 
military charges between India and 
England. He advised the Leader of the 
| House to let no time elapse before recon- 
|stituting that Commission and enlarging 
|its scope, so that it could go into the 
| particular point he had now raised. He 
| himself had served the Queen for half a 
‘century and felt that, at the close of his 
|career, he could do no greater service 
| than to raise this great question. 

| Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE (Burnley) 
'said that earlier in the evening he gave 
‘his support in a limited way to the 
| Motion of his hon. Friend (Sir W. 
Wedderburn). Year after year they 
had pressed on successive Governments 
the necessity of providing occasions 
when Indian topics might receive 
adequate attention. The question to 
which he desired to draw the attention 
of the House was one of great importance 
to both England and India, and was of 
too large a character to enter into fully. 
He referred to the question of the cotton 
duties, and he wished to allude to it 
briefly for one purpose only. The noble 
Lord had briefly referred to the duties in 
the lucid statement he had made touch- 
ing the finances of India, and pointed 
out that the modifications he had been 
able to introduce into the scheme 
originally accepted by the right hon. 
Member for Wolverhampton had, at all 
events, produced this desirable result— 
that there was now an equitable system 
in existence as between the Indian and 
the English manufacturers. While he 
cordially acknowledged the good effect 
of those modifications, he would, on the 
other hand, ask the noble Lord to 
leone that in former days he had 
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expressed the opinion that those import! Tar FIRST LORD or tus TREA- 
duties, in whatever sense they might be| SURY thought it was desirable that he 
regarded, were detrimental to trade, should now make an appeal to the House 
and that he had declared that they ought | to go into Committee. They had had a 
to be repealed whenever the finances of | very interesting discussion, to which the 
India would enable it to be done.|hon. and gallant Member for Durham 
(‘‘Hear, hear!’’} That declaration |and the hon. Member for Bethnal Green 
applied with as much force to the ques-|had made very important contributions 
tion to-day as it did when it was made, |—{cheers|—but that discussion had now 
and therefore he hoped that the noble run its natural course, and he trusted 
Lord had not forgotten it. He was) the House would at once go into Com- 
willing to admit that the present moment | mittee, when any financial point might 


might not be the most opportune for | 
raising the subject again, and that it | 
might be well to give time for the recent | 
changes in respect to the duties to settle. 
But he was anxious, nevertheless, that 
the subject should be kept in mind. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] A few months ago 
they were told that great agitation 
existed in India, and that the manufac- 
turers and people of India were protest- | 
ing against the changes introduced by 
the noble Lord; but, after all, very 
little had been heard of this great agita- 
tion. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] They were 
told that the Indian people were ready 
even to boycott Lancashire cloth and to 
adopt the most extreme measures of 


opposition, but no such thing had yet 
taken place, and he did not believe it 


was in prospect. He repeated that 
having regard to the fiscal changes just 
made in India, and to the fact that the 
silver question must be one of consider- 
able anxiety to the people of India, 
remembering what was taking place in 
America, the present time might not be 
the best to raise the subject again. 
Therefore all he would ask the noble 
Lord to do was to bear in mind the fact 
that] the question of the Indian Cotton 
Duties had not been absolutely settled, 
and that when a good opportunity 
occurred it would be re-opened. [ ‘‘ Hear, 
hear!’’| The rate of exchange at 
present, perhaps, was too precarious to 
enter upon the matter, but if next year 
the silver question was settled in 
America, and there was any prospect of 
the same stability in the course of 
exchange, he hoped and believed those 
hon. Members who represented Lanca- 
shire would take an early opportunity of 
again raising the whole matter. It was 
not a party question—{ ‘‘ hear, hear !”’ 
—and it was one in which the interests 
of the people of India and those of 
British commerce were alike concerned. 





[‘‘ Hear, hear !’’ | 


] 


be raised. 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Considered in Committee, — 


{[Mr. J. W. Lowtner, Cuatrman of 
Ways and Means, in the Chair. | 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER said he had 
to congratulate the noble Lord on the 
satisfactory statement he had made to 
the House. He would not say that he 
entertained any feeling of envy towards 
him in respect to his position when he 
recollected how he had himself to be 
content with an increasing expenditure, 
a falling revenue, and a falling exchange, 
but at all events he could not help look- 
ing with some feeling of jealous pleasure 
at the statement the noble Lord had 
been able to make—that although there 
was an increasing expenditure yet that 
there was an increasing revenue, and 
that a balance on the right side had been 
carefully maintained, and that the rate 
of exchange had improved from 1s. 1d. 
when he was in office to 1s. 2d. since the 
present financial year commenced. If 
that fortunate state of things continued 
it would certainly have a material effect 
on the finances of India. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’| He had always maintained, 
as the noble Lord had done on that 
occasion, that the true secret of our 
financial difficulties in India was the 
difficulty of exchange, and that the great 
increase in net Indian expenditure was 
attributable, in the main, to the enor- 
mous loss sustained on exchange. The 
loss upon exchange during the last few 
years was given by the noble Lord in his 
explanatory statement, which showed 


]|that while in 1882 the total charge for 


exchange was Rx. 2,000,000, in 1892 
it was Rx. 7,000,000, and in 1896 it 
was Rx. 13,500,000. This was the real 
trouble they had to face, and he hoped 
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held out might be realised. He had 
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that, whereas the debt in India was 
Rx. 123,000,000, the assets against that 
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been much gratified to hear that the | debt in India were Rx. 148, 000,000. 


frontier difficulties were coming to an 
end. Our anxiety had been owing not 
so much to aggressive action on the» part 
of our neighbours in India as to the 
difficulty of ascertaining and _ settling 
what were the true frontier boundaries 
with neighbouring States, and he was 
glad that a similar policy to that pursued 
with regard to the settlement of the 
boundaries of the Pamirs was being 
pursued by the present Government in 
those important matters. It was true 
that the subject in which perhaps he 
took the greatest interest when he was 
in office was that of the extension of 
railways in India, and he was very 
pleased to note the advance which the 
noble Lord had made in this work 
during the present year. Owing to the 
financial difficulties created by the loss 
on exchange the work of railway exten- 
sion was suspended to a great extent in 
1890, and in 1892 and 1893 it reached 
its lowest ebb. Therefore, it was very 
satisfactory to learn that the noble Lord 
had been able to provide by various 
means upwards of Rx. 12,000,000 for 


expenditure on the work this year— 


[‘‘hear, hear !’’|—for nothing could 
tend to promote prosperity in India 
more than a large railway expenditure. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] In the last three 
years the percentage of net receipts on 
capital cost. had increased from 5} in 
1893 to nearly 6 per cent. in 1895 ; the 
number of passengers had increased in 
the same period from 135 millions to 
152 millions, and the amount of mer- 
chandise conveyed on the Indian railways 
had increased from 28,000,000 to 
32,000,000 tons. Therefore this in- 
creased railway expenditure was a wise 
one because it was successful. He hoped 
the noble Lord would continue to pursue 
this policy, and in doing so he would 
confer a great boon on the people of 
India. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] <A point on 
which the noble Lord did not touch, and 
one to which he wished to refer, was the 
debt of India. The Indian debt was 
Rx. 122,000,000, and the sterling debt 
was £115,000,000. But that was not 
all the truth of the case, and he wished 
to call the attention of the Committee 
to page 23 of the Memorandum of the 
noble Lord, in which, taking the figures 
down to March 31, 1896, it was shown 


Sir Tenry Fowler, 





| Therefore, they had an actual excess of 
assets over liabilities of 254 millions. 
The debt of India was like the debt 
of a municipality in England, who in- 
curred a debt to pay for a gas works or 
to construct a water works or any other 
reproductive works; and of all repro- 
ductive expenditure in India, that on 
railways and irrigation was certainly the 
most satisfactory. “Hear, hear!”] 
The rupee debt of India was 123 
million tens of rupees. Against that, 
in railways constructed by the State, 
in irrigation works, in loans to corpora- 
tions, and in cash balances there was a 
set-off of 148 millions; showing that, so 
far as India was concerned, there was 
a balance to the good of 254 millions. 
The sterling debt of India in England was 
£116,000,000, and the charges, advances 
to railway companies, and cash on the 
other side of the account amounted to 
£68,000,000. Therefore, in England 
they had an uncovered debt in excess of 
assets of £47,000,000. If they deducted 
25 millions from £47,000,000, the House 
would get at what was the real debt of 
India. He knew of no other country of 
similar magnitude where the real debt 
was of the smallness of the real debt of 
India. There was another point with re- 
ference to the taxation of India. He 
agreed with the noble Lord that the sources 
of Indian taxation were limited. He did 
not see that there were many other 
sources from which he could draw, and 
that, of course, had a proper restraining 
effect on Indian taxation. He also 
agreed with the noble Lord that there 
was one tax which he ventured to think 
had the first claim upon the Secretary of 
State and upon the India Council, and 
he was sure would have the first claim 
on the Legislative Council in Calcutta 
whenever there should be a surplus. 
That was the Salt Tax. [“ Hear, hear! a 
The Salt Tax was raised in a special 
emergency a few years ago. It was 
raised to a very high percentage, and, 
like the Income Tax in England, it was 
a tax which could be raised more readily 
than any other tax. In a time of, he 
would not say peace, but of tranquility 
and of prosperity, he was satisfied it was 
to the interest of the Indian Exchequer, 
as well as to the interest of the taxpayer 
of India, that that tax should be at as 
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low a figure as it reasonably could be. | 
They were told that India was such a' 
heavily-taxed nation. He did not deny 
the poverty of the Indian people, and he 
did not deny that the burden of taxation | 
was heavy. At the same time, it was | 
always well they should know what the 
exactfigures were. The burdenof taxation, 
according to the Secretary of State’s own 
statement, was, putting it into English 
money, 2s. 54d. per head in 1895; 
2s. 63d. in 1896; and for 1897 he 
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2s. 

estimated it at 2s. 6$d. In this calcula- 
tion he was taking the rupee as worth | 
2s. The taxation of England was on a} 
very different scale. In England the| 
taxation per head was £2 11s. 8d. ; in 
Scotland, £2 8s. ld.; and in Ireland, 
£1 12s. 5d. Those were, no doubt, very 
wealthy countries compared with India, 
but nevertheless there was a very great 
diflerence between 2s. 5}d. and the 
figures he had just given. Again, the 
noble Lord reminded them of what would 
happen if the British Government of 
India was superseded by another Govern- 
ment. He ventured to say there would 
be an enormous increase in the burden 
of taxation. [Cheers.| When he heard 
the economy of the British rule impugned 
and the expenditure of the British Gov- 
ernment styled extravagant, he should 
like the House to contrast the British 
expenditure in Madras with the expendi- 
ture of the Government of Mysore, which 
was a native Government, one of the best 
native Governments, a Government of 
great ability, of great enterprise, and of 
great public spirit. He had not the 
figures before him, but hon. Gentlemen 
would perhaps take it from him as 
correct, that the expenditure per head 
in Mysore was greater than it was 
in Madras. He simply made that 
remark, not as in any way casting the 
slightest reflection on the expenditure of 
Mysore, which he believed to be wise 
and just, but as some indication of the 
nature of the charges which were spread 
broadcast with reference to the expendi- 
ture of the Indian Government. He 
thought the Secretary of State would 
have to contemplate an increase in 
internal expenditure in India. As time 
went on, and as the wise demands of 
Indian civilisation increased, he was 
satisfied that in all those social, sanitary, 
educational, and other means of expendi- 
ture on which this country and their 





colonies prided themselves, and which 
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were most. happily increasing in India, 
he was satisfied the Secretary of State 
would have to increase his outlay. He 
hoped the House would pardon him if 
he said a word upon a matter in which 
he had a personal interest, and on which 
he had been criticised most severely, and 
on which his mouth had been closed— 
namely, the Cotton Duties, and if he also 
expressed his own opinion as to what was 
the best mode of carrying out that policy 
on which the noble Lord and himself, he 
thought he might say, had been agreed. 
Nobody, he thought, would contradict 
the statement that from the very first he 
always maintained his determination to 
remove any just complaints that this 
country could have against these duties, 
so far as they were protective. The 
basis of his policy was that there should 
be no protection. It was admitted 
eventually, and he was himself convinced, 
that there was to a slight extent an 
element of protection in the duties. 
The Lancashire people contended that 
exempting local yarns under 20’s from 
excise was unfair to them, and that to 
tax the cloth at its finished value, whereas 
the excise duty was only upon yarn value, 
was also unfair as favouring the local 
production. He thought the contentions 
were greatly exaggerated, but as far as 
the principle was concerned the com- 
plaint as to the inequality of the duties 
on piece goods was made out. He 
thought the Government of India and 
the noble Lord and his Council at home 
were quite right in recognising it. But 
the question arose—What was the best 
mode of removing that protection? And 
there, perhaps, he was rather disposed to 
part company with the noble Lord. The 
ablest document he had seen in the 
Blue-book upon the question was the 
memorandum of Mr. Campbell, Collector 
of Land Revenues and Customs at Bom- 
bay to the Government of Bombay, and 
and it was fair and just to that dis- 
tinguished officer to call the attention of 
the House to the great ability with 
which he dealt with the whole case, and 
although he himself was unable to concur 
in the conclusion at which Mr. Campbell 
arrived, he was not surprised that the 
noble Lord and the Government of India 
had looked at that conclusion with favour 
and had practically accepted it. Now, 
Mr. Campbell pointed out that there were 
three courses open to the Government, 
and those three courses were—(1) to tax 
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all cloth and yarns at finished values ; (2) 
to tax all yarns over 20’s and all goods 
containing such yarns and to exempt all 
cloth and yarns of 20’s and under; and 
(3) to tax all woven goods and exempt 
all yarns. Now, the collector at Bombay 
stated that, in his opinion, the only 
practical alternative was to tax all cloth 
and exempt all yarns, and that was the 
view which the Secretary of State had 
taken. Before the matter came to 
the consideration of the Legislature in 
Calcutta the Bombay Government were 
consulted. That Government, represent- 
ing as they did a portion of India con- 
taining the largest Indian manufacturing 
interests, were entitled to speak with 
some weight upon the question. The 
Bombay Government, in a letter 
addressed by them in January last to the 
Government of India, said there were 
two schemes put forward—namely, that 
of the Bombay millowners, which was 
to exempt all imported yarns of 20’s and 
under, and all cloths made from such 
yarns, and to put them on the same 
footing as similar local produce, and that 
the excise should be imposed on the 
market value of all Indian cloth made 
from yarns over 20’s. That no doubt 
removed all protection. The proposal of 
the collector of land revenue was that all 
yarns should be exempt, and that all 
cloth should be taxed at its market 
value. Mr. Campbell raised the point 
which had great weight, if he might say 
so, with the noble Lord—namely, the 
difficulty of the dividing line at 20's. 
There was one other difficulty connected 
with this scheme which he should like to 
notice in passing, which was this, that 
if you levy a tax exclusively upon woven 
goods you leave out a very large class of 
native produce which was made in hand- 
looms. Under the scheme which the 
late Government sanctioned the tax was 
levied on yarn, and, therefore, before 
ever it reached the hand-loom weaver it 
had paid the duty, but, of course, if 
yarns were exempt from duty that 
industry remained unchecked. What 
the Bombay Government said was this: 


“The fourth objection is, in the opinion of his 
Excellency in Council, of considerable import- 
ance. There are hereditary, skilled, and 
generally well-to-do weavers throughout the 
country who will be materially aided in their 
competition with the mills by a tax on the cloth 
produced in the mills from which they are 

xempt.” 


Sir Henry Fowler. 
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That question was very fully discussed. 
It was discussed at Madras and Cawnpur, 
where this industry was, perhaps, more 
extensive than in any other part of 
India, and the Cotton Chamber at 
Cawnpur said, 
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“This Chamber’s views coincide with those 
expressed ”’ (at Bombay). ‘“ Within the last five 
years two mills at Cawnpur have had to dis- 
continue the weaving of cloth and stop their 
looms because of their inability to compete with 
hand-woven clcths.”’ 


Two-thirds of the cotton cloth production 
in India was from handlooms and one- 
third from powerlooms, and the impend- 
ing legislation proposed to penalise the 
weaker industry. That view was re- 
peated in a variety of other documents 
in the Blue-book. He had no idea until 
he saw these figures that between 
6,000,000 and 7,000,000 persons in India 
were dependent on the handloom indus- 
try ; and, of course, whether right or 
wrong, they must not overlook the fact 
that a large industry in India which 
must compete, he thought, with Lanca- 
shire and with the powerloom mills in 
India, was exempt from taxation alto- 
gether. There was another point raised 
by the Government of Bombay to which 
some importance should be attached. It 
was the serious objection to the taxation 
of cloths used by the poorer class of con- 
sumers. The difficulty of the dividing 
line was, of course, a question for experts, 
and he felt great hesitation in expressing 
an opinion upon it; but he could not 
shut his eyes to the fact that the illus- 
tration which the noble Lord gave as to 
the marvellous conversion of duty-payable 
into duty-free cloths which took place in 
1878 and 1880 had been dealt with very 
fully by the Bombay authorities. He 
thought that the objections with refer- 
ence to the dividing line were not so 
strong as were objections to taxing the 
coarser cloths; and, balancing the two 
together, he said with hesitation, and with 
the knowledge of the opinions of the 
Governments of Bombay and Madras 
and the various chambers of commerce 
in India, that his own preference would 
have been to exempt from duty all yarns 
below 20’s and all cloths made from 
yarns below 20’s, and to have levied a 
tax on everything above 20’s. He 
thought that this would have removed 
all element of protection. He admitted 
that Sir James Westland did not agree 
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with that view ; but there was one point | was largely engaged in manufactures for 
which they should not forget in this con- the Indian market, but a complete change 


troversy and which he should like to | 00k place in the making of these goods, 


. |in consequence of the change of duties. 
on eres = eoadleenarcetigstaies atom, |The right hon. Gentleman opposite might 
to Lancashire and Bombay as well. Sir | rely upon it that, if the plan he favoured 


James Westland said it would be seen | was carried out, and there was again a 
that he had throughout dealt with this | differentiation, Lancashire would once 
question on the assumption that the tax, more find means of evading the tax. 
whatever it was, fell on and was paid by) *Mr. BHOWNAGGREE suggested 
the Indian consumer; much of the | that substitute would be a better word 
language held in Manchester would seem | than evade. 

to indicate a belief that the tax fell on| *Cotonen MELLOR said he would 
the producer. But Sir James could |avail himself of the: word substitute. 
hardly believe that this view was) Reference had been made to the protec- 
seriously accepted by Manchester mer-| tion which the present arrangement 
chants, and he was quite sure that two) afforded the handloom weavers of India. 
years ago they would have rejected it as| He, for one, thought that Lancashire 
an economic heresy ; this tax was paid, | weavers had nothing to fear from that 
as all Customs and excise taxes were paid, | protection. They did not believe that 
by the consumer sooner or later. It had|handloom productions could for any 
been with great reluctance that he had| lengthened period compete with power- 
been compelled by public considerations |loom productions. At one time there 
to take up the question, but they|was an enormous production in Lanca- 
ovght not to overrate and add to|shire of hand-loom calico, but it had 
difficulties which did not really exist.| been displaced by power-loom calico. 
His object was to make the burden on| Hand-loom silk weaving had also almost 
the Indian consumer as light as possible. | entirely given way to power-loom weaving, 
If the Indian consumer bought Man-|and he believed the same process would 
chester cloth, he had to pay the Excise|come about in time with regard to 
duty. His policy was that the poor con-| the Indian products. But if it did not, 
sumer, who wore the coarser cloth, should | who would be benefited? The poorest 
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not pay the duty. The yarns from 
which his clothing was spun were subject 
neither to customs nor excise. The 
decision at which the noble Lord had 
arrived, by alleging the impossibility of 
laying down a dividing line, had thrown 
this tax on all classes of the Indian 
people. 

*CoLonEL MELLOR (Lancashire, Rad- 
cliffe) felt bound to say a few words after 
the statement of the right hon. Gentle- 
man opposite. He thought he might speak 
with some authority on the matter from 
his long experience of the textile industry. 
He thanked the noble Lord, on behalf of 
all Lancashire, employers and employed, 
for the steps taken with regard to the 
import duties. The noble Lord was un- 
doubtedly placed in a very difficult 
position, and he faced it in a perfectly 
straightforward manner. He showed'a 
grasp of technical points which certainly 
surprised a great many people in Lanca- 
shire, and he could not have come to a 
wiser, sounder, and juster decision. As 
to the difficulty of differentiating between 
coarse and fine cloths, he might state 
that in 1878, 1879, and 1880 his firm 
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people on earth, to whom they did not 


begrudge the advantage. He believed 
these people made very little cloth for 
the bazaars, and he, for one, would be 
glad if they derived some little advantage 
from the change. He agreed that the 
first tax to be removed in India was 
the Salt Tax, but when a suitable 
time did come they hoped and believed 
the noble Lord would remove as early as 
possible these duties altogether—at a 
time when it would be alike advan- 
tageous to the finances of India, to 
the people and manufacturers of India, 
and to the manufacturers and opera- 
tives of Lancashire. The people of Lan- 
cashire had been accused of selfishness, 
but he was sure they did not wish to do 
anything to injure the people of India. 
After all, the 7,000,000 of hand-loom 
weavers of India were a small propor- 
tion of the 270,000,000 in India, and if 
they derived any comfort in their miser- 
able lives from the slight protection 
these duties gave them, by all means 
let them have it. He thanked the noble 
Lord sincerely for what he had done 
in this matter. 
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*Sir W. WEDDERBURN thought 
the noble Lord was quite entitled to 
congratulation on the Budget he had 
been able to submit, but at the same 
time he thought that although the 
surplus that was shown was very satis- 
factory for the Treasury, there were 
certain figures in the account which 
showed that the condition of affairs was 
not so satisfactory for the Indian tax- 
payer. He would specially draw the 
noble Lord’s attention to the peculiar 
use of two words in these accounts— 
namely, improvement and deterioration. 
These two words were used solely from 
the point of view of the interests of the 
Treasury. They were used in a sense 
exactly contrary to the sense in which 
they would be used if applied to the 
financial position of India. Under the 
head of improvement was shown new 
taxation. New taxation did not improve 
the financial position of India. It 
showed a deterioration in the condition 
of the people. If he drew his savings 


out of the bank and put them into 
current expenditure, that was not an 
improvement in his financial position. 
Similarly if a shop-keeper took money 


out of his strong box and put it into his 
till, that was deterioration, not improve- 
ment. Therefore, it was because these 
accounts looked only to the interests of 
the Treasury and not to those of the 
taxpayer, that he contended that in 
many respects they produced a false 
impression. He could not, therefore, 
accept the comparison made in these 
statements and he would instead give a 
comparison between two years including 
a space of 12 years, which would enable 
the House to see whether the condition 
of India was improving or not. When 
the year 1894-5 was compared with the 
year 1896-7, it would be found that the 
natural increase of revenue from the 
development of resources was about 
Rx.9,000,000, and the saving in the 
commercial service debt Rx.1,000,000, 
making a total improvement of 
Rx.10,000,000. With regard to de- 
terioration, he found an increase in the 
land revenue fromenhanced assessments of 
Rx.500,000, new taxation Rx.6,000,000, 
loss of opium revenue Rx.1,500,000, 
increase in civil services Rx 7,500,000, 
increase in military services Rx.8,500,000, 
reduction in Famine Grant Rx.1,000,000, 
making a _ total deterioration of 
Rx.25,000,000, or after deducting 
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Rx.10,000,000 for improvements, a net 
deterioration in 12 yearsof Rx.15,000,000. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for Wolverhampton had laid great stress 
upon the question of exchange, but as 
regarded the present rate of exchange, 
so far from its being a burden now, there 
was actually an increase of Rx.1,500,000, 
so that that bugbear of exchange would 
no longer be put forward and they might 
look much more to the constant increase 
in civil and military expenditure. He 
thanked the hon. Gentleman the Member 
for the Radcliffe Division of Lancashire 
for what he had said about the Salt Tax 
and the willingness of the people of 
Lancashire to see the needs of the great 
masses of the people relieved before the 
question of Import Duties was touched. 
He recognised that feeling gratefully, 
and he only trusted that by careful 
economy, not only the Salt Tax might 
be reduced, but the Import Duties 
entirely abolished. He might mention 
to the noble Lord the Secretary of State 
that the figures he had given were 
given according to the way in which 
they were used in a very interesting 
article in the Daily Chronicle that 
morning, and the statements there 
were in accordance with the mode 
of reckoning the expenditure and 
revenue which had been often placed 
before the India Office by the British Com- 
mittee of the Indian National Congress. 

Mr. KENYON (Bury, Lancashire) 
said that the complaint of the people of 
Lancashire against Indian Cotton Duties 
had always been that they were levied 
with injustice. He thought that the 
people of Lancashire had good reason to 
complain of the manner in which the 
right hon..Gentleman the Member for 
Wolverhampton had treated a deputation 
from them, which had waited upon him 
last year. The language of the right 
hon. Gentleman had rather rankled in 
the minds of the Lancashire people ever 
since. It was contended that duties of 
this kind were always paid by the con- 
sumer, but when the duties were unjustly 
levied, the producers always suffered by 
it. The right hon. Gentleman the Mem- 
ber for Wolverhampton had referred to 
the report of Mr. Campbell, Collector 
of Customs, Bombay, in which he said 
that— 

“There is more weight, at least in theory and 


in possibility, in certain of the objections taken 
by Manchester to the existing excise arrange- 
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ments than either the Millowners Association 
or the Chamber of Commerce admit.’’ 
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He went on to say— 


“That the difficulties in working the pro- 
posed exemption of yarns and cloth of 20’s and 
under, and still more in taxing both yarn and 
cloth of 20’s and over, are so grave as to make 
the proposal to tax cloth and exempt yarn the 
only practical solution of the question.” 

He further said :— 


“ Reduction from 5 to 3} per cent. takes from 

the objections all or nearly all of their practical 
significance.” 
In a Report from Upper India Chamber 
of Commerce, Cawnpore, there was a re- 
mark that bore very importantly upon 
the question of the supremacy of British 
Government. The Report stated :— 

“ And in finish and dye India cannot at pre- 
sent produce as good drill as England, but the 
difficulties are gradually lessening, and the 
moment Indian weavers and dyers attain the 
necessary skill, English drills must cease to be 
imported.” ¢ 
The great authority on this question, and 
the most powerful movers in opposition 
to English goods, were the Bombay Mill- 
owners Association. They said that, if 
the Government were willing, both the 
English and the Indian manufacturers 
: duties 
abolished. They alleged that the Indian 
industry was penalised on stores, and 
lastly, and most important of all, that 
there must be decided protection given 
to handlooms. A _ better authority 
than, he thought, almost anyone in that 
House, was the Ahmedabad Millowners 
Association. Then there was another 
witness as regarded the handloom 
weavers, Mr. Playfair, who thought 
that if it were possible to extend help to 
this class, it would be but assisting a 
section of the community which had 
suffered much by the introduction of 
powerloom manufactures—a relief which 
should not be grudged. The hon. Babu 
Mohiny Mohun Roy thought that this 
change was not likely to affect the in- 


would be glad to have the 
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on the Indian revenues. [Laughter. | 
He thought that, as all the Lancashire 
Members were in a congratulatory mood, 
he would take the liberty of offering his 
congratulations also to the noble Lord on 
the satisfactory basis upon which he had 
for the present settled the vexed ques 
tion of the Indian Cotton Duties. The 
noble Lord had no doubt found this to 
be a vexed question during the late 
election last year. It had then been a 
very vexed question in Lancashire. 
[Laughter.| He desired to ask the noble 
Lord whether the full amount authorised 
to be expended upon railways in India 
had been expended in the last financial 
year. If that was not the case, he hoped 
that the full amount would be expended 
in future, because his constituents at- 
tached the greatest importance to the 
full development of railways in India 
for opening up the trade of the country. 
He hoped, also, that the noble Lord 
would do al] that was possible in pushing 
forward the construction in India of the 
railway mileage which had been sanc- 
tioned, but not yet completed. 

Mr. COHEN complained of the way 
in which the Government advertised the 
sale of Indian Bills, and stated that it 
enabled those who wished to do so to 
take advantage of the Indian exchequer. 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON, who 
was very imperfectly heard, said the 
general discussion had been so friendly 
that he had very little to answer. In 
regard to the question raised by his hon. 
Friend who had just spoken, he was 
assured by his official advisers that the 
system was as good a one as could be 
devised, and one of the highest banking 
authorities in the United Kingdom had 
also assured him that that was the case. 
As to railways, it was intended that all 
| the money voted for railways should for 
| the next few years be spent, and not only 
this year, but the same rate of expendi- 
|ture would be maintained. The com- 





terests of cotton mills to such an extent plicated but important matter to which 
as to render it objectionable. He) the hon. Member for Bethnal Green had 
thought the House would be satisfied called attention was one to which the 
that this arrangement of the noble Lord | Indian Government were giving great 
would not do any harm, and he was quite attention. The change urged would 
certain that the course he had taken in| involve great expenditure, but gradually 
reducing the duty was far more equitable | the Indian Government were working in 
than the arrangement they had before. | that direction. As to the tariff which 

*Mr. J. F. OSWALD (Oldham) said, | he had substituted for that of the right 
as one of the Members representing) hon. Member for Wolverhampton in 
Lancashire, he had sat out this interest- | respect of the cotton duties, he did not 
ing, animated, and exhilarating Debate' think there would ever be peace on the 
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question as long as there were differential | 
duties. He reached his conclusions after 
consultation with the best authorities in 
this country, and, curiously enough, Sir 
J. Westland, in India, arrived at just 
the same conclusion. Various suggestions 
had been made to secure economy. The} 
Indian Government were doing their! 
work well in controlling expenditure, 
and while they were doing that, the 
wisest thing which the House of Com- 
mons could do was to leave them alone. 
[ Cheers. | ; 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolved, — 


That it appears, by the Accounts laid before 
this House, that the Total Revenue of India for | 
the year ending the 3lst day of March 1895 
was Rx.95,187,429; that the Total Expendi- 
ture in India and in England charged against 
the Revenue was Rx.94,494,319; that there was 
a Surplus of Revenue over Expenditure of 
Rx.693,110; and that the Capital Outlay on 
Railways and Irrigation Works not charged 
against Revenue was Rx.4,446,231. — (The 
Secretary of State for India.) 


Resolution to be reported. 





LAND LAW (IRELAND) BILL. 
*Mr. SPEAKER announeed that a 
message had been received from the 
Lords that they had agreed to the Com- 
mons’ Amendments to the Land Law 
(Ireland) Bill, with Amendments. 


Motion, Tha: the said Amendments be 
considered, agreed to. 

Amendment in Clause 1, page 2, line 
27, to leave out “this” and _ insert 
“ that,” agreed to amid general laughter. 


On the Lords’ Amendment to the 
provision dealing with the occupation 
right of the occupier in the fixing of a 
fair rent, 

Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) 
opposed the Amendment, contending 
that it deprived the tenants of the rights 
which they enjoyed under the Act of 
1881. [“Oh!”] 

Mr. T. M. HEALY said he had not 
seen the Amendment, nor had he been 
able to attend in the other House to hear 
what had taken place. He was engaged 
in the House of Commons in the dis- 
charge of his duties. No one could deny 
that the House of Lords drew, so to 
speak, the naked sword and brandished it 
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Government had compelled them to 
sheath that sword, which the Lords had 
now abandoned. The original Amend- 
ment was a challenge to the Irish ten- 
ants, and, admitting that the Bill had 
excellent points, he should sacrifice it 
over and over again if the tenant’s 
occupation right was not to be considered 
in the fixing of a fair rent. The Irish 
held the old Gaelic idea that the land- 
lord was a mere rent-charger, and they 
could not give that up. He had seen 
the Amendment adopted in the House of 
Lords, and so far as he could judge it, 
speaking on the spur of the moment, he 
saw nothing in it which damaged the 
immemorial position of the Irish tenants 
that the land belonged to them, and 
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|that the landlords who came in upon 


it were only entitled to a rent-charge. 
The landlords had really been frightened 
by a shadow in this matter of the ten- 
ant’s occupation right. All that was 
claimed for the the tenant was that that 
occupation right should be taken into 
account in the first fixing of a fair rent, 
and not that it should go on reducing 
the landlord’s interest after every 15 
years’ period, when the holding was 
brought into Court again. He should’ 
have been glad had the Government’s 
Amendment to the Lords’ Amendment 
been accepted yesterday, for they would 
have for the first time the occupation 
interest of the tenant recognised by the 
law of England, and a long advance 
would have been made on the weary 
pilgrimage of the Celtic serf to freedom. 
That Amendment would have been 
passed unanimously yesterday, and the 
House would not have got into the 
present tangle, had not the hon. Member 
for Mayo unfortunately interposed when 
it was put from the Chair, and said 
he did not understand. [Ministerial 
laughter.| Unhappily, the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Trinity 
College was in his place also, and he 
having reinforced the arguments of the 
hon. Member for East Mayo against the 
Amendment, the Government had to give 
way, and had to do the best they could 
to retrieve the situation in the House of 
Lords. He rejoiced that the House of 
Lords, with its concentrated wisdom 
coming down from the days of the 
Norman Conquerors, had reduced them- 
selves to the position in which he found 
them with regard to this Amendment, 





in the face of the Irish tenants. The 
Lord George Hamilton. 


because a more harmless one never 
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emanated from that Assembly, or one 
that touched so little the interests of the 
Irish tenant. The Lords had made 
themselves a soft bed to fall upon, and 
they had fallen upon it, drawing their 
ermine round them with the greatest 
grace. [Ministerial laughter.| Ireland 
was an impressionist country, and so 
much depended on the transitory opinion 
of the moment. He had known Judges 
take one view of the law when a Liberal 
Government was in power, and another 
view when a Tory Government was in 
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in fact existed ; and it being stated by 
the Leader of the House that no such 
right existed, it was proper for the House 
of Lords to say whether some Amend- 
ment might not meet their view, which 
would at the same time do no injury to 
the tenants or take away anything they 
had under the existing Acts, and pro- 
tect them in the future from the asser- 
tion of a right which the Leader of the 
House said never existed. That was what 
the Amendment proposed by the Govern- 
ment did. But Mr. Justice Bewley said 


power, and yet they were always re-|the matter had never been decided. 
garded as most eminent, virtuous, and| All the Amendment did was to state in 


respectable. 
law exactly as it found it. Taking the 
case as a whole, he could only say he 
trusted that the example the Govern- 
ment had had of their successful manage- 
ment, though in a limited measure, of 
this thorny and difficult question would 
induce them on some near occasion to 
address themselves to other branches of 
the Irish problem—{ Ministerial laughter | 
—and he could assure them that, as far 
as his humble voice and vote went, 
thanking them as he did heartily for the 
good work they had done on this Bill, 
that if they proceeded as they had done 
in regard to this Bill, and addressed 
themselves to future Measures as they 
had done to this, they would have his 
cordial support and acquiescence. 
|“ Hear, hear !” 

Mr. EDWARD CARSON (Dublin 
University) said he would not follow 
the hon. Member who had just spoken 
into the imaginary historical dissertations 
he had given on the question of occu- 
pation right. He told the House that, 
according to Irish traditions, occupation 
interest had been the immemorial posses- 
sion of the tenants. The amount of 
exaggeration attached to that statement 
might be imagined when the House re- 
collected that, as stated on Wednesday, 
the suggestion of this right was first 
made in 1894, when Mr. Justice Bewley 
was examined before Mr. Morley’s Com- 
mittee on the Irish Land Acts. On 
Wednesday there was a consensus of 
opinion between the Leader of the House 
and himself upon the real meaning of the 
Acts of 1881, and the rights of the 
tenants thereunder, and the Committee 
appointed to draw up the reason for re- 
jecting the Lords’ Amendment said the 
Lords ought not to insist on introducing 
occupation right, because no such right 











The Amendment left the | effect that, if the matter was relied upon 


and regarded in the assessment of the 
rent by the Sub-Commissioners, they 
must put it on the face of the order so 
that it might be tested in the Court of 
Appeal, and they might see whether it 
was a mere myth of the imagination of 
the learned Judge who introduced it to 
the Morley Committee, or whether it was 
a substantial matter. The tenant would 
have all he was entitled to under the 
Act of 1881, and no more; and no one 
ever wished to go back upon that. [‘ Hear, 
hear !”] 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: May I ask the 
right hon. Gentleman why he occupied 
the unusual position of supporting the 
Government Amendment?  [‘ Hear, 
hear !” and laughter. 

Mr. CARSON admitted that it did 
seem rather curious, and he was stating 
the reasons why he found himself 
occupying that somewhat happy position. 
The hon. Member for Louth stated that 
the tenants had now what they always 
had under the Land Acts, but what they 
wished was that they should not have 
something more, which was suggested in 
an indefinite manner, or that if it was 
attempted to give them more there should, 
at all events, be an opportunity of raising 
the question in the highest Court of 
Appeal. [“ Hear, hear!”] This was the 
last time there would be an opportunity, 
of speaking on this Bill, and he only 
wished to say he had to the best of his 
ability opposed the Government in certain 
particulars in which he believed he was 
bound by his pledges to his constituents 
to do so. His efforts had been directed 
to mitigating any evils that might arise 
from the Bill. He admitted that on some 
occasions he did appear to some hon. 
Members to have gone too far. If any- 
thing he had said in the course of the 
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Debates had offended anyone, he re- 
gretted it exceedingly. [‘ Hear, hear ! 4 
He could only say that, while he ha 
had many tussles during the Debates with 
the Chief Secretary, he was _ perfectly 
sure that, as he gave him credit, the right 
hon. Gentleman would also give him 
credit for this—that all they differed 
upon was as to the best method of pro- 
moting what they both had _ seriously 
at heart—namely, the interests of Ireland 
and the maintenance of the Union. 
[ Cheers. | 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork) 
observed that the right hon. and learned 
Gentleman had stated that a Committee 
of the House had placed on record the 
fact that it refused to accept the Lords’ 
Amendments, denying the tenant occu- 
pation right, on the express ground that 
no such right existed. He rose for the 
purpose of giving that statement the 
most absolute contradiction.  [‘ Hear, 
hear!”] There was not one word in the 
Commons’ reasons to bear out such an 
allegation. The reasons stated— 


Land / aw 


“The Commons disagree with the Amendment | 


made by the Lords because (1), after a net fair 
rent has been fixed no deduction can be made 
from it.” 


Nobody ever alleged that the occupation 
rent could be deducted from a net fair 
rent, which meant a fair rent from which 


all deductions had been made. The 


reasons went on— 

“(2) The only deduction allowed by the clause 
from the gross fair rent in order to fix the net 
fair rent is in respect of tenants’ improve- 
ments.” 


That was the position the Irish Members 


had taken up from the beginning to the) 


end of this question. The fair rent was 
the tenant’s right to have a fair rent 
fixed after taking into account such 
occupation right as the law entitled him 
to. When they had fixed the gross fair 
rent on that basis they arrived at the 
net fair rent by deducting from the 
gross the value of the tenant’s improve- 
ments. 
the right hon. Gentleman, with his 
Parliamentary experience, should venture 
to get up and, without the smallest quali- 
fication, say the Committee had placed it 
on record that that House had refused to 
recognise the tenant’s occupation right. 

Mr. CARSON: I say so still. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY: He put 
forward the reasons given by a Committee 
of that House as the charter of the 


Mr. Carson. 


{COMMONS} 


He was certainly amazed that 
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tenants’ rights. That occupation right 
had now got a sanction from that solemn 
declaration of that Committee, coupled 
by the refusal of that House to accept 
the Lords’ Amendment negativing the 
tenants’ occupation right. With that 
declaration he fearlessly left this matter 
to the judgment of the tenants of 
Ireland. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said he had always heard that 
Irishmen were so fond of fighting each 
other. [Opposition cries of “Oh!”| He 
withdrew that expression. They were 
so fond of fighting that, if they could 
not fight the Government, and if they 
could not fight the opposite political 
Party, they got up faction fights of their 
own and fought about anything that no 
one could determine at all. [ Laughter.| 
If that were true he could only say that 
they could not have had a better illustra- 
tion of it than the little fight they had 
seen across the floor of the House on 
this Amendment, because it was quite 
evident that, though the hon. and learned 
Member for Louth made a very interest- 
ing and an amusing attack upon his 
right hon. and learned Friend behind 
him, and, though his right hon. and 
learned Friend behind him made a most 
interesting reply to the hon. and learned 
Member for Louth, they were both in 
absolute agreement that the words intro- 
duced by the Lords left the law of the 
land as it stood at present—T{‘ hear, 
hear ! ”|—and they both thought that a 
mostdesirableconsummation. { Laughter. | 
If that were true—and it was true— 
why should they go on discussing it! 
[Cheers.| They were both agreed that 
| the Amendment carried out what they 
|wanted. In Heaven’s name, therefore, 
let them leave the discussion, too long 
| prolonged, upon that controversial matter 
and let them part in peace and close the 
subject, which had caused too many 
| heart-burnings during the Debates they 

He was glad to 








‘had spent upon it. 
think that, in the last Debate on this 
Bill, they were in perfect agreement. 
The House of Commons agreed with the 
House of Lords; the Gentlemen who 
sat upon the opposite side of the House 
agreed with the Gentlemen who sat on 
his own side of the House; the repre- 
sentative of the tenants agreed with the 
| representatives of the landlords, and at 
list a great peace had descended upon 
the iand. [Loud laughter and cheers.) 
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Amendment agreed to; remaining 
Lords’ Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 


The conclusion of the consideration 
of the Lords’ Amendments was greeted 
with general cheering, and as Mr. Gerald 
Balfour left the House he was warmly 
cheered. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 
On Clause 2,— 


Mr. MAURICE HEALY asked on 
what clause of this Bill the Post Office 
Vote came up ? 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS said he was afraid there was 
nothing to be discussed on this Bill, 
because the Bill only sought to appro- 
priate to a particular subject those grants 
which had already been made by the 
House. The question might perhaps be 
raised on the Third Reading. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Bill reported without Amendment ; 
to be read the Third time To-morrow. 


POOR LAW OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION BILL. 
Order read, for Consideration of the 
Bill, as amended (by the Standing 
Committee). 


Mr. JAMES BAILEY (Newington, 
Walworth) moved “That the Bill as 
amended by the Standing Committee be 
considered.” 


Mr. JOHN BURNS (Battersea) said 
that he ventured to appeal to the Leader 
of the House or to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to abide by the pledges given a 
few days ago with regard to the abandon- 
ment of all Bills that were contentious 
other than Government Bills. He 
appealed, not on frivolous grounds, to 
the Leader of the House with regard to 
this Bill, which he had conscientiously 
opposed for some time. If, when the 
Bill was previously brought forward, 
the House had sat longer on that 
occasion, he believed’ considerable oppo- 
sition might have been brought to bear 
against the Bill. [Cries of ‘‘ No, no ! iv 
He asserted the contrary, for, as he ha 


said, notice had been given of several 
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Amendments. The Bill was a con- 
tentious one in a Parliamentary sense 
and if it was then proceeded with, it 
would, even at that late hour, be 
strenuously opposed. But he hoped the 
Leader of the House, or the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, would not break the 
pledge which was given by the Govern- 
ment. [dn HON. MemBer: ‘* What 
pledge?’’] The pledge given by the 
Leader of the House when he said that 
the Bill would not be proceeded with if 
there was any serious objection raised to 
it. There was serious objection to it— 
[cries of ‘‘ By whom ?’’ and laughter |— 
and in order to give the Government an 
opportunity of replying to what he had 
said, he would move the adjournment of 
the Debate. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS seconded 
the Motion. 

THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said he had had no com- 
munication with his right hon. Friend 
the Leader of the House on the matter, 
but he was bound to say, expressing his 
own opinion, that he did not think the 
contention of the hon. Member was 
reasonable. [Cheers.] It was not yet 
12 o’clock, and, so far as he knew, the 
hon. Member was alone, or almost alone, 
in his opposition to the Bill. [Cheers. ] 
That, surely did not constitute the 
serious opposition contemplated by his 
right hon. Friend, and he did not see 
why the House should not proceed with 
the Bill. [Cheers | 

Mr. J. H. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs) said that undoubtedly the 
House was given to understand a few 
weeks ago that for the remainder of the 
Session no private Bill had the slightest 
chance. The Shop Hours Bill and other 
Bills of importance, in which many 
Members on both sides of the House 
were greatly interested, had been aban- 
doned because opposition was offered to 
them, and because, therefore, they were 
held to be contentious. Yet now, at the 
very end of the Session, the Government 


Superannuation Bill. 


—with the best intentions, no doubt— 


[‘‘ hear, hear !’’|—had evidently made 
a selection of certain Bills with the view 
of passing them if possible. He admitted 
that the present Bill was supported by 
many Members on both sides of the 
House ; at the same time, it was disap- 
proved by several Members, and a por- 
tion of the public. It was not, therefore 
a@ non-contentious Measure, and the 
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Government would have to decide whe- 
ther they would take the responsibility 
of making an invidious selection of Bills 
among hundreds of others of equal im- 
portance, and proceeding with them, in 
face of their recent declaration they 
had made that no Bill would henceforth 
have the slightest chance unless it was 
thoroughly non-contentious. He sub- 
mitted that in those circumstances the 
Government were not justified in pro- 
ceeding with the Bill. [‘‘ Hear, hear !”’ 
and cries of dissent. | 

*Mr. EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
set, S.), who spoke amidst cries of 
‘* Divide,’’ expressed the hope that the 
Government would persist in their inten- 
tion to proceed with the Bill. The Op- 
position represented a very small 
minority—{‘‘ hear, hear !’’ and laugh- 
ter|—and the hon. Member for Kirk- 
caldy was wrong in suggesting that ex- 
ceptional treatment had been accorded 
to this Bill. No other private Bill on 
the Paper had been so far advanced as 
the present one. [Cries of ‘‘ Divide !’’ | 

Mr. HUBERT DUNCOMBE (Cum- 
berland, Egremont) moved, ‘‘ That the 
question be now put.’’ [Cheers and 
laughter. | 

*Mr. SPEAKER declined then to put 
the question. 

*Mr. STRACHEY concluded by ob- 
serving that he believed the Government 
were perfectly justified in proceeding 
with the Bill, seeing that it had been 
considered by a Standing Committee, and 
its object being generally approved by 
the House, and being of a non-Party 
character. 

Motion negatived ; Bill considered. 

Amendments, moved by the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Local Govern- 
ment Board, agreed to. 

Bill read the Third time, and passed. 


Sitting of the House 


LAW AGENTS (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Order read for resuming adjourned 
Debate on Question proposed (10th 
August), ‘‘That the Bill be now read 
the Third time.’’ 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read the Third time, and passed. 





PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) BILL. 

Lords ’ Amendments to be considered 
forthwith. 

Considered and agreed to. 


Mr. J. H. Dalziel. 


{COMMONS} 








(4th August). 
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SITTING OF THE HOUSE 
(14th AUGUST). 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said he understood that, in 
order to complete their labours to-mor- 
row, it would be convenient that the 

House should meet at 11 o’ clock. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked if there 
would be any business except the Appro- 
priation Bill. 

Toe FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY said the only business besides 
the Appropriation Bill would be the 
Resolutions on the Standing Orders in 
the name of his right hon. Friend the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which, he 
said, he would not press through the 
House if they were seriously opposed. 
There was also the Resolution which he 
had ordered to be put down on the Paper 
to-night, and which, he thought, corre- 
sponded to one already moved in the 
House of Lords, and which he thought 
would be welcomed by the House in 
general. The point of it was that they 
should be permitted to get their own 
Blue-books during the vacation. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Will there be 
any private business for to-morrow ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY : Oh, no. 

Mr. LEWIS: What about questions 
to Ministers ? 

THE FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY : Questions will be answered at 
11. My right hon. Friend, the Chief 
Secretary, and possibly other Ministers, 
may not be able to get the information 
by 11, but I have some questions which 
I mean to answer, and perhaps any 
Minister who cannot answer any question 
by eleven o’clock will endeavour to com- 
municate any information that is desired. 

Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS: At 
what hour will the prorogation take 
place ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: I think about seven. I hope 
so. 

Resolved, that this House do meet 
this day, at Eleven of the clock in the 
morning.—( The Chancellor of the Eax- 
chequer.) 

Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 20th day of July 
last, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House 
without Question put. 


House Adjourned at Ten minutes 
after Twelve o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, 14th August 1896. 


JUDICIAL BUSINESS. 

Ordered, That this House do meet on 
Thursday the 12th day of November 
next at Eleven o’clock for the purpose 
of hearing and determining Appeals and 
matters connected therewith, pursuant to 
the provisions of the ‘“ Appellate 
Jurisdiction Act, 1876”; and that 
during such meeting of the House leave 
be given to the Appeal Committee to 
meet. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 


Brought from the Commons, and 
Read 1°, 


ROYAL PATRIOTIC FUND, 
Reports, etc., of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons communicated 


‘pursuant to Message of yesterday, and 


to be printed.—[ No. 259. | 


DISTRESS FROM WANT OF 
EMPLOYMENT. 

Reports, etc., of the Select Committees 
of the House of Commons communicated 
pursuant to Message of yesterday, and 
to be printed.—[ No. 260.] 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
Standing Orders Nos. XX XTX. and 
XLV. considered (according to Order), 
and suspended for the remainder of the 
Session. 


BURGLARY BILL [u.1.]. 
Commons’ Amendments considered 
(according to Order), and agreed to. 


VOL. XLIV. [rourTH sERIzs. | 
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WEST HIGHLAND RAILWAY 
GUARANTEE BILL. 

Considered in Committee (according 
to Order). Bill reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived. 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
having been suspended) Bill Read 3°, and 
passed. 


AGRICULTURAL RATES, CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS, AND BURGH LAND TAX 
RELIEF (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Read 3* (according to Order), and 
passed. 


BATHS AND WASHHOUSES ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Read 2* (according to Order). Then 
(Standing Orders No. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended) com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House forthwith. House in Committee 
accordingly. Bill reported, without 
Amendment; Read 3", and passed. 


LAW AGENTS (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Read 2 (according to Order). Then 
(Standing Orders No. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended) com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House forthwith. House in Committee 
accordingly. Bill reported, without 
Amendment ; Read 3", and passed. 


POOR LAW OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION BILL. 

Read 2 (according to Order). Then 
(Standing Orders No. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended) com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House forthwith. House in Committee 
accordingly. Bill reported, without 
Amendment ; Read 3*, and passed. 


WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACTS 
AMENDMENT (No. 2) BILL [n.1.]. 


Commons’ Amendments considered 


(according to Order), and Agreed to. 
2H 





Commission 


HOUSE OF LORDS’ OFFICES. 


Fourth Report from the Select Com- 
mittee considered (according to Order), 
and Agreed to. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 
(Standing Order No. XX XIX. having 
been suspended). Bill Read 2*; Com- 
mittee negatived; Bill Read 3%, and 
passed. 


House Adjourned, during pleasure, at 
Twenty minutes before Five o’clock. 


House Resumed at Fifteen minutes 
after Six o’clock. 


COMMISSION. 


The following Bills received the Royal 
Assent :— 


Agricultural Rates, Congested Dis- 
tricts, and Burgh Land Tax Relief 
(Scotland). 

Barry Urban District Council. 

Baths and Washhouses Acts Amend- 
ment. 

Belfast Corporation. 

Bilston Improvement. 

Birmingham, North Warwickshire, 
and Stratford-upon-Avon Railway. 

Blackrock and Kingstown Drainage. 

Brading Harbour and Railway. 

Burglary. 

City and South London Railway. 

Coal Mines Regulation Act (1887) 
Amendment (No. 2). 

Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 

Expiring Laws Continuance. 

Invergarry and Fort Augustus Rail- 
way. 

Judicial Trustees. 

Labourers (Ireland). 

Land Law (Ireland). 

Larceny. 

Law Agents (Scotland). 

Light Railways. 

Locomotives on Highways. 

Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Order (No. 1). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 13). 

Local Government Provisional Order 
(No. 15). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(Housing of the Working Classes). 


{LORDS} 
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Local (Ireland) Estate 
Duty. 

Londonderry Improvement. 

Naval Reserve. 

Neath, Pontardawe, and Brynaman 
Railway. 

Poor Law Officers Superannuation. 

Public Health (Ireland). 

Public Works Loans. 

Quarter Sessions (London). 

Railways (Ireland). 

Sheffield District Railway. 

Stannaries. 

Staines Reservoirs. 

St. Anne’s-on-the-Sea Improvement. 

Telegraph Money. 

Truck. 

Uganda Railway. 

Vexatious Actions. 

West Highland Railway Guarantee. 

Weston-super-Mare District Council. 

Wild Birds Protection Acts Amend- 
ment (No. 2). 

Willesden Sewerage. 


Taxation 


The Commissioners representing Her 
Majesty the Queen were the Lorp 
CHANCELLOR (Lord Halsbury), Viscount 
Cross (Lord Privy Seal), the Eart of 
Coventry (Master of the Buckhounds), 
Lorp Ba.trour (Secretary for Scotland) 
and Lorp James of Hererorp (Chan- 
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster). 


Toe LORD CHANCELLOR: We 
are commanded to read Her Majesty’s 
Most Gracious Speech in Her Majesty’s 
own words :— 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

My relations with other Powers con- 
tinue to be friendly. 

The hostile movements of the Dervish 
forces in Egypt along the Valley of the 
Nile, and against the positions in the 
occupation of Italy to the east of that 
river, convinced me that it had become 
necessary for the Egyptian Government 
to take steps for arresting their advance. 

By my advice, therefore, and under 
my sanction, an expedition has been 
undertaken for the purpose of restoring 
to the Government of the Khedive, as 
far as Dongola, the territory which was 
lost to Egypt ten years ago. The opera- 
tions are still proceeding, but, by a short 
and brilliant action at Ferkeh, a con- 
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siderable proportion of the territory indi- 
cated has already been recovered. 

The condition of some portions of the 
Turkish Empire continues to furnish 
cause for much anxiety. At present, 
the Island of Crete is the principal 
centre of disturbance. I have observed 
a strict neutrality between the Govern- 
ment and the insurgents; but, in con- 
junction with the other Powers of 
Europe, I have endeavoured to bring 
about a reconciliation, by proposing the 
establishment of a system of government 
that shall be equitable and acceptable to 
both the Christian and the Mussulman 
inhabitants of the island. 

I regret that a serious rebellion, 
signalised by many cruel murders, 
suddenly broke out in Matabeleland, and 
that the rising afterwards extended to 
Mashonaland, where it was accompanied 
by similar atrocities. 

The work of defence and repression 
was immediately undertaken by the 
settlers, who displayed great courage and 
self-reliance in this emergency. 

They have since been reinforced both 
by Imperial troops and by Colonial and 
Native levies, and the supreme military 
command has been confided to Major 
General Sir Frederick Carrington. 

His operations have hitherto been 
uniformly successful, although, owing to 
very grave difficulties of transport and 
supply, caused by an outbreak of rinder- 
pest which has destroyed almost all the} 
cattle in the country, he has been com-| 
pelled to restrict the number of men 
employed in the field. 

The latest reports show that his 
efforts and those of the forces under his 
command are telling on the resistance of 
the rebels, and I trust that they will 
shortly avail themselves of the offer of 
clemency which has been made to them. 

The peaceful delimitation of the 
North-western frontier of my Indian 
Empire has proceeded, and further 
Agreements have been made with the 
Shah of Persia and the Ameer of 
Afghanistan, fixing their territorial 


Prorogation 
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limits. Friendly relations have been 
maintained with the tribes on the read to 
Chitral, and the relief of the garrisons 
in that country has been effected with- 
out difficulty, and with the cordial 
co-operation of the tribesmen in the 
neighbourhood. 


Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I thank you for the satisfactory pro- 
vision which you have made for the 
Services of the year. 


_Prorogation. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

I have given my consent, with much 
pleasure, to Measures for completing the 
Naval Defences of my Empire, for 
lightening the fiscal burdens which press 
upon the agricultural population, and 
for protecting the flocks and herds of 
these islands from the importation of 
disease. Important Measures have also 
received my sanction for the settlement 
of trade disputes, for the prevention of 
explosions in mines, which have caused 
the loss of many valuable lives, for 
amending the Truck Act, for the con- 
struction of light railways, for the 
amendment of the Irish Land Laws, 
and for facilitating the creation by 
purchase of a larger class of occupying 
freeholders in Ireland. 

In bidding you farewell, I pray that 
the blessing of Providence may rest 
upon all your labours. 


PROROGATION. 

Then a Commission for proroguing the 
Parliament was read. 

After which the Lorp CHANCELLOR 
said :— 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

By virtue of Her Majesty’s Com- 
mission, under the Great Seal, to us and 
other Lords directed, and now read, we 
do, in Her Majesty’s Name, and in 
obedience to Her Commands, prorogue 
this Parliament to Saturday the Thirty- 
first day of October next, to be then 
here holden ; and this Parliament is 
accordingly prorogued to Saturday the 
Thirty-first day of October next. 

2H 2 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, 14th August 1896. 


The House met at Eleven of the clock. 


BUILDINGS, ARCHITECTURAL AND 
HISTORIC, MAINTAINED BY WAR 
OFFICE. 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
[Address 6th August ;° Lord Balcarres] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[No. 377.] 


DIVORCE AND MATRIMONIAL CAUSES. 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 67, of Session 1894) [Address 6th 
August ; Mr. Henniker Heaton]; to lie 
printed.— 


upon the Table, and to be 
[No. 378.] 


INTOXICATING LIQUORS 
(LICENCES REFUSED). 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 257, of Session 1895) [ Address 11th 
August ; Mr. Henry J. Wilson]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed.— 
[No. 379.] 


BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA. 


Report from the Select Committee 
brought up, and read [Inquiry not com- 
pleted] ; 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—[{ No. 380.] 


Minutes of Proceedings to be printed.— 
[No. 380.] 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 


Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table— 
List of the Bills, Reports, Estimates, and 
Accounts and Papers, printed by order 
of the House, and of Papers presented 
by Command, Session 1896, with a 
General Alphabetical Index thereto, 26th 
Parliament, Second Session, 59 and 60 
Vic., 11th February 1896 to 14th August 
1896 ; to be printed.—[No. 381.] 
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(Ireland). 


DISCHARGED SOLDIERS (SCOTLAND 
AND IRELAND). 

Return presented,—relative thereto 
[Address 14th August ; Mr. Patrick 
O’Brien]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed.—{ No. 382. ] 


QUESTIONS. 


PAUPER DEPORTATION. 

Mr. J. F. HOGAN (Tipperary, Mid) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been called to the case of 
a man, named Martin Dumphy, aged 70, 
who, after a continous residence of 50 
yearsin England, was recently transferred 
from the St. Prancras Union, London, to 
the workhouse at MRoscrea, county 
Tipperary, Ireland; and, whether any 
alteration in the law is contemplated 
that will put a stop to this practice ? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp Ba.rovr, 
Leeds, Central): The facts appear to be 
as stated in the Question, though I am 
informed that Dumphy had only resided 
in St. Pancras for three weeks, and had 
not acquired a settlement in England or 
Wales. Communications are still in 
progress between the authorities in 
England, Ireland and Scotland on the 
general question of the deportation of 
paupers. 


ENDOWED SCHOOLS (IRELAND). 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland what de- 
cision has been arrived at with regard to 
the request of the rector of Killinchy, 
County Down, that a Roman Catholic 
or a Unitarian honorary inspector should 
be appointed by the Government to 
secure greater impartiality of decision as 
to the claims of Episcopalians and Pres- 
byterians in reference to the local en- 
dowed schools scheme; and, how long 
has this question been under con- 
sideration ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
Rev. Dr. Todd Martin, one of the Com- 
missioners of Intermediate Education, 
has been appointed inspector of these 
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schools, in pursuance of the Educational 
Endowments Act of 1885. The appoint- 
ment is for one year only, and Dr. Martin 
has kindly consented to act without fee. 
I have every reason to believe he will 
perform his duties with efficiency and 
impartiality. The question of appointing 
an Inspector of these schools has been 
under consideration for nearly 12 
months. 


Lough Erne 


ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY 
(SWANLINBAR). 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.): 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland what action 
the Inspector General has taken or pro- 
poses to take on the several complaints 
preferred by James M‘Govern, of Swan- 
linbar, County Cavan, against District 
Inspector Markham and, Head Con- 
stable D’ Alton, of the Swanlinbar Con- 
stabulary Force, in employing several 
members of that body in soliciting and 
importuning witnesses in the recent civil 
actions tried at the Enniskillen Assizes 
before Justice Madden and a special 
jury, and which have resulted in the 
jury finding verdicts in both cases in 
favour of Mr. M‘Govern, having regard 
to the undertaking contained in the 
letter of the Assistant Inspector General 
of 4th May last, in which he stated that 
he would forbid that any members of the 
force should be withdrawn from their 
public tuties in a case of this nature; and, 
if an inquiry on oath will be ordered 
into the several acts complained of ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
undertaking given by the Assistant 
Inspector General was, I am assured, 
strictly complied with, and there is no 
intention to direct any further inquiry 
into the complaints preferred by Mr. 
M‘Govern. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: Is it not the 
fact that the district inspector whose 
action was complained of has since been 
removed to Kerry, and will the head 
constable also be removed ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: Iseeno 
reason to take action of that kind. It 
is true that this inspector has been re- 
moved to Kerry, but that has not been 
done by way of censuring him. 


METROPOLITAN MAGISTRACY. 


Mr. H. KIMBER (Wandsworth,): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
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the Home Department whether he is 
aware of the increasing inconvenience 
occasioned to many of Her Majesty’s 
subjects in the Wandsworth Police- 
court district, as well as other Metro- 
politan policedistricts, by theinsufficiency 
of magistrates in number in the Metro- 
polis, and the inefficiency of the present 
rotation system, whereby one magistrate 
has to sit in four or five courts during 
the week, destroying continuity of 
attention, causing parties and witnessess 
to attend frequently twice instead of 
once, lengthening the periods of remands, 
preventing any magistrate from acquiring 
sufficient knowledge: of his district and 
its police, and generally dislocating the 
service ; whether the Statute Law has 
already provided for 27 magistrates, 
whereas only 25 now exist ; and whether, 
as he has the power to appoint the re- 
maining two, with the assent of the 
Treasury, he will inquire into the matter, 
and if he finds ground for so doing, give 
the weight of his recommendation to the 
Treasury to sanction the cost involved, 
seeing that such cost is extremely small 
as compared with the immense loss and 
detriment to the public occasioned by 
the present system ? 

Tur SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir 
Marruew Waite Ripiey (Lancashire, 
Blackpool) : I have not, until the Question 
of my hon. Friend, received any recent 
complaints of increasing inconvenience 
caused to the public at the Wandsworth 
Police-court or elsewhere by the want of 
sufficient magistrates to conduct the 
business. The present rota, only recently 
established, had, I hoped, made satis- 
factory provision An this respect. The 
question of appointing two additional 
magistrates has been under my con- 
sideration, as it was under that of my 
predecessor ; but I have not been con- 
vinced that the facts before me sufficiently 
establish the necessity. I am, however, 
keeping the question in view, and, if 
satisfied that the public interests require 
it, shall be ready to press this increase 
upon the Treasury. 


Drainage. 


LOUGH ERNE DRAINAGE. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
his attention has been called to a letter 
published in the Enniskillen local papers 
from Mr. J. Mahaffy, J.P., Belturbet, 
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complaining that the £30,000 spent on} Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN asked 
the drainage of Lough Erne has resulted | whether the right hon. Gentleman would 
in rendering the River Erne less navi-| give an assurance that he would not 


gable than before ; and, will the Treasury 
direct the Board of Works to make an 
immediate inquiry into the management 
and expenditure of this board ? 

Tar SECRETARY 10 tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston): 
The hon. Member has kindly shown me 
a copy of the letter to which he refers. 
Mr. Mahaffy complains that an excur- 
sionist steamer was stranded in the Upper 
Lough. He does not say whether she 
was in the proper channel, but he assumes 
(wrongly) that the Board of Works are 
responsible for the navigation generally. 
The responsibility rests with the Drain- 
age Board, and [I am advised that the 
Board of Works have no legal power to 
make the inquiry suggested. 


DISCHARGED SOLDIERS IN 
WORKHOUSES. 

Mee PATRICK O'BRIEN 
(Kilkenny): I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War whether he | 
is yet in a position to say when the Re- | 
turn of discharged soldiers resident in | 
the unions of Great Britain and Ireland, | 
or chargeable on the rates through receipt | 
of out-door relief, will be laid upon the | 
Table ? 


make the appointment 4? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I must 
‘decline to give an undertaking of that 
kind. 

SKIBBEREEN MAGISTRACY. 
Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he has 
| received an official report of the circum- 
|stances of .the action of Dr. William 
| Jennings, J.P., of Skibbereen, in sitting 
|on the Petty Sessions Bench, and ob- 
| structing the issue of a summons against 

himself for alleged assault ; whether he is 

aware that the case has been settled by 
| Dr. Jennings paying the legal costs of the 
| application, and the case being dismissed 
| without prejudice; and whether he is 
| yet in a position to say whether any, 
;and what, action will be taken by the 
| Lord Chancellor ! 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I have 
not yet had time to look into this question, 
nor am I yet in a position to say what 
action, if any, will be taken by the Lord 
Chancellor. 


WAR TROPHIES. 
CotoneL WELBY (Taunton): I beg 


to ask the First Commissioner of Works 
*Tor UNDER SECRETARY oF | whether he can see his way to cause a 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, | search to be made in the lumber rooms of 
Surrey, Guildford): I have to-day pre-| Windsor Castle, especially in the Round 
sented the Return, and expect that it will | Tower, for war trophies accidentally put 
be very shortly circulated. |away there, with a view to their being 
‘cared for where they can be publicly 
| seen ? 

DOWN COUNTY COURT JUDGESHIP, | WORKS (Mr, A reese wordy Be 
Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN: I beg to| 5. ao tine’s). The lumber rooms at 

ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord | 2%, Augustine 8): The lumber rooms 


: é | Winds astle ar h - 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in the| inaleor Castle ane mot aga prot pore 


event of the County Court Judgeship of | oe - oe * ba = ™; toontitun 
Down becoming vacant, there is an pores te ih gee gr had ret pa of 
intention of appointing to the office Mr. bay Castl y at ee “heat eg ws Sat 
Walker Craig, formerly a Parliamentary | Frie i ogy h 1 sere me on 
candidate for the county, and at present | Cag —— a ea Hy ap tL nd Ch pete 
the adopted Unionist candidate for the | berla egg . ad mayo: wey fs 
next Parliamentary vacancy; and if, epttay a OWE BO SPR, Ce ee 
there is any such intention, why was| ae eee. 
Mr. Craig not continued as locum tenens 
at last Quarter Sessions ? | 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I am 
not in a position to give an answer to 
this Question. 

Mr. J. P. Farrell. 


ST. MEL CATHEDRAL (ARDAGH, 
COUNTY LONGFORD). 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 

the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
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he has yet received the report of Sir| the public service, he will supersede one 
Thomas Deane on the subject of the | or other of them by a properly-trained 
restoration of the ruins of the ancient | | telegraphist and postal officer ? 
Cathedral of St. Mel, at Ardagh, county | Mr. HANBURY: The error in the 
Longford, and will the Board of Works | telegram to which the hon. Member 
undertake their preservation ? ‘refers did not take place at the Johns- 
Mr. HANBURY: This ruin (St.| town office, but during its subsequent 
Mel) is vested in the Church representa-| transmission. Of this error serious 
tive body, and the Board of Works have | notice has been taken. The assistant at 
under existing circumstances no power | Johnstown has also been told that he 
to undertake any work in respect of it.| committed an irregularity in not requir- 
They have caused it to be inspected by | ing the sender himself to affix the stamps 
Sir Thomas Deane, who reports that no|to the message form handed in. The 
vestages»of architectural detail remain, | Johnstown office is reported to be well 
and that nothing is left but the walls, | managed, and the sub-postmaster violates 
the remains of which are in no place|no rule of the Department by employing 
more than about 6ft. high, and in most) his son as his assistant. Nor is a police 
places much less. The only work of| pensioner ineligible for the service of the 
preservation possible would be confined | Department. 
to the maintenance of the wall and the 
removal of weeds therefrom. The ques- 
tion whether the Board would be 
justified in taking steps for the vesting PRISON OFFICERS. 
of the ruin in them will be considered| Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN : I beg to 
at the next meeting of the Board and | ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
the Consultative Committee of the Royal | Department whether he has any objec- 
Irish Academy and Royal Society of|tion to cause the prison inspectors to 
Antiquaries. inquire directly of the officers in uniform 
the maximum number of hours they are 
kept on duty, and report whether any 











JOHNSTOWN POST OFFICE officers are employed as much as 15 


(KILKENNY). hours per day; whether officers off duty 
Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN : I beg to/| are obliged to sleepin the prison, in case 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as|of emergency, that they should be within 
representing the Postmaster General,|call; and, whether the Departmental 
whether he is aware that an important |Committee recommend that such night 
business telegram sent by Mr. T./duty should reckon for pay ; and, if so, 
Harrington, a leading merchant in Johns- | whether he will see that pay is given in 
town, Kilkenny, to a firm of stockbrokers, | such cases in future 4 
Messrs. Goodbody and Webb, Dublin,) Si MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
on 9th June last, was so incorrectly| Prison officers are afforded frequent 
wired from the Johnstown office as to| opportunities of personally bringing to 
cause serious loss to the sender, Mr. | the notice of theCommissioners, Directors 
Harrington, and that the stamps were|and Inspectors any grievance or matter 
affixed to the message by the telegraphist | of complaint. I cannot go farther and 
contrary to the Post Office regulations ;|invite the officers to make complaints. 
whether he is aware that the postmaster, | It is a part of the regular duty of every 
Mr. White, and the assistant postmaster | officer to take his turn of ‘sleeping in ” 
of Johnstown are father and son, that| the prison ; the duty is a light one, and 
both are police pensioners drawing] was not considered by the Committee of 
pensions of £93 and £45 per year| 1891, which specially inquired into the 
respectively, and that their conduct of| pay and hours of duty of prison officers, 
the post office has frequently given grave| to involve any strain or to be one for 
dissatisfaction to some of the people of | which they were entitled to compensa- 
Johnstown having the largest business|tion. It is very rarely that officers are 
relations with the office; whether he|disturbed. I am not aware of the 
proposes to take any notice of the un-| reasons which led the Prisons Committee 
satisfactory conduct of the Messrs.|to make their recommendation, and am 
White ; and whether, in the interest of | not prepared to give effect to it. 
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CRETE. | 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- | 
bighshire, W.): I beg to ask the Under | 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs | 


whether he can give the House any 
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Mails. 
PHILIPSTOWN REFORMATORY. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether any memorial 
/has been recently received praying for 
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further information as to the position of | the discharge from the Philipstown Re- 
matters in Crete ; and whether, in view | formatory of Joseph Carney, a boy of 16 
of the grave issues involved, the Govern-| years of age, who at a recent quarter 
ment will undertake to issue at an early | sessions in Longford was sentenced by 
date the papers and correspondence | Judge Curran to five years’ detention 
relating to the disturbances and mas-| there for stabbing a companion in a 
sacres in the island ? quarrel ; and whether, seeing that this 
THe UNDER SECRETARY orf | lad has now been for more than one year 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS in the reformatory, and that his father, 
(Mr. Gerorce Curzon, Lancashire, | who is a car owner, is in a delicate state 
Southport) replied that he did not know | of health, and unable to follow his trade 
that he had anything to add as regards | of car driving, he will recommend that 
the general situation to what he stated the boy may now be discharged with a 
the other day and to what appeared from | view to assisting his parents ? 
day to day in the public Press, which) Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: No 
appeared to be very well informed. memorial has been received since Novem- 
Papers respecting Crete would be laid on | ber 1894. Detention in a reformatory 
the Table during the Recess, at the | cannot be regarded merely in the light 
earliest moment consistent with the/ of a punishment, and I do not think any 
public interest. | special circumstances exist in this case to 


Mr. T, M. HEALY asked if the) make the boy’s discharge desirable. 
public Press were better informed than | 
the Government, especially as regards | 
the roasting of a priest ? 

Mr. CURZON: No, Sir; I do not) 


‘COSTA RICA” PACKET. 

Mr. HOGAN : I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether any definite results have yet 

| been arrived at by the arbitration tribu- 
nal appointed to investigate the claims 

AFFORESTATION OF CROWN LANDS | of the captain, owners, and crew of the 

(NORTH WALES). | Costa Rica Packet; and, what is the 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS : I beg) latest imformation on the subject in the 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury possession of the Foreign Office ? 
whether he can inform the House whether, Mr. CURZON: The facts are as 
any steps have been taken by the Com-| follows. The British case was presented 
missioners of Woods and Forests with on 17th November 1895. The Dutch 
regard to the afforestation of Crown) counter case was presented on March 
lands in North Wales ; and, whether the | 11th 1896. A further British memoran- 
Commissioners have reported favourably |dum in reply to the counter case was 
as to the suitability of any districts for | presented on July 11, 1896. The Nether- 
the purpose, and the possibility of further lands Government applied for a month’s 
developing the Crown lands in question? | extension of time in order to reply to the 

Mr. HANBURY said that he had British menorandum. This was granted 
really little to add to the statement he by the arbitrator—M. de Martens—on 
had made when the Vote was under July 29, and the reply must thus be deli- 
discussion. The difficulty was that the vered by November 11. This is the latest 
Crown held only a small amount of, information we have. 
absolutely freehold land in Wales. The | 
bulk of its property there was subject to 
commoners’ rights, and it was very) TRISH MAILS. 
difficult to obtain the commoners’ con-| Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask 
sent to planting. The Commissioners the Secretary to the Treasury, as repre- 
of Woods were, however, trying what senting the Postmaster General, how 
could be done. often since Ist July has the Irish night 

\ 


think that is the case. 
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mail been late in arriving at Holyhead, 
and what were the delays on each 
occasion, and the cause of the delay ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Irish mail 
has not been running punctually since 
the Ist July. The most serious delay 
was on the 15th ultimo, when it arrived 
54 minutes late owing to an accident on 
the line. But on 15 other occasions the 
train arrived a quarter of an hour and 
upwards late at Holyhead. The majority 
of these delays was due to the heavy 
holiday traffic on the line, but on two 
of the occasions the mail was kept at 
Chester to wait the arrival of the up 
Scotch Mail. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman represent to the Post- 
master General that this is a cause of 
enormous inconvenience in Ireland ? 

Mr. HANBURY :1I have represented 
that to the Post Office very strongly. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS (OFFENSIVE 
SMELLS FROM THAMES BARGES). 
Mr. ©. T. GILES (Cambridge, 

Wisbech) : I beg to ask the First Com- 
missioner of Works whether he has 


become aware of the unpleasant smells 
that occasionally rise from the floor near 
the Bar of the House; and whether, 
during the Recess, he will take steps to 
remedy the inconvenience to which 
Members in that part of the House are 
thereby subjected ? 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: I am 
aware that on several occasions un- 
pleasant smells have for a few minutes 
pervaded the House. I have satisfied 
myself, by personal inspection and in- 
vestigation that they do not proceed 
from drains, but come from the passage 
of objectionable cargoes on the river, 
the sole air in-take for this chamber 
being from the Terrace. 


STAMPING PUBLICANS’ MEASURES 
(LONDON). 

Coroner LOCKWOOD (Essex, 
Epping): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Trade whether his atten- 
tion has been called to the fact that the 
London County Council are charging 
one halfpenny for the verification and 
stamping of publican half-pint glass 
Measures, instead of the sum of one 
penny imposed by Section 13 of the 
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Weights and Measures Act, 1889; and, 
whether he will press upon the London 
County Council the necessity of charging 
the fees as specified in the first schedule 
of the said Act ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or tar BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. C. T. Rircnis, Croy- 
don): No, Sir, my attention has not 
been called to this matter, but I have 
communicated with the Council upon 
the hon. and gallant Member’s Question, 
and find that his allegation is well 
founded. I will certainly ask the Council 
to take advice, and assure itself that the 
charge of sixpence per dozen can be 
legally justified. 


RETIRED ARTILLERY AND ENGINEER 
OFFICERS. 

Mr. L. P. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 
8.) : I beg to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for War whether he will lay upon 
the Table of the House and cause to be 
printed a Return showing the names of 
the retired officers of the Royal Artillery 
and Royal Engineers who were awarded 
compensation on actuarial valuation 
under the Royal Warrant of 1584, 
paragraph 978, and the amourt paid to 
each officer ? 

*Mr. BRODRICK: If the hon. Mem- 
ber will give the usual notice of an 
Address for any particulars he requires, 
the Secretary of State will consider how 
far the Return can be given. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHERS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN : I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland--(1) whether he 
has any objection to order a revision of 
the National Teachers’ examination 
papers of 1896 ; and, if so, whether the 
District Inspectors will be allowed to be 
at such revision in their respective dis- 
tricts in order to state the teacher's 
merits (under consideration) as an effec- 
tive and efficient teacher ; and (2) whe- 
ther he will authorise the Commissioners 
of National Education to award marks 
this year to the candidates who pre- 
sented themselves for examination 
(under the name of marks for goud 
teaching) to be added to the total num- 
ber of marks scored by them at the 
recent examinations 1 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: A revi- 


sion of the examination papers referred 
to has been in process, and a consider- 
able portion of the work has already 
been completed. It is not anticipated 
that the assistance of District Inspectors 
will be required by the Head Inspectors. 
to whom the work of revision of the ex- 
amination papers has been assigned by 
the Commissioners. As to the second 
paragraph, I must remind the hon. 
Member that I have no authority to 
direct the Commissioners to do what he 
suggests. I can only bring his sugges- 
tion under their notice; this I have 
done, and I believe the matter will be 
considered by them at their next 
meeting. 


Elm National 


STREET QUARREL 
(SWANLINTON, COUNTY CAVAN). 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 

the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland is he aware that there 
was a quarrel on the public street of 
Swanlinton, county Cavan, on 3rd 


August, in consequence of which acon- 
stable arrested a man whom his sergeant 
directed him to release from custody ; 


what was the reason for the sergeant’s 
interference in this case more than any 
other arrest made by the police ; and 
are any further proceedings to be taken ! 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
had no information to give, and the 
answer would be forwarded to the hon. 
Member later. 


FINLAY ESTATE (COUNTY CAVAN. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. whether he is aware 
that a number of tenants on the Finlay 
Estate, near Bawnboy, county Cavan, 
signed agreements to purchase their 
holdings six years ago, regularly paying 
the interest since ; whether these tenants 
have now been informed that, unless the 
whole of the tenants sign agreements, 
the sale will not be carried through ; 
whether they will get any credit for the 
amount already paid, and, if not, why ; 
and what is the ground for the refusal 
to carry out the sale? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
had no information to give, and the 
answer would be forwarded to the hon. 
Member later. 
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BALLINAMORE AND BALLYCONNELL 
DRAINAGE BOARD. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury what 
drainage works have been carried out by 
the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Drain- 
age Board during the past six years, and 
have the contracts for works been duly 
advertised ; and, can he state whether 
anything is being or will be done to im- 
prove the Blackwater River 4 

Mr. HANBURY said he had no in. 
formation to give, and the answer would 
be forwarded to the hon. Member 
later. 


RENT COLLECTIONS (COUNTY CAVAN), 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL : I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland who is the receiver, if 
any, appointed by Chancery to collect 
the rents of the lands of Derrymoney 
and Erreran, near Bawnboy, county 
Cavan ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
had no information to give, and the 
answer would be forwarded to the hon. 
Member later. 


ELM NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

Mr. E. STRACHEY (Somerset, 8.) : 1 
beg to ask the Vice President of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education whether 
he is aware that, in consequence of the 
refusal of his Department to continue 
any payment of Government Grants to 
Elm National School, which has been 
the recognised public elementary school 
of the small parish of Elm, Somerset, for 
over 20 years, this school, as matters now 
stand, will be closed on the 29th proximo, 
the whole teaching staff being under 
notice of discharge at-the same time, and 
that the parish will thus be left at that 
date without any public day school, 
unless the Vice President authorises a 
continuance of the recognition of the 
school in its present premises for a 
further term, and whether, under these 
circumstances, he is willing to extend the 
period of recognition for another school 
year, namely for the 12 months ending 
3lst May 1897, which will make it 
possible to make arrangements for carry- 
ing on the school in the present premises, 
without any break of continuity, and 
enable the parishioners to consider their 
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position a few months hence in connection 
with whatever legislation may be intro- 
duced next Session for the assistance of 
small rural schools of this character ; 
whether the report of Mr. King, Her 
Majesty’s Inspector, after his annual 
inspection of this school in the summer 
of 1895, contained any remarks on the 
previous condemnation of the present 
school buildings by another inspector in 
1893, which was overruled by the late 
Vice President as long as he remained in 
office, in response to a memorial addressed 
to him, signed, with but one or two 
exceptions, by all the ratepayers and 
heads of families resident in the parish, 
representing that such condemnation was 
unmerited and uncalled for, and that the 
school buildings and premises were ex- 
ceptionally healthy and convenient in 
situation, and well provided in the 
matter of yards, offices, water supply 
(laid on), air space, and floor space ; and, 
whether he is willing to state to the 
House the substance of such remarks, if 
any, in Mr. King’s report referred to, as 
none were given to the mauagers of the 
school in the so-called summary of this 
report 4 

Sir JOHN GORST said that he was 
unable to answer the question in detail, as 
in the time allowed he had not had time 
to ascertain the facts ; but he understood 
the school referred to was held in a con- 
verted coach house. 

Mr. W. E. M. TOMLINSON (Preston) 
asked whether it would be an objection to 
build up a coach house for a school house ? 

Sir J. GORST: No, not if the coach 
house is suitable. This is not suitable. 


WESTMINSTER POLICE COURT. 

Mr. KIMBER: I beg to ask the 
First Commissioner of Works with 
reference to the £500 which was voted 
in a past Session for improvements in the 
Westminster Police Court, Vincent 
Square, then urgently required for the 
proper administration of justice, whether 
it is true that nothing has yet been done 
to effect those improvements ; and, if he 
will be so good as to explain what stops 
the way? 

Mr. AKERS DOUGLAS: A sum 
of £630 was voted last year, and re-voted 
this Session, for improvements at the 
Westminster Police Court. The works 
were not proceeded with in view of the 
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proposed transfer of the metropolitan 
police courts to the charge of the Receiver 
of Police. Directly the Bill for that 
purpose was withdrawn orders were 
given to proceed with the work. Within 
the last few days I have received a letter 
from the Receiver suggesting an altered 
scheme by which much more satisfactory 
accommodation can be obtained ; and as 
I find Sir John Bridge, with whom I 
have been in communication, concurs in 
this proposal, [ think it is undesirable to 
proceed with the alterations contemplated 
until the larger scheme, which is now 
practicable, has been considered. I can 
assure my hon. Friend that no un- 
necessary delay shall occur. 


Houses of Parliament. 


POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
(SELECT COMMITTEE). 

Sirk ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 
S.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, if he can state when he expects 
to receive the Report of Lord Tweed- 
mouth’s Committee on Post Office 
Establishments ; whether the Report 
will be printed and made public ; and, if 
it is intended to present it to Parlia- 
ment ? 

Mr. HANBURY: I understand that 
the Committee has adjourned until the 
Autumn in order to afford time for the 
preparation of the Report. It is in- 
tended that the Report shall be presented 
to Parliament, in which case it will of 
course be published in the ordinary way. 


BRIGHT STATUE, 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

Sik WILLIAM HARCOURT (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.): I beg to ask the Chief 
Commissioner of Works whether he 
will now take measures to remove the 
statue of Mr. Bright from the Central 
Hall. The right hon. Gentleman added 
that he put this question at the earnest 
request of the family ? 

Mr. A. AKERS-DOUGLAS: The 
statue of the late Mr. Bright has not 
been taken over by the Government, 
and still remains the property of the 
Committee of the Memorial Fund. 
There is, I am aware, a general, if not 
unanimous, opinion among Members 
adverse to the statue—[cheers|—and I 
propose to write to the Secretary of the 
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Committee informing him of this opinion, 

and suggesting to him to take steps to 
ive effect to the wishes of the House. 
Cheers. | 


Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN : Has the 


right hon. Gentleman satisfied himself 
that it is the statue of Mr. Bright? 
There is a difference of opinion on the 
[ Laughter. } 


[No answer was given. | 


point. 


CORK AND BANDON RAILWAY 
(LEVEL CROSSING). 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether the attention of the 
Board of Trade has recently been 
called to the fact that the Cork and 
Bandon Railway crosses a public high- 
way at Rearour, county Cork, without 
either a bridge or a level crossing being 
provided, the roadway being closed by 
the railway fences, and the public have 
to cross by means of ordinary ‘stiles ; 
whether he is aware that the highway 
in question is the ordinary road for a 
number of families to church, and of 
their children to school, and has been 
so used continually since the railway 
was constructed about 40 years ago; 
whether the Railway Company has 
recently removed the stiles so as to 
make the road impassable ; and, whether 
the Board of Trade intend to take any 
action in the matter, so as to compel the 
Company to provide either a_ level 
crossing or a foot bridge ? 

Mr. RITCHIE: Yes, Sir, I have 
seen some correspondence with regard to 
this matter. The Board of Trade have 
no power to compel the Company to 
provide either a level crossing or a foot- 
bridge. As I understand it, the Com- 
pany deny that there is any right of 
way across the line at the place in 
question, and this is, of course, a legal 
point which I cannot determine. 


ADULTERATED BUTTER. 

*Mr. OSWALD (Oldham): I beg 
to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether, in view of 
the fact that on 29th July 1896, the 
wagistrates sitting at Royton, near Old- 
ham, convicted and fined a grocer and pro- 
vision merchant for selling butter con- 
taining 20°49 per cent. of water, the; 


Mr. A, Akers - Douglas. 
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magistrates stating that over 16 per 
cent. of water was avoidable; and, 
whether, in view of the fact that the 
Report of the Select Committee on Food 
Products Adulteration of this Session 
reported (page 28) that any standard for 
water under 20 per cent. would be 
unfair to the producers of butter, and 
that the question of a standard for water 
in butter was not free from difficulty, 
and having regard to that Committee’s 
proposal for the constitution of a court 
of reference, the Local Government 
Board will issue circulars giving direc- 
tions to local authorities to suspend 
further prosecutions with regard to 
water in butter, not fraudulently added, 
until the question of the standard for 
water in butter has been definitely 
settled by Parliament? 

*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: The Presi- 
dent has not been able, up to the pre- 
sent, to give any consideration to the 
Report of the Food Products Adultera- 
tion Committee, but hopes to do so 
during the Recess. Pending the con- 
sideration it will not be possible to issue 
any circular of the character indicated. 

*Mr. OSWALD: Is it not the case 
that the Committee declined to set up 
any standard as to the moisture in 
butter ? 

*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: Yes, that is 
so. But the Committee refrained from 
doing so, because the opinion was 
unanimous that all questions relating to 
standards should be referred to the 
Board of Reference proposed to be set 
up by the Report. 

*Mr. OSWALD: As this is a matter 
of great importance to the trade, will 
the Local Government Board receive 
any representations from the trade on 
the subject during the recess 4 

*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: We shall be 


glad to receive any representations. 


ANDERSON v. GORRIE (COURT OF 
APPEAL). 

*Mr. OSWALD: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether he will lay upon the 
Table, and direct to be printe1 and cir- 
culated for the information of Members 
of this House, the Petition of R. B. 
Anderson to Her Most Gracious Majesty, 
‘dated 27th February 1896, the Corre- 
spondence with the Home Office thereon, 
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and the Correspondence of the Civil 
Rights Defence Committee with Her 
Majesty’s Ministers, all dealing with a 
case of great public interest, namely, the 
case of Anderson v. Gorrie, in which the 
Court of Appeal determined that a Judge 
might with impunity act maliciously in 
the exercise of his judicial office? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
I am afraid I have not had sufficient 
time to consider whether I can meet the 
request of my hon. Friend. I will, if he 
will allow me, write him an answer. 


Army Pension 


WELSH MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint 
Boroughs) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury, as representing the 
Postmaster General, whether, before 
submitting to Parliament the contem- 
plated alterations in the train service in 
connection with the mails from Ireland, 
Liverpool, and Manchester, he will take 
into account the desirability of arranging 
for a later dispatch of mails from the 
remoter districts of North Wales? 

Mr. HANBURY: I will forward the 
reply to the hon. Member. 


ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (SPECIAL 
GRANT ARREARS). 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS; I beg to 
ask the Vice President of the Committee 
of Council on Education whether the 
Education Department has, since the Ist 
July last, received any, and, if so, what, 
claims of school boards for arrears of the 
special grant to the necessitous boards 
under Clause 97 of Elementary Edu- 
cation Act of 1870? 

Str J. GORST asked the hon. Mem- 
ber to postpone the Question until next 
Session. 


WELSH LAND COMMISSION. 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, how soon the Report of 
the Welsh Land Commission will be 
ready for distribution ? 

Sr MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
The Report will be issued, I expect, 
within the next six weeks or two months. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS (POLICE DUTY). 

Mr. DALZIEL: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether, with reference to the 
all-night sittings which have been held 
in the course of the present Session, and 
the consequent employment of the police 
officials without extra remuneration, he 
will consider the advisability of following 
the precedents established by previous 
Governments, by permitting a special 
honorarium to be paid in regard to such 
exceptional services ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
I have made inquiry more than once 
this Session upon this point, and I under- 
stand that extra work is intended to be 
met by reliefs, as well as to some extent 
expected of the officers in consequence of 
the extra 7s. a week received by them 
when on duty here. There have been, 


however, precedents of an honorarium 
being given, and, without making any 
pledge, I will cause inquiries to be made 
as to whether the circumstances of this 
Session come within them. [Cheers.] 


CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT (LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD). 

Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley) : On behalf of the hon. Member 
for Oxford University (Mr. J. G. 
Taxpot), I beg to ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether 
he has received a memorial asking for a 
Children’s Department under the Local 
Government Board ; whether he can give 
the number of the signatories to such 
memorial ; and, whether he proposes to 
take any action on the subject during 
the Recess ? 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: My right 
hon. Friend has received a memorial 
advocating the establishment of a Chil- 
dren’s Department under the Local 
Government Board, and has promised 
that the proposal shall receive considera- 
tion. The number of signatories to the 
memorial is 131. 


ARMY PENSION (JOHN M’GIVERS). 
Mr. ARTHUR O'CONNOR (Done- 
gal, E.): I beg to ask the Financial 
Secretary to the War Office has. his 
attention been drawn to the case of 
John M‘Givers, late of the lst Battalion 
3rd Foot (Buffs), who enlisted in§1844, 





847 


Colliery Dispute 


was discharged in 1865, after 21 years’ 
service, with a good character, medals 
and clasps for the Crimea, Turkish War, 
China, and Burmah, and a bullet in his 
chest, received at the taking of Sebas- 
topol, is now 71 years of age, and 
suffering from chronic bronchitis ; and 
on what grounds have the Military 
authorities refused to grant him more 
than 8d. a day pension, on which he has | 
to support himself and his aged wife? 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY | 
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Mr. RITCHIE: The Board of Trade 
have communicated with the company, 
and received a reply to the effect that 
the matter shall be brought before the 
directors at their next meeting, in 
September. 


FREE EDUCATION (SOUTHPORT). 
Mr. HENRY J. WILSON (York, 


| W.R., Holmfirth): I beg to ask the Vice 


President of the Committee of Council 


To tHE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Powett-|on Education whether the parents of 
Wituams, Birmingham, 8.): I have not| nearly 900 children have made applica- 
had time, since the hon. Member gave | tion to the Education Department for 
notice of the question, to obtain par-| free places in Southport schools ; whether 
ticulars of this case, but I will see that | he is aware that some parents who applied 


it is looked into. 
Mr. ARTHUR O'CONNOR asked 


whether the hon. Member would do his 


best to secure for this old man the| 


minimum pension of a shilling already 
secured for many hundreds of old 
soldiers? © 


Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS said he | 


would lay that view of the case before 
the authorities. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT POARD 
(IRELAND). 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Treland will he explain on 
what grounds the Irish Local Govern- 
ment Board appointed a Mr. Leach to 
the post of private secretary to the Vice 
President over the heads of 17 clerks of 
longer service ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
appointment of private secretary to the 
Vice President of the Local Government 
Board is in the gift of the Vice Presi- 
dent, and is not regulated by considera- 
tions of seniority. 


SALTAIRE RAILWAY STATION. 

Mr. FORTESCUE FLANNERY 
(Yorkshire, Shipley): I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
he has yet received from the Midland 
Railway Company any satisfactory 
assurances that the company will take 
immediate steps to improve the condition 
of the Saltaire Railway Station, in 
accordance with the official requisition 


of the Shipley District Council ’ 
Mr. Arthur O'Connor. 


|to the local school managers had ques- 
| tions put to them as to their financial 
| position, and their ability to pay fees ; 
and that this has deterred others from 
making similar applications ; and, whe- 
ther he will take prompt measures to 
secure for the people of Southport their 
right to free places for their children ? 

Sm J. GORST: I regret that the 
Committee of Council have not had time 
to pick out the particular correspondence, 
but I can assure the hon. Member that 
in all cases the Committee of Council 
will take prompt measures to secure to 
parents the right to free places. 


COLLIERY DISPUTE (LANCASHIRE). 

Sir CHARLES DILKE: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department if his attention has been 
called to a dispute at Huncoat Colliery, 
near Accrington, caused, it is alleged, 
by the employers refusing to carry out 
the provisions of Secticn 12, Sub- 
section 1, of the Coal Mines Regulation 
Act 1887, in reference to the weighing 
of coal; whether he is aware that the 
colliers at work at the pit have taken a 
ballot which resulted in favour of the 
system of weighing which exists by the 
statute ; and whether, while the em- 
ployers have refused to permit this 
system, the inspector of mines for the 
district has not as yet taken action in 
the matter ; and, whether he sees ground 
for interference, and possesses power, 
under the Act of 1887, to cause a 
concession to the view of the men ? 

Sr MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY 
said that he was at present unable to 
reply to the whole of the right hon. 
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Baronet’s Question, but an answer 
would be forwarded to him. 

Sir C. DILKE: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman send the answer to the 
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Committee to decide; but I do not 
think there would be any objection to 
|the proposal that the Inquiry should be 
public. 


Question to the Secretary of the Trades 


Congress, Mr. Samuel Woods ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: 
Certainly ; wherever the right hon. 
Baronet likes. 


CHARITABLE LOAN FUNDS (IRELAND). 

Mr. ARTHUR O'CONNOR: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
now state the character and scope of the 
inquiry which he proposes with regard 
to the Charitable Loan Funds (Ireland) ; 
and when it will be commenced ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
Loan Fund Board have agreed to the 


appointment of a committee, consisting | 


of three members, to inquire into the 
administration and management of 
charitable loan funds in Ireland es- 
tablished in connection with the Act of 
1843. The Loan Fund Board will be 
represented on the committee by one of 
their members, and the other two mem- 


bers will be frish Civil Servants, whose | 


services will be placed at the Board’s 
disposal by the Lord Lieutenant. The 


. 
terms of reference are very wide, and 


will include, inter alia, inquiry whether 
the rules of the local societies have been 
observed and attended to ; whether the 
funds have been applied to the purposes 
for which they are intended ; whether 


the business of any society is or has| 


been transacted on licensed premises ; as 
to the renewal of loans which are 
altogether or partly in arrear as to re- 


payment ; the multiplication of societies | 


within limited areas; the expenses of 
management ; the simultaneous indebted- 
ness of the same person to two or more 
societies ; the multiplication in the same 
person of the duties of the office of clerk 
to several societies, etc. It is expected 
that the Committee of Inquiry will enter 
on its duties about the 20th inst. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked whether 
this would be a public inquiry, whether 
the public would be admitted, and whe- 
ther the gentlemen associated with Local 
Loan Fund Boards would be allowed 
to have legal representation. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: That, 
' I think, would be a question for the 


IRISH COUNTY COURT FEES. 

| Mr. MAURICE HEALY: I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whe- 
‘ther the Committee appointed by the 
'Lord Chancellor of Ireland to report 
with reference to fees in Irish County 
| Courts has yet reported; and, if so, 
| whether it is intended to take any 
| action on their Report ? 

| Mr. HANBURY said that he had 
/not yet received any communication on 
this subject, so it was impossible to say 
| what action would be taken. 


| COURT OF APPEAL. 

| Mr. HERBERT LEWIS: I beg to 
|ask the Attorney General whether his 
attention has been drawn to the fact 
that a Judge of the Court of Appeal has 
delivered judgment to the effect that if 
a Judge were to strike a man in the face, 
or slay him in Court, the Judge could 
claim immunity in respect of such action 
as being a judicial act ; and whether the 
Government propose to take steps to 
jalter the law in this respect? 

| Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL (Sir 
Rosert Fintay, Inverness Burghs): So 
far as I can ascertain, no Judgment such 
as is referred to in the Question has ever 
been delivered. The Question appears 
to be based on a misconception as to 
certain observations which are alleged to 
have been made in the course of the 
argument of a recent case. These ob- 
servations do not appear in_ the 
authorised Reports, and I have had no 
means of verifying their accuracy. In 
any case, they form no part of the Judg- 
ment of the Court. As. no such Judg- 
ment has been delivered it is unnecessary 
to take steps to alter the law in this 
| respect. 

*Mr. OSWALD: May I ask the 
| Solicitor General whether he has referred 
ito the shorthand writers’ notes of the 
| Judgment of the learned Judge in ques- 
| tion, because it is well known—— 
| Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
| *Mr. OSWALD: May I ask if my 
‘hon. and learned Friend has referred to 
| the shorthand notes ? 
| Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: 
have no access to the shorthand notes. 
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OLD AGE PENSIONS. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS: I beg to 
ask the First Lord of the Treasury whe- 
ther he will represent to the small Com- 
mittee of experts appointed to formulate 
a workable scheme of Old Age Pensions 
the desirability of completing their work 
at the earliest possible date, in order 
that the legislation required to give effect 
to the scheme may be introduced early 
next Session ; and whether, in order to 
provide the funds which such legislation 
will necessitate, proposals for the taxa- 
tion of ground rents and royalties will 
be submitted by the Government ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Manchester, 
E.): I am sure the Committee will 
report as soon as they have concluded 
their labours, and will not allow those 
labours to be unduly protracted ; but we 
should not hurry them on. It would be 
absolutely premature to consider what 
proposals will be submitted upon recom- 
mendations which have not yet been 
made. 


VENEZUELAN BOUNDARY. 

Sir W. HARCOURT asked the First 
Lord of the Treasury whether he could 
make a statement as to the present 
position of the negotiations relating to 
the arbitration on the Venezuelan 
Boundary; whether the difficulties 
which appeared to have arisen had been 
removed by the recent proposal of the 
Government of the United States in the 
Dispatch of June 12; and, whether 
there was a definite prospect of a speedy 
arrangement of the terms of arbitration? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: The latest proposals of Mr. 
Olney are still under consideration by 
the Government, and are regarded by 
them as opening the way to an equitable 
settlement. [‘ Hear, hear!”] The 
Government have every expectation that 
the pending negotiations will lead to an 
early and satisfactory result. [Cheers.] 

Sir W. HARCOURT: Upon that 
statement, which I think the House will 
regard as eminently satisfactory, I wish 
to ask this further Question. There is a 
very useful Motion upon the Paper to- 
day with reference to Parliamentary 
Papers, providing that Command Papers 
may be delivered during the Recess, and 
I wish to know whether, considering 
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the anxiety which is felt on this subject 
throughout the country, the negotia- 
tions, as soon as they have assumed a 
shape which admits of their being com- 
municated to the public, will be so com- 
municated by the method provided in 
the right hon. Gentleman’s Motion ? 
Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: Yes. It is the desire of the 


Government to communicate Papers 
upon this subject, under the Rule which 
is now on the Paper of the House, as 
soon as that course is consistent with 
the public interest. 


INDIAN ARMY. 

Sir H. HAVELOCK-ALLAN (Dur- 
ham, 8.E.) asked the Secretary of State 
for India, with reference to the Debate 
last night on the Indian Budget speeches 
regarding the Indian Army, whether he 
could state to the House that the Royal 
Commission presided over by Lord 
Welby would be directed, either during 
the Recess or early next year, to take 
evidence about the officering of the 
Indian Army on the points raised by 
some remarks recently made by Viscount 
Wolseley, Commander-in-Chief ? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Grorce Hamitron, Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing): My hon. and gallant 
Friend will see that a Financial Com- 
mission presided over by Lord Welby is 
hardly a proper tribunal for inquiring 
into the efficiency of the Indian Army. 
I noticed what my hon. and gallant 
Friend said last night. His observations 
were endorsed by Sir Henry Bracken- 
bury, and I will gladly consider them. 
If, on inquiry, I find that the Indian 
Army requires more British officers, I 
will see what can be done; but, on the 
other hand, I must have regard to 
the financial consequences which such 
changes entail. 


VACCINATION COMMISSION. 

In answer to Mr. Ernest SPENCER 
(West Bromwich), 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL said that he 
had reason to believe that the Report 
of the Royal Commission on Vaccination 
would be in the hands of Members in 
the course of the next few days. 


FINANCIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION. 


Mr. PATRICK O’ BRIEN asked the 
First Lord of the Treasury whether he 
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could say when the Report of the 
Financial Relations Commission would 
be circulated ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY : I do not know in what position 
the work of that Commission stands. I 
do not even know whether they have 
agreed to their Report, and therefore I 
am afraid I cannot give an answer to the 
question. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 
On the Motion for the Third Reading 
of this Bill, 


*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said that on the 
Second Reading of the Bill the discussion 
was chiefly concerned with affairs in 
Crete, and therefore he should only make 
this reference to that matter—that in 
the present condition of our military and 
naval preparedness, and in our present 
somewhat delicate position in the world, 
it was doubtful whether we should find 
ourselves able to engage in anything 
like knight-errantry on behalf of other 
people. When the present Government 
came into power they announced their 
intention of taking a new departure with 
regard to military and naval matters by 
the constitution of a Committee of De- 
fence in the Cabinet. The House had 
been led to expect that that Committee 
would take up the general consideration 
of military and naval affairs and bring 
them into harmony with the require- 
ments of the nation. The only tangible 
effect of the working of that Committee 
this year had been the production and 
withdrawal of four military Bills, to two 
of which, he believed, he should be in 
order in referring. The Army Reserve 
Bill, which had been dropped, was a 
confession of the failure of the existing 
military system. The Military Works 
Bill, which had also been dropped, was 
of great importance, because the works 
that that Bill was intended to provide 
for were being carried out at the present 
time without the House having had any 
opportunity of pronouncing on the policy 
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of constructing them. Certain fortifica- 
tions for the protection of London were 
being erected on the North Downs, and 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


‘it was rumoured that the Military Works 


Bill of this year would have contained 
provision for them. Other works were 
being carried out now in the neighbour- 
hood of Guildford and Dorking, which, 
he believed, would also have been 
brought within that Bill. Certain works 
were also being carried out on the coast 
of Ireland in the way of the fortification 
of certain harbours. He presumed these 
works were being carried on out of the 
ordinary Military Works Vote, but the 
House had had no opportunity of dis- 
cussing the policy which gave rise to 
them. As far as the Army was con- 
cerned, the House could hardly think 
that the working of the new Defence 
Committee had been revealed in a very 
favourable light. With regard to the 
Navy, they had an even more justifiable 
anxiety because, whatever might be 
thought of the Army, it was upon the 
fleet that the defence of the Empire 
mainly depended. On the Second Read- 
ing of the Finance Bill this year, and on 
one other occasion, allusions were made 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
his hope that the Navy Estimates of this 
year might be regarded to some extent 
as exceptional, and his belief that next 
year it would be possible to decrease 
them. That was not a mere expression 
of an ordinary hope of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, because on the first occa- 
sion the First Lord of the Admiralty was 
sitting at the right hon. Gentleman’s 
side, and endorsed and explained his 
statement. When the proposals for the 
Navy were discussed in February and 
March last, interesting speeches were 
made not only by the First Lord of the 
Admiralty and other naval Members of 
the Government, but also by the First 
Lord of the Treasury. The First Lord 
of the Treasury went very carefully into 
the consideration of the points of policy 
which ought to lie at the base of our 
naval preparation, and the right hon. 
Gentleman took up an observation made 
by himself to the effect that in making 
comparisons with the Navies of other 
Powers, all depended on what was 
counted. Of course, that was the case, but 
when the extent to which every competent 
authority without exception was agreed 
that it was mainly on a comparision 
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of battleships that we ought to place 
our confidence in our own naval strength, 
was considered, it would be seen that it 
was not sufficient to rest entirely satisfied 
with the advice of the naval authorities 
at the Admiralty, but that hon. Mem- 
bers must enter into these questions 
for themselves. Of course a comparison 
between the strength of the British Navy 
and that of other Powers was a matter 
of much difficulty. But still, taking into 
consideration the size of the vessels, the 
power of the guns, the resisting power of 
the plating, the quick-firing armament, 
coal endurance, speed, and other similar 
matters, it was possible to test ship against 
ship and come to a conclusion as to their 
relative force, at all events in one’s own 
mind, After having spent several 
months in calculations of that character 
he was bound to say that he had come 
to the conclusion that our Navy was not 
sufficiently powerful. The Government 
appeared to believe that our Naval force 
was sufficient to meet the combined 
fleets of any two European Powers. He 


had contended in February last, and he 
was prepared to contend now, that, even 
if our fleets were superior to those of any 


two combined European Powers, that 
would not give us that naval superiority 
which our position as an Empire required 
that we should possess. It might be 
said that we could always rely upon the 
jealousy of other Powers to prevent such 
a combination among them as would give 
them a naval superiority over ourselves, 
But was it wise to stake the whole 
existence of the British Empire upon the 
probable effects of the jealousy of the 
other Powers? [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] We 
must never forget that our existence as 
an Empire depended upon the over- 
whelming superiority of our fleets over 
those of other nations. He fully ad- 
mitted that it would be absurd to at- 
tempt to make our fleets superior to the 
combined fleets of all the other nations 
of the world ; nevertheless, we ought to 
have a more powerful naval force than 
we at present possessed in order to make 
our Empire secure. There was no doubt 
that this country was rich enough to 
enable us to build and maintain the 
requisite naval force, were it not that 
we were continually engaged in under- 
takings in various parts of the world 
which cost a great deal of money, and 
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which were, at the same time, of doubt- 
ful necessity. He would not allude to 
the money that was to be spent upon the 
construction of the Uganda Railway, 
but he would refer to the expedition to 
the Soudan. When Parliament next 
assembled they would probably be asked 
by Her Majesty’s Government to pro- 
vide money towards defraying the ex- 
penses of the main expedition, as we had 
been already asked to defray the ex- 
penses of the supplementary expedition. 
On July 3rd, the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury had promised that the House of 
Commons should be consulted and taken 
fully into confidence by Her Majesty’s 
Government before England had to come 
to the financial assistance of Egypt, even 
remotely. Yet, although considerable 
expenses had been incurred with regard 
to bringing the Indian troops to Suakim, 
Parliament had had no information laid 
before them as to the financial liabilities 
that we were incurring in the matter. 
He should think that it was extremely 
probable that England would have to 
give financial assistance to Egypt, in 
connection with the main expedition, 
before the re-assembling of Parliament 
next January, and he thought that in 
such circumstances the . Government 
should have consulted that House upon 
the subject. Where were our responsi- 
bilities to end in this matter? Lord 
Salisbury had stated that we should be 
recreant to our trust, if sooner or later 
we did not restore to Egypt the terri- 
tories which she had lost between 1882 
and 1884, and that we could not evacu- 
ate a diminished Egypt. The Govern- 
ment had stated that the Egyptian 
Army, as trained and modelled by 
British soldiers, was strong enough to 
protect the country, and therefore he 
saw no reason why we should spend 
money upon this expedition to the 
Soudan. These, however, were inci- 
dental matters, and he had only referred 
to them to show that we were rich 
enough, if we kept a strict guard upon 
our expenditure, to provide ourselves 
with such a naval force as would enable 
us to maintain our position as an Empire. 
‘* Hear, hear !’’ | 

*Sir JOHN COLOMB (Great Yar- 
mouth) thought that discussions on the 
proposals for the fortification of London 
would have very little practical result. 
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The necessity for the fortification of 
London rested upon the assumption that 
a foreign Power, in consequence of the 
success of its naval operations, would 
succeed in landing a considerable force 
upon some part of our coast. Therefore, 
the question for them to consider was 
whether they would put the money into 
these fortifications or into ships. Lord 
Wolseley had spoken of an Army land- 
ing and marching on London but naval 
danger as a bogey, but that criticism rested 
upon an assumption in regard to the 
Navy of which he knew nothing. It was 
necessary, therefore, that on one day, at 
all events, the procedure of the House 
should permit the questions of the Army 
and Navy to be considered together, 
which at present was impossible. He 
called attention to the fact that a force 
of 3,000 men was being trained, at con- 
siderable expense, both as naval artillery 
and as land artillery, and yet that we 
practically made no use of them for the 
purpose for which they were created. He 
would ask his right hon. Friend during 
the Recess to look personally into the 
question of whether the marine artillery 
and the Navy could not be drawn more 
closely together. 

Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) 
dwelt upon the necessity for appointing 
more Roman Catholic Chaplains in the 
Navy, and asked the first Lord of the 
Admiralty what steps he had been taking 
in the matter. 

*Toe FIRST LORD or toe ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. G. J. Goscnen, St. 
George’s, Hanover Square), who was 
heard with difficulty, said: I have 
by no means forgotten the point 
raised by the hon. Member for East 
Mayo, and I have been in communi- 
cation with the Commanders-in-Chief 
of the various squadrons on the sub- 
ject. As the hon. Member is aware, 
the matter is one of considerable diffi- 
culty, but it will continue to receive my 
best attention. The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for the Forest of Dean 
always treats questions regarding the 
Army and Navy in so broad a spirit, a 
spirit so entirely removed from the Party 
sphere—{ ‘‘ hear, hear !’’ ]|—that every- 
thing that comes from him on those sub- 
jects deserves a most respectful answer. 
The right hon. Gentleman would readily 
understand that it is always more diffi- 
cult for the First Lord of the Admiralty 
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to speak with freedom and confidence on 
such a subject as this than it is for hon. 
Members who do not occupy an official 
position. The Admiralty, for instance, 
may be conscious of the number of ad- 
vantages we have over other countries, 
but it would be neither in good taste 
nor advisable for us to point out all those 
advantages—a fact which renders it im- 
possible for the numerical comparison 
submitted to the House to be proceeded 
with. Besides, every argument that our 
armaments are sufficient is always met 
with the reply that the Admiralty take 
too rosy a view of the situation. I do not 
think the Admiralty does take too rosy 
view of the situation, and as First Lord 
of the Admiralty I have determined to 
see that we havea strong and efficient 
Navy. [Cheers.]| I think the right 
hon. Gentleman has perhaps left too 
much out of account the enormous sacri- 
fices which the Admiralty have this year 
demanded of the country with refer- 
ence to strengthening our naval posi- 
tion. The right hon. Gentleman also 
said there was a want of continuity 
in the policy of the Admiralty. I 
agree that that has been so in the 
past to a great extent, but it has not 
been so during the most recent years. 
Lord Spencer made most praiseworthy 
and _ successful efforts for largely 
strengthening the Navy, and the present 
Board of Admiralty composed very much 
of the same advisers as Lord Spencer 
had, has distinctly continued his policy 
without any change, except by adding 
to it. I am bound to say that if the 
advice of some were taken, and we were 
to go far beyond our present limits in in- 
creasing the Estimates—if the Estimates 
should reach some extraordinary limit 
beyond that high limit they already 
possess, then, indeed, there might be a 
reaction, and a cold fit might set in 
leading to those changes of policy which 
are so much to be deprecated. We are 
most anxious to keep our policy within 
thoroughly adequate limits, but at the 
same time within such limits as we may 
be quite sure will maintain in the long 
run that continuity of policy which all 
Parties in the House so much desired. 
I hope that that continuity of policy may 
be looked upon as finally adopted by the 
House of Commons, and that it may be 
maintained by the sacrifice of all Party 
spirit on both sides of the House— 
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[cheers|—both sides recognising the jus-| maintained a steady, continuous policy 
tice of the Estimates and being deter- | of progress in this matter, whereas other 
mined to carry them through. There is nations have been spasmodic. Ships 
another point, and that is that our possible | have been turned out quickly, and it 
opponents have, likeourselves, gotimmense | has then been found that they have not 


resources of money, and they would not 
be likely to allow any startling increase 
of our Estimates without making a fairly 
corresponding increase. I beg the House 
to bear that point thoroughly in mind. 
I believe the right hon. Gentleman, and 
many critics with him, simply count ship 
by ship. There are two ways of dealing 
with the numbers of ships; to count only 
ships that are ready to be sent to sea, 
or to include ships that are being built. 


Generally, these critics, I think, count} that constant 


both. I think my right hon. Friend 
probably included ships that are being 
built by other Great Powers as well 
as those that they are sending to sea. 
If sv, let me point out that, in the case 
of a good many foreign ships now build- 
ing, dependence has to be placed on 
other nations for their armour-plate, | 
while we produce all our own. [“ Hear, 
hear!”| This gives us an enormous 


advantage ; and, for my part, I will not 
be a party to laying down ships to make 


a good show if I do not see the way 
clear to provide armour, guns, and men 
as fast as the ships are likely to be 
built. Our policy has been, in regard 
to men as well as ships, to pursue a 
decided, but moderate and proportionate, 
advance in regard to all these require- 
ments. In order to meet an accelerated 
programme for this year, £3,100,000 
has been put on the Estimates. The 
amount for next year would have been 
more, but the Government took a portion 
of the 1896-7 amount into the 1895-6, 
in order to get on faster, especially in 
the arming of those torpedo-boat de- 
stroyers to which we attach so much 
importance. The result is that we 
shall be stronger in a certain class of 
ship than we should have been. Conse- 
quently the Estimate for this class of 
ship will be smaller in next year’s 
accounts. I hope the House will con- 
sider that I have given good reasons 
why the ratio of our progress should be 
gradual, and such as Parliament will be 
willing to continue. Our policy is to go 
on steadily step by step towards the 
object which we have kept before us— 
namely, to maintain our position with 
regard to other nations. We have 


|answered to the original design, and 
were not complete. On the contrary, 
‘our ships are always completed to the 
|design at the appointed time, and are 
| ready to go into commission as soon as 
\completed. [‘ Hear, hear!”] Our ships 
‘are generally completed to the day, 
‘and ready to go to sea at once. We 
have, besides, the capacity to greatly 
| increase our naval resources which other 
| countries have not. Of course, I admit 
efforts and persistent 
steady progress are necessary to keep up 
the efficiency of that vast machine, the 
efficiency of which is indispensable to us. 
The Government policy cannot always 
be in all respects satisfactory, but we are 
doing our best to strengthen the position 
of the country in this respect from year 
to year. We must ask the House of 
Commons to second us in our efforts, 
and not to discourage them or the coun- 
try, or to ask us to move at a rate which 
would frighten the country, or which 
the country might not approve. I hope 
the country will not be unduly dis- 
couraged by the speech which so eminent 
an authority as the right hon. Gentle- 
men (Sir C. Dilke) has delivered. I 
assure the hon. Member (Sir J. Colomb) 
that the Government are not neglecting 


| the Royal Marine Artillery, but we are 


doing our best to utilise them in every 
way. With regard to the observation 
of the right hcn. Gentleman (Sir C. 
Dilke) relative to the Army Bills, I 
have to say that she Government greatly 


| regret that they iave not been able to 


pass the Military Works Bill this year. 
It is not our fault that the Army Bills 
were not passed. We shall take the 
earliest opportunity next year to pass 
the Military Works Bill, and I hope we 
shall have the assistance of the right 
hon. Gentleman in passing it. [Cheers.] 

Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE (Burnley) 
did not propose to follow his right hon. 
Friend the Member for the Forest of 
Dean, but desired to say a word or 
two as to the Soudan expedition and the 
state of affairs in Crete. He thought 
that, with regard to the Soudan expedi- 
tion, they ought to have some assurance 
from the Government that the limited 
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objects of the advance should not be ex- 
ceeded without the sanction of Parlia- 
ment. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] The effect of 
the speech of the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury was that the object of the expedition 
was to rectify in a moderate degree the 
Egyptian frontier, in order to free it 
from the depredations of the hostile 
tribes. The right hon. Gentleman cer- 
tainly did not say what Lord Salisbury 
had said—that the object was also to 
extend the territory of Egypt to the 
limits occupied before 1895. The House 
was entitled to an assurance that the 
expedition would not exceed during the 
Recess the objects stated by the First 
Lord of the Treasury. As to the negotia- 
tions with regard to Crete, the Under 
Secretary had given the House to under- 
stand that the Government were really 
without much official information as to 
what went on in the interior of Crete. 
The country felt a great interest in Crete, 
and it ought to be properly informed of 
what was going on there. He did not 


wish to make any aspersions on our valu- 
able Consul] in Crete. Recent events had 
widely extended that gentleman’s duties; 
ard it was impossible for him to supply 


all the information that was needed un- 
less he had a sufficient staff. The Gov- 
ernment might give an assurance that 
Papers with regard to Crete would be 
circulated during the Recess—(‘‘ hear, 
hear !’’ from Mr. Batrour|—and also 
a more explicit statement with regard to 
their intentions as to Crete. A recogni- 
tion of the original Convention would 
not be a sufficient settlement of the ques- 
tion. Greece did not at the moment 
wish to take over the Government of 
Crete, and the Cretans themselves were 
not prepared for it if it involved their 
acceptance of a share of the burden of 
the Greek debt. He hoped Her 
Majesty’s Government would demand 
complete autonomy for Crete on the lines 
of that enjoyed by the island of Samos. 
Practically Samos was independent of 
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Nothing would give a greater hope of 
peace to all nations than the fact that 
Great Britain and the United States had 
entered into an arrangement which not 
only settled a very thorny question, but 
placed on a permanent footing a method 
of settling by arbitration all future diffi- 
culties. 

Sir ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Central) said that the great 
difficulty in the way of granting autonomy 
to Crete was the Mussulman population 
of the island. They were only a third 
or a fourth of the whole population, and 
unless some Power occupied the island 
to see that justice between Christian and 
Mussulman was observed, the latter 
would probably be massacred or driven 
out of the island. The right hon. 
Baronet the Member for the Forest of 
Dean had made enormous advances in 
his views of Imperial policy since 1883 ; 
but there was one subject on which he 
was still entirely hopeless, and that was 
Egypt and the Soudan. [Laughter.] The 
root mistake which led gentlemen holding 
|the opinions of the right hon. Baronet 
wrong in regard to Egypt, was that they 
did notrealise theenormousimportance of 
the Upper Nile to Egypt, and of the 
attitude of the European Powers in re- 
| gard to the river. A European Power 
‘in possession of the Upper Nile and with 
|the resources of engineering at its dis- 
| posal, could reduce Egypt to a desert in 
|six or 12 months. Even the Khalifa, if 
he had intelligence to use the appliances 
of modern engineering, could prevent the 
Nile from rising or dry it up altogether. 
It should also be remembered that the 
recent reverse of the Italians in Abyssinia 
_was brought about by the fact that the 
| Abyssinian Army was armed with 
French rifles and led by Russian officers. 
Again, France had made great advances 
_towards the Upper Nile, and it was 
‘quite possible that at any moment we 
|might hear of the French occupation of 








Turkish rule, but for the payment of a|a portion of the Upper Nile. Under 
very moderate tribute. He was glad| those circumstances it was absolutely 
that the Government had refused to take | necessary that the Government should 
part in the international blockade of| obtain possession of the Soudan ; that 
Crete, and he hoped they would spare no| they should go to Dongola, and ulti- 
pains to come to an understanding with | mately they would also have to go to 
Russia. The House would feel -great| Khartoum. . His object in again raising 
satisfaction at the announcement that | the question of Crete was to try to get 
our negotiations with America were ap- | justice for the Mussulmans, who were in 


proaching a satisfactory conclusion. | the minority in Crete, and were the 
| 
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greatest sufferers by the present dis- 
turbed condition of thatisland. During 
the last Cretan rebellion, which began 
in 1889 and lasted two years, the most 
horrible atrocities were committed, and 
the greatest sufferers were the Mussul- 
mans. For every church destroyed three 
or four mosques were wrecked, and for 
every Christian murdered, three or four 
Mussulmans were murdered. Precisely 
the same things were occurring in the 
island now. The truth was, they were 
in the presence of the most able, 
thorough, and gigantic conspiracy to 
destroy entirely the credit of Turkey and 
the Turkish people in this country that 
had ever been invented. Like most of 
the stories of atrocities circulated in re- 
gard to Armenia, the tales told now 
about the roasting of priests in Crete 
were absolute fictions. The reports 
were sent from Athens by persons who, 
being far from the state of affairs, knew 
nothing about what was happening. If | 
the Government were carrying on a great 
policy which should secure good govern- | 
ment to the Christian population of 
Crete, he appealed to them not to 
lose sight of the rights of the Mussul- 
man minority. The autonomy of the 
island or its annexation to Greece would | 
mean ruin to its 100,000 Mussulman 
inhabitants. The best policy for the 
Government to follow in the East was to | 
work in harmony with Germany, Austria | 
and Italy. He hoped there would be 
no repetition of the mistake made by the 
the Liberal Government, who based 
their Eastern policy on an alliance with 
Russia and France. That really was the 
cause of numberless woes of the Chris- 
tian population in Asia. He also 
thought the idea of a European concert 
was chimerical. That, too, was the in- 
vention of a Liberal Government. He 
would rather see this country working 
with firm and reliable allies, with iden- 
tical interests in the carrying out of a 
clear and sensible policy. 1t was, per- 
haps of little use in face of the present 
ignorance of public opinion, and of this 
gigantic scheme of lying in regard to/ 
Turkey, to try to obtain any justice even 
for the simple Turkish people as distinct 
from the Turkish Government. He ap- 
pealed to the fanatical opponents of 
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Turkey in this country to really examine | 


the evidence upon which the stories of 
massacres and outrages by Turks were 
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based. He appealed to them to do 
justice to an unfortunate people who had 
no representatives of the Press in this 
country to defend them, who very likely 
were unaware of the charges that were 
brought against them, and the obloquy 
to which they were exposed. 

*Mr. C. J. MONK (Gloucester) said 
the hon. Member for Sheffield had said 
that the atrocites in Crete were manu- 
factured in Athens. But a letter he 
held in his hand, received a few days ago, 
signed by the President the two Vice- 
Presidents and Secretaries of the Cretan 
Assembly, dated Canea, August lst, 
contained a confirmation of the atrocities 
which had been reported by the Press in 
England. These gentlemen appealed to 
this country and the British Parliament 
to assist them. They did not say one 
word about annexation to Greece, but 
asked for the sympathy of the British 
Parliament to encourage the Cretans to 
throw off a yoke which was too hard for 
His hon. Friend the 
Member for Burnley, expressed great 
satisfaction at the appointment of the late 
Governor of Samos to the same position 
in Crete. He joined with him in that, 
but the new Governor was unable 
to act in that capacity without the co- 
operation of the military Governor. 
Perhaps the Under Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs would be able to inform the 
House whether the Great Powers 
approved of the appointment of the new 
military Governor of Crete, who was 
said to surpass Abdullah Pasha in 
fanaticism and cruelty. He held that 
post in 1889, and caused great dissatis- 
faction to the whole of the inhabitants 
of Crete. So great was the dissatis- 
faction felt in the Island that the Euro- 
pean Consuls made representations to 
their Governments desiring that he 
should be dismissed. He hoped the 
Government did not approve of that 
appointment. He would not go again 
into the question of the massacres. 
He admitted freely that atrocities had in 
times past been committed by the Chris- 
tians on their Mussulman fellow-citizens. 
But what was complained of at the 
present moment was the action of the 
Porte in sending troops to Crete who 
had been engaged in the massacres 
‘in Armenia and could not restrain 
| themselves when sent against Christians 
‘in another part of the world. The 
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Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
would, he felt sure, be able to refute a 
good deal that had been said by the hon. 
Member for Sheffield, and prove con- 
clusively ‘that many of his statements 
had no foundation in fact. [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’] 

THE UNDER SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Mr. 
GrorcE Curzon, Lancashire, Southport) 
who was indistinctly heard in the 
Gallery, said he would first answer the 
question of his hon. Friend about the 
military commander of Crete. It was 
true that Abdullah Pasha had been 
replaced by Ibrahim Pasha, and it was 
true that the previous records of that 
official were not such as to make his ap- 
pointment one that was very agreeable 
to the Powers. But this he might say 
about the disappearance from the scene 
of Abdullah, that it was an illustration to 
them not to be too much guided by what 
appeared in the Press. Abdullah Pasha 
was very much attacked for his supposed 
oppressions, and day by day questions 
were put in that House to secure his 
recall. In consequence, to a large ex- 
tent, of the Government’s representa- 
tions to Constantinople, Abdullah was 
recalled. But on his leaving the island 
they received a telegram from their Con- 
sul in Crete to the effect that Abdullah, 
during his tenure of office, had acted 
with perfect honesty and fairness be- 
tween both parties, and the Consul re- 
gretted his disappearance from the 
island. ([Cheers.| The hon. Member 
for Burnley complained that the Govern- 
ment appeared to be without proper 
information on the subject of Crete. 
That was not at all the case. The Gov- 
ernment had very full and constant re- 
ports from our Consul there, and also 
from officers of Her Majesty’s Navy 
cruising along the coast. There was no 
desire whatever to keep the Papers back, 
and they would be presented at the 
earliest possible moment consistent with 
the public interest. Several of the Dis- 
patches contained matter of a character 
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which if published at this moment might 
tend to inflame rather than allay the 
situation. Much had been said about 
the particular incident, or rather the 
report of the particular incident of the 
burning of priests. That might or might 
not be true, but he was bound to say 
that at present it was an unconfirmed 
report. If it was true he could not but 
think they would hear about it from 
their Consul. He could not say it was 
a canard or invention. But if it were 
true, it was almost certain to be re- 
ported to the Government. Even if it 
were true, it was merely an instance of a 
terrible state of affairs and could not be 
regarded as determining the line of policy 
which the Government must pursue. 
That must be affected by much larger 
considerations. The hon. Member for 
3urnley pressed for more Consuls in 
Crete. There were places where the cry 
for Consuls was greater and more urgent 
than in Crete. If they had money at 
their disposal it would be to Armenia 
where they would send more Consuls, 
where suffering was greater and destitu- 
tion much more pressing. The island of 
Crete was a small one, with a popula- 
tion of a little over 300,000. The villages 
in the interior were very scanty of popu- 
lation, and the most populous places were 
scattered along the coast. Her Majesty’s 
ships cruising off the coast were able by 
their presence and by the reports their 
officers sent to render precisely that kind 
of help which a Consul might give. 
These reports would be found in the 
Papers that would shortly be presented. 
The hon. Member asked him what was 
really the policy of the Government with 
regard to Crete. The object which the 
Government had in view was solely the 
good government of Crete, and by good 
government he meant peace and harmony 
between the two sections of the popula 
tion. Of the population of the island 
270,000 were Christians and 50,000 
Mahomedans. These people were in- 
tensely irritated and estranged from each 
other, and the object the Government 
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had in view was to enable them to live 
in peace and harmony, side by side, if 
possible. The ‘‘bag and baggage’’ 
policy which was recommended by cer- 
tain people might be all very well in 
theory, but was impossible to carry out 
in practice. [‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] 

Mr. THOMAS BAYLEY (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield) desired some informa- 
tion as to the steps it was intended to 
take with regard to those officers bearing 
Her Majesty’s commission who were im- 
plicated in the criminal] raid in the Trans- 
vaal, but who were not tried with Dr. 
Jameson and the other defendants in the 
recent trial. 

*THe UNDER SECRETARY of 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Surrey, Guildford) observed that the 
hon. Gentleman was quite within his 
right in raising this question, and he had 
to express his regret that he was not 
able to give him any further informa- 
tion. He had stated that he hoped he 
should be able to do so before the end of 
the Session, but that hope had been dis- 
appointed for a reason he would explain. 
At the trial, evidence was given which 
had regard to certain officers. The trial 
only concluded a fortnight ago, and it 
then became necessary for the War 
Office to consider the position of the 
officers mentioned, and to make certain 
communications with regard to the evi- 
dence affecting them. These officers 
were scattered, and all their replies had 
not yet been received. The hon. Gentle- 
man would agree that, however desirable 
it might have been to submit a state- 
ment to the House on the subject, it 
would certainly be undesirable to make 
a partial statement when they were not 
in possession of the replies of the various 
officers affected. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] He 
could assure the hon. Gentleman and 
the House that there was not the 
smallest desire to in any way evade 
Parliamentary criticism. The sole rea- 
son for the delay was that the War Office 
had not got the information they desired 
and which was necessary both in justice 
Mr. George Curzon. 
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to the officers and in order to ascertain 
with perfect accuracy the extent of their 
participation and responsibility for the 
offence that took place. [“ Hear, hear!” 

Sir WILFRID LAWSON (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) called attention to 
the large sums which had been voted for 
military and naval armaments in the 
present time of peace, and asked why 
such an enormous expenditure was ne- 
cessary? It might be said it was for the 
purpose of defence, but surely there was 
no greater danger now than there was 
years ago ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY replied that if the hon. Baronet 
really required an answer he might well 
refer him to a right hon. Baronet sitting 
on the same side of the House. The 
right hon. Member for the Forest of 
Dean had told them a little earlier in 
the day that they had not spent nearly 
enough on armaments. If the hon. 
Baronet would discuss the vast questions 
he had raised in connection with the 
British Empire with the right hon. Gen- 
tleman the Member for the Forest of 
Dean he was sure the latter would not 
only give him full satisfaction as to the 
uses of the present British Army and 
Navy, but he might also convince him 
that neither the Army nor the Navy was 
sufficiently large. [Laughter and “ Hear, 
hear ! ”| 

Sir WILFRID LAWSON: He is 
not in the Government. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork) 
desired to allude to a subject of vital 
importance and interest in Ireland, 
namely, the contract for the carriage of 
the Irish mails. He thought they were 
all indebted to the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite for his statement upon the 
Second Reading of the Bill, in which he 
showed that he brought a perfectly inde- 
pendent mind to the consideration of this 
question, and was sincerely desirous of 
conciliating and satisfying Irish opinion. 
He should hope the statement of the 
right hon. Gentleman on Friday last 
might be taken as practically the climbing 
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down of the General Post Office on this 
subject, and as showing that the position 
they had previously taken up was abso- 
lutely untenable. He spoke on this 
matter as the representative of a com- 
mercial community in Ireland, perhaps 
the most interested in this question, 
namely, the City of Cork. Belfast was 
also largely interested, but it was at 
least an hour and a-half nearer to Dublin 
than Cork was, and the position of the 
mail question in Belfast was such that 
they had never had as keen a grievance 
in regard to it as Cork had had. He 
therefore thought the whole question of 
the ’rish mails might be judged entirely 
from the Cork point of view, and the 
point whether or not the Post Office had 
come to the right solution of this ques- 
tion must be determined on the expe- 
rience in regard to the City of Cork. 
He rather agreed with what the right 
hon. Gentleman said that from the Post 
Office point of view the principal matter 
was the night mail from London and the 
night mail from Ireland. The day mail 
was important, but he thought it was 
largely important from the passenger 
point of view. What was their demand 
on this question? Two years ago they 
started an agitation to induce the 
General Post Office to spend a sum 
which ultimately was shown to amount 
to £100,000 to improve the Irish mail 
service. What improvement did they 
want in the service? They wanted, 
especially from the Cork point of view, 
practically two additional hours between 
the arrival of the morning mail in Cork 
and the dispatch of the evening mail 
from Cork. After a great deal of diffi- 
culty, much agitation, many deputations, 
and innumerable public meetings in 
Ireland, they succeeded in inducing the 
Treasury to make this very large and 
valuable concession to Irish opinion. 
But what did they find? After the 
Treasury had made this grant, the Post 
Office stepped in and practically took 
away half the benefit which they had 
hoped they had extracted from the 
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Treasury. They got their two hours, but 
then the Post Office stepped in and 
made the concession absolutely nugatory 
as regarded one of those hours. That 
was a most extraordinary result. One 
of the advantages of the speech of the 
right hon. Gentleman made the other 
night was that they had at last got a 
clear statement of what the Post Office 
reasons and what the railway reasons 
were which were said to justify this in- 
terference. The right hon. Gentleman 
said the Post Office reasons were two, 
and that the first related to the day mail 
from Ireland, and the other related to the 
night mail from London. As regarded 
the night mail from Ireland the Post 
Office reason was that they wanted to get 
the mails half-an-hour earlier in London. 
They had given them two hours to 
improve the transmission, but they said 
that half-an-hour of one of those hours 
must be devoted to the convenience of 
the General Post Office in London. It 
came to this, that to save the wages of 
a few postmen in the city of London, 
the General Post Office absolutely threw 
into the Thames £50,000 of the 
£100,000 the Treasury had voted. The 
Post Office at present got their mails 
from Ireland at a quarter past six. It 
was idle to say that, getting the mails 
in London at quarter past six, that was 
not ample time for the first delivery and 
for all Post Office purposes in London. 
If the Post Office desired that these 
mails should be delivered in London at 
an earlier hour, let them get a few extra 
postmen to do it. Then there was the 
question of the night mail from London 
to Ireland. On this point he professed 
himself absolutely unable to understand 
the Post Office reason. At present, the 
right hon. Gentleman said, the last hour 
for posting in London was six 0’ clock— 
the Irish mail did not leave until half. 
past eight—and the suggestion was that, 
deducting the 19 minutes occupied in 
conveying the mails from St. Martin’s 
to Euston, two hours and a quarter were 
required to sort the letters posted up to 
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six o'clock. If he was told that the 
resources of the Post Office were not 
equal to sorting the Irish letters in two 
and a quarter hours, then he said the 
Post Office officials made great demands 
on their credulity. If they were unable 
to do it, let them put on extra officials. 
It was only, at the utmost, a matter of 
a few extra sorters. To suggest that 
the resources of this tremendous institu- 
tion were not equal to sorting the Irish 
letters in two and a quarter hours—well, 
he could not believe it, that was all he 
could say about it. The right hon. 
Gentleman’s argument, as he understood, 
was that as six o'clock was the last hour 
for posting in London, it was impossible 
to dispatch the mails from 
London than 8.30. Supposing they 
granted that position, how did that 
justify the time-table the Post Office had 
issued ? Their proposal was to make 
the mail start later than 8.30. Their 
proposal was to make it start at 8.45, 
He could only regard the Post Office 
reasons as of the most flimsy character, 
and they would not bear examination 
for one moment. He now came to the 
substantial part of the right hon. Gen- 
tleman’s argument—the railway reasons. 
He need only touch on these railway 
reasons to show that they were wholly 
untenable. The right hon. Gentleman 
gave no reason in the case of the night 
mail from Ireland, consequently there 
were no railway reasons in the case of 
the night mail from Ireland. 

*THE SECRETARY to tne TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) 
said there were railway reasons, but not so 
important as those which he did give to 
the House. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY said in 
that case their importance must be very 
small. Then there was the case of the 
night mail from London. The right 
hon. Gentleman showed that they could 
give them an extra quarter of an hour 
by expediting the Manchester train, 
but that to give them the whole of their 
demand — namely, half-an-hour, he 
Mr. Maurice Healy. 
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would have to expedite five trains. He 
was informed that, in the main, they 
were slow trains, and that there was no 
insuperable difficulty in solving this 
question. He took it that there existed 
neither Post Office nor railway reasons 
why this enormous Treasury expenditure 
should not.be devoted to the purposes 
for which they sought and obtained it. 
He thought the right hon. Gentleman, 
although he had made no formal declara- 
tion, had offered what he might call, 
without offence, a recantation of the 
previous declarations of the Post Office 
on the subject, and they might take it 
that, when the new Session opened and 
the right hon. in a 
position to make a statement, the state- 
ment he would then make would be 
satisfactory to the Irish views of this 
matter. There was another point to 
which he desired to direct the attention 
of the House. Twelve months ago, when 
the right hon. Gentleman came _ into 
office, he asked him whether, in connec- 
tion with the improvement of the mail 
service, the Post Office would consider 
the desirability of putting an end to the 
present antiquated system of transfer- 
ring the mails, which involved a waste 
of some three-quarters of an hour. The 
right hon. Gentleman then came down 
and gave the stereotyped answer of the 
Post Office. The right hon. Gentleman 
had now given exactly the same reply he 
gave 12 months ago—namely, that the 
Department were considering the matter. 
He asked the right hon. Gentleman and 
the postal authorities to do themselves 
justice, and not only so, but to treat the 
Members of the House of Commons as if 
they average _ intelligence. 
Hon. Members were quite capable of 
bringing their minds to bear on these 
questions, and of weighing fairly the 
answers of public Departments. He, 
personally, was convinced that if the 
right hon. Gentleman were to express his 
own candid opinions in this matter they 
would be ofa very different nature to 
his official opinions. He would put it 
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to the right hon. Gentleman whether, 
the Post Office having thought it worth 
while to expend £100,000 a year extra 
to save two hours a day in the mail 
service, it was not desirable to incur a 
further comparatively trifling expendi- 
ture to expedite the transhipment. 
There was one other point to which he 
wished to direct the attention of the 
right hon. Gentleman, and that was the 
system of fees which prevailed in the 
Irish County Courts. The answers 
which he had previously received on this 
matter were not satisfactory, and having 
regard to the conduct of the Treasury in 
financial matters connected with Ireland, 
he was under a distinct apprehension 
that they might utilise the Recess to issue 
a new set of County Court fees which 
would be altogether unsatisfactory. 
The Treasury doubled the fees in the 
Irish County Courts in 1877, and thus 
doubled the amount which in this way 
they exacted from the poorer classes of 
Ireland. He was unable to understand 
the difference between the fees in the 
Superior Courts and in the County 
Courts. In the Superior Courts, having 
regard to the large litigation involved, 
the fees were small compared with those 
imposed in the County Courts. He 
should not be satisfied with any 
comparison between the English and the 
Irish County Courts which the right 
hon. Gentleman might set up in his 
answer to him. He knew that the fees 
in the English Courts were even higher 
than those in the Irish Courts, and he 
regarded the fees of the English Courts 
as nothing less than a scandal. If he 
were an English Member he would never 
rest satisfied until he obtained some 
reform of the system of fees in the 
County Courts of this country—{ ‘‘ hear, 
hear !’’|—for seeing the way taxation 
was levied and the enormous sums which 
the Exchequer spent on certain matters, 
he would say that no English Member 
could do better service to the poorer 
classes of his country than by inducing 
the Treasury to initiate some reform in 
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the scandalous conditions existing in the 
County Court administration. What 
they wanted in Ireland was cheap 
justice for the poor man. _ [‘‘ Hear, 
hear !’’] He thought the Treasury was 
hardly so much to blame in this matter 
as a certain Irish official, whose name 
he would not mention, but who seemed 
to think that his sole duty as an official 
in Ireland was to go about poking his 
nose here and there with a view to see 
where he could put on some extra 
charge or tax. There was a great neces- 
sity for reform in the Irish County 
Courts in the method in which the fees 
were levied. If he had been a Member 
of that House in 1877 he certainly 
should not have been satisfied with the 
scale of fees which the Treasury then 
imposed, for they were most incon- 
siderate. The fees then existing should 
have been left alone, and certainly not 
increased as they were. He wished to 
know whether the Treasury contem- 
plated any action in the matter, and if 
so, to tell the Irish Members what it 
was. Unhappily, in Irish matters they 
were exposed to the tender mercies of 
those Treasury gentlemen who were 
little better than so many sharks, who 
were ever seeking what they could do to 
obtain more money out of Ireland, the 
poorest part of the United Kingdom. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] A Committee had 
considered the matter several months 
ago, but the Treasury had done nothing 
in it; they had simply allowed the 
matter to drift. That day he put a 
question to the right hon. Gentleman as 
to what the Treasury intended to do. 
For this was no new question. The 
same system had gone on in Ireland for 
over 20 years, and if any new Order was 
to be issued or any alteration was to be 
made, it was not unreasonable to ask 
that it should be done in the eye of 
Parliament, so that the Irish represen- 
tatives might have the opportunity of 
considering and criticising the action 
taken. He feared the Treasury would 
wait until the Recess to issue a new 
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Order, and then, as the Irish Members 
knew by experience, it would be 
incapable of alteration. He asked the 
right hon. Gentleman not to make him- 
self a party to any such shifty course of 
action. Let him insist that any pro- 
posals of the Treasury in the matter 
should be submitted to Parliament, for 
to sneak a thing through in the Recess 
was not an honest course, and no 
upright Minister would Jend himself to 
it. He appealed to the right hon. Gen- 
tleman to give him a pledge that if the 
Treasury contemplated any alteration 
they would wait until Parliament was 
sitting to make it. 


On the return of Mr. Speaker, after 
the usual interval, 


*Sir ALBERT ROLLIT (Islington, 
S.) desired to offer the co-operation of 
the Chamber of Commerce and the com- 
mercial classes in this country with 
the Irish Members on the subject of 
the carriage of the Irish mails. He 
thought that the hon. Gentleman who 
introduced the subject had spoken too 
much, if anything, from the Irish point 
of view. It was a real Irish grievance, 
no doubt, but it was also a British 
grievance. It was difficult to speak of 
any postal question as being localised ; 
it must atleast affect the two districts 
in which the correspondence was ex- 
changed ; but what affected Cork, for 
example, also affected, to a large degree, 
London and other parts of England. 
The Chambers of Commerce had taken 
up this question frequently, and had 
passed several resolutions upon it, 
and through him they now offered their 
heartiest co-operation in order to bring 
the question to a close. He did not 
think that the railway companies were 
rendering proper service to either 
country in this matter. In the first 
place, the delays in connection with 
Crewe and Chester, and the allowance 
according to the time-table of half-an- 
hour, were most excessive. The com- 
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panies also seemed to forget how deep 
was their interest as traders in facilita- 
ting trading  inter-communications. 
Their policy, therefore, should be one of 
enterprise rather than that of inanition, 
and so far from offering in this case all 
the facilities in their power, it seemed 
to him that they had done entirely the 
reverse. He hoped that the Postal 
Department would, as it would where 
mails and subsidies were involved, bring 
pressure to bear on the railway companies, 
and would insist upon every facility being 
given between the two countries. He 
could not altogether acquit the Post 
Office of blame in this matter. The Post 
Office had a large surplus revenue, and 
it forgot that its first duty was, after 
all, to those who provided the money. 
The primary duty incumbent on the Post 
Office was to take care that those who 
provided the revenue should have proper 
facilities. He had great confidence in 
the Secretary to the Treasury, and he 
hoped that as the right hon. Gentleman 
seemed to realise that this was a 
grievance, he would make up his mind 
that the Department should not refrain 
from strong representations as to the 
demands of both countries in the 
matter. He also agreed with his hon. 
Friend with regard to the fees charged 
in the County Courts of Ireland. The 
matter had been before the Chambers of 
Commerce, and it had been resolved at 
the Dublin and other meetings, that 
the whole procedure required to be 
greatly improved. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.) 
drew attention to the mail facilities in 
the north of Ireland, and particularly 
the delivered by the Great 
Northern Railway Company of Ireland. 
The arrangements made by that com- 
pany in the transport and dispatch of 
the Irish mails received from England 
and abroad were inefficient and inade- 
quate. On the Midland system a train 
left at 7.40 a.m. and arrived at Cavan 
at 11 o'clock. A Great Northern train 
left at 6.45 a.m., and the mail was not 
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delivered in Cavan until after 11 0’ clock. 
It wagimpossible in these circumstances 
for the merchants of the town to auswer 
the letters received as the outgoing mail 
left at one o'clock. There was no reason 
or excuse why 40 minutes should be lost 
at Dundalk on the way from Dublin to 
Cavan. The train arrived at Dundalk 
at 8.20 a.m., and the outgoing slow 
train which stopped at every station did 
not leave Dundalk until 9 o’ clock, and 
it took over two hours for that train to 
travel a distance of 50 miles, In this 
matter he thought that the Government 
and the Post Office were allowing them- 
selves to be badly treated by the Great 
Northern Railway Company, because he 
understood that the Company had on 
occasions shown the greatest disinclina- 
tion as to giving facilities for the carry- 
ing of the mails. The Company was 
receiving from the Government a large 
subsidy, and he failed to see why in 
return for the facilities granted to them 
this strong Government could not bring 
pressure to bear on the Companies 
through the Railway Commissioners or 
the Board of Trade to compel them to 
give a better service than at present. 
The Midland Great Western Railway 
Company delivered their mails in Sligo, 
136 miles from Dublin, at 12 o’clock, 
whilst the Great Northern Railway 
Company could only deliver their mails 
in the town of Cavan, which, in a direct 
line, was only 70 miles from Dublin, at 
11 o'clock in the morning, although they 
left Dublin fully half-an-hour before the 
mails left Dublin for Sligo. The whole 
system was bad, and he asked for an 
assurance that a change would be 
initiated. 

Mr. VESEY KNOX (Londonderry) 
said that the city of Derry was also 
greatly interested in the mail question, 
The decision which the Post Office might 
come to in the question of the accelera- 
tion of the mails concerned Derry very 
closely. It was not yet certain whether 
the Canadian Government would require 
an Irish port for their new mail 
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steamers. At any rate, it had not yet 
been decided what port was to be used. 
If the Government did not improve the 
communication on this side between 
Moville and Dublin, Derry might lose 
the advantage of having the port used 
by the Canadian mail steamers. That 
would be a great loss. The present 
system of communication between Derry 
and London was most unsatisfactory. 
The time allowed for entering letters in 
an important commercial town like 
Derry was ridiculous. He wished to 
hear from the Secretary to the Treasury 
what was proposed to be done with 
respect to the alternative service by 
Stranraer. At present it was the 
Scotch portion of this service that was 
faulty, and there was an unnecessary 
delay at Carlisle of 40 or 50 minutes. 

*Mr. HANBURY said the hon. Mem- 
ber for Cork had raised three points, the 
first of which was with regard to the 
general question of the Irish mails, and 
the next in regard to certain alterations 
at Holyhead and Kingstown. He had 
also raised the further question of County 
Court fees. He could assure the hon. 
Member that the Treasury had not for- 
gotten any of its pledges, for they held 
that they ought to see that the poor got 
cheap justice in these County Courts. 
The hon. Member had complained that 
the Committee had been sitting some 
time, and that he (Mr. Hanbury) had 
had no information to give him when he 
put questions, but the fact was, of 
course, that there were two parties to be 
consulted with regard to the ultimate 
decision in this matter, the first being 
the Lord Chancellor and the second the 
Treasury, and they had as yet had no 
information from the Lord Chancellor as 
to the view he took on this subject. 
That being so, and as the House was 
going to rise, the hon. Member had 
suggested to him that it would not be 
unreasonable that no official decision 
should be arrived at by the Treasury 
until next Session, when it would be 
possible, if objections were raised to the 
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scale of fees, to raise them in that 
House. He (Mr. Hanbury) was bound 
to say that he was one of those who 
thought that in these matters delay 
would be of considerable advantage, 
and he would undertake, on behalf of 
the Treasury, that the question should 
not be settled until opportunity had 
been given for discussion in the House. 
Then the hon. Member raised the ques- 
tion of Holyhead pier and of the Kings- 
town arrangements for shipping the 
mails. In view of the importance of 
giving greater time in Ireland for reply- 
ing to the London correspondence, he 
undoubtedly thought it was very impor- 
tant that there should be more rapid and 
more effective means of shipping the 
mails than existed at the present 
moment. The hon. Member said that 
occasionally the delay was a delay of 
three-quarters of an hour. That might 
be so occasionally, but he thought that 
the average delay was only from 
10 minutes to a quarter of an hour 
under the present arrangements. This 
was an important question, especially in 
view of the difficulties the railway com- 
panies raised in regard to any alteration 
of their time-tables, and he would say 
frankly that he thought the hon. 
Member had some just cause for com- 
plaint that no decision had been arrived 
at upon this matter sooner. On the 
other hand, there was this to be said, 
that he (Mr. Hanbury) did not think it 
of very material importance until the 
new arrangements came into play, and 
certainly he would hope that within the 
next two or three months, at any rate, 
the matter would be settled. The new 
arrangements were not designed to come 
into force until the Ist April, and, 
though there had been delay, he did not 
think that practically very much time 
had been lost. But there had been 
difficulties, because not only was it a 
mail question, but it was also a harbour 
question, in which the Board of Trade 
was concerned just as much as the Trea- 
sury and the Post Office. He would 
Mr. Hanbury. 
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see whether a Committee could be 
appointed to consider whether an 
alteration could not be effected in 
these almost antediluvian arrangements, 
Then the hon. Member raised the 
general question of the mails, a subject 
they discussed on the Second Reading 
of this Bill, and he said it was a ques- 
tion of especial importance to Cork. He 
was bound to say, from the representa- 
tions he had had from Irish Members 
representing all parts of Ireland, that he 
realised that it was a question of very 
serious importance to Ireland. The 
trade correspondence of that country 
with England was, of necessity, a ques- 
tion they ought to do their utmost to 
meet, and they had now reduced the 
matter to this point—that whilst the 
wish of the Irish Members was that 
there should be an additional two 
hours’ time given in Ireland for the 
London correspondence to be dealt 
with, the Post Office could only 
provide for one hour. He did not 
think the hon. Member for Isling- 
ton (Sir A. Rollit) was quite fair 
to the Treasury or the Post Office in 
implying that this was merely a matter 
of money. It was not really that. 
Although, no doubt, the Post Office had 
a considerable surplus, still, on the other 
hand, he thought that in incurring an 
extra expenditure of £100,000 on these 
mails, the Treasury had gone a long way 
to meet the necessities of the case. What 
they had now to consider was the question 
of communication by land, and the hon. 
Member had criticised the Post Office on 
the subject. As he said the other day, 
there were difficulties which were purely 
Departmental connected with the Post 
Office, and also difficulties connected 
with the railway companies. Among 
other things the hon. Member mentioned, 
was the difficulty of sending off letters 
for the Irish mail before half-past eight 
o'clock, and he assumed that all the 
etters reached St. Martin’s-le-Grand ‘at 
six o'clock. Of course, that was not 
the case. Letters were posted all over 
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London at six o'clock, and it took 
some time for them to arrive at the 
General Post Office. Then the hon. 
Member seemed to assume that they 
were dealing only with Irish letters. Of 
course they were dealing with all 
letters,and they had to be separated, and 
the Post Office had undoubtedly found 
in the past that it was quite impossible 
to deal with these Irish letters before 
half-past eight o'clock. Only a com- 
paratively small portion of these letters 
started by the Irish mail ; fully one- 
half were sent by the Scotch mail, and 
the Irish mail had to wait at Crewe for 
the Scotch mail. The hon. Member had 
said they might get through this work a 
great deal more quickly if they had a 
larger staff. It was not a question of 
expense, but to a great extent a question 
of space. The Post Office accommodated 
at present practically as many clerks as 
it could, and even if they had a greater 
staff they really had not got the space at 
present. But after all, as he had said, 
whatever time they might start from 
London, whether they started at eight 
o'clock, half-past eight, or nine, what 
really was the key of the whole position 
was the departure from Crewe and 
Chester. The difficulty arose at Crewe 
and Chester because the Irish mail had 
to work in connection with the mails 
coming from Birmingham, _ Bristol, 
Derbyshire (by Stoke), and from Man- 
chester. He thought that there they 
had the largest ground for complaint, 
as undoubtedly in these arrangements 
too large a margin was allowed for un- 
punctuality. If they allowed a margin 
of 10 minutes he thought they would be 
allowing as much as they could fairly be 
expected to allow ; but allowing, as they 
did, in some of these cases 25 minutes 
and in others more than half-an-hour, was, 
he thought, more than the railway com- 
panies had a right to expect. He also, 
to a large extent, agreed that the rail- 
way companies, who, after all, enjoyéd 
great privileges, and to whom the Govern- 
ment, through its mails, gave a large 
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amount of traffic, might, as it was only 
a question of a few minutes, do some- 
thing to shorten the wait at Crewe. He 
fully recognised the difficulty that if the 
trains were required to arrive a quarter of 
an hour earlier, the communication along 
the route would be to a great extent up- 
set ; but he could not help thinking that 
that was a difficulty which might be got 
over by a rearrangement of their time- 
tables if plenty of time was given to 
do so. The hon. Member said that 
pressure ought to be brought to bear on 
the companies. He himself would say 
this—and he said it not only with regard 
to the Post Office contracts, but to a 
good many other Government contracts 
—that he thought these contracts might 
be drawn up ina much more business- 
like manner than they were at present. 
He also thought when contracts of this 
kind were made they ought to see that 
better provision was made than existed 
under the present contracts for efficient 
intercommunication and junction at 
Crewe and Chester. But, as he had said, 
in these matters he thought the Post 
Office might bring pressure to bear upon 
the railway companies. The Irish 
Members had, perhaps, done the most to 
settle this difficulty by obtaining the 
concession that the whole matter should 
be postponed until next Session, so that 
in the meantime public opinion might be 
brought to bear upon the railway com- 
panies, and he hoped that the strong 
public opinion upon this matter would 
induce the companies to make an altera- 
tion which he thought the public had a 
right to demand. 

Mr. W. E. M. TOMLINSON (Pres- 
ton) called attention to the Commission 
on the Incidence of Local Taxation. 
Looking to the terms of reference and 
the names of the Commissioners, it 
seemed to him that the subject was 
likely to be treated in too narrow and 
departmental a way. He thought that 
the departmental element was too strong. 
The question they wanted to have 
decided was, what was the real incidence 
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of rating on industrial enterprises, and 
what proportion those burdens bore 
to the same burdens in other countries. 
He was convinced that the industrial 
interests of the country would not be 
satisfied unless the Inquiry was con- 
ducted on a wider basis. 

*THeE SECRETARY To tue LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
RussE.L, Tyrone, 8.) was understood to 
say that local taxation was a highly 
technical and difficult subject, and that 
the officials selected had been chosen 
for their competence to advise upon the 
matter. 


Mr. Hersert Lewis (Flint Boroughs), 
and Mr. Parrick O’ Brien (Kilkenny) 
rose to speak, when 


Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY appealed to the House not to 
lengthen the discussion, because unless 
the Third Reading of the Bill was 
obtained by four o'clock, the arrange- 
ments for closing the Session would be 
very much interfered with. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN said he 
was compelled to call attention to a 
matter in connection with the appoint- 
ment to the County Court Judgeship for 
county Down. The present occupant of 
the office had for some time past been 
prostrated by illness, and in conse- 
quence it became necessary to appoint a 
locum tenens 12 months ago; and the 
gentleman selected happened to be the 
Unionist candidate for the county. 
That was a reason why he should not 
have been appointed as deputy, and an 
absolute reason why he should not be 
appointed to succeed Judge Roche if it 
should unfortunately be necessary to fill 
his place. One of the duties the County 
Court Judge had to fulfil was to revise 
the register of voters for future elections, 
and it would be perfectly indecent to 
appoint to that office a gentleman who 
had been a candidate for Parliament. 
It would be to deliberately frustrate the 
ends of justice. As a result of questions 
Mr. W. E. M. Tomlinson. 
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put by him, this gentleman had been 
removed from the office of locum tenens, 
and he had been boasting that that was 
done as a matter of policy by the Goy- 
ernment, and that when a permanent 
appointment was made it would be made 
when Parliament was not sitting, and 
that he would then receive the appoint- 
ment. He hoped that the right hon. 
Gentleman, in the event of the vacancy 
occurring during the Recess, would not 
make the appointment until after the 
reassembling of the House. He could 
assure the House that he had no feeling 
against Mr. Craig, but he felt it to be 
part of his public duty to protest against 
the appointment. One other point to 
which he would ask the attention of the 
right hon. Gentleman was a matter 
which had given general satisfaction in 
Ireland, especially during the past 
Session, and he would ask him to take a 
leaf out of the book of his colleague the 
Home Secretary for England, who, being 
dissatisfied with the Report of the local 
medical officers, had sent experts to 
inquire into the health of political 
prisoners. It was unfortunately true 
that they still had in Ireland a large 
number of political prisoners, and he 
asked the right hon. Gentleman the 
Chief Secretary to follow the example of 
the Home Secretary for England, whose 
action he was pleased to say had been so 
favourably received by every section of 
the House. He asked him to take some 
means of having experts sent to inquire 
into the condition of health of a large 
number of Irishmen detained in prison, 
and he hoped that when he got the 
Reports of those experts that he would 
take the same action in liberating them. 
He was afraid that those Reports would 
bear out his anticipations, that their 
condition was such that if kept in prison 
until the expiration of their term of 
sentence, or even to the end of the term 
which the law required, the lives of 
some of them might be sacrificed. He 
would remind the right hon. Gentleman 
that, during the last few years one of the 
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prisoners died a fortnight before the time 
when he was to have been released, and 
that, of two other prisoners who were 
released, one of them of the name of 
Walsh, was taken to the hospital, where 
he (Mr. O’ Brien) saw him, never got off 
his bed, and there died. A third case 
was that of Christopher Dowling, who 
was released on the ground of ill-health, 
but who died, and was honoured with a 
public funeral in the city of Dublin. He 
mentioned these instances in order to 
warn the Chief Secretary that, although 
he might depend to a large extent, as he 
was bound to do, upon the Reports sup- 
plied by the prison medical officers, it 
was not safe to depend upon them if he 
wished to save the lives of some of the 
prisoners. He knew of other prisoners 
who were in danger at the present time 
in consequence of their confinement, and 
he therefore asked the right hon. Gentle- 
man to follow up the action of the Home 
Secretary, and not to depend on the 
official men however excellent they 
might be, but to send an expert down to 
inquire into the matter. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
desired to associate himself with the 
expression of regret which had fallen 
from the hon. Member as to the state of 
health of Judge Roche, but he trusted 
that the Judge might still be able to 
resume his duties. It was not really in 
the power or province of any member of 
the Executive to remove Judge Roche, 
who could only be removed by an 
Address by both sides of the Houses of 
Parliament. The appointment of the 
Judge was in the gift of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and therefore the hon. 
Member was not in order in raising the 
question on this occasion. Still, he did 
not, on that ground, decline to deal 
with the question to-day. He thought 
it was an unheard-of thing, before a 
vacancy had occurred, that a demand 
was made upon the Executive Govern- 
ment to appoint a person to a particular 
office. He thought such a demand had 
never been made upon the Government 


VOL. XLIV. [FouRTH SERIES. ] 








{14 Avausr 1896} (Appropriation) Bill. 886 


before, and it was one with which he 
absolutely declined to comply. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: Has 
the right hon. Gentleman ever heard of 
a deputy saying that he would soon get 
into his principal’s shoes ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
had absolutely no evidence before him 
to show that the charge which the hon. 
Member was bringing against Mr. Craig 
had any foundation. Nothing of the 
kind had reached him, and in any case, 
if Mr. Craig had made any statement of 
that kind, it was wholly unauthorised. 
He could assure the hon. Gentleman 
that they were not speculating upon 
Judge Roche vacating office, or who the 
Lord Lieutenant would appoint as his 
successor upon his vacating office, but 
they would consider the  qualifi- 
cations of the various candidates on 
their merits with regard to all the cir- 
cumstances of the case. Beyond that 
he could not go. Then the hon. Gentle- 
man had asked him to make special 
inquiry into the state of health of those 
whom he called political prisoners in 
Ireland, and to imitate the example of 
the Home Secretary in that matter. It 
was the duty of those who had to 
consider those matters to see that not 
merely political prisoners who were in 
danger of their lives because of the con- 
finement should be enlarged, but that 
any such prisoners should be enlarged, 
and of course that matter would have 
the attention of the Executive in 
Ireland. He must remind the hon. 
Member, with reference to the action of 
the Home Secretary, that the Report 
from the local officers with regard to 
those prisoners was to the effect that 
their confinement endangered their 
health, and accordingly his right hon. 
Friend sent down a special Commis- 
sioner to inquire further. He (the Chief 
Secretary) could not undertake to make 
special inquiry into the state of health of 
the political prisoners in Ireland, but, if 
it was reported that their confinement 
endangered their health, it would be the 
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duty of the Irish Executive to take the 
matter into consideration. 





Prorogation. 


Motion agreed to ; Bill read the Third 
time, and passed. 


STANDING ORDERS. 

The following notice of Motion stood 
upon the Paper :— 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micnaret Hicks 
Beacnu, Bristol, W.)—To move as 
Amendments to Standing Orders 57 
and 62— 


In each Standing Order, leave out “ whether 
payable out of the Consolidated Fund or out of 
moneys to be provided by Parliament,” and in- 
sert “from whatever source or fund the same 
may be made payable.’’ 


To move, as an addition to Standing 
Order 57, 


This House will not entertain any Motion to 
extend the period of repayment of any Advance, 
or proposed Advance, or to vary the rate of 
interest thereon, unless it be moved by a Minister 
of the Crown. 


New Standing Order,— 
Pecuniary Interest of Members. 


That a Motion to disallow the vote of any 
Member shall be made immediately after the 
declaration from the Chair of the numbers in 
the Division in which such vote was given, and 
shall be exempt from interruption under the 
provisions of any Standing Order regulating 
the Sittings of the House. 


Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER said that as some hon. 
Members objected to the Motion for 
amending the Standing Orders of the 
House which stood upon the Paper in 
his name, he would not make the 
Motion at this period of the Session. 
He therefore moved that the Order of 
the Day be read and discharged. 


Order of the Day read, and dis- 
charged. 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 
Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY moved :— 


“That if, during the existence of a Parlia- 
ment, Papers are commanded to be presented to 


Mr. Gerald Balfour. 
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this House by Her Majesty at any time, the 
delivery of such Papers to the Librarian of the 
House of Commons shall be deemed to be for 
all purposes the presentation of them to this 
House.”’ 


Prorogation. 


Motion agreed to. 


Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY : I move that this be a Standing 
Order of the House. 


Motion agreed to. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 

Tae CIVIL LORD or tHE AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr. AusTEN CHAMBERLAIN, 
Worcestershire, E.) moved, ‘‘ That the 
statement of the estimated income and 
expenditure of Greenwich Hospital and 
of Travers’ Foundation for the year 
1896-7 be approved.”’ 


Motion agreed to. 


Sitting suspended, amid cheers, shortly 
after a Quarter before Four o’ clock. 


PROROGATION. 

House reassembled at a Quarter past 
Six o’clock, when the Gentleman Usher 
of the Black Rod (Sir Michael A. 8. 
Biddulph) attended, and requested the 
attendance of the House in the House of 
Peers to hear the Royal Assent given to 
certain Measures, and also to hear the 
Gracious Speech from*the Throne. 


Mr. SPEAKER, accompanied by the 
Serjeant-at-Arms (Mr. Erskine), the 
Chaplain (the Rev. Canon Basil Wilber- 
force), and by about 40 Members, went 
to the House of Lords. On their re- 
turn, Mr. Speaker read Her Majesty’s 
Gracious Speech. 


The business of the Session then 


ended. 
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made by the Bourd of ‘Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traflic Act 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Tratlic and 
the Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto for the Caledonian and 
Crinan Canals. (Canal Tolls and Charges 
(Caledonian and Crinan Canals) Order Con- 
firmation.) 


Ixxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order | 


made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic and 
the Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto for the Canals of the 
Burwell Fen Drainage and Navigation Com- 
missioners and certain other Canals. (Canal 
Tolls and Charges (Burwell Fen, &c.) Order 
Confirmation.) 


Ixxxi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Metropolitan 
Police Act 1886, relating to lands in the 
parishes of St. John the Evangelist, West- 
minster, and All Saints, Poplar. (Metro- 
politan Police Provisional Order Confir- 
mation.) 


Ixxxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, re- 
lating to Cowes, Folkestone, Gloucester, 
Huddersfield, King’s Lynn, Manchester, and 
Wells. (Electric Lighting Orders Confir- 
mation (No. 1).) 


Ixxxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, re- 


Charges | 
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Ixxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of the Belfast Union. (Local Govern- 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 4).) 


Ixxxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Town of Portrush. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Order Confirmation (No, 4). 


Ixxxvili. An Act to contirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Publie Health (Ireland) 
Act. 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Coleraine. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confir- 
mation (No. 6).) 


Ixxxix. An Act to confirma Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of the Sligo Union. (Local Govern- 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 7).) 


xc. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Sanitary Districts 
of Queenstown, Larne, Manorhamilton and 
Donegal. (Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 8).) 


xci. An Act to contirm a Provisional Order made 
by the Local Government Board for Ireland 
under the Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878, 
relating to the Rural Sanitary District of 
the Sligo Union. (Local Government Board 
(Ireland) Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 100).) 


xcii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Mullingar. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confir- 
mation (No. 12).) 

xciii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Land Drainage Act 1861, relating 
to the Langley, Chedgrave and Toft Monks 





lating to Colwyn Bay and Colwyn, Devon- 
port, Godalming, Kettering, Kingstown and 
Middleton. 
firmation (No. 2).) 


Ixxxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, re- 


lating to Ashton-on-Mersey and Bucklow and | 
(Electric Lighting Orders Confir- | 


Keswick. 
mation (No. 6).) 


lxxxv. An Act to confirm two Provisional 


(Electric Lighting Orders Con- | 


Marshes in the Parishes of Langley, Ched- 
| grave, Toft Monks, Stockton, Haddiscoe, 
Loddon, Raveningham and Reedham in the 
county of Norfolk. (Land Drainage Supple- 
mental.) 


| xciv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Birchington, Bexhill, Herne Bay, Penzance, 
| Porthgain, Stonehaven and Studland. (Pier 
and Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Orders made by the Local Government Board|xcv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 


Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary | 


Districts of Londonderry and Ballinasloe. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 





Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870 
relating to Chester-le-Street and. Pelton Gas, 
Maidstone Gas and Settle Gas. (Gas Orders 
Confirmation.) 


| 
i 
| 
| 
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| 
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xevi. An Act to transfer the Upper and Lower 
Boyne Navigations to the Boyne Navigation 
Company (Limited). (Boyne Navigation 
Transfer.) 














































xevii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1894, relating to the 
London and English Channel Pilotage Dis- 
tricts. (Pilotage Order Confirmation.) 


xeviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870, 
relating to Fort William Gas and Laindon 
Gas and Water. (Gas and Water Orders | 
Confirmation.) | 

| 





xcix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867, 
and any Acts amending the same, relating tc 
Kelty Water. (Kelty Water Order Confir- 
mation.) 





An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of the 
Local Government Board relating to the Ports | 
of Colchester, Newcastle, North Shields, | 
Plymouth, South Shields and Weymouth. | 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Order | 
Confirmation (Ports).) 
i. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
Axbridge, Basford, Bath, Cambridge, Carlisle, 
Hanwell, Richmond (Surrey), Southall-Nor- 
wood, Stocksbridge, Waltham-Holy-Cross and 
Woking. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 
cii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional | 
Orders of the Local Government Board | 
relating to the Chorley, Epsom-(Rural)- | 
Sutton-Carshalton-and-Leatherhead, Evesham, | 
Guildford-Godalming-and- Woking, Havant, | 
Lanchester, Liversedge-and- Mirfield and 
Luddenden Joint Hospital Districts. (Local | 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- | 
firmation (No. 7).) | 


ceili. An Act to confirm certain Provisional | 
Orders of the Local Government Board | 
relating to the Church-and-Clayton-le- Moors, | 
Clayton-le-Moors-and-Great-Harwood, Con- | 
way-and-Colwyn-Bay, Stourbridge, Upper- | 
Stour-Valley, Whitchurch and Ystradyfodwg- 
and-Pontypridd United Districts. (Local | 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- | 
firmation (No. 8).) 


civ. An Act to confirm 
Orders of the Local Government Board | 
relating to the Bromley-and-Beckenham, | 
Calverley, Dewsbury, North Bierley, Ponte- 
fract, Rochester-and-Chatham, ‘Tamworth, | 
Thornton, Warwick and Wirral Joint Hos- 
pital Districts. (Local Government Board’s | 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 





certain Provisional | 


| 

| 

ey. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Barnstaple, Bournemouth (two), 
Devonport, Oxford, Prestwich, Southport and | 
Stapleton. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 10).) 
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evi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board , 
relating to the Oakwell, Sandown -and- 
Shanklin, Tiverton and Uxbridge Joint Hos- 
pital Districts. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 11).) 


evii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Accrington and Church, 
Birmingham, Tame and Rea Darenth Valley 
and Richmond (Surrey) United Districts, 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 12).) 


eviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Aberavon, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Derby, Hexham and Stalybridge and to the 
Braintree and Keighley-and-Bingley Joint 
Hospital Districts. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 14).) 


cix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the County of Hertford and the 
City of Liverpool (two). (Local Government 


Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 17).) 

ex. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 


relating to Batley, Darlington, Haverfordwest, 
Lancaster, Manchester and Mountain Ash. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 18).) 


An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Burnley, Leicester, Oldham, Wigan 
and Wolverhampton. (Local Government 


Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 19).) 
exii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870 and the Public Health Act 1875 relating 
to Great Driffield, Sandwich, South Molton 
and Tiverton. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (Gas).) 


exiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
Warrington. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (Warring- 
ton).) 

exiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867 
and Acts amending the same relating to Culter 
Water. (Culter Water Order Confirmation.) 


exv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867 
and any Acts amending the same relating to 
Dalmeny and Kirkliston Water. (Dalmeny 
and Kirkliston Water Order Confirmation.) 


exvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Larne. (Local Government Board 
(Ireland) Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 9).) 
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exvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Bray, Cork, Liverpool,Queenstown, 
Rathmines and Rathgar and Sale. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


exviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Great Berkhamsted and North- 
church, Great Crosby and Waterloo, Margate 
and Pembroke Township. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 4).) 


exix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Battersea, Camberwell and St. 
Saviour’s District. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 5).) 


exx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act 1870, relating to Aberdeen 
District Tramways, Blackpool Corporation 
Tramways, Bristol Tramways, Dover Corpora- 
tion Tramways, Hull Corporation Tramways, 
Manchester Corporation Tramways and Ply- 
mouth Corporation Tramways. (‘Tramways 
Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


exxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, 
relating to Dunoon, Helensburgh and Killy- 
begs. (Pier and Harbour Orders Confirmation 
(No. 4).) 


exxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Secretary of State under the 
Military Lands Act 1892. (Military Lands 
Provisional Orders Confirmation.) 
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Brighton-and-Preston United District, Chis- 
wick, Linthwaite, Swansea United District, 
and Willesden to put in force the Lands 
Clauses Acts. (Education Department Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (Acton, &c.).) 


clxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act 1888, relating to 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic and 
the Schedule of Maximum Rates and Charges 
of the Lee-on-the-Solent Light Railway 
Company, the Liverpool, St. Helen’s and 
South Lancashire Railway Company, the 
Wrexham and Ellesmere Railway Company, 
and the Donoughmore Extension Light Rail- 
way Company Limited. (Railway Rates 
and Charges (Lee-on-the-Solent Light Rail- 
way, &c.) Order Confirmation.) 


elxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act 1870, relating to Blyth 
and Cowpen Tramways, Oldham, Ashton- 
under-Lyne, Hyde and District Electric 
Tramways, Potteries Extension Tramways, 
and Swansea (Constitution Hill) Tramway. 
(Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


elxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Abergele and Pensarn, Bridgnorth, 
Caerphilly, Knighton, Litherland, Swansea 
and Teignmouth. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


elxviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban District of Blackpool 
and the Rural Districts of Chelmsford, 
Martley and South Mimms. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 16).) 





clxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional | 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under | 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act | 
1870, relating to Amersham, Beaconsfield and | 
District Water, Burnham and District Water, | 
East Huntingdonshire Water, Hemel Hemp- | 
stead Water, Maidstone Water, and Tilehurst, | 
Pangbourne and District Water. 
Orders Confirmation.) 


made by the Local Government Board for 


elxii. An Act to confirm a Provisional gl 


elxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Cheltenham, Shrewsbury and 
Warrington. (Local Government Board's 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 20).) 


(Water = An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 


the Local Government Board relating to 
Wolverhampton. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 21).) 


Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) | clxxi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary | 
(Local Government | 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 22).) 


| es . a 
| clxxii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


District of Armagh. 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 2).) 


elxiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Listowel. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 11).) 


clxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Acts 1870 to 


1893, to enable the School Boards for Acton, | 


of the Local Government Board relating to 
Nottingham. (Local Government Board’s 


of the Local Government Board relating to 
the Borough of Longton. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 24).) 


elxxiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Education Department, under 
the Elementary Education Act 1870, to 
enable the School Board for London to put in 
force the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education 
Department Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London).) 
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clxxiv. An Act to contirm a Provisional Order 
of the Board of Agriculture relating to the 
Regulation of Darwen Moor in the Borough | 
of Darwen. (Commons Regulation (Darwen) | 
Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


clxxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional | 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, | 
relating to Allerton, Little Woolton, Much | 
Woolton, Childwall and Garston, Bath and 
Merthyr Tydfil. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Contirmation (No. 7).) 


elxxvi, An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of ‘Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, | 
relating to New Ross and Weston-super- | 
Mare. (Pier and Harbour Orders Conftirma- 


tion (No. 3).) 


elxxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under | 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, | 
relating to Emsworth and Oban. (Pier and | 


Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES. 





‘59 & 60 Vicr.] 


| cexxxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Armagh. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 1).) 


| eexxxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the counties of Bedford, Chester, 
Essex, Flint, Gloucester, Hertford, Hunting- 
don, Middlesex. West Suffolk and Wilts. 
Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 13). 


cexxxvil. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
ot the Local Government Board relating to 
Plymouth. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Order Confirmation (No. 15).) 


cexxxvili. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board under 
the Housing of the Working Classes Act 
1890 relating to Birkenhead and Leeds. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (Housing of Working 
Classes).) 
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Royat Assent, 27th March 1896. 


i. An Act to extend the time for the completion 
of the Acton Junction Railway of the Metro- 
politan District Railway Company. (Metro- 
politan District Railway (Extension of time).) 


Royat Assent, 31st March 1896. 


Pp. ii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Education Department under the 
Elementary Education Act 1870 to enable the | 
School Board for Tottenham to put in force | 
the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education Depart- 
ment Provisional Order Confirmation (Totten- 
ham).) 


Pp. iii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 relating 
to a portion of the Parish of Kensington St. 
Mary Abbotts and to the St. Olave and Strand 
Districts in the County of London. (Electric | 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (Notting Hill | 
&e.).) 


| 
| 


Royat Assent, 21st May 1896. 


P. iv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
for forming a Compensation District and 
establishing a Compensation Board under the 
Brine Pumping (Compensation for Subsidence) 
Act 1891. (Brine Pumping (Compensation 
for Subsidence) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion.) 


P. v. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act 1892 
relating to Cupar Water. (Cupar Water Order 
Confirmation.) 











Pp. vi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Secretary for Scotland under 
Part I. of the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act 1890 relating to the City and 
Royal Burgh of Aberdeen. (Aberdeen In- 
provement Scheme Provisional Order Con- 
tirmation.) 


Pf. vii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


under the Drainage and Improvement of 
Lands (Ireland) Act 1863 and the Acts 
amending the same relating to the Bunkey 
Drainage District in the Counties of Limerick 
and Tipperary. (Drainage and Improvement 
of Lands Supplemental (Ireland).) 


viii. An Act to make provision with reference 


to the winding-up of the Kent and Surrey 
Permanent Benefit Building Society. (Kent 
and Surrey Permanent Benefit Building 
Society’s.) 


ix. An Act to extend the time for the sale of 


superfluous lands of the Millwall Dock Com- 
pany. (Millwall Dock.) 


x. An Act for incorporating the Uxbridge and 
Rickmansworth Railway Company and for 
other purposes. (Uxbridge and Rickmans- 
worth Railway.) 


xi. An Act toenable the Liverpool Warehousing 
Company Limited to issue transferable certi- 
ficates and warrants for the delivery of goods 
and for other purposes. (Liverpool Ware- 
housing Company Limited (Delivery War- 
rants).) 


xii. An Act to authorise the transfer of the 
undertaking of the Liverpool Electric Supply 
Company Limited to the Corporation of 
Liverpool. (Liverpool Electric Supply 
(Transfer).) 


| 
| 






xxii. An 


[A.D. 1896.] 


xiii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Cheltenham Gas Light and Coke Company 
and for other purposes. (Cheltenham Gas.) 


xiv. An Act to incorporate the subscribers to 
the Customs’ Annuity and Benevolent Fund 
and for other purposes. (Customs’ Annuity 
and Benevolent Fund.) 


xv."An Act to enable certain alterations to be 


made in the Plan of Arrangement of the 
affairs of the English Scottish and Australian 
Chartered Bank and for other purposes. 
(English Scottish and Australian Bank 
Limited.) 


xvi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Waterford and Central Ireland Railway 
Company for the construction of new Rail- 
ways to form part of the Central Ireland 
Railway, to authorise that Company and the 
Kilkenny Junction Railway Company to 
amalgamate their undertakings, and for other 
purposes. (Central Ireland Railway.) 


xvii. An Act to revive and extend some of the 
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xxv. An Act for conferring further powers on 


the Ilfracombe Gas Company. 
Gas.) 


(Ilfracombe 


xxvi. An Act to make further provision re- 


specting the Gas and Water Supply of the 
Corporation of Rotherham and for other 
purposes. (Rotherham Corporation.) 


xxvii. An Act for the granting of further 


powers to the Fylde Waterworks Company 
and for other purposes. (Fylde Water.) 


P. xxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order of the Local Government Board relating 
to the Parish of Saint Matthew, Bethnal 
Green. (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Order Confirmation (Poor Law).) 


Pp. xxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Clitheroe, Goole, Halifax, Llan- 


dudno, Plymouth,  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Swansea and Wallasey. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 4).) 


powers of the Sutton Bridge Dock Company | P. xxx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


to make further provisions with respect to 
their unissued capital and for other purposes. 
(Sutton Bridge Dock.) 


xviii.“An Act for incorporating the Bideford, | 


Westward Ho! and Appledore Railway Com- 
pany and for other purposes. (Bideford 
Westward Ho! and Appledore Railway.) 


xix. An Act to provide for the transfer of 
Cavendish Bridge to the County Council of 
Leicestershire and for the transfer of Har- 


| 





Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Brighouse, Fulstone-and-Hep- 
worth, Hanley-Stoke-and-Fenton, Hertford- 
and-Ware,  Isle-of-Thanet, Sittingbourne- 
and-Milton, Stone, Stroud, and Wallsend-and- 
Willington-Quay Joint Hospital Districts. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 5).) 


Roya. Assent, 2nd July 1896. 


rington and Willington Bridges to the County | xxxi. An Act for the conversion of the existing 


Council of Derbyshire, and for winding up 
the trusts of the said Bridges and for other 
purposes. 
lington Bridges (Transfer).) 


xx. An Act for empowering the Dewsbury and 
Heckmondwike Waterworks Board to con- 


(Cavendish Harrington and Wil- | 


Preference Stock of the Buenos Ayres and 
Ensenada Port Railway Company, Limited, 
and for other purposes. (Buenos Ayres and 
Ensenada Port Railway Company’s.) 


| xxxiil. An Act for empowering the Corporation 


struct additional Waterworks and for other | 


purposes. (Dewsbury and Heckmondwike 


Water.) 


xxi. An Act to incorporate and confer powers 
on the Liverpool Cattle Market Company and 
for other purposes. (Liverpool Cattle Market.) 


Act for appropriating the Leper 
Hospital of Saint Stephen in the City of 
Waterford and converting the same into a 
Public Infirmary for the County of Water- 
ford and the County of the City of Waterford, 
and to make provision for the establishment, 
management and maintenance of the said 
Infirmary and for other purposes. (Water- 
ford Infirmary.) 


xxiii. An Act for the granting of further powers 
to the Guildford Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany. (Guildford Gas.) 


xxiv. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Great Eastern Railway Company and for 
other purposes. (Great Eastern Railway 
(General Powers).) 





of Birmingham to make certain deviations of 
the Aqueduct authorised by the Birmingham 
Corporation Water Act 1892, and to construct 
an additional short line of Railway, and to 
acquire additional lands, and for other 
purposes. (Birmingham Corporation Water.) 


xxxiii. An Act to extend the time for com- 


pleting and opening the Brighton and Rotting- 
dean Seashore Electric Tramroad, to raise 
additional Capital, and for other purposes. 
(Brighton and Rottingdean Seashore Electric 
‘Tramroad.) 


xxxiv. An Act to confer additional powers on 


the Trustees of the Harbour of Dundee, and 
to amend the Acts relating to the Harbour, 
and for other purposes. (Dundee Harbour 
(Additional Powers),) 


xxxv. An Act to amend the Glasgow Juvenile 


Delinquency Prevention and Repression Act 
1878, (Glasgow Juvenile Delinquency Pre- 
vention and Repression Amendment.) 


xxxvi. An Act for amending the Metropolitan 
Market Acts 1857 and 1865 and for other 
(Metropolitan Market.) 


purposes. 
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xxxvii. An Act to authorise the construction 
of Railways from and to Muirkirk, Mauchline 
and Dalmellington, and other places in the 
County of Ayr. (Muirkirk, Mauchline and 
Dalmellington Railways.) 


xxxvili. An Act for empowering the British 
Gas Light Company Limited to extend their 
Works and to expend further Capital at 
Norwich. (British Gas Light Company 
Limited (Norwich).) 


xxxix. An Act to amend the Great Northern 
London Cemetery Act 1876 in reference to 
the disposal of superfluous lands and for 
other purposes. (Great Northern London 
Cemetery.) 


xl. An Act for empowering the Corporation 
of the Royal Burgh of Irvine to construct 
a Weir or Dam across the River Irvine, to 
construct a new Bridge over the said river 
with roads of access thereto, to widen, alter 
and improve streets, and for other purposes. 
(Irvine Burgh Improvement.) 


xli. An Act for reconstituting the Company of 
Free Fishers and Dredgers of Whitstable in 
the county of Kent, and for altering and 
enlarging their powers and for other purposes. 
(Whitstable Oyster Fishery.) 


xlii. An Act for vesting the undertaking of the 
South Leeds Junction Railway Company in 
the East and West Yorkshire Union Railways 
Company, and for other purposes. (East and 
West Yorkshire Union Railways (South Leeds 
Junction Railway Transfer).) 


xliiii An Act to empower the National Life 
Assurance Society and the Mutual Life Assur- 
ance Society to amalgamate, and for other 
purposes. (National Mutual Life Assurance 
Society’s.) 


xliv. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 


and Burgesses of the Borough of King’s Lynn | 


to cover over a portion of the Mill Fleet, and, 
with the consent of the Commissioners of 
Sewers for the County of Norfolk, to use the 
Middleton Stop Drain as storm overflows, and 
to raise additional moneys and for other 
purposes. (King’s Lynn Corporation.) 


xlv. An Act for the creation of New Preferred 
and Deferred Converted Ordinary Shares of 
William Hancock and Company Limited and 
for other purposes. (William Hancock and 
Company Limited (Further Capital).) 


xlvi. An Act for incorporating the Cawood, 


Wistow and Selby Light Railway Company | 


and for other purposes. (Cawood, Wistow and 
Selby Light Railway.) 


xlvii. An Act to authorise the Newport, Godshill 
and St. Lawrence Railway Company to 
further improve and extend their Railway 
towards Ventnor, and for other purposes. 
(Newport,Godshill and St. Lawence Railway.) 


-xlviii. An Act to amend Section 61 of the 
Leeds Hydraulic Power Act 1886. (Leeds 
Hydraulic Power.) 
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xlix. An Act to extend the time limited by the 
Padiham Local Board Act 1889 for the con- 
struction of certain works thereby authorised. 
(Padiham Urban District Council (Water).) 


— 


. An Act to empower the Corporation of the 
Borough of South Shields to apply for an 
increase of Aldermen and Councillors, to con- 
struct Street Tramway, Quay and other works, 
to make better provision for the health and 
good government of the Borough, and for 
other purposes. (South Shields Corporation.) 


— 
= 


i. An Act to enable the London County Council 
to work their Tramways and for other 
purposes. (London County Tramways.) 


lii. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Barnsley to obtain Water from Hagg Brook 
and other tributaries of the River Porter or 
Little Don in the Township of Bradfield for 
the supply of the Borough of Barnsley and 
other places, and to borrow further money 
to extend their limits of Water Supply, 
and for other purposes. (Barnsley Corpor- 
ation (Water).) 


liii. An Act to extend the Agreement scheduled 
to the Sheffield Tramways Act 1872 and to 
authorise the winding up voluntarily of the 
Sheftield ‘Tramways Company. (Sheffield 
Tramways.) 


liv. An Act to authorise the Company of 
Proprietors of Lambeth Waterworks _ to 
execute further works, and to raise further 
money and for other purposes. (Lambeth 
Waterworks.) 


lv. An Act to transfer to and vest in the Urban 
District Council of the Urban District of 
Brixham, in the County of Devon, the under- 
taking of the Commissioners for improving 
the Harbour and Market of Brixham, to 
dissolve those Commissioners, and for other 
purposes. (Brixham Harbour and Market.) 


lvi. An Act to authorise the Mersey Railway 
Company to work the Traffic on their Railways 
by Electrical or other Motive Power, and for 
other purposes. (Mersey Railway.) 


lvii. An Act for authorising the Bexhill Water 
and Gas Company to acquire additional Lands 
and to raise further Capital, and for other 
purposes. (Bexhill Water and Gas.) 


lviii. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Colwyn Bay and District Gas 
Company. (Colwyn Bay and District Gas.) 


lix. An Act to empower the Roxbur /h, Berwick 
and Selkirk District Board of Lunaey to 
construct Waterworks for the supply of water 
to their Asylum, to make provision for the 
cost of such works, and for other purposes. 
(Roxburgh, Berwick and Selkirk District 
Board of Lunacy (Water Supply).) 


lx. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
- ia) 5 ban] 

powers on the Cowes Gas Company. (Cowes 
Gas.) 







i 
| 
i 
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lxi. An Act to provide an additional supply of 
Water to the Burgh of Falkirk and districts 
and places adjacent, and for the construction 
and maintenance of new and additional Water- 
works; to confer further powers on the 
Falkirk and Larbert Water Trustees, and for 
other purposes. (Falkirk and District Water 
(Additional Supply).) 


Ixii. An Act for making a Railway from Stroud 
to Painswick to be called the Stroud and 
Painswick (Light) Railway, and for other 
purposes. (Stroud and Painswick (Light) 
Railway. 


Ixiii. An Act for conferring on the Corporation 
of the borough of Stafford turther sanitary 
and other powers. (Stafford Corporation.) 


lxiv. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the City of 
Manchester, in the County of Lancaster, with 
respect to Street Improvements and other 
works, and the acquisition of Lands; to 
provide for the transfer of the Monsall Hospital 
to the Corporation, and for extending the 
limits for the Supply of Water by the 
Corporation, and for other purposes. (Man- 
chester Corporation.) 


Ixv. An Act to empower the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of the City of Leeds to construct 
additional Tramways, and for other purposes. 
(Leeds Corporation Tramways.) 


Ixvi. An Act for making a Light Railway 
between Salehurst, in the county of Sussex, 
and Tenterden, in the county of Kent, and 
for other purposes. (Rother Valley (Light) 
Railway.) 


Ixvii. An Act to authorise the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Burgesses of the county borough of 
Huddersfield to construct additional Water- 
works, and for other purposes. (Huddersfield 
Waterworks.) 


Ixviii. An Act to empower the District Com- 
mittee of the Middle Ward of the County of 
Lanark to abandon certain Works authorised 
by the Lanarkshire (Middle Ward District) 
Water Act 1892, and to construct additional 
Waterworks, to amend the provisions of that 
Act, to authorise and require the County 
Council of the County of Lanark to levy 
Assessments and to borrow Money, and for 
other purposes. (Lanarkshire (Middle Ward 
District) Water.) 


Ixix. An Act for transferring to the Great 
Southern and Western Railway Company the 
powers of the Drumcondra and North Dublin 
Link Railway Company, incorporated by the 
Drumcondra and North Dublin Link Railway 
Act 1894, toempower the Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company to abandon the 
construction of Railway No. 2 authorised by 
that Act, and to construct another Railway in 
lieu thereof, to stop up certain Streets and 
Roads, to enter into Agreements with other 
Companies, and for other purposes. (Great 
Southern and Western Railway.) 


lxx. An Act for empowering the Cambrian 
Railways Company to make approach roads 
to certain of their Stations, to acquire 
additional Lands, to raise further Money for 
those purposes, and also for doubling and 
improving their Line, and for other purposes. 

| (Cambrian Railways.) 


| xxi, An Act for authorising the Ystradyfodwg 
| Urban District Council to acquire the Gas 
and Water Undertakings of the Ystrad Gas 
and Water Company, to construct Water- 
works, and for other purposes. (Ystrady- 
fodwe Urban District Couneil (Gas and 
Water). 


Ixxii. An Act to extend the District of the 
Malvern Link Urban District Council, to 
authorise the Urban District Council of the 
extended District to construct Waterworks 
for the supply thereof, and for other purposes. 
(Malvern Link (Extension and Water).) 


lxxiii. An Act to authorise the Governor and 
Company of Chelsea Waterworks to lay down 
a New Main from West Molesey to Surbiton, 
to construct an additional Filter Bed and 
other Works at Surbiton, and to raise further 
money by debenture stock, and to confer 
further powers upon them. (Chelsea Water- 
works.) 


Pp. Ixxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Loeal Government Board 
relating to the Borough of Bridgwater and 
to the Counties of Cambridge and Hertford. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


Pp, lxxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Counties of Devon, Dorset, 
Gloucester, Somerset, Warwick, Wilts and 
Worcester. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


Pp, lxxvi. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the City of Oxford and the Parish 
of Whitechapel. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (Poor Law) 
(No. 2).) 


Pp. Ixxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Public Health (Scotland) 
Act 1867, and any Acts amending the same 
relating to Bonnybridge, Dennyloanhead, 
Parkfoot, Longcroft, Haggs and Holland- 
bush Water. (Bonnybridge, &c., Water Order 
Confirmation.) 


Pp. Ixxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act 1888, con- 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic and the Schedule of Maximum Rates, 
Tolls and Charges applicable thereto for the 
Strabane Canal. (Canal Rates, Tolls and 
Charges (Strabane Canal) Order Confirma- 
tion.) 
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Pp. Ixxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic and the 
Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto for the Caledonian and 
Crinan Canals. (Canal Tolls and Charges 
(Caledonian and Crinan Canals) Order Con- 
firmation.) 


Pp. Ixxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic and 
the Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto for the Canals of the 
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Pp. lxxxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Coleraine. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 6).) 


Pp. Ixxxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of the Sligo Union. (Local Govern- 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Order 
Confirmation (No. 7).) 


Burwell Fen Drainage and Navigation Com- P. xc. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


missioners and certain other Canals. (Canal 
Tolls and Charges (Burwell Fen, &c.) Order 
Confirmation.) 





Pp. Ixxxi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order | 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Metropolitan 
Police Act 1886, relating to lands in the 
Parishes of St. John the Evangelist, West- 
minster, and All Saints, Poplar. (Metro- | 
litan Police Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


Pp. Ixxxii. An Act to confirm certain Provi- 
sional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 
1888, relating to Cowes, Folkestone, Glou- 
cester, Huddersfield, King’s Lynn, Man-. 
chester and Wells. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 1).) 





Pp. Ixxxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provi- | 
sional Orders made by the Board of Trade | 
under the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and | 
1888, relating to Colwyn Bay and Colwyn, | 
Devonport, Godalming, Kettering, Kings- | 
town and Middleton. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 





Pp. Ixxxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provi- | 
sional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 
1888, relating to Ashton-on-Mersey and 
Bucklow and Keswick. (Electric Lighting | 
Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 





Pp. Ixxxv. An Act to confirm two pannel 
Orders made by the Local Government Board | 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) | 


Orders made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Sanitary Districts of 
Queenstown, Larne, Manorhamilton and 
Donegal. (Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 8).) 


Pp. xci. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of the Sligo Union. (Local Govern- 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Order 
Confirmation (No. 10).) 


| P. xcii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Mullingar. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confir- 
mation (No. 12).) 


| P. xciii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


under the Land Drainage Act 1861, relating 
to the Langley, Chedgrave and Toft Monks 
Marshes, in the Parishes of Langley, Ched- 
grave, Toft Monks, Stockton, Haddiscoe, 
Loddon, Raveningham and Reedham, in the 
county of Norfolk. (Land Drainage Supple- 
mental.) 


Pf. xciv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Birchington, Bexhill, Herne Bay, Penzance, 
Porthgain, Stonehaven and Studland. (Pier 
and Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary | P. xcv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Districts of Londonderry and Ballinasloe. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 





Pp. lxxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board | 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) | 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary | 
District of the Belfast Union. (Local Govern- | 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Order 
Confirmation (No. 4).) 


P. lxxxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 





Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870, relating to Chester-le-Street and Pelton 
Gas, Maidstone Gas, and Settle Gas. (Gas 
Orders Confirmation.) 


Royat Assent, 20th July 1896. 


P. xcvi. An Act to transfer the Upper and 


Lower Boyne Navigations to the Boyne Navi- 
gation Company (Limited). (Boyne Naviga- 
tion Transfer.) 


Order made by the Local Government Board! P. xevii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


for Ireland under the Public Health (freland) 


Act 1878, relating to the Town ‘of Portrush. | 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Provi- | 


sional Order Confirmation (No. 4).) 


Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Merchant Shipping Act 1894, relating to 
the London and English Channel Pilotage 
Districts. (Pilotage Order Confirmation.) 
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Pf. xcviii. An Act to confirm certain Provi- 
sional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act 1870, relating to Fort William Gas and 
Laindon Gas and Water. (Gas and Water 
Orders Confirmation.) 


Pp. xcix. An Act to confirma Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867 
and any Acts amending the same, relating to 
Kelty Water. (Kelty Water Order Confir- 
mation.) 


Pp. c. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
the Ports of Colchester, Newcastle, North 
Shields, Plymouth, South Shields and Wey- 
mouth. (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Order Confirmation (Ports).) 


Pp. ci. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Axbridge, Basford, Bath, Cam- 
bridge, Carlisle, Hanwell, Richmond (Surrey), 
Southall-Norwood, Stocksbridge, Waltham- 
Holy-Cross and Woking. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 6).) 


Pp. cii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to the Chorley, Epsom-(Rural)- 
Sutton - Carshhiton - and - Leatherhead, Eve- 
sham, (Guildford - Godalming-and- Woking, 


Havant, Lanchester, Liversedge-and- Mirfield 
and Luddenden Joint Hospital Districts. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 7).) 


P. ciii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to the Church -and - Clayton - le- 
Moors,Clayton-le-Moors-and-Great- Harwood, 
Conway - and - Colwyn - Bay, Stourbridge, 
Upper-Stour-Valley, Whitchurch and Ystra- 
dyfodwg-and-Pontypridd United Districts. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 8).) 


Pp. civ. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to the Bromley-and-Beckenham, 
Calverley, Dewsbury, North Bierley, Ponte- 
fract, Rochester - and - Chatham, Tamworth, 
Thornton, Warwick and Wirral Joint Hospital 
Districts. (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


Pp. cv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Barnstaple, Bournemouth (two), 
Devonport, Oxford, Prestwich, Southport 
and Stapleton. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confimation (No. 10).) 


Pp. cvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to the Oakwell, Sandown-and- 
Shanklin, Tiverton and Uxbridge Joint 
Hospital Districts. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 11).) 


Pp. cvii. An Act to confirm ‘certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 


relating to the Accrington and Church, 
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Birmingham, Tame, and Rea Darenth Valley 
and Richmond (Surrey) United Districts. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 12).) 


P. eviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Aberavon, Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Derby, Hexham and Stalybridge, and to the 
Braintree and Keighley-and-Bingley Joint 
Hospital Districts. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 14).) 

P. cix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to the County of Hertford and the 
City of Liverpool (two). (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 17).) 


P. cx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Batley, Darlington, Haverfordwest, 
Lancaster, Manchester and Mountain Ash. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 18).) 


Pf. cxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Burnley, Leicester, Oldham, 
Wigan and Wolverhampton. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 19).) 


P. exii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870 
and the Public Health Act 1875, relating to 
Great Driffield, Sandwich, South Molton and 
Tiverton. (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (Gas).) 


P. exiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board, relating to 
Warrington. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (War- 
rington).) 


Pf. cxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867 
and Acts amending the same, relating to 
Culter Water. (Culter Water Order Confir- 
mation.) 


Pp. exv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867 
and any Acts amending the same, relating to 
Dalmeny and Kirkliston Water. (Dalmeny 
and Kirkliston Water Order Confirmation.) 


Pp. exvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Larne. (Local Government Board 
(Ireland) Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 9).) 


P. exvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, relating 
to Bray, Cork, Liverpool, Queenstown, Rath- 
mines, and Rathgar:and Sale. (HKlectric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 8).) 
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Pp. cxviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Great Berkamsted and North- 
church, Great Crosby and Waterloo, Margate 

and Pembroke Township. (Electric Lighting 

‘ Orders Confimation (No. 4).) 


Pp. cxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Battersea, Camberwell and St. 
Saviour’s District. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 5).) 


Pp. cxx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Tramways Act 1870, relating to Aberdeen 
District Tramways, Blackpool Corporation 
Tramways, Bristol Tramways, Dover Corpora- 
tion Tramways, Hull Corporation Tram- 
ways, Manchester Corporation Tramways and 
Plymouth Corporation Tramways. (Tram- 
ways Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


Pp. cxxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Dunoon, Helensburgh and Killybegs. 
(Pier and Harbour Orders Confirmation 
(No. 4).) 


P. exxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Secretary of State under the 
Military Lands Act 1892. (Military Lands 
Provisional Orders Confirmation.) 


exxiii. An Act to authorise the Matlock Bath 
and Scarthin Nick Urban District Council to 
supply Gas and to provide for the transfer of 
the undertaking of the Matlock Bath Gas- 
light and Coke Company Limited to the said 
Council, and for other purposes. (Matlock 
Bath Gas.) 


exxiv. An Act to a for the collection and 


appropriation of the Falmouth Rector’s Rate, 
and the eventual suspension or abolition of 
the same, and for annexing to the See of 
Truro the advowson of the Rectory of 
Falmouth, and for other purposes. (Falmouth 
Rectory.) 


exxv. An Act to extend the Boundaries of the 
Borough of Waterford, to transfer to the 
Corporation the powers for fiscal purposes of 
the Grand Jury of the County of the City of 
Waterford, to make further provision as to 
building streets and sanitary matters, and for 
other purposes. (Waterford Corporation.) 


exxvi. An Act for conferring further powers on 
the South Eastern Railway Company, and to 
make further provision with respect to their 
own undertaking and other undertakings in 
which they are interested, and for other 
purposes, (South Eastern Railway.) 


exxvii. An Act to authorise the transfer of 
certain Waterworks to the East Surrey Water 
Company, and to extend the limits of supply 
of and confer further powers upon that 
Company, and for other purposes. (East 
Surrey Water.) 





exxviii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
London Brighton and South Coast and 
London and South Western Railway Com- 
panies, to authorise certain alterations of the 
Chipstead Valley Railway, and for other 
purposes. (London Brighton and South 
Coast Railway.) 

exxix. An Act to revive the powers and extend 
the period for construction of the Blackpool, 
Saint Anne’s and Lytham Tramways in the 
County Palatine of Lancaster, and for other 
purposes. (Blackpool, St. Anne’s and Lytham 
Tramways.) 


exxx. An Act to alter the North Shore Works 
authorised to be constructed by the Blackpool 
Improvement Act 1893, and for other pur- 
poses. (Blackpool Improvement.) 


exxxi. An Act for the amalgamation of Foyle 
College and the Londonderry Academical 
Institution. (Foyle College.) 


exxxii. An Act to empower the Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company to pur- 
chase additional lands, to make additional 
works and to raise additional capital, and for 
other purposes. (Newcastle-upon-Tyne and 
Gateshead Gas.) 


exxxiii. An Act to authorise the Waterworks 
Commissioners of Kirkcaldy and Dysart to 
make and maintain additional works for pro- 
viding an increased Water Supply, and for 
other purposes. (Kirkcaldy and Dysart 
Waterworks.) 


exxxiv. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railwa 
Company and the London and Nort 
Western Railway Company, with regard to 
their respective undertakings, and with regard 
to the North Union, Preston and Longridge, 
and Preston and Wyre Undertakings of 
those Companies, and for other purposes. 
(Lancashire and Yorkshire and London and 
North Western Railway Companies.) 


exxxv. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Borough of Portsmouth Waterworks 
Company as to the construction of works, and 
for other purposes. (Borough of Portsmouth 
Waterworks.) 


exxxvi. An Act to empower the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Citizens of the City of Sheffield to 
work and use their Sheffield Tramways 
Undertaking. (Sheffield Corporation Tram- 
ways.) 

exxxvii. An Act to authorise the transfer of the 
undertaking of the Shoreham and District 
Waterworks Company to, and to confer 
further powers upon the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Brighton, 
and for other purposes. (Brighton Corpora- 
tion Water.) 


exxxviii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Great Northern Railway Company, to 
empower the Great Eastern Railway Com- 
pany to grant a further lease of their Ramsey 
Railway to that Company, to vest in the 
Great Northern and Great Eastern Joint 
Committee the undertaking of the Ramsey 
and Somersham Junction Railway Company, 
and for other purposes. (Great Northern 
Railway.) 
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exxxix. An Act for conferring further a 
on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
Company, and for other purposes. (Lanca- | 
shire and Yorkshire Railway.) 


exl. An Act to authorise the North British | 
Railway Company to acquire additional lands, 
to extend the time limited by certain Acts for | 
the compulsory purchase of lands and com- 
pletion of works, to legalise and sanction a 
widening of a portion of the Forth and Clyde 
Junction Railway near Buchlyvie Station, to 
authorise the said Company to raise further 
capital, and for other purposes. (North 
British Railway.) 


exli. An Act to authorise the Swansea Harbour 
Trustees to make a new entrance to the half- 
tide Basin of the Town Float, to construct a 
Lock, to form a new entrance to the half-tide 
Basin of the South Dock, a Railway and 
other works, to borrow further money, and 
for other purposes. (Swansea Harbour.) 


exlii. An Act to make further and better pro- 
vision in regard to the health, local govern- 
ment and improvement of the Borough of 
Royal Leamington Spa, and for other purposes. 
(Leamington Corporation.) 


exliii. An Act to reconstitute the Board of 
Directors of the Freshwater, Yarmouth and 
Newport RailwayCompany, for raising further 
moneys, and for other purposes. (I'reshwater, 
Yarmouth and Newport Railway.) 


exliv. An Act to empower the Great Western 
Railway Company to make new Railways in 
the County of Denbigh, and to authorise 
Agreements between that Company and the 
Shropshire Union Railways and Canal Com- 
ny and the London and North Western 
ilway Company, and for other purposes. 
(Great Western Railway (Denbighshire Rail- 
ways).) 


exlv. An Act to enable the Port Talbot Railway 
and Docks Company to construct new Rail- 
ways and works in the Ogmore Valleys in the 
County of Glamorgan, to acquire the Morfa 
Railway and the Cefn and Pyle Railway, and 
for other purposes. (Port Talbot Railway 
and Docks (Ogmore Valleys Extension).) 


exlvi. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Belfast Street Tramways Company, and for 
other purposes. (Belfast Street Tramways).) 


exlvii. An Act for incorporating the Blackpool 
and Fleetwood Tramroads Company, and 
empowering them to construct a ‘Tramroad 
and Tramway between Blackpool and Fleet- 
wood, and for other purposes. (Blackpool 
and Fleetwood Tramroad.) 
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exlix. An Act for conferring further powers upon 
the London and North Western Railway Com- 
pany in relation to their own undertaking and 
other undertakings in which they are interested 
jointly with other Companies, and also for 
conferring powers upon the Great Western 
Railway Company and the Shropshire Union 
Railways and Canal Company, and for 
other purposes. (London and North Western 
Railway.) 


cl. An Act for empowering the Visiting Com- 
mittee of the North Wales Counties Lunatic 
Asylum to execute works for supplying the 
said Asylum with water, and for other 
purposes. (North Wales Counties Lunatic 
Asylum (Water Supply).) 


cli. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Portsmouth Street Tramways Company, and 
for other purposes. (Portsmouth Street 
Tramways.) 


clii. An Act to enable the Corporation of Yeovil 
to construct an additional Reservoir and 
other waterworks, and to raise money for the 
purpose by borrowing on mortgage or other- 
wise. (Yeovil Corporation Waterworks.) 


cliii. An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pulsory purchase of lands and completion 
of Works authorised by the Weaver Naviga- 
tion Act 1893, and for other purposes. 
(Weaver Navigation.) 


cliv. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Preston to 
construct further works, to borrow additional 
moneys for the purposes of the Ribble Navi- 
gation and Preston Dock Undertaking, and 
for other purposes. (Ribble Navigation.) 


ely. An Act to authorise the Burntisland 
Harbour Commissioners to construct a Wet 
Dock and other works, to provide for an 
alteration of the constitution of the Commis- 
sioners, and to confer on the Commissioners, 
the North British Railway Company and the 
Magistrates and Town Council of Burntis- 
land further powers with reference to the 
Harbour, and for other purposes. (Burntisland 
Harbour.) : 

clvi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
North Cornwall Railway Company. (North 
Cornwall Railway.) 


clvii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Metropolitan District Railway Company, and 
for other purposes. (Metropolitan District 
Railway.) 


clviii. An Act for authorising the construction 





exlviii. An Act to transfer Burton Bridge to | 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Burton-upon-Trent in the County 
of Stafford, to enable them to widen Little | 
Burton Bridge, to make further provision for | 
the good government of the Borough, and 
for other purposes. Burton-upon-'l'rent | 
Corporation.) 


of works for supplying Sea Water to certain 
parts of London and other places, and for 
other purposes. (London Sea Water Supply.) 


clix. An Act to confer additional powers upon 
the North Eastern Railway Company for the 
construction of works and the acquisition of 
additional lands, and for other purposes. 
North Eastern Railway.) 
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clx. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Caledonian Railway Company in relation to 
their undertaking, to confer running powers 
and facilities on the Caledonian Railway 
Company and the Glasgow and South Western 
Railway Company over certain Railways of 
those Companies respectively, to extend the 
time for the sale of superfluous lands of the 
Cathcart District Railway Company, to revive 
and extend the time for the purchase of lands 
for and for the completion of certain Rail- 
ways and works of the Caledonian Railway 
Company, and the Railways and works 
authorised by the Dumbarton and Balloch 
Joint Line, &c., Act 1892, and for other 
purposes. (Caledonian Railway.) 


Royat Assent, 7th August 1896. 


Pp, clxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870, 
relating to Amersham, Beaconsfield and Dis- 
trict Water, Burnham and District Water, 
East Huntingdonshire Water, Hemel Hemp- 
stead Water, Maidstone Water, and Tilehurst, 
Pangbourne and District Water. (Water 
Orders Confirmation.) 


P, clxii. An Act to confirma Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Armagh. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confir- 
mation (No. 2).) 


Pp, clxiii, An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Listowel. (Local Government 

Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confir- 

mation (No. 11).) 


Pp, clxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Acts 1870 to 
1893, to enable the School Boards for Acton, 
Brighton-and-Preston United District, Chis- 
wick, Linthwaite, Swansea United District 
and Willsden to put in force the Lands 
Clauses Acts. (Education Department Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (Acton, &c).) 


Pp, clxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act 1888, relating to 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic and 
the Schedule of Maximum Rates and Charges 
of the Lee-on-the-Solent Light Railway 
Company, the Liverpool, St. Helens and 
South Lancashire Railway Company, the 
Wrexham and Ellesmere Railway Company 
and the Donoughmore Extension Light Rail- 
way Company Limited. (Railway Rates 
and Charges (Lee-on-the-Solent Light Rail- 
way, &c.) Order Confirmation.) 


P, clxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Tramways Act 1870, relating to Blyth and 
Cowpen Tramways, Oldham, Ashton-under- 
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Lyne, Hyde and District Electric Tramways, 
Potteries Extension Tramways and Swansea 
(Constitution Hill) Tramway. (Tramways 
Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Pf. clxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provi- 
sional Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Abergele and Pensarn, Bridgnorth, 
Caerphilly, Knighton, Litherland, Swansea 
and Teignmouth. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Pf, clxviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, re- 

* lating to the Urban District of Blackpool and 
the Rural Districts of Chelmsford, Martley 
and South Mimms. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 16).) 


Pf, clxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, re- 
lating to Cheltenham, Shrewsbury and War- 
rington. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 20).) 


Pp, clxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board, relating to 
Wolverhampton. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 21).) 


Pf. clxxi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board, relating to 
Nottingham. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 22).) 


Pp, clxxii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board, re- 
lating to the Borough of Longton. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 24).) 


Pp, clxxiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Act 1870 to 
enable the School Board for London to put in 
force the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education 
Department Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London).) 


Pp, clxxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Board of Agriculture, relating to 
the Regulation of Darwen Moor in the 
Borough of Darwen. (Commons Regulation 
(Darwen) Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


Pp, clxxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, relating 
to Allerton, Little Woolton, Much Woolton, 
Childwall and Garston Bath and Merthyr 
Tydfil. (Electric Lighting Orders Confir- 
mation (No. 7).) 


Pf, clxxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to New Ross and Weston-super-Mare. (Pier 
and Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


Pp, clxxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provi- 
sional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the General Pier and Harbour Act 
1861, relating to Emsworth and Oban. (Pier 
and Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 





2M 


: 
| 
| 
| 















[A.D. 1896.] 


elxxviii. An Act for conferring further powers 
on the Aldershot Gas and Water Company 
for the construction of a Tramroad and the 
acquisition of lands for that purpose, the 
defining and extending their limits of Water 
Supply, also empowering the Company to 
enter into an agreement with the North Camp 
and Farnborough District Gas Company 
Limited, the raising of additional capital 
and for other purposes. (Aldershot Gas and 
Water.) 


elxxix. An Act to confer further borrowing | 


powers on the Provost, Magistrates and Town 
Council of the Burgh of Kilmarnock in respect 
of their Water Undertaking. (Kilmarnock 
Corporation Water.) 


clxxx. An Act to enlarge and alter the scope of 
the Meal Charity created by the Trust, 
Disposition and Settlement of John Ogilvie, 
for the benefit of the Poor of the Parishes of 
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supply of the Eastbourne Waterworks Com- 
pany, and for conferring further powers on 
the Company for the construction of works, 
the raising of capital, and otherwise in 
relation to their undertaking. (Eastbourne 
Waterworks.) 


elxxxviii. An Act to empower the London 


County Council to purchase lands for 
various purposes, to extend the time for 
purchase of lands at York Water Gate, to 
confer further powers on the Council with 
respect to main roads, to confer further powers 
on Vestries and District Boards of Works, 
and for other purposes. (London County 
Council (General Powers).) 


elxxxix. An Act to authorise the London Tram- 


ways Company (Limited) to construct ad- 
ditional Tramways, and for other purposes. 
(London Tramways Company (Limited).) 


Airth and Bothkennar, in the County of}|cxc. An Act to empower the Corporation of 


Stirling, and for other purposes. (Ogilvie 
Meal Charity.) 

clxxxi. An Act to authorise the construction of 
certain Street Improvements, and the taking 
of lands in the Parish of St. Mary Abbotts, 
Kensington, in the County of London, and 
for other purposes. (Kensington (James 
Street Area) Improvements.) 


Canal Company to alter certain works 
authorised by the Manchester Ship Canal 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Sheffield to construct Works for impounding 
the waters of the River Porter or Little 
Don and its tributaries, and to supply water 
to the Corporations of Rotherham and Don- 
caster, and to acquire the Water Undertaking 
of the Stocksbridge Urban District Council, 
and for other purposes. (Sheffield Corporation 
Water.) 


‘exci. An Act to empower the Callander and 
clxxxii. An Act to enable the Manchester Ship | 


Act 1885, and the Manchester Ship Canal | 
(Tidal Openings, &c.) Act 1890, to make a 


Railway at Salford and other works, to amend 


the former Acts of the Company, and for other | 


purposes. (Manchester Ship Canal.) 


clxxxiii. An Act to empower the Midlend 


Railway Company tv coustruct «a Harbour at 


Heysham in Morcambe Bay, to confer ad- | 


ditional powers upon the Midland Railway 
Company and the Midland 


and Great | 


Northern Railways Joint Committee for the | 
construction of works and the acquisition of | 


lands, and for other purposes. 
Railway.) 


(Midland | 


: | 
clxxxiv. An Act to authorise the North Metro- | 
politan Railway and Canal Company to make | 

. alterations and improvements in their Canal, | 


and for other purposes. 
Railway and Canal.) 


elxxxv. An Act to provide for the partition 
between the Glasgow and South Western 
Railway Company and the 
Railway Company of the undertaking of the 


City of Glasgow Union Railway Company, | 


and for other purposes. (City of Glasgow 
Union Railway Partition.) 

clxxxvi. An Act to empower the Llanelly 
Harbour and Burry Navigation Commissioners 
to construct a Dock and New Cut for the 
River Lliedi and other works for the improve- 
ment of the Port and Harbour of Llanelly, 
and to borrow moneys with the consent of the 
Urban District Council of Llanelly, and for 
other purposes. (Llanelly Harbour.) 


(North Metropolitan | 


North British | 








Oban Railway Company to extend their 
Railway from Connel Ferry to Ballachulish, 
and for other purposes. (Callander and Oban 
Railway.) 


excii. An Act to make amendments in the Acts 


of the Alexandra (Newport and South Walcs) 
Docks and Railway Company with respect 
(among other matters) to the reverter in 
certain events of lands to Lord Tredegar, and 
for other purposes. ‘Alexandr: (Newport 
and South Wales) Docks and Railway ) 


exciii, An Act to enable the Barry Railway 
Company to construct new Railways and to 
exercise certain running powers, and for other 
purposes. (Barry Railway.) 


exciv. An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pletion of the authorised Railways of the 
Easton and Church Hope Railway Company, 
and for other purposes. (Easton and Church 
Hope Railway (Extension of Time).) 


excv. An Act to enable the London Chatham 
and Dover Railway Company to raise further 
Capital, and for other purposes. (London 
Chatham and Dover Railway (Capital).) 


exevi. An Act for altering the limits for the 
supply of gas and water of the Bournemouth 
Gas and Water Company, and for authorising 
that Company to construct new Gasworks and 
Waterworks and to raise additional capital, 
and for other purposes. (Bournemouth Gas 
and Water.) 


excvii. An Act to authorise the Cork, Blackrock 
and Passage Railway Company to extend their 
Railway to Crosshaven, and to confer further 
powers on the Company in rélation to their 
undertaking, and for other purposes. (Cork, 
Blackrock and Passage Railway.) 
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excviii. An Act to transfer the undertaking of , ccviii. An Act to authorise the widening of 
the Cornwall Minerals Railway Company to| part of the Strand on the south side, and the 
the Great Western Railway Company, andto| taking of lands in the Parishes of St. Martin- 
empower the Great West.rn Railway Com-| 1n-the-Fields and St. Clement Danes, and for 
pany. to raise additional Capital. (Cornwall| other purposes. (Strand Improvement.) 


Minerals Railway. 
wr cecix. An Act to authorise the Wallasey Urban 


excix. An Act to confer further powers on the| District Council to construct a Promenade 
Corporation of the City of Glasgow, and| and other works, to acquire certain lands, and 
for other purposes. (Glasgow Corporation| for other purposes. (Wallasey Urban District 
(General Powers).) Council (Promenade).) 





cc. An Act to vest the Shortlands and Nunhead | ccx. An Act for conferring further powers on 

Railway in the London Chatham and Dover} the Vale of Glamorgan Railway Company for 

Railway Company, to empower that Company | the completion of their authorised Railways. 

to acquire additional lands and for other} (Vale of Glamorgan Railway.) 

Tuasthea oo cexi. An Act to enable the London County 

Council to construct Tramways over Vauxhall 

eci. An Act to enable the Realisation and De- Bridge as about to be reconstructed, and the 

benture Corporation of Scotland Limited to| pproaches thereto in the County of London, 

° create debenture and preference stock and for; 224 for other purposes. f (London County 
other purposes. (Realisation and Debenture| Council (Vauxhall Bridge Tramways).) 


Cera eee a Seas Ean cexii. An Act to enable the Port Talbot Rail- 
way and Docks Company to construct new 
Railways in the County of Glamorgan to 
join the South Wales Mineral Railway, and a 
Railway known as the Whitworth Railway, 
and to acquire the last-mentioned Railway, 
and for other purposes. (Port Talbot Railway 
and Docks (South Wales Mineral Railway 
cciii. An Act to amalgamate the Burgh of Porto- | Junction).) 
bello with the City and Royal Burgh of Edin- | cexiii. An Act for the protection, reclamation 
burgh, and to extend the boundaries of the; and improvement of the Undercliff near 
City and Royal Burgh and the County of the; Dover, and lands adjoining the same, and for 
City of Edinburgh, to extend the limits of} other purposes. (Dover Undercliff Reclama- 
compulsory Water Supply, to transfer to the| _ tion.) 
Corporation of Edinburgh the Gasworks and i ‘ 
undertaking of the Portobello Gas Light | ¢cxiv. An Act to regulate the expenditure of 
Company Limited, to amend and extend the Money by the London County Council on 
Edinburgh Municipal and Police and other Capital Account during the current Financial 
Acts, and for other purposes. (Edinburgh Period, and the raising of Money to meet 
Extension.) such expenditure. (London County Council 
(Money).) 





ecii. An Act toextend some of the powers of 
the Brighton Marine Palace and Pier Com- 
pany, to make further provision with respect 
to the completion of the Pier and Works and 
for other purposes. (Brighton Marine Palace 
and Pier.) 





eciv. An Act to authorise the Edinburgh é ’ 
Street Tramways Company to extend their | °¢XV- An Act to extend.the time for the com- 


Tramways, and for other purposes. (Edin- pletion of the Dundee Suburban Railway, and 
burgh Sivest Tramways.) for other purposes. (Dundee Suburban Rail- 
way.) 


ccv. An Act to revive the powers and extend | ccxvi, An Act to make further provisions with 
the time limited by the Highland Railway} respect to the subscription by the North 
\New Lines) Act 1890 for the completion of | Staffordshire Railway Company to the funds 
Railway No. 2 authorised by that Act.| of the Cheadle Railway, Mineral and Land 
(Highland Railway.) Company Limited, to confirm certain agree- 
: : . ments between those Companies, to change 
cevi. An Act to authorise the Lancashire) the name of the “pila. and for i 
Derbyshire and East Coast Railway Company purposes. (Cheadle Railway Company 
to construct certain Branch Railways and Limited,) 7 . 
acquire additional lands in connection with : 
their Chesterfield and Lincoln Separate Under- | eexvii. An Act for conferring further Powers on 
taking, and for other purposes. (Lancashire,| the Glasgow and South Western Railway 
Derbyshire, and East Coast Railway.) Company for the construction of works and 
e the acquisition of lands, and wpon that Com- 
cevii. An Act to confer further powers upon the} pany and the Caledonian Railway Company 
Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire Rail-| with respect to their joint undertaking, and 
way Company, the Cheshire Lines Committee,| for other purposes. (Glasgow and South 
and the Manchester South Junction and! Western Railway.) ‘ 
Altrincham Railway Company, to incorporate | ie 
the Dee and Birkenhead Committee by the | cexviii. An Act to empower the Great Western 
name of the North Wales and Liverpool Rail- Railway Company to make new Railways in 
way Committee, and for other purposes.| the Counties of Wilts and Gloucester, and for 
(Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire Rail- } other purposes. (Great Western Railway 
way.) | (South Wales and Bristol Direct Railway).) 
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ccexix. 


An Act to empower the West Highland 
Railway Company to extend their Railway 
from Fort William to Ballachulish, and for 
other purposes. (West Highland Railway.) 


ecxx. An Act to extend the boundaries of the 


Borough of Drogheda, to provide for the| 
transfer to the Corporation of Drogheda of | 
the undertaking of the Drogheda Waterworks | 
Company, to authorise the issue of Corpora- | 
tion Stock, and for other purposes. (Drogheda | 
Corporation.) 


ecxxi. An Act to confer further powers upon | 


the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the | 
Borough of Brighton, and for other purposes. | 
(Brighton Corporation.) | 


| 
cexxii. An Act to authorise the Donegal Rail- | 


eexxiii. An 


way Company to extend their Railway from | 
Strabane to Londonderry and from Donegal | 
to Ballyshannon, to make agreements with | 
the Londonderry Port and Harbour Com- | 
missioners and the Londonderry Bridge Com- | 
missioners, and for other purposes. (Donegal | 
Railway.) 
Act to authorise the use of 
mechanical power upon portions of the under- | 
taking of the Dublin United Tramways Com- | 
pany, and for other purposes. (Dublin 
United Tramways.) | 


cexxiv. An Act to authorise the Lord Provost, | 


Magistrates and Council of the City of | 
Edinburgh to widen, alter and improve | 
certain streets, places and districts within the | 
said City, to make new works, to construct | 
Tramways, to provide additional accommoda- | 
tion for the conduct of Corporation business, | 
to acquire lands, to amend Acts, and for other | 
purposes. (Edinburgh Improvement and | 
Tramways.) 


ecxxv. An Act for conferring further powers | 


eexxvi. An 


upon the Metropolitan Railway Company in 
relation to their own undertaking, and upon 
that Company and the Great Western and 
London and North Western Railway Com- 
panies in relation to undertakings, in which 
they are jointly interested, and for other 
purposes. (Metropolitan Railway.) 


Act to convert the capital of the | 
South Metropolitan Gas Cothpany, and for | 
other purposes. (South Metropolitan Gas.) | 


cexxvii. An Act to confer further powers on the | 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Com- 
pany. (Baker Street and Waterloo Railway.) | 


= Ben } 
eexxviili. An Act to incorporate the Kidder- | 


minster and Stourport Electric Tramway | 
Company, and to empower the Company to} 
construct Tramways, and for other purposes. | 
(Kidderminster and Stourport Electric Tram- | 
way.) | 


ecxxix. An Act to confer further powers upon | 


the Governor and Company of the New River 
brought from Chadwell and Amwell 





to 


London, commonly called the New River 
Company, for the execution of new works, the 
purchase of additional lands and the raising | 
of further money, and for other purposes. | 


(New River Company’s). 
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ecxxx. An Act for making a Railway to be 
called the Marlborough and Grafton Railway, 
and for other purposes. (Marlborough and 
Grafton Railway.) 


eexxxxi. An Act to authorise the reconstruction 
of the bridge across the River Tyne, known 
as the Redheugh Bridge, and for other 
purposes. (Redheugh Bridge.) 


eexxxii. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon the Great Western Railway Company 
in respect of their own undertaking, and 
upon that Company and the Midland Rail- 
way Company and the London and North 
Western Railway Company, in respect of 
undertakings in which they are jointly 
interested, for amalgamating the Abbotsbury, 
Much Wenlock and Severn Junction, Marl- 
borough, Milford, Wenlock, Vale of 
Llangollen, Llangollen and Corwen, and 
Corwen and Bala Railway Companies with 
the Great Western Railway Company, and 
for other purposes. (Great Western Rail- 
way (Additional Powers).) 


eexxxili. An Act to empower the Taff Vale 
Railway Company to construct new railways 
and other works, and acquire lands, to amend 
certain provisions contained in the Acts 
relating to the Barry Dock and Railway 
Company, and to the Bute Docks, and for 
other purposes. (Taff Vale Railway.) 


cexxxiv. An Act toauthorise the Corporation of 
Glasgow to acquire lands and_ construct 
works for sewage purposes, to raise further 
moneys, and for other purposes. (Glasgow 
Corporation Sewage.) 


Royat Assent, 14th August 1896. 


P. cexxxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Armagh. (Loca! Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 1).) 


Pp. cexxxvi. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board, relating to the Counties of Bedford, 
Chester, Essex, Flint, Gloucester, Hertford, 
Huntingdon, Middlesex, West Suffolk, and 
Wilts. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 13).) 


Pp. cexxxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Plymouth. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 


(No. 15).) 


Pp. cexxxviii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act 1890, relating to Birkenhead and 
Leeds. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (Housing of 
Working Classes).) 
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ecxxxix. An Act for making further and 
better provision for the improvement, health 
and good government of the Urban District 
of Bilston, and for other purposes. (Bilston 
Improvement.) 


ecxl. An Act for making a Railway and Pier 
in the County of Inverness, to be called the 
Invergarry and Fort Augustus Railway, and 
for other purposes. (Invergarry and Fort 
Augustus Railway.) 


eexli. An Act to authorise the construction of 
new reservoirs at Staines, and other works 
for affording an additional supply of Water 
for certain districts north of the River 
Thames, and for other purposes. (Staines 
Reservoirs, etc.) 





eexlii. An Act to enable the Birmingham, 
North Warwickshire and Stratford-upon- 
Avon Railway Company to lay an 


additional line of rails on portions of the 
Evesham, Redditch and Stratford-upon- 
Avon Junction, and the East and West 
Junction Railways, and in connection there- 
with to improve and equip such portions of 
those railways, to enable the Company to raise 
further capital, and for other purposes. | 
(Birmingham North Warwickshire and | 
Stratford-upon-Avon Railway.) | 

| 





*xliii. An Act to confer further powers upon | 
the Brading Harbour Improvement and | 
Railway Company, and for other purposes. | 
(Brading Harbour and Railway.) | 


‘xliv. An Act to empower the Neath Pontar- | 
dawe and Brynaman Railway Company and | 
the Great Western Railway Company to | 
enter into working and traffic agreements. 
(Neath Pontardawe and Brynaman Railway.) 


a 


ecxlv. An Act to enable the Barry Urban 
District Council to acquire Cadoxton Common, | 
and to maintain and regulate the same, to | 
construct new Waterworks, to extend the | 
limits of Gas and Water supply, for confer- | 
ring further powers in relation to Buildings, | 
Streets, and Sanitary matters, for making 
further and better provision for the improve- 
ment, health and local government of the 
District, and for other purposes. (Barry | 


Urban District Council.) 


ACTS. [59 & 60 Vicr.]} 


ccxlvi. An Act toextend the City of Belfast, and 
for other purposes. (Belfast Corporation.) 


eexlvii. An Act to make provision as to the 
admission to the Metropolitan Main Drainage 
System of Sewage from part of the District 
of Willesden, in the County of Middlesex. 
(Willesden Sewerage.) 


cexlviii. An Act to confer further powers on 
the Urban District Council of Saint Anne’s- 
on-the-Sea, in the County Palatine of Lan- 
caster, for the improvement of their District, 
and for other purposes. (Saint Anne’s-on-the- 
Sea Improvement.) 


eexlix. An Act for the reduction of the 
Municipal Franchise in the City of London- 
derry, for the alteration and increase in the 
number of the Municipal Wards, and of the 
number of Aldermen and Councillors elected 
for the said City, for the improvement of the 
City, the raising of further moneys, and for 
other purposes. (Londonderry Improve- 
ment.) 


ecl, An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Sheffield District Railway 
Company, and for other purposes. (Sheffield 
District Railway.) 


ecli. An Act for empowering the Urban Dis- 


trict Council of Weston-super-Mare to 
acquire the undertaking of Knightstone 


Western-super-Mare Limited, and to con- 
struct works, and for extending the powers 
of the Council in relation to certain matters, 
and for other purposes. (Weston-super-Mare 
Urban District Council.) 


cclii. An Act to extend the time for the purchase 
of lands for the purposes of the City and South 
London Railway Act 1893, and for the com- 
pletion of the underground Railway and works 
thereby authorised, and to empower the Com- 
pany to acquire additional lands, and for 
other purposes. (City and South London 
tailway.) 
ecliii, An Act to confirm and legalise certain 
Works constructed by the Blackrock and 
Kingstown Drainage Board, to confer on the 
Board further powers as to the borrowing of 
moneys, and for other purposes. (Blackrock 
and Kingstown Drainage and Improvement.) 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 





1896, 





Title of Bill. 
Abattoirs 


Abensur’s 
Accountants 
Accountants (No. 2) 

Accountants (Scotland) . 
Acquisition of Land (Local Authorities)... 
Administration of Estates (Consolidation) 


Naturalisation . 


Agents (Scotland) 


Agricultural Land Rating 

Agricultural Produce (Marks) oe 

Agricultural Rates, Congested Districts 
Burgh Land Tax Relief (Scotland) 

Agric altural Tenancies 

Aldershot Gas and Water , 

Alexandra (Newport and South W ales) Docks 


and 


and Railway 

Archdeaconry “of Cornwall 

Archdeaconry of London (Additional “Endow- 
ment) 


Army Annual noms 

Assistant County Surveyors s (Ire land) 
Baker Street and Waterloo Railw ay 
Ballot Act (1872) Amendment 
Barnsley Corporation (Water) 

Barry Railway 

Barry Urban District Council 

Baths and Washhouses Acts Amendment 
Beer Adulteration... 

Belfast Corporation 

Belfast Street Tramways ... 
Benefices 


Berriew School 

Bexhill Water and Gas... 

Bideford, Westward-Ho and Appledore Railway 

Bilston Improv ement 

Birmingham Corporation Water 

Bir mingham, North Warwickshire and Stratford- 
upon-Avon Railway _.. 

Bishopric of Bristol Act Amendment ‘ 

Blackpool Improvement ... Bes =r eee 


Progress. 
Second Reading deferred, 
Feb. 25. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Read 1°, Feb. 26 

Read 1°, July 14. 

Withdrawn, July 8. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Read 2°, and referred to Joint 
Committee, May 8. 

Debate on Third Reading, 
July 1. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Read 2°, Mar. 18. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Read 1°, Feb. 25. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 3*, May 11. 


eported from Standing Com- 
mittee, May 19. 

Royal Assent, Mar. 27 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, Aug. ‘sa 

Withdrawn, Mar. 

Royal Assent, pw ia. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Debate on Motion to consider 
as amended, Juve 10. 

Withdrawn, July 20. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Royal Assent, May 21. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 


~ 





Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7 7. 
Royal Assent, J uly 20. 














Title of Bill. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroads__... tins 

Blackpool, St. Anne’s and Lytham Tramways ... 

Blackrock and Kingstown Drainage 

Boards of Conciliation 

Boards of Conciliation (No. 2)... 

Boards of Guardians and Labourers (Ireland) 

Boiler Inspection and Registration 

Bonnybridge, etc., Water Provisional Order 

Borough Funds Act (1872) Amendment 

Bournemouth Gas and Water eo 

Boyne Navigation Transfer 

Brading Harbour and Railway .. 

Brighton and Rottingdean Se ashore ‘Electric 
Tramroad _ sa “3 

Brighton Cor poration (W, ater) 

Brighton Improvements : 

Brighton Marine Palace and Pier a 

Brine Pumping (Compensation for Subsidence) 
Provisional Order ee 

British Gas Light Company (Norw ich) . 

Brixham Harbour and Market 

Buenos Ayres and Ensenada Port Railw: ay 
Company 

Building Lands (Towns and Villages) 

Burgh Police een Act ene 2) Amendment 

Burglary vs - 

Burials 

Burntisland Harbour one 

Burton-upon-Trent Corporation ... 

Cabs (London) 

Caledonian Railway 

Callander and Oban Railway 

Cambrian Railways ove an apa 

Canal Rates, Tolls and Charges Provisional 
Order (Strabane Canal) Jar ie She 
Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order 
(Burwell Fen, etc.) ons en _ 
Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order 
(Caledonian and Crinan Canals) 

Cathedral Churches : 

Cavendish and Harrington Bridges Trust 

Cawood, Wistow and Selby Light Railway 

Cemeteries is 

Cemeteries Rating ee 

Central Ireland Railway ... 

Chairmen of District Councils 

Chamber’s Estate . : 

Cheadle Railway, Miner al and Land Ci mpany was 

Chelsea Water 

Cheltenham Gas 

Chimney Sweepers’ 

Church of Scotland (Constitution) 

City and South London Railway... 

City of Glasgow Union Railway 


Clubs Registration 


BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 






1896. 
Progress. 


Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, April 15. 
Reported, July 7. 


In Committee, April 16. 


Read 1°, Mar. 11. 
Royal Assent, July 2 
Read 1°, April 9. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 


Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, July 2 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


toyal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, July 2 


Royal Assent, July 2. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Withdrawn, June 8. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, July 28. 
Royal Assent, July 20.; 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
toyal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


Royal Assent, July 2. 
toyal Assent, July 2 
Royal Assent, July 2. 


Royal Assent, July 2 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Withdrawn, July 23. 
Read 1°, May 19. 
Royal Assent, May 2 
toyal Assent, Aug. 7 ‘fs 
Royal Assent, J uly 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, July 2 
Royal Assent, May 21. 


Debate on Second Reading, 


May 15. 
Withdrawn, June 10. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 


Instruction to Committee, 


June 30. 
Read 1°, June 12. 





| 
| 
i 






BILLS 


DEALT WITH IN 
Title of Bill. 


Coal Mines Regulation Act (1887) Amendment 
(No. 1) ... wee are 

Coal Mines Regulation Act t (1887) Amendment 
(No. 2) . - re ; ha ve 

Collecting Societies 

Colonial Marriages. 

Colwyn Bay and District Gas... 

Commons Regulation (Darwen) Provisional Order 

Companies ... 


Conciliation (Trade Disputes) 

Consolidated Fund (Appropri 7 

Consolidated Fund (No. 1) , 

Consolidated Fund (No. 2) 

Contempt of Court.. . 

Conveyancing and Law of Pr oper ty 

Cork, Blackrock and Passage Railway 

Cornwall Minerals Railway ‘ 

Coroners’ Inquests (Railway Fatalities) .. 

Coroners (Ireland) 

Corporation of London (Metropolitan 3 Mar ket) 

County Auditors * 

County Councils (Harbours and Piers) 

County Government (Treland) as 

County Surveyors and Assistants (Treland) 

Court of Criminal Appeal ... 

Cowes Gas ... “ie 

Criminal Law Amendment : 

Criminal Law Amendment <Act (183: 5) “Amend- 
ment nr 

Criminal Law Procedure ... 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Ac t (1886) Amend- 
ment cc ep 

Croftters’ Holdings (Scotland) Acts Extension ... 

Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Acts Extension 
(No. 2) ... ‘ ay ; 

Culter Water Order Confirmation 

Cupar Water Provisional Order ... ‘ 

Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund | 

Dalmeny and Kirkliston Water Provisional 
Order ae 

Derelict: Vessels (Report) .. 

Dewsbury and Hee kmondwike Water 

Diseases of Animals ‘ 

Dispensary Committees (Ireland) .. 

Distress Abolition and Substitution 

District Councils (Water Supply F saison 

Divorce Amendment 

Donegal Railway 

Dover Undercliff Reclamation .. 

Drainage and Improvement of Lands ‘(Ireland) 
Provisional Order 

Drogheda Corporation 

Dublin Corporation 


Dublin United Tramways 
Dundee Harbour ... 


SESSION 





1896. 


Progress. 


Read 1°, April 20. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. if 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, July : 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Re sported from Select Com- 

mittee, July 17. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, Mar. 27. 

Xoval Assent, May 21. 

Read 1°, April 27. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, April 24. 

Read 2°, Feb. 19. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 

Read 1°, Mar. 23. 
Withdrawn, June 10. 

tead 1°, Feb. 14. 
Withdrawn, April 23. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 2 

Read ye: Mar. 24. 


bw 


Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
In Committee, May 14. 


tead 1°, Feb. 14. 
Withdrawn, Feb. 19. 





Read 1°, Feb. 21. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 


Royal Assent, 
Royal Assent, 
Royal Assent, 
Royal Assent, 
Royal Assent, July 2. 

Read 1°, Mar. 4. 
Withdrawn, July 29. 

Read 3* and Passed, June 23. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 


July 20. 
July 2. 

May 21. 
July 20. 


~] ~ 


21. 


Royal Assent, May 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Lords Amendments considered 
Aug. 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, July 


“I bo 


bo a. 















Title of Bill. 


Dundee Suburban Railway eee of aie 

Duration of Speeches : 

Ealing and South Harrow Railway ‘ 

East and West Yorkshire Union Railway (South 
Leeds Junction Railway Transfer) 

Eastbourne Water 

East London Water (Height of Supply) 

East London Water (Transfer) . 


Easton and Church has Railway (Extension of 
Time)... ap ~ se Bis 

East Surrey W. ater 

Edinburgh Extension , 

Edinburgh General Register House 

Edinburgh Improv ement and Tramw ays 

Edinburgh Street Tramways =e 

Edinburgh University (Transfer “of Patronage) 

Education ... 

Education (Ireland) aes we 

Education Provisional Order 

(London) 

Election Petitions ... : 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 1) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 2) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 3) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) 
6) 
7 


Confirmation 


Electrie Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 6 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (N Jotting 
Hill, ete.) : 
Elementary Education Act (1873) Amendment 
Elementary Education Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (Tottenham) .. 
Elementary Education Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Acton, etc.) ae 
Employers’ Liability to W orkmen for Injuries . are 
English, Scottish and Australian Chartered Bank 
Estates "Tail Abolition 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) 


Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Reinstatement 

Evidence in Criminal Cases 

Expiring Laws Continuance . 

Factories and Workshops Acts Amendment 

Factory and Workshop Act (1878) Amendment 

Falkirk and District saan ‘ 

Falmouth Rectory.. 

Farm Servants (Scotland) 

Fatal Accidents sr (Seotland) Act t (1895) 
Amendment es 

Finance ‘ 

Fisheries Acts (Norfolk and Suffolk) Amendment 

Fishery Acts Amendment ; ve ‘ 

Floods Prevention wits 

Foreign Goods (Prev ention of Fraud) ea 


BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, Feb. 21 
Withdrawn, May 7. 


Royal Assent, July 2 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, April 14. 

Second Reading  negatived, 


Mar. 24. 


toyal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, J uly 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Read 3* and Passed, July 2 
In Committee, June 22. 
Withdrawn, July 13. 


-~]-1 = bo 
paper 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, July 21. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 2 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


Royal Assent, Mar. 31. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 


Royal Assent, Mar. 31. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, May 8. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Read 1°, Mar. 24. 
Debate on Second Reading. 
Feb. 26 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Withdrawn, July 16. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 25 
Read 1°, May 6. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, May 12. 
Read 1°, Mar. 27. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Read 3* and Passed, July 17. 
Read 1°, July 16. 


Debate on Second Reading, 


Mar. 25, 









| 
























Title of Bill. 


Foyle College and Londonderry Academical 


Institution (Amalgamation) 


Franchise and Removal of Women’s Disabilities 


Freshwater Fisheries 


Freshwater, Yarmouth and Newport Railway > 


Friendly Societies .. 

Fylde Water ‘ 

Gas and Water Provisional Orders 
Gas Provisional Orders 


Glasgow and South Western ond North British 


Railway Companies 
Glasgow and South Western Railway 
Glasgow Corporation (General Powers) ... 
Glasgow Corporation (Sewage) 
Glasgow Juvenile Delinquency 
Glasgow Parliamentary Divisions 
Grand Junction Water (Transfer) 


Great Eastern Railway 


Great Northern London Cemetery y ‘Company 


ireat Northern Railway .. 
Great Southern and Western Railway 


Great Western Railway (Additional Powers) .. 
Great Western Railway (Denbighshire Railways) 
Great Western Railway eee Wales and Bristol 


Direct Railway) 
Griftin’s Divorce 
Grocers’ Certificates (Scotland) Abolition 
Ground Game Act _— Amendment . 
Guildford Gas ann 
Harbours and Piers 
Highland Railway 
Highways ... . 
House Tax Consolidation 
Houses in Towns (Ireland) 


Housing of the Working Classes (Ireland) 
Housing of the Working Classes Provisional 


Order (Aberdeen) 


Housing of the Working Classes (5 (Scotland) 


Huddersfield Water 
Ilfracombe Gas 
Incumbents of Benefices Reus Extension 


Industrial and Provident and Incorporated 
Building Societies (Purchase of Fee Simple) .. 
Industrial and Provident Societies (Purchase of 


Fee Simple) 
Infant Life Protection 


Intoxicating Liquors (Sunday Hours of Sale) 


Invergarry and Fort Augustus Railway... 


Irish Church Act (1869) Amendment (Repayment 


of Advances) .. 
Trish Education Act (1892) Amendment 
Irvine Burgh Improvement + . 
Judicial Trustees ... 
Jurors (Ireland) 
Justices of the Peace 


BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 








1896. 
Progress. 





Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Read 1°, Mar. 3. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 





Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, July 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Second Reading negatived, 
Mar. 24. 

Royal Assent, May 21 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7 

Royal Assent, July 20. 


bon ste, +1 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Read 1°, Feb. 26. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Read 1°, June 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, May 5. 
Withdrawn, June 18. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 


— 


Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 


“J 


Read 1°, Mar. 27. 


Withdrawn, Mar. 25. 

Re-committed, July 25. 

Debate on Second Reading, 
Mar. 26. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 





Read 2*, July 9. 
Read 1°, May 5. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, April 16. 
Read 1°, Feb. 19. 











Title of Bill. 


Juvenile Offenders (Whipping) . 

Kelty Water Provisional Order ... F : 

Kensington (James Street Area) Improvements 

Kent and Surrey Permanent Benefit Building 
Society ... ns a0 - eve 

Kent Water Board 


Kent Water (Transfer) 


Kidderminster and Stourport Electric Tramway 
Kilmarnock Corporation Water ... 

King’s Lynn Corporation ... 

Kirkcaldy and Dysart Water 

Labourers’ (Ireland) : és 
Labourers’ (Ireland) Acts ‘Amendment . eas 
Lambeth Water . 

Lambeth Water (Suspended) 


Lambeth Water (Transfer) : 

Lanarkshire (Middle Ward District) Water 

Lancashire and Yorkshire and London and 
North-Western Railway Companies 

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway ; 

Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railw ay 

Land Charges oe ; 

Land Drainage Provisional ‘Order 

Land Law (Irel: und) = 

Land Tax Commissioners’ Names 

Land Tenure and Rent Revision . 

Land Values (Taxation by Local Author ities) . 

Larceny be ae at 

Law Agents (Scotland) 

Leamington Corporation ... 

Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) . 

Leeds Corporation Tramways ae 

Leeds Hydraulic Power 

Letting of ee Rights 

Libel : 2; 

Licensing 


Licensing Acts Amendment [.1. | 


' Licensing Acts Amendment [1.c.] 

Licensing Laws Amendment 

Life Assurance sca (Payment in Court)... 
Light Railways ee 

Liquor Traffic Local V eto... 

Liquor Traftic Local Veto (Scotland) 
Liverpool Court of Passage : 

Liverpool Electric Supply (Transfer) 
Liverpool New Cattle Market and Railways 
Liverpool Warehousing Company 

Llanelly Harbour ... 

Local Authorities (Scotland) Loans 

Local Government Act (1888) Amendment 
Local Government Act (1894) Amendment 


BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 


Progress. 


Withdrawn, July 16. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


bo 


Royal Assent, May 21. 

Second Reading negatived, 
Mar. 24. 

Second Reading negatived, 
Mar. 24. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, J uly 2 2. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Committed to Select Com- 
mittee, Mar. 24. 

Withdrawn, Mar. 24. 

Royal Assent, July 2 


Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Read 3* and Passed, July 14. 
Royal Assent, July 2 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, July 21. 

Read 2°, April 22 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 

Read 1°, Feb. 19 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Read 1°, Feb. 19. 
Withdrawn, July 16. 
Debate on Second Reading, 


Mar. 27. 


Debate on Second Reading, 


Mar. 27. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 9. 
Read 1°, Mar. 10. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, Aug. |4. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Withdrawn, July 29. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, May 15. 
Read 1°, Mar. 3. 


Debate on Second Reading, 


May 6. 

























































BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 
Title of Bill. Progress. 


Local Government Act (1894) Amendment (No.2) Read 1°, April 9. 
Local Government (Aldershot and Farnborough) Withdrawn, July 20. 
Local Government (Determination of Differ- 








ences) ... a ee .- Royal Assent, May 21. 
Local Government ‘(Elections) ia ae ... Royal Assent, Mar. 6. 
Local Government (Elections) (No. 2)... ..» Royal Assent, Mar. 27. 
Local Government (Highways) . ... Withdrawn, July 15. 
Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No.1) ... ets one ... Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Local Government "(Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 2) . ad «ss Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 3) . eee sa .-- Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government ‘(Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 4) . os Jat < ..» Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 5) ... oe ve sie .- Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government. (Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 6) . Rae i nc ... Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government ‘(Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No.7) ... i ie sbi ... Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local nO ‘(Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 8) . se eae ai ... Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government. '(Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 9) ... em as ae ..- Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local “i srnment (Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 10) .. a hs ee ..- Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Gover nment ‘(Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 11).. x bids at ns ... Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 

(No. 12).. ... Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government Pr ovisional Orders (Gas) ... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (Housing 

of the Working Classes) : ... Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) .... Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2) .... Royal Assent, Aug. 7 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) ... Royal Assent, July 2. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) .... Royal Assent, May 21. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) .... Royal Assent, May 21. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No.6) .... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) .... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Loeal Government Provisional Orders (No. 8) .... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) .... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 10)... Royal Assent, July 20." 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11)... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 12)... Roya] Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 13)... Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 14)... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 15)... Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 16)... Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 17)... Royal Assent, July 20. 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 18)... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 19)... Royal Assent, July 20. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 20)... Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 21) ... Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 22) ... Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 23) ... Read 3° and Passed, July 28 















BILLS 
Title of Bill. 





DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 


Local Government Provisional Order (No. 24) ... 
Local Government Provisional Order (Poor Law) 
Local Government Provisional Order (Poor Law) 


(No. 2) 


Local Government Pr ovisional Order (Ports) 
Local Government Provisional Order (Warrington) 
Local Government (Qualification of Voters) 
Local Government (Scotland) (Public Health 


Rating) . 


Local Government: " (Scotland) (Public “Health 


Rating) (No. 2) .. 


Local =. (Customs and Excise) Act t (1889) 


Amendment... 
Local Taxation (Ireland) Esta 
Locomotives on Highways... 
Locomotives on Roads 


te Duty 


London and North-Western Railway 
London, Brighton and South Coast Railway 
London, Chatham and Dover Railway (Capital) 
London, Chatham and Dover Railway ange 


Powers) .. 


London County Council (General Powers) 


London County Council (Mon 

London County Council 
Tramways) ; 

London County Tramways 

Londonderry Improvement 

London Sea Water Supply 

London Tramways... 


ey) 


( Vauxhall 


London University Commission ... 
London Valuation and Assessment 


Lord Wolverton’s Estate ... 
Malvern Link a 
Manchester Corporation ... 


Bridge 


Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolashire Railway 


Manchester Ship Canal... 
Manhood Suffrage (Ireland) 


Marine Insurance ... 


Markets and Fairs (W eighing of Cattle) Acts 
(1887 and 1891) Amendment ... ne 
Marlborough and Grafton Railway 


Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister ... ose 
Married Persons Small Industrial Income Tax 


Relief... 
Matlock Bath Gas.. 
Meat (Foreign and Colonial) 


Merchandise Marks Act (1887) Amendment ... 
Merchant Seamen (Employment and Rating)... 
Merchant Shipping Acts Amendment 


Mersey Railway 
Metropolitan Counties Water 


Board 


Metropolitan District Railway 


Metropolitan District or ‘(Extension of 


Time) . 
Metropolitan Police Courts 


Metropolitan Railway 


Metropolitan Police Provisional es es 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 


Royal Assent, July 2 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, Mar. 3. 


Withdrawn, Mar. 18. 
Read 1°, Mar. 6. 


Read 1°, Mar. 17. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal: Assent, J uly 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent; July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 11. 
Withdrawn, June 23. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

In Committee, Mar. 26. 


Read 1°, April 24. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 


Read 3* and Passed, July 10. 


Read 1°, Feb. 21. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, Feb. 25. 
Withdrawn, June 3. 

Read 2°, Feb. 28. 

Read 1°, Mar. 6. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Read 3* and Passed, July 6. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 


Royal Assent, Mar. 27. 
Withdrawn, July 13. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7 















BILLS DEALT WITH IN 


Title of Bill. 


Metropolitan Sewers and Drains 

Midland Railway .. j 

Midwives’ Registration ia 

Military Lands Act (1892) ‘Amendment... 

Military Lands Provisional Orders 

Military Manceuvres ‘ee eee 

Military Works a 

Militia 

Millwall Dock 

Mines (Eight Hours) : 

Mines (Stannary Court) Arbitration 

Mining Easements 

Muirkirk, Mauchline and Dalmellington Rail- 
ways... ° 

Municipal Franc shise (Ire land) 

Municipal Franchise (Ireland) (No. 2)... 

National Mutual Life Assurance Society 

Naval Reserve , 

Naval Works . 

Neath, Pontardawe and Brynaman Railway 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas 

Newport, Godshill and St. Lawrence ete 

New River Company 

New River Company (Transfer) . 


North British Railway 

North Cornwall Railway .. 

North-Eastern Railway .. 

North Metropolitan Railway and ‘Canal . 

North Wales Counties Lunatic Asylum (Water) 

Occupying Tenants Enfranchisement 

Official Secrets ae 

Ogilvie Meal Charity ee 

Old Age Pensions (Friendly Societies) .. 

Old Age Provident Pensions... 

Orkney and Zetland Small Piers and Harbours 

Outdoor Provident Relief 

Outlawries ... 

Padiham Urban District Council 1 (Water) (Bx- 
tension of Time) * 

Parliamentary Costs 

Parliamentary Elections (Mariners’ Votes) bes 

Parliamentary Franchise (Extension to Women) 

Payment of Jurors 

Payment of Jurors (Ireland) 

Personal Property Exemption. 

Petersham and Ham Lands and Footpaths 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Order (No. 1) 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 3) 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 4) 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 5) 

Pilotage Provisional Order 

Places of Worship (Leasehold Enfranchisement) 

Plumbers’ Registration 


Polling Arrangements (London) ... 





SESSION 1896 


Progress. 


Read 1°, Mar. 4. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Read 2°, Aug. 3. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 
In Committee, July 20. 
Read 1°, Feb. 18. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Read 1°, Feb, 14. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 


Royal Assent, July 2. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 


Royal Assent, Mar. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, July 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 


Second Reading 


31. 
14, 
20. 
7 


negatived, 


Mar. 24. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, Feb. 21. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 10. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, Feb. 21. 
Read 1°, Feb. 19. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Read 1°, Feb. 19. 
Read 1°, Feb. 11. 


Royal Assent, July 2 
Withdrawn, Aug. 6. 
Withdrawn, July 22 
Withdrawn, June 1. 
Read 1°, Feb. 18. 
Withdrawn, April 16. 
Read 1°, April 14. 
Read 2°, Mar. 12. 
Read 2*, April 23. 
Royal Assent, July 2. 
Roy: al Assent, Aug. 7 
Roy al Assent, July 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, Mar. 2. 
Debate on Second Reading, 
April 10. 
Withdrawn, July 6. 


¢ 
20. 
























Title of Bill. 


Poor Law Guardians (Ireland) (Women) 
Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation 


Poor Relief (Ireland) 2 
Portsmouth (Borough) Water 
Portsmouth Street Tramways 


Port Talbot Railway and Docks (Ogmore Valleys 


Extension) 


Port Talbot Railway and ‘Docks (South Wales 


Mineral Railway) av 
Post Office Consolidation ... 


Post Office (Parcels) Act (1882) Amendment 
Preston Corporation (Ribble — 


Prisoners’ Evidence 


Prison-made Goods Importation ne 
Publication of Indecent Evidence 


Public Buildings (London) 


Public Buildings (London) — 2) 


Public Health ; 

Public Health (Ireland) 
Public Health (Ports) = 
Public Health (Scotland) ... 


Public Health (Scotland) (No. 2) .. 


Public Health (Sewers and Drains) ws 
Public Houses’ Hours of — (Scotland) Act 


(1887) Amendment és 
Public Libraries (Ireland) ... 
Public Offices (Site) 

Public Works (Loans) 
Quarter Sessions (London) 


Railway Assessors (Scotland) Superannuation a 
Railway Rates and Charges (Lee-on-the-Solent 
Light Railway, etc.) Order Confirmation 


Railways (Ireland) 
Rating of Machinery 


Realisation and Debenture Corporation of Scotland 


Redheugh Bridge ... 


Registration of Electors Acts (Amendment) 


Registration of Voters (Ireland) .. 
Reserve F orces 


Retford, Rotherham and Barnsley Railway 


(Extension of Time) 


Retirement of Vestrymen and Auditors (London) 
Rights of Way Procedure (Scotland) 


Rivers Pollution Prevention 
Rotherham Corporation 
Rother Valley Light Railway 


Roxburgh, Berwick and Selkirk District Board 


of Lunacy (Water) 


Rural Workers (Scotland) Holidays 


Safety of Nurse Children ... 


St. Anne’s-on-the-Sea Improvement 

Sale of Foreign Goods (Prevention of Fraud) 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) . 

Sale of Intoxicating Liquors on Sunday... 

Sale of Tntoxicating Liquors to Children 


BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, Mar. 31. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 11. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 


Royal Assent, July 20. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, July 20. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 20. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Read 2*, Mar. 20. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 16. 
In Committee, April 17. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7 
Reported from Select Com- 
mittee, April 30. 
Withdrawn, July 16. 
Withdrawn, June 30. 


~] 


Read 1°, Feb. 28. 

Read 1°, April 17. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Withdrawn, July 20. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 
Read 1°, Feb. 25. 
Read 3* and Passed, June 12. 


~ 71 


Withdrawn, May 4. 

Read 3* and Passed, May 12. 
Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, May 21. 

Royal Assent, July 2 


Royal Assent, July 2. 

Read 1°, Aug. 7. 

Committed to Committee of 
the Whole House, July 7. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Read 2° and committed, May 6. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 
Title of Bill. 


Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) 


School Board Electorate (Scotland) 


Schools and Teachers’ Residences Sites (Ireland) 


Scovell’s Divorce . 


Sea Fisheries Regulation | (Geotland) Act, 1895, 


Amendment 
Secretaries of Grand Juries s (Ireland) 
Select Vestries Be 
Sheffield Corporation Tramways io 
Sheffield Corporation Water 
Sheffield District Railway 
Sheffield Tramways 
Sheriffs and Under Sheriffs. 
Shipping Federation us ou 
Shop Assistants’ Half Holiday ie 
Shops on “ ag 
Shops (Early Closing g) 


Short Titles i 

Small Loans (Interest) 

Solicitors (Ireland) 

Solicitors Magistracy 
South-Eastern Railway 

South Metropolitan Gas ... 
South Shields Corporation ‘ 
Southwark and Vauxhall Water . 


Southwark and Vauxhall Water iaumantie 
Special Juries 

Sports 

Stafford Corpor ation 

Staines Reservoirs.. 

Stannaries ... ‘ 
Statute Law Revision and Consolidation 


Steam Engines (Persons in Charge) 
Stipendiary y Magistrates weal 
Strand Improvement 

Street Noises ans 

Stroud and Painswick Light Railway 
Succession (Scotland) 

Summary Jurisdiction (W hipping) 


Sunday Closing (Wales) Act (1881) Amendment 


Surveyors (Dublin County) 
Sutton Bridge Dock hie 
Swansea Harbour ... 

Taff Vale Railway 
Teachers’ Registration 
Telegraph Money 

Tithe Redemption... ; 
Tithe Redemption (No. 2) 
Todd’s Divorce sie 
Town Holdings 


Towns Improvement (Ireland) Acts Amendment 


Tramways (Local Authorities) . 


Progress. 
Debate on Second Reading, 
April 14. 


Read 1°, Feb. 28. 
Read 1°, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 2 


Read 1°, June 16. 

Read 1°, Mar. 17. 

Read 14, Feb. 11. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Withdrawn, June 11. 

Withdrawn, Aug. 13. 

Read 1°, April 28. 

Read 1°, Aug. 4. 

Reported from Standing Com- 
mittee on Trade, Mar. 26. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Read 1°, April 24. 

Read 3* and Passed, Mar. 19. 

In Committee, July 15. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Committed to Select Com- 
mittee, Mar. 24. 

Withdrawn, Mar. 24. 

Read 14, July 24. 

Read 1°, Feb. 19. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Report of Select Committee, 
May 6. 

Withdrawn, May 14. 

Withdrawn, July 20. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Withdrawn, July 1. 

Royal Assent, July 2 

Read 1°, Feb. [4. 

Re-committed to Standing 
Committee, Mar. 16. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Read 1°, July 14. 

Royal Assent, May 21. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 

Withdrawn, July 20. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

In Committee, June 1. 

Royal Assent, July 2 

Read 1°, Feb. 21. 

Read 1°, June 16. 

Read 1°, May 15. 






















Title of Bill. 


Tramways Provisional Orders (No. 1) 
Tramways Provisional Orders (No. 2) 
Trout Fishing Close Time oer 


Truck , 
Trustee Savings Bank 
Trusts (Scotland) . 
Uganda Railway . 


Uxbridge and Rickmansworth Railway 


Vale eg Glamorgan apps 
Vehicles (Lights) . 
Vexatious Aotlons.. 


Wallasey Urban District Co 


Waterford Corporation 
Waterford Infirmary 
Watermen’s Certificates 
Water Provisional Orders... 
Weaver Navigation 


Weights and Measure 28 (Metric System) .. 


West Highland Railway . 


West Highland Railway Guarantee . 
West Highland and Islands (Scotland) Works 


Act (1891) Amendment 


West Middlesex Water (Transfer) 


Weston-super-Mare District Council 

Whitstable Oyster Fishery Company 

Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment : 
Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment ee 2) 


Willesden Sewerage 


William Hancock and Company .. = 
Wine and Beerhouse Acts Amendment . 
Women Bar Assistants (Limitation of Hours) .. 


Working Men’s Dwellings 
Working Men’s Dwellings 


Working Men’s Dwellings (No. 2) 


Yeovil Corporation Water 


—— Urban District Council (Gas and 


Water) . 


BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1896. 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 1. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Read 1°, Mar. 3. 

Read 3* and Passed, July 16. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
In Committee, April 29. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Royal Assent, May 21. 
Read 1°, Aug. 11. 
Royal Assent, Aug 7. 
Royal Assent, July 20. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 3. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 7. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 


Read 1°, Feb. 21. 

Second Reading Negatived, 
Mar. 24. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Withdrawn, May 15. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 2. 

Read 1°, Aug. 11. 

Withdrawn, July 16. 

Read 3* and Passed, Aug. 6. 

Read 1°, Aug. 7 

Read 1°, Feb. 14. 

Royal Assent, July 20. 


Royal Assent, July 2. 
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PUBLIC BILLS. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, dated 4 August 1896 ;—for, 


RETURN “of the Number of Pustic 


31LLs, distinguishing Government from other Bills, 


introduced into this House, or brought from the House of Lords, during the Second Session 


of 1895, and in the Session of 1896 ; 


showing the Number which received the Royal Assent ; 


the Number which were Passed by this House, but not by the House of Lords; the Number 
Passed by the House of Lords, but not by this House ; and distinguishing the Stages at 
which such Bills as did not receive the Royal Assent were Dropped or Postponed and 
Rejected in either House of Parliament (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.146, 


of Session 1, 1895).—(Dr. Farquharson.) 


[SESSION IY. (1895). 


BILLS WHICH RECEIVED THE ROYAL ASSENT. 


NB 


.—Bills marked thus (*) are Government Bills. 





TiTLe or BI. 


Tirte or Bit. 





*Canadian Speaker (Appointment of Deputy). 
*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 
*Expiring Laws Continuance. 





*Public Offices (Acquisition of Site). 
*Public Works Loans. 
*Purchase of Land (Ireland) Amendment. 





PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS WHICH RECEIVED 
THE ROYAL ASSENT. 





TiTLe or Bitz. 


TiTtE or BI. 





*Education Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London) [Lords]. 

*Gas Orders Confirmation [Lords]. 

*Gas and Water Orders Confirmation [Lords]. 

*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 3). 

*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7). 

*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 10). 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 14). 





*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 19 
*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 20 
*Military Lands Provisional Order (No. 2). 

*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2). 


*Government Bills, 6 ; Provisional Order Bills, 15—Torat, 21. 





BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT 
NOT PASSED BY, THE COMMONS. 





Titte or Bri1. 


Stage at which 
DrorreD, Posrronep, or ResyecTep, Erc. 





*Berriew School .. ee 
Municipal Franchise (Ireland) — oa 
*West Highland Railway Guarantee .. pe 





Committee postponed. 
Second Reading droppe 
Order for Second Bening discharged. 











BILLS 





WHICH WERE PASSED BY 





THE LORDS, 
BUT NOT BY THE COMMONS. 





PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS. 





| 


TitLe or Biz. 


Stage at which 
Droprep, Postronep, or REJECTED, ETC. 





| 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) | 


*Elementary Education Provisional Order 
Confirmation (Tottenham). 





Committee suspended till Session 1896. 
Committee suspended till Session 1896. 





GENERAL 


SUMMARY. 





(1.) Introduced into this House ... 
(2.) Provisional Order Bills 


Commons.. 


Total Number of Bills which received the —* Assent : 


Total Number of Bills introduced into, but not passed by, the Commons _ 
Total Number of Bills — from the — but not _ = the 


Total 


| 
6 
15 | 
me 21 
3 
2 
26 





BILLS 


WHICH RECEIVED THE ROYAL 


NV.B.—Bills marked thus (*) are Government Bills. 


[SESSION 1896]. 


ASSENT. 





Titte or Bit. 


Tire or Brix. 





| 
*Agricultural Land Rating. } 
*Agricultural Rates, Congested Districts and 
Burgh Land Tax Relief (Scotland). 
*Army (Annual). 

Baths and Washhouses Acts Amendment. 
*Bishopric of Bristol Act Amendment [Lords]. | 
*Boyne Navigation Transfer. 

*Burglary [Lords]. 
*Cabs (London). 
Chairmen of District Councils. 
*Coal Mines Regulation Act (1887) Amend- 
ment (No. 2). 
*Collecting Societies. 
*Conciliation (Trade Disputes). 
*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 
*Consolidated Fund (No. 1). 
*Consolidated Fund (No. 2). 
Derelict Vessels (Report). 
*Diseases of Animals. 

Dispensary Committees (Ireland). 

*Edinburgh General Register House. 
*Expiring Laws Continuance. 
*Finance. 

Fisheries Acts (Norfolk and Suffolk) Amend- 

ment. 

*Friendly Societies. 

*Glasgow Parliamentary Divisions. 

*Housing of the Working Classes (Ireland). 


*Labourers (Ireland). 


*Housing of the Working Classes (Scotland) | 
[Lords]. 

Incumbents of Benefices Loans Extension | 
{Lords}. | 

Judicial Trustees. 


| *Land Law (Ireland). 


Law Agents (Scotland). 


*Larceny [Lords]. 


Life Assurance 
Court) [Lords]. 
*Light Railways. 
Liverpool Court of Passage. 
*Local Government (Determination of Differ- 
ences). 


Companies (Payment into 


' *Local Government Elections. 


Local Government (Elections) (No. 2) 
*Local Taxation (Ireland) Estate Duty. 
*Locomotives on Highways [Lords]. 
*Naval Reserve. 
*Naval Works. 
Orkney and Zetland Small Piers and Harbours, 
Poor Law Guardians (Ireland) (Women). 
Poor Law Officers Superannuation. 


| *Public Health. 


*Public Health (Ireland). 
*Public Health (Ports). 
*Public Offices (Site). 
*Public Works Loans. 
Quarter Sessions (London). 
*Railways (Ireland). 


| *Short Titles [ Lords]. 


*Stannaries [ Lords]. 
*Telegraph Money. 
*Truck. 


| *Uganda Railway. 


*Vexatious Actions [Lords]. 


| *West Highland Railway Guarantee. 


Wild Birds Protection Acts Amendment 


(No. 2) [Lords]. 
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PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS 





WHICH RECEIVED 


THE ROYAL ASSENT. 





Tritte or Bru. 





*Bonnybridge, &c., Water Provisional Order. 


*Commons Regulation (Darwen) Provisional | 
Order. 

*Culter Water Order Confirmation [Zords]. 

“Cupar Water Provisional Order. 


*Dalmeny and Kirkliston Water Provisional 
rder. 
*Drainage and Improvement of Lands (Ireland) 
Provisional Order. 


*Education Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London) [Lords]. 





*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 1). 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders ‘No. 2). 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 3). 
Lords}. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4). 
[Lords]. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5). | 
ords |. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 6). | 


*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 7). 
*Elementary Education Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (Acton &c.) [Lords]. 


*Gas Provisional Orders. 
*Gas and Water Provisional Orders. 


*Kelty Water Provisional Order. 


*Land Drainage Provisional Order. 

*Local Government Provisional Orders (Gas). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
-*Local Government Provisional Orders i 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (N 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No 
*Local Government Provisional Orders No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 10). 


CDaI1HDNrkP whe 
SoS OSS OES 


*Local Government Provisional Orders ( — 11). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 12). | 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 13). | 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 14). | 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 14). | 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 15) 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No or 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1 7). | 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 18). | 


( 

| *Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (N 
( 
( 


Titte or Brit. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 19). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 20). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 21), 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 22). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 24). 
*Local Government Provisional 
(Housing of the Working Classes). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 1 


Orders 


| *Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 


(No. 2). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 3). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 4). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 5). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 6). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 7). 

*Local me ernment (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 

*Local Go. ernment (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 9). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 10). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 11). 

*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 12). 

*Local Government Provisional. Order (Poor 
Law). 

*Local Government Provisional Orders (Poor 
Law) (No. 2). 

*Local Government Provisional Orders (Ports). 


*Metropolitan Police Provisional Order. 
*Military Lands Provisional Orders. 


*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 

0. 
No. 
No. 


*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
[ Lords]. 


*Railway Rates and Charges (Lee-on-the- 
Solent Light Railway, &c.) Order Con- 
firmation [ Lords]. 


*Tramways Provisional Orders (No. 1). 


| *Tramways Provisional Orders (No. 2). 


*Water Provisional Orders. 




















SUSPENDED FROM SESSION 1895, 








Titte or Bit. Titte oF Bru. 





Brine Pumping (Compensation for Subsidence) | | Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (Notting 


Provisional Order. Hill, &e.) [Lords]. 

Canal Rates, Tolls, and Charges Provisional | | Elementary Education Provisional Order Con- 
Order (Strabane Canal). | firmation (Tottenham) [ Lords]. 

Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order | Housing of the Working Classes Provisional 
(Burwell Fen, &c.) Order (Aberdeen). 

Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order | Local Government Provisional Order (War- 
(Caledonian and Crinan Canals), rington). 


| Pilotage Provisional Order. 


Government Bills, 44; Provisional Order Bills, 69; other Bills, 16; Provisional Order Bills 
suspended from Session 1895, 9. ae eae Tora. 





SILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT 
NOT PASSED BY, THE COMMONS. 





: Stage at whic , 

Santee ein’ Maan Stage at hich they were 
DrorreD, Postronep or REJECTED, ETC, 

| 





| 
Abattoirs ... can es a es ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Accountants “a ae wh ate ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Accountants (No. 2) ba re ae ... | Second Reading dropped. 


Accountants (Sc otland) . ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Acquisition of Land (Loc al Authorities) ... | Second Reading dropped. 


Agricultural Produce (Marks) ... ‘ ... | Adjourned Debate on Committal to Select 
Committee dropped. 

Agricultural Tenancies . ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Assistant County Surveyors (Ireland)... ... | Adjourned debate on Second Reading dropped. 

Ballot Act (1872) Amendment ... ae ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Beer Adulteration aes _ pee Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Benefices ... s ae se “ ... | Consideration as amended by the Standing 


*Berriew School .. 
Boards of Conciliation 


a 
“1 Committee dropped. 
Boards of Conciliation (No. 2) Na 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
| Reported from the Standing Committee of 


Trade, &c. 
Boards of Guardians and Labourers (Ireland)... | Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Boiler Inspection and Registration ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Borough Funds Act (1872) Amendment ... | Second Reading dropped. 


Building Land (Towns and Villages) .. 
Burgh Police we Act (1892) Amendment 


Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Burials... ies oe ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Cathedral Churches ‘ ie ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Cemeteries . ae a <“ ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Cemeteries Rating a ... | Second Reading dropped 

Church of Scotland (Constitution) ee ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Clubs Registration Second Reading dropped. 

Coal Mines Re gulation Act (1887) Amendment | Second Reading dropped. 

Colonial Marriages iss Second Reading dropped. 

Contempt of Court — me ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Conveyancing and Law of Property oe ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Coroners’ Inquests (Railw ay Fatalities) ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Coroners (Ireland) re “ea sae ... | Committee dropped. 

County Auditors .. ... | Second Reading dropped. 

County Councils (Harbours and Piers) | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
County Government (Ireland) .. ... | Second Reading dropped. 

County Surveyors and Assistants (Ireland) ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
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BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT PASSED BY, THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS—continued. 





Stage at which they were 


F _ 
Tres or Brit Droppep, PostPoNED, OR REJECTED, ETC. 


a EAT 


























































Court of Criminal Appeal ee aa ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Criminal Law Amendment _.. ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Criminal Law Amendment Act | (1885 p) Amend- | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
| ment. 
i Criminal Law Procedure ai | Committee (Progress) dropped. 


Criminal Law and Procedure " (Ireland) Act | Second Reading dropped. 
(1887) Repeal. | 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886) | Second Reading dropped. 
Amendment. 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Acts Extension | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Acts Extension | Second Reading dropped. 
(No. 2). 


Distress Abolition and Substitution... ... | Second Reading dropped. 

District Councils (Water Seas Facilities) ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Duration of Speeches... ios aa ... | Second Reading dropped. 
*Education.. Committee (Progress) dropped. 


Elementary. Education Act (187 3) Amendment | Order for Second Reading dropped. 
Employers’ Liability.for Injuries to Work- | Second Reading dropped. 


men. 
Estates Tail Abolition ... Sas ae ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) ; ... | Second Reading put off for six months. 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) Reinstatement... | Second Reading dropped. 


Factories and Workshop Acts Amendment ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Factory and Workshop Act (1878) Amendment | Second Reading dropped. 


Farm Servants (Scotland) we = ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) Act (1895) | Second Reading dropped. 
Amendment. 
Foreign Goods (Prevention of Fraud)... .. | Adjourned Debate on Second Reading dropped. 
Franchise and Removal of Women’s Dis- | Second Reading dropped. 
abilities 
Freshwater Fisheries... Second Reading dropped. 


Friendly Societies (Money and Postal Orders) Second Reading dropped. 


Grocers’ Certificates (Scotland) Abolition _... | Second Reading dropped. 


« Ground Game Act (1880) Amendment ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Harbours and Piers re es a ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Highways.. mes aos ... | Second Reading dropped. 





Houses in Towns ‘(Ireland) Second Reading dropped. 

Industrial and Provident and Incorporated | 
Building Societies (Purchase of Fee | 
Simple). | 

Industrial and Provident Societies (Purchase | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
of Fee Simple). | 


Second Reading dropped. 


*Trish Education ... shia es obs ste a Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Jurors (Ireland) ... S34 se a . | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Justices of the Peace... es ea ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Labourers (Ireland) Acts Amendment... ... | Second Reading dropped. 

*Land Tax Commissioners’ Names ia ... | Order for Committee discharged, 

Land Tenure and Rent Revision | Second reading negatived. 


Land Values (‘Taxation by Local Authorities) 


Second Reading dropped. 
Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) 


Second Reading dropped. 


Letting of Sporting Rights... ine ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Libel . es ies ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Licensing Acts Amendment... =< ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Licensing Laws Amendment... en ove | Second Reading dropped. 
Liquor Traffic Local Veto = ..- | Second Reading dropped. 
Liquor Traffic Local Veto (Scotland) . ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Local Authorities (Scotland) Loans... ... | Second Reading dropped. 


Local Government Act (1888) Amendment ... | Second Reading dropped. 



























BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT PASSED BY, THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS—continued. 





Titte or Bri. 


Local Government Act (1894) Amendment 
Local Government Act (1894) Amendment 
(No. 2). 
*Local Government 
borough) 
Local Government (Highways) : ae 
Local Government (Qualification of V oters) ra 
Local Government (Scotland) (Public Health 
Rating). 
Local Government (Scotland) (Public Health 
Rating) (No. 2). 
Local Taxation (Customs and Excise) Act 
(1890) Amendment. ‘ 
Locomotives on Roads 
London Valuation and Assessme nt 


(Aldershot and Farn- 


Manhood Suffrage (Ireland)... 

Markets and Fairs (Weighing of ¢ tattle) ee 
Married Persons’ Small Industrial Income Tax 

Relief. 

Meat (Foreign and Colonial) .. xen 
Merchandise Marks Act 1887) ‘Amendme nt ... 
Merchant Seamen (Employment and Rating) 
Merchant Shipping Acts Amendment... 
*Metropolitan Police Courts 

Metropolitar Sewers and Drains 

Midwives’ Registration ... 
*Military Lands Act (1892) Amendment 
*Military Manceuvres = ce 
Militia... ens 

Mines (Eight Hours) etd aad 

Mines (Stannary Court) (Arbitration)... 
Mining Easements ec ae 
Municipal Franchise (Ireland)... 
Municipal Franchise (Ireland) (No. 2 


Occupying Tenants’ Enfranchisement 
*Official Secrets 


Old Age Pensions (Friendly Societies)... 
Old Age Provident Pensions 
Outdoor Provident Relief 


Parliamentary Elections (Mariners’ Votes) 

Parliamentary Franchise (Extension to 
Women) 

Payment of Jurors ” 

Payment of Jurors (Lreland) 

Personal Property (Exemption) 

Places of Worship 
ment). 

Plumbers’ Registration ... Fe 

Polling Arrangements (London) 

Prisoners’ Evidence 

Prison-made Goods Importation 

Public Buildings (London) a 

Public Buildings (London) (No. 2) _ we 

Public Houses’ Hours of Closing (Scotland) 
Act (1887) Amendment. 

Public Libraries (Ireland) 


*Railway Assessors’ (Scotland) Superannuation 
Rating of Machinery ves 
Registration of Electors Acts Amendment 
Registration of V oters (Ireland) ioe 

(Scotland) ... 


Rights of Way Procedure 





Leasehold Enfranchise- | 








Stage at which 


Drorrep, Postronep, ok REJECTED, ETC. 





Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Committee dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Committee dropped. 

Order for Committee (Progress) discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second. Reading dropped. 

Order for resuming Adjourned Debate on Second 
Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


. | Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Adjourned Debate on Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Committee (Progress) dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 












BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT PASSED BY, THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS —continued. 





Stage at which 


2 OF : 
Tire or Br DropreD, PostroneD, oR REJECTED, ETC. 





Rivers Pollution Prevention... ae ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Rural Workers’ (Scotland) Holidays ... ... | Second Reading dropped. 





Sale of Foreign Goods (Prevention of Fraud)... | Second Reading dropped. 

Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland)... Second Reading dropped. 

Sale of Intoxicating Liquors on Sunday ... | Committee dropped. 

Sale of Intoxicating Liquors to Children — ... | Second Reading dropped. . 

Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) : Adjourned Debate on Second Reading dropped. 
School and Teachers’ Residences Sites | (Ireland) Second Reading dropped. 


School Board Electorate (Scotland) .. . | Second Reading dropped. 
Sea Fisheries Regulation (Scotland) Act 189: 5) | Second Reading dropped. 
Amendment. 
Secretaries of Grand Juries sapseiitie cus ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Shops =a ..- | Second Reading dropped. 
Shop Assistants’ Half- Holiday. an .-- | Second Reading dropped. ; 
Shops (Early Closing) ... es ia ... | Consideration, as amended by the Standing 


Committee, dropped. 


Small Loans (Interest) ... Second Reading dropped. 








pees asa 

Solicitors’ Magistracy ... oa ae .-- | Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Spurious Sports ... me ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Steam Engines (Persons it in Charge) = Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Steam Engines and Boilers (Persons in Charge) Second Reading dropped. 
*Stipendiary Magistrates ns eo ... | Order for Committee discharged. 
Street Noises... ~ Ble a ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Succession (Scotland)... Second Reading dropped. 

Sunday Closing (Wales) Act (1881) ) “Amend- | Second Reading dropped. 

ment. 

Surveyors (Dublin County) —... aes .«. | Second Reading dropped. 
*Teachers’ Registration ... ae ae ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
‘Tithe Redemption , ne nee ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Tithe Redemption (No. 2) ae ae ... | Committee (Progress) dropped. 

Town Holdings ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Towns Improvement (Ireland) “Acts Amend- | Second Reading dropped. 

ment. } 

Tramways (Local Authorities) ... .. | Second Reading drop ped. 

Trout Fishing Close ‘Time (Scotland) .. ms ... | Order for Committee (Progress) discharged 
Trustee Savings Banks .., ac oe ... | Second Reading drop ype ad. 


Vehicles (Lights)... Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Watermen’s Certificates. : 
*Weights and Measures (Metric Sy sten m) ee 
Western Highlands and Islands (Scotl: ind) 
Works Act (1891) Amendment. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 


| 
Wine and Beerhouse Acts Amendment ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Women Bar Assistants (Limitation of Hours) Order for Second Reading withdrawn. 
Working Men’s Dwellings ae wa ... | Order for Second Reading withdrawn. 


Working Men’s Dwellings (No. 2) Second Reading dropped. 





PROVISIONAL ORDER BILL 
(SUSPENDED FROM SEsston 1895). 





Trrte ov Bru Stage at which 
: i Drorrep, Postrongep, oR REJECTED, ETC. 





*Local Government (Ireland) l’rovisional Order | Not proceeded with. 
(No. 6). 


Government Bills, 13; Provisional Order Bill, 1; other Bills, 162.—Torat 176. 














BILLS WHICH WERE PASSED BY THE LORDS, BUT 
NOT BY THE COMMONS. 





TiTLe or BIL. 


Archdeaconry of Cornwall 


ment) 
Divorce Amendment 


*Electric Petitions 4 
*Evidence in Criminal Cases 
Fisheries Acts Amendment 
Floods Prevention 
*Juvenile Offenders (W hipping) 
Land Charges : 
*London University Commission 
Marriage with a Deceased Wife's Sister T 
Metropolit: in Counties Water Board ... 
*Parliamentary Costs 
*Post Otfice Consolidation ae 
*Public Health (Scotland) (No. 2) 
Reserve Forces 


(London). 
Solicitors (Ireland) 
Trusts (Se otland). 
Working Men’s Dwellings 


Retirement of Vestrymen and  Anditors 


Government Bills, 7 ; 


Stage at which poy | were 
Drorrep, Postrponep, or REJECTED, ETC. 





Not read a first time. 


Archdeaconry of London ( Additional Endow- - | Not read a first time. 


Not read a first time. 





Edinburgh University Transfer of Patronage) Not read a first time. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Not read a first time. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Not read a first time. 

. | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
| Not read a first time. 

Not read a first time. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Not read a first time. 

Not read a first time. 


Not read a first time. 
Not read a first time. 
Second Reading dropped. 


other Bills, 14—Torat, 21. 





PROVISIONAL ORDER BILL 
COMMONS, BUT 


PASSED BY THE 
NOT BY THE LORDS. 





Tire or Bru. 


Stage at which Drorrep. 


*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 23) | Second Reading dropped. 








GENERAL SUMMARY. 





Total Number of Bills which received the Royal Assent : 





| 

(1.) Introduced into this House.. 419 | 

(2.) Brought from the Lords 11 | 

(3.) Prov isional Order Bills 78 | 
-—-- | 138 
Total Number of Bills introduced into, but not passed by, the Commons . | 176 

Total Number of Bills brought from the Lords, but not — by the | 
Commons .. me 21 
Total Number of Bills passed by the C ommons, but not by the Lords .. on 1 
Tora. ... vie ae tee 336 





Public Bill Office, 


15 August 1896. 















PRIVATE BILLS. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 August 1896 :—for, 


RETURN “of the Number of Private Brits introduced and brought from the Hovusr or Lorps, 


and of Acts passed in the Session of 1896, classed according to the following Subjects :— 
Railways; Tramways; Tramroads; Subways; Canals and Navigations; Roads and Bridges ; 
Water; Gas; Gas and Water;, Improvement; Police and Sanitary Regulations: 
Corporations, &c. (not relating to Police and Sanitary Regulations, or to Lighting and 
Improvement Schemes) ; Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks ; Churches, Chapels, and Burying 
Grounds ; Inclosure and Drainage ; Estate; Divorce ; Naturalization ; and Miscellaneous :” 


“Of all the Private Bits, and Bills for Confirming Provisional Orders, which, in the Second 


Session of 1895, and in the Session of 1896, have been treated as Opposed Bills, specifying 
those which have been classified in Groups by the Committee of Selection, or by the General 
Committee on Railway and Canal Bills; together with the Names of the Selected Members 
who served on each Committee; the First and also the Last Day of the Sitting of each 
Committee ; the Number of Days on which each Committee sat; the Number of Days on 
which each Selected Member has served ; the Bills the Preambles of which were reported to 
* have been Proved ; the Bills the Preambles of which were reported to have been Not Proved ; 

and in the case of Bills for confirming Provisional Orders, whether the Provisional Orders 
ought or ought not to be confirmed ; the Bills referred back to the Committee of Selection, 
or to the General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills, as having become Unopposed ; and 
the Bills Withdrawn, or not proceeded with by the Parties :”’ 


“ And of all Privarr Bits which, in the Second Session of 1895, and in the Session of 1896, have 


been referred by the Committee of Selection, or by the General Committee on Railway and 
Canal Bills, to the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means; together with the 
Names of the Members who served on each Committee ; the Number of Days” on which each 
Committee sat ; and the Number of Days on which each Member attended (in continuation 
of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.142, of Session 1, 1895).”’—(Dr. Farquharson.) 


NUMBER OF PRIVATE BILLS WHICH HAVE 
RECEIVED THE ROYAL ASSENT 














Railways 60 
Tramways on | 13 
Tramroads ; 2 
Subways o 
Canals and Nav igations 4 
Roads and <tingaie me 2 
Water Rea zi 24 
Gas .. 9 
Gas and Water oa = saa Be aie e 4 
Improvement ‘i vie ice an 5 
Police and Sanitary Regulations... “| 8 
Corporations, etc. (not relating to "Police and Sanitary y "Re ulations, or | 
to Lighting and Improvement Schemes) ... ae : mae | 7 
Ports, Piers, Harbours and Docks axe es “ 10 
Churches, Chapels, and _— Grounds ee " 2 
Inclosure and ind i : 2 
Estate nae i 2 
Divorce . : oo 3 
Naturalization 1 
Miscellaneous 22 
Toran i 180 
Private Bill Office, Feliz H, Webber. 


14 August 1896. 




















GENERAL SUMMARY OF RETURNS RELATING TO 
PRIVATE BILLS FOR SESSION 1896. 





(A.)—The Number of Private Bills introduced in the House of Commons | 130* 
(B.)—The Number of Private Bills brought from the House of Lords | 
(originating in that House under Stanading Order i “2 ee see | 80 
(C.)—Estate Bills, etc., a from the Lords ... a Ses ee ae 2 
Divorce Bills... pe — « =a re Sn 3 
Naturalization Bill 1 
Tora. x 216 
— 
(D.)—The Number of Private Bills which have received the Royal Assent... 180 
(E.)—The Number of Private Bills which have been treated as Opposed, or | 
g classified in Groups by the Committee of Selection, or by the General | 
Committee on Railway and Canal Bills x 54 
‘F.)—The Number of Private Bills referred to the Chairman of Wa ays and | 
Means by the Committee of Selection, or by the General Committee on 
Railway and Canal Bills Ps aes cae ves ~ ies ie 104 


* This includes 28 suspended Bills of Session 1895. 





Note.—This does not include Bills referred to Committees nominated partly by the House and 
partly by the Committee of Selection, or to the Select Committee on Police and Sanitary 
Regulations. 

C. E, Austen Leigh, 


Principal Clerk of Committees. 
House of Commons, 


August 1896, 











PE ew 


SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 








RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 August 1896 ;—/or, 


RETURN “of the Number of Days on which the House sat in the Session of 1896, stating, 
for each Day, the Date of the month, and Day of the Week, the Hour of the Meeting, 
and the Hour of Adjournment, and the Total Number of Hours occupied in the Sittings 
of the House, and the Average Time; and showing the Number of Hours on which the 
House Sat each Day, and the Number of Hours after Midnight, and the Number of 
Entries in each Day’s Votes and Proceedings (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 0.168, of Session 2, 1895).”—(Dr. Farquharson.) 








| 












































6s (tsiy. | Se 8 ; S$ ilastie. | $4 /s 
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S ig] g@ | 86/88! es es 5 ei ¢ 26/53 1] 23 les 
a | SB |85 | om | 38 |S> | al 3 S62 )o2] s8 les 
or Siem | m2) os | 8 S mee | ee | cS |s 
| ™ = ei = — ™ _ 
1896. | iH. MH.  M./H. M.'H. M.| 1896. H. M.|H. M.|H. jH.  M. 

Feb. 11/Tu. | 2. 0/11 59) 9 59) - -| 133}April 9/Th.] 3 0/12 10} 9 10) 0 10) 52 
» 12;)Wd.12 0) 5 30) 5 30, - 247 ,, 10/Fr.] 3 O]10 25) 7 25)- -| 47 
» 13/Th.| 3 Oj11 55) 8 55) - 74] ,, 131M. | 3 Oj12 50/9 50/0 50} 84 
» 14\Fr. 3 O11 558 55) - -| 185] ,, 14/Tu.| 2° O12 210 20 2 46 
» 17M. 3 O12 5 9 50 5 156] ,, 15)Wad.}12 0) 5 55] 5 55}- -| 94 
» 18)Tu.| 3 Oj11 25) 8 25 -| 147] ,, 16/Th.| 3 0] 1 10/10 10} 1 10) 79 

19|Wd.) 2 0) 56 40/3 40/;- -| 54) ,, 17/Fr. |] 3 O]12 10) 9 10,0 10) 64 

» 20/Th,| 3 O12 59 510 5 58 ,, 20M. | 3 O12 25) 9 25/0 25) 76 
» 2Fr. |; 3 O12 1,9 1/0 2 41 ,, 21/Tu.| 2 O12 15/10 15,0 16) 60 
» 24M. 3 O12 10,9 10,0 10, OIF ,, 22)Wdj12 0) 5 50) 5 50)- | 74 
» 25 Tu. 3 O12 10/9 10/0 10 54f ,, 23/Th.] 3 0112 10) 9 10)0 10) 71 
» 26Wd.12 0) 5 45,5 45 - - 41) ,, 24/Fr. | 3 0/12 50) 9 50) 0 50} 91 
» 27/Th.| 3 O80amj12 0/3 OF 47f , 271M. | 3 O12 10/9 10) 0 10) 79 
» 28\Fr. | 3 0/10 15/7 15, - -| Sif ,, 28/Tu.] 3 O12 59 50 5 65 
ms | | | » 29;Wd.J12 0] 5 45/5 45)- -| 77 

Total...) 14 - -| = =|116 55) 3 31, 1,156] » 30/Th. | 3 0} 1 45/10 45) 1 45) = 55 

Mar. 2/M. | 3 0/2 40/11 40/2 40} 751. 
» 3|Tu.] 3 Of12 10,9 10/0 10) 62fTotal...) 16) - -|- 140 57) 6 2) 1,114 
» 4|Wd.J12 O15 55,5 S55) - - 50 
» 5Th.| 3 O12 35/9 35] 0 35)’ 44 | 
,  6\Fr. | 3 Of12 30/9 30) 0 30) 57 
. 9M. | 3 O12 30/9 30/0 30} 64[May 1/Fr.|3 012 109 100 10) 71 
» 10\Tu.| 3 Oj12 20/9 20/0 20, 65 , 4M. 13 012 55 9 55 0 55] 93 
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» 16M. | 3 0/12 10/9 10/0 10) 69] ,, SiFr.|3 O12 59 50 5 7 
, 17/Tu. | 3 O12 10/9 10/0 10] 56) ,, 11M. | 3 O12 25/9 2510 25) 84 
, 18\Wd.j12 016 O16 O|- -| G63] ,, 12/Tu.| 3 0) 1 4510 45 1 45] 88 
, 19/Th.| 3 Oj12 30) 9 30)0 30] 547 ,, 13/Wdll2 06 06 0- - 82 
5 20\Fr. | 3 0/12 30) 9 30) 0 30} Gol ,, 14/Th.| 3 012 25,9 25 0 25) 104 
5 23\M. | 3 O12 45/9 45/0 45) G97 ,, 165/Fr. 13 012 159 150 15) 83 
 24/Tu.| 3 0] 8 55) 5 55) - -| 69F ,, 18/M. | 3 012 459 45:0 45] 104 
» 26/Wd.]12 0] 5 40/5 40)/- -| 68] ,, 19/Tu.| 3 012 20 9 200 20) 81 
5» 26\Th. | 3 0112 50) 9 50} 0 50) 56f ,, 20);Wdjl2 0 6 Of 6 O- = 47 
» 2aiFr. | 3 O12 5 9 FO 5S 75] ,, 21/Th.| 3 0130pm22 3013 30 94 
» 380/M. | 3 0/450amj13 50) 4 50) 71 on | 
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| | 
Total...) 22} - -}- -{196 50/18 5] 1,350}Total...| 15 | ~ i = 0,20 15) 1,189 















































































































































SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE—continued. 
: | : oI 
: Ss l¢sl/s./] 8s /4 ie ¢lesls,|gsl4, 
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3 | = a4 |'& 9° ° g 3 | 4.9 
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| | pre wee | | | | 
1896. | H. MH. M.A. M.A. M,| 1896. | 1H. MIA. M/A. MH. M. 
June 1M. | 3 0/12 16) 9 15/0 15) Lldpuly 14Tu. | 3 0] 1 50)10 50,1 50, 48 
) » 2jTu.| 3 0/12 30/9 30/0 30) 70] ,, 15;W. 112 0] 5 50) 5 50) - -| 64 
» 3|Wdl12 01 5 4015 40;- -| ZO, 16/Th. 13 O12 15/9 1610 15 67 
» 4Th.| 3 012 359 35,0 35] 75 ,, 17/Fr. | 3 O12 15,9 15) 0 15, 37 
» OFr.|3 O12 519 510 5 SO] ,, 20M. | 3. 0] 2 15/11 15] 2 15] 70 
» 8M. |} 3° 02 15,9 15,0 15 9 5, 21Tu | 3 0} 2 4511 45/2 45] 51 
» 9Tu.| 3 O12 15,9 15,0. 15} 71) ,, 22)W. 112 O15 45,5 45]- = 28 
» 1oWd.12 0) 5 35) 5 35) - =| 57], 23Th. | 3 0440am'13 40) 4 40) 39 
ie as. | 3 O12 59 50 5 G3] ,, 24iFr. | 3 O12 59 5 0 5) 31 
a 2iFr. | 3 0)12 5| 9 5) 0 5 56] ,, «27\M. 3 0} 2 1611 152 15 62 
» 15M. | 3 O12 10) 9 10| 0 10; 79) ,, 28'Tu.' 3 O525am/14 25) 5 25) 21 
» 16 Tu. | 3 O12 10/9 10/0 10, 66 ,, 29W. 12 0 5 50,5 50 - -| 38 
» 17Wa.l12 °0| 5 40/5 40/- -| 69 ., 30TH.) 3 0 2 5011 502 50 49 
18/Th.| 3 O}12 55] 9 55| 0 55 69 ,, 3liFr. | 3 O12 20/9 20:0 20 27 
, 19Fr. | 3 0112 2019 2010 20) 57 | 
» 22M. | 3 0/12 45) 9 45,0 45) 92 cre 2 Ee Geer 
» 23Tu.| 3 O12 15) 9 15/0 15) G6OrPotal..| 93) - - - -l217 4126 32! 1,245 
» 24Wdll12 O16 26 2- -| 19 ie | | | 
» 25Th.| 3 O12 1519 150 15) 923— at x: a Tm ah 
» 26Fr.|3 O12 59 S50 ob 44 | | 
a ee a bl oe ee ee ee ee 
illatd aot "1 Ete ee Ake ae Se ee ee or 
— ——j , 4Tu.]| 3 0] 1 26/10 261 25) 40 
Total... 22;- -|- -197 52/13 20:1,493] ,, S/W. [12 0}5 3015 30,- -| 21 
» Om 1/3 GQ 2 lett “wo 1-46 
ar ar ae = » Fri] 3 O} 1 45/10 45,1 45] 43 
July 1WdjJl2 05 5915 59 - - 72) » SSat12 O17 OFF O- + 26 
» 2Th.} 3 012 30/9 300 30 69 » 10M. | 3 Ole 35, 9 35) 0 35) 65 
» oFr.]} 38 O12 59 SO 5 5 » 11/Tu. 3 O11 50|8 SO}- -] 71 
» 6M. 13 012 30/9 300 30 sq » 12)W. [12 O12 30/12 30 0 30) 45 
, 7Tu| 3 012 2519 25 0 25 74 » 13/Th.| 3 O12 10/9 10 0 10) 46 
SiW. |12 05 4515 45 - -| 6a » I4)Fr. [Il 0/6 45,7 45 - -| 26 
» 9Th.| 3 0] 1 30/10 3011 30! 7 
» 10Fr.|3 O12 29 20 2 40 | 
3M. 13 012 35/9 35.0 35 90ffotal...)12|- -|- -105 40.9 15] 476 
i j 
SUMMARY. 
Number Number Number of | Number of 
Monrn. of of Hours after Entries 
Days Sitting. |Hours Sitting.) Midnight. in Votes. 
H. M. H. M. 
February 14 115 55 3 31 1,156 
March ~ 22 196 5 18 5 1,350 
April 16 140 57 6 2 1,114 
May 15 146 0 20 15 1,189 
June 22 197 52 ig. “36 1,493 
July 23 2170 41 26 ©6332 1,245 
August ... 12 105 40 9 15 476 
Toran 124 1,120 55 97 0 8,023 
AveracGe Lenetu or Srrtine, Darty, 9 Hours 2;4% Minutes. 
William H. Ley, 
Clerk of the Journals. 
28 August 1896. 

















BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


[SESSION II. 1895, anp SESSION 1896.] 








(DAYS OCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT AND BY 
PRIVATE MEMBERS.) 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 August, 1896 ;—/or, 


RETURN “showing, with reference to the Second Session of 1895, and Session 1896 :— 
(1.) The Number of Sirtrnes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays at which Government 
Business had Precedence ; 
(2.) The Number of Srrrmvcs on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at which Private 
Members had Precedence ; 
(3). The Number of OrHer Sirrrnes at which, in accordance with the Stanprnc Orpers of 
the Hovusr, GovERNMENT Bustness had Precedence ; 
(4.) The Number of Srrrincs at which Government Business had Precedence under a 
SpecraL Orper of the House ; 
(5.) The Number of Saturpay Sirrines; 
(6.) The Total Number of Srrrincs at which Government Business had Precedence ; 
(7.) The Total Number of Days on which the Hovse Sat ; 
(8.) The Total Number of Mortons for ApjounNMENT of the Houses on a Matrer of URGENT 
Pus.ic Importance ; and 
(9.) The Number of Days in Suprry; 
(In continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 381, of Session I., 1895).” 


SUMMARY.—{Szssion IT., 1895.] 





(1.) | (2.) (3.) | ) | (5) @) | @mil @) | @ 
| The | , 
| | The Number | Number of | | | ‘The Total 
The Number | The Number of other Sittings at) mye | The Total The | numberof | 


of Sittings of Sittings | Sittingsat | which 


r Total | F | Num- 
on Tuesdays, | on Tuesdays, | which, in ac- | Govern- | Num- Number of | Motions for] 














7 , F - | Sittings | > | Adjourn. | 
Wednesdays, | Wednesdays, , cordance with | ment Busi-| ,. -¢ 3 ber of ber of 
and Fridays at {and Fridays at| the Standing | ness had | ber of — Days on . oy sy 
which which | Orders of the |Precedence | Satur- . cam eek | which a Matter of Days in 
Government | Private Mem- | House, | under a da i= ote: | the Tomnt | 
Business | _ bers had Government Special y peste a | House Publis Im- \Supply. 
had Precedence. Precedence. Business had rder (Sittings Pp ‘| Sat. nortance 
| Precedence. | of the | | Y 4 
| a House, | | 
| | 
' | } 
| | 
Torats - 9 0 7 9 2 ar 208 o | w 
| | 
| 
bd | 








* The House met on Monday, 12th August, for the first time in this Parliament, and chose Mr, Gully as 
Speaker. On the two succeeding days, Tuesday 13th, and Wednesday, 14th August, Members took and 
subscribed the Oath. On the following day, we 15th August, the Queen’s Speech was read by Mr. 
Speaker, and the Business of the Session commenced, 











































SUMMARY. [SESSION 1896.] 
(1.) (2.) (3.) (4.) (5.) (6.) (7.) (8.) (9.) 
The 
The Number | Number of The Total i 
The Number | The Number of other Sittings at Th The Total The N ad ae f \ 
of Sittings of Sittings Sittings at which © | Namber or | Total | iotionsfor| Num- ; 
on Tuesdays, | on Tuesdays, | which, in ac-| Govern- Num- |* Sitti ror! Num- yo oem “gh fi 
Wednesdays, | Wednesdays, | cordance with | ment Busi-|}.. o¢ “" which ber of sof th ber of 
and Fridays at | and Fridays at| the Standing | ness had "a —— Days on "Hot ip om 
which which Orders of the | Precedence} Satur- nt Busi which Matter of Days in 
Government | Private Mem- House, under a da eos —- the ” Ur, hg 
Business bers had Government Special y Pane v1 House | p bli Li _ | Supply 
had Precedence.| Precedence. Business had der Sittings cocencte. Sat. psec 
Precedence. | of the i aes 
House, 
Totats . . 57* 17t 49 57 2 108 f 124 6 30 





























* 11th February, first day, of Meeting not included. 
t+ Of which 2 were Evening Sittings only. 
} Of which 2 were Morning Sittings only. 


William H. Ley, 


10th November 1896. Clerk of the Journals, 





DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE. 


RETURN of the Number of Divistons of THe Hovse in the Session of 1896; stating the 
Subject of the Division, and the Number of Members in the Majority and Minority, Tellers 
included; also, the AGGREGATE NuMBER in the House on each Division, distinguishing the 
Drvisrons on Pusiic Business from Private; and also the Number of Divisions before and 
after Midnight (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.166, of Session 2, 1895). 


SUMMARY OF DIVISIONS. 





Number of Divisions on Pustic Bustness before Midnight ... 304 
a 7 Re after Midnight 90 
- sy PsrvatTe Business before Midnight ... = we «= 5 
i se i after Midnight ... pe ary se 0 


Torat Number of Divisions in Session 1896 ... 























ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UNDER STANDING 
ORDER No. XVII. 


RETURN “of Mortons for ApsourNMENT under Sranptnc OrpDER No, XVII., showing the 
Date of such Motion, the Name of the Member proposing, the definite Matter of Urgent 
Public Importance, and the Result of any Division taken thereon, during the Second 
Session of 1895 and in the Session of 1896 (in the same Form as, and in continuation 
of, Parliamentary Paper, No, 379, of Session I., 1895).” 


SUMMARY. 











” enacaaiaiel Session 
Motions ror ADJOURNMENT. 1896, 
T.—Leave of the House signified without a Call upon Members to 
rise in their places 2 
II.—Leave of the House signified by not less than ve Members 
rising in their places - oe , ‘ we 4 
III.—Leave of the House given on Division ... ae — sia 0 
IV.—Leave of the House refused by less than Forty Members rising | 
in their places ... Hy ae ee de Pas Sead 0 
V.—Motions for adjournment not allowed by Mr. Speaker to be 
submitted to the House sine bos on’ es es 0 








Numper of Times Members asked leave to move the Adjournment of the 
House in each of the following Years :— 





lt Sse 4 1890 6 
ee 5 | 1891 5 
| ae a... a a 
SS ee ree 
— -. = 4 | 1894 ee a ga 
1887 pie pam ll | — Session I....2 

a. ain ae a ke on Session II....0 ’ 
“ee Le a 1896 ww 6 


Wiliam H. Ley, 
Clerk of the Journals. 
10th November, 1896. 


*s[BUINOL O43 JO YAO ‘ho “Hw YITM “9681 49qumaaon YF0T 
‘10p1Q Surpurjg oy) yILA oduMpaooov ut qnd oq 07 pauLVlo sMoMsoNg [VUITUAG OM) pUB ‘suOTJsON? UWP Xis ‘JWOUTPUoMY oY UO UOYSEN~ suo FurpnyoUy , 





se ({) aouuBy, “Iq 
(Z) Yyrug JoyIEg “TT 
(1) Wostapuneg JoUo[OD 
“* (Z) eryoq “AIT 
(1) pooy wordg “I 
a (1) uopy “ATT 
** (g) AvUIpINL “AIT 
vee (1) poorT, Wt “TAT 
(Z) WosuyoOr UETTTTAA “ATT 
(Z) YLOmsprnoyy WETTIG 
*** (g) UBUIHOT peayly rg 
nee “** (g) meyosox) “ITT 
ig (1) odpep “aIK 
***({) Wossn310,7 sourve 11g a 9681 
se (z) equiooung “I; 

(1) eqdurkapeq sepreypO 1g 
*** ({) ouOquBID JUNODST A, 
we (Z) wey “I 
+ (1) Louwt “aI 
(g) undeyo “IK 

see eee (g) azenbeyo 
“XJ OY} Jo JOT[=0UVYO “ITT 
ees eee (1) UOSTBD “ATT 
(1) Aopaeg “AIT 
** (z) Arnqueg “1yT 
** (gp) mmosTeg “ATV 
"+ ([) 104810q-pfoury “TIT 



































| | 
‘royvodg ‘Ay_ j9097IMIUI0D) +‘“asnox *poaow ‘ = 
4q eanso[p | ul pOAoyy | UT peaoyy arnso[p pesen —s Sr 


quossy SOUL, SouLy, soully, joaoquiny , a 
; : *u > uc requ ure 
jo soquim yy | JodoyuINNT | Jorequinyy 1810,, SE Ak Se eee a ee 


*UBULITEY 
vemsgmt “mmo. | ao | gti, | Tous aa] SUA, | szaquads ne 
exnso 0} PeXSV | POANVBEN | gmsory | PLOUTIA | oy aaa | Aq promqgas 
19 eInso[p aansolp msl | “quossy * | quessy somry, | 
SourhL SOuILy, soully, | ee | sour], quessy | “jo zoqumy 
yo azoquinn - bo jo coquminn | : SOulLy, 7 

jo zoquimyy | Jo soquinn | joroquinN josequiny | 


‘MOISTAIG, B | *WOISTATI. | ‘wRULITedy | 


*mOISsag 














“AUVWANS 
«(G68 ‘Z WOIsseg Jo ‘[gF ‘ON ‘tedeg Arequourerlpreg 
JO UOTVENUTZUOD UI OGQT NOIssag Sutmmp (ALVaaq JO AMASOTH) CZ YAACUQ ONIGNVLG JO NOILVOIIddy Suyoodsor,, NYUOLAYW 


4of—{ 96Q1 ysnSny F poyep ‘suouIWIOD JO esSnoF{ oY, e[qeanouofZyT oy} Jo s9prg ue Oo NYOLAY 
(CZ UAAUO ONIGNVALS) ALVAAG AO AUASOTO 








i 





ne 


PUBLIC PETITIONS. 








RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, dated 4 August 1896 ;—/or, 


RETURN “of the Number of Pvntic Peririons Presented and Printed in the Second Session 
of 1895, and in the Session of 1896; with the total Number of Signatures in that Year (in 
centinuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.144, of Session 1, 1895).” 





— Number of Number of Total Number of 
ee Petitions Presented. | Petitions Printed. Signatures. 





Session 2, 1895 ... ea 4,094 


1896 =s on “es 651,617 














William H. Ley, 
Clerk of the Journals. 





MEMBERS ELECTED TO HOUSE OF COMMONS 
SINCE BEGINNING OF SESSION 1896. 





Evans, Sir Francis ... | Southampton ... ies ... | Chamberlayne, Tankerville, 
| Unseated. 
Morley, John ag ... | Montrose Burghs _... ... | Will, J. Shiress, Resigned. 


Warner, T. C. wae ... | Lichfield ay pire woe | Fulford, H. C., Unseated. 
M’Ghee, R....  ...  ...| Louth, .... ..~—«s. | Ambrose, Dr. D., Died. 


Roche, James one ... | Kerry, E. Davitt, Michael, Double Return. 


Flavin, M. J. se ... | Kerry, N. Sexton, T., Resigned. 


Pirie, Captain D. V. = Aberdeen, N. ... Hunter, Dr. W. A., Resigned. 
Priestley, Sir W. O. ... | Edinburgh University 


| 


Pearson, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles, 
made Judge. 
Barlow, J. E. es ... | Somerset, Frome Z | Weymouth, Viscount, succeeded to 
| Peerage (Marquess of Bath). 
Hedderwick, T. C.... an Wick Burghs ee ... | Pender, Sir John, Resigned. 


| 
Carew, J. L. snk ... | Dublin, College Green ... | Kenny, Dr. J. E., Resigned. 
| 
| 
| 
| 





(INDEX. | 











